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A Study of the University Thought and Idea
World Government:
It is Advocated, But
Probability Doubtful

Two years after the termination of
World War I the American congress
had successfully humbled the rather
"romantic" idea of a League of Na-
tions. The good American nation
stood high and dry above the socio-
economic slough of Europe; and, ra-
ther than wet its nationalistic toes,
retreated onto more cautious ground.

Now, three years after the end of
a second World War, a kind of renais-
sance in political theory and belief
has come about. Nowhere is this
awakening more acute than in the
colleges of the nation: the mere fact
that Sewanee men are cognizant of the
issue of world government (only 1%
gave no opinion) offers an adequate
proof.

The question "Would you like to see
a strong world government establish-
ed?" was posed to a group of approxi-
mately 120 men. Those polled voted
as follows:
Yes 56%
No 31%
Answers without reservations 12%
No opinion 1%

Those who voted "yes" generally ad-
vocated the immediate establishment of
a strong world government, and felt
that it was entirely within the realm
of possibility. There was no sense of
incompatibility with the peoples of the
world to dispel their belief. The dis-
enchantment of 1920 was gone, and
those tenets which the Senate of the
United States had once refuted were
held valid by a majority of University
students. Most wanted a government
similar to that of this country. Each
nation would thus retain its individu-
ality, and still be subsidiary to the
world organization.

Those who voted "no" did so for a
variety of reasons. The practicality
of such alignment was in question:
would world government be useless,
impotent? The spectre of the United
States and the Soviet Union, forever
apart, beset by myriad ideological dif-
ferences, discolored all attempts to
fed a common meeting-ground.. An
international police force seemed too
rigorous; and because this was a facet
of every proposed world government,
many rejected the idea, sum and sub-
stance. Behind these arguments ran
a great undertone of nationalism, evi-
dence of a past of tight-lipped "se-
curity," of a heritage that had for de-
cade upon decade expounded an ever-
lasting "peace in our land."

(Continued on page 4)

"My Advancement"
Cause of Enrollment
The majority of students now in

"SWanee came to college purely for
Personal aggrandizement. They feel

they will benefit by a college
, for reasons of personal ad-

ancement, personal improvement, or
™rely for social reasons. Here is the
reakdown of answers, in four broad
^gories:
To Get an Education" 15%
ersonal Advancement ...32%

^onal Improvement 33%
^ial 20%

uch a variety of answers was re-
^ d that these four headings had

be organized in order to cover them
• Under "To Get an Education"

jj"6 those who gave this for an an-
s
 er and could think of no other rea-

n ' 'Personal Advancement" covers
who are preparing for a specific

those who believe a college
n will place them in a higher

v - bracket, and those who ad-
Ced other reasons of this nature.

(Continued on page 4)

Majority Approve
Social Existence

Man, the essentially social being, is
either satisfied or dissatisfied with his
social life. Those who find faults in
their social existence have their own
ideas as to how it should be changed.
The 120 Sewanee students questioned
by the PURPLE interviewers were asked
this question: "Do you think the social
life at Sewanee is satisfactory?" The
answers were:

Yes ....70%
No 6%
Qualified 24%

Those who answered in the affirma-
tive were very well pleased with the
social life at Sewanee. No reserva-
tions were given. The small per-
centage of negative answers were en-
tirely without qualification.

The remaining 24% felt that the so-
cial existence at Sewanee is not sat-
isfactory and they offered suggestions
as to how to improve it. The sug-
gestion offered by some was that a
tavern be opened on the Mountain.
This would not only promote social
life here but would reduce the pos-
sibility of personal harm while going
off the mountain for beer. (Note:
This idea was also expressed by some
in answer to the question about what
Sewanee needs most). An increase of
University-sponsored social functions,
particularly for non-fraternity men,
was the desire of others. A school for
girls of college age, another sugges-
tion by some on the question, was felt
to be the solution to the unsatisfactory
nature of social life at Sewanee.

Besides those who offered sugges-
tions for the improvement of Sewa-
nee's social life, there were those who

(Continued on page 4)

47 Percent Recognize
Exigency of Time

Nearly half (47%) of the students
polled felt acute anxiety about the
future. Two items of significance re-
ported by most interviewers were,
first, that those who gave the most
considered answers to the question-
naire in general tended to feel an-
xiety; and second, that most of the
veterans interviewed also reported such
a feeling. This would seem to indi-
cate clearly that those Sewanee stu-
dents of more or less thoughtfulness
and maturity quite definitely tended
toward apprehension concerning the
future.

The most disturbing feature of this
anxiety was the definite note of fu-
tility underlying the greater part of
it. Over and over again the inter-
viewers met with "Yes, I feel it, but
there's nothing I can do about it"—
expressed or implied. And this atti-
tude, while never completely divorced
from worry about personal security,
nonetheless included on the whole a
genuine apprehension concerning the
future of the world and mankind. The
complete feeling of impotence, of resig-
nation to some tightening web of cir-
cumstances which could not even be
identified by the majority of those
polled and which seemed to them en-
tirely beyond their control, was one of
the most significant single trends elic-
ited by the poll. It seems to us to
be indicative of the general insecurity
of our times; having grown up during
a depression and lived—or fought—
through a war, the thinking student
feels keenly, though perhaps uncon-
sciously, a lack of stability in life
unknown to the college man of twenty
years ago. Like a man lost in a
labyrinth, he knows he must escape
or perish; but he cannot tell whether
the corridor he chooses will be a blind
alley or the avenue to safety and to
peace.

The Sewanee Trend
Indicated Following
Cross-Section Poll

In a recent poll of student thought
on a large variety of subjects, it has
been possible to determine very defi-
nite directions of student attitude.

The editors have attempted to draw
such conclusions in this column as
would give an over-all picture of the
present state of Sewanee's intellectual
current. Their conclusions will not be
found particularly encouraging, at least
from the standpoint of optimism and
acute awareness of affairs in general.
Speaking statistically, the quantity of
"don't know" answers was great. In
many cases this was due not so much
to indifference as to an indecision
arising from the lack of information
regarding the determinate conditions.
In either case the result was not the
most desirable.

The essence of student attitude may
be summed up as a combination of
strict practicality and a near-rever-
ance for the status quo in politics,
sociology, and education.

Sewanee students are conservative
about political and sociological con-
ceptions, whether it be British Parlia-
ment or American Jim Crow laws.
Their natural tendency varies between
a middle-of-the-roadism and the far
right wing. On the whole they feel
a necessity for the existence of Jim
Crow laws, and yet desire their future
amelioration. They similarly feel a
justification for labor unions (with
more regulation); the desirability of
wor ld government (though m a n y
thought it an impossible dream); the
impractability and unconstitutionality
of outlawing communism in this coun-
try. They professed overwhelming ob-
jection to any system of socialized med-
icine; there was, however, a noble out-
burst of compassion for the ninety per
cent of our society incapable of paying
for adequate medical care. More f ormu-
lative minds proposed a system of
mild taxation to include the creation
of needed facilities in sections now
without them.

As to theology, over 90% of Sewa-
nee students believe in God; however,
only 64% subscribed to the orthodox
conception of Christ. And as to the
possibility of attaining salvation through
other religions, 52% said "yes." This re-
ligious attitude indicates at once a
freedom from "prejudice" and a some-
what groping desire to break away
from orthodoxy. It is hardly neces-
sary to say that no one suggested the
superiority of another religion over
Christianity, revealing a fairly general
belief in the principles of sincerity
and faith regarding salvation, regard-
less of religion.

Conservatism runs strongly through
the Sewanee student's attitude toward
the arts. In particular, distaste was
expressed for modern painting and
sculpture. While understandable, this
feeling is one more of passiveness and
indirection than of active opposition
to material which is frequently unin-
teresting.

Nearly all of us here are satisfied
with the liberal arts as presented by
this University. And we seem to pre-
fer the idea of obtaining an education
rather than being educated. Liberal
arts is a "pleasant" education. And
many of us seem to derive more plea-
sure from it than anything else. Un-
der this system of comparative "gen-
tleness" the average student here does
not feel called upon to exert the
energy necessary to inform himself on
affairs not directly concerned in his
daily routine.

It is not too much to say that we
suffer from a lack of acuteness in
interests. The majority of students,

(Continued on page 4)

Intellectual Taste
Prefers Traditionalism

A majority of the students polled
(66%) were adherents of traditional-
ism in the arts—that is, music, paint-
ing, literature, sculpture, and archi-
tecture. 18% said they adhered to
modernism, and 16% said that it de-
pended entirely on the individual
work.

The next question in this category
was, "Do you think there is any solid
value in the reading of poetry?" 83%
thought there was, 12% disagreed, and
5% had no opinion.

When students were asked whether
they preferred Bach or Gershwin, 62%
reported Gershwin, 28% Bach, 7% nei-
ther, and 3% stated that it depended
entirely upon the mood they were in.

Finally, the victims were asked to
name their favorite magazine. Time
led the field, followed at a distance by
Life, Reader's Digest, and The New
Yorker, in that order.

In general, the Sewanee student
seems to prefer the intellectual fare
to which he is accustomed through
long exposure, and hesitates to ven-
ture into territory which is to him
completely strange and unfamiliar. All
his life he has lived in a house built
along traditional lines, seen pictures
by Rembrandt and da Vinci, had
Greek sculpture held up to him as
the perfection of that art, heard pop-
ular music blaring from every radio,
and been required to memorize pas-
sages from Shakespeare and Long-
fellow; and that which is superficially
different from these accustomed pat-
terns repels him by its very strange-
ness. Typical comments heard were:
"I don't understand modern art and
poetry; it just doesn't put anything
over to me." "I don't know anything
about Bach; so naturally I prefer
Gershwin." "Art is for the people as
a whole; most people don't know what
modern art is about." "What did Bach
write?" The same feeling was re-
flected in the choice of his favorite
magazine; the three leading periodi-
cals serve to keep him abreast of cur-
rent affairs and/or to entertain him
with stories of the conventional type.
And perhaps even more significant was
the great number of comparatively
specialized magazines chosen, ranging
from Field and Stream to Consumers'
Research—again an emphasis on the
familiar.

But the results should not be in-
terpreted as indicating a lack of ap-
preciation of the arts, for an over-
whelming majority believed that they

(Continued on page 2)

Over Half Favor
Present Frat Setup

Since the middle of the nineteenth
century, when most of them were
founded, college fraternities have be-
come an integral part of college life.
To many students happiness in col-
lege depends on satisfaction with fra-
ternity life. The question posed to the
120 men interviewed was: "What do
you think of the fraternity system at
Sewanee?" The answers were as fol-
lows:

Good 55%
Bad 5%
Qualified 40%

The qualified answers are classified as
follows:
Rushing needs changes 52%
Have clubs instead of fraternities. .20%
Fraternities should go local 4%
Tend to forget original purpose ..10%
Too much clannishness 6%
Too much fraternity politics 2%
Houses should be improved 2%
Good, but not especially so 4%
The 55% who thought the fraternity
system here is good thought it especi-

(Continued on page 2)

Students Emphasize
Need of Spiritual
Basis for Society

In the section on religion, the first
two questions drew replies which, in
the main, were a decisive vindication
of Sewanee's emphasis upon the spir-
itual foundation of human society and
human values. 98% of the students
polled admitted to a belief in God,
2% were undecided and none expli-
citly denied the existence of God. 64%
of those questioned subscribed to the
orthodox Christian position that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God, 11% were
undecided and 25% disagreed.

The extremely high percentage of
belief in spiritual realities is indeed
striking. In most large universities it
would be unusual to have even half
of the student body willing to commit
themselves to a specific belief in ob-
jective spirituality. The tendency there
is more often towards an indifference
due both to preoccupation with the
things of this world and to just plain
ignorance. Active hostility to ideas of
an Eternal is often found; this is less
often concerned with a careful weigh-
ing of evidence than with an emotional
conviction of the utter irrelevancy of
the whole problem. In some other
denominational colleges, particularly
the smaller ones, there would be an
overwhelming subscription to total or-
thodoxy which would make a judicious
appraisal of the problems of intellec-
tual and moral life quite difficult. The
Sewanee man is fortunate to be pur-
suing an education in a milieu based
upon a synthesis of authority and
freedom. The approach to knowledge
and judgment is conditioned by a feel-
ing of kinship with the Eternal and
is intensified by the stimulus of lib-
eral humanism.

Opinion was more varied on the
other questions in this section. 62%
thought the Church to be essential to
the Christian life, 24% thought that it
was not and 14% thought it to be es-
sential only for "the masses." A first
conclusion to be drawn from these
figures is that a large number of
students have a utilitarian conception
of the Church rather than a mystical
one. The prime function of the Church,
to many who held it to be essential,
was to maintain and promulgate the
moral and doctrinal standards of Chris-
tianity, its main task being that of
teacher and disciplinarian. This is es-
pecially evident in the attitude of the
14% who felt that most people have
a definite need for the offices of the
Church towards the good life, but that
they themselves either had no such
need or were able to provide for it
unassisted. Thus again the judgment
is in terms of the empirical or the
functional, rather than the ideal, i.e.,
the more true and the less true. On
the other hand, the necessary role of
the Church in the economy of salva-
tion was insisted upon by a certain
number. The basic lack of information
on the terms and theories involved is
definitely a prime factor in the sharp
cleavage of opinion concerning the na-
ture and function of the Church.

Conclusions from the figures on the
fourth question must be drawn from
the impressions of the interviewers
rather than from the figures alone,
since some students were asked, "Is
salvation possible through any other
religion?", and others were asked
religion?" and others were asked,
a way to salvation as the Christian?".
Disregarding the confusion of some as
to the definition of "salvation," two
conclusions predominate: first, that one
who sincerely believes and faithfully
practices another religion shall not be
denied salvation because he is not a
Christian and, second, that the Chris-
tian religion offers the best possible

(Continued on page 2)
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Editorial
In this issue of the PURPLE we present to those interested in education, and

especially to the students, alumni, and residents of Sewanee, a comprehensive
view of Man Thinking at the University of the South. It is our purpose to
indicate what kind of thinking goes on in the student body, and, further, to
indicate the percentage of students who are actively engaged in the consid-
eration of trends of thought in a liberal arts college of 1948.

We have employed the poll-system method in our Study of University
Thought and Idea. Seven members of the staff have interviewed over 120 stu-
dents, asking each of these college men thirty-one questions which fall into six
general categories. Those who were questioned were carefully selected so as to
provide a cross-section of the student body which would be indicative of the
opinions and observations of the whole body. Such factors as college class,
veteran or non-veteran, married or unmarried, and geographical origin were
taken into consideration when determining who would be interviewed.

The six general categories are: (1) Political—six questions were posed
herein; (2) Social (College Community)—five questions; (3) Theological—
five questions; (4) Morals and Ethics—five questions; (5) Intellectual—five
questions; (6) Personal—five questions.

The results of the interviews, conducted over a three-day period, were
carefully tabulated and evaluated, and percentage reports were determined.
After the organization and assimilation of this material was completed, five
members of the staff, with the data before them, wrote the stories with which
you find the statistics.

We take this opportunity to thank Dr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Govan, Dr.
Charles T. Harrison, and Mrs. Robert C. Thweatt for their aid and considera-
tion.

INTELLECTUAL TASTE
(Continued from page 1)

derived solid personal value from the
reading of poetry. One man of this
opinion observed that poetry is of
value "for an understanding of that
about you. It is the highest form of
human expression."

On the whole, then, Sewanee stu-
dents hesitate to investigate unfami-
liar artistic forms—as previously stated,
owing undoubtedly to the natural hu-
man trait of holding to the known
rather than venturing into the un-
known—but they have a real and
definite appreciation of that which
they feel they understand. But in this
connection another interesting com-
mentary on the thought processes, not
only of Sewanee students but of hu-
man beings in general, can be drawn
from a comparison of these results
with those of such questions as "Would
you like to see a strong world gov-
ernment established?" For in few other
fields of human thought is this diffi-
dence so pronounced as in the arts;
the average person seems hesitant to
commit himself on a new artistic prin-
ciple until it has stood the test of
time, while in politics especially,
though still disposed to suffer while
evils are sufferable, he is far more
eager to embrace a new cause.

STUDENTS EMPHASIZE
(Continued from page 1)

way to salvation. The figures on the
question are: yes 52%, no 35%, don't
know 2%, don't know because of ig-
norance of other religions 11%.

All but 11% of the students inter-
viewed agreed that prayer has value;
however, they sharply disagreed on the
nature of prayer. 76% believed that
prayer was efficacious, i.e., it has effects
external to the individual, and 13%
thought that the sole value was psy-
chological. One thoughtful comment
on the affirmative side was that the
petitionary aspect of prayer should not
be emphasized to the neglect of the
intercessory and thanksgiving. Also,
"Prayer should ennoble an individual
and has a great educational value."
One of the more direct comments from
the psychological point of view was
(in its entirety) "Yes, for mental re-
lief." Other comments ranged from
a vague "One gets some benefit from
prayer" to an emphasis upon prayer
as communication. One additional com-
ment is that many of the pollees
tended to treat this question as a the-
oretical abstraction, thus allowing sus-
picion that, although they affirmed the
effectiveness of prayer, they didn't in-
dulge themselves.

Diverse Improvement!
Suggested for School

All college students are constantly
telling each other what their school
needs. The survey gave approximately
120 Sewanee men the opportunity to
have their ideas printed. The general
results of this question are as follows:
Completion of the $5,000,000

Campaign 32%
Enlargement of faculty and

curriculum _ 20%
Improvement in administra-

tive matters 12%
More amusements 5%
Athletic improvement 4%
Nearby girls' school 4%
Better student government 3%
Don't know _ 3%
Miscellaneous _ _17%

Some of those who come under the
category of feeling that Sewanee needs
the completion of the Campaign men-
tioned specific buildings, such as anew
dining hall, an indoor swimming pool,
a new science building and a student
union for students only. There was
also the general attitude that the com-
pletion of the campaign will mean the
realization of most of Sewanee's needs.

An enlargement of the faculty and
curriculum, it was felt, would make
the high quality of the education re-
ceived here even higher. It would
also offer a variety of departments as
well as a larger selection of courses
in each department. The 20% figure
on this item offers an interesting com-
parison with the 28% who answered
the question: Do you think the cur-
riculum at Sewanee should provide
for a more specialized education than
it does? with "Yes." While some feel
that Sewanee should enlarge its cur-
riculum, many consider it of primary
importance. The remaining 72% who
think Sewanee should not enlarge its
curriculum feel, however, that the pur-
pose in coming to Sewanee is to get
a liberal arts education. A more spec-
ialized curriculum would defeat Se-
wanee's educational purpose.

Those who suggested improvement
in administrative matters had concrete
suggestions to offer: a more carecul
selection of students, no compulsory
chapel, better food for the students,
a new laundry, more adequate light-
ing facilities in both classrooms and
dormitories and a change in the cut
system.

Those who wanted more amusements
feel that Sewanee needs such things
as a better artist and lecture series
and (the majority in this category) a
tavern on the Mountain where students
can purchase beer without the danger
of physical violence.

Improvement in the athletics would
include an intercollegiate baseball team
and a football stadium. The baseball
team would provide a good spectator
sport for the spring term, something
now lacking. With the student body
now larger than ever before and the in-
terest in Sewanee football spreading
in the surrounding area, a stadium
would provide more adequate facili-
ties for the players as well as the
spectators.

The presence of girls of college age
nearby, whether in a separate girls'
school or as co-eds, would provide for
Sewanee students a more refined
social atmosphere as well as a more
complete college life.

The small percentage who were in
favor of a better student government
fell under two groups. One objects
to the rule by the Gownsmen only
and the other feels that the students
should have more voice in matters
concerning them.

Miscellaneous answers included such
suggestions as the abolition of out-
moded traditions, stricter freshmen
discipline and a more genuine friend-
liness among students.

All of the interviewers felt that,
while the students gave definite an-
swers, the decisions were difficult be-
cause there are many things Sewanee
needs. The feeling was that the ma-
jority of the students questioned would
like to see a majority of the improve-
ments mentioned above. This is in-
dicative of a strong feeling of the
student body for the future of Sewa-
nee, in spite of the fact that few ex-
pect to be in school when these ideals
are realized.

's Corner
Some of the choicer morsels of in-

tellectual fare gleaned by PURPLE
scavangers were:

Q. Would you like to see a strong
world government established?

A. Is world peace necessary?
Q. What is most needed at Sewanee?
A. English History will lead into

everything.
Q. Do you believe in a single moral

standard for men and women?
A. Yes, but women should give in

sometimes.
A. The Ten Commandments don't

mention sex.
Q. Do you think there is any solid

value in the reading of poetry?
A, Sandburg has that "makes you

want to sneeze" atmosphere—so does
Pope.

A. With Shakespeare, yes, but I'll
be damned if I can understand Mac
Hammond.

Q. Do you believe in the power of
prayer?

A. Only for the masses.
Q. What is your favorite magazine?
A. Including: Yachting, Ladies Home

Journal, Consumers Research.
Q. What man do you admire most?
A. Including: Mother, Julius Caesar,

Felix von Luckner, Capt. Karig, John
C. Calhoun, Nostradamus, Jack Kramer.

Q. Do you feel any acute anxiety
about the future?

A. I hope I get rich before the de-
pression, because my money will be
more valuable then.

OVER HALF FAVOR
(Continued from page 1)

ally so. Although they knew little
about fraternity systems in general,
they felt that Sewanee's is very good.
The fraternity offers opportunities for
self-improvement. A few of the men
felt that these opportunities were ig-
nored.

Of those who qualified their an-
swers, the majority felt that there
should be changes in the rushing sys-
tem at Sewanee. The general feeling
was that Rush Week should be de-
layed, preferably until the beginning
of the second semester. Some men,
particularly freshmen, felt that be-
cause Rush Week is held at the be-
ginning of the school year, neither the
new men nor the fraternities are given
a chance to really see each other and
make the proper decisions. There was
also an agreement that the rushing
system has other fallacies which tend
to make it impractical and, to some
extent, ridiculous.

An objection to the "money grab-
bing" national fraternity offices was
manifested in the qualified answers
which suggested that a system of clubs
would serve the purpose better. The
reaction of these people was that the
money sent off to a strange place,
never to be seen again, could be put
to better use on the Mountain. There
was no suggestion whether or not the
dues should be reduced or the ma-
terial gain for the individual increased,
but either would be more satisfactory
than the apparent unnecessary waste.

The fact that 10% of those who
qualified their answers felt that the
original purpose of fraternities is be-
ing neglected indicates that a feeling
that the fraternities here could be
better than they are is certainly prev-
alent to an extent which cannot be
ignored. Relative to this feeling are
the objections to the clannishness and
fraternity politics. Both of these atti-
tudes reflect a forgetfulness by some
of the basic concepts on which Sewa-
nee's general standard of honor and
conviviality were founded. The stu-
dent who felt that the fraternities are
a preparation for social relations in
later life was aware of the good to be
gained from these social organizations,
but the one who thinks the fraterni-
ties here are not sociable enough has
a complaint which cannot be over-
looked.

The general feeling, then, is that
Sewanee's fraternity system is good,
but a group which is large enough to
demand attention, feels that some very
definite improvements could be made.
This feeling confronts the Sewanee
man as one very important aspect of
his life here which almost insists upon
changes.

92 Percent View
Instruction As
Generally Good

The high school senior, in choosing
a college, is faced with the problem
of the quality of instruction he wil]
receive. On entering this importani
phase of his life, his desire for the
correct choice in this matter is very
acute. The results of the poll indi-
cate that the man who came to Se-
wanee feels that his was a wise
choice. The question "Do you feel that
in general you are receiving compe-
tent instruction in college?" was an.
swered as follows:

Yes ..92%
No 4%
Qualified 3%
Don't know 1%

A prevalent feeling was that the in-
struction at Sewanee is not only corn-
petent, but excellent.

The emphasis being on the word
"general," the reaction was of the
same nature. A dissatisfaction with
some courses in particular was ex-
pressed. Many of those who answered
"Yes" and those whose answers were
qualified, felt that, while the instruc-
tion is competent, it could be more
than that. The professors, being more
scholars than teachers, have more to
put across than they do. One student
felt that he was receiving only 25% ol
what his professors are capable ol
presenting. The tendency toward pe-
dantry, incoherence, witticisms and ir-
relevancies in certain professors do
nothing but waste valuable time.

Among those polled, there is a group
which is cognizant of the need fot
high quality instruction in the firs
two years of college. Superior in-
struction is necessary for laying a
foundation for and inspiring the in-
tense scholastic endeavor which shoulc
come later in a man's college career,
The Sewanee student is fortunate in
that during his first year at college
he is taught by one or more heads oi
departments, in keeping with a Uni-
versity policy. Proper instruction is,
in the last analysis, the most impor-
tant part of study in college. The
recognition of this fact and the ap-
preciation of the excellence of the in-
struction at Sewanee are sources oi
satisfaction and gratification for tht
individual student.

Jim Crow Causes
Intense Debate

The Jim Crow laws aroused moB
students from mental torpor than al-
most any other question. The largest
group contended that the Jim Cro»
laws were unqualifiedly good:

For 46%
Against 32%
Reservations 22%

These figures mean that 46% of those
polled believe that such customs
necessary; any breakaway from then
i.e., civil rights, would promulgate
chaotic situation throughout the South

32% thought that the Jim Crow la*
were wrong and should go immefli
ately. One said "It is a terrible thirt
and will be resolved by intermarriage

Those who made reservations Pr0'
vided the most interesting matter i°'
thought. Most believed that the
Crow laws should be removed »•
gradual abolition ("it cannot go o(

overnight"). The means for this ab°'
lition fell under two headings: 1) **
natural course of matters ("sooner *
later . . . the South will work out'
racial problem"), and 2) intens:
governmental activity, primarily tf
education of the poor white and
negro. This last was divided "
those who desired the intervention
the federal government and those *
thought the individual states c°'
take care of the problem.

Most of those who desired either
immediate or gradual revocation ̂
the Jim Crow laws did recognize
theoretical evil in the system. S
offered pertinent and well-concei
plans to accelerate the ameliora*1

of these laws. Yet all those who
Eessed their distaste with the
Crow laws, who said that they '

(Continued on page 4)



THE SEWANEE PURPLE, DECEMBER 16, 1948

Sewanee Falls Before Centre

Here ISIT
By GEORGE REYNOLDS, JR.

It is usually pretty safe to say that when a basketball team originates in
Kentucky that they will be hard to handle. Bearing out this statement was
the Centre team which showed its talents here last weekend; the Sewanee
cagers played two spirited games, but even though they showed early effects
of Coach Varnell's methods, the home team was just outclassed.

A talk with Coach Varnell about*
basketball is always illuminating, and
his analysis of the Centre games is
complete.

"Centre brought a team of veterans
to the mountain," says Varnell. "They
showed that by their hitting and their
poise on the court."

"Sewanee's team is young and inex-
perienced, and in Friday's game our
inexperience was what kept us from
getting the ball in under the basket;
and this last was our biggest trouble
on offense. The spirit and drive which
our boys exhibited was what enabled
them to play as well as they did.

"In the second game, there was
improvement on offense and defense.
We got the ball in more on Saturday,
and that was what we couldn't do in
the first game. The game Saturday
showed me that with time and ex-
perience, this team can develop into a
smooth-woking outfit.

Varnell says that this year's Sewa-
nee team lacks two essentials: height
and experience. The second will come
as the season progresses, but the coach
says that the first depends on the
"Laws of God."

One interesting aspect of the Se-
wanee team's showing is in shot per-
centages. On Friday, the team made
15 for 60 field goals (25%), and on
Saturday the percentage was only 19%,
the Purples sinking 10 for 54. Hamil-
ton made 5 for 13 on Friday night,
while Logan made 3 for 9, as these
two led the team in accuracy. On
Saturday, Alford made 1 for 3 (33%),
while Colhoun made 2 for 7 and Doss
sank 3 for 12.

Coaches figure that a team should
make a percentage of 35%, and they
always hope for 40%; so Sewanee's
percentages were very low in both
games. With a shot percentage of 40%
in each game, the Tigers would have
won the second and made the first one
very close, scoring 56 points on Fri-
day and 52 on Saturday.

Tiger '49 Schedule:
Fla. State Added

Sewanee again has an eight game
football schedule. Just as last year the
Tigers open with Coach Clemens' boys
from Southwestern and close with
Washington University.

The schedule is not an exact dupli-
cate of last year, however. Maryville
has been dropped from the card, and
Florida's newly made co-ed institution,
Florida State University, will make its
initial appearance on the Mountain.
Millsaps has been changed from the
sixth spot on the list to number two.
Sewanee will play the Methodists at
Jackson, Mississippi for the second
straight year, instead of playing them
here in '49 as would be expected. This
has been done in order to have the
Mississippi College game here when
'We play Millsaps there, and thereby
avoid two long trips to the Delta state
m the same year. (The two schools
are only ten miles apart.)

Bob Snell, rugged tackle of the
Past three seasons who will be in
the seminary next fall, was elected by
his teammates to head the '49 squad. •

Sewanee plays four games at home
and four away.

The schedule:
Oct. 1—Southwestern Sewanee
Oct, 8—Millsaps Jackson, Miss.
Oct. 15—Miss. College Sewanee
Oct. 22—Fla. State Uni Sewanee
Oct. 29—Centre Danville, Ky.
Nov. 5—Hampden-Sydney ._ Sewanee
Nov. 12—Kenyon Gambier, Ohio
Nov. 19—Wash. Uni. .._ St. Louis, Mo.

Intramural Volleyball:
KA in the Lead

W L
KA 9 o
SAE .___ _7 1
Theologs 6 1
Phi Delts 5 2
Delts _ 4 5
KS 3 3
ATO 2 5
SN 2 5
Beta 1..1 5
PGD 0 6
Outlaws .___ .0 6

DTD 2—PGD 0
Carter and Irvin made the first game

a hard one for the Delts, but Uhrig
and Morehouse brought the second
game to a quick close, 15-9, 15-5.

SAE 2—BETA 1
Stu Gast helped the Betas take one

game, but Mellon and Dobbins turned
the tide for SAE, 11-0, 13-15, 15-3.

KA 2—PGD 0
Mighty KA featuring King Dickman

crushed an underdog Phi Gam, despite
efforts of Irvin and Carter, 15-1, 11-0.

SN 2—BETA 0
Sigma Nu got in the win column

with this one, sparked by Leonard
and Keyser, 11-0, 15-3.

SN 0—ATO 2
ATO rambled to victory behind good

work of Reynolds and Puckette. Rog-
ers and Lachman were best for the
losers.

THEOLOG 1—KA 2
One of the closest games of the

season. KA had trouble with this one,
and without Dickman might not have
made it. Martin sparked the losers,
16-14, 10-15, 15-11.

DTD 2—ATO 0
Delts took the first game without

any trouble, but almost lost the sec-
ond. Ball and Reynolds sparked the
losers but there wasn't enough fire.
Score 15-9, 16-14.

THEOLOG 2—KS 0
Alves tried, but the Theologs un-

der Martin, Douglas, and Chambers
made it an easy win. Score 15-4,
15-12.

KA 2—ATO 0
Garrison, Crews, White, and Dick-

man led a strong KA club to victory,
although they had a little trouble in
the second game. Reynolds, Puckette
and Ball tried for a rally, but it fell
short. Score 15-5, 15-11.

SAE 2—PDT 0
Mellon and Dobbins kept SAE on

the road to victory, despite efforts of
Thweatt and Guitar. Score 15-10, 15-5.

BETA 1—OUTLAW 0
The Outlaws were unable to muster

enough men to play, so the Betas won
by forfeit.

DTD 2—SN 0
Paced by Morehouse, Uhrig andRos-

cher, the Delts pasted a 2-0 defeat on
the Sigma Nu's, who were led by Art
Lachman and Keyser.

KA 2—SAE 1
The men of crimson and gold hand-

ed the Sig Alphs their first and only
defeat of the season thus far, win-
ning by scores of 5-15, 15-3 and 15-3.
Dickman and Crews played outstand-
ing ball for the KA's, while Bob Mel-
lon and Charlie Dobbins were out-
standing for the losers.

ATO 2—PGD 0
Bob Snell and Ed Ball paced the

blue and gold to a decisive win over
the Fijiis, led in their losing efforts
by Scotty Irvin. They won by scores
of 15-6, 15-9.

PHI DELTS 2—BETAS 0
Thweatt plus Guitar added up to

victory as the Phis defeated the Betas

Colonels Win Twice;
Lack of Experience
Handicaps Purple

The Praying Colonels of Centre
College displayed some of the bas-
ketball Kentucky is famous for in de-
feating Sewanee's Tigers in a pair of
hardwood contests last weekend. The
Colonels won 62-38 Friday night and
43-28 on Saturday.

In the first game, the Tigers held
the Kentuckians in check until the
second quarter, when Hill and Hughes
started finding the basket from the
sides. The half ended with Centre
leading 23-15. Sewanee's defense
weakened even more after Logan and
Russell fouled out. The Tigers fought
for points all the way, but couldn't
connect consistently. Hill was high
point man for Centre, and Logan and
Hamilton led the losers.

The Colonels had trouble starting
Saturday afternoon, and the Tigers' im-
proved defense seemed to have them
baffled. However, the tall Kentuckians
started setting up their plays late in
the first half and gained a substantial
lead that they never lost. Doss and
Logan were best for Sewanee with 6
points apiece, and Oates and Brad-
shaw led Centre with 10 each.

11-0, 15-8. Gast and Goad sparked
the losers.

SAE 2—KS 0
The Minerva-men, led by Mellon and

Dimon, rallied after a bad start to
defeat the Kappa Sigs by 16-14, 15-9
scores. Alves spiked well for the
losers, but not well enough, and the
SAE's came out on the better end of
the score.

KA 2—SN 0
Both teams played poor volleyball,

but the KA's managed to play a little
better than the Snakes. The scores
were decisive, 15-5, 15-9. Dickman
led the winners, with Keyser playing
well for the losers.

THEOLOGS 2—DELTS 0
The Theologs turned in a well-

played victory over the Delts, win-
ning by scores of 15-7, 15-10. Martin
was the standout for the winners,
while Morehouse played a good game
for a losing cause.

KS 2—SN 0
Behind the spikes of Jim Alves, the

KS's managed to pull a 15-4, 16-14
win out of the fire when the Snakes
got hot and almost won the second
game. Keyser, Leonard and Lachman
played well for the losing SN's.
PHI DELTS 2—OUTLAWS 1

The Phis had to work hard to pull
a win out of a three-game tussle, as
the Outlaws showed power on the of-
fense. Guitar and Tynes were the
ones who threw cold water on the
Outlaws' fire as the Phis won 15-2,
11-15, 15-4.

KA 2—DTD 0
The KA's made it nine straight by

taking the measure of the Delts 11-0,
15-5, in a surprisingly easy victory.
Dickman, Crews and Garrison put the
edge on the KA knife, while Uhrigand Morehouse
the losers.

tried to dull it for

Basketball Preview
By CHARLES DOBBINS

The Delts have been established as
the popular favorites to cop the In-
tramural basketball trophy this sea-
son, but all signs point to a long up-
hill battle for every team. The fighting
spirit has been keyed to a higher pitch
than ever, and, with many of the teams
evenly matched, upsets should be nu-
merous.

Falling first into the spotlight, we
see the Delts, who have been placed
a step ahead of the field in the race
for the Championship. The main rea-
son for it is Paul Uhrig. Anyone who
saw the league play last year can't
forget his left hand shot and fast
break, which should enable him to
score over 100 points this season. Un-
like the preceding sports however,
basketball is a real team sport, so
Uhrig shouldn't be the sure death that

Men of Powerful
Quality Most Admired

One of the questions at which most
of the men interviewed were rather
taken aback was the one which asked,
"Of all the men you know or know of,
whom do you admire most?" However,
after some consideration, the students
interviewed gave answers which, though
varying widely, were nevertheless
clearly indicative of basic trends of
thought. Some 17% named their own
fathers—one reason being perhaps that
one knows his own father more inti-
mately than he does any other man;
but this could be indicative of the
continuing strength of the family ties,
despite much recent thought to the
contrary. Among the specific men
listed, Dr. Alexander Guerry and
Franklin D. Roosevelt led with 10%
each, followed by Robert E. Lee, Win-
ston Churchill, Abraham Lincoln, and
a host of unique choices.

It was in these other choices that
the real interest and significance of
the answers lie. A few made their
selections on the basis of personal tri-
imph over obstacles (e.g. Beethoven),
but the great majority of students in-
terviewed named some man outstand-
ing for his leadership of men—ranging
from General Marshall to Julius Cae-
sar. Here again may be seen, in our
opinion, the searching of man for
someone who can lead him out of his
difficulties, for something tangible to
which he can attach himself when be-
set by a mass of intangible doubts
and anxieties.

Warden was in football, and Dickman
in volleyball. Teaming with Uhrig will
be Ralph Roscher and Morehouse, two
good shots and re-bound men. Pete
Hannah also returns from last years'
third place team to do some handy
work under the basket. The remainder
of the team will be made up of pledges
and men who saw little service, last
year. These include Rhodes, Brown,
Bissell, Beneke, Ershell, and Trebor-
McConnell.

The defending champions, the SAE's,
appear to have a good chance at de-
fending their title, with Doss being
the only member not returning from
last year's team. From that team, the
SAE's will rely on Davis, Dimon, Dob-
bins, Mellon, Guerry, Laws, Bob Rice,
Stephenson, and Hanley. Pledges Ap-
person, Clark, and Collier will add
much to what appears to be a fine
squad.

The ATO's round out the big three
which appear to have the best chance
for first place. Last year, the ATO's
suffered an early season loss to the
SAE's and from then on were hard to
beat; returning from that second place
team are Ball, who has been a tcp
scorer for two seasons, George Rey-
nolds, Snell, Rust, Green, and Adams.
To bolster this fine neucles are Lamb
and Hall who played "B" squad ball,
last year, Al Reynolds, letterman from
S. M. A., Boult, Jackson, and Stough,
have shown up well in practice.

The teams, which appear capable
of knocking off the pre-season leaders,
but still lack the consistency that
comes with a large supply of experi-
enced players, are the Phi's, Phi
Gams, Sigma Nu's, and KA's. The
Phis have Thweatt, Dick Smith, Col-
lier, Dearborn, and Tynes from last
year's team; they will sorely miss the
services of Diggins and Hughes, but
Bowman, Lucas, Hunt, and Carter
Smith should afford the reserve strength
that the Phis lacked last season. The
Fijiis' first team of Irvin, Hempstone,
Hopkins, Duff, and Wilder will return
for another season, but none of this
group appears to have a starting po-
sition assured. Their Competition will
be offered by Reed, Harper, Browning,
Foster, Bragg, and Hoover. For the
Snakes, Rogers, Keyser, Ragland, Mel-
ton, and the Bradhams will return in
an attempt to put the Sigma Nu's way
ahead of the field in the all-year tro-
phy race. Warden, leading scorer for
last year's "B" team, should strengthen
the team along with Clift Boyer, and
Sledge. The KA's, the only team that
upset the champions during last sea-
son, will count more on pledges than
any other team, with Leyden, Good-

(Continued on page 4)

Views on Morality
And Ethical Practice
Are Most Enigmatic

It has been pointed out in an article
on page one that most men in the
College of Arts and Sciences have a
very "practical" attitude toward the
subject of theology. The same attitude
is found in their ideas on morals and
ethics.

Yet this obvious desire to find an
application for every pinciple does not
subject of theology. The same atti-
tude is found in their ideas on morals
but by means excludes the existence
of principles; it is more a matter of
where those principles lie—whether in
a lofty realm of abstract, or in more
tangible and apparent reality.

Students interviewed were asked this
question: "Do you think there is any
eternal, universal right and wrong?
while 54% answered no, the result was
close; for 42% answered yes, another
group answered "don't know." (4%).

Moreover, it is believed that most
of those answering "no" to the ques-
tion considered it to mean the exist-
ence of what would amount to a set
of rules equally applicable to any
circumstance or condition. Those who
answered "yes" generally explained
that they believed in a principle or in
principles which held true without
modification in itself but which was
applicable to any variety of conditions.
One student said that he believed in
the formula of knowing himself as an
example of the eternal right or wrong.
Another less philosophical answer was
that of the Ten Commandments.

It is of definite significance that the
general attitude toward a single moral
standard for both men and women
was pronouncedly pro. The "yes's"
numbered at 60%, the "no's" at 36%,
and the "don't know's" at only 4%.

Those who answered "no" most of-
ten stated that their conviction was
based on the existence of different
"emotional set-ups" between the two
sexes. One student answered that for
married persons there should be the
same moral standard, while for un-
married persons there should not. He
joined with most of the "no" answers
in saying that women should not be
allowed sexual liberty, but that men
should—in his case he meant un-
married men should. Most of the
"yes"s, admitting that they did not
live by the most idealistic moral code
as regards women, nevertheless felt
that women had as much right to lib-
erties as men, though they deplored
the fact that both sexes do not seem
to be able to conduct themselves with
greater strictness.

On a question regarding the proper
use of alcohol, there was an over-
whelming employment of the groping
term, "moderation." From various
comment it is obvious that nearly all
meant that the proper use of alcohol
depends on the individual; for some
persons there is no proper use. Prac-
tically none of these students felt that
there is any "drinking problem" on
this campus. Nearly all felt that at
Sewanee there is far less drinking,
proportionally, than at any other col-
lege with which they were familiar.

Four percent of the interviewees
held for total abstinence; this did not
mean for themselves alone but for all
society. Three percent of those ques-
tioned saw no necessity for limitation
of any kind on drinking; apparently
for them alcohol presented an infinite,
progressive pleasure which grew in
beauty according to its use.

Last under the section of morals,
students were asked, "Do you think
that all human activity should be gov-
erned by a strict code of morals?"
Sixty percent said "no." Here again
it is apparent that the expression
"strict code" seems too dogmatic, and
that Sewanee students in general pre-
fer an individualistic interpretation of
morals. Many said that there could be
no strict code because society, environ-
ment, and civilizations vary too greatly.

For most of us the word "morals"
seems to imply a group of rules. This
would indicate that we are not as a
rule philosophers. We are concerned
with application, not with theory. We
are moral, but not moralists.
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MAJORITY APPROVE
(Continued from page 1)

thought that the excessive drinking
and lack of strict rules concerning
girls on dance week-ends were detri-
mental to student society.

The feeling about the social life at
Sewanee was predominantly favorable,
with a considerable amount of reser-
vation. Here again was the feeling
that these were just a few of the sug-
gestions that could be made. The Se-
wanee student has his own positive
ideas about how the social relations
among students could be improved and
was anxious to offer them. This is
another manifestation of the general
feeling felt by the interviewers on all
questions that the college student of
today is very anxious to make the
most of his life. He does not feel that
he can afford to wait for a postgradu-
ate exploitation of his social desires.

WORLD GOVERNMENT
(Continued from page 1)

The reservations ran along two prom-
inent lines: those who felt that world
government was impossible at any
time, and those who thought it not
feasible in the near future.

Complexities in the relations of di-
verse cultures served as a barrier to
many. To thrust a technologically in-
fantile nation into governmental as-
sociation with a high-powered land of
real "know-how" was evidently im-
practical.

Yet the preponderance of thought,
that 56% who desired a world gov-
ernment now and without binding re-
strictions, affirmed the faith of Wood-
row Wilson and Franklin Roosevelt;
and though it represents but an in-
finitesimal segment of the composite
American thought, it is perhaps in-
dicative of the whole.

'MY ADVANCEMENT"
(Continued from page 1)

The Motor Mart
"AB" GREEN

COMPLETE REPAIR SERVICE
GAS—OIL—AUTO ACCESSORIES

SALES—FORD—SERVICE

Sewanee Phone 4051

Wagner's Cafe
Appreciates Your Patronage

STEAKS AND CHICKEN

Phone 2112 — Sewanee, Tenn.

University Supply Store
D. L. VAUGHAN, JR., Manager

School Supplies — Drugs
Cigarettes — Tobacco
Pipes — Candies — Meats
Groceries — Soda Shop

"Everything for the Student"

RECORDS
Popular

Appliances
Classical

Rad io s
Hillbilly

ERA I CY'Q ptl0ne" 4402
" I I A L L I O Sewanee, Tenn,

KENNEDY'S FOOD MARKET

GROCERIES
Fresh Meats and Vegetables

Sewanee, Tennessee

Under "Personal Improvement" came
such answers as "To prepare myself
for life," "Wanted time to think," and
"Wished to learn a greater apprecia-
tion of human and other values."
"Social" includes the large group who
considered that a college degree in-
sured for them a higher social stand-
ing, and the far smaller number of
students whose only reason was that
their parents had made them come.
One interesting comment was that "I
didn't want to come, but my parents
made me. Later I came to realize
that it was essential."

As for the business or profession
which students intend to pursue, there
was naturally a great variety shown,
but the leaders were: Business of some
sort (25%), medicine (12%), the
ministry (6%), teaching (6%), law
(6%), and many others; 16% were
undecided. Broadly classified, their
reasons were:
Interest 53%
Opening Available _ 8%
Family Business 6%
Economic 17%
Undecided on Profession 16%

These figures are sufficiently self-
explanatory to require no comment.

*

JIM CROW
(Continued from page 2)

go in time, refused to give it up them-
selves, or to suggest any manner in
which its eventual abandonment might
come about.

This is significant, because it has
been a stock evasion for a long time.
Nourished by the apathy of the pres-
ent, such an answer may in time be-
come a belief in itself: a belief that
the Jim Crow laws are "temporarily"
good for each year in which men live
and "temporarily" segregate.

*
BASKETBALL PREVIEW

(Continued from, page 3)
win, and Shaw slated to appear in the
line-up. Dickman, Crews, and Charlie
Shaw will round out a strong start-
ing line-up; reserve strength keeps
the KA's from having a higher rating.

The Theologs, Kappa Sigs, Outlaws,
and Beta's should round out the league
in that order. The Theologs appear
to be the strongest with Martin, Ele-

SINCE SEPTEMBER(20, 1948

10,408 COLLEGE STUDENTS

HAVE CHANGED

CHESTERFIELD
THERE'S A REASON:

bash, Strang, Renick, Douglas, Boul-
ton, Chambers, Haynsworth, and Barr
furnishing the power for what ap-
pears to be a hot and cold team. The
Kappa Sigs will depend on Alves,
Harris, and Gilchrist to mould a team
from the members and new pledges.
The Outlaws will depend on Wheeler
and Winters plus the new men in
school, so little can be predicted of the
strength of their team. The Beta's have
furnished two men to the Varsity, so
the strength of their team will be

greatly hampered. In their brief time
on the mountain, they have had a
great spirit which could well be an
example to the larger fraternities.

*

THE SEWANEE TREND
(Continued from page 1)

enjoying the sweet delights of liberal
arts, fails to see that it is a system
for the sharpening of insight and the
illumination of an observation which
treats of all things.
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D I N E a n d D A N C E
CLARA'S

AT MONTEAGLE
Owned and Operated by

JETT M. FISHER

o£ Sewanee
TELFAIR HODGSON

President
H. E. CLARK
Vice-President

J. F. MERRITT, JR.
Cashier

Your Business Appreciated
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"GIVE 'EM BY THE CARTON"
- s a y s Arthur Godfrey:
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