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Michael Mayne served as Dean of Westminster Abbey from 1986-1 996. 
L 
is 

Previously he had served as Vicar of Great St. Mary's (The University Church), 

Cambridge, and as Director of Religious Programmes for BBC Radio. Earlier in his 

career he was Domestic Chaplain to Mervyn Stockwood, Bishop of Southwark. Mayne 

died in October 2006. 

Mayne wrote five books: A Year Losf and Found; This Sunrise of Wonder; Pray, 

Love, Remember; Learning fo Dance, and The Enduring Melody. The books have 

received a wide readership in the United Kingdom and have sold well over 30,000 

copies. The books are not well known outside of the United Kingdom. 

The published reviews of Mayne's works are nearly universally positive, " 

recognizing his breadth of reading, which the books demonstrate, and his profound 

pastoral insights. Mayne was not an academic theologian, nor did he claim to be an 

original thinker in matters of theology. Mayne was a pastor at heart, and his pastoral - 
instincts are what generate such a strong response from his devoted readers. Mayne's 

files contain hundreds of letters from appreciative readers which say essentially the 

same thing - thank you. 



In preparation for this thesis, I have read each of the five books at least twice. 

Also, I have read, to my knowledge, every other piece Mayne published - book reviews, 

chapters in other authors' works, etc. Alison Mayne very graciously offered me 

unfettered access to her husband's meticulously kept files on each of the five books. 

The contents of the files have been read in their entirety. I have had written 

correspondence from some of Mayne's closest friends and colleagues and have 

interviewed a number of such colieagues during a research trip to England in 

September of 2W8. 

The thesis offers an introduction to and overview of Michael Mayne's five books 

from a critical perspective, comparing andlor contrasting his writings to other spiritual 

works written in a similar register for similar audiences. Mayne's books, though clearly 

Christian in approach and content, were written to appeal also to readers who 

considered themselves to be on the margins of church life. Thus, in addition to overtly 

spiritual books, the Sources Consulted section includes spiritual writings which do not 

espouse a specifically Christian point of view. 

It is my opinion that the writings of Michael Mayne will stand the test of time and 

will take their place among the great pastoral writings of the Anglican tradition. Mayne 

understood George Herbert to be the standard to which other Anglican pastoral writings 

are compared. M ~ r e  than one reviewer ranks Mayne's writings with those of Herbert. 

Mayne was gifted with both the intellectual acumen and the pastoral experience to write 

in a style that is bdh intellectually stimulating and challenging as well as pastorally 

sensitive. Mayne's writings both challenge and encourage. They stimulate and comfort. 

Though Mayne served in some of the most visible and prestigious postings in the 



Church of England, his humble beginnings, and the tragic death of his father (also a 

priest) from suicide when he (Michael Mayne) was only three years old kept Mayne 

grounded, and his friends and colleagues remember his extraordinary capacity for 

compassion and gentleness. This compassion and Mayne's gentleness shine through in 

his writings, which have been read (and reviewed) by those at the top of the literary 

world in the United Kingdom, as well as by general readers. Mayne addresses subjects 

which are timeless, and thus his writings will remain relevant. 

To my knowledge, as well as that of Alison Mayne and her husband's friends and 

i colleagues, this thesis is the first academic study of the writings of Michael Mayne. 
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PREFACE 

fn 1996, Frederick Buechner was the keynote speaker for the Bowen Lectures 

series at Kanuga Conference Center in North Carolina. Other participants in the 

1 conference included Sam Lloyd and my dear friend, George Connor, who served as the 

conference's facilitator. Several years after the conference, George, knowing my 

considerable admiration for Buechner's writings, very kindly offered me access to 

cassette tapes of the Bowen Lectures before he donated his copies thereof to the library 

of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee, where he was a 

communicant and where I was then serving as a member of the pastoral staff. In 

anding me the package containing the cassettes, George noted, "You will also 

ppreciate the meditations by the conference's chaplain, Michael Mayne." My friend 

Such was my appreciation of Mayne's contributions to the lectures that I 

ediately ordered each of his (then) four major books from arnazon.cotn.uk., as they 

re, at that time, unavailable from any well-known retail outlet in the United States. 

y subsequent reading of each of the books led to a series of four classes at St. Paul's 

n which each of the works was studied in detail. During my tenure as Rector of St. 

ke's Episcopal Church in Cleveland, Tennessee, Mayne's fifth major work was 



published, and for the Lenten series of 2008, I offered reviews of each of the books on 

five successive Wednesday evenings. 

The responses of class attendees over the years have mirrored by own initial 

response to Mayne's writings: "Why have I not heard of this person?" and "Why aren't 

his books more widely read?" In North America Mayne is, indeed, a largely unknown 

figure. Such is not the case, however, in the United Kingdom, where his books have 

found a significant audience. Having served as Dean of Westminster Abbey from 1986- 

1996, as weil as other prestigious prior postings, Mayne's name recognition is very 

different in his homeland than in North America. Indeed, in the United Kingdom his 

books have qualified as bestsellers in the category of spirituality. 

Since discovering Mayne's writings for myself, thanks to the introduction by 

George Connor, reading and rereading each volume has been instructive, inspiring, and 

a pleasure. fn preparation for this particular project, I have read Mayne's other 

published works including, his much less welt-know books, and the relatively few other 

pieces (articles, reviews, introductions, and chapters in other authors' works) he 

penned. Mayne only began to publish relatively late in his career, thus his corpus, 

though significant, is not nearly as voluminous as, for instance, his friend Buechner's, or 

other prolific authors such as Thomas Merton, Henri Nouwen, etc. Mayne clearly 

understood his vocation first and foremost to be that of priest and pastor. The writing, 

though clearly deeply important to him, was secondary to this primary calling as a priest 

in the Church of England. 

The Sources Consulted section includes dozens of citations of secondary 

sources on Mayne's work - reviews, articles, and obituaries written in response to his 

.. . 
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death from cancer of the jaw in October 2006. In addition to the pieces on Mayne 

himself, dozens of other spiritual works are cited which, in one way or another, help to 

shed light on his work by means of comparison or contrast. Mayne himself was 

extraordinarily well read. Before his own death, our mutual friend George Connor once 

remarked to me in a handwritten note regarding Mayne, "He seems to have read 

everything!" Comparing Mayne's writings to a broad cross section of (overtly or more 

subtly) other spiritual writings is in keeping with the breadth of Mayne's own vast 

reading. What follows is offered as an introduction to (for those unfamiliar with) and 

1 overview of the five major writings of Michael Mayne - A Year Lost and Found (1 987, 

reissued in 2007); This Sunrise of Wonder: Leffers to my grandchildren ( I  995, reissued 

in 2008); Pray, Love, Remember (1 998); Learning to Dance (2001); and The Enduring 

Melody (2006). Included is analysis of Mayne's work - its particular strengths and its 

contributions to the spiritual literature of the late twentieth and early twenty-first 

centuries. In the end the aim in offering this work is to guide new readers to, and those 

already familiar with Mayne back to, his writings themselves. 

The author is particularly indebted to Michael Mayne's wife, Alisop, for her very 

gracious encouragement regarding this project. Alison has offered me unfettered 
* 

access to her husband's own very meticulously kept files on each of the five books. 

Additionally, I am deeply and lastingly grateful to her for the series of leisurely and wide- 

ranging conversations we er-tjoyed in their home in Salisbury, Wiltshire, in late 

September 2008. Alison is supportive of this work in every possible way and has 

helped very considerably in my bringing it into being. 



oel W. Huffstetler 

The Feast of the E 

Florida 

ipiphany, 



I 
INTRODUCTION 

In its marking of the death of Michael Mayne, the obituary in The Times stated 

that he was "one of the most able, influential and hardworking priests of his 

generation."' Such was his influence that nearly all of the major newspapers in the 

United Kingdom acknowledged his passing. From very humble beginnings, Michael 

Mayne rose through the ranks of the Church of England and served at its highest levels 

with distinction. His final three postings were among the most visible and the most 

influential ministries in the church - Director of Religious Programmes for BBC Radio, 

Vicar of Great St. Mary's (The University Church), Cambridge, and Dean of 

Westminster Abbey. During his tenure at Westminster, Mayne's profile in the Church of 

England would have been as high as nearly any other figure, save the archbishops of 

Canterbury and York. The wording of the obituary in The Times is apt. Michael Mayne " 

was, without question, one of the Church of England's most able clerics. His influence 

continues and includes the thousands of readers of his five major books. Michael I 
I 

Mayne was indeed a hard worker, a dedicated and conscientious priest, and a pastor at 1 

' Obituary for Michael Mayne, The Times, 25 October 2006, 68. I 



? heart who, by the end of his life, had also come to be recognized as one of the finest 

spiritual writers of his generation in the United Kingdom. 

Peter Eaton, who first knew Mayne when he (Mayne) was Vicar of St. George's, 

Norton, Letchworth, states that Mayne was a "consummate pastor" while also being a 

writer of "remarkable sensitivity and grace." Mayne's colleague at Westminster, 

Anthony Harvey, in an obituary for Mayne in The Tablet, very graciously acknowledges 

Mayne's giftedness regarding pastoral ministry but adds, "many will be grateful to him 

especially as a writer."' Commenting on the breadth of Mayne's reading and how his 

i books are a blend of poetry, prose, music, as well as theology, but theology in a very 

practical, accessible sense, Rowan Williams observes that in his writings Mayne "values 

the entire life of the imagination," finding the 'real' theology, as often as not, in works not 

explicitly theological in n a t ~ r e . ~  

One of the consistent themes running throughout Mayne's writing is that of being 

observant in the moment, of being grateful for all of life's blessings - from the seemingly 

small blessings, easy to overlook or to take for granted, to life's more obvious, more 

dramatic blessings. John Waller was Vicar of Harpenden when Mayne returned there to 

live while commuting into London daily for his work with the BBC. Mayne had been a 
II 

curate at Harpenden earlier in his career, and he was asked to preach the sermon in 

Westminster when his friend Waller was ordained a bishop. In a summary comment on 

* Peter Eaton, "A Rich Life: The Writings of Michael Mayne," fhe Living Church 
234 (6 May 2007): 18. 

Anthony Harvey, 0 bituary for Michael Mayne, The Tablet, 4 November 2006, 
40. 

Rowan Williams, Personal correspondence, 13 November 2007. 



the sweep of Mayne's writings, Waller notes that his friend "longed for us all to have our 

ears tuned and our eyes open.& 
t 

Mayne urges his readers to find joy in life, to be filled with gratitude to God for all 

of the wonders of creation, and to experience the love made known to us through the 

grace of God, revealed most completely in Jesus. But Mayne's counsel toward 

gratitude and thankfulness is balanced by an acute awareness of the reality of pain and 

suffering. He readily acknowledges that life is inevitably a mixture of joy and sadness, 

and he understands that writing about the beauty of life in this world must at the same 

time honestly reckon with its harshness. The rimes obituary states that Mayne's books 

are "attractive weaves of poetry, science, and spirituality, with uninhibited analyses of 

suffering, others' and his own."6 In her bestselling book, Traveling Mercies: Some 

Thoughts on Faith, Anne Lamott quotes her son Sam, then aged 7, who opined, "I think 

I already understand about life: pretty good, some problems."' Mayne's works deal 

honestly, forthrightly, and unrelentingly realistically with both the goodness, and the 

difficulties of humatl existence. His very candid recounting of his devastating 

experience of Myalgic Encephalomyelitis (ME), more commonly referred to as chronic 

fatigue syndrome, in his book A Year Lost and Found is as detailed and as revealing a 
0 

description of life in that condition as exists in the general literature on the subject. And 

John Walle?, Personal correspondence, 8 December 2008. 

The Emes, 25 October 2006,68. 

Anne Lamof t ,  Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith (New York: 
Pantheon Books, 19991, 745. 



4 

in his final book, The Enduring Melody, Mayne courageously deals with the realities of 

his once hopeful battle with cancer as the prognosis turns from optimistic to terminal. 

In a sermon preached at a requiem eucharist for the life of Mayne in Mayne's 

former parish, Great St. Mary's (The University Church), Cambridge, Eamon DufFy 

notes that Mayne, "Produced a series of beautiful books, distilled from his love of 

literature and art, and filled with wisdom and humanity born out of his own first-hand 

knowledge of the woundedness of the human ~p i r i t . "~  He continues, "The books 

conveyed the man - sensitive, immensely widely read, selfdeprecatingly humorous, 

filled with celebration, as well as, underneath it all, the acknowledgement of pain.. . .'I9 it 

is indeed rare to find a writer who deals with both the joys of life as well as its pain as 

adroitly as does Michael Mayne. It is with an appreciation for Mayne's unusual skill in 

this that Barry Morgan states, "I find all his works incredibly i~luminating."'~ 

Throughout his life Mayne held on to an interest in and love of acting, an interest 

born in his youth. While a student at the King's School, Canterbury, Mayne played the 

lead role of Hamlet to rave reviews. His love of the stage in part helped Mayne to be 

especially comfortable and adept at public speaking, and he was, consequently, in 

much demand as a speaker, guest preacher, and guest lecturer. Remembering his 

several speaking engagements at Baylor University in Waco, Texas, Mayne's friend 

Eamon Duffy, Sermon preached at Great St. Mary's (The University Church), 
Cambridge, for a Eucharist of Remembering and Thanksgiving for Michael Mayne, 22 

la Barry Morgan, Personal correspondence, 20 March 2008. 



Elizabeth Vardaman recalls that he was a "riveting" speaker." Listening to Mayne's 

contributions to the 1996 Bowen Lectures is confirmation of his giftedness for the 

spoken, as well as the written word. His meditations flow seamlessly from one subject 

to the next and are delivered with an actor's sensibility, i.e., with the hearer in mind. 

Interspersed at appropriate points in both his talks and his books is humor. Mayne had 

a wonderful, very apparent quick wit, and he clearly understood the need not to take 

himself too seriously. Mayne's talks during the Bowen Lectures can elicit uproarious 

laughter, and then, again with an actor's skill, he can turn the subject to a matter of the 

utmost poignancy. 

Unquestionably, Mayne was gifted with a particularly keen intetlect. His vast 

reading was not only broad in scope, but was deeply insightful. His friends remember 

him as one who had the grace to wear his learning lightly. Along these lines one is 

reminded of the dialogue between Katharine Tynan and Gerard Manly Hopkins, 

recounted in Frederick Buechner's Speak Whaf We Feel (Naf Whaf We Oughf fo Say): 

Refiecfions on Liferafure and Faifh. Katharine quizzes Hopkins as to how was it that a 

man like him, with all his obvious interest in literature and the arts, had decided to 

become of all things a priest!I2 Hopkins responds, "You wouldn't give only the dull ones 
D 

to Almighty ~ o d . " ' ' ~  Mayne's intellect was such that he was doubtless one of the most 

respected priests in the Church of England. In a column on the noted scholar, 

'' Elizabeth Vardaman, Personal correspondence, 30 December 2008. 

'*Frederick Buechner, Speak What We Feel (Not What We Ought to Say): 
Reflecfions on Liferature and Faifh (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 200 1 ), 3. 

l3 Ibid., 4. 
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Nathan A. Scott, Jr., George Connor notes that Scott was once in charge of a 

continuing education program for what he (Scott) called, "the reading clergy." 

Delightfully and poignantly, Connor observes that the reading clergy is "a fine distinction 

but not all incl~sive."'~ Michael Mayne, as his books clearly evince, was the 

quintessential reading clergy. 

Michael Clement Otway Mayne was born 10 September 1929 in Harlestone, 

Northamptonshire. His father was the parish priest in Harlestone. Mayne's life was 

changed forever when in 1933 his father committed suicide. On a Saturday afternoon, 

while Mayne was with his mother in the village, his father climbed up into the church's 

belfry and threw himself down to his death, which was almost immediate. Mayne's 

father had left a brief note, and 40 GBP in the bank. Mayne's mother, having to vacate 

the rectory, moved with her son Michael to her mother's room in a hotel beside St. 

Marylebone station in London. Afterwards, she set up a small boarding house. Before 

going away to boarding school, Mayne and his mother lived a life with precious few 

advantages. Theirs has been described as a life of poverty. It was during his 

disadvantaged youth that Mayne's love of reading was born as an escape from the 

harsh realities of his daily life. Mayne's keen intellect in time became evident, and 
0 

through the benevolence of clergy charities, he was able to attend the excellent King's 

School, Canterbury, from 1942 - 1949. There he pursued his love of acting, as well as 

excelling in his academic work. 

- 

l4 George Connor, Hinfs and Guesses I / :  Selecfed Commentaries, 1982 - 1997 
(Chattanooga, TN: St. Peter's Episcopal Church, 1997), 1 07. 



In Speak Whaf We Feel (Not What We Ought to Say): Reflections on Literature 
< 
1 
"ad  Faith, Frederick Buechner writes of, "The dark shadow that my father's suicide 

continues to cast over my days even now that more than sixty-five years have passed 

since it occurred in my chi~dhood."'~ Buechner and Mayne became dear friends in large 

part, at first, through the common experience of their fathers having committed suicide. 

Buechner's latest book, The Ydlow Leaves: A Miscellany, is dedicated to Alison Mayne 

and is in memory of Michael. In his later works, Mayne deals very candidly with the 

effects that his father's suicide had on his life. In an obituary for his friend and 

"colleague, Anthony Harvey notes that Mayne's life was one "deeply marked" by losing 

his father so tragically at such a young age? 

After his time of national service in the Royal Airforce, Mayne was enrolled in 

Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, where he read English and Theology and was 

active in drama - so much so, in fact, that he seriously considered a career in theatre. 

It was his former headmaster at the King's School, Canon John Shirley, who wrote to 

Mayne, "You're not going to be an actor: you're going to be a priest." Mayne did indeed 

choose the church and attended theological college at Cuddesdon, graduating in 1957. 

He served as a curate at St. John's, Harpenden, (diocese of St. Alban's) from 1957 - 
* 

1959. Mayne enjoyed ministry in Harpenden and relocated his family there when he 

was appointed Director of Religious Programmes for BBC Radio. Fifty years after 

l5 Buechner, 1 59. 

l6 Anthony Harvey, Obituary for Michael Mayne, The lndependenf on Sunday, 28 
October 2006. 



Mayne left Harpenden as curate, a prayer group he founded during his time there 

continues to meet. 

From Harpenden, Mayne was appointed as Domestic Chaplain to Mervyn 

Stockwood, Bishop of Southwark, serving from 1959 - 1965. Stockwoods biographer, 

Michael De-la-Noy, notes that Mayne was "just one of a truly astonishing string of men 

whose talent Mervyn spotted early on in their careers.. . ."I7 The years 1959 - 1965 

were a heady time to be at the center of life in the diocese of Southwark. These were 

the days of the so-called "South Bank Religion," a time of intense theological dialogue 

and liturgical experimentation in Southwark. John A. T. Robinson's Honest to God was 

published in 1963. Robinson was Bishop of Woolwich at the time, a close friend of 

Michael's, and in time would become Sarah Mayne's godfather. Life in the diocese of 

Southwark was fast paced, and Bishop Stockwood relied heavily on the services of his 

domestic chaplain. De-la-Noy writes, "Mervyn always looked back upon Mayne's period 

at Bishop's House as ~topian."'~ 

In an obituary for Mayne in Church fimes, his friend and colleague Donald Gray 

recalls that for Mayne, in the service of Bishop of Stockwood in the days of South Bank 

Religion, life was "never less than exciting ... ."lg Mayne himself recounts in De-la-Noy's 
6 

biography of his mentor, "I loved being chaplain and would not have missed it for 

anything. I learned a huge amount about how the church works, some of it for good, 

.. 

'' Michael De-la-Noy, Menlyn Stockwood: A Lonely Life (London: Mowbray, 
1996), 107. 

l8 Ibid., 175. 

" Donald Gray, Obituary for Michael Mayne, Church T/ines, 27 October 2006, 27. 



was in Stockwood "consistently a pastoral heart, and a pastoral care for people that 

went very deep."'' This is consistent with Mayne's own estimate of Stockwood's 

pastoral inciinations, and it is important to note that some thirty years on, while serving 

as Dean of furiously paced Westminster, Mayne was recognized by clergy colleagues, 

as well as by Abbey staff and volunteers, to be first and foremost a pastor. 

Near the end of his tenure in Southwark, Mayne married Alison McKie in 

Southwark Cathedral in 1965. The Maynes have two children, Sarah and Mark, and 

four grandchildren. 

From Southwark, Mayne went to be the vicar of St. George's, Norton, Letchworth 

(diocese of St. Alban's), serving from 1 965 - 1972. To Norton, Mayne carried with him 

an embrace of many of the ideas of South Bank Religion, and He enjoyed his tenure 

there in very much a working class environment. While in Norton, Mayne published his 

first book, The Norton Prayer Book (1 970)) a compilation of one hundred prayers, nine 

of which are of Mayne's own composition. 

While the vicar of Norton, Mayne participated in a continuing education program 

for clergy administered through St. George's House, Windsor Castle. On the strength of 
8 

a paper Mayne wrote for the course, and with no practical experience in broadcasting, 

Mayne was chosen as Director of Religious Programmes for BBC Radio, serving from 

1972 - 1979. The family lived in Harpenden, and Mayne commuted to his office in 

London. - 

21 Ibid., 176. 
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In 1979 came Mayne's appointment as the vicar of Great St. Mary's (The 

University Church), Cambridge, one of the most visible pulpits in the Church of England. 

Mayne's immediate predecessors at Great St. Mary's included the likes of Mervyn 
L 

Stockwood and Hugh Montefiore. Mayne welcomed the return to parish ministry, and 

he thrived in the intellectual environs of Cambridge. The pace of ministry there, 

however, did take its toll. Surprisingly, in retrospect Mayne found the demands of 

ministry in Great St. Mary's to be more draining and more stressful than those of being 

Dean of Westminster, due in large part to the army of clergy and lay staff as well as 

I volunteers who support the ministry of the abbey. While at Great St. Mary's, Mayne 

organized a quite ambitious conference titled "Encounters," an ecumenical gathering 

which included speakers from a wide variety of faith perspectives. The conference ran 

for eight days in February 1985. One of the speakers was a young theologian named 

Rowan Williams. The conference's addresses were compiled in a book titled, 

Encounters: Exploring Christian Faifh, which Mayne edited, and to which he contributed 

an introduction. In the introduction Mayne writes of the conference, "Not least, we 

wanted people to understand better the legitimate breadth and space of faith and 

discipleship and the need for diverse and -complementary insights in our encounter with 
0 

~ o d . " ~ ~  Anticipating his later and much more well-known works, Mayne observes, 

"Only a form of belief which fully engages the mind as well as the heart can survive in 

the real world, where the innocent suffers and where those we love fall ill and die.'jn 

- 

Michael Mayne, Encounters: Eiploring Chrisfian Faifh (London: Darton, 
Longman and Todd, 1987), 26. 

23 lbid., I. 



i 
debilitating illness gave rise to his first major book, A Year Losf and Found. 

I 
In November of 1985 during the latter stages of his bout with ME, Mayne 

I received a package marked "Strictly private and confidentia~."~~ The package contained 
I 

a letter from the P w e  Minister, inviting Mayne to allow his name to go forward for the 

Deanery of Westminster. In time it was decided that his health would allow him to 

undertake the ministry of overseeing the work of one of the most visible and dynamic 

centers of worship in the world. Mayne served as Dean from 1986 - 1996, during which 
4 

time he wrote A Year Lost and Found and This Sunrise of Wonder. In 1996 he also 

published a much less well-known booklet, Somefhing Undersfood: Talks on Prayer. 

Anthony Harvey recalls that though Mayne brought a "rich array of other gifts to . 
the task," at the heart of his ministry at the abbey was that basic commitment, assumed 

at his ordination as priest of the Church of England, "To maintain and promote dignified 

and relevant public worship supported by a sustained and comprehensive pastoral 

rnini~try."~ It was Mayne's desire to make the abbey more obviously a place of prayer - 
no small task, as the abbey draws some two million visitors a year, many of whom come 

strictly as tourists, with no overtly spiritual interest in the abbey as a functioning church. 
B 

To the abbey Mayne brought his fundamental orientation as a parish priest, and worship 

would be at the very top of his priorities list. During his tenure as Dean, Mayne was 

comfortable delegating an appropriate amount of the detailed administration of the 

24 Michael Mayne, A Year Lost and Found (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 
1987), 26. 

*' Harvey, Obituary for Michael Mayne, The lndependenf on Sunday, I. 





































CHAPTER TWO 

THIS SUNRISE OF WONDER 

Michael Mayne could not have imagined the response to A Year Lost and Found. 

That slim, deeply personal book of reflections on his experience of and his lessons 

learned from a year's battle with ME struck a chord with readers who both admired and 

who could relate to Mayne's openness regarding his struggles and doubts amid his 

'dark night of the soul.' His next book, This Sunrise of Wonder is larger in scope. 

Curiously, one can find bibliographic references to three different subtitles for This 

Sunrise of Wonder. The subtitle on the cover of the 1995 Fount (HarperCollins) edition 

is Lefters for the Journey. On the inside title page, however, the subtitle reads, Lefters 

to my grandchildren. Additionally, one can find references to the subtitle as being A 

Quest for God in Art and Nature. The book was written in a Swiss chalet in the % 

Dolomites during an extended holiday away from London. As the one subtitle makes 

clear, the book is written in the form of letters to the Maynes' grandchildren. Mayne's 

premise in writing the book is that its 'letters' provide the kind of guiding principles that 
* 

will sustain one throughout the journey of life, thus the frequently cited subtitle, Lefters 

for the Journey. The guiding principles referred to are largely bits of wisdom Mayne has 

gleaned from a lifetime of reading and reflection. The book is replete with quotations 



from and references to a staggering sweep of literature. It is indisputably clear that 

Mayne was unusually well-read. Readers of his books, particularly in regard to those 

written after A Year Lost and Found, have pondered what sort of filing system Mayne 

must have employed to keep track of so many sources. Mayne did keep files containing 

various clippings and hand-written notes, but on the whole his 'filing system' seems to 

have been based on his memory. His personal library is extensive to say the least, and 

the books evince his markings of passages of interest. Alison Mayne remembers that 

on the trip to the chalet where This Sunrise of Wonder was written the car was so 

loaded down with books that there was barely room for the luggage! 

Eleven years affer it was first published This Sunrise of Wonder had sold over 

1 1,500 copies. A new edition was issued in 2008 by Darton, Longman and Todd. 

In his review for the Evening Standard, A. N. Wilson writes that, "If more 

Christians had Michael Mayne's gentleness and intelligence, the churches would be 

fuller."' He regards This Sunrise of Wonder as a "generous, lifeenhancing book, to 

cherish and to keep."' John Barton, in his obituary for Mayne states regarding This 

Sunrise of Wonder, "It is a rich anthology of literature and descriptions of art and music 

matched by his own mellifluent prose.. . ."3 John Garton, writing in the Ripon College 
9 

Cuddesdon Newslefter enthuses, "It is guaranteed to stimulate even the most prosaic 

minds. Time and again there are flashes of perception which will help us to see 

'A. N. Wilson, "Marvels of Faith," Evening Standard, 30 January 1995, 24. 

Ibid. 

John Barton, Obituary for Michael Mayne, The Church of England Newspaper, 3 
November 2006,28. 



ourselves and the world in a new light."' Ruth Etchells reviewed the book for Theology, 

regarding the piece as "a beautiful book, the sort of book Thomas Traherne might have 

written if writing today ... .1'5 She continues, "Certainly it is a book to keep by one for 

future refocusing when the eyes of our spirit grow misted or clouded over."" Writing for 

Catholic Herald, Bernard Green refers to the book as one of "great wi~dorn."~ He notes, 

"In every chapter, I was presented with fresh vistas, new writers and the challenge to go 

and read more."* in Green's view, "Even the most jaded reader could not remain 

untouched by the feeling of wonder and joy that the book inspires.'' Michael Marshall, 

reviewing the book for The Church of England Newspaper, writes, "The book is a sheer 

delight from start to finish as scales fall from the readers' eyes and as literature, poetry, 

art and music yield up their illusive transcendent capacity to evoke wonder, love and 

praise."'* He regards This Sunrise of Wonder as "a timely, challenging and very 

beautiful book to refresh the spirit.. . ."" Elizabeth Vardaman notes that she is 

John Garton, review of This Sunrise of Wonder, by Michael Mayne, Ripon 
College Cuddesdon Ne wslefter, I 996,24. 

Ruth Etchells, review of This Sunrise of Wonder, by Michael Mayne, Theology 
99 (March/April 1996): 168. 

Ibid. 
1 

Bernard Green, "Westrninster's Dean Takes Spiritual Stock," Cafholic Herald 10 
(March 1995): 6. 
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"astonished by the intensity of the writing, the proliferation of references to vast sources, 

and the scope of the project."'* Writing in Third Way, Graham McFarlane states, 

"Mayne offers us hope that amidst the dark colours of life there is still to be found 

brilliant hues which feed our sense of wonder at the fact that we simply are."I3 In his 

review for the Elizabethan Newsletter Richard Ballard writes, "The voice is an Anglican 

voice in the best sense: experienced, inclusive, affirming , wholesome, life-enhancing."14 

He adds, "You can't read a book like this only once."I5 

A noted author wrote to Mayne, "I am amazed at the breadth and depth of your 

: reading, and at the facility with which you manage to recall so many apposite references 

and citations and then weave them deftly into the beautiful fabric of your prose." 

Another reader writes, "I offer you my sincerest thanks, which seem poor return for what 

you have given to me." Another appreciative reader observes, " This Sunrise of Wonder 

would be a desert island book." 

The foreword to This Sunrise of Wonder is written by Ronald Blythe. He sets the 

stage for what follows by noting, "What a disaster to pass through our one and only 

l2 Elizabeth Vardaman, Personal correspondence. 

'3 Graham McFarlane, review of This Sunrise of Wonder, by Michael Mayne, 
Third Way, March 1995, 30. 

'4 Richard Ballard, review of This Sunrise of Wonder, by Michael Mayne, 
Elizabethan Newsietter, Election Term 1 995, 2. 
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earthly life and to miss its glories."16 ~e points out that the book is in no way naively 

optimistic, but that given life's undeniable disappointments and heartaches there is, at 

the same time, so much for which to be deeply grateful.I7 

In the book's first chapter Mayne mentions his father in very compassionate 

terms, recognizing that his father must have known deep pain and anguish to have 

taken his own life in such a desperate way. He writes, "He must have known a lot about 

pain and anguish secretly borne, for one day in May he climbed the church tower in the 

village where he was rector, threw himself down, and was killed almost instantly." l8 He 

goes on to say that the book (in the form of letters to his grandchildren),is, above all, 

about wonder.Ig The book's title comes from G. K. Chesterton's autobiography and 

ChestertonJs tine, "The object of the artistic and spiritual life is to dig for this sunrise of 

In the first 'letterJ he urges his grandchildren to grow into maturity as broad- 

minded people, worldly in the very best sense of that term, aware of life's complexities 

and of the vastly different points of view that are represented in the world. Mayne 

cautions, "Beliefs that are exclusive are usually wrongheaded and always 

~nattractive."~' Mayne's comments here remind one of a passage in Rowan Williams' 
ii 
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Anglican Identifies. In offering an overview of the broad sweep of Anglican theology at 

its best, Williams observes that the best of Anglican theologians know: 

That as Christians they live among immensities of meaning, live in the 
wake of a divine action which defies summary explanation. They take it 
for granted that the believer is always learning, moving in and out of speech 

and silence in a continuous wonder and a continuous turning inside- 
out of mind and feeling? 

Similarly, Michael Battle writes: 

There must be a plurality of theologies, because we do not all 
apprehend or respond to the transcendent in exactly the same way, 
nor can we be expected to express our experience in the same way. 
And this is no cause for lament. Precisely the opposite - it is a 
reason for rejoicing because it makes mandatory our need for one 
another because our partial theologies will of necessity require to 
be corrected by other more or less partial theologies. It reinforces 
the motif of inter-dependence which is the inalienable characteristic 
of the body of ~ h r i s t . ~  

To recognize a plurality of perspectives does not mean that truth is 

relativized. Mayne would recognize that truth is to be pursued with all vigor, but that it 

can be and frequently is hard for we humans to grasp fully. As Mark Oakley puts it in 

The Collage of God, "Truth is not the same thing as the elimination of ambiguity."24 

Oakley goes on to say that theology is one of God's invitations for we humans to listen 

to one another. He continues, "It [theology] is also God's opportunity of letting us know, 
9 

in often tantalising ways, that he always lies just beyond our reach, forever ancient and 

22 Rowan Williams, Anglican Idenfifies (Cambridge, MA: Cowley Publications, 
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forever new."= For Oakley, it is important for Christians to understand that our 

commitment to truth is as that of "pilgrims" rather than as "arrivals," and that in regard to 

truth we are first and foremost "explorers" not "i~lustrators."~~ 

Mayne's contention that exclusive claims to truth are usually wrongheaded and 

always unattractive recalls a passage from John Claypool's God the Ingenious 

Alchemist: Transformng Tragedy into Blessing. Encouraging an open-mindedness in 

matters of theology rather than exclusivity, he writes, "Realizing that there is more in 

God than we can ever fully know, we can sense certain aspects of the Mystery and 

; share our witness with each other as honest gifts, rather than sledgehammer absolutes 

imposed coercively on  other^."'^ 

In her book, The Writing Life, Annie Dillard, in some of the most oft-quoted words 

of contemporary literature, urges: 

Write as if you were dying. At the same time, assume you write for an 
audience consisting solely of terminal patients. That is, after all, the 
case. What would you begin writing if you knew you would die soon? 
What could you say to a dying person that would not enrage by its 
triviality?28 

26 Ibid., 62. - 
" John R. Claypool, God the Ingenious Alchemist: Transforming Tragedy into 

Blessing (Harrisburg, PA: Morehouse Publishing, 2005), xvii. 

28 Annie Dillard, The Writng Life (New York: Harperperennial, ?990), 68. 



Mayne cites this passage, suggesting that his desire is to write of things that do not 

prove trivial, but instead are of lasting value for a life's journey filled with wonder and 

thanksgiving." For Dillard, this language stems from the period when she was writing 

her extraordinary book, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. Philip Yancey notes that during the 

writing of the book Dillard lost a brother-in-law to leukemia. He quotes Dillard, who says 

that against the background of her loved one's battle with the disease, "I could not write 

this little cheerful nature book, nor could I write a new version of the argument from 

design. I had to write for people who are dying or grieving - that's everybody."30 

At the end of the first chapter Mayne includes one of the most pivotal passages 

of the book: "If I could have waved a fairy grandfather's wand at your birth and wished 

you just one gift it would not have been beauty or riches or a long life: it would have 

been the gift of ~onder."~ '  

In chapter two of the book, Mayne counsels his readers to embrace the ultimate 

mystery that is God. The mystery surrounding our Creator is to be embraced, not 

denied. Mayne writes that a mystery in the religious sense is not something to be 

figured out through human logic or cleverness, noting, "A mystery in the religious, as 

opposed to the P. D. James sense, is not some truth that can be fully understood once 

29 Mayne, This Sunrise of Wonder, 9. 

30 Philip Yance y, Soul Survivor: How Thirteen Unlikely Mentors Helped My Faith 
Survive fhe Church (New York: Doubleday, 2003), 233. 

31 Mayne, This Sunrise of Wonder, I I. 



the wit and cunning of our brains have fathomed it Our worship of God is an 

acknowledgment of God's 'Otherness.' Mayne's friend, Basil Hume, writes in The 

Mysfery of the Cross, quoting an unnamed Greek Orthodox theologian, "We see that it 

is not the task of Christianity to provide easy answers to every question, but to make us 

progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the object of our knowledge as 

the cause of our wonder."" In The Mystery of Love, Hume states that a mystery: 

Is a reality which we can never understand, nor even discover for our- 
selves. This mystery can never be solved. It can only be entered and 
explored by one who accepts with awe and reverence that the deepest 
reality is unimaginably greater than we can ever comprehend ... . 34 

, 

Hume concludes the passage: "Beyond the limitations of our senses, and even the 

horizon of death, lies a place of inexpresssible joy, the foundation of all life and love."35 

Throughout This Sunrise of Wonder Mayne is keen to encourage readers to 

relish the wonders of creation, and not to take any moment or sight for granted. In The 

Wounded Healer: Minisfry in Confemporary Sociefy, Henri Nouwen reminds us of 

Teilhard de Chardin's dictum, "To him who can see, nothing is profane."3B One of the 

realities we must learn to 'see' is our own uniqueness as individual children of God. 

32 Ibid., 17. 

33 Basil Hume, The Mystery ofthe Cross (Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 'I 998), 
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Mayne writes that one of the most "Godlike" characteristics we can acquire is a comfort 

with our own being, a contentedness in being oneself, "For there is a still centre at the 

very deepest part of you where you are yourself without subtraction. But it is a sacred 

place, and sacred places are a little scary."37 Mayne would have his readers to be free 

of anxiety regarding their own validity in the eyes of God. In a related passage, Rowan 

Williams refers in his Where God Happens: Discovering Christ in One Another, to "the 

peaceful worthwhileness ~f each p e r ~ o n . " ~  Along with Williams, Mayne would have his 
b 

readers to be at peace with themselves, comfortable in their own skin as God's beloved 

children, contented with who and where they are at any given point in life. Williams 

suggests in his book, Christ on Thal: How the Gospel Unsettles Our Judgement, 

"Arrive. The hardest thing in the world, they say, is to be where you are."" 

In addition to being a close friend, Mayne was enormously appreciative of 

Frederick Buechner's writings. On page 55 of This Sunrise of Wonder Mayne cites the 

passage from Buechner's Now and Then which includes the oft-quoted phrase, "Listen 

to your life." The passage reads in full: 

Listen to your life. See it for the fathomless mystery that it is. In the boredom 
and pain of it no less than in the excitement and gladness; touch, taste, smell 
your way to the heavenly and hidden heart of it because in the last analysis 
all moments are key moments, and life itself is grace." 

37 Mayne, This Sunrise of Wonder, 24. 

38 Rowan Williams, Where God Happens: Discovering Christ in One Another 
(Boston: New Seeds, 2005), xii. 
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Given his experience with ME, Mayne surely embraced as heartily as is possible the 

truth that all moments are indeed key, to be valued and cherished as such. In A Room 

Called Remember: Uncollecfed Pieces, Frederick Buechner writes, "You are alive. 

That's all that matters, and the sheer wonder and grace of it are staggering, the sense 

of life as gift, and the sense of the pricelessness of each moment too, even the most 

h~mdrum."~' Relatedly, in Secrefs in the Dark: .A Life in Sermons, Buechner urges, 

"Pay attention. As a summation of all that I have had to say as a writer, I would settle 

P 
for that.''42 In Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Wn'ting and Life, Anne Lamott states, 

' "There is ecstasy in paying attention."" 

Beginning in A Year Lost and Found and running through to his last book, The 

Enduring Melody, Mayne addresses thoroughly and compellingly the importance of 

learning to live and be content in the present moment. His passion for 'the present' 

reminds one of a passage from Anne Lamott's aforementioned book. The title, Bird by 

Bird: Some Insfructions on Writing andLife, comes from a moment in the life of her 

young son, Sam. Overwhelmed by a school project on birds, Sam was so daunted by 

the project that he was having trouble even getting started. Sam's grandfather 

counseled his young grandson wisely. "Bird by bird, Buddy. Just take it bird by bird."" 

41 Frederick Buechner, A Room Called Remember: Unmllected Pieces, 1 85. 

42 Frederick Buechner, Secrets in the Dark: A Life in Sermons (New York: 
HarperSanFrancisb, 2006), I 83. 
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Richard John Neuhaus chronicles his experience of a close brush with death and 

his eventual recovery in As I Lay Dying: Meditations Upon Returning. He observes 

poignantly, "Having never stopped to live in the present moment, we one day run out of 

present moments and discover we have not lived at He continues, "It is true in 

every present moment: You have all the time there is.'"@ In Pilgrim at Tinker Creek 

Annie Dillard puts it: "Spend the afternoon. You can't take it with you.J147 Randy 

Pausch, author of the runaway bestseller, The Last Lecture, cautions, "Time is all you 

I 
have. And you may find one day that you have less time than you think."" Sam Keen 

! warns us in Learning to Fly: Reflections on Fear, Trust, and the Joy of Letting Go, 

"Focusing on a distant goal, we never cherish the moment. We mortgage the present to 

make a down payment on a future that keeps re~eding."~' 

Daniel Hallock has written a slim book titled, Six Months fo Live: Learning from a 

Young Man with Cancer. The book chronicles the tragic death of Matt Gauger, who 

died of cancer as a newly-married young man after a courageous battle against the 

45 Richard John Neuhaus, As I Lay Dying: Meditations Upon Returning (New 
York: Basic Books, 2002), 66. 
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disease. Hallock writes of Matt and his young wife Cynthia cherishing each moment 

they had together during his illness prior to his death. Cynthia Gauger remembers 

hauntingly, "There was no time to be inwardly asleep.JJ50 

Throughout This Sunrise of Wonder Mayne praises God as Creator, and prarses 

the beauty and wonder of creation. He is quite clear in pointing out that God does not, 

however, equate to nature. Mayne is no pantheist. Creation is a wondrous sign of the 

presence and reality of God but is not in and of itself divine, as God "is the condition and 

ground of all that exists, expressed in, but not limited by, the natural world.JJ5' In 

Mayne's understanding, "The whole world is sacramental and the whole creation 

marked with the signature of its Creator, and ... the only way to find the holy is in the 

ordinary,. . . the ordinary is far more extraordinary than we think."52 Of course, key to this 

theological understanding is the reality that God has come to us in 'ordinary' life in the 

person of Jesus and has made the love of God fully known. 

Mayne goes to great lengths in the book to discuss the reality of our "astonishingJJ 

universe.53 Key to maintaining awareness of the wonder of creation is a childlike 

appreciation of the beauty of the world. In his view, one of the most profound as well as 

Daniel Hallock, Six Months fo Live: Learning from a Young Man with Cancer 
(Farmington, PA: The Plough Publishing House, 2001 ), I 17. 
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challenging sayings of Jesus is that news of the kingdom is to be received as little 
1 

children. Mayne is clear that here Jesus does not mean childish, as in selfish and 

temperamental, but childlike, with a fresh awareness of the world. He writes, "It is as if 

we need to be born anew into a fresh awareness of the world and of each other if we 

are to find our fulfillment together in what he called 'The Kingdom of  GO^.'"^^ For 

mature adults, the first innocence of childhood is gone, but a mature adult is 

nonetheless able to choose to remember to see the world with eyes of wonder and to 

C experience life in a spirit of gratitude.55 Mayne cautions that when we lose our sense of 

4 wonder, the mystery of the holy is diminished, and when our sense of holiness recedes, 

the sacredness of human life becomes "cheap."56 Mayne links our capacity for wonder 

with our capacity for compassion, noting, "Wonder and compassion go hand-in-hand."" 

Importantly, he argues that compassion begins with oneself, seeing oneself as beloved 

in the eyes of God. He asserts, "It is a kind of blasphemy to view ourselves with so little 

compassion when God views us with so much."% 

54 Ibid., 130. 

55 Ibid., 131. 

56 Ibid., 235. 
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Undergirding the theology running through This Sunrise of Wonder is the 

foundational Christian assumption that God is a God of love and that God's love for 

humanity can be trusted. In order to trust God, a person must come to have faith in the 

bedrock reality of God's love, for, "We need to know whether we can walk through this 

world as those who, in some amazing way, are not only 'fearfully and wonderfully 

made', but also loved." In the latter portion of the book Mayne states that the two 

most crucial things for a follower of Jesus Christ to learn are what it means to trust and 
! 

what it means to love.60 This sentiment is echoed in Rowan Williams' book, Tokens of 

i Trusf: An Infrodudion to Chrisfian Beliefs. There Williams states succinctly, "Christian 

belief is really about knowing who and what to trust."61 Williams describes faith as 

"moving deeper into trust as we discover what it means to be the object of an eternally 

trustworthy ~ o v e . " ~  Similarly, in The Real God: A Response fo Anfhony Freeman's God 

in Us, Richard Harries writes, "I believe that when I pray to God.. .what I mean is 

essentially what Jesus meant, namely that there is a wise and loving power behind 

human existence, whom I can trust utterly."a Barbara Brown Taylor, in her Leaving 

Church: A Memoir of Faith, says that faith has "far more to do with trust than with 

59 Ibid., 80. 

60 Ibid., 295. 

6' Rowan Williams, Tokens of Trusf: An Infroduction fo Christian Beliefs 
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certainty.'- A crucial part of the wonder Mayne encourages in his readers is grounded 

in an abiding belief in the trustworthiness of the love ~f God. Mayne wishes for his 

grandchildren, and for every child of God, even amid the undeniable difficulties life 

brings, "A way of being and a frame Of mind that is trusting rather than anxious, grateful 

rather than grudging, compassionate rather than judgemental, and outgoing rather than 

64 Barbara Brown Taylor, Leaving Church: A Memoir of Faith (New York: 
HarperSanFrancisco, 2006), 170. 

65 Ma yne, This Sunrise of Wonder, 296. 



CHAPTER THREE 

PRAY, LOVE, REMEMBER 

"It is pure gold, and will surely fire any Christian's intellect, emotion, and will."' 

Thus writes Michael Perry in Church Times of Pray, Love, Remember, the first book 

written by Michael Mayne after his retirement from Westminster in 1996. Pray, Love, 

Remember is a kind of 'love letter' to the people with whom he worked for ten years, as 

well as to the institution itself which he served with dedication and effectiveness. The 

volume is a Lent book, but its usefulness is in no way limited to that liturgical season. 

The back cover of the book reads in part, "It is a personal account by the former Dean 

of Westminster of the varied and largely unknown life and ministry of Westminster 

Abbey, with reflections on the Christian story and what it means to be human." 

Other than A Year Lost and Found, this is the smallest of Mayne's major works ' 

but it is chock-full of content. Chronologically it is sandwiched between two of Mayne's 

larger, and his two most similar pieces, This Sunrise of Wonder and Learning fo Dance. 

Pray, Love, Remember - is different, a distinct work in Mayne's corpus. Among his five 

major works Pray, Love, Remember is Mayne's least well-known book, though having 

'' Michael Perry, "Not So Much a Retreat, More of a Challenge," review of Pray, 
Love, Remember, by Michael Mayne, Church Times, 29 January 1999, 14. 



46 

sold upwards of 8,000 copies in ten years its readership is more than respectable. 

In a review for the Newsletter of St. Paul's Knightsbridge, Ysenda Maxton 

Graham regards the book as "so illuminating and comforting that it makes one wish 

there could be a Michael Mayne hotline to ring up at times of tragedy."* In Church 

Times, Debbie Thrower writes, "The book is part diary, part reminiscence, and part a 

study that explains to us the Christian story, and what it is to be h ~ m a n . " ~  The reviewer 

for the Westminster Abbey Chorister holds that Michael Mayne "once more reveals his 

* sensitivity, humility and compassion in a way which is both self-effacing and 

bnselfconsci~us."~ The reviewer adds, "It is a devotional book, a gentle yet stimulating 

spiritual guide, finely wrought, deeply absorbing and eminently sa t i~ f~ ing. "~  

In his brief overview of the book, Peter Eaton suggests that "anyone who plans to 

visit Westminster Abbey should have Pray, Love, Remember as a guide."' This is a 

perceptive observation. The book is a rich resource on the abbey's history and its 

ministry in contemporary British society. Not only for visitors, those who are on staff or 

who volunteer at the abbey would do well to know the contents of Pray, Love, 

Remember. There is no other resource like it. One of the appreciative readers who 

Ysenda Maxton Graham, review of Pray, Love, Remember, by Michael Mayne, 
Newsletter of Sf. Paul's Knightsbridrre, February 1 999, 8. 

Michael Mayne, Church- Times, 14 October 2005,24. 
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corresponded with Mayne regarding the book urges, "I hope that you are enjoying your 

retirement but please don't stop writing!" 

The foreword to Pray, Love, Remember is by Alan Bennett. He praises the 

literary quality of the book and joins the chorus of Mayne's readers who are deeply 

impressed by the breadth of his reading.7 Bennett graciously notes that Mayne's very 

considerable learning is worn light~y.~ For Bennett, the actual form of the book - part 

diary, part reminiscence, part devotional instruction - makes for a "wonderfully readable 

mi~ture."~ He observes that Mayne's willingness to be vulnerable and approachable, 

evinced in A Year Losf and Found, is also characteristic of this new book. 

In introducing Pray, Love, Remember, Mayne allows that it is a very personal 

book: "In my view, the only kind of book really worth reading - about the nature and 

significance far me of a place that over ten years became such a deeply valued part of 

my life."" As the book proceeds, Mayne offers a kind of tour of the abbey, providing a 

bit of history and then his personal reflections on the various sections which combine to 

constitute Westminster Abbey, one of the most recognizable and significant buildings in 

the world. 

In this book, Mayne addresses the subject of sin directly for one of the very few 

times in all of his five major works (approximately 1,000 pages of text). In the vast 

majority of his work, Mayne puts the focus squarely on grace. His books convey 

Michael Mayne, Pray, Love, Remember (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 
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unmistakably clearly God's love, God's compassion, God's mercy; and Mayne's 

theological emphasis is unabashedly on humanity's reconciliation with God through 

grace rather than its alienation from God through sin. In Pray, Love, Remember, as in 

the writings of the sixth-century historian, Evagrius, sin is described as the forgetfulness 

of God's goodness." A part of our forgetfulness, in Mayne's view, is our refusal as 

human beings to become the people we truly are in God's love.12 For Mayne sin is: 

To settle for less than 1 might be. To choose the lesser good. To lack 
curiosity and wonder. To miss the mark [the most literal definition of 
the word for sin in the New Testament] because my sights are fixed too 
low. Not to perceive that I am 'fearfully and wonderfully made' in God's 
image.13 

Mayne concludes the passage, "When I ask God to forgive me, I do so because in 

settling for less than 1 am created to be, I know not what I do."I4 

This book on Westminster Abbey includes, fittingly, consideration of church 

architecture, and in particular, medieval, gothic understandings of sacred space. Mayne 

affirms the vision af those who planned and built spaces such as the abbey, for, "Those 

who built our churches created spaces intended to arouse in those who entered them a 

sense of entering a special place, evoking that sense of awe which is the beginning of 

~orship." '~ Here one gets a clear impression of Mayne's presupposition that worship of 

God does in fact begin with a sense of awe - not a sense of God's separation from 

' I  lbid., 3. 

'* Ibid., 46. * 
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humanity - but God's 'Otherness.' Mayne contributed a chapter to Coventry's Firsf 

Cathedral: The Cathedral and Priory of St. Mary. The book is a collection of papers 

from the 1993 symposium celebrating the 950" anniversary of cathedral ministry in 

Coventry. In his contribution Mayne states explicitly, "To feel awe is to begin to 

w~rship." '~ He says further: 

This is why the great monastic abbeys and churches were built: in order 
that the worship of God, the singing of the psalms, the reading of the 
scriptures and the celebrating of the Eucharist, might be done not just 

b with awe and devotion, but aided by all the richness of the architecture, 
all the subtlety of colour and ceremonial, all the beauty of words and 
music, of which we human beings are when we approach God - or rather, 

A when we invite God to approach us.I7 

In the great cathedrals and abbeys, "By our daily round of prayer and worship, the doing 

of the Opus Dei, we stand with those who affirm night and day that God is worthy of our 

love and praise, and that every living soul, made in God's likeness, is of infinite value in 

his sight."18 When Mayne assumed the Deanery of Westminster, it was his foundational 

assumption that meaningful Christian worship must be at the very center of the abbey's 

life, that the abbey must be and indeed feel like a church, instead of it being 

experienced primarily as a great national shrine and tourist attraction. In speaking of 

the daily round of services offered in the cathedrals and abbeys of the Church of 

England, Mayne holds, "All are part of the Opus Dei, and everything else we do is 

j6 Michael Mayne, "The Celebration of the 950th Anniversary of the Founding of 
the Church of St. Mary," in Coventry's First Cathedral: The Cathedral and Priory of St. 
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1 se~ondary."'~ As Dean of Westminster, Mayne was all too familiar with the enormous 
I 

costs of maintaining a massive medieval building. Still, in his view such buildings have 
I 
1 their place in the life of the church as centers of truly awe-inspiring worship. 

i Of course, Mayne was comfortable with the fact that the vast majority of Christian 

s' worship does not take place in the grandeur of a massive stone cathedral or abbey. 
I 
1 Delightfully, in his remarks at the Bowen conference in 1996 he recalls a time in Texas k 

when for an outdoor eucharist wine was available in abundance but the only 'bread' 

available was gold colored, goldfish-shaped cocktail biscuits! 

Mayne did not author many published book reviews, but he did write a review of 

the important book, Embracing the Chaos: Theological Responses to AIDS, edited by 

James Woodward. The review appears in Theology. In the review Mayne makes clear 

that while churches are first and foremost places of worship, at the same time they are 

to be places where "people may share their vulnerability and find healing, places of 

openness and love.. . He notes poignantly: 

Those of us who have been privileged to witness the AIDS support groups 
that have burgeoned in our larger cities [largely in non-church settings at 
the time of the review in 19901 cannot but be moved by (and made 
ashamed of) the supportive love, forgiveness and acceptance that are 
often found there.*' 

In any assessment of the broad sweep of Mayne's years of ministry, it must be 

remembered that he was in the forefront of the church's nascent outreach to those with 

HIVIAIDS and their carers. 

- 

20 Michael Mayne, review of Embracing the Chaos: Theological Responses to 
AIDS, ed. James Woodward, Theology 93 (SeptemberIOctober 1990): 41 6. 



In Pray, Love, Remember Mayne revisits the subject of the nature of faith, 

covered more thoroughly in This Sunrise of Wonder. The reader is reminded that faith 

does not imply absolute certainty, but instead a willingness to explore the mystery of 

God. A faithful person does not pretend to possess all the answers but is willing to 

acknowledge and to live the questions. Similarly to hope, faith is a mindset, an 

orientation. Honest doubts are a part of faith, not its denial, and a person of faith's 

doubts are but an example of a healthy refusal to be "prematurely convin~ed."~~ 

Clearly for Mgyne, prayer is to be the very lifeblood of the abbey's ministry. 

Friends and colleagues of Mayne universally remember him as a person of prayer. One 

of his most revealing statements regarding prayer is: 

Prayer is not an escape from life, a few minutes cut out of life, but a 
regular, disciplined reminder that all life is lived in God's presence, 
a marveling at God's love as that is shown in Christ, a thankful 
responding to that transcendent reality by whom we are held in being? 

Though obviously extremely well-educated theologically, Mayne did not consider 

himself primarily to be a theologian but a pastor. He makes no claim at any point to 

being an original thinker in matters of theology. His writings are, consequently, 

fundamentally pastoral in nature. He is concerned to write about the life of prayer rather 

than to presume to develop 'original' theological ideas. Here one is reminded of a 

passage from Mark Oakley where he claims, "A true Christian liberality will be more 

concerned to direct our limited language to God rather than about ~ 0 d . l ' ~ ~  

- 
ZZ Mayne, Pray, Love, Remember. 21. 

24 Mark Oakley, The Collage of God, 56. 
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Mayne's tenure as Dean of Westminster was informed by his assumption that the 

abbey's life was to be loyal to its heritage but not encumbered by it. Mayne makes a 

distinction between the abbey's inheritance and its tradition, noting, "I always believed 

that the Abbey's role, like the Church's role, is to be loyal to its heritage but not 

encumbered by it. In short, to distinguish its inheritance from its tradition."25 The 

abbey's inheritance is to be a vibrant, engaged, relevant and fully functioning church. 

The author has a friend who was in St. Paul's Cathedral, London, in the 1980s when a 

professional tour guide announced to those in her charge, "This used to be a church, 

but is now a museum.'' Uninformed, and unfair in the extreme, such an errant view of 

the abbey would have been a nightmare to Michael Mayne. 

It is important to note that while Dean, Mayne did not allow himself to be 

consumed solely with administrative duties. He braught a pastoral sensitivity to 

Westminster in 1986 and maintained that outlook for the duration of his tenure. Mayne 

was available as a counselor. Also, his friend and colleague Anthony Harvey 

remembers that Mayne "sought to make every employee and every voluntary helper 

feel needed as part of a caring in~titution."~~ He kept constantly in mind the view that, 

"Jesus comes to be the love of God in our midst. That, and nothing less than that, is 

what every Christian church exists to proclaim ... ."27 Thus, for Mayne, pastoral ministry 

remained uppermost in his sense of vocation. 

25 Mayne, Pr& Love, Remember, 38. 

2%nthony Harvey, Obituary for Michael Mayne, The lndependent on Sunday, 2. 

Mayne, Pray, Love, Remember, 49. 



Mayne revisits briefly in Pray, Love, Remember the subject addressed thoroughly 

in A Year Lost and Found of being open and honest regarding one's experiences and of 

a willingness to admit one's vulnerability. He writes that those who have been most 

I helpful to him in his life's journey are those persons willing to speak or preach or write 
1 

out of their own experiences and who allow themselves, "At appropriate times, with 

reticence and hopefully without self-indulgence, to admit and share their own 

vu~nerability."~~ An appropriate reticence about saying too much remained important to ' Mayne at all times. As a pastoral counselor, however, he understood that someone 

'. coming for counseling had to be able to see that the counselor embraced her or his own 

humanity and could therefore offer compassion and understanding, for "They will only 

be attracted to you in the first place if they know from the sort of person you have 

revealed yourself to be that you are not afraid of sharing your own h~rnanity."~' 

It is in Pray, Love, Remember where Mayne writes most fully concerning his 

father's suicide. He ponders what his father must have been like, recognizing that he is 

bone of his father's bone and flash of his father's flesh. He refers to his father as being 

wounded and admits that he will never know what deep despair led his father to take 

such a desperate action as suicide, noting, "What he was like, this wounded man whose 

genes I carry, or what deep unhappiness led him to take such a desperate action, I 

could only guess."30 A part of Mayne's remarkable capacity for compassion sprang 

from his understanding, issuing from his father's suicide, that no one can really ever 

- 
28 Ibid., 55. 

29 Ibid., 56. 

30 Ibid., 57. 



understand fully what is in the heart and soul of another human being and that one dare 

not presume to pass ultimate judgment on another's life or death, as this is for God 

a~one.~' In one of his most poignant passages, Mayne relates that a woman who 

remembered his father once conveyed, "I was fifteen when he died. He was so popular 

in the village; and, you know, he was such a jolly man." Mayne observes, "How little we 

reveal. Wow little we know.'J32 Mark Oakley reminds us of a line from Ian McEwanJs 

novel Amsterdam: "We know so little about each other. We lie mostly submerged like 

ice floes, with our visible social selves projecting only cool and white."33 

Faith as trust, not as certainty, is a recurring theme for Mayne. This subject is 

addressed in Pray, Love, Remember specifically as it relates to Jesus. Mayne reminds 

his readers of JesusJ humanity, the incarnational reality that Jesus experienced life as 

we do and is therefore capable of the ultimate in compassion and understanding. 

Mayne writes that JesusJ message, ultimately, is, 'Trust me, I give you my word.'"his 

phrase, 'I give you my wordJ, is crucial to MayneJs theology. In one of the meditations 

he offered at the Bowen conference in 1996, Mayne states that 'I give you my wordJ is 

the "essenceJ' of the gospel message. For Mayne, 'the wordJ can be trusted amid 

anything that life may bring. Near the end of the book, Mayne notes that when he 

chose Ophelia's 'Pray, love, rememberJ from Hamlet as the book's title, he did so 

31 Ibid., 58. - 
32 Ibid., 59. 

33 Oakley, The Collage of God, 60. 

34 Mayne, Pray, Love, Remember, 74. 



because these words sum up for him the very essence of the Christian life.35 In his 

mature years Mayne understood that what matters most for a Christian is praying, 

loving and remembering.36 

35 lbid., 122. 

36 Ibid., 135. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

LEARNING TO DANCE 

Michael Mayne intended that Pray, Love, Remember should be his last book. 

Both in published material and in letters, Mayne expresses his concern about ever 

being, in his words, "tiresomely repetitive." To Mayne's own satisfaction, he had said 

what he had to say in A Year Losf and Found, This Sunrise of Wonder, and finally, in 

Pray, Love,  eme ember . His publisher (Darton, Longman and Todd), however, took a 

decidedly different point of view and approached Mayne regarding the possibility of 

another book. At first Mayne demurred. In a letter to his (eventual) editor, Brendan 

Walsh, Mayne wrote on 21 January 2000, "I'm by nature a hoarder and dispenser of the 

thoughts of others rather than an original thinker.. . ."' Here Mayne is acknowledging his 

anxiety concerning the prospect of a fourth major book being repetitive. In about a 

year's time, however, Mayne had accepted the fact there was another book in him. He 

wrote to Brendan Walsh on 8 January 2001, "The book will be very personal, as 1 don't 

know how to write any other way."* Learning to Dance was published later that year. In 

' Michael Mayne, Letter to Brendan Walsh, 21 January 2000. 

Michael Mayne, Letter to Brendan Walsh, 8 January 2001. 



Mayne's corpus, the book is most similar to This Sunrise of Wonder. While there are 

numerous points of contact between the two pieces, and indeed, some overlap, 

Learning to Dance is in no way a rehash of This Sunrise of Wonder but stands very well 

on its own. The perspective offered in Learning to Dance is even more considered than 

that of This Sunrise of Wonder. Willfully undertaking the project, Mayne clearly did 

intend for this to be his final book, his 'signing off from the mature standpoint of a 

retired clergyman who had offered a lifetime of service to the church. A number of 

ideas present in This Sunrise of Wonder are taken further in Learning to Dance. Any 

reader who appreciates Mayne's first 'big book', This Sunrise of Wonder, will find that 

Learning to Dance adds substantively to the former's contents. Some eight years after 

it first appeared, sales of Learning to Dance approach 10,000. 

The most notable difference between Learning fo Dance and This Sunrise of 

Wonder is thafthe relationship between religion and science is explored in much 

greater detail. Mayne's treatment of science, from a lay perspective, calls to mind Annie 

Dillardls Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. In his review praising Learning to Dance in The 

Salisbury Cathedral News, John Austin Baker suggests, "Few things are more urgent 

than that Christians should lose their fearful distrust of science, and rejoice in it as a 

major window on to ~ o d . " ~  Baker notes that alongside his discussion of the wonders of 

creation, Mayne, as always, honestly explores "the horrors, the suffering [of lifelan4 

Baker recognizes that, as a writer, Mayne "has helped and enhanced the lives of 

John Austin Baker, review of Learning to Dance, by Michael Mayne, The 
Salisbury Cathedral News, n. d. 

lbid. 



thousands. .. ." It is Baker who articulates in print what most of Mayne's readers 

ponder: "He [Mayne] either has the best stocked mind in England or a unique filing 

system!JJ6 The answer appears to have been the former. In his conclusion Baker 

opines, "If you buy it, buy two copies, for you will want to lend it, and if you do you will 
1 

i never see that copy  again!^'^ 

Victor Stock reviewed the book for Church Dmes and writes in response to 

Mayne's balanced treatment of both life's joys and its sorrows, "To be hopeful while 

being honest is perhaps the deepest and most miraculous kind of ~hr is t iani t~."~ He 

notes, "Michael Mayne is able to write personally, for example, about the suicide of his 
1, 

father, but he does so with a delicacy that wiH enabte others studying this book to take 

the risk of sharing something af themse~ves."~ David Scott, in his review in The 

Franciscan, mentions, "The suicide of the author's father, also a priest, was one of 

those most desperately unforgettable moments in my lifetime's 

In her review for The Tablef, Margaret Sif considers Learning to Dance to be, "A 

landmark in the exploration of contemporary spirituality. It crosses boundaries hitherto 

well policed, and breaks open the packaging in which we too easily try to contain our 

lbid. 

lbid. 

' lbid. 

' Victor ~ tock , ' "~ ind in~  Your Still Centre," Church Times, I November 2002, 18. 

lbid. 

'' David Scott, review of Learning fo Dance, by Michael Mayne, The Franciscan 
1 5 (May 2003): 14. 



be~ieving."~' Similarly to Elizabeth Vardaman's wording regarding This Sunrise of 

Wonder, Silf finds that Learning to Dance is "authoritative yet accessib~e."'~ in her 

opinion, the book is "The ripe fruit of the dance in the author's own being between a fine 

intellect and an open heart."I3 To her the book represents "an intricate and fascinating 

tapestry of interwoven  theme^."'^ She regards the book as "an important and 

substantial contribution to an evolving genre of literat~re."'~ Silf applauds Mayne's 

carrying forward the argument &gun in This Sunrise of Wonder that, "Fixing God in 

'certaintiesJ leads to exclusive, divisive systems that are the opposite of faith."I6 She 

I concludes, "This is the kind of book - a rare event - that one would happily take away 

to a desert island."17 

The review in Scientific and Medical Network Review finds the book to be 

"delightful and erudite."I8 Further, "The writing is conversational but the insights 

profound and his choice of quotations - especially poetry - is wonderfu~."'~ Similarly, 

'I Margaret Silf, "Rhythm of Life," The Tablet, 18 May 2002, 25. 

l2 Ibid. 

l3 Ibid. 

l4 Ibid. 

Ibid. 

l6 Ibid. 

" Ibid. 

Review of Learning to Dance, by Michael Mayne, Scientific and Medical 
Network Review, n. d. 

Ibid. 































CHAPTER FIVE 

THE ENDURING MELODY 

Approached by Darton, Longman and Todd for another book, Michael Mayne 

stood firm initially. Learning to Dance had, without question, been envisioned as the 

final book. In time, however, circumstances led Mayne to embrace the challenge of 

another writing project. He was considering a book which would address spirituality 

form the point of view of one nearing the end of life. This proposed piece would assess 

those spiritual ideas and commitments which endure to the end and which prove to be 

essential to a life of faith, as opposed to those components of the spiritual life which, in 

the end, are allowed to fall away, having proven to be nonessential. In the summer of 

2005, Mayne was diagnosed with cancer of the jaw. He committed to write The 

Enduring Melody as an attempt to offer spiritual comfort and encouragement to others 

struggling in 'cancer country'. Parts I and II of the book are addresses Mayne had given 

before the diagnosis. They reflect his original idea regarding a final book, whose 

tentative target time of release was 2009. Part t i t  is an astonishingly candid account of 

Mayne's experiences foltowing the diagnosis. In the beginning there was hope that the 

cancer could be treated with some effectiveness, but after a long series of painful 

treatments the cancer proved terminal. 
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Peter Eaton describes this truly unique book as, "Part journal, part 

autobiography, part meditation, part theology, part prayer. .. ."I Mayne himself refers to it 

as "rather mongre~lish."~ The Enduring Melody is an extraordinarily intimate 

autobiographical account of one person's passage from life to death. It is a haunting 

book, unforgettable in the deepest possible sense of that word. Within the first year of 

its publication the book had sold over 6,000 copies. 

Brendan Walsh, Mayne's editor, received a letter dated 1 April 2006 from Michael 

Mayne announcing that the manuscript was nearing completion. Mayne was, at that 

time, suffering from severe dental pain from both the cancer and the treatments. He 

wrote, "I'm a shade low at present, and I'm determined to end the book on a high: an 

honest high which doesn't pretend that everything is rosy, but which says: 'I've come 

through, and life is good again.'"3 At this point the diagnosis was not yet terminal. On 

23 April 2006, Mayne wrote to Walsh about The Enduring Melody, "I'm hypercritical, and 

I'm pleased with it. .. ."4 He added, "I think, of all my books, it's the one I'd want to save 

in a fire ... ."' Suggesting a blurb for the book, Mayne wrote to Walsh: 

In this highly personal book Michael Mayne set out to tackle the linked 
questions of what is the solid ground of a belief which for him has proved 
authentic and survived into old age, and how aging may affect us physically, 

Michael Mayne, The Enduting Melody (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 

Michael Mayne, Letter to Brendan Walsh, 1 April 2006. 

Mayne, Letter to Brendan Walsh, 23 April 2006. 



mentally and spiritually. That done, there came the unexpected challenge 
of cancer of the jaw, and in a nine-month journal he reflects (among much 
else) on whether his feith stands firm, and where God may be found in the 
challenging country of cancer.' 

Writing to Mayne on 19 May 2006, Walsh said, "I think you've done a quite 

fabulous job. It feels absolutely real, and I'm sure this is why so many people love your 

books and have found something in them they have found in few other writers." 

The book is dedicated to four friends of Mayne's who died of cancer - Stewart 

Cross, who had been Bishop of Blackburn and a cofteague of Mayne's at the BBC; John 

A. T. Robinson; Giles Eccleston, a successor of Mayne's at Great St. Mary's, 

Cambridge; and Terrence Wenham, a friend from Harpenden. 

Thomas Moore, in Dark Nights of the Soul: A Guide to Finding Your Way 

Through M ' s  Ordeals, quotes Virginia Woolf from a piece titled "On Being Ill." Woolf 

writes: 

Considering how common illness is, how tremendous the spiritual change 
that it brings, how astonishing, when the lights of health go down, the 
undiscovered centuries that are then disclosed, what wastes and deserts 
of the soul a slight attack of influenza brings to view, what precipices and 
lawns sprinkled with bright flowers a little rise of temperature reveals, what 
ancient and obdurate oaks are uprooted in us by the act of sickness. . . it is 
strange indeed that illness has not taken its place with love and battle and 
jealousy among the prime themes of literature? 

lbid. 

Brendan Walsh, Letter to Michael Mayne, 19 May 2006. 

* Thomas Moore, Dark Alights of the Soul: A Guide to Finding Your Way Through 
Life's Ordeals (New York: Gdham Books, 2004), 268. 
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Along these lines, David M. Hoyle, in the Mere's Sermon at Corpus Christi 

College, Cambridge, published in 2007, describes The Enduring Melody as a "searingly 

honest account of what it is to think about dying."g Eamon Duffy, in his memorial 

sermon for Mayne at Great St. Mary's, Cambridge, refers to the book as "a harrowing 

chronicle of hope and endurance in the face of indignity and very great suffering. It is 

impossible to read it without tears, and it is his best book."'* The Daily Telegraph's 

obituary for Mayne notes that the book was written "to help his fellow sufferers."" 

Donald Gray, in his obituary for Mayne in Church Times, writes that the book recounts 

'a heroic end that will inspire many."'* 

The back cover of Richard John Neuhaus' As I Lay Dying: Meditations Upon 

Returning, describes that book as "sometimes grim but always graceful. . . ." Though 

unquestionably difficult to read at times, there is also a gracefulness, a dignity which 

suffuses The Enduring Melody. 

In the obituary for Mayne in The Tablet, Anthony Harvey writes that, "The 

book.. . reveals the integration of faith, pastoral experience and aesthetic sensibility 

which had been at work in his life from the time when, as a small boy, he had to face the 

David M. Hoyle, "Mere's Sermon," Letter offhe Corpus Association, Corpus 
Christi College, Cambridge, Michaelmas 2007, 27. 

Eamon Duffy, Sermon preached at Great St. Mary's (The University'church), 
Cambridge, for a Eucharist of Remembering and Thanksgiving for Michael Mayne, 22 
January 2007,6. 

''I Obituary for Michael Mayne, The Daily Telegraph, 24 October 2006, 27. 

l2 Donald Gray, Obituary' for Michael Mayne, Church Times, 27 October 2006, 27. 



suicide of his father.. . ."I3 In the obituary in The Independent on Sunday Harvey 

describes The Enduring Melody as, "An astonishingly frank and compelling 

account ... .JJ'4 He considers the book to be "a remarkable testimony" which has been 

"received and treasured by many."'= In Mayne's obituary posted on the Westminster 

Abbey website, Robert Wright notes that the book "will be of enormous help to both 

those who face their own death and those who support the 

Writing in The Pastoral Review, Anne Long states, "If you want to be inspired by 

an account of someone living out every moment of his dying then you are likely to be 

moved and challenged at a deep and lasting level."I7 She observes that the book 

contains "gems of reflection on literature, words, art, relationships.. . wonder, God, the 

Church, incarnation, prayer, death."18 She advises, "Read it and re-read it for in it you 

will find treasures you will want to return to again and again."" 

In her review for The Times, Salley Vickers writes: 

What is so remarkable about The Enduring Melody is its unsentimental 
testimony to the power of faith and hope not to banish but to grow 
alongside pain and loss as a realisable potential of consciousness. It is 
a brave and moving account of one man's effort to celebrate life at its 

l3 Anthony Harvey, Obituary for Michael Mayne, The Tablef, 4 November 2006, 
40. 

l4 Anthony Harvey, Obituary for Michael Mayne, The lndependenf on Sunday, 28 
October 2006, 3. 

'' Anthony Harvey, Personal correspondence, 19 October 2008. 

B 
1 l6 Obituary for Michael Mayne, Westminster Abbey, I 

8 
" Anne Long, review of The Enduring Melody, by Michael Mayne, The Pastoral 

Review 4 (MaylJune 2008): 94. 



most testing and inexpficable, and as such will bring a sense of com- 
prehending companionship to others undergoing similar trials?' 

Barrie Hibbert, in a sermon preached at Flinders Street Baptist Church in 

Adelaide, Australia, says of the book, "It is not easy to read ... in fact it gets harder as 

you go.. . but as you go, you become more and more aware that you ate walking on holy 

ground."" Hibbert observes that Mayne "was writing his own obituary." In a sermon 

preached on Good Friday, 2007, at St. Dunstan-in-the-West parish in London, William 

Gulliford states regarding The Enduring Melody, "It is a staggering book, which I had to 

read in stages not because it is dense, but because it is so v i ~ i d . " ~  

Writing in Church Times, Sr. Frances Dominica notes, "When I started to read 

this book, I found myself putting markers in pages to which I wanted to return - and 

then I stopped, because I was marking every other page. The book is a treasury.n24 

Writing in The Tablet, James Roose-Evans states, "The harvest of a lifetime has been 

gathered in these pages and it invites several  reading^."^' He suggests that the book is 

rn 20 Safley Vickers, review of The Enduring Melody, by Michael Mayne, The Times, 
29 July 2006. 

21 Barrie Hibbert, 'The Bottom Line," sermon preached at Flinders Street Baptist 
Church, Adelaide, Australia, 26 November 2006, 3. 

* Ibid., 2. 

23 William Gulliford, "Good Friday Sermon 2007," sermon preached at St. 
Dunstan-in-the-West, London, 6 April 2007, 1. 

24 Dominica, Sister Frances, "Singer at One with His Song," Church Times, 30 
March 2007, 25. 

25 James Roose-Evans, "Heroic Last Testament," The Tablef, 4 November 2006, 
\ 

. 24. 



in the tradition of George ~ e r b e r t . ~ ~  Joyce Donoghue, reviewing the book in the 

newsletter of Holy Trinity Church, Cuckfield (Sussex) writes, "This is a story of pain and 

death faced with great courage and, despite the ending, not a sad book but rather an 

encouragement to those of us with a lesser faith and, so far, less pain to bear."" 

In a review for The Observer dated 17 September 2006, Robert McCrum writes: 

At the moment ... Michael Mayne is terminally ill, but with the publication 
of this courageous book, he will have in his final weeks the consolation 
of knowing that, in this unflinching, brave and unforgettable memoir, he 
has provided a dispatch from the front line of ill health that will provide 
comfort for thousands in the future.28 

In McCrumls view, "There will be few more affecting books this autumn."29 Writing in 

OKs offcuts, Roger Symon states that Mayne has left behind "an inspirational classic 

of Christian spirituality."M 

Though Mayne lived to see the publication of the book, most of the letters to him 

from appreciative readers arrived after his death. One reader writes, "Your new book is 

masterly - a classic description of the advent of death. It deserves to be a resounding 

26 Ibid. 

27 Joyce Donoghue, review of The Enduring Melody, by Michael Mayne, Making 
Christ Known: Holy Trinity, CucMield Parish Magazine, April 2007, 1 7. 

28 Robert McCrum, "Hope Lives on in Cancer Country," The Observer, 17 
September 2006. 

29 Ibid. 

30 Roger Symon, review of The Enduring Melody, by Michael Mayne, OKs 
Ofcuts, 19 January 2007, 7. 



success, not a short term sensation but a quiet influence on many people for years to 

come." Another letter notes that Mayne's selection of quotations and thoughts from 

others are "more than matchedJJ by his own prose. A reader writes, "As an example of 

how to deal with adversity it is unparalleled in my experience." Another writes, "I shall 

keep returning to it. . . ." 

A bishop in the Church of England notes, "Your writing is deep, searching -and 

liberating when fully 'taken on board.'" He adds, "It aught to be required reading in 

theological colleges and in clergy study groups." We concludes, "I thank you for your 

book, which is so searching, so challenging - and (I must say) so deeply moving." 

Another reader suggests, "It should certainty be compulsory reading for all doctors!" 

In a letter dated 26 October 2006, four days after Mayne's death, a reader writes that 

the book is "profoundly moving." The person goes on to say poignantly, "Your 

willingness to share the painful journey through 'the questioning country of cancer' with 

such honesty and humour is infinitely helpful to those, like myself, whose own journey is 

just beginning." 

In a letter to Mayne's publisher, a reader, having just experienced the sudden, 

unexpected death of someone very dear to them, writes on 18 October 2006, "1 find it to 

be the very greatest help, the very greatest help, and of such intelligence, insight and 

understanding which perhaps can only come through very great suffering." This person 

adds, "1 have received all he says into my very broken heart." Another reader writes to 

Mayne that The Enduring Melody is "without doubt the most moving book I have read." 

As people heard the news of her husband's death, Alison Mayne began receiving 

letters regarding The Enduring Melody. One states, "I've given The Enduring Melody to 



six people all of whom have welcomed it gratefully and join me in blessing your husband 

for having written it." Another reader writes, "I read [from] it nearly every day." Another 

observes, "It is so packed with wisdom and reflection that it is hard to be read at a 

stretch.. . ." 

In a letter to Alison Mayne, Mark Mayne, and Sarah Mayne Tyndall dated 23 

October 2006 Brendan Walsh writes, "Michael was an inspiration to me and I was so 

proud to have worked with him: his books will rattle around the world for as long as 

people will wonder about love and justice and prayer and forgiveness." 

In typical modesty, Michael Mayne writes in the introduction to The Enduring 

Melody that he had been "confident" that four books were "more than enough," and that 

everything he had to say had been said by the end of Learning to ~ a n o e . ~ '  Anyone 

who reads his final book, however, realizes that The Enduring Melody stands out - 

everything that comes before it in his body of work leads up to, but does not fully 

anticipate, the contents of his last literary work. He states in the introduction that the 

book is his hoqest attempt to write about his time in 'the questioning country of cancer', 

a term he learned from Mother Mary John of the Benedictine community at West 

~a l l ing.~*  He makes clear that the final text of the book is printed largely as it was 

originally written.33 Echoing his earlier thoughts regarding A Year Lost and Found, this 

31 Michael Mayne, The Enduring Melody, xv. 

32 Ibid., xvii. 

33 Ibid. 



final book is offered to encourage others in their experience of darkness. Mayne writes, 

"I believe that one of the ways in which God can use our experience of darkness is to 

increase our imaginative understanding, reaching out to one another with love because 

we have been there too."34 

Mayne defines cantus flrmus from the language of music as the firm ground, the 

absolute rather than that which is relative. The cantus firmus, the enduring melody, is 

that which endures throughout, as opposed to that which proves nones~ential.~~ He 

affirms that the cantus firmus is unique for each individual, as each human being 

experiences life from an absolutely unique perspective.% Through to his final work, 

Mayne is consistent in his theme of the (ultimately) "unbridgeable aloneness1' of every 

individua~.~~ Mayne assures his readers that in God's love and mercy one can stand 

before God without pretense or fear, for: 

This uniqueness that is 'me' is what 1 have to offer my Creator, who 
knows me infinitely better than I know myself, and graciously welcomes 
me home, not in spite of what I have been but because of what i am. 
'Graciously': the action of grace. 'Home': the place where I can shed all 
pretence, where 'everything is known and yet forgi~en' .~~ 

Later in the book he notes that biographers must admit that they cannot possibly 

penetrate through a person's protective layers to know "the full secrets of any human 

34 I bid., XX.  

35 Ibid., 3. 

36 Ibid., 8. 

37 Ibid., 21. 

XJ fbid., 33. 



In Pray, Love, Remember Mayne writes regarding the finality of death that when 

that time comes, "We cannot hold on to anything.. . ."" And in Learning to Dance he 

admits that prior to our death, no individual can know for sure what their response will 

be." Though not yet diagnosed as terminal, with the cancer known Mayne 

acknowledges in The Enduring Melody that all he has written, preached, and counseled 

will now be put to the test." While anticipating the unknown of an upcoming operation 

Mayne writes in his diary on 13 July 2005, "'Your right hand holds me fast' battles with 

moments of panic."43 The entry of 14 July admits that like any other person, he 

experiences moments of strength, and then moments of fear." 

The entry for 19 July admits that, his best efforts to the contrary notwithstanding, 

he still falls prey to the temptation to take things for granted." The current illness 

reminds Mayne powerfully of his many blessings. 

In the entry for 28 July he acknowledges his first real sense of "deso~ation.~~" 

While recovering from extensive and painful surgery, he writes on 10 August about the 

Michael Mayne, Pray, Love? Remember, 1 17 

4' Michael Mayne, Learning to Dance, 158. 

42 Michael Mayne, The Enduring Melody, 48. 

43 Ibid., 49. 

44 Ibid., 51. 

45 lbid., 55. 

46 Ibid., 70. 



"dark days" of the difficult period of recovery, but that, in retrospect, he recognizes 

God's presence.47 

The entry for 18 August mentions the tragic murder of Brother Roger of the Taize 

community. Mayne had known Brother Roger and, along with Christians worldwide, is 

devastated by the news of Brother Roger's violent death at the hand of a mentally 

disturbed person. Most interestingly, Mayne states that of all the people he has met in 

his life and through his very visible postings five stand out as the most exceptional - 
Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa, the Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu, and "by no means 

least," Brother ~oger?  

Mayne's approach to his battle with cancer was influenced in no small measure 

by his friend John A. T. Robinson's own experience in the early 1980s. On 24 August 

2005 Mayne writes that he finds God "in'' the evil of the cancer. Importantly, Mayne 

notes that he does not believe that God sent the chncer, but that God "is to be found in 

and through it.. . .'la Mayne knew well and had great respect for Robinson's courageous 

and dignified battle with the illness. In a sermon at Trinity College Chapel, Cambridge, 

Robinson stated: "For God is to be found in the cancer as in everything else. If he is 

not, then he is not the God of the Psalmist who said, 'If I go down to hell, thou art there 

also', let alone of the Christian who knows God most deeply in the ~ r o s s . ' ' ~  On 11 

September 2005 Mayne writes that though not necessarily a death sentence, cancer is 

47 Ibid., 80. 

6 50 Eric James, A Life of Bishop John A. T. Robinson: Scholar, Pastor, Prophet, 



an unrelenting "tap on the shoulder" regarding one's mortality. Unlike a sudden, 

unexpected death, or the slow, gradual decline into senility, cancer [typically] allows one 

time to ''say what needs to be said."' On 9 July 1983, Robinson wrote in his journal 

that a diagnosis of cancer [typically] allows one to "prepare and make dispositions with 

the family ... .'j5* On 8 June 1983 Robinson had written, "I always used to think the 

words in Bishop Ken's hymn: 'Live this day as 'twere' thy lastJ rather morbid, but I now 

know what they mean: to count and enjoy every moment that is given you ... .. '153 

Mayne's entry for 22 - 23 September 2005 reckons honestly and hauntingly with 

the prospect of the fear of death. He writes that "there's a sense in which we are 

human before we are Christian and the very human bit retains that primal fear of the 

dark, the unknown.. . . 1'54 

As Mayne's illness progressed, his journal entries became less frequent and 

more general. The entry for May 2006 recalls a major point of A Year Lost and Found 

that a patient longs to be treated as a whole person and not merely as a set of 

symptoms. He writes: 

Each of us is frail and vulnerable; too often we are to be discovered sitting 
in the doctor's waiting room, or lying in a hospital bed or on a psychiatrist's 
couch, crying out for healing. Crying out to be seen, not chiefly as a set of 
interesting symptoms or a machine requiring repair, but as a person, with 
all that word implies.55 

51 Mayne, The Enduring Melody, 1 69. 

52 James, 291. 

53 Ibid., 286. 

54 Mayne, The Enduring Melody, 1 90. 

55 Ibid., 242. 



In the postscript of The Enduring Melody Mayne writes with absolute, unflinching 

honesty about learning that the long, extensive, and very painful treatments in the end 

have not worked and that the cancer has returned with full force. These pages are a 

window into this man's soul, in so far as such is possible. He writes of his desire to die 

with gratitude for all of the blessings of his life and without resentment for the illness that 

is taking his life. 

Gillian Rose's extraordinary book, Love's Work: A Reckoning with Life, contains 

the haunting passage, "I went through this [cancer treatment] for the whole summer, 

every ten days; all, it transpired, to no avail. My well-differentiated cancer is 

chemotherapy-re~istant."~~ An engaged reader is moved to the core by such finality, for 

as Mayne would put it, we are first of all human, and, at the deepest core of our being, 

we cannot help but be frightened of the ultimate unknown. Michael Mayne's final written 

words acknowledge both his unspeakable sadness and his ultimate hopefulness in the 

faith that endures. 

56 Gillian Rose, Love's Work: A Reckoning Wifh Life (New York: Schocken 
Books, 1995), 89. 



CONCLUSION 

At the time of the death of Michael Ramsey, George Connor wrote a column for 

the newsletter of St. Peter's Episcopal Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee. The column 

is a tribute to the former archbishop and reads in part, "Ramsey was a deeply spiritual 

man and Anglican to the bone. We all have cause to thank God for his life and work; 

may he rest in peace."' Connor could just as well have been describing his friend, 

Michael Mayne. Mayne, like Ramsey, was Anglican to the bone. When one thinks of a 

well-educated, urbane English cleric, Michael Mayne fits that description. Mayne 

served the Church of England his entire adult life. A faithful parish priest, diocesan staff 

member, and broadcasting executive, in time he rose to serve in one of the most visible 

pastoral posts in the Christian church. A pastor first, he was also a writer whose books 

have sold more than 38,000 copies and remain in print. In his study are hundreds of 

letters from readers who, in the end, say essentially the same thing - thank you. 

Mayne penned the introduction to the 1998 reprint of Anthony Trollope's 

Clergymen of the Church of England. f here he writes that the defining marks of 

Anglicanism are: 

' George Connor, Hints and Guesses 11: Selected Commentaries, 1982 - 1997, 
73. 



Tolerance within a broad spectrum of belief and interpretation, a high 
regard for the individual conscience; moderation in face of extremism; 
a recognition that sometimes the truth lies in both extremes rather 
than somewhere in be t~een .~  

Mayne's own ministry and his writings were guided by these principles. In the same 

piece he writes that while in the Anglican tradition the cleric is priest and preacher, the 

cleric is chiefly pastor, whose work is classically defined in the life and writings of 

George Herbert, the chief component of the work being "the care and cure of sou~s."~ 

In his book, The Gift of Peace, Joseph Cardinal Bernadin writes: 

People look to priests to be authentic witnesses to God's active role in the 
world, to his love. They don't want us to be politicians or business 
managers; they are not interested in the petty conflicts that may show up 
in parish or diocesan life. Instead, people simply want us to be with them 
in the joys and sorrows of their lives4 

In person, and through his writings, Mayne was with people in both their joys and their 

sorrows. John Waller, who knew Mayne in Harpenden, and then later in retirement in 

Salisbury, suggests that Mayne's three "demanding" appointments (the BBC, 

Cambridge, and Westminster) allowed him "to move among people on the margins of 

the Church, and outside itn5 In Waller's view, "This fed him as he fed themn6 Waller 

Michael Mayne, "Lntroduction," in Clergymen of the Church of England, by 
Anthany Trollope (London: The Trollope Society, 19981, xii. 

Ibid., xi. 

Joseph Cardinal Bemadin, The Gift of Peace (London: Darton, Longman and 
Todd, 1998), 89. 

John Waller, Personal correspondence. 

lbid. 
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states further, ''In Michael I saw someone living out the thoughts he expressed in his 

 book^."^ He adds, "I experienced Michael as a pilgrim on the move."8 

In her book Leaving Church: A Memoir of Faifh, Barbara Brown Taylor 

observes, "Being ordained is not about serving God perfectly but about serving God 

visibly, allowing people to learn whatever they can from watching you rise and fall."g 

Mayne served God visibly through his writings as well as his various ministries, With a 

proper reticence so important to him, he allowed himself to be vulnerable as an 

encouragement to others in their own struggles. This praject is not an exercise in 

hagiography. It is about a priest who was honest. 

Near the end of his ministry at Westminster, Mayne published a small booklet 

titled Something Understood: Talks on Prayer. This is not one of his major books as far 

as visibility or number of sales, but it is nonetheless an excellent piece that deserves 

attention. In it he writes: 

Those who write books, or preach sermons, or give addresses on prayer, 
do so because af what they lack, not because of what they have. I have 
spoken of what I long for, not of what 1 possess; of how I would like to be, 
nat of what I am. Of one who travels with you on the journey, sometimes 
tentatively, often not very confidently, yet always with hope, 'looking to 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.''' 

Annie Dillard claims in The Wn'ting Life, "The impulse to keep to yourself what 

you have learned is not only shameful, it is destructive. Anything you do not give freely 

lbid. 

Ibid. 

Barbara Brown Taylor, Leaving Church: A Memoir of Faifh (New York: 
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movers and shakers of our world. But he was never seduced by grandeur or confined 

by the Church of England, love it though he did."14 

In his slim book, Jesus and Mary: Finding Our Sacmd Center, Henri Nouwen 

quotes Mother Teresa, who once told him, "Write simply. .. very simply. People need 

simple words."I5 Though erudite, Mayne's books are, at the same time, unfailingly 

accessible. In his memoir, The Road to Daybreak: A Spiritual Journey, Nouwen recalls 

a friend saying to him, "I hope you find time to write, but don't take yourself too 

Mayne's modesty, and his sense of humor are evident in his writings. In 

the tapes of his addresses at the Bowen conference, they are on display in abundance. 

In The Yellow Leaves: A Miscellany, Frederick Buechner states, "I went on my 

own way as a writer, alternately depressed or elated by the reviewers but never 

seriously influenced by them."I7 Mayne found his own writing style and was true to 

himself, to his unique perspective. He makes absolutely no claim to being an original 

thinker. In a review of Morton T. Kelsey's Caring: How Can We Love One Another?, 

George Connor writes, "There is perhaps little in the book that a reader is likely to find 

wholly new, but as Samuel Johnson once said, we need to be reminded more often 

l4 Jeremy Davies, "Gratitude and Grace," sermon preached at Salisbury 
Cathedral for the Funeral Mass of Michael Mayne, 3 November 2006, 3. 

l5 Henri Nouwen, Jesus & Mary: Finding Our Sacred Center (Cincinnati: St. 
Anthony Messenger Press, 1993), 61. 

l6 Henri Nouwen, The Road to Daybreak: A Spiritual Journey (New York: Image 
Books, 1990), 146. 

" Frederick Buechner, The Yellow Leaves; A Miscellany, 46. 



than we need to be taught."18 In the to his Credo, William Sloane Coffin writes, 

"Now that my years appear to be hastening to their end, I want to acknowledge how 

much I owe to my many, many teachers. Believe me, a totally original idea is a 

remarkable rarity.'''9 Richard H. Schmidt, in Glorious Companions: Five Centuries of 

Anglican Spirituality, recalls C. S. Lewis saying of one of his books that if anything in it 

was original it was "so against my will and as a result of my ignorance."" To have not 

been an original theological thinker in no way mitigates the keenness of Mayne's 

intellect. The obituary for Mayne in the Letter af the Corpus Association reflects in part 

on his tenure at Great St. Mary's, Cambridge, where, "He is remembered for his 

outstanding preaching and pastoral gifts and his ability to keep up with his colleagues in 

academic theology."2' 

Regarding Mayne's way with words, spoken or written, Nicholas Sagovsky, in his 

sermon for Mayne's memorial service at Westminster, states, "There was no finer 

craftsman than ~ichael."" Sagovsky adds, 'He was himself a consummate 

George Connor, Living With the Word, 53. 

# "William Sloane Coffin, Credo (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004), 
xvi. 

20 Richard H. Schmidt, GIorjOus Companions: Five Centuries of Anglican 
Spirituality (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003), 278. 

2' Obituary for Michael Mayne, Letter of the Corpus Association (Cambridge: ' 

Corpus Christi College, 2007), 74. 

22 Nicholas Sagovsky, Sermon preached at Westminster Abbey for the Memorial 
Service for Michael Mayne, 1 February 2007, I. 



communicator - Some would say the best preacher they ever heard."" According to 

Sagovsky : 

No other spiritual writer has a voice quite like his: diarist, essayist, mystic, 
wit -what he wrote was utterly English, with echoes of Donne and 
Traherne, Kilvert and Blythe - the range is extraordinary. His books draw 
us in because, like a trusted friend, he confides in his reader; no wonder so 
many readers confided in him.24 

In the opinion of Rowan Williams, "The importance of what he [Mayne] writes is 

primarily. ..in its candaur about the growth that happens through vulnerability.. . . 125 

Frederick Buechner would agree, as he finds Mayne's work "fuH of human truth and 

unfailing honesty."26 In his work The Book of Buechner: A Journey Through His 

Writings, W. Dale Brown, echoing Buechner's own understanding, notes, "We all of us 

walk with a limp."" Mayne was not afraid to acknowledge his. 

Elizabeth Vardaman says of Mayne, "I know of no one who was speaking so 

powerfully through the arts, in concert with scripture, to the life of the spirit and the 

radiance of God's revelation through nature, music, theatre, and most poignantly, the 

work of great poets."28 With particular reference to The Enduring Melody, Ranald Blythe 

23 Ibid. 

24 Ibid., 2. 

25 Rowan Williams, Personal correspondence. 

26 Frederick Buechner, Personal correspondence. 

27 W. Dale Brown, The Book of Buechner: A Journey Through His Wrifings 
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2006), 31 5. 

!, 
28 Elizabeth Vardaman, Personal Correspondence. 



abserves that Mayne, "Was able to give a language to suffering which complemented 

that of medicine. In this he was a genius.1129 

In Peter EatonJs opinion, Mayne has left us, "Not one classic of the literature of 

spirituality in the Anglican tradition, but five. .. .n30 Samuel H. Dresner, editor of Abraham 

Joshua Heschel's I Asked for Wonder: A Spiritual Anthology, writes that Heschel, like 

his hasidic forbears had the gift of combining "profundity with simp~icity."~' Such is the 

case with Mayne. Philip Yanmy writes of G. K. Chesterton and C. S. Lewis that they 

"combined sophisticated taste with a humility that did not demean others."32 Likewise, 

Mayne wrote his books with a pastor's sensitivity and touch. 

More often than not, Mayne was inclined to quate writers other than theologians, 

far, "I have learned much more about human nature -and, I believe, about the 

transcendent, about good and evil, sin and grace - from the novelist and poet than from 

the ths~logian."~~ Here one is reminded of Anna Quindlen's claim, "I'm a novelist. My 

work is human nature. Real life (emphasis mine) is really all I k n ~ w . " ~ ~  

29 Ronald Blythe, "Word from Wormingford," Church Times, 3 November 2006, 
40. 

Peter Eaton, "A Rich Life: The Writings of Michael Mayne, " 19. 

31 Abraham Joshua Heschel, I Asked for Wonder: A Spiritual Anthology, ed. 
Samuel H. Dresner (New York: The Crossroad Publishing Company, 1983), 13. 

32 Philip Yancey, Soul Survivor: How Thitteen Unlikely Mentors Helped My Faith 
Survive the Church, 43. 

33 Mayne, The Enduring Melady, I 70. 

Anna Quindlen, A Shod Guide fo a Happy Life (New York: Random House, 
20), 4. 



From real life Michael Mayne knew about the loss of his father from suicide. 

Nicholas Sagovsky notes that this "unmistakable note of loss" was written indelibly in 

the cantus firmus of Mayne's life.35 He observes, "Somehow or other that deficit was 

turned into an extraordinary sympathy with those on the 

Those who knew Mayne refer to a streak of perfectionism in him. In Learning to 

Dance he himself acknowledges how much time he has "wasted in a kind of "anxious 

perfecti~nisrn."~~ Eamon Durn notes regarding the death of Mayne's father from 

suicide: 

All that flowed from it had left in this man, so talented, so blessed in 
his marriage, so poised and apparently so at home with the great and 
the good, a core of vulnerability and anxious unease which drove him 
to perfe~tionisrn.~~ 

This core of vulnerability Mayne himself acknowledged, and it led him to his unusual 

capacity for compassion. In No Future Without Forgiveness Desmond Tutu cautions, 

"We should be generous in our judgment of others, for we can never really know all 

there is to know about another."" Similarly, Joan Chittister notes, "Is there anyone we 

35 Nicholas Sagovsky, Sermon preached at Westminstec Abbey for the Memorial 
Service for Michael Mayne, 1 F&ruary 2007,2. 

36 I bid. 

37 Michael Mayne, Learning to Dance, 230. 

38 Eamon Duffy, Sermon preached at Great St. Mary's (The University Church), 
Cambridge, for a Eucharist of Remembering and Thanksgiving for Michael Mayne, 4. 

39 Desmond Tutu, No Fufure Without Forgiveness (New York: Image Books, 
1 999), 1 69. 



wouldn't love, poet Mary Lou Kownacki writes, if we only knew their story?"" Barbara 

Brown Taylor reminds us that it was Philo of Alexandria who said, "Be kind.. .for 

everyone you meet is fighting a great battle.lJ4' 

One of the great strengths of Mayne's work is his acceptance of the 

unanswerable mysteries regarding the nature of the divine. He would agree completely 

with Peter Gomes, who writes in The Good Rook: Reading the Bible with Mind and 

Head, "Religion is not the answer to the unknowable or the unfa~eable or the 

unendurable; religion is what we do and what we are in the face of the unknowable, the 

unfaceable, and the unendurable."" As Mark Oakley puts it, "Faith is not a proud self- 

consistent philosophy. It involves maintaining oneself between contradictions that can't 

be solved by ana~ysis."~~ William Sloane Coffin cautions, "The worst thing we can do 

with a dilemma is to resolve it prematurely because we haven't the courage to live with 

the uncertainty."" Coffin acknowledges that there are those who "prefer certainty to 

truth.. . ."45 He then adds, "And what a distortion of the gospel it is to have limited 

40 Joan C hittister, The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully, I 92. 

41 Taylor, 230. 

" Peter Games, The Gaod Book: Reading the Bible with Mind and Heart, 21 3. 

43 Mark Oa kley , The Collage of God, xvii. 

44 Coffin, 125, 

45 Ibid., 144. 



sympathies and unlimited certainties, when the very reverse - to have untimited 

certainties and limited sympathies - is not only more tolerant but far more ~hristian." 

He continues, "Seekers of truth can build communities of love. Possessors of truth 

have too much enmity toward those who don't possess the truth, or possess some other 

It is rare to find a writer who can counsel a life of joy and gratitude while at the 

same time readily acknowledging the harsh, oftentimes cruel realities of life. Michael 

Mayne does this as well and as consistently as any modern author. He would agree 

with Barbara Brown Taylor that, "True bliss is never mare than a hair away from 

In Finding a Grace-Filled Life, Rick Mathis notes that "reading.. . is an intensely 

personal experience.. . ."& What constitutes good literature is a subjective judgment 

based on one's tastes, one's temperament, and one's life experiences. Michael Mayne 

is not the best selling spiritual writer of our time. Nor will he be. There are those who 

46 Ibid. 

47 Ibid., 157. 

48 Taylor, 97. 

49 Rich Mathis, Finding a Grace-Filled Life, 82. 
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find his work unoriginal, and thus, in the end, unexceptional. But there are those who 

judge him to be one of the very finest of all those who write regarding matters of faith. 

For some, he is their favorite modern author, speaking to their uniqueness, to their 

particular situation, to their own human condition more compellingly than any other 

spiritual writer. 

Mayne writes in Learning to Dance: "And it is that dance of words that have 

been my lifelong delight.. . ."50 His writings are a testament to his passion for and 

breadth of learning, and to his own very considerable giftedness in 'the dance.' Michael 

Mayne's words will stand the test of time and will take their place among the very finest 

of Anglican pastoral writings. Through his words, his ministry will endure. 
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