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 As an Anthropology major, most of my training and indeed my concentrations center 

around the sub-disciplines of Linguistics and Socio-Cultural Anthropology. Before I had not 

really considered the role that material artifacts play in language and culture, until I took a 

course in Historical Linguistics, which mainly concerns itself with reconstructing and 

apprehending the languages of the past and the cultural and social reality of its speakers. In this 

course, while uncovering the jewels of Historical Linguistics, I uncovered those of Archaeology 

and from that point, my interest sparked itself. I realized that everything in Historical Linguistics 

checks itself in the field of Archaeology and that in order to fully understand linguistic prehistory, 

I had to get my hands dirty and begin to understand Archaeology more in-depth. This internship 

provided this in-depth experience.  

 This summer in the year of 2011, I spent my time working in Archaeology under the 

auspices of the Environmental Studies Internship fund. My work dealt with lab organization, 

techniques, and management as well as fieldwork. I also was working with students in the 

summer field school for archaeology as well that runs every year. This was a magnificent 

learning experience. 

 In day to day work, for most of the internship, I assisted in the lab, working with 

archaeologists in order to organize most of the material already collected. Because the 

Archaeology program at Sewanee was dormant for a few years, there was about 800 bags of 

artifacts that had not been properly documented. I and another student in the field school went 

through all 800 artifacts, organizing them into useful ways or rather ways that prepared them to 

be used in research. We also digitally made documentation of all this archaeological material.  

 While completing with first assignment, I dealt mostly with prehistoric Amerindian pieces 
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of material culture. There were arrowheads, spearheads, and other projectile points and tools 

that were discovered. Many of these artifacts were 8-9,000 years old. Graduate students that 

were doing research out of our lab on the prehistoric Southeast explained to me how they would 

use such material in order to reconstruct a picture of this region in that ancient epoch. It was 

incredible to get my hands on such important pieces of ancient culture.  

 As the internship continued, I did other projects such as help prepare field equipment 

and eventually participate in the artifact preparation step. The artifact preparation step was 

really interesting. Here I learned to ‘float’ material such as when you are dealing with organic 

(namely plant) material, which is really important, because these can be used for the purpose of 

dating archaeological material. One of the graduate students who focused in ‘archaeological 

ethno-botany’ took time to explain all of the materials and methods used, such as the floating 

device for the method that I mentioned above, in order to retrieve and analyze plant materials. 

This was an exceptionally interesting part of the internship and it was important to find out all 

that it takes in order to produce archaeological studies. 

 Toward the end of the internship, by far the most interesting part of all was, indeed, 

digging. In the final days of my internship, I sent time out in the field digging and actually 

practicing archaeology. By this point, my archaeological work switched from prehistoric material 

culture to historical material culture. We dug at two places: one called King’s Farm and another 

called Snake Cabin. There is an on-going project at the University to reconstruct life in a rather 

remote part of Sewanee as it was in the late 19th and early 20th century. The Anthropology 

department had already conducted ethnographic interviews with the well-aged children and 

grandchildren of people who lived in this part of Sewanee. Now that we had the social culture 

aspect, we needed to look into the material culture aspect. We began the digs around the 

archaeological feature (features are materials that cannot be moved for site) of a chimney there. 

Also, a little further down from the first dig, we began to dig another site that we called Snake 

Cabin. The name of this site was really interesting. Its name comes from the fact that the 
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archaeology professor almost placed herself on a log that had a snake on it. A student had to 

point it out and warn her before she touched it, because it was so well blended that she could 

not see it. In these two sites, we found knives, bottles, and containers of all sorts, and other 

more recent artifacts. The digging was really the exploration into the beauty of the field of 

archaeology. 

 While I spent most of my time in the lab and did not really approach the field until toward 

the end, I felt that it was the best scheme, because most of what archaeologists do happens in 

the lab. The maxim was always to remember that for every hour in the field, expect four hours in 

the lab. The lab is where the analysis and interpretation process occurs and while going through 

800 artifacts was really tedious, it was definitely worth it by virtue of the true methodological 

understanding gleaned from these experiences. I discovered the praxis of archaeology and in 

doing so, became more acquainted with how archaeological research is created and can be 

used. In this discovery, I consider my internship a high achievement for a more thorough 

understanding of prehistory which was my goal. I will use this knowledge in my career later in 

life as an Anthropologist in the endeavor of reconstructing prehistory.  

 To reiterate, my foci of study in Anthropology have been linguistic and socio-cultural. 

With the skills gained through this internship, I can add archaeology (truly one of the most 

essential parts of prehistoric reconstruction) to my repertoire. I have already begun to apply the 

knowledge gained in this internship in a study that I soon hope to publish in an undergraduate 

academic journal. The name of the paper is currently ‘Life, Land, and Language: Understanding 

Australian Linguistic Prehistory through the Natural and Cultural Ecology‘. My real focus in 

Anthropology is the South Pacific. Although in the internship, I mostly studied the Archaeology 

of the Amerindian Southeast, the knowledge of the praxis of Archaeology applies anywhere and 

I am using this knowledge to write this paper concerning my regional area of interest. In this 

paper, I bring together the ideas of socio-cultural anthropology and the hard evident provided by 

archaeology in order to reconstruct the prehistoric situation of Australian aboriginal languages. 
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This is one of the most linguistically complex areas in the world, especially when it comes to the 

history. With Indo-European languages, linguists are able to map rather linearly the progression 

of language history. However, for Australian aboriginal languages, this is not the case and the 

situation is immensely complex. I approach the topic initially with linguistic and socio-cultural 

perspectives, but there still is the need for hard empirical data, because languages and ideas do 

not leave fossils. Therefore, in this gap, archaeology becomes key.  

 I hope to continue in an academic career where I can take an interdisciplinary approach 

to reconstructing prehistory. My plan is to obtain a degree in Linguistics, especially Historical 

Linguistics working in the South Pacific. I think that the problem in many areas of research is 

that they are restricted in communication with other disciplines which could really help, if pieced 

together, solve the larger intellectual problems. I hope, as a linguist, to be part of the group of 

scholars who make interdisciplinary use of knowledge in order to truly begin to comprehend the 

large questions. 

 

 

 


