
Introduction: The King Farm:
- The King Farm is a plot of land located off of 

Breakfield Road at the University of the South 
(Figure A).

- It has been in use since as early as the 1820s and 
was acquired by the university in 1938. Raising 
livestock, growing crops, and occasional timbering 
were the main land uses until the 1950s.

- Beginning in the 1950s, the land use at the King 
Farm was taken over by Charles Cheston. 
Cheston was the university forester from the early 
1940s to 1977.

- His choices were driven by his personal ambitions 
which were influenced by the context of the time. 
The legacies of his actions are visible there today.
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Shift in Land Use
- In 1946, the King Farm shifted from a site for tenant farming 

to a site that was under Charles Cheston’s control (Figure 5).

- In 1951, the lease was canceled and the remaining farm 
structures were bulldozed. 

- Soil legacies from the farming remained. The pH, nutrient 
content, and topography of the soil was altered.

- With the elimination of tenant farming, the King Farm became 
a blank slate for opportunities to unfold on (Figure 3 & 4).

Deer
- As early as 1950, Cheston was discussing leasing land to the 

Tennessee Game and Fish Commission  (Figure 4).

- By 1953, the King Farm plot is designated as a “wildlife habitat 
improvement area” (Figure 7). 

- In 1957, the introduction of a deer herd is discussed and 
eventually executed (Figure 8). Due to large scale predator 
removal that occurred before deer were reintroduced, deer are 
overabundant on the Domain. Their populations have altered the 
composition of our forests (Evans et al. 2019).

- Letters written as early as 1955 revealed a need for Cheston to 
get his department accredited. The lack of accreditation was an 
obstacle to receiving funding from private donors. Presumably, 
Cheston’s various collaborations were geared toward this goal 
(Figure 9 & 10).

Research Center & Timbering
- In 1956, the University successfully launched a 

collaboration with the U.S. Forest Service (Figure 12).

- The research activities are visible in 1976 aerial imagery 
that shows the surrounding forest where Cheston also 
logged (Figure 13).

- This research included introducing tulip poplar, a cove tree  
species that, in the absence of human intervention, is not 
typically found on the plateau.

- Tulip poplar is present there today.

- This collaboration was directly tied to Cheston’s goal of 
achieving accreditation (Figure 11).

Conclusion:
- Charles Cheston’s goal of accreditation and the broader context he 

operated within drove his choices at the King Farm.

- Tenant farming was replaced by a wildlife reserve, and then a pine 
plantation. Forestry research and timbering occurred in the 
surrounding area.

- What did not survive institutionally remains in the landscape.

Pine Plantations & Abandonment
- Around 1959, a pine plantation was planted here. It is visible in aerial 

photography by 1962 (Figure 15). 

- Cheston did not maintain this plantation and it was destroyed by the  pine 
bark beetle (Evans 2003) (Figure 16). White pine was the only pine species 
to survive, and is present there today.

- At the time of planting, the Cumberland Plateau was undergoing pine 
conversion by companies like Bowater (McGrath et al. 2004). 

- A federal-state agency called the Appalachian Regional Commission 
influenced this land use movement. Their goal was economic stability in 
Appalachia (Lyon 2010).

- At the time of abandonment, there was a shift at the university level in the 
goal for Cheston’s department. This shift was at odds with Cheston’s own 
goals.
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Figure A: A map of the University of the South with 39 of the 103 acres of the King Farm 
highlighted in orange.
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Charles Cheston (Figure 1), 1950 aerial photograph of the King Farm (Figure 2), 1950 letter 
describing plans for the King Farm (Figure 3), 1951 letter describing Cheston’s vision for his 
department (Figure 4), 1951 letter confirming the cancellation of the King Farm lease (Figure 5), 
~1952 aerial photograph of the King Farm after the farm structures were bulldozed.

1953 map labeling the King Farm as a 
wildlife reserve (figure 7), 1957 letter 
discussing the introduction of a deer 
herd (figure 8), 1955 letter discussing 
the need for accreditation (figure 9), 
1956 letter discussing accreditation 
(Figure 10).

A letter from Charles Cheston describing his plans for a research center (Figure 11), a news 
article describing the opening of the research center (Figure 12), an aerial photograph 
from 1976 of the King Farm (Figure 13).

A 1975 map of the pine plantations on the Domain (Figure 14), a 1959 
aerial photograph of the King Farm (Figure 15), a 1997 aerial photograph 
of the King Farm (Figure 16).
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