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 This summer I interned at Magdalene and Thistle Farms in Nashville, Tennessee, and 
volunteered at St. Augustine’s Chapel. Magdalene is a two-year residential recovery program for 
women who have endured homelessness, addiction, and prostitution, with Thistle Farms as its 
social enterprise component. At Thistle Farms, women who have completed one year in 
Magdalene receive job skills training and employment in crafting natural bath and beauty 
products and making paper from recycled and plant materials. St. Augustine’s Chapel originally 
initiated and sponsored Magdalene, and remains closely involved with the organization. 

I worked at Thistle Farms on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, exploring business 
elements of a social enterprise: manufacturing and packaging products, stocking inventory, 
documenting sales, and developing marketing schemes. After closing time on those days, I 
compiled and designed a directory of community resources to be distributed to women arrested 
for prostitution who went through the educational Hannah Project, a joint effort of Magdalene 
and the Nashville District Attorney’s office. On Tuesdays and on Thursday afternoons I went to 
St. Augustine’s Chapel to print and prepare promotional literature for Magdalene and Thistle 
Farms in the first weeks and to prepare materials for the chapel’s children’s program in the later 
weeks. On Thursday mornings I co-managed a printmaking workshop for the women in 
Magdalene. 
 I worked under multiple supervisors, particularly Ali Sevilla de Cocco, Becca Stevens, 
and Carol Hagen at Thistle Farms, Carrie Ray at Magdalene, and Ali Sevilla de Cocco and Susan 
Sluser at St. Augustine’s. Ali and I spent several hours reflecting upon my experiences through 
the internship and discussing how they relate to my path and calling for the future. 
 Through my internship, my calling to serve women who have been used and abused 
through prostitution was confirmed. I still hope to partner with others in carrying to other cities 
and nations the model of Thistle Farms as a social enterprise to equip women with skills, 
independence, and dignity, and the model of Magdalene as a completely free healing program 
based in compassion and love. However, I found that I am not cut out to be a businesswoman or 
an entrepreneur. For some time now I have seriously considered going to medical school but I 
was unsure how that dream could relate to my heart for women in prostitution. After observing 
the numerous medical and health needs of the women of Magdalene and talking in depth with 
Ali, I have chosen to work in or start a clinic for women in prostitution and I hope to work 
alongside others who are more capable in counseling and social enterprise to, as a team, tackle 
the problem of prostitution from several angles. 


