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V i C e  C h A n C e L L O R ’ s  C O R n e R

Dear Alumni and Friends,

I write this note to you just after the Fourth of July weekend, still basking in the glow of Sewanee’s 
Independence Day celebration. If you have not been here for that great occasion, you really ought 
to plan to come any year you can. From the early morning flag raising and community breakfast 
through cat and dog shows, a spectacular parade, a street dance next to the Sewanee Market, lots 
of music of many kinds, and, finally, a super fireworks show, the work of many volunteers produces 
a wonderful Sewanee community experience. 

That celebration is one of many examples of Sewanee’s special qualities and character. Over the 
last year, we have been giving a good deal of thought to finding ways to communicate the University’s 
character and strengths more effectively. This work included research to understand better how we 
are known and the preparation of a new plan to guide admission publications and other forms of 
communication with the University’s many audiences. 

Some who love Sewanee deeply interpreted our ongoing work to develop the new plan as an 
indication that we are moving away from the University’s Southern character and traditions. A draft 
of the plan, which a campus task force developed with the help of two consulting firms, was mined 
for evidence of this, and the resulting controversy brought coverage in several publications includ-
ing The Living Church, the Nashville Tennessean, the Chattanooga Times Free Press, and, through the 
Associated Press, several other papers. The fact is that our 50-page report included a good bit more 
about the benefits of Sewanee’s Southern heritage than about disadvantages, emphasizing the posi-
tive connotations of the South: warmth, hospitality, authenticity, friendliness. 

The hot button for some folks has been our decision to be more consistent in referring to the 
University, in communications with outside audiences, as Sewanee: The University of the South. 
For over a decade, the main logo for the University has combined the two names by which it is well 
known, and the group that developed the marketing plan committed to continuing and expanding 
that approach. We are not changing the name of the University. We are just continuing to draw to-
gether the two names by which it has been known since its founding — Sewanee and the University 
of the South — recognizing that to win the recognition and affection the University deserves requires 
discipline in how we are listed. I would be grateful if you could help us reassure any of your friends 
who may have heard otherwise that we really have not sold the patent on the University.

This work is much more about celebration than change. We believe so deeply in the Sewanee 
virtues — virtues such as grace, free inquiry, fair play, and tolerance — that we are doing all we can 
to cast a bright light on the values and vision that set Sewanee apart. The leaders of the Episcopal 
Church who first imagined Sewanee envisioned a university regional in name but national, even 
international, in scope and substance. The work we are about centers on how we can draw on the 
visions of the past to understand the present and prepare our students to shape the future. Our 
job is to tell the Sewanee story clearly and well. In particular, we seek to embrace and hold together 
both names by which this institution is known, and we aim to affirm the many positive aspects of the 
University’s Southern heritage, while finding ways to avoid negative connotations, especially among 
those who do not already know Sewanee well. 

We are grateful for the love and devotion that are reflected in the questions and concerns that 
have been raised, and we look forward to continuing the work of finding the best ways possible to 
communicate the remarkable benefits of this unique community of learning. Please call or write to 
me if you have questions or insights to share with us, and do plan to come for any July 4 you can. 
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V i e W P O i n t s

Letters

We welcome letters. The editor reserves the right to de-
termine the suitability of letters for publication and to 
edit them for accuracy and length. Letters should refer 
to material published in the magazine and include the 
writer’s full name, address, and telephone number.
Write to: Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine, Office of 
Communications, 735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 
37383-1000
E-mail: lbarlame@sewanee.edu

W r i t e  t o  U s

More Family Ties

[In response to “Family ties inspire student-trustee to pro-
mote seminary-college connections,” Spring 2004, page 24,] I 
thought you might like to know that a father and son graduated 
together from the College in 1969. Alan Hinshelwood entered 
Sewanee in 1937 and dropped out before graduating. He re-
entered and graduated with his son, Ian, in 1969. Alan was 
given permission to have the required courses be the ones of 
the catalog he entered under, thus avoiding the mathematics 
requirement. 

LAURENCE ALvAREZ, C’59
Professor of Mathematics

Sewanee, Tennessee

Fraternal Memories

The picture and story about the Kappa Sigma house [Spring 
2004, page 9] set off a very happy memory from almost 60 
years ago. I was a student in the School of Theology at the 
end of World War II, and the University was about to revive 
the fraternities, which had been suspended during the war 
years. A call went out to faculty, staff, and theological students 
to round up as many members of the various fraternities as 
could be found on campus. I had been a member of Kappa 
Sigma at Tulane and volunteered to help revive the chapter at 
Sewanee. I do not recall the condition of the house or what it 
had been used for during the war, but we set to work to collect 
some pledges from among the entering class in 1946 and put 
them through the initiation ceremony several weeks later. It 
was a valiant try, and I was sorry to learn later that the chapter 
did not survive beyond 1968. At least the house itself will now 
see better days.

ThE REv. CANoN MILLER M. CRAGoN, T’47
Chicago, Illinois

M artha Meeks, who coordinates 
the University’s work-study 
program, came to me last 

summer with an information sheet 
from a student who was not only “a 
published writer” (in Bark, a literary 
arts magazine subtitled “dog is my 
co-pilot”) but also brought some 
other interesting abilities to the table, 
including stringing tennis rackets, 
making paninis, and operating a 
bulldozer. 

his name was Drew Phillips, C’06, 
and he came to work for the Office of 
Communications last fall. Although we may not have exploited 
the full range of his talents, he has become a valuable member 
of the staff as Class Notes editor, memorial-writer, and a reli-
able and cheerful assistant in every way. 

Another aspect of Drew that we quickly discovered is that 
he is an enthusiastic member of Sewanee’s Greek community, 
belonging to Lambda Chi Alpha. In this issue, I’m proud 
to present his feature article about the state of Greek life at 
Sewanee today (see page 18).  

Another man who defies classification is Drew’s classmate 
John Shepard, an English major who came to me looking for 
a writing opportunity on the recommendation of Professor 
Christopher McDonough. John’s writing samples included a 
rather alarming account of a hike he and a friend took in the 
Rocky Mountains, which involved, as I recall, pushing them-
selves to summit a peak rather late in the day, running out of 
water, getting lost after dark, stopping to ask for directions at 
a remote mountain hut, and making it back to camp in the 
wee hours of the following morning. 

This is not a man who is easily intimidated, I thought, and 
proceeded to set him to work on covering an always-controver-
sial subject: environmentalism. Read his article on page 32. 

Not only am I excited about bringing you the work of these 
two student writers, but I’m also pleased to offer an essay by 
a master of the genre, Tony Earley, in this issue’s Afterword 
(page 46). Enjoy!

— Laura Barlament

A Note from the Editor
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ON THE MOUNTAIN
events and happenings on the domain

priesthood in 1982, Stafford 
served churches in virginia 
and England. Currently, 
he is priest associate for St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church 
in Arlington, virginia. 
Since 1987, he has served 
during the summers at St.-
Andrew’s-in-the-Redwoods 
in Monte Rio, California. 
This past year while on sab-
batical at the University of 
Durham, England, he was a 

member of the North Durham Ministry 
Team, providing pastoral ministry to six 
parishes on the north side of the City of 
Durham.

“In selecting Bill Stafford as the new 
dean of the School of Theology, the 
University has made a superb choice,” 
says Parrent. “The faculty and staff, who 
were fully consulted throughout the 
search process, are uniformly pleased. 
Bill and I were colleagues at virginia 
Seminary for 21 years, where he was 
known as both an outstanding teacher 
of church history and a faithful pastoral 
guide. Upon my retirement in 1997, 
he succeeded me as associate dean for 
academic affairs and I am both thrilled 
and honored that he will now succeed 
me once again. Sewanee will find Bill 
and Barbara Stafford to be wonderful 
additions to this community.”

Stafford’s wife, Barbara vail Stafford, 
has been a social worker, a teacher of 
religion in an Episcopal upper school, 
and a foster mother. She also has been 
involved in hospice care in Romania for 
children with AIDS. The Staffords have 
three children: Jennifer M. Brown, an 
assistant professor of French at Illinois 
College; Michael S. Stafford, a social 
studies teacher in Chapel hill, North 
Carolina; and Elizabeth J. Echeverria, a 
social worker in San Jose, California.

William S. Stafford, vice president 
and associate dean for academic 
affairs at virginia Theological 

Seminary, will become dean of Sewanee’s 
School of Theology on January 1, 2005. 
Stafford succeeds Allan M. Parrent, who 
has served as interim dean since Febru-
ary 2003.

“Dr. Stafford is a superb person to lead 
the School of Theology, bringing an ex-
ceptional combination of gifts as a learned 
teacher, administrator, and pastor,” says 
henry Parsley, C’70, bishop of Alabama, 
University chancellor, and co-chair of the 
search committee for the dean.

A native of San Francisco, Stafford 
holds a bachelor’s degree from Stanford 

VTS administrator named School of Theology dean

New Bells for Breslin
After months of construction and 
installation work, Sewanee’s new 
change ringing bells in Breslin 
Tower were dedicated on April 
25. Made possible through a gift 
from Donne Bentley Wright of 
Chattanooga, they have been 

named the Bentley Bells in honor of Wright’s parents, Mildred 
virginia haefner Bentley and George Eli Bentley. The eight 
bells, which are rung in precise sequences to create a rich 
cascade of sound, were cast on July 4, 2003, at the Whitecha-
pel Bell Foundry of London, England, the makers of Big Ben 
and the Liberty Bell. Retired registrar Paul Engsberg was the 
moving force behind this project. he became acquainted with 
change ringing while serving as a visiting administrator at the 
University of Durham, England, in 1995-96. After hearing the 
Durham Cathedral band of bell ringers, Engsberg began to 
learn the art of change ringing. “It is not easy to express the 
sensation of awe which crept over me,” says Engsberg, “each 
time I began to wield the rope on bell Number Four.” Engsberg 
plans to initiate a Sewanee group of bell ringers. 

University and master’s and 
doctoral degrees from Yale. 
he joined the faculty of 
virginia Theological Semi-
nary as assistant professor 
of church history in 1976. 
He was appointed the David 
J. Ely Professor of Church 
history in 1990 and became 
vice president and associate 
dean for academic affairs 
in 1997. He is the author of 
Domesticating the Clergy: The 
Inception of the Reformation in Strasbourg 
1522-1524 and Disordered Loves: Healing 
the Seven Deadly Sins.

Following his ordination to the 
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At commencement exercises on 
May 14 and 16, Sewanee awarded 
master’s and doctoral degrees to 48 

School of Theology students and bach-
elor’s degrees to 315 undergraduates 
from the College of Arts and Sciences. 

Will Copeland, valedictorian for 
the College’s Class of 2004, urged his 
classmates to use the “lens” that they 
acquired as undergraduates to bring 
analytical rigor to the lives they lead 
after Sewanee. “We leave behind a life 
in which the assignments were dictated 
to us, and embark on one in which 
the ideas are our own. … We will have 
the freedom to make our own lives,”  
he said. 

A four-year letter winner in track and 
2004 team co-captain, Copeland is the 
first male athlete to be class valedictorian 
in 35 years. He is a two-time Academic 
All-America selection and graduated 
summa cum laude as a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa. An economics major, he will 

Sewanee sends out more than 360 new graduates

Perry named to Kenan professorship

Charles Perry has been named the William R. Kenan Jr. Pro-
fessor of History. The trustees of Kenan Charitable Trust 
of North Carolina endowed this chair in 1980 to recognize 

excellence in teaching and scholarship. 
Perry was educated at Davidson College and Harvard Univer-

sity, where he earned his A.M. and Ph.D. He has taught British 
and European history at Sewanee since 1974. his main field of 
research is modern British history, especially its economic and 
cultural history. 

His 1992 book The Victorian Post Office: The Growth of a Bureau-
cracy, published by the Royal Historical Society, explores the role of that department in 
the 19th-century revolution in government and the evolution of a mixed economy in 
Britain. Perry has also published numerous articles and reviews in American, French, 
and British journals, including an article on the rise and fall of the nationalized 
telegraph industry in Britain for Business and Economic History. He has contributed 
chapters to The Social Impact of the Telephone, The Dictionary of Business Biography, and 
The Encyclopedia of the Victorian Era. 

Perry has six articles in press for The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. He 
is now at work on a book project, Present and Past: History and the Public in England, 
1890-1950. As part of that study, he published an essay on the travel writer h.v. 
Morton and issues of national identity in Twentieth-Century British History (Oxford 
University Press). 

pursue graduate work in economics at 
Ohio State on a Distinguished University 
Fellowship. 

This year’s notable graduates also 
include Robin Rotman, Sewanee’s 24th 
Rhodes Scholar; Kate Cummings, win-
ner of a Watson Fellowship (see story 
page 10); and Jennifer Schneider and 
o.J. Reuter, who have received Fulbright 
Scholarships for the coming year (see 
story page 9). 

At the School of Theology com-

mencement, honorary degrees were 
presented to Milford Myhre, resident 
carillonneur at the Bok Sanctuary in 
Lake Wales, Fla., and renowned recitalist 
throughout the world; and Albert Sid-
ney Gooch Jr., president of the Kanuga 
Conference Center in Hendersonville, 
N.C., and a former Sewanee employee 
as teacher and coach at the Sewanee 
Military Academy, executive director of 
the Associated Alumni, and director of 
admission for the University.

the happy graduates, family, and friends pictured above, left to right: Andrew schmidt with his parents, William and rebecca schmidt; John edinburgh and 
Provost Linda Lankewicz; Kaki McLachlan and Ashley Justice.
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O n  t h e  m O u n t A i n

The University of the South and 
vanderbilt University have entered 
into a wide-ranging agreement that 

builds on a history of formal and infor-
mal relationships between the schools 
and establishes official collaborations to 
expand educational options for students 
and research opportunities for faculty. 

“With the signing of today’s agree-
ment, with the formalization of the 
Sewanee-vanderbilt Partnership, the 
strong ties between our two schools 
become even stronger and the benefits 
become even greater to the students 
and faculty at both institutions,” said 
vanderbilt Chancellor Gordon Gee at 
the signing ceremony on April 16.

The Sewanee-vanderbilt Partnership 
will encompass programs in nursing, 
education, religion, engineering, and 
student life as well as allow the institu-
tions, located just 90 miles apart, to share 
key resources.

The newly established relationship 
between Sewanee and vanderbilt’s 
Peabody College will facilitate the 
entry of highly accomplished students 
into the teaching profession. Sewanee 
students will be able to continue into 
graduate-level licensure programs at 
Peabody upon successful completion of 
approved courses, and Peabody will be 
able to identify and accept highly quali-
fied Sewanee students into graduate 
programs for licensure.

Under the vanderbilt Liberal Arts-
Nursing 4-2 program, a student will 
spend his or her first four years of col-
lege at Sewanee and the remaining two 
calendar years at vanderbilt studying in 
one of the nursing specialty areas that 
vanderbilt offers. In addition to a bach-
elor’s degree from Sewanee, students 
successfully completing the program 
will earn a master of science in nursing 
from vanderbilt.

The engineering component of the 
agreement establishes what is known 
as a 3-2 program leading to a bachelor 
of arts or science from Sewanee and a 
bachelor of engineering from vander-

Partnership with Vanderbilt offers new possibilities for students and faculty
bilt. The student will spend the first 
three years of his or her college career 
at the University of the South in a pre-
engineering program and the remaining 
two years at vanderbilt, studying in one 
of the engineering programs.

An agreement between the vander-
bilt and Sewanee libraries will grant 
students and faculty at each school bor-
rowing privileges at the other school’s 
library. Faculty from Sewanee who wish 
to travel to Nashville for summer re-
search will have the opportunity to be 
housed along with their families on the 
vanderbilt campus.

In the area of student life, staff and 
students from both schools will collabo-
rate in planning programs for students 
or arranging for guest lecturers relating 
to multicultural issues, student leader-
ship, and other areas. In addition, the 
two universities plan to cooperate in the 
use of facilities for particular events.

vanderbilt’s Divinity School and 
Sewanee’s School of Theology will build 
upon a history of collaboration and are 
developing plans for exchanges of stu-
dents and faculty and for cooperating in 
other mutually advantageous ways.

Preserving an Ecological gem
on Earth Day, April 22, 2004, representatives of the South Cumberland Regional 
Land Trust and the Land Trust for Tennessee formally presented the University 
with 208 acres of biologically rich cove land in Shakerag hollow, adjoining land 
already belonging to the University’s Domain. More than 400 Sewanee residents, 
faculty, staff, students, and alumni, along with individuals and organizations 
across the state, contributed to the effort to purchase the property. Protected 
by a permanent conservation easement, the land will be kept in its natural 
state for passive enjoyment and academic study in perpetuity. Read more about 
student-led environmental efforts at Sewanee on page 32. 

Deb Acuff and Boo rather from the south Cumberland regional Land trust enjoy the view over 
shakerag Hollow. 
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Robert Fain, T’83, who was elected 
by the Board of Trustees to a three-
year tenure as a regent, is rector of 

the Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Augusta, Ga. He is serving as Associated 
Alumni vice president for church rela-
tions and has also served Sewanee as 
a trustee from the Diocese of Georgia 
from 1993 to 2002.

One professor, two graduating se-
niors, and one alumnus will spend 
the next year as cultural ambassa-

dors, researchers, and teachers abroad 
through the U.S. government’s flagship 
international exchange organization, 
the Fulbright Program.

Jennifer Schneider and o.J. Reuter, 
who are both political science and Rus-
sian double majors from the Class of 
2004, will build on Sewanee experiences 
during their stays abroad. 

Schneider, who is also a German mi-
nor, will spend the year in Berlin studying 
Germany’s immigration and citizenship 
policies, in particular comparing the 
social integration and naturalization 
rates of Russian and Turkish immigrants. 
Two Sewanee opportunities allowed  
Schneider to build her academic creden-
tials and personal interest in immigration 
issues. A ToNYA public affairs intern-
ship grant allowed her to work one 
summer at Nashville Refugee Services. 
The following year, she received a Biehl 
international studies grant to travel to 
Berlin and do research on immigrant 
integration there.

Reuter will study the development 
of political parties in Kiev, Ukraine, 
doing field research in Kiev, Odessa, 
Lviv, and the Donetsk region. Sewanee 
experiences also formed the basis for his 
project, as he studied abroad in Moscow 
during his junior year and studied politi-
cal party development there on a Biehl 
grant as well.

Charles Brockett, Biehl Professor 
of International Studies, received a 

Sewanee’s four Fulbright recipients head to Mexico, germany, and Ukraine

New members elected to Board of Regents 

three Fulbrights for the political science department: Professor 
Charles Brockett (standing) and seniors o.J. reuter and Jennifer 
schneider. Neil Veilleux, C’03, (not pictured) also won a grant.

faculty grant from the 
Fulbright Program for 
the fall 2004 semester. 
Continuing a project he 
began last summer with a 
University faculty develop-
ment grant, he will study 
sustainable development 
issues in southern Mexico, 
particularly the states of 
Chiapas and Oaxaca, at 
the Center for Social and 
Anthropological Research 
and Studies. 

Brockett’s study expands 
his expertise in develop-
ment issues in Central 
America, especially Costa 
Rica. His book Land, Pow-
er, and Poverty: Agrarian 
Transformation and Political 
Conflict in Central America 
(1988, 1990, 1998) was a 
Choice Academic Book 
of the Year in 1988 and 
is used in undergradu-
ate and graduate classes. 
His new book, Contentious 
Political Movements and 
Political Violence in Central 
America, will be published later this year 
by Cambridge University Press. This is 
Brockett’s third Fulbright Award.

Finally, Neil veilleux, C’03, received a 
joint grant from the Fulbright Program 
and the German government to spend 
next year in Nürnberg, Germany, teach-
ing English at two high schools and 
conducting research on environmental 

policy within the framework of Germa-
ny’s socialistic democracy. veilleux was 
an English major and German minor 
at Sewanee and has spent the last year 
as an environmental educator at Jekyll 
Island, Georgia.

For an account of a current Sewanee 
Fulbrighter’s experiences in vienna, 
Austria, turn to page 42. 

David Humphreys, C’79, is president of 
Tamko Roofing Products of Joplin, Mo. 
Along with his wife Debra, he provided 
a major gift for the construction of the 
new student residence, Humphreys Hall. 
He is also a member of Sewanee’s Devel-
opment Council. He will serve a six-year 
term on the Board of Regents. 

William Stamler, C’56, lives in Paris, Ky., 
and is the former owner of the William 
R. Stamler Corporation. With his wife, 
Ellen, he provided the lead gift for the 
current renovations on Gailor Hall. He 
also serves on the Development Council 
and has been a Sewanee career service 
advisor. He will serve a six-year term on 
the Board of Regents.
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O n  t h e  m O u n t A i n

Sewanee’s 34th Watson Fellowship re-
cipient, Kate Cummings, C’04, looks 
forward to the coming year as a time 

of preparing for a life of service.
The first step in that journey, she says, 

is getting to know and love herself. 
“The Watson is a chance to build a 

foundation for a life of service. I have to 
cultivate a love for myself before I can 
do it for others. The Watson will throw 
me into that headfirst.” 

Cummings is one of only 50 students 
in the nation to have received a Watson 
Fellowship, which provides funds for 
college graduates of unusual promise to 
engage in a year of independent study 
and travel abroad. 

A studio art major, Cummings will visit 
and photograph Buddhist communities 
in vietnam, India, and New Zealand 
as part of her project, “Compassionate 
Service as Religious Practice.” 

She chose the sites carefully to 
represent different types of Buddhist 
experience and practice. In India, the 
birthplace of Buddhism, she will visit a 
community of Tibetan exiles. In viet-
nam, she will be associated with a temple 
that provides free medical care and 
housing for the poor. In New Zealand, 
she will observe how a Buddhist commu-
nity operates in a culture where, like in 
the U.S., it is a minority religion. 

Cummings herself has engaged in 
Buddhist practice since her childhood, 
and the practice of mindfulness informs 
her artistic vision. “Living mindfully 
means being aware of where we come 
from, being aware of what supports us,” 
she says. “It’s very important in whatever 
we do that there is an awareness of what’s 
outside of ourselves, the significance of 
everyday life, and how that can remind 
us that there’s more than just me.

“I think that my photographic work is 
very much about recognizing when this 
sense of self prevents me from realizing 

the present moment and the extraordi-
nary nature of it,” she continues. “And 
also how that ‘me’ can disappear and 
I become a part of everything around 
me. My work is about the presence or 
absence of that sense of self and how 
both of those states influence our per-
ception. 

“That’s what I’m trying to recognize 
in every moment, whether I’m photo-
graphing or not. That is my Buddhist 
practice.”

At Sewanee, Cummings says, many 
faculty members have encouraged, mo-
tivated, and challenged her. “The faculty 
has been the reason that Sewanee has 
meant so much to me,” she says. “Pradip 
[Malde, professor of art,] in particular. 
he taught me how to see. I’ve adopted 
a new sight since I came here. I’ve had 
other teachers who inspired me as teach-
ers. Pradip inspires me as a seer. The way 
he sees is very true and very clear.”

Cummings also cites Sid Brown, 
assistant professor of religion and a prac-
ticing Buddhist herself, as an important 
mentor. In addition, she took several 
geology courses from Professor Bran 
Potter and says that she applied for the 
Watson Fellowship because of Potter’s 
encouragement. 

Her teachers say that Cummings 
has motivated and encouraged them 
as well.

“When you see somebody who has a 
continuing interest in your discipline 
but really is gifted in another discipline 
and brings that into your class, that’s fun 
to experience as a teacher,” Potter says.

“What strikes me all the time is 
what everybody says about Kate,” says 
Malde. “Kate ratchets the situation up, 
no matter what it is, whether it’s fun 
and laughter or serious stuff. She adds 
substance to the situation. That’s very 
memorable, very inspiring. It’s what 
every teacher lives for.” 

Cummings receives Watson Fellowship to study Buddhism abroad

Precipitation II, part of Cummings’ senior art 
show, destabilizes the viewer’s sense of self 
by excluding spatial and temporal reference 
points. 
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Tom Watson

After shooting footage in 
Holland and italy, MCA 
recording artist Jedd Hughes 
completed his music video 
“High Lonesome” at sewanee. 
With Justyna Kelley, C’07, cast 
in the love interest role, the 
video was filmed at the newly 
restored Victorian cottage next 
to Hunter Hall on University 
Avenue, the Memorial Cross, 
and Guerry Garth, where 
Hughes staged a concert 
for an enthusiastic group of 
students. the song and video 
were released this summer.

Heitzenrater shifts to Career Services; Watson to retire

This summer, Kim Hatfield Heitzen-
rater, C’89, formerly director of an-
nual giving, takes on a new role at the 

University; and University Librarian Tom 
Watson retires after 28 years of service to 
the University. 

on July 1, heitzenrater assumed 
responsibilities as director of the Office 
of Career Services. Her plans include 
building on existing programs, such as 
Sewanee’s internships and networking 
excursions, and initiating new offerings, 
such as job shadowing opportunities 
during winter break, a network of 
alumni volunteers in key cities, and da-
tabases of students’ career interests and 
post-graduate outcomes. 

She also looks forward to working 
with the new pre-business advising pro-
gram, faculty from all disciplines, and 

Sewanee Rocks

alumni, friends, and parents who would 
be willing to share their career expertise 
with Sewanee students.

“The strategic plan does set a goal of 
increased coordination among Career 
Services, the Associated 
Alumni, and Admission,” 
she adds. “I recognize 
that the relationship 
among the three needs 
to be as strong as pos-
sible.” (See page 22 for 
more about the strategic 
plan.)

Tom Watson, who 
will retire at the end of 
August, came to the Uni-
versity in 1976 to serve as 
university librarian, and 
he subsequently became 
assistant to the vice chancellor and vice 
president for university relations before 
once again being named university  
librarian. 

During his tenure at Sewanee, he at-
tracted enormous monetary, physical, 
and personal resources to the University. 
He provided significant leadership for 
such major relocations as the move of the 
School of Theology’s library to duPont 
Library, the merger of institutions that 
formed St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School, and 

the shift of the School of Theology’s class-
rooms and offices to Hamilton Hall. 

He reorganized the Office of Uni-
versity Relations into a structure that 
remains to this day, and he led the highly 

successful Campaign for 
Sewanee and other fund-
raising initiatives. 

During his first term 
as university librarian, 
Watson made the library 
staff more professional, 
emphasized and person-
ally collected thousands 
of archival materials and 
rare books, and began 
bringing duPont Library 
into the electronic age. 
In his second term, he 
instilled a renewed com-

mitment to service and team-building in 
the library staff, greatly strengthened the 
Friends of the Library community orga-
nization, led the library into a new age 
of electronic research by adding nearly 
200 databases and greatly increasing 
the number of workstations for patrons 
and staff, and made possible the smooth 
integration of the library into the Infor-
mation Technology Services division.

He and his wife, Gail, plan to stay in 
Sewanee.

University Art gallery Schedule
August 20–October 14, 2004 
Creation: Aurora Borealis
ed Carlos, professor of art 
Artist’s talk: Friday, August 27, at 4:30 p.m.

October 21–November 24, 2004 
Works on Paper 1: Three Printmakers
Joseph Winkelman, C’64, (england), 
etchings; sandra swan (Boston), multi-
block woodcuts; Fred Mutebi (Uganda), 
color reduction-cut woodcuts. this is the 
inaugural exhibition of a planned biennial 
series.
reception: Friday, october 22, at 4:30 p.m.

December 3, 2004–February 11, 2005 
installation by Carol LaFayette (Bryan, 
texas) 
Artist’s talk: Friday, December 3,  
at 4:30 p.m.

February 18–April 16 
Color woodcuts and monoprints  
by Keiji shinohara (Japan)

April 24–May 14 
senior art majors exhibition

Not all details were available at press time. 
Call 931.598.1223 for more information or 
check <www.sewanee.edu/Gallery>.



A professor 
from China 

discovers 
her calling 
in Sewanee

By Laura Barlament
Photographs by Steven Harris

Above: Professor Ai Xiaoming is interviewed for 
a documentary about the first Chinese produc-
tion of The Vagina Monologues, produced by 

her and her students.

“I Learned wHat I SHouLd do”
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Jim Peterman, professor of philoso-
phy at Sewanee, first told me about 
Ai Xiaoming. A professor of modern 

Chinese literature at Sun Yat-sen Univer-
sity in Guangzhou, China, she spent the 
1999–2000 academic year in Sewanee, 
with sponsorship from this Univer-
sity and the United Board for Christian 
higher Education in Asia.

That year turned out to be the start 
of a new stage of her life. 

“She soaked up everything she could 
in Sewanee,” said Peterman, “and went 
back to China with a commitment to 
change the way she was teaching and 
the way she was involved in China  
politically.” 

In the past four years, Ai has led a 

protest against the mistreatment of mi-
grant workers in China that became a 
national cause célèbre and brought about 
a change in government policy. She 
started a new program in comparative 
literature and gender studies at her 
university, and got funding to maintain 
a related Web site, the Sex and Gender 
Education Forum, and to host an annual 
conference that brings international 
feminist scholars to Guangzhou. She 
has translated Rose marie Putnam Tong’s 
Feminist Thought and other important 
women’s studies texts into Chinese. 
Last year, she directed the first Chinese-
 language production of Eve Ensler’s The 
Vagina Monologues, a frank exploration 
of women’s sexuality, which she and 
her students translated, adapted, and 
performed. her current projects include 
advocating for a criminal investigation 
into the death of a 20-year-old teacher 
who, Ai believes, was sexually assaulted 
and murdered by her boyfriend. 

When I first queried Ai, via e-mail, 
about what her Sewanee experience 
meant to her, she replied, “It’s a long 
story. I can only explain it in a very short 

sentence: I learned what I should do 
after I got home.” 

her story, as I discovered, is indeed 
multifaceted and complex; in fact, she 
has published a book-length memoir 
about her Sewanee experiences. But 
her terse encapsulation also reveals the 
essence of what she found here: a moral 
vision, a sense of duty — something that, 
in a place like Sewanee, one might des-
ignate as a calling. 

After weeks of trying to reach Ai by 
phone, I finally connected with her at 
about 9 a.m. on a Tuesday in Guang-
zhou. She was preparing to leave later 
that day to travel to Shanghai, where 
she was scheduled to give a talk about 

feminist perspectives on the advertis-
ing industry and to shoot footage for a 
documentary about her production of 
The Vagina Monologues. 

What was your life like before you 
came to Sewanee? I asked. “It was like 
that of any scholar, but not like a feminist 
scholar,” she replied. “I was interested 
in women’s issues, but I was not familiar 
with feminist criticism. There was a gap 
between what I would like to do and 
what I had in my training. I just wanted 
to learn.”

In fact, before Ai came to Sewanee in 
the fall of 1999, she was a well-respected 
scholar and teacher of modern Chinese 
literature at Sun Yat-sen University, one 
of China’s top institutions of higher 
education. Her dissertation, earned at 
Beijing Normal University in 1988, won 
a prestigious national award, and she 
had published several books of literary 
scholarship and even a novel. 

Yet under the surface of this suc-
cessful life bubbled indications of the 
passions that have blossomed since her 
return from Sewanee. 

Her scholarly interests comprised 

literature not only from mainland China 
but also from Hong Kong, where she 
spent time doing research after finish-
ing her doctoral studies. That was “the 
first time I left mainland China and 
saw the outside world,” she said. “I was 
so surprised by the prosperity in Hong 
Kong and the freedom intellectuals 
could enjoy [there].” Today, she speaks 
English with a crisp precision and a 
slightly British accent, perhaps cultivated 
during that time.

She was also interested in women’s 
writings. When she came to Sewanee, 
she said, “I wandered into the library 
my first semester and could not get my 
way out from so many books around 
women’s studies. So I took the course 

[Introduction to Women’s Studies]. It 
was a turning point in my life.”

The class, taught by Julie Berebitsky, 
associate professor of history, hit Ai 
as a personal revelation, a new way to 
interpret her life. “It was the first time 
I looked back on my experience as a 
woman. I tended to ignore my experi-
ence as a woman before Sewanee,” she 
said. “When I was sitting among those 
students, I envied them. Those students 
were in their 20s. They were so lucky. 
They were learning all the things they 
needed to know so then they can have 
strategies when they confront preju-
dice and oppression in society. I was 
not taught this. I experienced all the 
conflicts — as a professor, as a mother, 
as a daughter, as a wife — as a Chinese 
woman. 

“I felt as …” — she paused, searching 
for the right words — “somebody who 
was wronged. I didn’t have access to 
knowledge.”

Although Ai admits that she didn’t 
speak up much in class, Berebitsky noted 
her engagement. “Professor Ai read 
voraciously, especially works in feminist 

“She soaked up everything she could in Sewanee.”
jim peterman
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literary theory,” Berebitsky told me. “The 
scholarship she read here and the ideas 
she encountered prompted her to ask 
new questions of the literary works she 
had studied before. Though it sounds 
like a cliché, this perspective opened up 
a whole new intellectual world for her 
and allowed her to explore issues about 
which she deeply cared.”

Yet Ai’s Sewanee experience encom-
passed much more than academics. “In 
many ways she got as much out of the 
nonacademic Sewanee community as 
she did from the academic Sewanee 
community,” said Peterman. “It was as 
transformative and just as important as 
the academic work.”

In particular, Ai’s friendship with Dag-
mar Gundersen, a Sewanee resident who 
teaches English as a Second Language 
(ESL) in local prisons, changed her 
perspective and inspired in her a new 
ethical and moral vision. 

Gundersen likes to quote Jim Peter-
man to describe her relationship with 
Ai: “here this innocent Chinese woman 
meets this Berkeley radical!” An anthro-
pologist by training, Gundersen and her 
husband, John, moved to Sewanee about 
five years ago from California. Gunder-
sen was teaching ESL in the county jail 
in Manchester to a class that consisted 
largely of Mexicans. One member, how-
ever, was a young man from China. 

Jeff, as he was known, was 27 years old 
and had been smuggled into the U.S. at 
age 15 to work in a Chinese restaurant. 
He had been recruited into a gang and 
jailed for robbery. In the Manchester jail, 
he was considered antisocial and hostile 
and kept in shackles. Having been con-
fined to Chinese underground society, 
he spoke no English.

After finding out about Ai from 
Sewanee friends, Gundersen asked her 

if she would come to the jail with her 
and talk to Jeff. Ai agreed. 

During their first trip to the jail, 
Gundersen said, “Xiaoming had a very 
negative attitude and kept calling them 
‘criminals.’ I called them ‘prisoners,’ 
and Xiaoming was very interested in this 
concept, using a neutral term for these 
people instead of seeing them as bad 
people, worthless people.” 

As soon as Ai and Jeff met, Gunder-
sen said, they began talking “a mile a 
minute” in Chinese, a conversation that 
continued for several hours. 

Both Ai’s and Jeff’s attitudes were 
transformed through this encounter. At 
Gundersen and Ai’s next visit to the jail, 
Jeff was out of his shackles. Ai spent the 

next nine months going with Gundersen 
to the weekly ESL classes and befriend-
ing the inmates. In fact, Gundersen said, 
Ai became the main attraction whenever 
she visited. All the students from the ESL 
and GED classes would gather around 
her table, listening to her conversations, 
particularly those with a prisoner who, 
while serving a life sentence for murder, 
had discovered a passionate Christian 
faith. Ai was in her element, Gundersen 
said: teaching and learning.

“I love mixing people of different 
ethnicities and having them all speak 
English together,” Gundersen said. “It’s 
just so humanizing to recognize the in-
dividuality of someone from a different 
culture.” 

For her part, Ai took away great inspi-
ration from Gundersen. “Dagmar said 
one sentence that impressed me very 
much,” Ai said, noting an occasion when 
she went with Gundersen to a public 
meeting about water quality issues in 
Sewanee. “I asked if they would really 
listen to her [complaint]. Dagmar said, 
‘No matter if they listen or not. We just 

do what we should.’
“That’s so important for me,” she con-

tinued. “Because as Chinese, sometimes 
we are quite practical. When you do an 
action, you judge whether you will win.” 
Watching and participating in Dagmar’s 
work, however, changed her mind about 
the power of pursuing what one believes 
in. “If you look at whether you will win or 
how other people will think about you, 
you disempower yourself,” she said. “If 
you teach yourself that you are in danger, 
you will be. If you challenge yourself, you 
enlarge your domain of possibility.”

Sewanee not only offered Ai this new 
sense of moral imperative, but also the 
mental and physical space to soak it in, 
she said. 

“Sewanee is a beautiful place, a heav-
enly place. The first time I saw Sewanee 
I couldn’t believe it was part of the same 
world [as China]. It was so peaceful. I 
think my soul was nurtured by staying in 
Sewanee that year. … I had time to think 
about my life and what I should do, what 
are the most important things in life and 
what I should do when I got back.” 

Upon Ai’s return to China, she con-
tinued reading, studying, and reflecting 
upon what she had learned and how she 
could incorporate it into her scholarship 
and teaching. She took her first step by 
organizing a forum at her university at 
which she challenged advertising agen-
cies about their portrayal of women. She 
then launched an educational campaign 
about women’s body image and held a 
campus workshop on feminism. 

But her “most exciting and most valu-
able action,” she said, was her work last 
year on the case of Sun Zhigang, a 27-
year-old migrant worker who was jailed 
by the Guangzhou police for not having 
a residency permit and was beaten to 
death in police custody. 

She read about Sun’s death in the 

“Here this innocent Chinese woman meets this Berkeley radical!” 
Dagmar gunDersen
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Southern Metropolitan Daily newspaper, 
which is known for breaking stories that 
have embarrassed and angered govern-
ment officials. Her statement of protest 
against this killing and the legal context 
that made it possible was published 
widely on the Internet. A nationwide 
protest ensued, as many other Chinese 
people revealed that they knew of similar 
cases of abuse. In June 2003, the central 
government responded by abolishing 
the detention of migrant workers. 

“This event has been widespread 
in the Internet, where people shared 
their painful stories and showed great 
solidarity for human rights,” she said. 
“It opened my mind and set a new goal 
for my work.”

Through a Web site devoted to Sun 
Zhigang, she learned about the death of 
huang Jing, who was found dead in her 
dorm room one morning after a date 
the previous night with her boyfriend. 
Local police examiners declared it a 
case of natural death, dismissing signs of 
sexual assault. “on the first glance, I un-
derstood it as a date rape case,” Ai said. 
“But there’s no such idea about date 
rape among the people or the police. So 
when they came to the crime scene, they 
thought it was a natural death.” 

Ai took on the case, raising money 
to have Huang’s body preserved and 
autopsied by a forensic pathologist 
from the university. She has written 
prolifically about the case, pointing 
out inconsistencies in the investigation 
and using the case as an opportunity to 
convey a feminist perspective on legal 
definitions of rape, sexual harassment, 
and sexual assault. Now she is looking 
for funds to hire Beijing lawyers to take 
on the case. 

Also over the past year, Ai and her stu-
dents staged the first Chinese-language 
production of The Vagina Monologues in a 

small theatre in Guangzhou. The play is 
based on interviews that American play-
wright Eve Ensler conducted with more 
than 200 women about their sexual ex-
periences. It reveals cultural stereotypes 
and taboos as well as some harrowing 
stories of sexual abuse — all with the 
purpose of eliminating the shame and 
embarrassment many women associate 
with their sexuality. 

Some of Ai’s students — including 
Qianting Ke, who spent the past year 
teaching at Sewanee — contributed 
their own scenes that reflect Chinese 
women’s experience. 

Ai draws her students into all of her 
campaigns. She wants them — especially 
the young women — to be equipped and 
educated in a way that she felt she was 
denied as a young person. “Then they 
can have powerful ideas to deal with the 
conflicts they will confront,” she said. 

Ai’s students admit that the workload 
is heavy, but it is her demanding and 
challenging nature that also attracts 
them to her as a teacher and mentor. 

“Xiaoming is demanding for us, but 
also for herself,” said Ke. “The social 

work takes a lot of time — it takes a lot 
of our study time. But we have to meet 
this kind of situation. It’s not our job, but 
we have to do it.” 

Students like Ke have caught Xiao-
ming’s passion for serving and changing 
their society. “As a scholar, you study and 
learn something,” Ke said. “But that is 
not enough. We learn scholarly theories, 
but outside [of the academy], you meet 
society every day — your friends, family, 
colleagues. You have to go outside. It’s 
the only way to do this kind of scholar-
ship. … You have to argue. Then you 
know what kind of theories will take root 
in the Chinese context and culture.”

For Ke and other students that have 

come here to teach and study over the 
past few years, Ai said, their Sewanee 
experience “will have a creative power. 
It will make a difference to their teach-
ing, their writing, their personality.” 
Ai’s own story obviously attests to this 
prediction.

“I would like to take the chance to 
say thank you to the people in Sewanee 
whom I met,” Ai told me. “I was invited 
into their houses, invited to their events 
and programs. They changed my life. 
It’s incredible. Because I was a stranger, 
a foreigner, in the Sewanee community, 
and they gave me such friendship and 
support.”

In those words, I couldn’t help 
hearing an echo of words that Jesus of 
Nazareth spoke long ago to those people 
who strive to be his followers: “I was a 
stranger, and you took me in” (Matthew 
25:35). 

No wonder that when Ai reflected 
on the changes in her life over the past 
four years, she said, “I think God made 
it. I was blessed. I didn’t predict my life 
would have such a chance when I left 
Sewanee.” n 

“If you challenge yourself, you enlarge your domain of possibility.”
ai xiaoming
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Lecturing about Japanese aes-
thetics to the 18 students in the 
course Introduction to Asian 

Studies, instructor Junko oba gestures 
frequently, as if using body language 
helps her express concepts that are so 
foreign to Western minds. Her gestures 
also draw attention to the small white 
picks on the tips of her right-hand fin-
gers. Made of ivory and rice paper, they 
look like reversed fingernails 

“Taking your mind to a state of emp-
tiness is such an important concept in 
Japanese philosophy, inspired by Zen,” 
she begins. “Expressing a state of noth-
ingness is an important theme.”

Immediately, she cites examples: a 
picture displaying a black dot in a field of 
white. A poem of three simple lines: “An 

old pond. / A frog jumps in. / Splash.” 
And the music of the Japanese koto. 

Long and thin, slightly curved, with a 
backbone of movable bridges on which 
rest the strings that span its length, the 
koto has the shape of a dragon, symbol 
of the emperor, she explains. Both in 
shape and in musical style, the koto em-
bodies the Japanese aesthetic principles 
of simplicity and subtlety. In contrast 
to Western music, based on complex 
tonal structures, Japanese compositions 
“use minimum structure to express 
maximum meaning,” she says. “Music 
is not just for playing the notes, but for 
playing the spaces. You lay out the notes 
so the spaces are beautifully … empty,” 
she continues. 

She sits at the instrument to demon-
strate, using the picks to pluck and strum 
and her other hand to bend the strings, 
producing a spare, haunting melody. 

Since the late 1990s, the study of Asia 
— its economics, religions, philosophies, 
cultures, politics, and history — has 
steadily gathered strength at Sewanee. 

Scott Wilson, associate professor of 
political science and chair of the Asian 

studies program, notes that when he 
began teaching at Sewanee 10 years ago, 
the University offered only two or three 
Asian studies classes per semester; now, 
it offers eight or nine, plus language 
courses in Chinese and Japanese. 

The 1990s saw a gradual accumula-
tion of faculty who specialize in Asian 
studies, new study-abroad programs in 
Asia, and additional funds devoted to 
this area: 
• Two new faculty members who spe-
cialize in Asian studies were hired: Mae 
Wallace, anthropology, in 1996; and Sid 
Brown, religion, in 1999. 
• Clayton Lee Burwell, C’32, a former 
Rhodes Scholar, established a scholar-
ship fund for students in Asian studies 
in 1996. 

• Yasmeen Mohiuddin, Ralph Owen 
Professor of Economics, began the 
annual Sewanee Summer in China pro-
gram in 1999. 

In fall 2001, Sewanee began offering a 
major in Asian studies and also received 
over $1 million in grant money from 
the Luce and Freeman foundations to 
support Asian studies. 

With the Freeman grant, the Uni-
versity established the Freeman Center 
for Asian Studies and hired its director, 
Junko oba, who teaches music courses 
as well as Introduction to Asian Studies. 
This summer the University offered 
the second year of the FACES summer 
program, which introduces high school 
students to the study of Asia. Junko 
Oba’s husband, Mitsutoshi Oba, also 
joined the faculty as a visiting assistant 
professor to offer art history and Japa-
nese language courses. 

The grant from the Luce Fund 
for Asian Studies is making possible 
Sewanee’s first full-time, tenure-track 
professor of Asian studies. Jiwei Xiao, 
who is finishing her Ph.D. at Rutgers, will 
offer coursework in Chinese language 
and literature starting in the fall.

From Confucius to the Koto 

instructor Junko oba demonstrates the koto in 
introduction to Asian studies. 

Asian Studies 
Program offers 

broad array 
of perspectives

BY LAURA BARLAMENT
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Coincidentally, Sewanee’s new dean 
of the college, Rita Smith Kipp, is a na-
tional leader in Asian studies. She has 
published prolifically about Indonesia, 
in particular, and serves on the editorial 
board of the journal Education about Asia, 
among other activities related to Asian 
studies. 

Next semester, says Wilson, Sewanee’s 
Asian studies curriculum will stretch in a 
new direction: the Asian diaspora. “our 
faculty has a strong concentration in 
Southeast Asia and competence in South 
Asia, so we have included the Indian sub-
continent, Southeast Asia, and East Asia 
in our program,” he says. “In the fall, we 
are going to offer a new course, Asian 
American Experiences, our first course 
on Asian diasporic experiences.”

What draws Sewanee students and 
faculty to the study of Asia? Many tell of 
a personal journey of pure fascination 
with cultures so rich and so different 
from their own, yet somehow also ful-
filling needs and wishes they had never 
been able to articulate. 

For Scott Wilson, for instance, the 
journey started during his first semester 
as an undergraduate at Oberlin Col-
lege, when he took a political science 
class that focused on Asia. Wilson was in 
the first wave of Americans to study in 
China, spending a semester at Nanjing 
University in 1985. Fluent in Chinese, he 
continued to travel to China throughout 
the 1990s, observing the country as it 
increasingly opened itself to the West. 
In 2000, he spent a year in Shanghai 
with his family to study how Japanese 
and American corporations are faring 
in the Chinese environment. 

Professor James Peterman, on the 
other hand, came to Asian studies later 
in his career. His specialty is 19th- and 
20th-century Western philosophy, es-
pecially Wittgenstein. About six years 
ago, however, he took a National En-
dowment for the Humanities summer 
course about Chinese philosophy and 
religion. 

“It became clear to me that the Con-
fucian tradition was what I had been 
looking for [as a personal philosophy]. 

I consider myself the last remaining 
Confucian in Tennessee,” he says, laugh-
ing. Peterman first traveled to China in 
1999 and has been back to China every 
summer since then to study modern and 
classical Chinese. He also received a grant 
to take four students to China during the 
summer of 2002 to study the role of Con-
fucianism in contemporary China. 

While Wilson and Peterman focus on 
contemporary Asia, Harold Goldberg, 
professor of history, brings an equal 
enthusiasm to presenting its rich history 
to students. 

“The history of East Asia — China and 
Japan — is so interesting and so fascinat-
ing,” Goldberg says. “All my students 
have heard of the Roman Empire, but 
they haven’t heard of the han Empire, 
which was at the same time and was 
even bigger than the Roman Empire. 
Whether or not China becomes a world 
power, we need to know what China 
has been.” 

The professors’ enthusiasm has an 
infectious effect on students as well. 

Asian studies major and Burwell 
Scholar Clay Nichols, C’04, says that 
he was taken by surprise by the depth 
of his fascination with Asian politics, 
even though he had already studied 

the Chinese language and traveled to 
China during high school. He praises 
Sewanee’s program because of the 
professors’ knowledge, dedication to 
teaching, and availability to students. 
And he has taken advantage of every 
opportunity to visit the countries he’s 
studied, spending a semester abroad 
studying in China, a summer serving the 
poor in the Philippines, and his vacation 
time traveling in vietnam, Cambodia, 
and Thailand. 

He says his experiences abroad have 
offered him new perspectives. In Ma-
nila, for instance, where he worked as a 
volunteer with an educational program 
for poor children, the crass contrast 
between wealth and poverty was difficult 
to process. “You can’t enjoy a decadent 
weekend at Sewanee in the same way 
after seeing Manila,” he says. “It’s a place 
I never want to go back to, but somehow 
I know I will.” 

Describing the rituals, costumes, and 
customs of the Tibetans that he observed 
as they completed months-long pilgrim-
ages in Lhasa, he says, “That’s why I’m 
glad I’m an Asian studies major. I like 
seeing all this stuff. It’s like watching a 
National Geographic Special every time 
you’re over there.” n

asian Studies: Some recent Faculty activities
Sid Brown (religion) published Even against the Wind, a biography of a thai Buddhist nun, in 
2001; she is now working on a book project about a thai community in Arizona.
Harold Goldberg (history) is completing a book about the 1944 Battle of saipan. During his 
research, he interviewed 160 Marine and Army veterans of the battle. this summer, he traveled 
to France and saipan to attend the 60th anniversary commemorations of the D-Day landings 
and of the invasion of saipan. 
Yasmeen Mohiuddin (economics) has been a United Nations consultant in China since 1989. 
During her annual summer program, she takes students to China or Bangladesh, where they 
meet with leaders from the government, the U.N., and nongovernmental organizations and get 
hands-on experience with U.N.-style consulting work.
Junko Oba (music) has recently published on the social role of Japanese war songs.
Mitsutoshi Oba (art history) does research on japonisme — i.e., Japan’s influence — in American 
Victorian art. 
Richard O’Connor (anthropology) spent 1999–2000 at the Center for southeast Asian studies 
at Kyoto University in Japan, researching nationalism in southeast Asia.
James Peterman (philosophy) received a grant from AsiANetwork in 2002 to collaborate with 
four students in a study of Confucian values in contemporary China. 
Mae Wallace (anthropology) received a Fulbright Fellowship in 2002 to study the thai educational 
system; her results were published this year in the International Education Journal. 
Scott Wilson (political science) studies business practices in China and Japan. 



Ecce Quam Bonum
Reforms and renewed responsibility strengthen Sewanee’s historic Greek system

The days leading up to Saturday, January 31, 2004, had been less than 

glorious. On Thursday, the famous Sewanee fog set in. On Friday, the 

sun stayed behind a gray blanket of storm clouds. Which led me to 

wonder who orchestrated the immaculate weather on a Saturday that 

70 percent of the student body considers holy: Shake Day, when new 

members are welcomed into Sewanee’s fraternities and sororities.

By Drew Phillips, C’06

Photographs by Lyn Hutchinson
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I sat with two of my fraternity broth-
ers on the rocking chairs in front of 
Tuckaway, soaking up the sunlight 

scarce seen in the two weeks after winter 
break. It was only a little past two. A little 
Sewanee dog was sniffing around a bush. 
Campus was extremely quiet. 

But no doubt, while my friends and I 
were enjoying the calm before the storm, 
there were freshman checking their e-
mail, trying to read a book, wondering 
what they’d gotten themselves into, wait-
ing for a knock on the door.

Renovating the System
Having been at Sewanee for only two 

years, it’s difficult for me to imagine 
the conditions on the Mountain which 
led former Associated Alumni President 
Thomas Rue, C’68, to remark, “the 
 fraternity-sorority system desperately 
needs an overhaul” (Sewanee, Winter 
1998).  

Eric hartman, assistant dean of stu-
dents for campus life, was more than 
happy to describe the state of Sewanee’s 
fraternity houses back in ’98. A few were 
nearly dilapidated, according to Hart-
man, some without working plumbing. 
Renovation of the houses required the 
donation of over one million dollars 
from alumni. 

“Serious renovations required serious 
dollars,” Hartman said.

Rebuilding the houses themselves 
was a concrete representation of larger 
reforms that Sewanee’s Greek system 

needed. 
You can’t be a student at Sewanee 

without hearing the stories about old 
Shake Days, when fights frequently 
broke out between fraternities. Some of 
these were good natured, and some not. 
Most began with a simple prank, which 
erupted into a brawl. 

Chris McNulty, C’04, former presi-
dent of Alpha Tau omega and 2003–04 
convenor of the Interfraternity Council, 
described the situation of years past. 
While most rivalries between groups 
were harmless, he said, some were get-
ting out of hand. “People were stealing 
really expensive things from the houses 

as a joke. But it wasn’t funny.”
While Sewanee has made a great ef-

fort to reform its Greek life system, other 
schools have not been so eager to invest 
the amount of energy required to fix 
something they considered broken from 
the beginning.

Williams College, Bowdoin College, 
Colby College, and Alfred University 
in New York have all eliminated their 
Greek systems. And only three of the top 
ten liberal arts colleges — Swarthmore, 
Davidson, and Pomona — still have fra-
ternities or sororities on campus. 

Other large universities report 
slipping membership because of the 
negative stereotypes of low grades and 
binge drinking that Greek life has been 
known by in recent decades. 

What makes Sewanee any different? 
Compromise and reconciliation.

Cutting a Deal
“We made it very clear,” hartman said, 
“to all frats and sororities that if they 
wanted to keep Shake Day, they’d have to 
rise to the challenge. Get rid of the three 
v’s: vandalism, violence, and vomit.”

But the problems with Shake Day 
were only a few on the University’s list 
of reforms. The idea of a “frat house,” as 
a place destined to be always dirty and 
always run down had to change.

House destruction carried reper-
cussions. “Any time a member broke 
something in our house,” McNulty said, 
“his parents got a bill in the mail.” 

House corporations, elected groups 

of fraternity alumni, also were put in 
place to monitor the well-being of their 
fraternity’s house and the fraternity in 
general. 

“It helps out, from an officer’s stand-
point,” said former Lambda Chi Alpha 
president Jason Jones, C’05. “When 
hiring a contractor, you need to know 
what to ask them, how to shop around, 
what exactly to tell them. The house 
corp members really serve as mentors; 
they bridge the gap between alumni 
and actives.”

In the fall of 2004, sororities will have 
a similar system when they move into 
their own individual houses. Currently, 
Sewanee’s seven sororities share four 
houses.

“People are going to see us become 
more independent,” Katie Henderson, 
C’04, 2003–04 convenor of the Inter-
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sorority Council and member of Theta 
Kappa Phi, said of the move. “We won’t 
have to rely on other organizations 
to host our events. This is a huge step 
forward.” 

According to Henderson, sororities 
have long been planning and saving 
toward the goal of having their own 
houses. “We’ve been taking $50 from 
each person’s dues for upkeep and 
utilities,” henderson said. “There was no 
question that this would happen.”

Henderson added that the soror-
ity houses would provide centralized 
meeting locations, which would make 

leadership positions more desirable. 
“We won’t have to meet in classrooms 
anymore,” she said. 

“I think this will be a great oppor-
tunity for the sororities to develop an 
identity,” said Katie Steele, Sewanee’s 
director of residential life. 

“The challenge I would make to the 
women is to find a way to form commu-
nity, and foster a sense that they belong 
to an entire Greek system and not just 
one organization.” 

With about eight women per house, 
the sorority houses will be home to more 
residents than fraternity houses, which 
house only two or three. But compared 
to other universities, where hundreds 
of students live in fraternity or soror-
ity housing, the number of Sewanee 
students living in sorority and fraternity 
houses is still small.

The intermingling of students from all 

Greek organizations in the dormitories 
is just one way Sewanee Greek life ap-
proaches the ideal Steele mentioned.

Positive Results
Admittedly, house damage and other 
typical Greek life problems persist. But 
overall, “the system is much healthier: 
in terms of numbers, productivity, and 
meaningful community service,” said 
Hartman. 

The University requires each soror-
ity to raise at least $1,000 in charitable 
funds per year and to host two charity-
oriented events with 75 percent member 
participation. Similarly, each fraternity is 

required to raise $1,000 every year for 
charity and host at least one community 
service event. 

But members of Sewanee’s Greek life 
always creatively exceed these require-
ments. Henderson mentioned that her 
sorority and the Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity teamed up to organize an all-
day music festival to raise money for the 
Sewanee Community Center, and the 
Interfraternity and Intersorority councils 
sponsored a pig roast to raise money to-
ward the South Cumberland Land Trust’s 
goal of purchasing Shakerag Hollow. 

“We want to show the administration 
that we’re not the stereotype of Greek 
life,” Henderson said. 

Some attribute the strength of Se-
wanee’s Greek system to its policy of 
allowing freshman to rush only after 
their first semester. In the spring of 2004, 
more freshman went through rush than 

ever in the history of the University.
“At other colleges you don’t know 

what you’re getting into,” said Campbell 
Wright, C’06, a member of Phi Delta 
Theta. “At Sewanee, you’re solidifying 
friendships.”

I remember coming to Sewanee ab-
solutely certain that I would never join a 
fraternity. I changed my mind after a few 
weeks of meeting upperclassman and 
seeing how true to Sewanee’s open-party 
policy everyone was — in other words, 
all Greek social events are open to the 
entire campus, not for members only. 
Independent upperclassman who had 
hung out at fraternity houses since they 

were freshman were welcomed as broth-
ers, despite never having rushed. 

Instead of being elitist social clubs, 
Sewanee’s Greek life organizations 
seemed rather like micro-communities 
existing under the larger community at 
Sewanee. 

Teamwork
At three o’clock on Shake Day, I was in 
the back yard of Lambda Chi Alpha. An 
hour before I was supposed to “shake” 
Kenneth Crockett, C’07, my peaceful 
day seemed like it had come to an end 
as I frantically searched for a fraternity 
jersey for him. Wondering if my friends 
over at the new Phi house were having 
as much trouble as I was finding a shirt 
for their “shakees,” I was on the brink of 
taking off my undershirt and duct taping 
our letters to it. 

The jersey-deficiency happened 
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mainly because of complications we ran 
into with the company who we usually 
hire to make them. Our rush chair had 
been searching for an alternative, with 
little success. 

These types of challenges arise within 
Sewanee fraternities and sororities all 
the time. We’re independent organiza-
tions that rely on the University for a 
slab of land and money from dues at the 
beginning of each semester. Thus, when 
we have a budget crisis — frequently 
encountered on the Mountain — we’re 
the ones responsible for making sure the 
chapter doesn’t sink. 

“Leadership” is cited as something 

Greek life encourages, often without 
any specific examples of what it is to be 
a leader. 

Making fliers and getting the word 
out about parties, meeting community 
service requirements, requesting repairs 
for the house, meeting with Dean Hart-
man — everything down to buying food 
for a dry rush event may be the specific 
responsibility of an officer. But it takes 
the entire organization’s support to 
make sure those things are done well. 

Motivating others to help, getting 
people involved — that’s what makes a 
leader. And with the rigorous academics 
a student faces at Sewanee, members 
with those traits are vital to Greek life.

Sometimes things don’t work as 
planned, as was my case on Shake Day. 
But eventually one of the seniors lent 
me his jersey, and I left for Courts hall, 
having learned another lesson in having 
faith in my brothers. 

Game Face
Outside of Courts, six men, nearly all with 
different Greek letters on their shirts, 
stood shooting the breeze, waiting for the 
head resident, Ms. Katherine Boudreau, 
to unlock the door, which she vowed she 
would not do until exactly 4:30. 

I was mumbling the blurb I was going 
to say to Kenneth — the same words 
that I heard as a freshman — trying to 
find the right emphasis for the last line: 
“Shake my hand and be my brother.”  

A troop of women walked down the 
road leading to Benedict, also a motley 

mix of colors and symbols. We all waved.  
More and more people collected 

outside of the doorway. It was getting 
cold, so Ms. Boudreau let us into the tiny 
hallway leading to the courtyard. The 
cramped situation only made everyone 
more antsy. 

We began shouting everything from 
our fraternities’ creeds to the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Lord’s Prayer. I real-
ized, as another round of cheers erupted 
when Dean Hartman walked in to check 
things out, that we were shouting just to 
make noise. 

At 4:29, the matron approached, key 
in hand. The sound in the hallway was 
deafening. We’re far from perfect, and 
we know it. And perhaps a student above 
us was not as pleased as I was with the 
noise emanating below his feet. 

Yet Shake Day is fundamentally a 
celebration of friendships, old and new. 

New men and women look forward to the 
place they’ll enjoy as fraternity and soror-
ity members, while current members can 
hardly wait to see what the new folks will 
become. The joy is irrepressible. 

When the door opened, we scattered. 
Some students stumbled in the rush up 
the stairway to get to a freshman’s door, 
and others jumped over the tables and 
chairs in the courtyard, all headed the 
same way. 

At Kenneth’s door, there were more 
people than space. I could barely even 
see him. So much for the “shake my 
hand” bit, I thought. 

But as I was standing there, dumbfound-

ed, already giving up, an upperclassman 
from my fraternity came out of nowhere 
and shook Kenneth’s hand. 

In a matter of seconds, he was wear-
ing a jersey, and we were running past 
the short stone walls of the University 
Cemetery toward the house. Another 
new friendship had begun. 

In many ways, Sewanee’s fraternities 
and sororities are not unlike its students. 
During their time here, they have grown, 
changed, learned much about the world 
and themselves. They’re not without 
fault, but with support from their mem-
bers and the larger Sewanee community, 
they keep moving forward, ready for the 
next challenge. n

Drew Phillips, C’06, is an English major and 
Lambda Chi Alpha member from Pawleys 
Island, South Carolina. 
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Prunty, Seiters, 

Michael, and 

Hughes discuss 

what it says  

and what it 

will mean for 

Sewanee’s 

future

OO ver the past year, a committee com-
prising faculty, staff, and students 
worked together to craft a new, fo-

cused strategic plan for the University. 
Outlining ambitious goals for the 

institution during the next seven years, 
the plan calls for Sewanee to be and be 
known as one of the best liberal arts col-
leges anywhere and a superb school of 
theology in service to the broad whole 

of the Episcopal Church; to achieve 
excellence in teaching and learning, 
continuing to build the strength of the 
University’s dedicated faculty and staff; 
and to prepare students extraordinarily 
well for lives of high accomplishment 
and service to others, enabling them 
to achieve their full potential in body, 
mind, and spirit. 

“This plan affirms the best of the 
University’s character and traditions 
and lays the foundation for ever greater 
excellence and strength in service to stu-
dents, the Church, and the world,” said 
Chancellor henry Parsley, C’70. 

The plan outlines focused, integrated, 
and actionable plans for four areas: 

• Attracting and maintaining a strong 
student body, 

• Attracting and sustaining a strong 
faculty, 

• outlining philosophy and strategy 
for the College curriculum, and 

• Providing and maintaining the 
University's resources and infra-
structures. 

robert Hughes
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On May 7, shortly after the plan was 
endorsed by the Board of Regents and 
Board of Trustees, Sewanee magazine sat 
down with the four faculty members who 
chaired the committees working on those 
four areas to talk about the plan’s goals 
and what they will mean for Sewanee’s 
future: Wyatt Prunty, C’69, Carlton 
Professor of English and director of the 
Sewanee Writers’ Conference; Jennifer 

Davis Michael, C’89, associate professor 
of English; Doug Seiters, C’65, professor 
of classical languages and interim dean of 
the college; and Robert Hughes, profes-
sor of systematic theology. 

Here we present an excerpt from that 
discussion; for the full text, visit <www.
sewanee.edu/magazine>.

Why is Sewanee going through the strate-
gic planning process now?

PRUNTY The competitiveness of the 
environment in which Sewanee thrives 
is an ongoing issue. If you look at the 
number of students coming out of high 
school who would be interested in a 
small liberal arts college, that’s a very 
small percentage of those graduating. 
It’s in the neighborhood of four percent. 
And there are a good number of very 
good small liberal arts colleges around 
the country. Competition for good 
students is keen, so part of the strategic 
plan is to make sure that Sewanee makes 
itself known to these people, available 

to them, and that the high standards 
that Sewanee enjoys internally are rec-
ognized externally. 

SEITERS There’s a kind of rhythm to the 
life of the school that calls for renewed 
discussion about planning for a period 
of time. It seems to most people that 
the values put forth in the last strategic 
plan have pretty well run their course, 

and it’s time to talk again about what the  
challenges are at this point in time. 

When did you start the strategic planning 
process?

MICHAEL We started last spring, identi-
fying the areas that we would look at. 
We started out talking about student 
recruitment, retention, and outcomes 
for students. Then we decided we also 
needed to look at the faculty side of it, 
and then at the resources to pay for all of 
those things. The curriculum was added 
as a later piece. 

We also got direction from the 
regents, who on their July retreat last 
year identified a series of questions that 
needed to be asked. Most of those al-
ready fit into the categories that we had 
identified, but the curriculum was one 
that got added in part at their request. 
At that point, we also picked teams that 
would work on each of these areas. 

One of the major focus areas of the plan, 
as you said, is attracting and retaining a 

strong student body. under that category, 
the plan sets some ambitious goals for 
increasing our admission selectivity. Why 
is it important for the university to improve 
in this area? 

PRUNTY My argument is that, first of all, 
Sewanee is truly an excellent college. If 
you look at the DEEP [Documenting 
Effective Educational Practice] study 

and NSSE [National Survey of Student 
Engagement], and if you look at many 
of the categories that U.S. News & World 
Report measures, you’ll see that Sewanee 
ranks much higher than 33rd, which is 
what our overall ranking is right now. 
In one area, in admission, we rank 84th 
out of 100. 

There are two things to say about this 
situation: There is excellence and there 
is perceived excellence. First of all, we 
want the best students because we think 
we’re one of the best colleges. It’s ap-
propriate that we have strong students. 
Second of all, with the influence of U.S. 
News & World Report, and with the addi-
tion of various marketing techniques in 
admissions programs all over the coun-
try, we have to pay attention to that in 
a way that we might not have had to do 
in the past. So selectivity is important in 
terms of our relative standing with the 
competition. 

It seems that maybe the best answer 
is that I’ve taught at a lot of places, and 
I think what we do here for students is 

Jennifer Davis Michael Doug seiters Wyatt Prunty
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as good as what I’ve seen anywhere: at a 
research university like Johns hopkins or 
at another private liberal arts college like 
Washington and Lee or Middlebury. That 
quality should be known to the outside 
world. That’s the most basic answer. 

SEITERS The other thing is that if we’re 
more selective, most of us believe that re-
tention will improve. We won’t lose those 
students because they really want to go 
somewhere else, for one thing, and we 
won’t have students who are going to go 
somewhere else because it’s too difficult 
academically. So stability and retention 
go hand in hand, and those two things 
are connected to selectivity. 

MICHAEL Increasing our selectivity will 
also make the faculty happier, because we 
want to have the best students in our class-
rooms, and we will be able to try things 
out in terms of teaching and research that 
we might not with a lower pool. 

I think it will also help to address 
some of the concerns about student 
life here. One of the points in the plan 
is that if we get students who are not 
only academically able but also students 
who are very much engaged in positive 
extracurricular activities, those are the 
students who stay and have a good ex-
perience here. very often you do see a 
correspondence between the students 
who are toward the top of their class 
and the students who are engaged in 
those activities. 

PRUNTY When we say selectivity, we 
mean academic excellence, but we also 
mean people of a kind of moral and 
intellectual substance, whose social life 
will be built around intellectual interests 
and ethical commitments. 

Sewanee’s affiliation with the episcopal 
Church — what role does that play in  
the plan? 

HUGHES I think the seminary answer is 
that we’re deeply connected, and there’s 
just no way not to be. But for the college, 
what we’ve tried to do in the plan is use 
a language that expresses core ethical 
values that grow out of the Anglican 

tradition. At some places we’ve made it 
very explicit in values like humane learn-
ing, tolerance, reverence for the created 
order, committed service — these kinds 
of core ethical values. So the truth is that 
the whole plan is shot through with [the 
Episcopal heritage]. 

SEITERS The Episcopal Church is com-
patible with and supportive of learning, 
goodness, moral living, ethical values 
that shape a community and make it val-
ued. And that’s the very context — that 
combination of goodness and learning 
— that the Episcopal Church is con-
nected with, and that you see here, and 
that we’d love to get prospective students 
to understand. We’d like students to 
know us as an Episcopal institution in a 
context. Not in the abstract, because that 
doesn’t really provide any understand-
ing of what we are. 

Let’s talk about what the strategic plan 
proposes as to curriculum.

SEITERS This is something that every 
good school does periodically. You want 
to be sure that in your curriculum you’re 
providing the appropriate body of ma-
terial to produce educated individuals. 
And that definition changes, the body of 
information changes. Right now, we’re 
considering the distribution require-
ments, and specifically the discussion 
will continue about what basic content it 
is important for our students to have as a 
body of knowledge, and how that is bal-
anced against learning analytical skills 
and certain outcomes of learning. 

Then the content of the discussion is, 
What is the common body of knowledge 
that our general distribution require-
ments should present? For years, it was 
the Western tradition, and that is still 
the dominant cohesiveness of our pres-
ent curriculum. But over time, without 
discussion, we have seen individual 
departments offer courses as part of the 
distribution requirements that are not 
in conversation with that philosophical 
coherence. So it’s time for us at least to 
come back together and say what it is 
that we want these courses to offer our 

students, and have some sort of test to 
determine whether the courses that are 
being used as core requirements fulfill 
that mission.

Also, we are concerned about locking 
some students into distribution require-
ments that don’t challenge them. We’re 
looking at whether there is some way to 
cut through that, some way to acceler-
ate students into courses that will be 
challenging. 

HUGHES There’s also some interest in 
courses that will appeal to the more 
diverse student body that we want to 
bring in. And then also the plan does 
talk about the pre-business program that 
will appeal to some students we’re not 
currently attracting. 

Another part of the plan is attracting the 
best faculty and retaining those who are 
here. A major focus of that section is com-
pensation. Why is this important?

PRUNTY For the same reason selectivity 
is. You only have to have two things to 
make a college. You have to have a first-
rate faculty, and you need teachable, 
first-rate students. So the most basic 
answer is that those are the two most 
important aspects. 

MICHAEL The reasons for the focus 
on faculty compensation are twofold: 
both practical and moral. For practical 
reasons, as Wyatt said, we need to try to 
continue to hire the best faculty that we 
can. It is going to become difficult to 
do that if our salaries continue to slip 
relative to our peer institutions, as they 
have been doing. 

The moral side is simply that it is a 
blow to faculty morale if their salaries are 
not commensurate with the perceived 
quality of the faculty. We have numerous 
reports that praise the faculty. In our so-
ciety, one way in which you identify what 
is of value to you is by putting a price 
tag on that. You support what is of most 
value, what’s at the heart of the institu-
tion, and it’s got to be the teaching. 

If I could just repeat something I said 
yesterday at the trustees’ meeting, that 
although we talk about faculty issues in 
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one section of the plan, really everything 
is a faculty issue: the quality of our stu-
dents, the curriculum; and likewise the 
faculty issues are student issues as well, 
because the students deserve the best 
faculty they can get. 

The plan proposes a huge leap in the en-
dowment. Why is that necessary?

HUGHES What we’ve proposed in the 
plan is essentially a doubling of the 
endowment over the period of the life 
of the plan. And that means we’re ap-
proaching a number that sounds rather 
large, namely half a billion dollars. 

We came at this in three different 
ways, all of which help answer this ques-
tion. One is that somehow you’ve got to 
pay for all this stuff: the merit scholar-
ships, the faculty compensation money. 
There’s only two places at a college that 
money can come from: endowment or 
tuition. We don’t want to get into the 
position of the tuition-driven schools. To 
pay for the kind of program and qual-
ity that we’re talking about, the tuition 
would rapidly spiral completely out of 
control. We really don’t want to do that. 
That means that endowment requires 
serious attention. 

However, the initial way we came at 
this was a question from the Board of 
Regents: What would it take to raise Se-
wanee’s bond rating by one notch, from 
A+ to AA? We did very careful research 
on this in my subcommittee. And again, 
almost exactly the same things that jump 
out at us from the U.S. News picture jump 
out from the financial ratings: increase 
our selectivity. 

And the other [thing we would need 
to raise the bond rating] is an additional 
$100 million of endowment now. That is 
needed to pay for the quality of the pro-
gram. The financials, as they call them 
— the balance sheet issues, the debt-eq-
uity ratios, all those kinds of things — are 
already at that next level or even better. 
This is an extremely well-managed institu-
tion from that perspective. But to be the 
kind of place we want to be, we would 
need an extra $100 million right now. 

What we’ve done over the life of 

the plan is to figure how can we play 
catch-up with that goal. That’s how we 
eventually arrived at that number of 
$500 million. So we came at it that way, 
from the question the regents asked. 

Then we came at it from the ques-
tion, “Will that [increased endowment] 
pay for the kinds of things we’re talking 
about?” We plotted it out in terms of how 
much we are going to need for financial 
aid, how much we are going to need for 
faculty compensation, and that began to 
look pretty good. 

And the third way we approached it 
was with the question, “Can we construct 
a multi-year budget model that makes 
it look like this might actually work?” 
And it will be a challenge, but it is not 
impossible. 

The point is that we got the same 
answer from three different directions: 
the question of financial quality, or bond 
rating; the question of what kind of 
school we want to be, and what is it going 
to take to pay for that; and the question 
of whether it is possible to structure that 
in a multi-year budget projection situa-
tion. And all those things came together 
around the number of $500 million. 

In order to get to that endowment 
goal, we proposed turning around the 
ratio that Sewanee has usually used in 
terms of what it does with resources 
that it’s given. Historically, we’ve spent 
about two thirds of monies received on 
buildings, and one third on endowment. 
We’re recommending that allocation 
move toward the opposite.

Lastly, how do you envision readers becom-
ing involved in the strategic plan?

SEITERS It would be wonderful to get 
financial support that would allow us to 
further the good things that we do, but 
the alumni can help us on virtually every 
front, such as selectivity.

HUGHES One of the things we are pro-
posing is a much closer synergy among 
admission, alumni, and career services. 
With our new director of career services 
[Kim heitzenrater, C’89], we expect that 
to be a very professional operation, serv-
ing our new alumni very effectively and 

for much longer period of time after 
graduation. We want to use our alumni 
in career services, as mentors who can 
help our graduates network and find the 
kinds of positions they want. 

The other major piece is that we want 
the alumni to help us with the selectivity 
issue by involving them at a much earlier 
stage in the admission process. Right 
now they help us mostly with yield, by 
calling students who’ve been admitted. 
But we have not been as aggressive as we 
might be in training our most interested 
alums to be recruiters and interviewers 
at the local level. 

PRUNTY Another thing I want to go back 
to is we’re financially very sound. On the 
one hand, we’re appealing for money be-
cause we need the money and it will make 
a big difference. The flip side of that is 
that we are not taking the risks some of 
our competition is taking. Sewanee’s 
bond rating is already pretty high. 

So Sewanee is a good investment, if 
you believe in private education as a 
way of maintaining the diversity of our 
culture and a way of maintaining various 
values. Sewanee represents a collection 
of values. If you believe in that, as op-
posed to the somewhat homogenized 
character of the state universities, which 
tend to crowd people through ... If you 
believe in the small-scale thing, which 
shouts the value of the individual, plus 
the various cultural values that Sewanee 
embodies, … private liberal-arts educa-
tion is really important to the variety 
and the stability and the ability to think 
differently and have discourse in our 
culture.  n

“Alumni can 
help us on 
virtually 
every 
front.”
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If you have seen Julie Berebitsky, associ-
ate professor of history, on campus dur-
ing the past year with her nose buried 
in a Harlequin romance, you might have 
assumed that she was using her sabbati-
cal year as an opportunity to do a little 
light entertainment reading. 

It would be an understandable as-
sumption, but not a correct one.

Harlequin novels about workplace ro-
mances are one of the forms of popular 
culture that Berebitsky has been study-
ing as part of her book project, to be 
published by Yale University Press and 
tentatively titled Sex, Romance, and Sexual 
Coercion in the White-Collar Office, 1861 to 
the Present. 

Although this topic is quite different 
from that of her first book, Like Our Very 
Own: Adoption and the Changing Culture 
of Motherhood, 1851-1950 (2000), she has 
been thinking about the idea for some 
years. As a graduate student researching 
the writings of the 19th-century landscape 
architect Frederick Law Olmsted, she ran 
across newspaper accounts of men who 
were imprisoned and fined for making 
harassing comments to women walking 
by them on the street. 

“It was the 19th-century version of 
‘Hey, baby, you look hot. Wanna get to-
gether later?’” Berebitsky says. Surprised 
that such catcalling was considered a 

crime at that time, she started to wonder 
about the history of “sexual harassment” 
before that term came into existence 
in 1975.

But before she could get at what 
constituted improper sexual conduct, 
she needed to find out how the culture 
defined acceptable behavior. Women’s 
entrée into the white-collar workplace in 
the late 19th century gave rise to a great 
quantity of popular treatments of office 

romance — from early-20th-century 
postcards picturing secretaries on their 
bosses’ laps to 1930s B-movies such as 
Wife vs. Secretary (with Jean harlow, “hol-
lywood’s Original Blond Bombshell”) to 
mid-century soft porn pulp fiction about 
boss-secretary flings to contemporary 
Harlequin romances. These sources 
help tell the story of people’s expecta-
tions and fantasies about sexual politics 
in the office.

Despite the feminist critiques and the 
legal ramifications of sexual harassment 
since the latter part of the 20th century, 
Berebitsky has found that boss-secretary 
romances continue to flourish in Harle-
quin novels. 

“There are many ways to read these 
texts,” she says. “Many women may 
fantasize that love and romance can 
transcend even vast differences in power, 
or these plots may represent the hope 
that their bosses really aren’t the jerks 
they seem to be.” 

In fact, studies show that as many as 
half of all Americans meet their part-
ner or spouse at work. The continuing 
prevalence of workplace romance makes 
defining sexual harassment a conten-
tious issue. Ultimately, Berebitsky says, 
she hopes that her study will shed new 
light on these debates. 

— Laura Barlament

Berebitsky investigates issues of sex and romance in the workplace

Books
Christopher Hughes Conn, associate 
professor of philosophy: Locke on Essence 
and Identity. Philosophical Studies Series, 
vol. 98, Kluwer Academic Publishers, 
october 2003.
William J. Danaher Jr., assistant profes-
sor of theology and Christian ethics: The 
Trinitarian Ethics of Jonathan Edwards. 
Columbia Series in Reformed Theol-
ogy, Westminster John Knox Press, April 
2004. 
Karl W. Fisher, language laboratory direc-
tor and instructor of Spanish: Spanish: A 
Novel Approach, a brief novel and textbook 

for beginners. The accompanying Web 
page is at <www.calleconsuelo.com>.
Mary Priestley, director of the Bridge 
Program in Math and Science: Sewanee 
Spring Wildflowers: A Key to Some Families 
of the Spring Flora. Sewanee Herbarium, 
University of the South, 2004.

Articles
Robert Bachman (chemistry) published 
articles this year in Inorganica Chemica 
Acta, Molecular Crystals and Liquid Crys-
tals, and The Journal of Cluster Science.
Gregory Clark (art and art history): 

“Le Maître des heures Spitz, un ar-
tiste du cercle des Limbourg,” L’art de 
l’enluminure 8, March–May 2004.
D. Elwood Dunn (political science): 
“Liberia-United States Relations: Shifts 
and Turning Points,” The Pennsylvania 
Geographer 42.1:1-23, Spring/Summer 
2004; and “Preface,” Popular Political 
Culture, Civil Society, and State Crisis in 
Liberia, The Edwin Mellen Press.
William E. Engel (English): “The Decay 
of Memory,” in Forgetting in Early Mod-
ern English Literature and Culture: Lethe’s 
Legacy, Routledge, 2004.
Frank Hart (physics): “‘Solvering’ the 
Physical Pendulum,” The Physics Teacher 



SUMMER 2004 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 27

42:150-3, March 2004; and “An Ana-
lytical Model for the Calculation of the 
Change in Transmembrane Potential 
Produced by an Ultrawideband Electro-
magnetic Pulse,” with Clay E. Easterly, 
Bioelectromagnetics 25:251-259, 2004.
Pamela Macfie (English): “The ovidian 
Underworld in Othello 3.3,” Renaissance 
Papers, 32:45-60, 2002.
Elizabeth “Cassie” Mansfield (art his-
tory): “Painting in the Philosophical 
Brothel,” New Perspectives on the Eighteenth 
Century, Spring 2004; and “Emilia Dilke: 
Self-Fashioning and the Nineteenth 
Century,” Marketing the Author: Author 
Personae, Narrative Selves, and Self-Fashion-
ing, 1880-1930, Macmillan, 2004.
Carmen McEvoy (history): “Mi viaje a 
los Estados Unidos de Norteamerica por 
José Arnaldo Márquez,” Fondo Editorial 
de la Universidad de San Marcos, 2003; 
“Manuel Pardo: Textos fundamentales,” 
Editorial del Congreso de la República, 2004; 
and “La Experiencia Burguesa en el 
Peru,” Editorial Iberoamericana, 2004.
Kathryn Oliver Mills (French): “Rien 
d’Arbitraire: Joseph de Maistre’s Influ-
ence on Baudelaire’s Poetry,” Romance 
Quarterly.  
Donna Murdock (anthropology): “That 
Stubborn ‘Doing Good?’ Question: Ethi-
cal/Epistemological Concerns in the 
Study of NGos,” Ethnos 68.4: 507-532, 
December 2003; and “Neoliberalism, 
Gender, and Development: Institution-
alizing ‘Post-Feminism’ in Medellin, 
Colombia,” Women’s Studies Quarterly 31 
(3 & 4):129-153, Fall/Winter 2003.
William “Mac” Priestley (mathematics 
and computer science), C’62: “Gödel’s 
Incompleteness Theorem” and “Math-
ematics,” with Gaston Swindoll Bruton, En-
cyclopedia of Science and Religion, Macmillan 
Reference USA (Gale Group), 2003.
Celeste Ray (anthropology): “Dynamism 
and Gatekeeping in the Study of Re-
gions: An Anthropological Approach,” 
Regionalism in the Age of Globalism, vol. 
1; and “Kilting the Cavalier: Regional 
Heritage and Hybridity,” Regionalism in 
the Age of Globalism, vol. 2 (both volumes 
by University of Wisconsin Press). 

Mae Wallace (anthropology): “The Thai 
Community Curriculum as a Model for 
Multicultural Education,” with Raynou 
Athamesara, International Education Jour-
nal, 5.1:50-64.

Presentations  
and Seminars
Robert Bachman (chemistry) gave a 
lecture, “Gold Thiolates: New Materi-
als/New Medicines,” at the University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte in January.
D. Elwood Dunn (political science) 
presented “Democratization and the 
Election Problematique: The Liberian 
Experience,” at the African Studies As-
sociation conference in Boston on 
November 2, 2003. he also presented 
“The Effects of War on Children: Libe-
rian Refugee Children” for the Liberian 

Sewanee’s Young Einstein
Culminating a year of hobnobbing with scientists 
at meetings from California to Tennessee, A.J. 
Zucchero, C’04, took a break from educating 
U.S. Congress members about the importance 
of research in undergraduate education to visit 
the Einstein memorial at the National Academy 
of Sciences in Washington, D.C. Zucchero was 
one of 75 students from colleges and universities 
nationwide chosen for the Council on Under-
graduate Research’s Poster Session on Capitol 
hill on April 20. Zucchero’s presentation, en-
titled “Metallogelators: Development of Artificial 
Glutamate-Based Lipids With Lewis-Basic Sites 
and the Synthesis of their Metal Complexes,” 
detailed the results of his joint research with 
Robert Bachman, professor of chemistry. “A.J. 
made tremendous progress over the last year and made several intriguing 
discoveries that we are just now finding time to follow up on,” says Bachman. 
“I expect this work to produce at least two peer-reviewed articles that make a 
real contribution to the emerging field of soft materials.” Zucchero will begin 
graduate studies in chemistry at Georgia Tech in the fall. 

Community of Oakland, California, 
Project of Aid to Refugee Children, on 
November 22, 2003. 
William E. Engel (English) presented 
“Spenser’s ‘Goodly Cabinet,’” at the 
Modern Language Association confer-
ence in San Diego in December 2003; 
and “Shakespeare’s Use of Diana” at the 
meeting of the Renaissance Society of 
America in New York in April 2004. 
Robin Gottfried (economics) led a work-
shop on policy approaches to land, air, 
and water pollution at the Conference 
“Threshold: Sustaining the Land Called 
Tennessee” in Chattanooga in April. He 
also gave a lecture about the economics 
of the southern pine beetle at the spring 
2004 East Texas Forest Entomology 
Seminar. Gottfried and Doug Williams 
(economics) presented a paper on land 
prices on the Cumberland Plateau at the 
Western Economics Association Interna-
tional meeting in vancouver in June. 

Continued on page 28
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key,” in June. She also attended a faculty 
development seminar in Mongolia.
Donna Murdock (anthropology) pre-
sented “A Political Community Re-
sponds to Crisis: NGos and Paramilitary 
in Medellin, Colombia” at the American 
Ethnological Society Annual Meeting in 
Atlanta, Georgia, in April.
Gary Phillips and J. Patrick Kelley 
(religion) participated in a think tank 
keynoted by Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel 
at the Annual Scholars’ Conference on 
the Holocaust and the Churches in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. The conference’s 
30-member panel represented a host 
of nations, including Canada, France, 
Germany, Israel, Russia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States. 
Laurie Ramsey (French) presented 
“Les langues en Alsace,” at the French 
house at Sewanee in october 2003; 
“Language Usage in Alsace/Elsass” at 
the 36th Annual Conference of the 
Tennessee Foreign Language Teaching 
Association in Nashville in November 
2003; and “Mon voyage à la Martinique” 
at Saint Andrew’s-Sewanee School in 
December 2003.
Celeste Ray (anthropology) delivered a 
paper, “Diasporas and heritage Move-
ments,” at the University of Edinburgh 
in November.

Safia Swimelar (political science) and 
political science major Jenni Schneider, 
C’04, received a duPont grant for joint 
research and presented a paper at the In-
ternational Studies Association meeting 
in Montreal, Canada, in March 2004. 
John Willis (history) presented “Teach 
about the South: Exploring the Region’s 
Past in Sewanee” for a panel discussion 
at the annual meeting of the Southern 
historical Association this winter. In 
the spring, he spoke in Nashville at the 
Davidson Academy Lyceum Lecture Se-
ries on “Restoration or Reconstruction?: 
America after the Civil War.” This sum-
mer, Willis is working on his book, Roads 
from Appomattox: The National Origins of 
Southern Reconstruction.

grants and Awards
Nicole Barenbaum (psychology) was 
awarded a National Endowment for 
the Humanities Fellowship for College 
Teachers and Independent Scholars for 
the Easter semester 2004 for her proj-
ect, “Diversifying the Discipline: Jews in 
American Psychology, 1900-1940.” 
Doug Durig (chemistry and physics) 
received a Teaching and Technology 
Award from the Appalachian College As-

British studies symposium  
provokes lively discussion
Pamela Macfie (English), Jennifer Michael (English), and Brown Patterson 
(history) accompanied Sewanee students to the second annual British Studies 
Student Symposium, sponsored by British Studies at Oxford, at Rhodes Col-
lege, February 20 and 21. 

Macfie’s four students — Paul Dominiak, Lacey Johns, Lisa Rest, and Laura 
Turner, all C’05 — gave lively, learned presentations on Shakespeare. Patterson 
proudly listened to his students — Aaron Brown, C’04; Sarah Bush, C’05; Wil-
liam Johnson, C’07; Allison McCue, C’04; and Sarah Shippy, C’04 — as each 
gave a paper on British history in the 15th, 16th, or 17th centuries. 

“The papers given by Sewanee students provoked a good deal of discussion,” 
Patterson said. “To my mind, they demonstrated the strength of our offerings 
in British history and English literature.” From the Associated Colleges of the 
South, 25 students and eight faculty members attended the symposium. 

Adios, Professor Naylor 
Eric Naylor, C’58, 
William R. Kenan 
Professor of Spanish, 
retired this summer. 
He came to Sewanee 
from Union City as 
a freshman in 1954, 
earned his doctorate 
at the University of Wisconsin in Madi-
son, and then returned to the Mountain 
to teach in 1962. His achievements in-
clude collaborating with Manuel Criado 
de val to produce an edition of the Libro 
de Buen Amor, which was chosen to be 
published in a special millennial edition 
of the 100 most important scholarly texts 
of the 20th century in Spain. 

Arthur Knoll (history) gave a presenta-
tion, “Why Middle Easterners hate Us,” 
at the University of Chattanooga as part 
of the symposium “America and the New 
World order” in January. 
Pamela Macfie (English) presented “Al-
lusion and Suppression: All Ovids Elegies, 
the Amores, and the Close of Marlowe’s 
Hero and Leander,” at a meeting of the 
Southeastern Renaissance Society at Duke 
University in April. on May 10, she gave a 
talk, “Making Connections: The Relevance 
of the Liberal Arts,” to the Phi Beta Kappa 
Association of Chattanooga. 
Elizabeth “Cassie” Mansfield (art history) 
gave a lecture, “Art history and the New 
Iconoclasm,” at the College Art Associa-
tion annual conference in Seattle in Feb-
ruary. She chaired the session “Art history 
de Jure” at the same conference.
Deon Miles (chemistry) was invited to 
give a seminar, “Chilly Nanoparticles: Ef-
fects of Temperature Reduction on MPC 
Capacitance and Other Properties,” for 
the chemistry department at George 
Mason University in March. 
Yasmeen Mohiuddin (economics) was 
selected by the Global Partners Turkey 
Task Force to participate in a faculty de-
velopment seminar, “At the Crossroads: 
Politics, Religion, and Culture in Tur-

Continued from page 27
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Faculty bring outside expertise into classrooms
Sewanee students not only enjoy the expertise of the University’s faculty but also 
that of guests to the Mountain. Here’s a few of the speakers who visited Sewanee 
classrooms during the spring semester of 2004:

• Retired Admiral William Studeman, 
C’62, met with students in Professor 
Sam Williamson’s course, Intelli-
gence and Foreign Policy in the 20th 
Century. Studeman is former deputy 
director of the CIA and was named 
by President Bush to the commission 
reviewing U.S. intelligence-gathering 
in Iraq. 

• Congressman Lincoln Davis, who rep-
resents Tennessee’s Fourth District 
in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, spoke to Professor Ken Smith’s 
course, Natural Resource Issues, 
about natural resource issues in the 
Sewanee area. He also shared infor-
mation about his recent visit to Iraq 
and about Medicare. 

• Tony Earley paid a visit to Professor 
Elizabeth Grammer’s English 211 
course, Somehow Form a Family, 
named after an essay collection by 
Earley that students read during the 
semester. Besides that collection, 
Earley has won acclaim for his novel, 
Jim the Boy, which was made into a Hallmark Hall of Fame movie; and his short 
story collection, Here We Are in Paradise.

sociation to produce online astronomy 
and physical science modules. The proj-
ect will be done in collaboration with 
Warren Wilson College and Alice Lloyd 
College. The three schools will share 
Sewanee’s excellent resources of small 
telescopes and CCD cameras that can 
be remotely operated by students at the 
other participating schools and share 
expertise in astronomy and geology. 
Celeste Ray (anthropology) was awarded 
a fellowship at the Institute for Advanced 
Studies in the Humanities at the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, Scotland, for fall 2005. 
She was awarded an Appalachian Colleg-
es Association grant to study holy wells in 
Ireland for a summer project, “Looking 
for the Speckled Salmon: Folk Liturgies 
and healing at Irish holy Wells.” 

Professional Leadership
Peggy Bonds (Spanish) was elected 
president of the Ibero-American Society 
for 18th-Century Studies in March. 
Elizabeth “Cassie” Mansfield is the sec-
retary for the Association of Historians 
of 19th-Century Art. 
Carmen McEvoy (history) was appointed 
2003-2005 chair of the Andean Studies 
Committee of the Latin American Stud-
ies Association. 
Kathryn Oliver Mills (French) was 
elected to the executive board of the 
19th-Century Studies Association. 
Laurie Ramsey (French) was named 
co-director of the Center for Teaching. 
She divides responsibilities with Richard 
O’Connor (anthropology).
Celeste Ray (anthropology) is president 
of the Southern Anthropological Society 
for 2004.

Exhibits
Mae Wallace’s (anthropology) series 
of photographs entitled “offerings” 
were displayed at Stirling’s Gallery in 
Sewanee, April 27 through June 27. 
Taken in Thailand, the photos depicted 
offerings of incense, candles, food, and 
shelter to spirits and the Buddha.

Congressman Lincoln Davis with two environ-
mental policy majors, Megan Hinkle, C’06, and 
Amy robertson, C’04.

Seminary, College, and Church to sponsor series  
on science and religion 
With a grant from the Metanexus Institute on Religion and Science, Sewanee’s 
College of Arts and Sciences and School of Theology will collaborate with the 
Episcopal Province of Sewanee Environmental Ministry over the next three 
years to develop programs that examine the connections and conflicts of sci-
ence and religion.

The University’s ENTREAT (Enter Now the Reflection, Education, Action 
Treatise) group is one of 102 Metanexus-sponsored Local Societies Initiative 
groups in 28 countries. Francis Hart, professor of physics, and Joyce Wilding, 
Province of Sewanee Environmental Ministry leader, will co-chair ENTREAT. 
Robert Hughes, professor of systematic theology, will represent the School of 
Theology. Faculty from the seminary as well as the departments of biology, 
chemistry, economics, and physics will comprise the ENTREAT Core Group. 

William studeman, C’62
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As expected, a fair 
amount of discussion 
this election year con-

cerns the relationship be-
tween religion and politics. 
A recent episode of PBS’s 
Frontline entitled “The Je-
sus Factor,” for example, 
traced how President Bush 
capitalized on his own 
conversion experience 
to cultivate support from 
Evangelicals and develop 
policy programs like his 
faith-based initiatives. And 
in The President of Good and 
Evil, Princeton professor 
Peter Singer analyzes the 
President’s ethics, arguing 
that his views are inspired 
by a faith accessible only to 
the indoctrinated. Demo-
cratic nominee John Kerry, 
a Catholic, does not receive 
the same level of scrutiny, 
or display the same élan, 
for melding the religious 
and political as President 
Bush. All the same, fol-
lowing a long tradition, he 
has preached several po-
litical sermons in African 
American churches, citing 
Scripture to introduce or 
justify his political agenda. 
Furthermore, Kerry has 
come under criticism by Catholic bish-
ops for his stands on abortion and stem-
cell research.

Examining the particular contours 
of the current discussion is not the 
concern of this essay. Nor do I want to 
explore the hotly debated topic of the 
separation of church and state, although 
it is important to note in passing that 
this supposedly liberal principle has its 
roots in Western Christianity. Rather, as 

a professor of Christian ethics, I want 
to describe one aspect of the Christian 
tradition that provides a different per-
spective on the relation between religion 
and politics.

Beginning with Augustine in the 
fourth century A.D., a consistent strand 
of Christian thought has spoken directly 
to political leaders’ responsibilities. This 
teaching calls for leaders to recognize 
that their own human frailties can lead 

them astray. In particular, 
a leader’s enmeshment 
in his own, specific cul-
ture makes him unable to 
make objective judgments 
about the moral virtues of 
the people and state he 
governs. This propensity 
generates an unrealisti-
cally favorable view of the 
state and its citizens — a 
skewed view that inevita-
bly leads to an idolatrous 
attitude toward the state 
and to the denial of the 
inherent limitations of all 
human, political arrange-
ments.  Consequently, 
leaders must be mindful 
of their own sinful propen-
sity to make the state into 
an idol and to construe 
its citizens as paragons of 
virtue.

Augustine develops this 
teaching from his belief 
that God is the ultimate 
judge of all human institu-
tions. Because a good and 
just God created the uni-
verse, no government is 
purely good or purely evil 
— however faint, traces 
of God’s goodness and 
justice are evident in the 
common life of even the 

worst regimes. This teaching does not 
excuse laxity in the face of injustice, but 
rather introduces an absolute point of 
moral criticism that holds even the best 
leaders and societies accountable; even 
they must strive for justice and realize 
their own need for repentance. For this 
reason, Augustine instructed leaders to 
ask God continually for forgiveness and 
to let the virtues of humility and compas-
sion guide their governance.

The Politics of Repentance
Something is missing from Bush’s and Kerry’s religious rhetoric

B y  W I L L I A M  J .  D A N A H E R  J R .
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In the 20th century, the theolo-
gian who offered the most extensive 
commentary on this imperative was 
Union Seminary’s Reinhold Niebuhr, 
particularly in his The Irony of American 
History (1952). Because the United 
States wielded unprecedented power 
while also espousing ideals such as 
liberty and democracy, Niebuhr rea-
soned, our nation’s leaders were greatly 
tempted to idolize the state. He believed 
that they could combat this tendency 
only by recovering the traditional 
Christian teaching on political leader-
ship. Niebuhr decried the pretensions 
of innocence in our nation’s founding 
narratives, both the Jeffersonian vision 
of a country of emancipated humanity 
and the Puritan vision of “a city set on 
a hill.” Both narratives instill an excep-
tionalism that would prove fatal, he said, 
for this exceptionalism conveys the false 
sense of our nation’s disinterestedness 
and virtue, especially in the exercise of 
power abroad. So deceived, our nation 
would inevitably ascribe to an overreach-
ing idealism that tries to break political 
and ideological stalemates by embarking 
on a “preventive wars.” 

According to Niebuhr, the United 
States could avoid this fate only if its 
leaders sloughed off the illusion of ex-
ceptionalism and realized the extent to 
which our exercise of power is far from 
disinterested. To do so required faith in 
a God before whom “the nations are like 
a drop in the bucket and are accounted 
as dust on the scales” (Isaiah 40:15). 
This faith involves an “experience of 
repentance” from our self-deception 
and grandiosity. “Such repentance,” he 
wrote, “is the true source” of the charity 
our world sorely needs. Otherwise, the 
United States would ironically degener-
ate into a country that perpetuates the 
very vices it seeks to remedy.

Niebuhr developed these reflections 
in the midst of the Cold War, but they 
are prescient with regard to our current 
political situation, and particularly with 
regard to our two presidential candi-
dates’ policies on the current war in 

Iraq. President Bush shows his faith 
more publicly, but he appears ignorant 
of the traditional Christian teaching that 
leaders maintain a sense of their own 
limitations out of respect for God. It is 
tempting to ascribe this ignorance to the 
specific brand of Evangelicalism Bush 
adheres to, particularly his apparent 
belief that one could simply apply the 
knowledge of assurance gained through 
conversion to complement the knowl-
edge required for good governance. 

But while most Evangelicals affirm 
the knowledge of assurance, they also 
consider it small in comparison to the 
greater knowledge of our unworthiness 
before God, in whom we live, move, and 
have our being. To forget this greater 
knowledge is to forget the need for 
God’s mercy and the need to engage in 
acts of forgiveness and repentance. 

Prior to 9/11, George Bush an-
nounced that he would represent a 
“humbler” America abroad. Ironically, 
precisely this aspect of the Christian faith 
has been missing from his political vision 
since 9/11. Its absence has only grown 
more pronounced in the past months, 
during which Bush has refused, or has 
been reluctant, to apologize for the lapses 
in security that preceded 9/11, for mis-
leading the American people regarding 
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, and 
for the atrocities committed by Ameri-
can constabulary at Abu Ghraib prison. 
These actions are striking in light of the 
traditional Christian teaching on the 
relation between leadership and repen-
tance. Furthermore, instead of heeding 
Niebuhr’s cautions, Bush continues to 
advocate exceptionalism, declaring that 
our country’s people, values, and inten-
tions are unreservedly “good.” 

Kerry is more taciturn than Bush 
about the role faith plays in politics. 
Indeed, although a Catholic, Kerry dis-
plays a characteristically Episcopalian 
reluctance to mention the word “God.” 
But when he does try to connect reli-
gious values to political principles, Kerry 
also seems ignorant of the traditional 
teaching. When Kerry turns to religious 

themes, his rhetoric imitates the austere 
moral vision of service articulated by 
John Kennedy’s famous “ask not what 
your country can do for you” declara-
tion. But like Kennedy, Kerry’s vision is 
another version of American exception-
alism — a vision of heroic idealism that 
lacks a corresponding sense of human 
limitations and culpability. 

Kerry’s exceptionalism is particularly 
clear from his comments about the Iraq 
War. Kerry has been willing to bring 
American failures to light, but for the 
most part, his criticisms have concerned 
the way in which the war has been con-
ducted and whether the war reflects 
American interests and values. In other 
words, he does not recognize how an un-
critical acceptance of American interests 
and values has contributed to creating 
situations such as the Iraq War. More-
over, while he is willing to criticize his 
country, Kerry seems to have difficulty 
accepting his own complicity with the 
decision to invade Iraq. he is unwilling 
to express a note of contrition alongside 
his outrage.

Granted, expressing repentance on 
a political level is more complicated 
than expressing it on a personal level. 
Political calculations probably underlie 
both candidates’ positions concerning 
the war. But if these calculations are  
really the issue, then it raises the ques-
tion of just how deeply either candidate’s 
faith informs his politics. In the end, 
the question is not whether Bush and 
Kerry have inappropriately relied on 
religious themes and concepts to craft 
their politics, but if and when they might 
start doing so.

William Danaher is an Episcopal priest and 
assistant professor of theology and Christian 
ethics at Sewanee’s School of Theology. Recipi-
ent of the 2004 John Hines Preaching Award 
from Virginia Theological Seminary, he is 
the author of The Trinitarian Ethics of 
Jonathan Edwards and was a member in 
residence at the Center for Theological Inquiry 
at Princeton during the Easter semester 2004. 
Contact him at <wdanaher@sewanee.edu>.
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s t u d e n t  L i F e

N ext time you’re on campus, try not to 
stare if you see someone giving a big 
hug to one of the stately white oaks 

on the University Quad. With the sup-
port of the administration and faculty, 
a collection of enthusiastic students has 
embarked on a mission to extend the 
sense of environmental stewardship at 
Sewanee and bring a host of conserva-
tion-related issues to the attention of the 
entire community.

For students like Katharine Wilkin-
son, C’05, recipient of the 2003-04 
Environmental Leadership Award, the 
recent activity is the payoff for years of 
hard work.

“over the last several years there has 
been an explosion of environmental 
programs and environmental awareness 
in terms of student organizations and 
student initiatives as well as the addition 
of the environmental studies major,” says 
Wilkinson.

To assist in their efforts, Sewanee’s 
eco-warriors enlisted the aid of the 
Associated Colleges of the South, a 16-
college consortium of which Sewanee is 
a member. ACS grants support the work 
of faculty environmental fellows and 
undergraduate environmental interns, 

who together launched the Environ-
mental Residency program this past 
year. In each dorm, an environmental 
resident is responsible for recycling 
glass, aluminum, and plastic for the 
entire building.

Recycling is only one aspect of a 
broader stewardship campaign. Student 
and faculty leaders are raising environ-

mental awareness at Sewanee through 
composting, organically grown food, 
environmental speakers, and conserva-
tion initiatives in the student and faculty 
assemblies.

The environmentalists hope this work 
will inspire fellow community members 
to pay more attention to how their ac-
tions affect the environment. 

Student-led conservation efforts blossoming at Sewanee

Not all environmental initiatives at Sewanee are new. 
Since the early 1980s, Sewanee’s innovative wastewater 
treatment system has successfully operated as an im-

portant part of the University’s environmental stewardship 
efforts. 

Unlike traditional treatment plants, which use expensive 
pumps and potentially harmful chlorine gas, Sewanee’s 
wastewater treatment system uses natural microorganisms to 
neutralize contaminants in a series of lagoons. The purified 
water is then sprayed over a 160-acre section of University 
forest, where it returns to the water table. The new system 
is less expensive to operate, and the water and fertilizer 
that are released benefit the trees and other plants in the 
spray area. 

The experimental, money-saving system is feasible be-
cause of the plenitude of available land, and for that reason 

is extremely uncommon elsewhere in the United States, 
says John Palisano, professor of biology and commissioner 
of the Sewanee Utility District.

But the real gains to the University, Palisano argues, are 
the ones that don’t show up on the bottom line.

“We’re taking the recyclables and putting them back in 
the forest, so the trees and other plants grow better because 
we are essentially fertilizing the land and giving them excess 
water that they normally wouldn’t get,” Palisano says.

Further benefits accrue in terms of research possibilities. 
The University is “sitting on a gold mine,” Palisano says. 
“We’ve got 10,000 acres of protected land that has been 
studied for a long time now. I can go two miles from where I 
teach and get students doing some research with me so they 
get some experience. The whole thing is like an outdoor 
laboratory, really.” — J.S.

From garbage to gold

earth Week 2004 included guest speakers, a voter registration drive, tree plantings, and Field Fest on 
the Quad, with papermaking using scraps from school recycling bins.
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In the winter issue of Sewanee, we reported on swimmer Katie Wells, C’04, and her 
quest to compete in the 2004 Paralympic Games, to be held in Athens, Greece, in 
September.

At the U.S. Swimming Paralympics Trials at the University of Minnesota in April, 
she won the silver in the 200-meter breaststroke, with a time of 4:17.50, and finished 
fourth in the 100-meter breaststroke, with a time of 2:00.99. Both of these times were 
personal bests, and they qualified her to compete in the Open Water Championships 
in December and at Nationals next June. 

Although she did not qualify for the Paralympic Games, her outlook was charac-
teristically upbeat. “I have always pined for a medal in swimming. I still can’t believe 
it happened,” she says. Other highlights of the trip, she says, were visiting terminally 
ill children and appearing on a children’s Tv show broadcast in the hospital — a 
service project that she organized for the athletes. 

“My goal is to make the 2008 U.S. Paralympic team that will compete in Beijing,” 
Wells adds. — L.B.

“It’s one of those things where you 
try to make people more aware and just 
more conscious of what they are doing,” 
says Lucia Dale, assistant professor of 
computer science and ASC environmen-
tal fellow. “If I drink a Coke, I can throw 
it in the trash, or I can throw it in the 
recycling bin. And if I don’t think about 
it, then maybe I throw it in the trash, but 
if I think about it, well, maybe I throw it 
in the recycling bin.”

The home base of much of this con-
servation activity is the newly dedicated 
Eco-house, located in Emery hall, where 
students active in the conservation move-
ment live and work together.

“We wanted the Eco-house to be 
something where students could have 
the chance to live with other people of 
similar interests, an example on campus 
that could be used as a social setting, 
a living situation, and an educational 
tool,” says Eco-house resident Whitney 
White, C’04.

White and other environmental activ-
ists say that the University administration 
has been generally supportive of their 
efforts. During the spring semester, for 
example, Eco-house residents brought 
to the attention of University officials 

the TvA’s Green Power Switch program, 
an initiative to develop environmentally 
friendly energy sources. In March, the 
Student Assembly passed a resolution, 
later endorsed by the College faculty, in 
favor of raising student fees to purchase 
renewable energy. 

The University administration re-
sponded positively. Beginning in 2005, 
says University Treasurer Jerry Forster, 
a portion of Sewanee’s energy budget 
will go toward the Green Power Switch 
program, “assisting methane plants in 
Memphis or Murfreesboro, solar instal-
lations in Chattanooga or Knoxville, or 
wind turbines in East Tennessee.”

Sewanee is not alone in its shift from 
fossil fuels to so-called green energy. 
According to the April 2, 2004, issue of 
The Chronicle of Higher Education, “In the 
past three years alone, at least 50 colleges 
have bought wind and other forms of 
green power for the first time,” among 
them, the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, Duke University, and the 
University of Tennessee.    

Wilkinson is aware of Sewanee’s place 
in the greater movement.

“It’s a trend that is going on at other 
colleges as well,” says Wilkinson. “But 
what is unique here is how quickly and 
how intensely that change has taken 
place. What is different about Sewanee 
is that not many other colleges have 
this kind of environment, this kind of 

campus. It just seems so appropriate to 
me here.”

vice Chancellor Cunningham sig-
naled his support for the work of the 
ACS environmental fellows and interns 
by signing the international Talloires 
Declaration in April. Endorsed by the 
student body and the faculty as well, the 
Talloires Declaration is a non-binding 
pledge to support environmental sus-
tainability. Approximately 300 colleges 
and universities in 40 countries have 
signed.

“The institution has been working to 
make sure that it is a good citizen in the 
world and pays attention to resource and 
sustainability issues,” says vice Chancel-
lor Cunningham. “We’re grateful for 
the opportunities for exploration and 
discussion and the fact that there is a 
diversity of thought. I think it is consis-
tent with Sewanee’s role as a university, 
a place where people wrestle with impor-
tant ideas and respect each other in the 
exploration of them.”

Dale summarizes the sentiment of the 
environmental movement at Sewanee.

“The goal is to empower people who 
feel it is all too big for them,” she says. 
“Because it is. It’s all too big for one 
person. But if you put together a viable 
sort of network, and you’re not working 
alone, then a lot more can happen.”

 — John Shepard, C’06

Wells swims to a silver medal at Paralympic Trials

tie-dying attracted local youngsters such as 
Zachary and emily Blount. 
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S ince the first Sewanee varsity 
baseball team was formed 
in 1875, Sewanee’s 129-

year athletic history has been 
integral to its becoming one of 
the top-ranked liberal arts col-
leges in the nation. Its athletes 
and coaches have added to the 
University’s prestige off the 
field as well. 

on September 3, 2004, 
Sewanee will honor its top ath-
letes by inducting the inaugural class 
of the Sewanee Athletics Hall of Fame. 
The 17 athletes, two teams, five coaches, 
and one athletic trainer in this inaugural 
class include:

The 1899 Tiger football team (12-0-0), 
which vanquished Texas, Texas A&M, 
Tulane, LSU and Ole Miss in six days. 
Auburn was the only team that man-
aged to score against the “Ninety-Nine 
Iron Men.”

Diddy Seibels, C’1901, a running back 
and captain of the 1899 football team 
who was inducted into the National 
Football Hall of Fame in 1973. He was 
also headmaster of Sewanee Grammar 
School from 1900 to 1903.

Henry Phillips, C’1904, who played 
guard for the Sewanee football team 
and was All-South for four years. He 
scored 16 career touchdowns despite 
his position. he was a member of John 
heisman’s All-Time Southern Intercol-
legiate Athletic Association team in 
1912, and was inducted into the National 
Football Hall of Fame in 1959. Phillips 
was a professor of the English Bible at 
Sewanee and was consecrated bishop of 
Southwestern virginia in 1938.

Frank Juhan, C’11, who played center 
and linebacker for the Tigers. In 1909, 
he led Sewanee to a Southern champion-
ship in football and was named South-
ern Intercollegiate Athletic Association 
middleweight boxing champion. He also 
lettered in baseball. Juhan was a charter 

member of the Tennessee Sports Hall of 
Fame and a member of Churchmen’s 
Sports Hall of Fame. He was inducted 
into the National Football hall of Fame 
in 1966. He was the bishop of Florida and 
served as chancellor of the University.

Shirley Majors, who coached football 
and baseball from 1957 to 1977. He led 
two undefeated Tiger football squads 
(1958, 1963) and coached six All-Ameri-
cans. In baseball, he led Sewanee to two 
CAC titles. 

Kyle Rote Jr., C’72, one of America’s 
great pro soccer players. As captain 
of the track team at Sewanee, he was 
the 1972 College Athletic Conference 

Athletics Hall of Fame announces first group of inductees

Left to right: shirley Majors led two tiger football teams to undefeated 
seasons. Cameron tyer, C’93, was the first female four-time All-American. 
Kyle rote, C’72, was the first American to lead the NAsL in scoring.

Teams
1899 Football Team
1990 Women’s Tennis Team 

Coaches
Ted Bitondo 
Gaston Bruton 
Shirley Majors 
Horace Moore 
Lon varnell 

Athletes
M.L. Agnew, C’64 
Reed Bell, C’50 
Clayton Lee Burwell, C’32 
Rupert Colmore Jr., C’37 

Scott Ferguson, C’79 
Andy Finlay, C’59 
Alex Guerry Jr., C’39 
Pat Guerry, C’89 
Bill Johnson, C’66 
Frank Juhan, C’11 
henry Phillips, C’1904 
Kyle Rote Jr., C’72 
Diddy Seibels, C’1901 
Paul Tessmann, C’66 
Cameron Tyer, C’93 
Kim valek, C’87 
Kit Walsh, C’91 

Trainer
Willie Six 

The Inaugural Class

champion and school record 
holder in the javelin. As captain 
of the soccer team, he set season 
records for goals and assists. The 
Dallas Tornado drafted Rote in 
the first round in April 1972. 
He became the first American 
to lead the North American 
Soccer League in scoring. He 
was inducted into the Tennessee 
Sports hall of Fame in 2002.

Cameron Tyer, C’93, the first 
female four-time All-American. She was 
1993 Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
Senior of the Year and the 1992 SCAC 
Player of the Year. She holds the school 
record for career singles wins (106). Tyer 
led Sewanee to a national top 15 rank-
ing all four years, most notably with the 
1990 team, which placed fourth in the 
nation, Sewanee’s highest NCAA finish 
of any team in any sport.

The inaugural class will be inducted 
with a reception and dinner on Septem-
ber 3 and introduced at halftime at the 
Hampden-Sydney vs. Sewanee football 
game on September 4. 

For more details, visit <http://athletics.sewanee.edu/news/11153.html>
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L ed by a top 10 finish by the Sewanee 
equestrian team, three varsity teams 
and one member of the swim squad 

participated in national tournaments 
this past spring. Softball and women’s 
tennis also qualified for their respective 
NCAA Division III tournaments, and 
Matt Martelli, C’05, competed in the 
NCAA Division III Swimming and Diving 
Championship.

The equestrian hunter seat team 
placed 10th out of 18 colleges and 
universities at the Intercollegiate horse 
Show Association (IhSA) nationals held 
in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, in May.

This is Sewanee’s second straight top-
10 national finish and its fourth since 
1998. Prior to this year, the Tigers were 
seventh in 2000 and 2003 and 10th in 
1998.

Hannah Schremser, C’06, placed 
second in her individual novice on the 
flat class, making her Sewanee’s fourth 
individual reserve national champion 
in four years.

The softball squad (20-21) claimed its 
first Southern Collegiate Athletic Con-

Three teams, one individual compete at nationals
ference championship and was 1-2 in 
its initial trip to the NCAA tournament. 
The Tigers defeated Bethany College 
(W.va.) 2-1 in the NCAA’s, with two close 
losses to Emory by identical 1-0 scores.

Pitcher Amy Owensby, C’04, was se-
lected as SCAC pitcher of the year, while 
Heather Windham was SCAC coach of 
the year.

The women’s tennis team (14-7) 
participated in the NCAAs for the 13th 
straight year, losing to Rhodes College,  
7-2, in a first round match. Lauren 
Willett, C’07, earned Atlantic South 
rookie-of-the-year honors.

At the NCAA Division III Swimming 
and Diving Championship, held at Prin-
cipia College (Mo.) in March, Martelli 
earned All-American honors and set a 
school record in the 100 butterfly with a 
13th place finish (50:53). In the prelims, 
he swam a 50:59 and qualified for the 
consolation finals in the 12th spot.

Martelli is also a three-time Academic 
All-American and is a three-time South-
ern Collegiate Athletic Conference 100 
butterfly champion.

Pitcher Amy owensby, C’04, led her team to its 
first sCAC conference championship.

2004 Sewanee Football Schedule

DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME

Sept. 4 Hampden-Sydney (Hall of Fame game) Sewanee 1 p.m.

Sept. 11 Huntingdon Montgomery, Ala. 1:30 p.m.

Sept. 18 Washington & Lee Lexington, Va. 1 p.m.

Sept. 25 Maryville  Sewanee 1:30 p.m

Oct. 2 Centre  Danville, Ky. 1:30 p.m.

Oct. 9 DePauw greencastle, Ind. 1:30 p.m.

Oct. 16 Rhodes (51st Edmund Orgill Cup) Sewanee 1:30 p.m.

Oct. 23 Rose-Hulman (57th Homecoming) Sewanee 1:30 p.m.

Oct. 30 Millsaps (Senior Day) Sewanee 1:30 p.m.

Nov. 6 Trinity San Antonio, Texas 1:30 p.m.

Visit http://athletics.sewanee.edu
Get the latest Sewanee sports news and schedules • Sign up for Tigersports e-mail updates

Football 2004
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A L u m n i

homecoming and Reunion 2004 is 
scheduled for october 22–24, 2004. 

Groups celebrating reunions this year 
include:
• Class years ending in a 4 or 9.
• Members of the tennis and equestrian 

teams. 
• Kappa Sigma fraternity. 

In addition to the traditional homecom-
ing and Reunion activities, we are adding 
more and more events for you to enjoy. 
Don’t miss the:
• Porch Light Reception on Thursday 

night with alumni, for retired faculty 
and staff.

• Fireworks outside the Sewanee Inn on 
Friday night. 

• Chance to attend a current class on 
Friday.

• Career Networking Lunch with students on Friday.

To see some of these newest additions and the latest schedule, visit <www. 
sewaneeonline.com/homecoming.html>.

Register for Homecoming by October 1 and you’ll be entered in a drawing for the 
chance to win a Sewanee Captain’s Chair. The winner will be announced at halftime of 
the football game. Register online at <www.sewaneeonline.com/hcregister.html>.

Alumni trustees elected 

Upcoming Events
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony, 

Sept. 4

Homecoming and Reunion, Oct. 22–24

Dedication of the McGriff Alumni 
House, Oct. 23

Bike Trip for Alumni and Friends in the 
California Wine Country, Nov. 7–12

For more details about these events, 
call 800.367.1179 or send an e-mail to 
<jafisher@sewanee.edu>.

Homecoming and Reunion 2004 offer new events

Rhea Bowden, C’76
President
vicky vieth Bratton, C’88
Vice President for Regions
Joanne Boyd, C’77 
Vice President for Reunions
Rob Crichton, C’71 
Vice President for the Sewanee Fund
Robert Fain, T’83 
Vice President for Church Relations
Marichal Gentry, C’86 
Vice President for Admissions
Anthony Gooch, C’59 
Vice President for Planned Giving
Don Olmstead, C’81 
Vice President for Career Services
Susan Sloan, T’96 
Vice President for School of Theology
Julie Curd, C’92 
Vice President for young Alumni
Rondal Richardson, C’91 
Vice President for Communications

ASSOCIATeD ALuMNI OFFICeRSMcgriff Alumni House to be dedicated 
Homecoming weekend

A gift from Alice 
and Lee McGriff, 
C’41, has made 
possible the renova-
tion of the former 
Phi Delta theta 
fraternity house as 
a new home for the 
Associated Alumni. 
shown here, the 
McGriffs visit the 
construction site in 
late June. the build-
ing will be dedicated 
on october 23 at 
11 a.m.

Qualifying members of the Associated 
Alumni were given the opportunity to 
elect three alumni to the University’s 
Board of Trustees. Congratulations to 
the following alumni, who were elected 
for a three-year term on the board: 
• Walter Merrill, C’70, of Cincinnati, 

Ohio, lay trustee 
• Alex Wilson Albright, C’76, of Austin, 

Texas, lay trustee 
• Marshall huey, T’00, of Charleston, 

South Carolina, clerical trustee 
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“Admitting women was the best 
thing the University ever did.” That’s 
according to Harry Yeatman, profes-
sor emeritus of biology (his name 
appears on the directory of biology 
faculty in the background of the 
photo) — an opinion shared by many 
because of the social and academic 
benefits to the school. Sewanee be-
gan admitting women in 1969. In 
this yearbook photo, dated 1972, the 
women seem to be immersed in sci-
entific studies in Woods Laboratories, 
which opened in 1968. 

Joseph Winkelman, C’64, wrote 
to correct and add to our descrip-
tions of the previous two “Mountain 
Memories” photos. In reference 
to the 1965 Homecoming photo 
(Winter 2004, page 45; see inset), 
Winkelman points out that certain 
men in the lineup are wearing the 
costumes of their “drinking clubs”: 
two Highlanders in tartans, a Los 
Peones member in a serape, and a 
Wellington in a bowler hat and hold-
ing an umbrella. 

The Wellingtons were “then the 
far superior group,” Winkelman 
claims, having himself been a mem-
ber, 1962–64. That club “based its 
dress on the British Parliament, … 
although we students had the detail 
terribly confused. The Wellingtons 
marched at halftime of football 
games, gathering in the center of 
the field finally for cheers, when they 
would utter ‘God Save the Queen’; 
but it occasionally got out of hand 
when they blasphemed the dean of 
men, who banned such assemblies in 
the late ’60s.”

In addition, Winkelman says, he 
was yearbook editor in 1963 and took 
the photo of matron Lillian Kirkland 

SEWANEE gOES CO-ED

m o u n t a i n  m e m o r i e s

with students (whom he identified as 
Class of 1965 freshmen William Moore, 
Ian Gaston, and heyward Coleman) at 
the breakfast table in Gailor Hall (Sum-
mer 2003, page 33). 

To share your memories and com-
ments, write to Sewanee magazine at 
the Office of Communications, 735 
University Ave., Sewanee, TN 37383-
1000; or <lbarlame@sewanee.edu>. 
Also, Professors Sam Williamson and 
Gerald Smith are interested in receiv-
ing input about the admission of 
women for their Sewanee book proj-
ect. Write to them at Sewanee’s du-
Pont Library or <swilliam@sewanee.
edu>. 
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C O L L e g e  C L A s s  n O t e s

Class of 1964
William Hansel Rue Jr. married 
Pamela Trayte in St. Augustine’s 
Chapel in Sewanee on May 22, 
2004. Joseph Winkelman was 
appointed artist-in-residence at St. 
John’s College, Oxford, for Trinity 
term. He recently took part in the 
Oxford Show at the Museum of 
Modern Art, with 26 other profes-
sionals from the city, showing 10 
etchings and paintings. His etchings 
will be shown at the University Art 
Gallery in Sewanee as part of the 
2004 Homecoming show, Works on 
Paper 1: Three Printmakers. 

Class of 1968
Roy Oscar elam III married Kathryn 
Curtis White at All Saints’ Chapel 
on May 22, 2004. Thomas S. Rue 
was elected president of the 
Maritime Law Association of the 

United States 
at its spring 
meeting in New 
york. Rue is the 
first Alabam-
ian to lead the 
organization 
in its 105-year 
history. Rue, a 
member of the 

Mobile, Ala., firm of Johnstone, 
Adams, Bailey, Gordon & Harris, 
L.L.C., will guide the activities of 
the 3,100-member professional 
organization over the next year as 
it strives to make improvements 
in maritime law. Bob Wyatt was 
ordained a transitional deacon at 
St. James Cathedral, Chicago, on 
June 19. Wyatt received Vanderbilt 
University’s highest academic 
honor, the Founder’s Medal, on his 
graduation from the Divinity School 
this spring. He is co-author of a new 
book, Free Expression in Five Cul-
tures, published by Hampton Press 
this summer. He has been professor 
and director of communication re-
search at Middle Tennessee State 
University since 1979.

Class of 1938
Decades after 
the fact, Thom-
as Stewart has 
been honored 
for his service 
in World War 
II. Near the 
war’s end, the 
Russian army 
was approach-

ing Hostau, Austria, where the 
famous Lippizan horses of the 
Spanish Riding School of Vienna 
had been stabled. Captain Stewart 
was a member of the Second U.S. 
Cavalry under General George 
Patton, who launched Operation 
Cowboy to rescue the horses. 
Stewart rode across enemy lines 
and negotiated a cease-fire to 
save the remarkable horses. This 
historic initiative was featured in 
the film Majestic White Horses, 
which had its U.S. premiere at 
the Fernbank Museum of Natural 
History in Atlanta. Following the 
screening, Stewart was decorated 
by Austrian Ambassador Peter 
Moser with the National Gold 
Award for Service to Agriculture 
and Forestry. 

Class of 1962
Peter J. Seh-
linger’s book, 
Kentucky’s 
Last Cavalier: 
General Wil-
liam Preston, 
1816-1887, was 
published by 
the Ken-

tucky Historical 
Society. The book details the 
life of William Preston, who was 
President Buchanan’s minister 
to Spain before the Civil War, 
and tried to purchase Cuba for 
the United States. Preston was a 
close friend of Sewanee founder 
Bishop Leonidas Polk. 

Class of 1969
Bill Hunter became CEO of 
Volia Software, Houston, Tex., in 
November 2003. He writes, “We 
do custom software development, 
leveraging our development cen-
ter in Kyiv, Ukraine. I am learning 
Russian. I wish Dr. Whitesell, 
who instilled in me the love of 
language, could see this!”

Class of 1970
Brad Whitney was named the 
2004 Clinician of the year by the 
American Geriatrics Society. The 
award honors clinicians who 
have made outstanding contribu-
tions to the delivery of quality 
health care to older people, who 
communicate well with patients 
and their families, and who make 
generous contributions to com-
munity health care efforts. Whit-
ney is the director of Regional 
Senior Health of Spartanburg 
Regional Healthcare System.

Class of 1973
Susan Aiken 
Fonger was 
appointed 
senior develop-
ment associ-
ate for The 
Waters Pelton 
Organization, 
Inc., a national 
fund-raising, 
planning, and public relations firm 
headquartered in Palm Beach 
Gardens, Fla. She also is the 
co-chairperson of a fund-raising 
campaign for Suncoast Commu-
nity High School. 

Class of 1974
Bill eddins writes: “I am very 
proud to announce the graduation 

of two of my children in May 2003. 
What a wonderful treat is was to 
actually teach them here at the 
college [york College of Pennsyl-
vania] and watch them get their 
degrees!” Sarah Eddins graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration and a major in 
marketing. Sarah works as a finan-
cial analyst for M & T Bank in york, 
where she has achieved Series 5 
certification. Maria Eddins gradu-
ated cum laude with a bachelor’s 
degree in business administra-
tion and a major in information 
systems. She works for Bearing 
Point, a computer consulting firm 
in Baltimore. Bill is an associate 
professor of information systems 
in the Department of Business 
Administration. 

Class of 1985
Giff Gfroerer’s company Start 
Smarter released its fifth video, 
Firefighter George and Today’s 
Mighty Trains, which teaches 
children how trains operate and 
shows them the different kinds 
of railcars they may see around 
their towns and in their local train 
museums. He writes, “Once again 
we worked very closely with 
Operation Lifesaver and the Asso-
ciation of American Railroads to 
make sure every scene the chil-
dren see on the screen is free of 
potentially bad actions that could 
lead to a child being harmed.” 
Nancy Greenwood is working 
as an assistant United States 
attorney in the Southern District 
of Georgia’s Augusta branch of-
fice. She is a criminal prosecutor. 
Scott Miller accepted an invita-
tion from Secretary of Defense 
Donald H. Rumsfeld to participate 
in the Defense Department’s 
Joint Civilian Orientation Confer-
ence in June. Fifty U.S. citizens 
were selected for the program 
from hundreds of candidates 
nominated by military commands 
worldwide. The department’s 
premier civic leader program, 
the JCOC allows participants to 
learn first-hand about U.S. military 
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personnel, their equipment and 
capabilities, and national defense 
strategies. The program included 
briefings by Secretary Rumsfeld 
and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman 
General Richard B. Myers; travel 
by military aircraft to the U.S. 
European Command Headquar-
ters in Germany to meet EUCOM’s 
leadership for an update on cur-
rent operations; and visits to mili-
tary bases of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard.   Ashley Jackson Spencer 
was selected to paint murals in a 
new pedestrian tunnel leading to 
the Patent and Trademark Office 
in Alexandria, Va. Spencer’s de-
signs were selected by the Public 
Art Committee after a city-wide 
competition for mural proposals. 
Spencer has a custom wall treat-
ment business, Casart, which she 
started in 1995.  William Tonks 
played at the Bonnaroo festival in 
Manchester, Tenn., in June with 
his band Barbara Cue. Other acts 
included Bob Dylan, Primus, The 
Grateful Dead, and Ween. The 
band is working on a new record 
for Sanctuary Records, due out in 
the fall. Pictures and information 
are available at 
<www.barbaracue.com>. 

Class of 1987
John Burdick Iv announces the 
birth of his son, Joshua Edward, 

on March 19, 2004. Joshua joins 
his brother, John, and sister, Joy. 

Class of 1988
Lynne Caldwell and Malcolm 
Dugliss announce the birth of 
their daughter, Sarah Catherine 
Caldwell Dugliss, on May 13, 2004, 
in Asheville, N.C. She joins brother 
Graham and family dog, Atticus. 

Class of 1989
Tom and Kathy Masterson live in 
San Antonio. Tom is the senior 
pastor of Hope Church in north 
San Antonio. Kathy is a homemak-
er. They have two kids, Sydney 
Elizabeth and Anne Stuart.

Class of 1991
Jason ehrlinspiel married Jen-
nifer Allen on January 17, 2004. 
They live in Brandon, Miss., 
where he is a partner in the law 
firm of MacNeill & Buffington, 
P.A., and Jennifer is a veterinarian 
in a small animal practice.  Buffy 
Huggins elliott and her husband, 
Brandon Elliott, announce the 
birth of their third child, Anna 
DeLacey Elliot, on April 12, 2004.  
Matthew Farley and his wife, 

Mamie, announce the birth of 
their third child and first daughter, 
Joan Louise Farley, on April 4, 
2004.   Samantha Sweeton- 
Stevens, a teacher at Grundy 
County High School in Tracy City, 
Tenn., traveled to Washington, 
D.C., in March 2004 to receive the 
Presidential Award for Excellence 
in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching. She met with educa-
tion leaders and participated in 
professional development activi-
ties. She was Tennessee’s only 
presidential award winner in the 
field of math.  Michelle Thompson 
left her position as associate 
dean of students at Sewanee 
to become associate dean of 
students at Agnes Scott College 
in Decatur, Ga. 

Class of 1992
Mike and Tara Mitchell Mielnik 
announce the birth of Carson 
James Mielnik on December 
6, 2003. The Mielniks live in Old 
Hickory, Tenn. While working 
for the Metropolitan Historical 
Commission in Nashville, Tara is 
writing her dissertation for her 
doctorate in history and historic 
preservation. 

Zanna Vincent Fitch, born to Hol-
lis and Anne Mengedoht Fitch, 
C’86, on April 7, 2004. Pictured: 
Zanna and her siblings (clockwise 
from top left) Elena (4), Elsa (11), 
Celia (9), and Oliver (7).

Harris Holt Murray and Caroline 
Barrett Murray, born to Elizabeth 
and Jefferies T. Murray, C’86, on 
May 4, 2004.

Audrey Raine Maier, born to 
Robert and Brandy Reeves Maier, 
C’89, on January 7, 2004.

Class of 1993
Alexander Ward Badenoch re-
ceived his Ph.D. in German studies 
from the University of Southamp-
ton in England in December 2003. 
He now lives in Leiden, Holland. 
Jennie Goodrum married James 
Turrell, assistant professor of 
liturgics and history of liturgics at 
Sewanee’s School of Theology, at 
All Saints’ Chapel on May 1, 2004. 
Judith Hagerty has joined the staff 
of Catholic Charities of Tennessee, 
Inc., as a foster care counselor in 
the agency’s recently established 
foster care program. Her primary 
responsibilities are recruiting and 
training foster parents and super-
vising the placement of children 
in foster homes. Previously, she 
was an outpatient clinician at 
Pikes Peak Mental Health agency 
in Colorado Springs, Colo. Joyce 
F. Mixon and his wife, Laura, live 
in Dunwoody in the metro Atlanta 
area. Last year, he was promoted 
to an officer of Holder Proper-
ties, a commercial real estate 
company. 

Class of 1994
Will Montjoy moved from Singa-
pore to Dubai, where he is prac-
ticing corporate law with Clifford 
Chance Limited Liability Partner-

Big brother Mitchell (5) with Car-
son James Mielnik, born to Mike 
and Tara Mitchell Mielnik, C’92, 
on December 6, 2003. 
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January 31, 2003. Jason Smith 
and Jennifer “J.J.” Pfeil Smith 
announce the birth of their first 
child, Tobin Cowles Smith, on Au-
gust 31, 2003. Jason and J.J. live 
in Manassas, Va., where Jason is 
the director of systems engineer-
ing for Integic. J.J. took time off 
to be at home with Tobin. 

Class of 1996
Cara Blythe Freeman and Jason 
Richard Bowyer, C’97, were 
married at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., on 
April 24, 2004. Several mem-
bers of the wedding party were 
Sewanee graduates. The couple 
spent their honeymoon in Puerto 
Rico. They reside in Jacksonville. 
Jason is an associate with the 
firm of Rahaim, Watson, Dearing, 

Berry and Moore. Cara works 
for the Jacksonville Convention 
and Visitors Bureau as the Super 
Bowl housing and hospitality 
manager for the 2005 Super Bowl. 
Katherine Kellogg Heflin writes: 
“I’ve landed my dream job as 
a coordinator at the Discovery 
Center of Science & Technology 
in Bethlehem, Penn. Among other 
things, I’m in charge of creat-
ing the exhibits that will link the 
themes of our floor areas to the 
work of Leonardo da Vinci when 
we’re reincarnated as the Da 
Vinci Discovery Center in the next 
year. Never thought I would actu-
ally use my art history degree, but 
there it is!” Angela Land-Dedrick 
and her husband, Randal Dedrick, 
announce the birth of Samantha 
Kate Dedrick on August 24, 2003, 
at Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center in Nashville. Angela is 
the assistant to the chair in the 
Department of Cell and Develop-
mental Biology at VUMC. Hayden 
Ward performed her one-woman 
show Mamalogues in May at the 
Upright Citizens Brigade Theater 
in New york City. She was nomi-
nated for an Emerging Comics 
of New york Award for Best One 
Person Show. 

Class of 1997
Jason Richard Bowyer and Cara 
Blythe Freeman, C’96, were mar-

ried on April 24, 2004, at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church in Jacksonville, 
Fla. Several members of the 
wedding party were Sewanee 
graduates. The couple spent their 
honeymoon in Puerto Rico. They 
reside in Jacksonville. Jason 
is an associate with the firm of 
Rahaim, Watson, Dearing, Berry 
and Moore. Cara works for the 
Jacksonville Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau as the Super Bowl 
housing and hospitality manager 
for the 2005 Super Bowl. Holly 
Hacker began working as direc-
tor of federal affairs for Bates 
Capitol Group, a lobbying firm 
in Washington, D.C., in January 
2004. Maggie Kizer married Justin 
Whitt in Chattanooga, Tenn., 
on May 8, 2004. John Beasley 
Thomas Iv received a doctorate 
in medicine from the University of 
Florida School of Medicine in May 
2003. He is a surgical resident at 
the Medical College of Georgia in 
Augusta. In August 2003, Thomas 
married Zsuzsanna Major in 
Augusta. 

Class of 1998
Lindsay Young graduated from 
Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity in 2003 with a master’s degree 
in criminal justice. She also 
graduated on May 8, 2004, with a 
Juris Doctor from the University 
of Tennessee College of Law. 

James Hane III, C’91, and Julie 
vibul, C’01, after hearing of each 
other through a mutual friend, 
crossed paths in Bogota, Colum-
bia. James is teaching English 
at Colegio Los Nogales. Julie 
is a foreign service officer with 
the United States Department 
of State. As the two members 
of the Sewanee Club of Bogota, 
they enjoy telling stories of the 

Mountain and welcome anyone that wants to visit. Pictured here, 
they ride horses in the rain in La Calleja near Bogota.

Jacob Lee “Jake” Holmes, born 
to Aaron and Katherine Menke 
Holmes, C’94, on April 14, 2004, in 
Dallas, Tex.

Mary Clare DuBose, born to Lee 
virden DuBose, C’94, and Steven 
DuBose, C’90, on May 13, 2004.

Tobin Cowles Smith, born to 
Jason and Jennifer “J.J.” Pfeil 
Smith, C’95, on August 31, 2003.

Samantha Kate Dedrick, born to 
Angela Land-Dedrick, C’96, and 
Randal Dedrick on August 24, 
2003.

ship, with a focus on international 
business transactions. 

Class of 1995
Thomas R. Hardy II and his wife, 
Scarlet, announce the birth of 
their second child, Jack Thomas, 
in October 2003. Jack was also 
welcomed by his big sister, Lillie. 
The family lived in San Miguel de 
Allende, Mexico, for two years. 
They returned to Chattanooga, 
Tenn., in the spring of 2004. 
Tom works for Burner Systems 
International as sales manager 
for Latin America. Charles and 
Katherine Israel announce the 
birth of their first child, John 
William Israel, on April 7, 2004. 
William Burns Rogers and his 
wife, Donna, announce the birth 
of Madeline Elese Rogers on 



SUMMER 2004 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 41

Lindsay then moved back home 
to San Antonio, Tex., where she 
is studying for the bar exam and 
looking for a job as an associate 
attorney specializing in civil and 
criminal litigation. 

Class of 1999
Annelies echols is the company 
manager for the national tour 
of Fame, the musical. Fame is 
touring in South Korea and China 
this summer, with highlights 
including Seoul, Shanghai, and 
Beijing. Upon her return, Annelies 
will head back to New york 
City. Haley Holmes writes: “I 
spent February in New Orleans 
being filmed for The Learning 
Channel’s reality show Faking 
It. The premise of the show is to 
take someone in one profession 
and teach that person to work 
somewhere completely different. 
The faker must learn all of the 
skills necessary to fool a panel 
of expert judges. Was it possible 
to transform me, a shy library 
specialist, into a sexy bartender 
at Coyote Ugly Saloon? I under-
went a makeover, had bartending 
and dancing lessons, learned 
to belly dance, and met with an 
acting coach. We also spent 
time seeing the highlights of 
New Orleans including a swamp 
tour, spending time in the French 
Quarter, and throwing beads to 

people from a balcony on Bourbon 
Street. I participated in voodoo 
rituals, spent time in a cemetery, 
and rode on a float in one of the 
biggest Mardi Gras parades.” 
Haley’s episode of Faking It aired 
June 6. Anna Margaret Thomas 
Koeppel received a doctorate of 
medicine summa cum laude from 
the St. Louis University School of 
Medicine in May 2004. She is a 
member of Alpha Omega Alpha 
medical honor society. She began 
a residency in pediatrics at the 
Children’s Hospital of Washington 
University in St. Louis in June 2004 
and intends to pursue a career 
in neonatal medicine. George 
Phelps and Tanya Smith, C’01, 
were married on July 14, 2001, and 
announce the birth of Fiona Rose 
Phelps on January 13, 2004. 

Class of 2000
Garry erskine Finke received 
his Doctor of Medicine from 
the University of Tennessee in 
Memphis in May 2004. He began 
his residency in pediatrics in 
Memphis in June. He resides 
with Stephen Fulton, C’98. Kate 
C. McKenna writes, “In June, I 
moved from D.C. to attend my third 
summer at the Bread Loaf School 
of English, a graduate program 
through Middlebury College. I was 
in Vermont last summer; but this 
year, I am exploring the campus 

in Juneau, Alaska. I am thrilled to 
be sharing this experience with 
Jessie Palmore, C’03. In August, I 
will return to the East Coast for a 
week before I head to Rome, Italy. 
There I will work for two years as 
the director of college counseling 
at the American Overseas School 
of Rome. My new e-mail address 
will be posted on the school’s 
Web site (www.aosr.org) in Sep-
tember. I hope that any Sewanee 
friends will look me up if they 
decide to travel to Italia!” 

Class of 2001
Severin Carlson received his 
doctor of jurisprudence from 
Willamette University College of 
Law in Salem, Oregon on May 16, 
2004. He was also selected to be 
a member of the National Order 
of Barristers, as a result of his 
strong written and oral courtroom 
advocacy. Megan Kime received 
her J.D. from the University 
of Baltimore School of Law in 
Baltimore, Md., in May. After the 
bar in July, she will be clerking for 
the Honorable C. Clarke Raley in 
the Seventh District of Maryland 
located in Leonardtown. Austin 
Lacy and eleanor Fleming Lacy, 
C’02, moved from Orlando, Fla., 
back to the Mountain, where Aus-
tin serves as assistant director of 
student activities. Wallace Marsh 
left his position as lay chaplain 

Jeddie Suddeth, C’96, 
with son James Hannon 
Suddeth IV (7 weeks), and 
Will Merritt, C’95, with son 
McIver, in April 2004.

at Sewanee to attend seminary 
at yale University starting in the 
fall. Brian Miller is serving as 
vicar at Alpine Lutheran Church 
in Rockford, Ill. He was named the 
recipient of the James L. Schaaf 
Memorial Award for Excellence 
in Church History by the faculty 
of Trinity Lutheran Seminary in 
Columbus, Ohio. Tanya Smith 
and George Phelps, C’99, were 
married on July 14, 2001, and 
announce the birth of Fiona Rose 
Phelps on January 13, 2004. 

Class of 2002
Ian Daniel Bratton graduated 
from the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga with a master’s 
in public administration on May 
2, 2004. eleanor Fleming Lacy 
returned to the Mountain with 

Mark Brooks, C’96, married Stephanie Couey in Rome, Ga., at Berry Cha-
pel on July 19, 2003. Class of 1996 members of the wedding party: Phillip 
Jones, Kyle Heard, David Tudor, Toney Stephenson, Chris Williams, 
Aidan Arney, Mark Brooks.

Katy Mitch, C’00, and Clayton Stanley, C’01, were married in Birmingham, 
Ala., on July 12, 2003. Many Sewanee alumni and students attended. The 
reception was held at the Birmingham Museum of Art.
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I tapped the roof of my car as I drove beyond the Sewanee 
gates one last time. Three months had elapsed since gradu-
ation, I had completed a summer internship in Washing-

ton, D.C., and in a number of hours — after a quick visit to 
the Mountain to see my friend, Professor James Davidheiser 
— I would be bound for vienna, Austria. Everything had 
happened so quickly, and yet it seemed as if it were just yes-
terday that I set foot on the Domain for the first time. 

Today I live in vienna, Austria, pursuing my academic 
interests as a Fulbright grantee and teaching English at a 
local secondary school. My interest in Germanic language 
and culture grew during my studies at Sewanee; furthermore, 
my junior year abroad at the otto-Friedrich University in 
Bamberg, Germany, altered my perception of the world and 
stimulated personal change. My experiences in Germany 
— whether it was a night in the beer gardens with my German 
pals, a casual evening with my Italian friends, or my classes at 
the university — introduced me to a new cultural world and 
were my impetus for applying for a Fulbright grant.  

My studies this year at the Institute for Political Science 
at the University of vienna also are related to academic in-
terests I developed in Bamberg. There, I became fascinated 
with the socio-economic functionality of European society, 
especially the creation of the European Union and Austria’s 
policies regarding European integration. As an avid student 
of history, I took special interest in the progression of Aus-
trian independence and its quest for statehood following 
the collapse of the Austro-hungarian Empire and its later 
domination by the Third Reich. 

This year, I am conducting research on Austria’s decla-
ration of neutrality in 1955 and its consequently difficult 
position vis-à-vis European integration and foreign affairs. I 
have taken a number of courses at the Institute for Political 
Science focusing on political theory, diplomacy, and interna-
tional politics, and have used various archives and libraries 
that have been extremely beneficial for my research. In my 
analysis, I intend to distinguish between the neutrality of post-
war Austria and the proposed neutrality in present Austrian 
society. This subject remains an ever-present point of political 
dispute. With the expansion of the European Union in May 
and the current conflict regarding states’ representation in 
the European Parliament, the changes taking place to the 
structure of Europe will inevitably affect Austrian neutrality. 
It will be called, once again, to alter its neutral premises in 
order to subscribe to the new European order. 

But there is much more to life than simply research. While 

in vienna I have 
enjoyed the en-
chanted life of 
this fabled city. 
During a typical 
week, I may find 
myself strolling 
through a maze 
of baroque ar-
cades in the 
middle of the 
f irst  district , 
catching a breath of tranquility from Raphael in the Mu-
seum of Art History, basking in Mozart’s Magic Flute at the 
Staatsoper, or quietly passing the time in a favorite coffee 
house. 

In addition, living in Europe affords the opportunity for 
personal communication on an international scale. This 
claim may seem abstract, but assuredly, it is not. Recently, 
three friends and I enjoyed a Mexican feast at my apartment. 
on my right sat Takashi, a Japanese student of environmental 
policy at the University of vienna and a colleague of mine at 
a language institute in the city. Directly across from me was 
Kurt, a middle-aged Austrian, who works as a German instruc-
tor at the language institute. And to my left was Christian, a 
university student from Sweden, who had taken a break from 
his studies to improve his fluency in German. 

As I listened to my friends, I realized what a special 
gathering this really was — four people, from four different 
backgrounds, enjoying each other’s company. We undoubt-
edly had different convictions concerning worldly matters, 
but those topics were never an impediment to our conversa-
tion or our friendship.

This evening with my friends was only one of numerous 
similar experiences I have had both during and preceding 
my time in Austria. When I reflect on the acquaintances and 
friendships I have made, I realize what a rich and refreshing 
opportunity the Fulbright program has been, and the benefits 
society derives from it. Through personal relationships and 
interaction, a greater global understanding can be achieved 
and a safer, freer, and healthier society develops. This is the 
ultimate goal of the Fulbright program, and I am honored 
and very grateful to have been a part of it. As a Fulbright 
grantee, I assume my role as a cultural ambassador with the 
utmost seriousness, and hope that in some small way I can 
contribute to a better, more secure future for humanity.

Sowing the Seeds of World Peace
A report from a Sewanee Fulbrighter in Vienna
B y  T O M  J O N E S ,  C ’ 0 3

tom Jones, C’03, hikes near Zell am see, Austria.
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her husband, Austin Lacy, C’01. 
Austin is the assistant director 
of student activities. Rachel Ste-
phens received her master’s de-
gree in art history from Vanderbilt 
University on May 14, 2004. She 
will begin attending the University 
of Iowa in the fall to pursue a 
doctorate in art history. Margaret 
Stultz is working for Adventures 
Cross Country this summer. She 
is based in Hawaii and leads 
backpacking trips throughout the 
islands. During the school year, 
Stultz works as a senior natural-
ist for the San Joaquin Outdoor 
School just outside of Santa Cruz, 
Calif. Richard Wilkens has com-
pleted his first year at the SMU 
Dedman School of Law. He in-
terned with the Travis County D.A. 
for the first half of the summer 
and is attending the SMU/Oxford 
summer school program for the 
second half of the summer. 

Class of 2003
Nelson Byrd went on a Na-
tional Outdoor Leadership School 
program from January to April in 
Patagonia, Chile. The program 
included sea kayaking and moun-
taineering. elizabeth “Lizzie” 
Clarke has enjoyed her first year 
of teaching and research for her 
graduate studies in biochemistry 
at the University of Colorado in 
Boulder. Jamison Welch Clower 
and Martha Marie van Dyke, 
C’04, were married on March 24, 
2004. Samuel Grinstead is begin-
ning a research assistantship at 
Pennsylvania State University 
and working toward a master’s 
degree in forest resources. 
Charlotte Hutton left Sewanee, 
where she worked at All Saints’ 
Chapel and the Office of Admis-
sion during 2003–04, to begin 
a master’s program at George 
Washington University. Krista 
L. Puente is pursuing a doctor-
ate in clinical psychology at the 

Florida Institute of Technology in 
Melbourne, Fla. Courtney Reid is 
living in Cairo, Egypt, where she 
works as a housemother supervi-
sor at the Deaf Unit, a school and 
vocational training center run by 
the Episcopal Diocese of Egypt for 
hearing-impaired Christians. She 
wrote in an article for the Texas 
Episcopalian, “Cairo is a city of 
18 million where the rural face of 
Egypt meets modern urbanity in a 
type of rustic mayhem, where I’ve 
actually heard the explanation, 
‘I’m sorry I was late, my taxi hit 
a donkey cart on the fly-over!’” 
Lo Somel has been accepted 
into the Peace Corps. Inspired by 
her study-abroad experience in 
Vietnam, where she worked with 
street boys in Saigon, she will 
work in urban youth development 
in the Peace Corps (the location 
had not yet been determined at 
press time). This job encompass-
es working with at-risk children 
and street children in HIV/AIDS 
education, back-to-school initia-
tives, conflict resolution, com-
munity building, and other efforts. 
Brooke Swafford completed her 
year of teaching English in the 
village of Zutkulei in Siberia. She 
writes, “In February my students 
received first and second places 
in tenth and ninth grades in the 
district’s Academic Olympics in 
English. We went to the Okrug 
round, where, unfortunately, we 
didn’t place, but all the same, I’ve 
been told it was the first time in 
a while that any of our students 
even went that far in the English 
Olympics, so for that, I’m thrilled 
and proud.” 

Class of 2004
Martha Marie van Dyke and 
Jamison Welch Clower, C’03, 
were married on March 24, 2004. 

Molly Cannon, C’03, and ellerbe Dargan, C’00, were married on Janu-
ary 31, 2004, in Indianapolis, with a large contingent of Sewanee alumni 
present, as pictured here. Molly and Ellerbe live in Sewanee and work at 
the University. 

Anne-Carter Dice, C’01, and Robert Finch, C’99, were married on October 
18, 2003, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. Front row: Robert Finch, C’99; Anne-Carter 
Dice Finch, C’01; Jacquelyn Presley, C’99; Jimmy Wallace, C’99; Alex 
Coleman, C’99. Second row: Chris Warren, C’00; Claire Burns, C’01; 
Lauren evans, C’01; Bronwyn Massey, C’01; Anne Pearson, C’01; Newell 
Smith, C’01; Stephanie ebert, C’01; Leanne Gross, C’01; Amy Rice, C’01; 
Russ Prugh, C’01; Mary Frances Hansford, C’01; Leslie James, C’01; Katie 
Ravenel, C’99; Leslie Meyers, C’03; Lori Brown, C’99; emmet Gribbin, C’34; 
Douglas Finlay, C’99. Back: Birch Tipton, C’01; Paul Turner, C’00; Donny 
Renaldo, C’99; Parker Moore, C’99; ellerbe Dargan, C’99; Martin Wilkin-
son, C’01; Matt Boehm, C’99; Charlie Pringle, C’99; Lee Shook, C’00; Craig 
evans, C’98; Tappan Heinsohn, C’03; Leigh Ann Robbins, C’01; Millie Finch 
Lamb, C’77; Kyle Dice Seage, C’88; Joseph Schilleci, C’00; Aaron Coby, 
C’99; Brian Boehm, C’02.



44 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • SUMMER 2004

i n  m e m O R i A m
Charles Richard “Dick” Kell-
ermann, C’31, of South Pitts-
burg, Tenn., died on April 29, 
2004. Kellermann joined Lodge 
Manufacturing in South Pittsburg 
after graduating from Sewanee 
and served as its president from 
1948 until 1973. Kellermann was a 
member of Christ Church Episco-
pal, where he served as a vestry-
man, junior and senior warden, 
treasurer, and superintendent of 
Sunday school. He was a member 
of the Lions Club and the South 
Pittsburg Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. Kellermann officiated for 
the Southern College Football 
Conference. Survivors include his 
three children. 

William Tenison, A’29, C’33, of 
Nashville, Tenn., died on January 
2, 2004. In 1929, Tenison went to 
work for First American Bank. He 
became head of bookkeeping and 
assistant manager of a Nashville 
branch. He  joined H.G. Lipscomb 
Company in 1945 as buyer and 
manager of the sporting goods 
department. He was a vice 
president and company treasurer 
when he retired in 1988. Tenison 
was a member of Trinity Presby-
terian Church where he served 
as an elder. Survivors include his 
daughter-in-law, Marcia Tenison, 
and four grandchildren. 

Frank Wharton Gaines Jr., C’35, 
of Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., died 
on April 18, 2004. Gaines received 
his bachelor of laws from George 
Washington University School of 
Law in 1940. He began his legal 
career in the Antitrust Division of 
the U.S. Department of Justice 
under Thurman Arnold. In World 
War II, he was commissioned in 
the field as a second lieutenant in 
the 12th Army Air Corps and was 
assigned to the Judge Advocate 
General’s corps in Sienna, Italy. 
After military service, he returned 
to the Department of Justice. He 
left in 1948 to become litigating 
partner in the Washington, D.C., 
firm of Powell, Lear and Gaines. 
He retired in 1990 at the age of 
75. He was a member of the bars 
of the U.S. Supreme Court, the 

District of Columbia, and Pennsyl-
vania. Survivors include his wife, 
Betty Lou. 

Cyril Yancey, C’35, of Monroe, 
La., died on March 3, 2004. He 
attended Tulane Medical School 
and was an intern and resident 
in internal medicine at Char-
ity Hospital in New Orleans. He 
served in the U.S. Army Medical 
Corps in Europe during World 
War II, ending his military career 
as a major. He practiced internal 
medicine from 1947 to 1976 and 
was a member of Ouachita Parish 
Medical Society, Louisiana State 
Medical Society, American Medi-
cal Association, American Col-
lege of Physicians, and served as 
president of the Louisiana Heart 
Association. Survivors include his 
wife, Ellen. 

Benjamin Phillips, C’37, of 
Old Greenwich, Conn., died on 
February 29, 2004. He received his 
Ph.D. in 1941 from Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, Md. He 
enjoyed a long career as a chem-
ist in the research department 
of Union Carbide Corporation in 
Charleston, W.Va., advancing to 
become director of corporate re-
search at the Carbide Laboratory 
in Elmsford, N.y. He was awarded 
more than 100 U.S. patents and 23 
foreign patents before retiring in 
1973. Survivors include his wife, 
Marian. 

William Hand Woolverton, C’38, 
of Birmingham, Ala., died on April 
23, 2004. He received his law 
degree from the University of 
Alabama School of Law. In 1981, 
he retired from the law depart-
ment of United States Steel. He 
was a life-long member of First 
Presbyterian Church of Birming-
ham and a veteran of World War 
II. Survivors include his son, Wil-
liam Lester Woolverton, C’72. 

William “Bill” Putnam Ijams II, 
C’40, of Pompano Beach, Fla., 
died on May 9, 2004. Ijams served 
in the Army in World War II. In 
1946, he joined the Terre Haute 
First National Bank in Terre 

Haute, Ind. He was an active 
member of the Elks Club and the 
American Legion. His lifelong pas-
sions were auto racing and boat-
ing. With his first wife, Marge, he 
spent much time boating around 
the Virgin Islands, until her death 
in 1985. After marrying Mary 
Downey, he settled in Pompano 
Beach. Survivors include five 
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. 

James “Dan” Cotter Jr., C’41, of 
Biloxi, Miss., died on April 14, 
2004. Cotter received his master’s 
degree in 1949 from the University 
of California at Berkeley. He was a 
veteran of World War II, retiring as 
a colonel in the U.S. Air Force. Cot-
ter also taught in the public school 
system for 10 years. Survivors 
include his wife, Ruth, and his son 
and daughter-in-law, Mark and 
Suzanne Cotter, both C’84.

Alexander Robb, C’41, of West 
Columbia, S.C., died on May 4, 
2004. Robb was a member of 
Sigma Nu at Sewanee. He served 
as a sergeant in World War II. 
Robb worked for the insurance 
firm Seibels Bruce Group until 
retirement. Survivors include his 
daughter, Wylly Robb Stirling, 
C’77, and granddaughter, Jane 
Robb Stirling, C’97. 

edwin Herring, N’43, of Albu-
querque, N.M., died on March 8, 
2004. He attended Southwestern 
College in Memphis and the Navy 
V-12 program at Sewanee. He 
graduated from the University of 
Tennessee College of Medicine 
in 1948. After serving in the U.S. 
Navy as a senior medical officer, 
he trained in anatomic and clini-
cal pathology at the University of 
Tennessee and City of Memphis 
hospitals. In Albuquerque, he 
served as a pathologist at Van 
Atta Laboratory and as patholo-
gist and laboratory director at 
Presbyterian Hospital. Survivors 
include his wife of 54 years, Mary. 

John Wing Carlton Fox, C’47, of 
Huntsville, Ala., died on June 25, 
2003. 

Ray Averett Jr., C’49, of Birming-
ham, Ala., died on February 14, 
2004. He graduated from the 
Virginia Theological Seminary and 
was ordained deacon and priest 
in 1952. He served the dioceses 
of Alabama, Atlanta, Maryland, 
and Connecticut for 36 years. 
He served with the Department 
of Christian Education in the 
dioceses of Alabama and Atlanta, 
and was a member of the stand-
ing committee and an alternate 
deputy to the General Conven-
tion while in Maryland. Survivors 
include his wife, Nancy. 

James McDowell Baker Jr., C’50, 
of St. Petersburg, Fla., died on 
February 6, 2004. Baker was a 
member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
at North Carolina State University 
and a member of the golf team. In 
World War II, he served with the 
Navy occupation forces in Japan. 
In the Korean War, he served 
with the Marine Corps. He left the 
armed forces as a captain, going 
into business in St. Petersburg 
with his father-in-law and uncle, 
owners of Lester Bros. Furniture. 
He was president of the St. Pe-
tersburg Merchants’ Association, 
a member of the Rotary Club, and 
a parishioner at St. Peter’s Epis-
copal Cathedral. Survivors include 
his wife of 50 years, Patsy. 

Charles Joseph Dobbins, C’50, 
of Rockport, Tex., died on April 
18, 2004. He was a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon at Sewanee. 
A fourth-generation Episcopal 
priest, he attended the Virginia 
Theological Seminary. He served 
at numerous Texas churches, in-
cluding the Church of the Advent 
in Beaumont; Holy Trinity Church 
in Port Neches; the Church of 
the Epiphany in Houston; and the 
Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Corpus Christi, where he served 
for 25 years and was involved in 
numerous ministries. He was as-
sistant secretary of the House of 
Bishops of the Episcopal Church 
from 1967 to 1985. Survivors in-
clude his wife, Anne; son, the Rev. 
Burford C. Dobbins, C’84, T’03; and 
daughter, Debbie Dubois. 
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Lacy Rankin Harwell Sr., C’51, 
of St. Petersburg, Fla., died on 
March 15, 2004. Harwell served in 
the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. 
Naval Reserve. He retired in 1986 
as a captain, receiving the U.S. 
Naval Reserve American Defense 
Medal, Armed Forces Reserve 
Medal, and the U.S. Coast Guard 
Commendation Medal. He 
received a master of divinity from 
Princeton Theological Seminary, 
a diploma in postgraduate theo-
logical research at the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, and a master 
in sacred theology at Union 
Seminary, which he attended as 
a Danforth Fellow. He ministered 
to a congregation of Presbyteri-
ans and members of the United 
Church of Christ in Philadel-
phia, Penn., where he worked 
with street gangs and was an 
advocate for the poor. Then he 
moved to St. Petersburg, where 
for 25 years he served as senior 
pastor at Maximo Presbyterian 
Church. He established one of 
the first residential rehabilitation 
programs in Florida and was a 
strong supporter of public educa-
tion. Survivors include his wife of 
50 years, Margaret; his daughter, 
emily Harwell, C’86; and son, 
Randy Harwell.

John C. Fletcher, C’53, H’93, of 
Keswick, Va., died on May 27, 
2004. After graduating from the 
University with a bachelor’s 
degree in English, he completed 
a master’s degree in divinity from 
the Virginia Theological Semi-
nary in 1956. Later he obtained a 
doctorate in Christian ethics at 
Union Theological Seminary in 
New york. Fletcher was a found-
ing fellow of the Hastings Center 
and the founding president of the 
Interfaith Metropolitan Theo-
logical Seminary in Washington, 
D.C. He was the first chief of the 
Bioethics Program at the Clinical 
Center at the National Institutes 
of Health. He joined the faculty 
of the University of Virginia in 
1987; he was professor emeri-
tus of biomedical ethics at the 
university’s medical school at the 
time of his death. Fletcher wrote 

extensively about medical ethics, 
including Genetics and Ethics in 
a Global Perspective, which he 
co-authored with Dorothy Wertz. 
He received the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the Ameri-
can Society of Bioethics and 
Humanities in 2000. Of Fletcher’s 
work, Jim Peterman, professor of 
philosophy at Sewanee, writes: 
“He practically single-hand-
edly created medical ethics, and 
was the first to think about how 
medical ethics committees should 
function in hospitals. He trained 
and supported numerous medical 
ethicists, all practicing today and 
doing very important work.” 

Merritt Wikle Jr., A’51, C’56, of 
Huntsville, Ala., died on April 3, 
2004. He was a member of the 
Sigma Nu fraternity at Sewanee. 
He earned degrees from the 
Graduate School of Savings 
and Loan at Indiana University’s 
Graduate School of Business and 
the School for Executive Develop-
ment at the University of Georgia. 
After retiring as senior vice 
president from First American 
Federal, he worked part time for 
the Huntsville-Madison County 
Chamber of Commerce. Wikle re-
ceived recognition for volunteer-
ing with the Special Olympics, the 
young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion, and the Huntsville-Madison 
County Historical Society. Survi-
vors include his wife, Pam. 

Michael Woods, C’58, of Austin, 
Tex., died on March 11, 2004. 
He earned a master’s degree in 
English from the University of 
Texas and worked as an editor 
for several government agencies 
and, during the latter part of his 
life, in retail sales. He was an 
active artist, taking part in theatre 
productions in Austin, and writ-
ing poetry and prose. Survivors 
include a sister, brother, nieces, 
and nephews. 

Robert Sims Brown, C’61, of Co-
lumbia, S.C., died on May 15, 2004. 
At Sewanee, Brown lettered in 
track and held the state record for 
the 100-yard dash. After obtaining 

his law degree from the University 
of South Carolina, he practiced 
law in Columbia, S.C. Sims served 
on the board of Richland Memorial 
Hospital, various bank boards, as 
county attorney, and was ordained 
deacon at Eastminster Presbyteri-
an Church. He loved the beach and 
was an active member of the Paw-
leys Island Civic Association, serv-
ing as its president. He also served 
on the board of the Pawleys Island 
Chapel. Survivors include his wife 
of 44 years, Margaret. 

Roy Maurice “Scotty” Scott, 
C’74, of Knoxville, Tenn., died on 
April 23, 2004. Born in Memphis, 
Tenn., he attended law school at 
the University of Tennessee, but 
he made his career as a soft-
ware engineer for 28 years. He 
was a great-grandson of Bishop 
Gailor, one of the founders of the 
University. Survivors include his 
wife, Nansee, and sister, Gailor 
Hamsley. 

Gaston Cesar Raoul III, C’78, of 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn., died on 
March 11, 2004. Raoul was the 
president of Raoul Land and De-
velopment and an avid outdoors-
man. Survivors include his son, 
William G. Raoul II. 

Ben Stone, C’81, of Spartanburg, 
S.C., died on March 27, 2004, 
after a long struggle with kidney 
disease. Stone was a member of 
Kappa Alpha and the golf team 
at Sewanee. His service to the 
Spartanburg community included 
chairing the American Red Cross 
Retrofest, serving on the Board 
of Trustees of the Spartanburg 
Day School, and co-founding 
The Graffiti Project, a non-profit 
organization committed to beau-
tifying the city of Spartanburg. 
He cherished his friendships, 
never forgetting to send a card 
on a birthday or holiday. Though 
he had no children of his own, he 
was honored by five godchildren. 
His battle with kidney disease 
involved seven transplants and 
frequent trips to the hospital. But 
according to friends, he never 
lost his optimistic outlook. In 

1993, the South Carolina House of 
Representatives honored him with 
a resolution recognizing his cour-
age in the face of the debilitating 
disease, nephritis. In Spartanburg, 
December 14 is officially Ben 
Stone Day. Missy Turner, C’90, 
writes: “Ben loved Sewanee so 
very much and never missed a 
Sewanee function. He is a testa-
ment to what makes us special.” 
Survivors include his father, 
Marshall C. Stone Jr., A’45; sister, 
Elizabeth Stone Richardson; and 
niece, Caroline Richardson, C’06. 

Henry Winfield Smith, C’81, of Pel-
ham, Ala., died on April 22, 2004.  
Survivors include his brother, 
Greene Hampton Smith III, C’76. 

Weyland Thomas Joyner III, C’84, 
of Windsor, Va., died on March 20, 
2004. Survivors include his wife, 
Alva. 

Faculty, Staff, & Friends
Heelen Sitz Griswold, former 
Sewanee resident, died on March 
3, 2004, at her granddaughter’s 
estate in Ranger, Ga. She moved 
to Georgia after retiring from 40 
years of service to the University. 
Survivors include her son, George 
Lamar Griswold, and daughter, 
Breanna Bernal. 

Paul Wesley Mooney Sr., of 
Sewanee, died on March 23, 2004. 
He was 93. A veteran of the U.S. 
Army, he began his career at the 
University in 1946 as manager of 
the University Dairy, where he 
worked until it closed in 1969. He 
continued to work for the Uni-
versity until retiring in 1976. After 
retiring, he gardened and repaired 
small engines until the age of 
90. Survivors include his wife, 
Georgia; son, Paul Edwin Mooney; 
and granddaughters Sarah Davis, 
conference coordinator for the 
School of Theology Programs 
Center, and Deborah Gray. 
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A F t e R W O R d

On the Mountain
B y  T O N y  E A R L E y

Although I love Sewanee, I’m not 
among the innermost ring of the 
faithful. I don’t offer a tap of the 

car roof as a small gesture of prayer to 
my Sewanee angel every time I enter the 
Domain, and another tap, as I leave, to 
the ordinary, garden-variety guardian 
angel who watches over me in the world 
at large. I came to Anglicanism relatively 
late in life and retained much of my 
country Baptist suspicion of liturgic rit-
ual, and I’m troubled in general by the 
idea of a heaven where angels maintain 
university affiliations. (I’m a graduate 
of two universities and teach at a third. 
Under whose angelic jurisdiction would 
I fall at any given time? Because I hold a 
degree from the University of Alabama, 
should I fear the UT angels every time I 
drive through Knoxville?) No, I prefer 
that my angels be at least non-partisan, 
if not ecumenical. 

Despite the fact that I’m no roof-
tapper, I do, however, understand the 
emotional impulse behind the ritual. 
Every time I approach the gates of the 
Domain, from either within or without, 
I grow more conscious of the difference 
between the here in which I will shortly 
find myself and the there I’m leaving 
behind than I do at any of the other 
boundaries I routinely cross. At no other 
place do I experience so unambigu-
ously the deflation of sad departure than 
when, leaving the Mountain, I accelerate 
onto the Interstate heading downhill 
and away. 

I’m not alone in that regard.
While the physical boundaries of 

Sewanee are easily located, the bound-

aries of the emotional landscapes it 
inspires among its denizens stretch for 
distances wildly disproportionate to 
the size of the place itself. Perhaps this 
has something to do with the fact that 
Sewanee lies at the top of a mountain 
— well, all right, a plateau — and that 
mountains, in most Eastern and Western 
cultures, have long loomed in the col-
lective unconscious as the places where 
one climbs away from the familiar world 
to face something greater than oneself. 
One never climbs a mountain without 
some effort (my wife, Sarah, and I once 
overheated and destroyed the engine 
of a Ford Taurus while climbing the 
mountain toward Sewanee) and, when 
one finally reaches the top, one ex-
pects to, if not receive the word of God 
carved into stone, then at least think 
bigger than normal thoughts, thoughts 
untainted by the petty and mundane 
concerns left behind in the heavier air 
of the valley. I never fail to gain at least 
a little perspective when looking down 
at the world from Green’s view, or from 
the Cross, because everything below, at 
least everything of human manufacture, 
seems so, well, small.

I passed through Sewanee for the 
first time, with a friend, around 1985 
or so, late one evening during the sum-

mer holiday, when the place was largely 
deserted. We stopped and entered All 
Saints’ Chapel, where the sheer, Gothic 
emptiness of the sanctuary seemed 
to manifest the listening presence of 
God. Even our most respectful whispers 
seemed too loud, almost profane, in that 
great waiting silence. I considered myself 
an agnostic at the time, and, just to prove 
that I wasn’t afraid of any supposed su-
pernatural presence, climbed into the 
pulpit and said a few words. Just what I 
said, I’ve long since forgotten, but I’m 
sure it was something I thought funny, 
something boastful and loud, the male, 
twenty-something equivalent of “come 
out Boo Radley.” When the thin, incon-
sequential sound of my own voice roared 
back to me, amplified by that awful still-
ness, I scurried down from the pulpit 
and out the door as quickly as my dignity 
would allow. Intellectually, I told myself 
that traditional church architecture, 
particularly when realized in stone, is 
designed to manipulate our perception 
of scale so we feel inconsequential upon 
entering a church; that our subconscious 
mind then manufactures something 
that feels divine and ineffable to fill 
that psychic void. Deep down, however, 
I wasn’t sure I believed it. I felt as if a 
wrathful God had chased me, with some 
justification, out of All Saints’, and the 
experience made me angry, as all even 
remotely religious experiences did at the 
time. I didn’t feel better until my friend 
and I had passed through the gates and 
started down the Mountain toward the 
safety of secular Alabama. 

A dozen years later, on a gray, cold 
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day in January, I 
moved to Sewanee 
with Sarah. I had 
been temporar-
i l y  a n o i n t e d 
Tennessee Wil-
l i ams  vi s i t ing 
Wri te r  a t  the 
University of the 
South ,  a  t i t le 
whose regal sound 
and considerable 
length pleased me 
almost as much as 
the prospect of 
five months’ steady pay. Although we 
wouldn’t receive my first paycheck until 
the end of the month, the prospect of that 
check’s arrival made us giddy. (We ar-
rived at Sewanee with four dollars in our 
checking account.) After we unpacked, 
we checked the expiration date on our 
credit card, bundled up and drove to the 
Super Wal-Mart in Winchester, where 
we filled a grocery cart to overflowing 
with everything we saw that looked good 
to eat.

When we left the store with our boun-
ty, we walked slack-jawed into what was, 
for Middle Tennessee, an extraordinarily 
heavy snowfall. In less than an hour, our 
car had been transformed into a Honda-
shaped hump of snow. By the time we 
reached the foot of the Mountain, four 
deepening inches covered the highway; 
our car began to slip the moment the 
incline tilted upward. Only a handful of 
vehicles had climbed the Mountain be-
fore us and, even driving in their tracks, 
I couldn’t find a moment’s traction. Less 

than a mile up the side of the Mountain, 
the car was spinning wildly; the engine 
wailed in despair. I was drenched in flop 
sweat, but knew that if I stopped to take 
off my coat and sweater we would never 
get started again. “This is pretty,” Sarah 
said, leaning forward and looking past 
me toward the valley.

I wanted to glower at her but couldn’t 
take my eyes off the road. “We’re 
not going to make it,” I said. “We’re 
screwed.”

“Really?”
“Really.” We were facing a hike of 

I don’t know how many miles up the 
side of a mountain through heavy snow, 
neither of us wearing boots, carrying 
between us a dozen bags of groceries. I 
was reminded of the Scott expedition, 
except we had more food. “If you don’t 
want to walk, you better say a prayer.”

“Lord Jesus,” Sarah said, “please let 
us get safely to the top of this mountain. 
Amen. Why don’t you say one?”

“Because I’m driving the car.”

“Exactly,” said 
Sarah.

“Please God,” I 
said. “Let us get to 
the top of this moun-
tain.”

The believer in 
me says that we made 
it  home because 
God answered our 
prayers; the skeptic 
says we would have 
made it home any-
way. how I choose to 
interpret this story 

depends largely on my mood at the time 
of its telling. Some days a benevolent 
God delivers us through the snow; other 
days Sarah and I are delivered by my 
extraordinary driving ability. When we 
turned off of the highway onto Universi-
ty Avenue, the car climbed easily toward 
campus. on campus, I don’t think I had 
ever seen anything more beautiful than 
the old, stone buildings, their yards 
blanketed with pristine snow. The deep 
green of the pine trees and the bright 
colors of the ski jackets worn by the 
students struck me as extravagant gifts. 
All Saints’ as we passed looked ancient 
and eternal, and that day, at least, I was 
quite sure that God lived there. 

Tony Earley was a Tennessee Williams Fel-
low at Sewanee in 1997 and has served on 
the faculty of the Sewanee Writers’ Confer-
ence. An acclaimed short story writer whose 
books include Jim the Boy and Here We 
Are in Paradise, he teaches at Vanderbilt 
University. 



735 UNIvERSITY AvENUE
SEWANEE, TN 37383-1000

www.sewanee.edu

NoN-PRoFIT
oRGANIZATIoN

US PoSTAGE
PAID

PERMIT No 777
NAShvILLE TN

Something to celebrate!
Many thanks to all who gave to the 2004 Sewanee Fund. You stand beside dedicated faculty and eager students 

as they learn and study on the Mountain.

The 2005 Sewanee Fund, now underway, ends on June 30, 2005. Call 800.367.1179 or visit www.

sewaneeonline.com to continue your vital partnership.

Submit your class news to classnotes@sewanee.edu or write to the Office of University Relations, 735 University Ave., Sewanee, TN 37383-1000. 
Next issue: Winter 2004–05; deadline: November 1. 


