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THE DEBOTS I D E .
WON BY W. GRESHAM, OF

LOUISIANA.

RESOLVED, THAT U. S. SENATORS BE I

ELECTED IiY POPULAR VOTE. . :

Toe annual debate for the Trent
medal between representatives of
the Sigma Epsilon and Pi Omega
literary societies took place last
night. The Rt. Rev. Davis Ses-
sums, bishop of Louisiana, presided,
and was accorded the heartiest re-
ception by the students, who are
proud of him as an old Sewanee
student, and who always rejoice to
welcome him back to the Moun-
tain.

Mr. W. C. Robertson, and Mr.
C, Johnson represented the Sigma
Epsilson, and Mr. G. L. Tucker and
Mr. W. Gresham represented Pi
Omega. The subject for discussion
was a resolution that the United
States Senators should be elected
by popular vote. The debate was
not of a sufficiently high order to
deserve detailed criticism even did
the space at command permit.

The argument on both sides ac-
cepted political corruption with a
frankness that was decidedly cyni-
cal, and opinion only differed as to
whether it was easier to bribe a leg-
islature or bribe a people.

Messrs. Guerry. Hall, and Fearn-
ley, of the faculty, were the judges,
and Mr. Fearnley presented the
medal in his usual felicitous way.

ANNUAL ADDRESS TO THE
LITERARY SOCIETIES.

The annual address to the Liter-
ary Societies of the University was
delivered on Tuesday night by the
Rev. John Fearnley, the Vice-
Chnncellor presiding. The subject
of Mr. Fearnley's address was " The
Novel of To-Day.'1 Reviewing

broadly the history of English
fiction and the periods into which
it divides itself, the speaker entered
at once upon the main line of hib
contention that though we have to-
day many able novelists, more than
at any other time, yet we possess
no acknowledged master of prose
romance. For this the spirit of the
age is responsible. The dull uni-
formity of the life which we live,
the advance of material eivi'ization,
the repression of individualities and
contrasts, the superficial culture
which makes every man a critic,
all these are adverse to works of
high creative genius, and deny it
the material which is essential to it.

It is a subdued, fastidious, lad\'-
like age, and it is the age of the
lady-like novel. " That singular
anomaly, the lady novelist," though
the speaker did not call her so, has
it all her own way. He spoke of
the University Extension School of
Fiction, of which Mrs. Humphrey
Ward, with her dabblings in theol-
ogy and sociology, is the chief .ex-
ponent. He analysed " The Heav-
enly Twins" and '; Ships That Pass
in the Night," giving the latter
very high praise as the record of
two lives which, amidst every mor-
bid condition and surrounding, re-
fused to bo morbid. The bilious
blandishments and consumptive
cooingsof "The Disagreeable Man"
and Bernardino seem to have m;ide
a deep impression upon the speaker.

After some sharp satire upon the
woman author of " A Superfluous
Woman," Mr. Fearnley concluded
with a plea for satisfaction with
such fiction as lies within the na-
tural possibilities of the age and a
depreciation of the painful straining
after artificial effect which mars
much of the work of to-day.

The lecture was a very brilliant
performance, sparkling with clever
things. It was enjoyed by an audi-
ence which appreciated every point
and followed the speaker with the
closest attention.

"ANTIGONE."
I FIRST PRODUCTION SAT-

URDAY EVENING.

The history of Greek plays at
I Sewanee is quite a study in evo-
! lution. One of the first dramas
I presented was the '• CEdipus Rex "
j of Sophokles, the production of

which was of the crudest
nature : there was no action
but the various scenes were thrown
upon a screen by a stereoptican in
the course of the lecture upon the
play ; the choruses were sung how-
ever, in their fitting places. The
next play, . we believe, was the
" Frogs " of Aristophanes, which
showed an advancement over the
first, in that actors appeared on the
stage, although only in pantomime.
Last year saw the first play really
conformable with the Grecian
prototype, it was presented with
choruses and action, the only
anachronism being the English
version. This year the " Antigone "
will be given on a much more
elaborate scale than any of the
others, but still in English. The
next step in the evolution must be
the use of the original language,
but, at present, the public is too
little conversant with Greek models
to enjoy an exact reproduction.

The " Antigone" is one of the
recognized master pieces of dra-
matic art and furnishes large op-
portunities for deep emotional ac-
ting. It is a most profound
tragedy, but happily the audience
is only subjected to the sight of
the dead not of the dying: The
great success of these productions
has been effected by the persistent
efforts of the Vice-Chancellor to
promote in every way intimacy
with the culture of Greece through
it's drama, Sewanee is already
noted for these representations and
many are attracted to see and hear
them.
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THE PURPLE.

Hardly a better indication of the
growing tendency among our stu-
dents to develop the higher ideals
of college life could be given than

the concerted action to readily
I

adopt progressive measures, for
there is at bottom no more potent j
agent in cementing the ties which J
bind the student to his alma mater
than this very spirit of incorpora- j
ting new ideas into the student- j
body. " College traditions," or
:'college spirit" are terms used in j
a rather vague and often mislead- |
ing sense by careless writers, but to
the thoughtful mind they always
carry a definite and fixed concep- I
tion of the spirit of which they are
the symbols. All romance is real-
istic, and when it loses this pri-
mary quality it forfeits all claim to
the name of art. But, be this as it
may, the fact is fully recognized
that there must be an intermingling
of the romantic and the prosaic in
order to reach the highest state of j
perfection. A college destitute of
romance as generally embodied in (

the local traditions, is utterly void ;
of any lasting attraction and the !
severance of the relationship of j
student means a total and complete '

alienation of loyalty. But there is
one serious error which will arise
from a blind devotion to this idea
of treasuring up the manners and
customs of She pas! which is prima
facie. A life which gathers its in-
spirations entirely from by-gone
events will eventually fossilize
through sheer morbidness.

It is not a difficult task to apply
such a test to Sewanee with a view
to seeing whether or not the pres-
ent day ideas are in advance of
those of our early founders. It is
claimed, and very probably justly
so, by some, that the present day is
one characterized by a widespread
spirit of revolt against everything
of a permanent nature. In every
department of human action there
has arisen an abnormal craving for
" some new thing." The mass in-
variably have a pendulous action in
the intellectual world as well as in
other spheres.

If Sewanee is to permanently in-
corporate old theories into the
present life, then its usefulness is
destroyed and it becomes a place
for the propagation of the time-
worn ideas which have been thrown
off in the rapid revolutions of our
fast spending life.

T H E PURPLE, as its very name
suggests, was conceived in this
spirit: of college loyalty, and is here
to battle in a dignified and a'' the
same time zealous manner for the
true interest of Sewanee. Its main
object will be to uphold the hands
of the present Vice-Chancellor,
who has thoroughly demonstrated
his unusual ability to pilot Sewanee
through this transition period,
which is fraught with so many
perplexing problems. T H E PUR-
PLE gives allegiance to the present
Vice-Chancellor because, in the
opinion of the board, he is the man
best calculated to throw off the
clogs of old customs, which have so

seriously retarded the material prog-
ress of the University in the pastr

and to infuse new life in the place.
With this brief suggestion as to

the requisites for fostering a whole-
some college sentiment, and a brief
intimation as to the present status
of affairs, we close our remarks for
the time being, asking all loyal pa-
trons to aid in the furtherance of
the true object of this paper.
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PERSONALS.

Bishop Gailor arrived yesterday.

Clifton Harris, left for Florida
Monday.

Mr."Jackson, of Atlanta, Ga., is
on the Mountain.

Miss McBee is the guest of the
Rev. Mr. Guerry.

Dr. Dazlell, of Louisiana, is at
the Virginia Cottage.

Oscar Wilder left last week for
his home in Louisville.

Miss Grace Shepherd is visiting
her sister Mrs, Qjuintard.

Miss McClatchey, of Marietta,
Ga., is visiting Sewanee.

Rev. Hudson Stuck is on the
Mountain for a week or so.

Mrs. Erins and Daughter, of
Memphis, are at Mrs. Wicks'.

Mr. Billy Nichols, of Nashville,
spent Sunday on the Mountain.

Miss Boyle, of Memphis, is the
guest of Mrs. Tucker this week.

Mrs. Duncan of Natchez, Miss.,
is visiting her sister, Mrs. Lovell.

Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Gray are
spending the summer at Tremlett.

Rev. and Mrs. Edward McCrady
are spending a month in Sewanee.

Mrs. Charlotte Nichol and
children are the guest Mrs. Elliott.

Mr. Reed Pearson and wife are
spending the summer in Sewanee.

Colonel Cunningham, wife, and
daughter, are visiting Mrs. Gailor.

Mrs. Bucher and daughter, Mrs.
Ensley, are visiting Mrs. Hodgson.

Miss Claudin Stuart, of Washing-
ton, is the guest of Mrs. Memroin-
ger.

Mrs. Young and her sister, Mrs.
Smith, are in Sewanee for the sum-
mer.

Mr. and Mrs. Haygood, of Gal-
veston, are the guests of Mrs.
Brown.

Mrs, Harding and children, of
Vicksburg, Miss., are at Mrs.
Tucker's.

Clarkson Galleher who has been
confined to his room for the past
week is out.

Mrs. H. M. Smith, of Harve,
France, is spending the summer at
Miss Milhado's.

Miss Tracy and Miss Snowden,
of Memphis, are spending the sum-
mer at the Sisters.

Mrs. Tarver, Mrs. Gill and Mrs.
Hockett, of Albany, Ga., are at
Mrs. Kirby-Smith's.,

Mrs. Aiken and Mrs. Parker, of j
South Carolina, are spending the
summer at Magnolia.

Father Turner, of St. Michael
and All Angel's Church, Anniston. |
Ala., is at Mrs. Green's.

Mr. Brinkley Snowden and wife,
of Memphis, are the guests of Mrs.
Barnwells for ten days.

Rev. f. H. Spearing, of Louis-
iana, is spending a week with his
many friends in Sewanee.

Miss Cooper, Miss Lindsley and |
Miss Lucy Roberts, of Nashville, |
are the guests of Mrs. Bradford.

Mr. J. V. Burgess, who has been
a member of the law department,
left for his home in Virginia yes-
terday.

Miss Elsie Morris, of Louisville,
is spending this week the guest of
her brother, Mr. Craik Morris, at
Tremlett.

Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin, Mrs.
Davis, Miss Finley of Miss., Mrs.
Smith and Mrs. Halzborn. of
Alabama, are visiting Sewanee.

Miss Lewis, of Washington, who
has been the guest of Miss Nannie
Cotter, for the pa't six weeks, left
Monday morning for her home.

Frank Shoup, one of Sewanee's
most po mlar alumni and who is
making a reputation in tiie journal-
istic world, is visiting relatives on
the Mountain.

Mrs. A. S. Caldvvell and niece,
Miss Elsie Caldwell, Mrs. Lewis
and her daughters, Miss Ella and
Fannie Lewis, of Nashville, are
visiting Sewanee.

Waldo Burton who has been a
member of the University for the
past year, left last week for Vir-
ginia, where he will spend some |
time before going to Vale.

COMMENCEMENT WEEK.

TO-DAY'S EXERCISES.

9 A. M.—Meeting of the Board of Trus-
tees. Opening-service in St. Augustine's
Chapel. Address by the Chancellor.

S p. M.—Commencement exercises of
the Sewanee Grammar School and literr
ary exercises of the Sigma Pi Society, in
Forensic Hall.

ORDER OF EXERCISES.

Wednesday, July 25.—8 p. in.: Contest
in debate for the Debater's Medal, in
Forensic Hall.

Thursday, July 26.—9 a. m.: Meeting
of Hie Board of Trustees. Opening ser-
vice in St. Augustine's Chapel. Address
bv the Chancellor. S p. m,: Commence-
ment exercises of the Sewanee Grammar
School and literary exercises of the Sigma
Pi Society, in Forensic Hall.

Friday, July 27.—8 p.m.: Contest in
declamation for the Knight Medal, in
Forensic Hall.

Saturday, July 28. —8 p. m.: Dramatic
representation of the " Antigone," of
Sophokles, with choruses musically ren-
dered by University students.

Sunday, July 29.—7 a. m. : Celebration
of the holy communion in St. Augustine's
Chapel. 11 a. m.: Commencement ser-
mon by the Right Reverend the Bishop
of Texas, George Henry Kinsolving, D. D.
8 p. in.: Annual sermon before the St.
Luke's Brotherhood by the Right Rev-
erend the Assistant Bishop of South Car-
olina, Ellison Capers, D. D.

Monday, July 30.—8 p. m.: Contest in
oratory between the Pi Omega and the
Sigma Epsilon Literary Societies, in
Forensic Hall.

Tuesday, July 31.—8p.m : Second per-
formance of the "Antigone" in1 Forensic
Hall.

Wednesday, August 1.—8 p.m.: An-
nual Literary Exercises of the •Alumni
Association in Forensic Hall 10 p. m.:
Annual Banquet of the Alumni in Walsh
Memorial Hail.

Thursday, August 2, 11 A.M.—Com-
mencement :

1. Special Service in S. Augustine's
Chapel.

2. Latin Salutatory, Daniel Heyward
Hamilton, of North Carolina.

3. University Oration, Mr. George
Zabriskie, of New York.

4. Presentation of Certificates and
Diplomas, by the Vice-Chancellor.

5. Award of Medals and Prizes.
6. Conferring of Degrees, by the

V ice-Chancellor.
7. Conferring of Honorary Degrees,

by the Chancellor.
8. Valedictory Oration, John Ashley

Chapin, of Kentucky.
<;. Concluding Service.
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