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vice chancellor’s corner

Dear Alumni and Friends,

Media analysis after the 2004 national election has shown that a large majority of American col-
lege and university faculty members voted for the Democratic candidate for President, and many 
reviews of Tom Wolfe’s new novel, I Am Charlotte Simmons, have focused on Wolfe’s characterization 
of faculty at elite American universities as intolerant and disdainful of conservative views. 

Several Sewanee alums have written me to ask how Sewanee stacks up in this regard, and I 
have shared with them my impression that Sewanee’s faculty and student body cover quite a wide 
range of political and social views. Both liberal and conservative views are represented here, with 
a lot of folks in between on many issues. My sense is that the student body is on average more 
conservative than the faculty, but with a great deal of overlap between the two groups, and the 
strong value that is placed on courtesy and civility at Sewanee makes the kind of disdain that has 
been reported nationally quite rare here. We do not focus on political views in hiring, retention, 
or promotion decisions, and there is quite a range in political activity, with some faculty, staff, 
and students actively and visibly engaged, and many who are quiet about their political views. 

In its 2003 report, the School of Theology Visiting Committee urged that we at Sewanee 
need to engage in radical hospitality: welcoming graciously people of widely differing backgrounds 
and views and being intensely hospitable to all. This advice is not easy to follow. As recent 
developments in both the worldwide Anglican Communion and the American political scene 
remind us all too well, we human beings are prone more to angry denunciation of those with 
whom we disagree than to hospitably welcoming and listening to them. 

Even so, this notion of radical hospitality is an important prescription that will serve us well 
as Sewanee is called to provide the benefits of a university, where people who disagree strongly 
can listen and think together with courtesy and grace. Radical hospitality is already practiced 
here by many, including Mrs. Trink Beasley, the irrepressible retired missionary who lives on 
South Carolina Avenue, just down from All Saints’ Chapel, and hosts students, faculty, staff, 
and other guests with legendary warmth and generosity. 

When one of my early mentors, University of Tennessee President Edward Boling, was asked 
how to handle a militant foe, he responded, “We need to remember to love our enemies.” 
Someone said, “Ed, I wouldn’t have thought you would see this from such a religious angle.” 
Dr. Boling responded, “I learned that rule at least as much in working with the Tennessee 
Legislature as I did in Church. It is really very practical. If you treat people right, an enemy on 
one hot issue will be your friend on a different one.”

Another example that speaks especially to me is that of my mother, who for the last third 
of her long life gave over a spare room in her house to host visiting scientists who came to do 
research at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. Until just before she died last spring at age 96, she 
kept up a steady correspondence with many of those scientists around the world. Some annoyed 
her, and she annoyed some of them. Most had very different beliefs and customs from hers, 
but she almost always found a way to welcome them and start a lasting friendship.  

We have much to do on the Mountain: teaching, learning, living together, continuing to form 
the University of the South that will serve us and generations that will follow. I hope that in all 
of that, we will be able to remember and follow the School of Theology Visiting Committee’s 
wise counsel of radical hospitality. 

Ecce quam bonum . . .
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viewpoints

write to usWe welcome letters. The editor reserves the right to determine 
the suitability of letters for publication and to edit them for ac-
curacy and length. Letters should refer to material published in 
the magazine and include the writer’s full name, address, and 
telephone number.

Write to: Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine, Office of Commu-
nications, 735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
E-mail: lbarlame@sewanee.edu

write to us

The Survey Says …

Many of you received an e-mail from me 
in late August with a request to complete 
a survey of your opinions and interests in 
Sewanee magazine. 

First of all, thank you for your tre-
mendous response — more than 1,400 
individuals completed the survey. As you 
might expect of the Sewanee community, 
those who responded were a diverse and 
involved group. They were college and the-

ology alumni, donors, parents of alumni and of current students, 
regents and trustees, spouses of alumni, and Sewanee Academy 
and Military Academy alumni. They represented 48 states and 
14 foreign countries. And they were a well-educated bunch — 95 
percent hold bachelor’s, 35 percent master’s, and 20 percent 
doctoral degrees. 

I am also grateful for your support of Sewanee magazine. More 
than 90 percent gave a rating of “excellent” or “good” to the quality 
of the writing, overall design, typography, photography, and ease 
of locating articles, while more than 80 percent rated our choice 
of subjects similarly. You’ll notice that in this issue we have made 
some changes in the typography and header styles, and I hope 
they prove even easier to read and more attractive to the eye. They 
also bring the magazine in line with the University’s new uniform 
graphic identity.

In addition, I learned that Sewanee magazine is, indeed, an im-
portant information source about the University for you. Nearly 
all respondents said that the magazine helps them feel connected 
to Sewanee, that they look forward to receiving it, and that they 
perceive its contents to be credible. More than 90 percent of alumni 
affirmed that the magazine makes them proud to be an alum.

In regard to the types of articles and topics that interest you 
most, a few clear winners emerged: class notes, alumni profiles, 
and University history. Whereas the first two are the bread and 
butter of every magazine of this ilk, the high degree of interest in 
the University’s history strikes me as a unique characteristic of the 
Sewanee readership. Also highly rated were campus controversies, 
opinion pieces, environmental issues, the arts, student life, teach-
ing, and research. 

Fortunately, this issue’s cover article on the Navy programs at 
Sewanee during World War II was in the works even before I con-
ducted the survey. With a sesquicentennial history of the University 
underway as well (see page 6), the time is auspicious for more of 
these types of articles. 

Thank you once again for your great response to the survey, 
which will guide editorial choices in the future. Remember that I 
always welcome your comments and suggestions. 

— Laura Barlament, Editor

Letters

Family Ties Continued

I remember reading about another family or two who had con-
nections with all or most of the Sewanee institutions, so I thought 
I would add us to the list. I came to Sewanee in fall 1986 to attend 
the School of Theology. I graduated in 1989 with an M.Div. My 
second daughter, Amanda, graduated from Sewanee in 1988. Her 
father, Hugh Banks, graduated from Sewanee Military Academy 
in 1960. One of our daughters, Hosanna, finished high school at 
St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School; another, Clare, attended Sewanee 
Elementary and St. Andrew’s-Sewanee. 

DIANE BANkS, T’89
Nashville, Tennessee

An Unfair Critique?

The recent issue [Summer 2004] is disappointing. “The Politics 
of Repentance” under the heading “Theologia” was political, 
prejudicial, and offensive. The author used his university position 
and title to espouse his personal political views under the guise of 
authority. He undoubtedly has had no contact with our military and 
missionary personnel serving in Iraq. Statements like “atrocities 
committed by American constabulary” and criticizing the President 
for “declaring that our country’s people, values, and intentions are 
unreservedly ‘good’” are his personal bias and are a disservice to 
those serving in Iraq.

WYLENE B. GRAHAM
Bradenton, Florida

Editor’s Note: “The Politics of Repentance” was an opinion piece 
that reflected the views of Bill Danaher, a member of the faculty 
of Sewanee’s School of Theology, on the presidential candidates’ 
religious rhetoric. It does not necessarily reflect the views of the 
University, its administration, or the Sewanee magazine staff. The 
University is a place where diverse ideas and opinions are actively 
debated and examined. Sewanee magazine strives to reflect this intel-
lectual environment. 
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on the mountainon the Mountain

Cornel West speaks at 
Sewanee about ‘America’s 
most difficult dilemma’

“What a blessing to be in historic Sewanee 
— a very special place, indeed,” boomed 
Cornel West, as a near-capacity crowd in 
Guerry Auditorium applauded for the 
beginning of his lecture on November 4. 

West, who is the Class of 1943 University 
Professor of Religion at Princeton Univer-
sity, was the featured speaker in the “How, 
Then, Shall We Live?” (HTSWL) lecture-
discussion series in fall 2004. More than 
an academic, West is well-known as a public 
intellectual. His 1993 book, Race Matters, 
became a best-seller, and he has even is-
sued hip-hop recordings and appeared in 
The Matrix movie series. 

He praised Sewanee’s liberal arts tradi-
tion as “helping constitute the glue that 
holds America together,” reflected on the 
importance of The Sewanee Review in teaching 
him about “the life of the mind,” and hon-
ored Tennessee Williams, whom he called a 
“white literary bluesman” and whose work 
he quoted frequently during his lecture. 

Titling his lecture “Race Matters: The 
Call to Social Responsibility,” West en-
joined his Sewanee audience to “wrestle 
together with … America’s most diffi-
cult dilemma — race, the legacy of white 
supremacy especially, [and] all forms of 
bigotry that lose sight of the humanity of 

each and every one of us.” 
His call incorporated three 
basic elements: the Socratic 
dictum that “the life which 
is unexamined is not worth 
living”; the Jewish tradi-
tion of prophetic witness, 
which calls for justice for 
oppressed peoples; and the 
Christian ethic of love for 
one’s neighbor. 

In reference to the ter-
rorist attacks of September 
11, 2001, he said that all 
Americans came to share a 
sense of insecurity that has 
long been held by African 
Americans. “Now that the 

nation has the blues, it might be time to 
learn something from the blues people,” 
he said, defining the “blues” attitude as 
“tragicomic hope in the face of a world 
overwhelmed by misery.” 

HTSWL was founded in 1999 to provide 
a context for a community-wide discus-
sion of large questions of meaning and 
value. The series is underwritten through 
2005 by the Lilly Endowment through the 
University’s Lilly Theological Exploration 
of Vocation Program.

For more information about the se-
ries or to view West’s lecture, visit <www.
sewanee.edu/blog/htswl/>.

Actor, civil rights 
leader, clergyman, 
and historian 
honored on 
Founders’ Day

Actor Sam Waterston, who 
portrays District Attorney 
Jack McCoy on the televi-
sion series Law & Order, and 
Odessa Woolfolk, founding 
president of the Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute, are 
among the newest alumni of 
the University of the South. 
The pair, along with the 
Right Rev. Samuel Johnson 

Howard, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Florida, and kenneth Jackson, for-
mer director of the New York Historical 
Society, were awarded honorary degrees 
during Founders’ Day Convocation on 
October 12.

Sam Waterston has starred in film, on 
television, and on stage, earning critical 
acclaim and many awards. He is president 
of the Episcopal Actors’ Guild of America, 
a fraternal and charitable organization. 

Odessa Woolfolk is a founder and presi-
dent emerita of the Board of Directors of 
the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. 
Woolfolk was a teacher at Ullman High 
School during the 1960s and active in the 
civil rights movement.

Samuel Johnson Howard was conse-
crated the eighth bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Florida in January 2004. He 
served as vicar of Trinity Church in New 
York City from 1997 until he was called to 
the Diocese of Florida.

kenneth T. Jackson is the Jacques Bar-
zun Professor of History and the Social 
Sciences and director of the Herbert H. 
Lehman Center for the Study of American 
History at Columbia University.

For more information about Sewanee’s 
newest alumni, visit <http://sewaneeto-
day.sewanee.edu/2002homenews/11729.
html>. See pages 46–  47 for the Founders’ 
Day oration by Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte, 
C’55, H’90.

Sam Waterston, H’04, signs an autograph for Laura Harpool, C’08.



University sesquicentennial 
history in the works

In anticipation of the University’s ses-
quicentennial in 2007 –08, the Board of 
Regents and Vice Chancellor Cunning-
ham have appointed Samuel Williamson, 
professor of history and vice chancellor 
emeritus; Gerald Smith, professor of re-
ligion; and Bertram Wyatt-Brown, C’53, 
H’85, professor of history at the University 
of Florida, as general editors of a history of 
Sewanee’s first 150 years. 

What the editors envision, however, is 
not a standard institutional history. “It’s 
going to be a unique kind of history because 
it will combine a narrative linkage across the 
whole book with in-depth essays on certain 
topics,” says Williamson. 

A range of individuals will contribute the 
essays. As of late October, the contributors 
included Bran Potter, Snowden Professor of 
Geology; George Core, editor of The Sewanee 
Review; John Willis, professor of history; 
Waring McCrady, C’59, professor of French 
emeritus; Donald Armentrout, professor 
of church history and historical theology; 
and Hope Baggenstoss, former University 
treasurer. Topics will include Sewanee’s 
finances, seminary, Domain, literary 
heritage, and the University’s pre-Civil War 
founding and post-Civil War revival. 

Students have become involved in the 
project as well. For a course on University 
history that Williamson taught during the 
2004 Easter term, 10 students researched 
and wrote on topics ranging from Sewanee 
in the Southeastern Conference, to the 
Navy V-12 program during World War II, to 
student pranks. These papers will provide 
a point of departure for research for the 
sesquicentennial volume. 

According to Williamson, the project 
has two other goals besides producing a 
book: to gather memories of Sewanee 
history and additional materials for the 
University Archives, and to highlight areas 
where further research is needed. 

Already, issues of Sewanee have sought 
contributions from alumni and friends 
about anecdotes from the past. Now, a 

special e-mail address has been established 
where students, alumni, and friends of the 
University can send their contributions: 
<history@sewanee.edu>. 

The history project will be a part of the 
University’s overall sesquicentennial cel-
ebration, which will start on July 4, 2007, 
the anniversary of the first meeting of the 
Board of Trustees. The editors expect to 
have the history project completed in time 
for Founders’ Day, October 2007.

Getty funds preservation 
efforts

Thanks to a campus heritage grant from the 
Getty Trust, students and faculty from Se-
wanee’s Preservation Program have begun 
inventorying and evaluating the full array of 
the Domain’s historic buildings, sites, and 
landscapes and developing a conservation 

plan for the management and preservation 
of the resources. 

Sewanee’s 10,000-acre Domain en-
compasses a rich array of historic resources, 
including Collegiate Gothic academic 
buildings built of native sandstone by lo-
cal stonemasons; an eclectic community 
of Victorian, “Sewanee stone,” and other 
historic structures, including the town of 
Sewanee and the historic University Farm; 
sites representing the entire development 
of Native American culture, beginning 
before 12,000 B.C.; a Civil War battlefield 
and occupation site; and the cornerstone, 
buildings, and other features installed in 
a planned landscape for the founding and 
1860 dedication of the University. 

A database and geographic information 
system will allow the University to routinely 
use the plan in its maintenance, operations, 
and development planning and activities. 

With a new roofline in place, the $7.8 million Gailor Hall renovation project is visibly taking shape. Fund-
raising is still underway for this project, which is transforming the erstwhile dining hall and dorm into a home 
for literature and language programs by fall 2005.
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on the mountainon the Mountain

Anthropologist-dean brings 
a fresh perspective to the 
Mountain

A graduate of large public universities, Rita 
kipp is nevertheless a natural fit for a small 
liberal arts institution like Sewanee, which 
she joined last summer to serve as the dean 
of the college. 

kipp transferred to the University of 
Oklahoma after two years at a community 
college in her hometown of Wilburton, 
Oklahoma. Choosing a major was 
difficult because her interests were 
so broad, ranging from psychology 
to art history to languages. Based 
strictly upon the course descrip-
tions, she chose anthropology. “It 
was as if somebody had come up 
with a name for my interests, which I 
thought were just mine,” she says.

In graduate school at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, she met her 
husband, Richard, a fellow anthro-
pologist and an alumnus of Williams 
College. She studied Christian 
missions among the Batak people 
in one of the world’s most diverse 
nations, Indonesia. After the kipps 
completed their doctoral work, they 
sought teaching jobs at liberal arts 
colleges, landing a joint position at 
kenyon. Richard eventually decided 
to change careers, but Rita contin-
ued to teach at kenyon for the next 
27 years. 

Her teaching received a sig-
nificant boost when she discovered 
“active learning pedagogy.” 

“It just saved me as a teacher,” she 
says. “Instead of standing up there at 
center stage the whole time, I began 
to conceive of myself as somebody who 
makes things happen in the classroom.” She 
structured her classes around assignments 
that required the students to become active 
learners: in-class writing, group projects, 
problem-solving, and presentations. 

Three years ago, she started looking for a 
new challenge. Her first step was to leave the 
classroom and became associate provost at 

kenyon. But she still wasn’t satisfied. “I just 
needed a bigger job, is what it came down 
to,” she says. She found one at Sewanee.  

As Sewanee’s dean, she has started tack-
ling some big projects, such as a review of 
the curriculum mandated in the strategic 
plan. The focus is on Sewanee’s distribu-
tion requirements, those core courses 
that expose students to the full range of 
liberal arts disciplines. “My goal would be 
to develop a set of requirements so that 
the logic of them is obvious to people,” she 

says. “That would help the students who are 
here now to understand why they take the 
courses they do, but it would also help us to 
present Sewanee to the outside world and 
say, ‘This is what we are about, this is what 
we are trying to achieve.’”

As she goes about her work, she finds 
herself drawing on her anthropological 
skills. “It’s a small community, but it’s a 

complex one, and I’m beginning to find 
my way in it,” she says. “When anthro-
pologists do fieldwork, the term for that 
is ‘participant observation.’ You’re par-
ticipating in some scene, but you’re doing 
so as an observer trying to understand it. 
Especially this first year I’m feeling like an 
anthropologist.” 

Her observations so far include many 
strengths as well as ways in which the Uni-
versity can improve:

location: “Sewanee’s incredibly 
beautiful location, its kind of pris-
tine isolation, really, is partly a prod-
uct of its having all this land. That is 
a great resource. … kenyon prob-
ably started out with as much land 
as Sewanee has now, and through 
the years sold it off piece by piece 
to pay the bills. About half a dozen 
years ago, people started to realize 
that the college was being quickly 
encroached upon by development. 
So they formed a corporation to 
buy land back. Sewanee has been 
smart to keep its property as a kind 
of buffer.” 

liberal arts: “The commitment to 
the liberal arts is a strength. Sewanee 
has stayed pretty close to that vision. 
… I explain the value of [a liberal 
arts education] as giving you a set of 
communication skills, both speaking 
and writing, and the skills to read 
material critically and analyze what 
you read in a new way. Those are very 
general kinds of skills that allow you 
to adapt as the world changes.”  

Faculty: “Sewanee has an incredibly 
strong faculty, and a faculty that is amazingly 
dedicated to teaching.” 

Church: “That’s one of the main dif-
ferences between kenyon and Sewanee. 
kenyon’s Episcopal tradition is worn very 
lightly these days. … I think one thing [that 
Sewanee’s connection to the Church] does 
is make it okay to talk about religion and 
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increased patrol-
ling, boundary 
line maintenance, 
and signage.

The challenges 
he faces here are 
much different 
than those he saw 
at the coal compa-
ny, where he worked to bring a 32,000-acre 
forest under a system of management and 
control, while diversifying land use and 
generating income. Here, by contrast, the 
forest yields “non-consumptive benefits,” 
ranging from recreation to research and 
study. “At the same time, it is reasonable 
to expect the Domain forest to generate 
income through limited timber harvest-
ing, when compatible with the University’s 
educational mission,” says Winslow. 

Winslow acknowledges this is a delicate 
balance. “The Domain manager’s most im-
portant function is to serve the University’s 
educational mission by managing the Do-
main in such a way that it is accessible to all 
interests within the community,” he says. 
“This means recognizing that there will be 
conflicts between competing land uses, as 
there always are in natural-resource man-
agement, and working with all interested 
parties to reach a solution.”

Kudos for David Gelinas

David Gelinas, di-
rector of financial 
aid, received the 
2004-05 South-
ern Regional Lead-
ership Award from 
the National As-
sociation of Stu-
dent Financial Aid 
Administrators 
(NASFAA). This award honors high integ-
rity and character, creative leadership, and 
outstanding contributions at the regional 
and state levels. A Sewanee staff member 
since 1986, Gelinas is currently serving as 
chairman-elect of the NASFAA board of 
directors.

spirituality within a frame of education, 
whereas those topics are almost taboo in 
the academy otherwise. There is room for 
spirituality, spiritual growth; I think that is 
part of being a whole person.” 

alumni: “It’s been gratifying to see the 
effect that Sewanee has had on alums. The 
alums that I’ve met have a great attachment 
to this place, have made friends here that 
last a long time. It’s wonderful to walk into 
a community like that.” 

national recognition: “I’d like to see 
Sewanee with a higher national profile, and 
attracting more students from all across the 
country and international students as well. 
… I think the larger the scope of our reach, 
the more we will be a diverse community, 
and the more selective we can become. It 
doesn’t make any sense anymore to restrict 
Sewanee to a pool that’s mostly drawn from 
the South.” 

Hamico Foundation expands 
Guerry family scholarship 

In fall 2004, Ryan Barry of Sewanee, Ten-
nessee, became the first Guerry Scholar 
at the University of the South. An out-
standing student and star athlete at St. 
Andrews–Sewanee, Barry earned honors 
in several academic areas. “Ryan is just a 
great example of the kind of person who 
is the ideal Guerry Scholar,” noted David 
Lesesne, dean of admission. 

In October, the Hamico Foundation 
expanded the scope of the Guerry Family 
Scholarship with an additional commit-
ment of $150,000. This endowed fund will 
help Sewanee recruit outstanding students 
such as Ryan Barry for years to come. 

Nielsen gift to modernize 
Johnson Hall

A commitment by kate and Claude, C’73, 
Nielsen of Birmingham, Alabama, will 
make it possible to enhance the quality of 
life for residents of Johnson Hall. kate 
Nielsen is a member of the Johnson fam-

ily, which provided the original funds to 
construct the residence hall on University 
Avenue in the 1920s. The Nielsens wished 
to restore and preserve Johnson Hall, as 
well as provide students with modern con-
veniences and current technology. 

“We are deeply grateful to the Nielsen 
family for this commitment,” noted Rob 
Pearigen, C’76, dean of students. “Se-
wanee’s residential life program is central 
to achieving our educational mission. 
Johnson Hall has long been an important 
part of Sewanee residential life, and we 
are delighted that it will now be fitted for 
many more years of service to Sewanee 
students.”

The Nielsens’ son, Claude, graduated 
from the University in 2004; their daugh-
ter, katherine, is a senior.

Balancing competing 
interests is key to Domain 
management, says Winslow

“If I were to deliver a ‘State of the University 
Domain’ message,” says Domain Manager 
Richard Winslow, C’66, “it would be very 
positive.”

An erstwhile English and forestry double 
major at Sewanee, Winslow started his 
service as Domain manager last summer, 
succeeding Joe Burckle, who left to become 
a forest conservation manager for Mont-
gomery County, Maryland. Previously, 
Winslow spent nearly 20 years as forestry 
manager for Tennessee Consolidated Coal 
Company, followed by several years of run-
ning his own business, Winslow Forestry 
and Land Services, and real estate work. He 
holds a master’s degree from the University 
of Florida.

What’s the basis for Winslow’s positive 
assessment of the Domain? “Most of the 
information and research necessary to 
manage a large forest holding success-
fully is in place,” he says. “There are no 
boundary or ownership disputes that I 
am aware of, and timber trespass has not 
been a problem.” Areas of concern include 
poaching and unauthorized use of off-road 
vehicles, which are being addressed through 
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Walls of Jericho natural area 
near Sewanee reopened to 
the public

This past fall, the Sewanee Outing Pro-
gram sponsored its first trip to the Walls of 
Jericho since this locally renowned natural 
area was opened to the public by the Nature 
Conservancy’s Tennessee and Alabama 
chapters in late August 2004.

The second edition of the popular guide 
Under the Sun at Sewanee described the Walls of 
Jericho as “a unique geological formation 
featuring 150–200 foot vertical cherty 
limestone walls rising above a creek that 
flows over alternating small falls, pools, and 
smooth bottoms. Near the top the walls are 
very close together and the canyon is a stark, 
striking U-shaped limestone amphitheater 
with several levels ending in a fifty-foot 
deep sinkhole into which the creek flows 
during wet weather.” 

Those words were published in 1978, 
the year after the death of owner Harry Lee 
Carter, a Texas oil baron who purchased 
60,000 acres including the Walls of Jericho 
in the 1940s. Carter had allowed the public 
to visit the Walls of Jericho, but the property 

was officially closed after his death.
Today, more than 20,000 acres in 

Franklin County, Tennessee, and Jackson 
County, Alabama, are open to the public 
for hiking and horseback riding. 

As a geology major, SOP student leader 
kevin Hobbs, C’06, says he got interested 
in visiting the site after reading about its 
reopening in the newspaper in Birming-
ham, Alabama, his hometown. He co-led 
the SOP trip there. “I was quite impressed,” 
he says. “It’s like the smaller canyons out 
West, but it’s right here in our own back 
yard.” He notes that the headwaters of Paint 
Rock Creek are located there, an important 
watershed that is home to mussel species 
unique to that body of water. 

According to SOP Director John Ben-
son, the Nature Conservancy has built a 
well-marked, though strenuous, three-
mile trail from a parking lot on Highway 
16, just one mile past the Alabama state 
line. Visitors should also be aware that after 
heavy rains the canyon is accessible only by 
wading through high water.

For more information about the Walls 
of Jericho and driving directions, visit 
<http://nature.org>. 

Snowden Hall renovation 
project gains momentum

A lead gift of $1 mil-
lion from Robert 
G. Snowden, C’40, 
H’76, has launched 
an effort to ex-
pand and enhance 
Snowden Hal l , 
home of forestry 
and geology pro-
grams, which also 
contribute heavily to 
Sewanee’s interdisciplinary environmental 
studies program.

The gift is by no means the first from 
the Snowden family, which has sus-
tained Sewanee for generations. The 
Snowdens were instrumental in creating  
Emerald-Hodgson Hospital, and the for-
estry building bears the family name. In 
1986, Bob Snowden gave a gift of 43 acres 
of land, just below Green’s View, in memory 
of his father, John Bayard Snowden Sr., 
A’1899, C’1903, former trustee and regent. 
John Snowden himself endowed the Annie 
B. Snowden Chair of Forestry in memory 
of his mother in 1923; and the John Bayard 
Snowden Memorial Scholarship, a need-
based scholarship in forestry was established 
by John’s will.

Bob Snowden majored in physics and 
mathematics and was a gownsman as well 
as president of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. Now 
semi-retired, Snowden was president of 
Colliers Wilkinson & Snowden Inc. of 
Memphis, a real-estate company he co-
founded with the late Russell Wilkinson 
in 1946. The company manages more 
than five million square feet of warehouse 
space and numerous office and commercial 
spaces. Snowden is former director of the 
National Bank of Commerce, Mid-South 
Tile Company, and National Commerce 
Bancorporation, and vice president of 
Airport Industrial Properties Inc. He is 
an honorary lifetime board member of the 
Memphis Zoological Society and Memphis 
University School.
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At the Walls of Jericho, a waterfall pours from the cliff and swirls over rock pools. Photo by Byron Jorjorian. 
See more at <www.naturephotocentral.com>.
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Gailor Hall project honors 
Professor Cocke

About 10 years ago, Professor Willie Cocke, 
C’51, was called on to say a few words about 
a new plaque in Walsh-Ellett Hall honor-
ing those who had made contributions of 
$1 million or more to the University. “For 
on this wall are the names of those who 
made the dreams of the future become the 

remembrance of times past,” Cocke told 
his audience.

Scott Probasco and Grover Maxwell, 
both Class of 1977, have taken this concept 
full circle. A few months ago, Maxwell and 
Probasco decided to honor their friend 
and teacher Willie Cocke by making a 
lead gift to the Gailor restoration project 
in his honor. When the newly renovated 
Gailor Hall opens in 2005, a reminder of 
Cocke’s teaching will be cast in bronze on 
a prominent door. The William T. Cocke 
III Classroom will be an important part of 
a restored Gailor Hall, a new home for the 
study of language and literature.

The Cocke Classroom will be adjacent to 
the Stamler Center for Letters on the first 
floor of Gailor, Sewanee hopes to honor 
other distinguished professors through 
similar gifts. Elise and John, C’73, Spain-
hour are leading a fund-raising effort to 
remember William Bonds, a classics pro-
fessor who died in 2002, and the reunion 

The University broke ground for the Nabit Studio Art Building during Homecoming weekend in October 2004. Shown here is the architectural rendering by Penta 
Studio’s Tony Winters, C’76, who is designing the facility, located at Georgia Avenue and Kennerly Road. A financial commitment in 2003 from Chuck, C’77, and Mary 
Kay Nabit got the ball rolling; since then, fellow Class of 1977 members Ginny and Jeff Runge and Dan Rather, C’85, have made additional gifts to the project. 

project for the Class of 1954 is to raise funds 
to name a classroom after Abbott Cotten 
Martin, late professor of English and cre-
ator of Abbo’s Alley ravine garden. 

“Gailor is going to be a wonderful new 
home for literature, and I am glad Willie is 
going to be part of it,” said Maxwell. “I’ve 
considered him a good friend — both when 
I was a student and since I graduated,” Pro-
basco added. “He was a great scholar and a 
true gentleman.”

“I am very flattered,” Cocke said. “Gro-
ver and Scott were two very good students 
and two very good friends, both inside 
and outside the classroom. I am pleased 
to be honored, especially by two such good 
friends.”

In remembering golden hours when 
the elegant dance of Shakespearean blank 
verse came alive in the teaching of Willie 
Cocke, Probasco and Maxwell also have 
remembered the future, placing tools in 
the hands of today’s professoriate. 
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S oon after the United States entered World War II, the U.S. Navy had a problem. While 
American industry ramped up to produce ships and planes in the huge quantities needed 
for the war effort, the Navy had no way to train officers in the large numbers needed to 

man them. 
Meanwhile, many colleges and universities had problems of their own. With the draft age 

lowered to 18, many of the young men who would have otherwise planned to start college were 
entering the armed forces. Schools were also losing faculty to the war effort. The lack of tuition 
income and the loss of staff confronted many institutions with the bleak prospect of closing their 
doors until the war was over.

Sewanee was no exception. Even though Vice Chancellor Guerry personally paid off some of 
the University’s debts in the late 1930s, he could not stem the tide of financial disaster alone. 

Together, the Navy and American educators found a solution. Extending the NROTC con-
cept, in 1943 the Navy initiated a new program for accelerated officer education, the V-12 Naval 

College Training Program. Many men who enlisted in the Navy’s V-5 
aviation cadet program, established a few years previously, also went 
through the V-12 college program before their flight training. Thus, 

the V-12 would rapidly generate thousands of officers. 
From 1,600 applicants, the Navy selected 131 campuses around the 

country to receive the V-12 program. The Navy paid the sailors’ tuition and board, 
a move that sustained the United States’ higher education system. And by war’s end, 

more than 60,000 young men had come through the V-12 program and become com-
missioned Navy officers.

On July 1, 1943, when the student union was taller than All Saints’ Chapel, Abbott Cotten 
Martin had just begun to tinker in his alley, and the University was on the brink of financial 

collapse, 296 men between the ages of 17 and 35 arrived on the Domain 
to become officers in the United States Navy and, in the process, to help 
preserve the University of the South. Arriving from 30 states, they con-
stituted the most diverse student body the University had ever seen. By 
war’s end, hundreds of young men had passed through Sewanee’s Naval 
training programs, including Howard Baker, H’90, current U.S. am-
bassador to Japan and former Tennessee senator and chief of staff for 
President Reagan. 

Largely in their own words, Sewanee magazine presents the story 
of the men who attended the V-12 program at the University of 
the South.

Arrival
If under the impact of war and a new program we forsake that which has been the essence 

of our faith and being, if Sewanee loses her own individuality, we can give you little besides the credits for the courses 
you will pass. And we want to give you so much more than that. 

During 

World War II, 

the U.S. Navy 

kept the 

University in 

business

By Drew Phillips, C’06, 
and Howard C. Judd, N’44

From the Mountain 
to the Oceans
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We want to seek to bring to you a deeper love of goodness and beauty, a deeper 
passion for liberty and justice, a deeper understanding of the precious values in 
life, and a greater courage and fortitude to fight fearlessly in this world war 
to its very end, and long after the war is over, that these things may be saved 
for mankind. — Alexander Guerry, Vice Chancellor’s Address, 

July 1, 1943

Before the war started I had plans to someday go to college, someway, 
somehow, somewhere. 

I knew my parents probably wouldn’t have the money to send me to college 
after the war was over, because Mom and Dad were struggling to raise my 
four younger siblings and me.

Early during my last semester of high school in the spring of 1943, my school 
superintendent came to me saying he had received a letter from the United States Navy 
seeking candidates for a new officer-training program called the V-12 program. 

Shortly after graduating from high school in May I received my orders from the Navy 
to “proceed and report on June 30, 1943, to the Navy V-12 Unit on the campus of the 
University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee.”  — Charles Pass, V-12, 1944

The V-12 unit at Sewanee was called a battalion, with four com-
panies. The men living in what was then known as the Sewanee Inn 
— now Elliott Hall — formed Company A; Johnson Hall housed 
Company B; Cannon, Company C; and Hoffman, Company D. 

Left: A Navy 
cadet pays his respects 
at the Kirby-Smith monument (photo 
contributed by Charles Pass, N’44). Below left: Cadets 
spent their free time at Thompson Hall, the student union, 
which burned in 1950 (photo contributed by Howard 
Judd, N’44). Top: Johnson Hall was home to Company 
B (University Archives). Above: Many cadets remember 
caving trips with Professor Edward McCrady, pictured 
among the students in profile (photo contributed by 
Charles Pass, N’44).  Insignia courtesy of Bob Schwartz 
and John A. Stacey.
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Three of us from Knoxville were put on a bus and taken through Chattanooga up US-64 
through Monteagle to Sewanee. The road up the mountain was so narrow and crooked 
that the driver had to stop and back up to make it around one curve.

We got off the bus at the Navy’s headquarters at the Sewanee Inn and were given our 
uniforms and assigned to our dormitories. The young men in the unit at Johnson were 
from all over the country. One boy called his home in Dallas the “Big D.” The three of us 
from Knoxville would laugh at a big fat fellow who would say, “Duh, I’m from Joisey.” 
Another young man from Kansas City, Missouri, was on a special mission — the Japs 
had shot down and killed his brother. He wanted to learn to fly in order to shoot down 
Jap “zeros” for revenge. — William B. Martin, V-5, 1944

The Daily Routine
Most of us came to the program straight out of high school. It was a big adjustment, the 
change from deciding what you’re going to do during the day, then having the Navy tell 
you. — Howard C. Judd Jr., V-12, 1944

Monday through Friday, the trainees followed a strict routine, 
starting at 0600 hours, when the bugle sounded, until 2300 hours, 
lights out. Between those hours, they were expected to report for 
morning exercise, room inspection, classes, mealtimes, and march-
ing drills at precise times of day. Until classes ended at noon on 
Saturday, they were allowed no further than one mile away from 
the Sewanee Inn.

I was the dorm bugler for Johnson Hall. As such, I would stagger to the top of the stairs, 
make some sort of noise, then go back to bed for a few minutes. I could also go early 
to the mess hall where I would sound ‘soupy,’ then be number one in the chow line.  
—Eugene Hargrove, V-12, 1944

Many Navy alumni vividly remember morning calisthenics, 
though not always fondly.

In the late summer of 1945, some genius member of the ship’s 
company decided that we all weren’t getting enough exercise. One 
week, Company A would trot, in military formation, down to 
Johnson Hall to do our exercises on their front lawn. The next 
week, Company B came up to our front lawn at the Sewanee Inn 
to do the same thing, and so on for the rest of the term. 

While trotting down the highway to Johnson Hall, we made 
sure to “count cadence” very loudly. Nobody could have slept 
through that noise. We made sure that we woke up the vil-
lagers, professors, and any and all of the guests at the Johnnie 
Tucker Inn.

Our leader in these exercises was an “athletic specialist” named 
John Latkovich. He had formerly been a tumbler with a circus 
and knew more ways to inflict pain than Bela Lugosi at his best!  
— C. Byron Lear, V-5, 1945

Besides the morning and afternoon drills, 
trainees were also required to play intramural 
sports, including football, volleyball, boxing, 
golf, tennis, and badminton. 

Making the Grade
The University was responsible for the academic 

training of the V-12s, within guidelines established by the Navy. 
Though the trainees attended a modified Sewanee, with a liberal 
arts education taking a back seat to naval engineering, the courses 
were no less rigorous, and the honor code applied. 

An absolutely sacred course to the Navy was analytic geometry. For this the University 
brought in a very attractive young female professor named by the name of Siler. Since 
this class was so important, if a cadet couldn’t pass, he was immediately shipped off to 
boot camp. The reason I can’t remember Professor Siler’s first name is that she was always 
referred to as ‘Boot Camp Siler.’  — Elmer Davies, V-12, 1944

A friend and I were about to take the final for a math class. It was either pass or go to 
the fleet. My friend didn’t know the subject and he choose to fail rather than cheat, even 
though it meant he’d soon see combat. — Julien Suttle, V-5, 1943

Another course the Navy required and which I’m sure is no longer in the curriculum was 
navigation. For this the University provided General Jervey as professor. 

Navigation wasn’t exactly an electrifying subject at 0800 hours in a hot Walsh 
classroom, right after morning calisthenics. Staying awake would have been a challenge, 
but the General was something else. — Elmer Davies

Woe be to anyone napping. He could turn and heave an arrester with deadly accuracy. 
— Eugene Hargrove

Caving with Dr. McCrady
As with every generation of students at Sewanee, the Domain was 
an integral part of the educational experience, and exploring it 
provided some of the most vivid memories. 

Professor Edward McCrady taught physics, being considered an expert in sonar. He was 
doing research for the Navy, studying how the bats in the caves honeycombing Sewanee 

Left: Brig. Gen. James P. Jervey taught navigation and related subjects. This portrait 
is by Edward McCrady, then-professor of biology and later vice chancellor (University 
Archives). Right: Sewanee was a bonding experience for 1940s Navy cadets just as 
it is for students today (photo contributed by D.R. Glover, N’44).
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Because the Navy offered the V-12 program to seaman already on 
duty, the trainees were made up of both recent high school graduates 
and older men from widely disbursed Navy duty stations. 

After we had been at Sewanee for a while, some “Old Salts” — men 30 to 35 years old 
— transferred to V-12 for officer training. They had heard there was a Women’s Army 
Corps (WAC) base at Ft. Oglethorpe near Chattanooga. They would get a room at the 
Read House Hotel and then go looking for WACs. Roy, Jack, and I tagged along. We 
were just out of high school and amazed! — William B. Martin, V-5, 1944

Departure
By the end of 1944, the number of men starting the V-12 and V-5 
programs nationwide had been significantly reduced. At Sewanee, 
Cannon Hall was no longer being used as barracks by March 1945. 
The Navy began phasing out the V-12 program in June, and the 
Sewanee V-12 unit officially ceased operation on October 31, 1945, 
with a class of 119. 

The trainees were given the option of staying in the Navy or being 
honorably discharged. Many chose to stay on with the Navy. Those 
who did not had the option of finishing their college education, 
thanks to the G.I. Bill of 1944. 

Many veterans of the V-12 and V-5 programs have over the years 
made return visits to Sewanee, their home for a brief period in the 
early ’40s, evidence that Vice Chancellor Guerry, the University 
faculty, and the Navy staff during those years succeeded in giving 
the cadets more than just course credits.

The Sewanee V-12 trainees sustained an institution nearly lost in 
the tide of war. Many left the Mountain with a new understanding 
of leadership and duty, but also of honor and friendship. Sewanee 
would have it no other way.

mountains navigated their way through the winding passages in total darkness. This 
research opened up an opportunity for V-12ers to accompany him on his occasional 
caving expeditions. 

The University Bookstore sold canvas miner’s caps with leather bills and a leather 
mounting for a carbide lamp. I purchased a cap and lamp, eagerly anticipating my first 
caving expedition. 

On the day we explored Wet Cave, I [lit my lamp], doffed my miner’s cap, and 
entered the cave with my fellow adventurers, wading in the cold water with tennis shoes 
on our feet. We saw names inscribed on the ceiling, with dates going back to the 1800s. 
The bats were in hibernation, their furry bodies covered with beads of moisture, glistening 
in the light of our lamps.

On one trip to a remote timbered cove we came across a moon shiner’s still nestled in 
a little depression on a slope of the cove. It was crudely constructed.  A large hollowed-
out tree stump stood full of icy yellow corn mash. Split slender tree halves, hollowed out 
to carry the water, sluiced water from a spring above the still. A stone firebox had black 
and gray ashes in it. Suspended from a tree limb was a brown felt hat used to strain the 
white lightning as it dripped from the copper condensing coil. Only the coil wasn’t there. 
The moonshiner had removed the expensive coil and copper cooking kettle from the site 
for the winter. — Charles Pass

Curfew
Despite the highly structured daily routine, some free time was 
scattered throughout the day and evening. A favorite place to spend 
it was at Thompson Union, where V-12 trainees could order a 
burger and milk shake from the fountain, listen to the latest songs 
on the juke box, and watch movies in the theater — which is still 
in operation. 

On a Wednesday night with a 10 p.m. curfew, I was watching Errol Flynn in a war movie. 
He was about to attack about half of the entire Japanese Army with about six other men. 
The soundtrack was absolutely quiet. 

Flynn and his men crouched in the shadows, ready to make their move. The Japanese 
commander squinted through his glasses and appeared to sweat a bit. The scene was set, 
the time was ready!

Time? Time? Just then, I looked at my watch and to my absolute horror, I noticed 
that it was eight minutes to ten! I dashed up the aisle, through the theatre doorways and 
ran all of the way back to the Sewanee Inn, where I was billeted. A chief petty officer, 
on duty at the time, witnessed my nasty, sweaty entrance to the building and said, ‘Well, 
Lear, how was the movie? How did it end?’ — C. Byron Lear

Leave and Liberty
From the end of classes on Saturday until 2000 hours on Sunday, 
cadets were “on liberty.” Unless approved for “leave,” the V-12s  
were limited to a 15-mile radius from the Sewanee Inn.

Allan used to go to a little restaurant in town for an occasional steak, until he asked the 
proprietor how he managed to get such great meat during the war. “Equine Steak,” was 
the answer. That ended steak eating for Allan. — Anne Garrett, widow of Allan 

Garrett, V-12, 1944

We all looked forward to the weekends, as we would “thumb” our way to nearby cities. 
On one trip to Knoxville I was introduced to “white lightning” at a U of T football game. 
I watched with amazement as men filled their Zippo lighters with the stuff in those quart 
mason jars . — D. Richard Glover, V-12, 1944

“When the battalion marched in parade mode, the drum major, 
color guard, and band led the procession followed by the four 
companies. It was a colorful spectacle when we marched smartly 
down University Avenue.” — Howard Judd, N’44. (Photo of 
commencement, June 1944, from University Archives.)
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the job. Surrounded by Newsweek’s editorial staff, he’s relaxed and 
witty. As senior editors pitch story line-ups, he’s just as likely to 
throw out a joke as an obscure historical fact. His self-deprecating 
sense of humor is unexpected and disarming. The man whom 
Newsweek political correspondent Michael Isikoff christened “Boy 
Wonder” would be the last to tell you that five years ago the New York 
Times identified him as “one of the most influential editors in the 
news magazine business.” 

Meacham has remained loyal to his Southern upbringing, a 
novelty in the world of New York journalism. With amusement and 
a touch of awe, the Times described him as a man who “drinks Jack 
Daniels, loves to talk about his wife, keith — ‘she’s a real Missis-
sippi Delta Girl,’ he said — and goes to church on Sundays.” In fact, 
Meacham grew up not too far from Mr. Daniels’s distillery. Raised 
in Chattanooga, he attended the all-boys’ McCallie School before 
heading up the Mountain for college. (Thanks to active recruiting 
from then-Director of Admission Douglas Paschall, C’66, H’94, 
Meacham chose Sewanee over Vanderbilt or the University of 
Virginia.) As a child, he was close to his grandfather, a prominent 
judge and player in local political circles. “My earliest memories,” 
Meacham told the Times, “are talk of politics and personalities, from 

Youthful in years, aged in spirit, 
Jon Meacham, C’91, 

brings wit and wisdom to 
Newsweek’s editorial leadership

BY KAThrYN WilliAMs, C’03

‘Boy Wonder’

A t 10:20 on Tuesday mornings, Jon Meacham, C’91, 
shuffles into Newsweek’s 16th-floor conference room for 
the beginning-of-the-week story meeting. His stature is 

slightly stooped, and his well-groomed hair peppered with more 
gray than generally distinguishes a man of his age. He is undoubt-
edly the only man in the room wearing a bow tie. If ever there was 
an old man trapped in a young man’s body, this is he — and he’s 
the first to admit it. 

It’s understandable. At 35, Meacham is managing editor of 
the nation’s second-largest circulation news magazine. Outside 
the conference room window, just across Manhattan’s Columbus 
Circle, the competition quite literally looms in the form of the 
Time-Warner Center, the glass-and-steel headquarters for the 
media giant behind Newsweek’s biggest rival, Time. By the following 
afternoon, Meacham and Editor Mark Whitaker will have chosen 
the week’s cover story, a job harder than it sounds in a time of a 
historic presidential election and a historic war — and a time when 
readers sometimes want a break from both. When the editors suc-
ceed at putting their finger on the pulse of the times, Meacham 
says, “Our cover lines go into history.” 

Yet the pressure is nothing new; it’s Meacham’s seventh year in 



Winter 2005 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 17

what was going on in Watergate to who was going to become the new 
county lawyer.” It’s not surprising then, that after a post-graduate 
stint as a reporter for the Chattanooga Times, Meacham gravitated to 
Washington, D.C., in 1993, where he became an editor at the 
Washington Monthly, a magazine well known inside the Beltway for its 
sharp political commentary. 

It was there that he caught the eye of Newsweek’s former editor, 
Maynard Parker. Just five months after joining the magazine as a 
writer in 1995, he was promoted to the coveted position of na-
tional affairs editor. During that time he would oversee coverage 
of Bill Clinton’s reelection campaign and Newsweek’s breaking of the 
Monica Lewinsky scandal. He would also write an article for Sewanee 
magazine defending sensationalism in the press. Mindful of the 
gravity of the media’s role in society but also aware that sometimes 
a spoonful of sugar helps the medicine go down, Meacham wrote 
in 1997, “Without the Cold War we have the leisure to indulge in 
the culture wars … We are not living, after all, in a time of epic 
scope.” With eerie foresight, he also anticipated the inevitable swing 
of the media pendulum back to hard news: “This could, of course, 
change at any moment. A derivatives deal might go awry, crashing 
the market; a rogue terrorist might fire a missile at Manhattan.”

“[Jon Meacham is] 
one of the 

most influential 
editors in the 

news magazine 
business.”

New York Times



By September 11, 2001, Meacham was already well entrenched 
as Newsweek’s managing editor, a position he assumed in November 
1998, at the age of 29. It was a meteoric rise through the ranks for 
a magazine whose department editors are usually well into their 
forties. Some media watchers speculated it was an attempt by the 
Washington Post Company, which owns the publication, to make 
the newsmagazine more attractive to younger readers; what they 
probably didn’t know is that Jon Meacham is more comfortable 
talking about D-Day than D12. 

Meacham has made quite a mark on the magazine in the past 
six years. He oversaw the award-winning 9/11 issue (produced in 
only 36 hours and selling over four million copies off newsstands), 
as well as the coverage of wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. During 
that time, Newsweek has won three National Magazine awards, the 
journalism world’s equivalent of the Oscar, and been nominated 
for nine more. In the off hours, he’s edited Voices in Our Blood, a 
nonfiction anthology on the civil rights movement, and written 
Franklin and Winston: An Intimate Portrait of an Epic Friendship, a nationally 
acclaimed book on the wartime relationship between FDR and his 
British counterpart. Now he’s working on a book about a fellow 
Tennessean, Andrew Jackson, whom Meacham calls “really the first 
modern president whose White House we’d recognize.” 

People often ask Meacham if he was a history or religion major 
in college. Scanning the subjects of the 10 cover stories he’s penned 
— from race in America to Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ — one 
can see why. Like his readers, Meacham is a man of catholic inter-
ests. He was a summa cum laude graduate in English who, rather than 
write the traditional honors paper, took a self-styled, independent 
study of the Bible. In fact, it’s his liberal arts education at Sewanee 
that Meacham largely credits with his success at a job that requires 
breadth, as well as depth, of knowledge. 

“I don’t think I’d be sitting here if it weren’t for Sewanee,” he 
says from behind the desk of his book-lined office overlooking 
Central Park. “All the forces you deal with in life, you deal with 
at Sewanee. I’ve never encountered anything I wasn’t prepared 
for there.” Reaching for a metaphor to describe the distinctive 
experience that is Sewanee, Meacham quotes 19th-century writer 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s comments on his contemporary, Anthony 
Trollope: “[It was] as if some giant had hewn a great lump out of 
the earth, and put it under a glass case, with all its inhabitants go-
ing about their daily business, and not suspecting that they were 
made a show of.” 

As an undergraduate, Meacham was exactly the kind of well-
rounded student Sewanee strives to cultivate. His membership in 
Wellington and Red Ribbon, participation in Greek life, even his 
self-professed love for Jack Daniels didn’t keep him from becoming 
salutatorian, editor of the Sewanee Purple and a finalist for the Rhodes 
Scholarship. Classmate and friend kit Walsh credits Meacham with 
raising the ATO fraternity’s median grade point average about 25 

“[he] would chide us 
for not involving ourselves 

in more intellectual pursuits, 
but at the end of an evening, 

he would be right there 
singing along with a Merle haggard or 

David Allan Coe song, 
or driving to the truck stop

for late-night, 
artery-clogging food.”

Kit WALSH, C’91



points with his simple initiation.  
Teachers immediately recognized 

his inquiring mind and natural tal-
ents as a writer. “He had the rare gift 
of working up a subject and writing 
it up quickly, like a well-coordinated 
little boy experimenting with a BB 
gun,” remembers English professor 
Dale Richardson. Willie Cocke, C’51, 
with whom Meacham once studied 
Milton’s poetry, lauds his former 
pupil as “the only student in my 40 
years of teaching that I ever gave an 
A plus.” Others remember his biting 
wit and taste for the ironic. According 
to Eric Naylor, C’58, of the Spanish 
department, “He was always pre-
pared to rebut erroneous or foolish 
ideas and observations,” and English 
professor John Reishman recalls 
his “lively, amusing, and informed 
conversation.” In fact, every profes-
sor I spoke with had some version 
of a glowing comment. “One of my 
fondest memories,” wrote Charles Binnicker in an e-mail, “is of 
helping [Jon] put together and rehearse his salutatory oration for 
his commencement exercises.” (Meacham recalls, with his typical 
dry humor, “You’ve never heard more hung-over Latin.”)

And, in fact, friend kit Walsh remembers a slightly different 
“Meachy” than the studious academic: “[He] would chide us for 
not involving ourselves in more intellectual pursuits, but at the 
end of an evening, he would be right there singing along with a 
Merle Haggard or David Allan Coe song, or driving to the truck 
stop for late-night, artery-clogging food.” In an event that drew a 
crowd of about 350, Meacham, also known as Skinny, beat class-
mate Trey Moye in a “brains on the run” match-up at the Sewanee 
track. Walsh credits the win to the grueling training regimen he 
and fellow “coach” Will Barnette, C’91, enforced: one 75-yard 
sprint the day before the race. Like the Olympic athletes Newsweek 
covered this summer, Meacham was carried off the track wearing 
a laurel-leaf crown.

Jon Meacham is a hard man to pin down. In fact, anyone who 
believes in the great liberal media bias should talk with him for 
just half an hour. A great admirer of the late Republican president 
Ronald Reagan (Meacham wrote the cover story for Newsweek’s 
special commemorative issue), he’s also fascinated by Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. Some Newsweek staff say they honestly couldn’t guess which 
candidate their managing editor voted for in the 2000 election. 

Of course, with a magazine to put out, they don’t have too much 

time to ponder the subject. By Friday morning’s run-through meet-
ing, Meacham has before him layouts that resemble the finished 
product — although last-minute changes to accommodate break-
ing news are not unusual — and Newsweek’s editorial staff is already 
throwing around ideas for the following week. On Friday nights, 
Meacham joins them for dinner in the executive dining room, 
where he enjoys intelligent conversation and beef stroganoff by 
candlelight before returning to his office until the wee hours, when 
he finally heads home. By Saturday night, he has read every story at 
least twice, and the magazine is put to bed. Meacham has earned a 
short weekend to catch up with his newly expanded family. His wife, 
keith, a UVA grad whom he met as a fellow Wilkins Scholarship 
candidate at Sewanee, gave birth to the couple’s second child in July. 
A director of development for a New York City charter school, “she 
makes the life of the nation just a little bit better,” Meacham says. 
“Some might say I make it a little bit worse,” he adds wryly.

On Tuesday, it will start all over again, the putting together of 
the world for a publication that is the maker and mirror of the 
society it covers. You’d think being called to such a monumental 
task might change a person. Not Meacham. In fact, John Reishman 
says, “Jon was very much the same person [at Sewanee] that he is 
now.” It seems both the man and his alma mater, sometimes seen 
as anachronistic in today’s world, are as relevant as ever. 

Kathryn Williams, C’03, is an intern for Newsweek in New York City. 



20 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Winter 2005

The 
Red 
Dean

On my first visit to the Mountain in 1959, I felt like I had 
driven into a different country. Although the weather had 
been pleasant down below, it was spitting snow when I 

reached the campus, where massive trees spread their branches over 
quaint houses and neo-gothic edifices accented by turrets, spires, 
and clock towers. All of this reinforced my nagging suspicion that 
I was entering an alien world where I would soon be recognized 
as an interloper. After all, up until a couple of months ago I was 
considering a career as a soda jerk in my hometown, Lewisburg, 
Tennessee. 

Fortunately, the first person to whom Dr. Ben Cameron, C’42, 
the admissions director, introduced me was Dr. Robert S. “Red” 
Lancaster, dean of the college and professor of political science. 
I can’t say that I found anything striking in the appearance of that 
somewhat stocky man with the broad freckled face and thinning red 
hair. Nor was there any of the easy eloquence that I remembered in 
movie versions of college deans. Indeed, later I would often hear 
students who had the greatest respect for Dean Lancaster imitate 
the singular way he used “uh” — not as a note of hesitation, but as a 
sort of punctuation marking important words. I can say, however, 
that I immediately felt at ease and safe. 

To this day, I have known only one other man in whom I sensed 
that level of inner power: Senator Estes kefauver of Tennessee, 
who captivated people with his intelligence, courage, deeply felt 
convictions, and genuine compassion. Dean Lancaster is cut of that 
same rare and complex cloth, and I am convinced that he would 
have become unbeatable had he chosen to be a career politician 
rather than to teach young men and women the beauty of the law 
and the art of politics.  

I, along with many other Sewanee graduates, am happy that he 
chose education over politics, for Dr. Lancaster taught me more 
valuable skills than any other teacher. Certainly, many professors 
have profoundly affected my attitudes and values. Some presented 
eloquent explications of literary texts, and others delivered capti-
vating lectures on historical events. Their contagious enthusiasm 
made all of us Sewanee students lifelong learners. Dr. Lancaster 
also sparked a love of learning, but his classes on jurisprudence 
and constitutional law took us a step further. He gave us demand-
ing source materials to read and, in class discussions, forced us 
not only to extract a precise and thorough understanding of the 
readings but also to draw logical conclusions as to the validity of a 
particular theory or philosophical point. In addition, we were asked 
to compare and contrast each idea presented in the reading with 
ideas in previous assignments. With such an approach, Hobbes, 
Locke, Hegel, and Learned Hand became more than names. They 
became our mentors. In short, Dr. Lancaster helped us learn to be 
independent thinkers and scholars. 

a tribute tO rObert s. lanCaster
by Phil white, C’63
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Perhaps because of his years as teacher and commandant at the 
Sewanee Military Academy, Dean Lancaster took a personal inter-
est in the lives of individual students that went far beyond simple 
congeniality. Many alums have told me that they owe great personal 
debts to the Red Dean. It was said that he could get a student into 
graduate programs all over the country just on his word — a reputa-
tion that the dean of Vanderbilt’s School of Law confirmed when 
he told me that all I needed for acceptance was “a recommendation 
from Red Lancaster.” Edward “Sparky” Edgin, C’62, tells a similar 
story, which he says many others could probably repeat as well. When 
Sparky was a senior, the dean — with whom he had had no previ-
ous contact — called him into his office and asked him if he would 
be interested in entering a Master of Arts in Teaching program at 
Johns Hopkins on full scholarship. Sparky accepted and finished 
the program in 1964, beginning a lifelong career first as a secondary 
school teacher and later as a college professor of English. 

Others relate instances in which Dean Lancaster came to their 
aid at a difficult moment. Many have seemed hesitant to reveal the 
details of the quagmires from which the good dean pulled them, 
but I assume their experiences were similar to mine. During my 
junior year, my attention to academics had declined miserably, 
and I had given little thought to the consequences. Dr. Lancaster 
called me into his office to explain a common college phenom-
enon: “A student often gets undeservedly high grades on the basis 
of his past performance. However,” he continued, “there comes 
a time when the professors catch on, when they know a student is 
no longer working. And, Mr. White, that time has come for you.” 
I blushed and thanked him meekly. Thanks to the dean, I salvaged 
my endangered college career.

But even if I had not known him as a student, my experiences 
hunting, fishing, and playing poker with him would have gener-
ated the same degree of love and respect. Dean Lancaster retired 
in 1979, but continued to live in Sewanee and to develop a devoted 
following even to this day, at age 95. Indeed, most members of the 
“Red Army“ have never studied under him or worked with him, yet 
they continue to visit him every day that he is well enough to talk. 
The lieutenants of the Red Army — Edgin; Lee Glenn, C’57; Bob 
Benson, professor of English; George Core, editor of the Sewanee 
Review; Tam Carlson, C’63, professor of English — and others come 
with the hope of getting another glimpse of the knowledge and 
courage that so awed us students and of sensing — and, if possible, 
partaking of — the wisdom and character that developed as this giant 
of a man acquired that knowledge. 

Since the Dean has recently become too weak to lead a conversa-
tion, Bob Benson often reads aloud from some book of especial 
interest to Dr. Lancaster, and our lives are made richer by the old 
dean’s concise but wise responses to specific passages. Of course, 

the power of his perceptions is always intensified by the quality of 
his expression, for, as George Core has written, “Few people … 
speak or write the English language with his exactness of idiom and 
colloquial vividness.”

Even though his voice is reduced to a coarse whisper, visitors 
still note his quick mind and ability to respond with the skill of a 
politician — without compromising his integrity. Recently, Beeler 
Brush, C’68, who is vice president for institutional advancement 
at the Dean’s alma mater, Hampden-Sydney College, came to take 
him to the Sewanee vs. Hampden-Sydney football game. When 
Beeler asked him which team he would support, the dean’s eyes 
twinkled as he replied with that endearing trademark chuckle, “The 
Tigers.” Both teams, of course, are called the Tigers. The whole 
visiting group was charmed.

Indeed, Robert S. Lancaster has charmed people throughout 
a long life that has been more than rich. He has been a skillful 
hunter, a delightful drinking and gaming companion, a rip-roaring 
banjo player, a promising young Virginia lawyer, a firm but kind 
commandant of cadets at SMA and dean of men at the college, an 
inspired political science professor, a dedicated but fun-loving naval 
officer, a revered dean of the college, a Fulbright Scholar, and, in 
various capacities, a leader in building Sewanee into a first-class 
liberal arts college. It is no wonder, then, that visitors are constantly 
drawn to his house to enjoy the presence of one of those rare people 
who has developed those habits of mind and action that most of us 
desire but few achieve.  

Phil White, a political science major from the Class of 1963, retired in 2004 as Fort 
Chair in Writing at St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School. He continues to coach the SAS golf 
team and was named 2003 golf coach of the year by Prep Illustrated. 

Dean Lancaster with members of the Young Republicans in 1976.
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A mystic and a dreamer

Two of Sewanee’s studio art professors mounted well-received multimedia art instal-
lations during fall 2004. Ed Carlos showed Creation: Aurora Borealis at the University Art 
Gallery in Sewanee. He described it as an attempt “to recreate effects of a mystical 
experience, which although unsettling and confounding, are aesthetic in origin and 
ecstatic in terms of inspiration.” Shown above (left) is one image from the show, an 
oil painting entitled Moon Eye. Greg Pond, C’95, showed I Am Dreaming of a City at the 
Cheekwood Museum of Art in Nashville. “Representing one man’s take on nothing 
less than the very rudiments of human civilization,” wrote Alan Bostick in the Tennessean, 
“the work features a rotating sculpture of a yellow-skinned putto (those baby boy angels 
from Renaissance painting [shown above, right]); a miniature Plexiglas city significantly 
including a cathedral-like structure and Muslim-styled building; and a flat, wooden 
cutout of a floral pattern with tiny plastic doll mouths attached.” 

Ross publishes in prestigious 
math textbook series

The third Sewanee 
mathematics professor 
to publish in one of the 
most widely used and 
respected math text-
book series, Clay Ross 
released the second 
edition of his contri-
bution to Springer’s 
Undergraduate Texts in 

Mathematics, Differential Equations: An Introduc-
tion with Mathematica, in August 2004.

“Springer has a similar series for gradu-
ate students, which also has yellow covers, 
and it’s known as ‘the yellow peril,’” jokes 
Ross, who retired in 2003 after 30 years of 
teaching at Sewanee. 

The undergraduate series is not intended 
to be quite so intimidating, offering “novel 
approaches and insights” for standard top-
ics in the undergraduate math curriculum, 
according to the series description. 

Previous Sewanee contributors are Fred 

New Faces in the Faculty

Ever wanted to learn more about Chinese 
cinema? Or how new animal species devel-
op? Or how about South African history? 
New professors who joined the tenure-
track faculty in fall 2004 are addressing 
these topics and many more. 

Jon steffen bruss, Classical Languages
B.A. St. Olaf College
M.A., Ph.D. University of Minnesota
TEACHING: Beginning Greek, Vergil, 
Greek Historians: Thucydides, Classical 
Mythology, and Greek Orators or Greek 
Tragedy.
RESEARCH: “My research interests focus 
on Hellenistic poetry, the signs of literacy 
and orality in Greco-Roman literature, 
inscribed and literary Greek epigrams, art 
and text, Greek philosophy, and liberal 
education and the Christian tradition.”

betsy a. sandlin, Spanish
B.A. Morehead State University
M.A. Ohio University
Ph.D. University of North Carolina
TEACHING: Beginning Spanish, Introduc-
tion to Hispanic Literature.
research: “My research interests en-
compass all genres of contemporary Latin 
American literature, with a focus on the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean and U.S. 
Latino authors. I am most interested in 
literature that reflects on writing itself, 
particularly from authors who are mar-
ginalized on the basis of gender and/or 
sexuality. I’m also researching the use of 
technology, particularly the potential of 
Web logs (a type of online diary), in foreign 
language classes.”

Jiwei Xiao, Asian Studies
B.A. Beijing Foreign Studies University
M.A., Ph.D. Rutgers University
TEACHING: Elementary Chinese; Interme-
diate Chinese; Modern China in Literature 
and Film: Memory, Identity and Modern 
Narratives; Chinese Cinema. 
research: “Modern Chinese literature, 
women writers, discourse on moder-

Croom with Basic Concepts of Algebraic Topology 
(1978) and William Priestley, C’62, with 
Calculus: A Liberal Art (1998), described by the 
publishing company as “a serious — but not 
solemn — textbook that attempts to make a 
clear, conceptual understanding of calculus 
accessible to all liberal arts students.” 

Ross’s text, first published in 1995, 
also grew out of his Sewanee teaching 
experiences. “I observed that people in 
differential equation classes in particular, 
but other classes also, instead of learning 
the material were falling over the technical 
details,” he says. “They weren’t learning 
differential equations because they lacked 
the mathematical background.”

A former director of academic com-
puting for Sewanee, Ross started in 1989 
to employ Mathematica, a powerful com-
putational program used in industry and 
for research as well as for teaching, to get 
students past these road blocks to learning. 
Students thus not only have an easier time 
learning differential equations, but they 
also are exposed to a widely-used software 
package, Ross says. 
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Stephen Paul Carl

nity and memory, and Chinese cinema are 
among my research and teaching interests. 
I am particularly drawn to the notion of 
memory and its representation in literature 
and film.”

roger s. levine, History
B.A. Yale College
Ph.D. Yale University
TEACHING: Modern Africa, 1880 to Pres-
ent; Missionaries, Mullahs and Marabouts: 
African Encounters with Christianity; The 
Environment in History; Southern African 
History.
research: “My research focuses on the 
cultural, intellectual, and environmental 
history of South Africa. I am writing a book 
about the life of Jan Tzatzoe, who moved 
between the colonial and African worlds 
in nineteenth-century South Africa. I also 
have a strong interest in environmental his-
tory and am researching the life of Lucas, 
the Baboon Boy, a Tarzan-type figure from 
1930s South Africa.”

andrea Mansker, History
B.A. California State University
Ph.D. University of California
TEACHING: Crimes and Scandals in the 
Historical Imagination; European Cultural 
and Intellectual History, 1750-1890; Con-
sumer Culture and Its Discontents.
research: “My research interests revolve 
around cultural, intellectual, and gender 
history in modern France. I am writing 
about a dueling challenge issued in 1911 
by a French feminist named Arria Ly, who 

judged her honor ‘outraged’ by a male 
journalist who accused her of lesbianism. 
I use this incident to explore transforma-
tions in the code of honor, the conception 
of singleness, and feminist sexual politics 
in pre-war France.” 

stephen Paul Carl, Mathematics and  
Computer Science
B.S.E.E. Rice University
M.A. University of Texas
Ph.D. in progress at Wright State  
University 

TEACHING: Intro-
duction to Com-
puter Science, 
Introduction to 
Programming, 
Data Structures, 
Functional Pro-
gramming.
research: “My 
research interests 
are in program-

ming languages, programming for Internet 
applications, and computer music. In my 
dissertation, I’m looking at garbage collec-
tion — in computers — and how it affects the 
performance of critical systems, including 
server programs on the Internet.”

Kirk s. Zigler, Biology
B.A. kenyon College
Ph.D. Duke University
TEACHING: Developmental Biology; Evo-
lution, Ecology and Biodiversity; Island 
Ecology; Invertebrate Zoology; Cellular, 

Molecular, and 
Physiological Bi-
ology.
research: “I study 
the development 
and evolution of 
invertebrate ani-
mals, focusing on 
how new species 
arise and remain 
distinct from other species, and how the 
mechanisms by which species develop 
evolve. My study of sea urchins and sand 
dollars has taken me to Panama, the Pa-
cific Northwest, Florida, Bermuda, and 
both coasts of Australia. I am excited to 
learn more about freshwater and terres-
trial invertebrates around Sewanee, with 
an eye toward developing local research 
projects.”

 Jon Steffen Bruss, Jiwei Xiao and Betsy A. Sandlin Andrea Mansker and Roger S. Levine

At Lake Cheston’s edge on a fall day, chemistry 
instructor Carolyn Fitz demonstrates how to take 
a water sample and test it for coliform bacteria. In 
collaboration with the Department of Forestry and 
Geology, Department of Biology, and Environmental 
Studies Program, Fitz is leading general chemistry 
students in a longitudinal water-quality study 
focused on Lake Cheston and the stream in Abbo’s 
Alley. Results will be tracked over several years and 
shared on the forestry and geology Web site, <www.
sewanee.edu/Forestry_Geology/>.

A Teachable Moment

Kirk S. Zigler
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theologia

“CPE teaches you to look within yourself, wrestle with who you 
are, and discover how you will use your own story to do God’s 
work,” said the Rev. Peter keese, former director of clinical 
pastoral education (CPE) at the University of Tennessee Medical 
Center and Duke University Medical Center, in an introduction 
to the program for Sewanee’s first-year seminarians last fall. 

That sounds like a tall order for a 10 – to 12–week summer 
experience; but Jenny Cooper, T’06, who completed CPE last 
summer at Chattanooga’s Erlanger Medical Center, attests to 
keese’s words. “I learned more about myself, my own faith and 
my relationship with God from CPE training than from anything 
else I’ve ever done,” she said. 

Clinical Pastoral Education is a course in ministering to 
people in crisis in a clinical setting. Directed at Sewanee by 
the Rev. Dr. Susanna Metz, assistant professor of contextual 
education, it is required of all students who have finished their 
first year in the School of Theology’s Master of Divinity degree 
program. Students seek placements in hospitals, homeless 
shelters, hospices, or counseling centers — which often require 
long commutes or a temporary move away from family for the 
duration of the course. Throughout the summer, the students 
spend long workdays interacting with patients and their fami-
lies, writing about these interactions, and then reviewing the 
experiences both individually and in groups with supervisors 
accredited by the Association for Clinical Pastoral Education. 
The seminary’s program is under the auspices of the College of 
Pastoral Supervision and Psychotherapy. 

At their CPE sites, seminarians immediately start working 
with patients; at the same time, they begin reflective writing, 
a central feature of CPE, which requires them to reconstruct 
each encounter in a narrative that recalls the details of the con-
versations, thought processes, and actions that occurred. “This 
narrative becomes a basic tool,” keese told students. “As you 
‘story’ your experience with a patient and bring in your own im-
pressions and responses, you begin to see how your perceptions 
affect how you work with patients.” The individual and group 
sessions with a supervisor help students delve deeper into this 
process of self-discovery. 

Being There Clinical pastoral education 

teaches priests-in-training 

to minister in life’s 

toughest moments

Jenny Cooper, T’06
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“There’s 
something 
about when 

a child has been 
born. … It’s 
the most raw 

moment I’ve ever 
been part of 

and also 
the most 

beautiful.”

“Your primary tool as a pastor is your-
self,” said keese. “The more you understand 
your own narrative, the more you can use 
the richness of yourself in pastoral care.”

Cooper, a seminarian from the Diocese 
of Florida, knew she wanted to work in a 
Level II trauma center. “I wanted a CPE 
experience where I would see things that 
shocked and horrified me. As a youth min-
ister for the past 18 years, I haven’t had those 
experiences,” she explained. “I wanted to be 
with people when they died so I would know 
a little bit more about what to expect and 
how to deal with my own reactions. When 
this happens to one of my parishioners, 
then I can really be there for the individual 
and the family.”

Erlanger’s 10-week CPE program ac-
cepted Cooper and seven other Sewanee 
seminarians (Geoffrey Chapman of Lon-
don, Ontario, Canada; Ted Clarkson of 
Augusta, Georgia; Erica Dick of Magnolia, 
Mississippi; Thomas Fanning of Madison, 
Mississippi; Paul Head of Orange Park, 
Florida; Robert St. Germain-Iler of Gun-
tersville, Alabama; and Laird MacGregor 
of Nashville, Tennessee), as well as par-
ticipants from other seminaries. In groups 
of four, the students spent the mornings 
in group sessions with their supervisors, 
including the program’s director, hospital 
chaplain Olen Grubbs. In the afternoon, 
they put their learning into practice as they 
visited patients and staff in their assigned 
hospital areas. 

Mentally reviewing all the faces and 
stories from those weeks, Jenny focused on 
one family. “I vividly remember the time I 
was paged to labor and delivery. I joined a 
couple who had been told their newborn 
had a birth defect and would not live. They 
asked me to baptize the baby, saying, ‘This 
is a way to know God is with our child and 
our child is with God.’

“There’s something about when a child 
has been born — there is an honesty and 

openness in the parents, and such a need. 
It’s the most raw moment I’ve ever been part 
of and also the most beautiful, when they 
feel and know that God is part of it.”

This dying baby would be the first per-
son she ever baptized, Jenny revealed; and 
she was nervous. “Before I began seeing 
patients, I was told, ‘You need to mark the 
“Emergency Baptism” section in the prayer 
book and you need to mark the “Ministra-
tion at Time of Death,” because when you 
are called in, you will not be able to find it.’ 
So, luckily I had that page ribboned. 

“The first thing I did was open the 
prayer book. I was absolutely panicked on 
the inside. As a way to center myself and 
re-focus, I reached out to stroke the baby’s 
head, planning to go right into the baptism. 
And, as I’m stroking his head, I thought, 

‘You are really going to need water.’ I 
turned to the nurse and asked for sterile 
water — I don’t know where that idea came 
from. It sounded more important than just 
regular tap water. She came back with a cup 
of water that she had warmed — which was 
very, very sweet — with a little basin to pour 
it into. I was ready to conduct the service. 
The baby was still alive when we started, but 
he died during the baptism.”

As the parents went through the process 
of letting go and saying goodbye, Cooper 
stayed with them and observed Erlanger’s 
procedure for helping parents and other 
family members following the death of an 
infant. “The hospital staff takes photo-
graphs of the child dressed in a little outfit 
and surrounded by stuffed animals,” she 
said. “They add the photographs to a box 
of keepsakes that has been decorated by 
other parents who have lost a child. The 
box also contains a rendering of the baby’s 
footprints, the toys and clothing the child 
wore, and personal notes from these par-
ents. It’s a way to say this was real, and this 
is a way to remember him. You had a baby 
and you loved him.

“During this time, the grieving parents 
were joined by their two other children 
and the grandparents. At the end of about 
three hours, the family had left. Just the 
parents and their son, the hospice nurse, 
and I remained in the room. The mother 
looked up and said, ‘I’m ready.’ The nurse 
wrapped the baby up in a blanket, placed 
the corner of the blanket over his face and 
took him away.”

Looking back on her experiences this 
summer, Cooper said, “CPE is a critical 
part of the path to ordination. I saw so 
many things I had never seen in my life. It 
was an unbelievable privilege to be allowed 
to be part of a person’s life at such a mo-
ment. I learned that God really can work 
through me.” 

— Peg Palisano, director of church communications
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New equestrian center 
provides an elite facility for 
an elite team

In Megan Taylor’s crowded trailer-turned-
office, framed black-and-white photos of 
Sewanee horses and riders cover an entire 
wood-paneled wall. When Taylor took the 
reins (so to speak) as head coach and di-
rector of the Sewanee Equestrian Center 
in 1996, she had about 10 shots. Now, 
dozens of them — separated by less than an 
inch — create a kind of tapestry fusing the 
past and present. “I never imagined that it 
would grow to the size it has,” Taylor said. 
“I actually have about 30 of them that don’t 
have frames in a filing cabinet.”

Since ’96, Taylor’s photo collection is 
not the only thing that has grown — the 
equestrian program has evolved into one 
of Sewanee’s premier athletic teams. To 
match its tradition of excellence, students, 
alumni, and their families raised over $1 
million for a new, first-class equestrian 
center, which includes a 32-stall barn, 
tack room, viewing room, and indoor 
arena. Construction was completed in late 
fall 2004, with major gifts from Suzanne 
Dansby Phelps, C’81, and parents of cur-
rent students.

The idea for a new facility began four 
years ago when several students, families, 
and alumni realized it was time for a 
change. In competition, the varsity team 
had become an elite-level program, repeat-
edly clinching regional titles and ranking 

within the top 10 nationally. But at home, 
Sewanee riders did not have access to an 
elite-level facility. 

“Finally our facilities will be comparable 
to our level of competitiveness and match 
our ability,” said Lydia Mott, C’06, one of 
this year’s varsity riders. 

Before, riders had to practice in inclem-
ent weather and the team’s horses lived 
outside, even during the bitterest winter 
days. Being able to ride inside will be a huge 
plus for riders as well as horses, according 
to Coach Taylor. 

“Horses are athletes, too. It wears them 
down facing weather 365 days a year,” she 
said. The new center has the capacity to 
board every horse inside. 

In the past, the lack of indoor boarding 
space also deterred potential horse donors 
(all horses owned by the University are 

donated). “With the new facility, we hope 
more people will be interested in donating 
top-quality horses,” said Sarah Howell, 
C’05, whose parents, Margaret-Mary and 
David Howell, chaired the fund-raising 
campaign. 

The new equestrian center already has 
attracted a record number of prospective 
students. According to Taylor, 50 students 
visiting Sewanee last year indicated an 
interest in Sewanee’s equestrian program. 
This year, that number has tripled.

“It is so rare that a school this size even 
has its own facilities on campus, let alone 
ones that are as impressive as what we’ll 
have,” said katharine Wilkinson, C’05. 

The team continues to raise money for 
re-fencing, renovating the existing facility, 
and revamping the entrance and driveway. 
Over Family Weekend, a silent auction 
drew nearly 100 people and raised $7,500. 
“The biggest news of the night was that an 
anonymous donor issued a challenge that 
every dollar raised up to $200,000 would 
be matched,” Taylor said. 

Such success did not happen overnight. 
“Boy, has it ever changed,” said Gerald 
Smith, professor of religion, whose first 
daughter began riding at the age of six 
nearly 25 years ago. “We have gone from 
a farm with jumps to an equestrian center 
with a program. Thanks to the persistence 
of many Sewanee women and men, the 
dream is coming true.” 

—By Laura Hahn, C’06

University of the South Equestrian Center: Then and Now

1973 — First Facility Completed  Total Stalls: 16, 1 Barn, 1 Outdoor Ring 
1990 — Fire Caused by arson Guts Facility
1991 — rebuilding Completed  Total Stalls: 18, 1 Barn, 1 Outdoor Ring
2004 — Phase i of new Center Completed
 Total Stalls: 50 
 2 Barns (new, 32-stall Gladys T. Quarles Barn and old, 18-stall barn)
 Dansby Arena (80 ft. by 300 ft. indoor riding arena)
 C. David Therrien Tack Room
 Jean C. Raulston Viewing Room
beyond 2004 — Phase ii of new Center underway
 Renovation of old facility, fencing, and entrance

For more information, go to <http://athletics.sewanee.edu/equestrian/>
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A new field for field hockey

After 29 years of playing and practicing on 
other teams’ turf (including the baseball 
outfield), Sewanee field hockey has a field 
of its own. Thanks to an active group of 
parents, one of the intramural fields across 
from Trezevant Hall has been transformed 
into a proper surface for field hockey. 

It took only three months to raise 
$33,000 from field hockey alumni and 
parents. The University contributed an-
other $14,000 to complete the project. 
Last April and May, the field was bulldozed 
and leveled, a sprinkler system installed, 
and Bermuda grass planted. 

“In field hockey, the quality of the sur-
face has a huge impact on the game,” says 
Coach Barb Taylor. “For the players, it’s a 
nice facility in a beautiful location. They are 
very appreciative of what the parents have 

Cardwell heads men’s golf 

Carter Cardwell is in his first year as the 
Sewanee men’s golf coach. Previous coach 
Tim Whittle is now an assistant basketball 
coach at Washington University. 

Cardwell, who also serves as the offensive 
coordinator for the Tiger football program, 
was a member of the first varsity golf team 
at Loudon (Tenn.) High School. He played 
No. 1 for Loudon and hit the first shot in 
the school’s first varsity match.

Cardwell is a 1981 graduate of Middle 
Tennessee State with a degree in health 
education. He earned a master’s degree 
in administration and supervision from 
Clemson in 1985.

“We have a young and talented team 
which should prove to be very competitive 
this spring in the strong Southern Colle-
giate Athletic Conference,” said Cardwell.

Celebrating 129 years of athletic history, the University inducted 23 individuals and two teams on September 
3 as the inaugural class of the new Sewanee Athletics Hall of Fame. Pictured are (front row) Bonnie Patrick 
Hannah, C’90, tennis; Fairlie Scott Herron, C’92, tennis; Anne Moore Smith, C’90, tennis; Horace Moore, 
coach for football, golf, tennis, track, and wrestling; Ellen Gray Maybank Hogan, C’90, tennis; Kelley Jones 
Black, C’91, tennis; Katy Morrissey, C’90, tennis; Conchie Shackelford, tennis coach; (back row) Scott 
Ferguson, C’79, swimming; Bill Johnson, C’66, football; Andy Finlay, C’59, football; Laura Middleton 
Adams, C’90, tennis; Cameron Tyer, C’93, tennis; Kim Valek, C’87, basketball; Reed Bell, C’50, football; 
Pat Guerry, C’89, tennis; M.L. Agnew, C’64, football. Living members not pictured: Lauren Hagan, C’93, 
tennis; Nicki Oliver Root, C’93, tennis; Kyle Rote Jr., C’72, soccer and track; John Shackelford, assistant 
tennis coach; Paul Tessmann, C’66, wrestling; and Kit Walsh, C’91, basketball. For more information about all 
members of the Sewanee Athletics Hall of Fame, visit <http://athletics.sewanee.edu/news/11153.html>.

Athletics Hall of Fame Inaugurated Call for Nominations

Nominations are open for the 2005 hall of 
fame class. Varsity student-athletes who have 
earned at least one varsity letter are eligible 
for induction 10 years after their class has 
graduated. Varsity teams and former mem-
bers of the athletic staff are also eligible. All 
nominees must have exemplary qualities of 
character and standards of conduct.

Nominations must be made in writing 
and include documentation of the nominees’ 
qualifying accomplishments. Send letters of 
nomination by March 1, 2005, to Jay Fisher, 
Executive Director of the Associated Alumni, 
The University of the South, 735 University 
Ave., Sewanee, TN 37383-1000. 

For complete details about the nomi-
nation process and qualification criteria, 
contact Mark Webb, director of athletics, at 
931.598.1388 or mwebb@sewanee.edu, or 
visit <http://www.sewaneeonline.com/hall-
offame.html>.

done for them.”
The 2004 season ended on November 7 

with a 1–0 loss to Rhodes in the field hockey 
championship finals of the inaugural 
Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference 
tournament. Sewanee closed out the 2004 
campaign at 8–9. 

The field hockey team and field hockey alumni cut 
the ribbon on the new field, led by Coach Barb 
Taylor (far left). 

Visit Sewanee Athletics  
on the web

http://athletics.sewanee.edu
Get the latest Sewanee sports news and schedules; 

sign up for Tigersports e-mail updates.
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For soprano Courtenay Budd Caramico, 
C’90, the “sense of community and the 
shared enthusiasm of discovery and creativ-
ity” that she experienced at Sewanee were 
the “best preparation I could have for a 
competitive career.” 

Caramico was honored as the Dis-
tinguished Young Alumna at the annual 
Homecoming awards breakfast. Also receiv-
ing awards were Jeffrey W. Runge, C’77, 
administrator of the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, honored 
as Distinguished Alumnus; Robert keele, 
C’56, former dean of the college and 
professor emeritus, who was presented the 
Distinguished Faculty/Staff Award; and 
Norwood C. Harrison, C’38, who received 
the Crawford Alumni Service Award.

Runge noted that he has received “a lot 
of breaks” in his life, but the biggest of these 
was receiving a Wilkins Scholarship that al-
lowed the “fourth child of a Lutheran pastor 
to attend Sewanee. This place has given me 
countless role models and it has taught me 
always to speak the truth. That is the honor 
code of this place.”

keele spoke of the many mentors he had 
at Sewanee as an undergraduate and their 
support for his graduate studies and teaching 
career. He also spoke of the changes he has 
seen at Sewanee in the past 52 years, adding 
that “whatever the changes have been, they 
have not compromised what this place is.”

Harrison reflected that Sewanee con-
tinues to be a stronger part of his life each 
year.

During the ceremony, a portrait of Betty 
Nick Chitty, the late University historiog-
rapher and admissions and financial aid 
staff member, was unveiled. It was created 
by David C. Terry, C’82.

Courtenay Budd Caramico’s expressive 
soprano has been praised as “a voice for con-
noisseurs.” The recipient of a 2001 Sullivan 
Foundation Career Grant, she won the 2001 
Young Concert Artists International Audi-
tions, leading to acclaimed recital debuts in 
New York, Washington, D.C., and Boston. 

Her first CD, Korngold’s Hollywood Songbook, will 
be released on the VMS label in 2005. A 
Georgia native, Caramico also holds a degree 
from Westminster Choir College. She lives 
in New York’s Hudson Valley. 

Jeff Runge is administrator of the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, America’s lead federal agency 
for the prevention and control of motor- 
vehicle-related death and injury. A native of 
North Carolina, Runge is an accomplished 
emergency physician and a nationally recog-
nized expert in motor-vehicle crash injury. 
His interest in injury prevention began with 
his work in Sewanee’s Emergency Medical 
Service. He received his medical degree from 
the Medical University of South Carolina in 
Charleston.

A Georgia native, Norwood Harrison was 
a French major and member of Pi kappa 
Phi at Sewanee. He also earned a master’s 
degree from Wofford College in 1951. Dur-
ing his long career as a writer and editor and 
during his retirement, Harrison has always 

made time for Sewanee. He is one of the 
longest-standing class representatives and 
has consistently persuaded a high percent-
age of his classmates to contribute to the 
Sewanee Fund through his legendary class 
newsletters. 

Bob keele has always said that the rela-
tionships he made with his students over 
the years are what he treasures most among 
his experiences on the Mountain. A na-
tive of Manchester, Tennessee, keele went 
on to earn master’s and doctoral degrees 
from Emory University. In 1961, he joined 
Sewanee’s faculty, ultimately serving as its 
dean, from 1991 to 1999, and as the Alfred 
Walter Negley Professor of Political Sci-
ence, as well as his department’s chair. He 
retired in 2003. He continues to be an 
active member of Otey Parish in Sewanee 
and regularly teaches during the Sewanee 
Summer Seminar. 

For more details about these distinguished 
alumni, visit <http://sewaneetoday.sewanee.
edu/2002homenews/12140.html>.

Alumni honored for distinguished careers and service

Associated Alumni Officers

rhea F. bowden, C’76, President
Marichal Gentry, C’86, Vice President for Admissions

robert M. Crichton Jr., C’71, Vice President for Annual Fund
don Olmstead, C’81, Vice President for Career Services

robert d. Fain, t’83, Vice President for Church Relations
rondal K. richardson, C’91, Vice President for Communications

anthony Gooch, C’59, Vice President for Planned Giving
vicky vieth bratton, C’88, Vice President for Regions

Joanne e. boyd, C’77, Vice President for Reunions
the rev. susan sloan, t’96, Vice President for School of Theology

Julie e. Curd, C’92, Vice President for Young Alumni

Caramico Runge Keele Harrison
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Associated Alumni

Dear Fellow Alumni,

It has been a happy and exciting year for the Associ-
ated Alumni. There has been great activity among 
the Sewanee Clubs. With 76 events in 38 different 
cities, more than one event per week took place 
somewhere around the country.

Last August, the Volunteer Weekend and meeting 
of the Alumni Council brought over 120 volunteers 
and guests to the Mountain for information, train-
ing, and activities. Further information concerning 
the University’s strategic goals was shared in off-
campus meetings with volunteers in top Sewanee markets.

Exciting new programs are taking off in two specific areas. The Office of Career 
Services has established a networking program in four targeted cities (Atlanta, 
Charlotte, New York, and Washington, D.C.). This network provides a way 
for alumni to advise current students and recent graduates. Plans call for the 
expansion of the program to other cities in the near future. Another initiative is 
the Student Alumni Leadership Council, which is designed to educate student 
leaders in the college about University governance and financial matters and 
about volunteer opportunities as alumni.

I hope you will make plans to join other alumni in the upcoming sixth annual 
Sewanee Golf Classic, which will take place on the Mountain on June 10 and 
11. Other dates to reserve include Volunteer Weekend on August 5 and 6, 
Homecoming on October 7 and 8, and the alumni excursions planned for 
New Orleans and the Mississippi River on November 3–7.

I also want to express my sincere appreciation to Pete McGriff, C’41, for making 
possible the transformation of his beloved Phi Delta Theta house into the new 
McGriff Alumni House. The McGriff Alumni House will certainly provide a 
warm and welcoming center for all alumni when they return to Sewanee.

In closing, let me say a word of thanks to the officers of the Associated Alumni 
for their gifts of time and talent and to all of the alumni volunteers for your 
devotion to our alma mater.

Regards,

rhea bowden, C’76 
President, The Associated Alumni

Upcoming Events 

alumni Officers Meeting in 
Charleston, March 4

sewanee Golf Classic, June 10–11

volunteer weekend, August 5–6

athletics hall of Fame induction, 
September 10

College homecoming and reunion, 
October 7–9

school of theology dubose lectures 
and homecoming, October 13–14

alumni excursion to new Orleans and 
riverboat Cruise, November 4–7

For more details about these events, 
call 800.367.1179 or send an e-mail to 
<jafisher@sewanee.edu>.

The old Phi Delta Theta fraternity house, renovated 
last summer and opened in the fall, was dedicated at 
Homecoming as the McGriff Alumni House, in honor 
of a leadership gift by Alice and Pete McGriff, C’41. 
Other alumni involved in the renovation include 
Jimmy Gubelmann, C’69, president of Windigo 
Architects of New York, and interior designer Deb-
bie Deen Ball, C’78. Pews from St. Luke’s and 
St. Augustine’s chapels furnish the building; other 
furnishings were made possible by Elizabeth, C’77, 
and Sandy Finch. All living past presidents of the 
Associated Alumni contributed to the renovation. 
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1938
norwood 
Calhoun 
Harrison an-
nounces the 
birth of his 
great-grand-
daughter, 
Indiana 
Calhoun 
Pellegrino, on 
August 18, 2003. Indy, who is being 
groomed for the Class of 2024, is 
the great-great-great-great-great-
granddaughter of founding trustee 
John Alfred Calhoun. Norwood is also 
to be congratulated for receiving the 
Crawford Alumni Service Award at 
homecoming. 

1950
W. Cothran “Cot” Campbell was 
the Honor Guest at the 73rd annual 
Testimonial Dinner of the Thorough-
bred Club of America on November 
5, 2004. Cot began Dogwood 
Stables and investing in horses with 
his friends as a small operation. After 
a victory by one of their horses in the 
1971 Alcibiades Stakes, Dogwood 
Stables began to grow. In 1973, it 
became Cot’s full time pursuit. The 
company is now headquartered in 
Aiken, S.C., and boasts over 65 
stakes winners. 

1954
roland timberlake lives in Austin, 
Tex., with his wife, Alice Jean. He has 
three children and seven grandchil-
dren. He retired in 2002 after 30 
years of Episcopal ministry.

1958
ed Waldron’s book, Songs with 
a Message, was published on 
September 1, 2004, by Providence 
House. He writes, “It resembles a 
musical biography, having songs 
from the various ministries I’ve had, 
mostly inner-city in Washington, D.C., 
the Bronx, and Boston, together with 
overseas in Trinidad and Panama.”

1960
Gerard S. “Jerry” Moser, after 27 
years in Geneva, Switzerland, as 

rector of Emmanuel Church, has 
moved with his wife, Carole, to Cape 
Town, South Africa. Carole is country 
manager for Crédit Suisse Private 
Banking. Jerry is enjoying retirement. 
His home is perched on the side of 
Twelve Apostles Mountain overlooking 
the Atlantic Ocean. Sewanee grads 
traveling through Cape Town are 
invited to contact Jerry and enjoy a 
Jack Daniels with him.

1961
robert J. Schneider is spending 
five months in Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, where his wife, Dr. Maria 
R. Lichtmann, is a Fulbright Scholar 
teaching at the Faculty of Islamic 
Studies. Bob sends regular reports of 
their adventures to the Class of ‘61 
Multilogue. Classmates may contact 
him at <bob39@epn.ba> through 
February 1, 2005.

1964
Jim Brown has pub-
lished his Vietnam 
War memoir, Impact 
Zone: The Battle of 
the DMZ in Vietnam, 
1967–1968 (Univer-
sity of Alabama Press, 2004). The 
book documents Brown’s intense 
battle experiences throughout his 13 
months of service as a Marine first 
lieutenant on the DMZ in 1967–68. 
According to the publisher, “This 
high-action account also reflects 
the growth of Brown’s belief that the 
Vietnam War was mis-fought due to 
the unproductive political leader-
ship of President Johnson and his 
administration.” Walter L. Cowart’s 
daughter, Shannon Cowart Cuff, gave 
the commencement address at the 
summer graduation ceremonies at 
Drury University in Springfield, Mo., 
on August 14, 2004. Shannon was 
awarded her master’s of education 
at the ceremony. Gresh Lattimore 
writes, “Here’s how the Sewanee 
Club of Boston works. In May 2001 
Mahvash Malik, C’03, e-mailed 
me, looking for an apartment for an 
eight-week internship at Harvard Uni-
versity ... And she only could afford 
about $500 a month. Simply not 
possible in Cambridge! So we invited 
her to stay with us. After Mahvash 
graduated, she took a job at Harvard 

classnotes@sewanee.edu
A convenient way to keep in touch with the Sewanee community.

Send e-mail: classnotes@sewanee.edu 
to submit:
■ Class notes for Sewanee magazine.
■ Class notes for the Web site, <www.sewanee.edu/alumni>.
■ Digital photos for the magazine  
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■ Changes in your address.

Thanks for noting that:
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Office of Communications
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
800.367.1179

Alumni Photograph Policies
■ We accept photos of Sewanee groups at weddings and other special events. 

With the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni pictured; birth 
date, parents’ names, and class years with photos of children; dates and 
locations of events pictured. 

■ Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; color is pre-
ferred.  Prints should be on glossy paper with no surface texture.

■ Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 250 pixels per inch. Low resolution 
photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.

■ Prints will be returned at your request. Write your name and address on the 
back of the photo. 

Charlie Guy, ed Platt, and ned McCrady, all C’55, met in October 2004 at 
a reunion of the Air Force flying school class 57-I at the Air Force Academy in 
Colorado. 
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again. This time we helped her find 
an apartment near the university 
and saw her periodically during the 
following year. When she married her 
Sewanee sweetheart, Fahd Arshad, 
C’02, in July 2004 in Pittsburgh, 
Penn., we interrupted our vacation 
in Maine and flew to Pittsburgh to 
celebrate the occasion! And we got 
to meet her parents who had come 
from Karachi, Pakistan, to celebrate 
with her.” See the photo of the wed-
ding reception above.

1966
The Rev. Canon James G. Callaway 
Jr., deputy for grants from Trin-
ity Church, New York, met with the 
Africa Anglican Bishops’ Conference 
summit in Lagos, Nigeria, in October 
2004. According to an Episcopal 
News Service report, Callaway told 
the gathering of 300 bishops that 
HIV/AIDS was clearly top on the 
church’s agenda as it faced chal-
lenges in Africa, and he pledged 
Trinity’s commitment in the struggle.

1967
richard e. Brewer has been 
appointed assistant director for 
the Education for Ministry (EFM.) 
Program at the School of Theology. A 
parish priest for more than 30 years, 
his experience with EFM began in 
1975, serving as a mentor, trainer, 
coordinator, and contributor to the 
development of the program’s cur-
riculum. He will work with the Rev. 

Johnna Camp, interim program direc-
tor, and the EFM staff. Most recently, 
Richard was priest-in-charge of St. 
Martin’s Church in Pryor, Okla., and 
is director of the Deacon Formation 
Program for the Episcopal Diocese 
of Oklahoma. Richard’s wife, Dee, 
teaches nursing at Platt College in 
Tulsa, Okla. The couple has three 
children: Anne, an artist living in 
Tulsa; Brian, who works in the infor-
mation technology department of 
the University of Oklahoma Medical 
Center and lives in Norman, Okla.; 
and Casey, a senior at Jenks High 
School. Jim Sutton wrote in June 
2004, “I recently returned from a 
30-day walking tour (self-directed) in 
England of Cornwall, the Cotswalds, 
Thames Way, and the Lake District. I 
stayed at youth hostels (these are no 
longer your children’s youth hostels), 
backpackers hostels (these are your 
children’s/grandchildren’s youth 
hostels) and the old trusted B&Bs.” 

1969
Dan F. Callahan iii retired from the 
military on October 19, 2004, follow-
ing 34 years of service in the U.S. Air 
Force and the Tennessee Air National 
Guard. His career started with a 
tour in Southeast Asia (Thailand) in 
1970 and 1971 and closed with a 
tour in Southwest Asia (Kyrgyzstan) 
in 2002. He received the Legion of 
Merit Medal at a ceremony in late 
October 2004. Other awards include 
the Bronze Star, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, and four Air Medals. He has 

over 9,000 flying hours, includ-
ing 1,000 combat hours, mostly 
in the C-130 aircraft. He moved to 
Hernando, Miss., in December to live 
with his new wife, Laura. They were 
married on the Mississippi River 
on May 25, 2003. Several alumni 
attended his retirement dinner: Bill 
Bertrand, C’65; Jimmy Wilson, C’65; 
Milton Schaefer, C’68; Pat eagan, 
C’72; and tim Callahan, C’72.

1970
Ben Alford has moved to Beaumont, 
Tex. Claude Arrington is practic-
ing law in Florida and playing golf 
when he has the time. Bill Bennett 
retired from the Air Force 11 years 
ago. He subsequently worked for a 
computer company specializing in 
software for manufacturing and then 
became a bookkeeper with three 
small companies as clients. He and 
his wife, Molly Bennett, C’72, are 
the majority owners of the Bennett 
School of Irish Dance and a studio 
complex, the Friendship Irish Dance 
Center, in Denver, Colo. Their lives 
center around those enterprises and 
Molly’s dressmaking business, It’s 
Knotwork to Me. The school is very 
active in competition and shows, 
and it enrolls 140 dancers from 4 
to 62 years old. Jerry Cesnick lives 
near Birmingham, Ala., and works 
as a manufacturer’s representative 
in the energy business. He and his 
wife, Nancy, have three children, two 
of whom have graduated from the 
University of Alabama. Andy Cherney 

is practicing law in Dayton, Ohio. His 
practice involves mergers, acquisi-
tions, and corporate law. Dwight 
Davis is doing consulting work for 
small electric co-operatives and is 
planning a vacation trip to Seattle, 
Wash., and the Canadian Rockies. 
Carolis Deal is a wholesaler in the 
spirit-importing business called 
Ideal North America located in San 
Francisco, Calif. He spends a lot of 
time in France and Greece. Forrest 
Dillon sang at this summer’s Amherst 
Early Music Festival at Bennington 
College. He sang a program of 16th-
century German music, including 
“Ecce Quam Bonum” by Ludwig 
Senfl (c. 1486-1543). He writes, 
“I’ve been singing for many years, 
but have never before run across 
a setting of the University motto.” 
Melvin Gray is interim minister for 
a 700-member Episcopal church in 
Clemson, S.C. Melvin also started a 
coffee house there, and Bob Green 
Jr. is a member of his congregation. 
Guy Griffith has two boys attend-
ing colleges in California — Whittier 
College and Chapman University. 
Both are active in sports. reagan 
Houston and his wife, Tricia, live in 
San Antonio, Tex. Tricia is a profes-
sional in the oil and gas industry. 
Steve Kerschner owns his own law 
practice in downtown Chicago, where 
he concentrates on real estate law. 
He was married four years ago and 
had a good visit to Sewanee recently. 
David Loftis, now a grandfather, lives 
in Horseshoe, N.C., and works for 
the U.S. Forest Service. His daughter 

Fahd Arshad, C’02, and Mahvash Malik, C’03, were married in July 2004 in 
Pittsburgh, Penn. Pictured: Peter Marquez; Fahd Arshad; Mahvash Malik; Vicki 
Sells; Chelsea Avirett, C’02; Gresh Lattimore, C’64. Marquez and Sells work in 
Sewanee’s Academic Technology Services.

Lacy Hunt, C’64; John McDowell, C’64; and Bill rue, C’64, attended the wed-
ding of John’s daughter, Joy McDowell Phillips, in Waco, Tex., on August 7, 2004.
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tor, and an assistant United States 
attorney for the Department of Justice. 

1974
virginia “Ginny” ennett Graybiel 
was named assistant managing 
editor–news for the News Journal 
in Pensacola, Fla., where she has 
been a longtime reporter. She won 
the Gannett Company’s annual 
Outstanding Achievement in Writing 
award. Chosen among 92 Gannett 
newspapers, the award recognized 
Ginny’s story on a local politician 
facing corruption charges. 

1976
Cynthia Cross Del Moore vaca-
tioned in Washington, D.C., last year 
with Kathryn Brice Kuklish, C’75, 
and her family. Her son, Nicholas 
David Del Moore, entered college last 
fall. M. edward Krenson graduated 
on May 8, 2004, with an Ed.D. in 
Professional Practics from Trevecca 
Nazarene University in Nashville, 
Tenn. His dissertation, “The Randolph 
School Resonance Program: New 
Paradigms for Teacher Development, 
Evaluation, and Compensation,” was 
recognized with a Dissertation Proj-
ect Award by the School of Education 
for 2004. He began his 17th year as 
a head of school and the fifth year 
as president and head of Randolph 
School in Huntsville, Ala. Christine 
Cross Madison vacationed in France 
and Israel last summer. Her daughter 
Emily is a graduate of Georgia Tech, 
living in Atlanta, and her daughter 
Caroline is a marine biologist, a 
graduate of the University of Mary-
land, living in Cambridge, Md. 

1977
Anne Brakebill tiura still lives in 
Seattle and practices commercial 
real estate law with Heller Ehrman 
White & McAuliffe L.L.P. As of June 
she was preparing to take a leave of 
absence for the summer to spend 
extra time with her 12-year old son 
Joel, with a trip to Ireland in July. 
Anne enjoys swing and ballroom 
dancing, studying Italian, jazz piano 
and bluegrass banjo, going to Europe 
as often as possible, and spending 
time with her significant other Steve 
Rice, a professional accordionist and 
jazz pianist.

Mountain Memories

kyle Rote Jr., C’72, responded to the Mountain Memo-
ries feature, “Sewanee Goes Co-Ed,” in the summer 
2004 magazine. He said the photo was probably taken in 
fall 1970, the second year that women were admitted to 
the college. The woman on the left is Mary Lynne Lykins, 
C’74, who became Rote’s wife. On the right is Christine 
Griffin (now Caldwell), C’74. 

and now works as a consultant for a 
technical data-link system business. 
He travels abroad frequently, most 
recently to New Zealand, Australia, 
and Hawaii. His wife is a librarian, 
and his two children are both out 
of college. His son works in the 
department store industry, and his 
daughter owns a greenhouse in Mas-
sachusetts. tony train’s daughter, 
Nancy, is a senior English major at 
Sewanee. Nancy spent last semester 
abroad in London and had a great 
experience. Tony is working as a 
paralegal in Philadelphia, Penn. Chip 
Watt reports that his son, Hansell, 
is working as a first-year associate 
with the litigation department of the 
Atlanta office of Troutman Sanders, 
L.L.P., attorneys-at-law, and that his 
daughter, Julianne, is working with 
the Savannah Morning News, Savan-
nah, Ga. George White celebrated 
the birth of his first grandson and 
enjoyed a successful five-day fishing 
trip in the Gulf. Jess Womack worked 
on the ranch last spring with his son, 
who graduated from Colgate College.

1973
Margaret “Meg” Duncan Binnicker 
is associate editor, with Editor-in-
Chief Carroll Van West, of A History of 
Tennessee Arts: 
Creating Tradi-
tions, Expanding 
Horizons (Uni-
versity of Ten-
nessee Press, 
2004). The 
volume con-
tains essays 
by Meg Binnnicker; 
George Core, editor of The Sewanee 
Review; Leslie Richardson, instructor 
in Italian; John Grammer, associate 
professor of English; and Preston 
Merchant, C’90. This richly illustrated 
book, cosponsored by the Tennessee 
Arts Commission and the Tennessee 
Historical Society, covers Tennessee 
arts in five parts: the visual arts and 
architecture; craft arts; literary arts; 
speech, theater, dance, and film; and 
music. Deborah Davis was appointed 
chief administrative law judge for the 
Tupelo, Miss., hearing office. Before 
the appointment, Deborah main-
tained a private practice and taught 
paralegal studies at the University of 
Mississippi. Deborah has worked as a 
federal criminal prosecutor, civil litiga-

lives near Asheville, N.C., and his son 
has graduated from Belmont Abbey 
College and lives in Charlotte, N.C. 
Chuck Meadows owns his own law 
firm in downtown Dallas. robert 
Murfree is taking a break from 
banking and getting a commercial 
real estate license. His twin boys are 
in their last year of dental school at 
Memphis, Tenn., and his daughter 
attends the University of Tennes-
see. Jim Smith is practicing law in 
Fairhope, Ala. His practice is mostly 
real estate business and probate law. 
He has two children that have both 
graduated from college, one from 
University of South Alabama and 
one from Sanford University. George 
Sewell is working as general counsel 
for The Facility Group, an engineering 
and construction company in Atlanta, 
Ga. He has two boys in college who 
were both Eagle Scouts, and his 
daughter is in the 10th grade. Carter 

Steele is the chief operating officer 
for a real estate investment trust in 
Nashville, Tenn. He spends some of 
his winters in a vacation home in 
Sarasota, Fla., and stays in close 
contact with Barrett Broyles, who is 
a lumber broker. Jack Stephenson 
practices law in Birmingham, Ala. 
He has a son who is a senior at 
the University of Alabama, and his 
daughter is a sophomore at Auburn. 
Bill Stewart is semi-retired from 
computer work. He is active in the 
Sports Car Club of America and 
works in about 12 races a year. Bob 
taylor is a computer programmer 
and works for a community college 
in south Texas. He is looking forward 
to the birth of his first grandchild in 
January. Ben teasley is in the home 
repair business in Atlanta. He has 
two daughters, one of whom recently 
graduated from Maryville College. 
Joe toole is retired from the Air Force 



Winter 2005 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 33Winter 2005 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 33

The challenge of translating a scene of visual beauty into an 
artwork that captures the scene’s essence in thousands of 
tiny lines — that’s what motivates Joe Winkelman, C’64, 

to produce, with laborious and loving attention, his prints of im-
ages ranging from architectural wonders to peaceful gardens to 
awe-inspiring mountaintops. 

Winkelman’s work was part of the exhibit “Works on Paper I: 
Three Printmakers,” which opened on Homecoming weekend at 
the University Art Gallery. The other two participants were Fred 
Mutebi of Uganda and Sandra Swan of Boston, Massachusetts. 

Although he was an English major at Sewanee (for which choice 
he credits Willie Cocke, professor of English emeritus), he con-
siders his liberal arts education to have laid the foundation for his 
artistic career. In fact, he got interested in studying visual art by 
looking at William Blake’s combination of drawings and poetry. 
Taking a couple of studio art classes and working on the yearbook 
and The Sewanee Purple further whetted his artistic interests. 

Beyond these hands-on experiences with art and design, his 
education gave him the adaptability to make his way as an artist. 
“The whole argument for the liberal arts is that it encourages you 
to use your mind and think and solve problems,” he says. “When I 
talk to young people who say they want to be artists, I always tell them 

Creating Life with Lines
Oxford printmaker Joe Winkelman, C’64, exhibits his work at the University Art Gallery

that part of the creativity that needs development is making your 
own way, your own direction, and learning how you can continue 
to make your work and survive.”

After serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in Tanzania, Winkel-
man started the M.B.A. program at the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Wharton School. He aborted that course of study to enroll in Ox-
ford University’s Ruskin School of Drawing, from which he earned 
a Certificate in Fine Art in 1971. He settled in Oxford, England, 
with his wife, Lowell, a research biochemist, to practice his art. An 
honorary fellow of the Printmakers’ Council of Great Britain and 
of the Royal Watercolour Society, he is also a past president of the 
Royal Society of Painter–Printmakers.

Winkelman usually produces four or five new etchings per year, 
ranging in size from 2 feet by 2 feet to as small as a postage stamp. 
He makes editions of 50 to 250 prints of each image. The prints 
shown at Sewanee were made over the last 10 to 15 years. 

Of the print “Fir and Yew,” shown here, he says, “I obviously 
love to look at nature, and somehow it communicates the beauty of 
existence itself in these two trees. … To demonstrate my apprecia-
tion for them and my amazement at the beauty of nature, I just like 
to draw them and recreate their essence with lines.” 

— Laura Barlament
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college class notescollege class notes

1983
John evans, C.F.P., has affiliated 
his financial practice with U.B.S. 
Financial Services Inc. in Atlanta, 
Ga. Gregory todd Jones teaches 
law at the Georgia State University 
College of Law, where he recently 
received a joint appointment as 
faculty research fellow. He remains 
director of research at the Interuni-
versity Consortium on Negotiation 
and Conflict Resolution as well as 
editor-in-chief of the C.N.C.R. Press. 
Gregory combines his legal educa-
tion with a doctoral degree in deci-
sion sciences to conduct research at 
the intersection of law and statistics. 
He has recently worked as an expert 
on the statistics of capital sentencing 
discrimination for the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky. He testified as an expert 
on Hispanic jury underrepresentation 
in Georgia Superior Court. He also 
testified before the House Judiciary 
Committee of the Georgia General 
Assembly on matters related to infla-
tion adjustments for state bankruptcy 
exemptions. His research last sum-
mer related to statistical sampling 
evidence was extensively cited in 
an opinion by the Rhode Island 
Supreme 
Court. Jones 
and his wife, 
Sherry, also 
announce 
the birth of 
their first son, 
Christopher 
Harding, on 
May 1, 2004.

1984
ed Fox teaches geosciences to 
grades 8-12 at Charlotte Latin and 
plays as much Ultimate as he can. 
He ran into trippe Cheek at a tour-
nament in Savannah in August. He 
writes, “For the past year, I’ve been 
performing stand-up comedy at the 
Comedy Zone in Charlotte, with oc-
casional trips on the road when my 
family (wife, Betsy Gayle Fox, C’86, 
and daughters, Ashley and Olivia) 
allows me out.” Stewart H. thomas 
announced in November that he 
was forming a new law firm with tom 
M. Dees iii, C’96. Thomas & Dees 
serves the Dallas business com-
munity in matters involving complex 
business disputes at both the trial 

a cottage industry which supports 
Magdalene with funds and job train-
ing. In the world mission field, she 
has led a team to found a school in 
Ecuador, the Anne Stevens School, 
named for her mother.

1986
thomas C. Lakeman writes that his 
first novel, The Shadow Catchers, has 
been purchased by St. Martin’s Press 
as part of a two-book deal and is 
tentatively scheduled for publication 
in winter 2006. Thomas teaches cre-
ative writing and American literature 
full time at the University of South 
Alabama in Mobile. He would be 
happy to hear from classmates via 
e-mail: <tlakeman@gulftel.com>.

1987
Stephen Alvarez’s pictures from 
Uganda and Sudan are in the 
October issue of the magazine of 
the Crimes of War Project. It may be 
viewed online at <www.crimesofwar.
org/africa-mag/index.html>. The 
Crimes of War Project is a collabo-
ration of journalists, lawyers, and 
scholars dedicated to raising aware-
ness of the laws of war and their 
application in conflict. Stephen’s 
work was also featured in “Descent 
into the Maya Underworld” in the No-
vember issue of National Geographic 
Magazine. He narrated an online 
multimedia feature about the story 
for the magazine’s Web site at <www.
nationalgeographic.com>.

1988
Bill Block and family (Teri; Ashley, 
13; and Will, 9) have relocated to 
Minneapolis, Minn. Bill accepted a 
position with Minnesota Perinatal 
Physicians in July 2004, after six 
years as director of maternal fetal 
medicine at East Tennessee State 
University. They can be reached at 
<william.blockjr@allina.com>. He 
writes, “All involved are enjoying 
the new opportunities of a large 
city, and apprehensively awaiting 
our first northern winter.” Caroline 
Burney married Morgan Cederblom 
in Atlanta, Ga., on April 17, 2004. 
The couple resides in Atlanta. Buck 
Gorrell and iska Hoole, C’92, live 
in the Jump Off community near 
Sewanee. Buck is celebrating his first 

In October 2004, three Sewanee 
alums who have kindergarteners in 
the same classroom at Charlotte 
Latin School in Charlotte, N.C., 
posed for this shot: ed Fox, C’84, 
with Olivia; Matt Wedding, C’85, 
with Abigail; Scott ensor, C’85, 
with Ryan.

nancy Greenwood, C’86; Susan 
Landreth everitt, C’88; Kyle 
Dice Seage, C’88; and Annette 
Carpenter Wawerna, C’88, in 
Augusta, Ga., met at the launch 
party for Falling Stars: Air Crashes 
That Filled Rock and Roll Heaven 
by Rich Everitt, Susan’s husband.

and appellate levels. Stewart is a 
lifelong resident of Dallas and holds 
a law degree from the University of 
Texas Law School. 

1985
Halsey Cook, president of Carrier 
Corporation’s North American 
residential division, was elected to 
the Seabury-Western Theological 
Seminary’s board of trustees. He 
lives in Indianapolis, Ind., where 
he and his family are members 
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
Giff Gfroerer’s Firefighter George 
children’s videos have continued to 
receive recognition, recently from 
Learning Magazine and the Institute 
for Childhood Resources. rebecca 
Stevens-Hummon, an Episcopal 
chaplain at Vanderbilt University, 
received the first 2004 DuBose 
Award for Service from the School 
of Theology. Rebecca received a 
Certificate in Anglican Studies from 
the School of Theology in 1991 and 
earned a Master of Divinity degree 
from Vanderbilt, where she has been 
chaplain of St. Augustine’s Chapel 
since 1995. In presenting the award, 
Allan M. Parrent, interim dean of the 
seminary, cited Rebecca’s wide-rang-
ing ministry to women in the Nash-
ville area and Ecuador. She is best 
known for founding, funding, and 
managing Magdalene, a Nashville 
program to rehabilitate women with 
a criminal history of drug abuse and 
prostitution, and also Thistle Farms, 

todd votteler, C’85, and Sharmon Sullivan were married in June 2003. Pictured: 
Allen Culp, C’84; David Hay, C’84; Ward Wilson, C’85; Sharmon Sullivan Vot-
teler; todd votteler; tom Jones, C’87; teri Jones, C’89; trey Coale, C’89.
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anniversary as South Cumberland/
Sequatchie Valley project manager 
for the Land Trust for Tennessee. Iska 
is starting a part-time mediation 
practice. They are the proud parents 
of Myers Browning Gorrell (2), slaves 
to two cats and two dogs, and the 
proud owners of a 1956 Allis Chalm-
ers WD-45 tractor. Maurine Walling 
McCourry 
and her hus-
band, Chris, 
announce 
the birth of 
their first 
child, Estelle 
Maurine, 
on April 25, 
2004. They live in Hillsdale, Mich., 
where Maurine and Chris work for 
Hillsdale College. William L. Yoder 
is heading a group of organizers 
forming a new community bank to 
be known as the Bank of Tullahoma 
in Tullahoma, Tenn. Yoder holds a 
master’s degree from Vanderbilt 
University and is a graduate of the 
Tennessee School of Banking and 
the Graduate School of Banking in 
Baton Rouge, La. He has worked 
for First Virginia Banks and First 
American National Bank in Nashville. 
He moved to Tullahoma in 1996 as 
district manager for USBank. He and 
his wife, Joanne thorson Yoder, have 
two sons, Cooper and Spencer.

1989
Beckee Morrison moved to the 
Hawaiian island of Molokai last 
summer. She lives in Kaunakakai 
and teaches seventh-grade English 
at Molokai Intermediate School in 
Hoolehua. Hallie Waller Porter and 
her husband, David, announce the 
birth of their third child, Eleanor 
Grace. Marsey Waller, C’91, is the 
baby’s aunt. Michael reeves and his 
wife, Julie, 
announce 
the birth of 
their third 
child and 
second 
daughter, 
Vivian 
Asbridge, 
on April 26, 
2003. Michael reports that Vivi’s 
been a joy to have around the house 
and is holding her own against 
older siblings Spencer (5) and Kate 

(4). Last summer, he accepted the 
position of senior managing director 
at Third Avenue Management L.L.C. 
in New York City, where he heads up 
institutional sales, marketing, and 
client service. Third Avenue Manage-
ment is an $8.5 billion (assets) 
value-oriented money management 
firm. Michael spent the summer 
living in midtown Manhattan and 
commuting home to Memphis on 
weekends. The family moved to 
New Canaan, Conn., over Labor Day 
weekend and look forward to seeing 
any Sewanee folks passing through 
the New York metro area.

1990
Dennis Dean Kezar Jr. married 
Heather Lynn Andrews in All Saints’ 
Chapel in Sewanee on July 24, 
2004. Preston Merchant contrib-
uted an article about the Sewanee 
Writers’ Conference to A History of 
Tennessee Arts: Creating Traditions, 
Expanding Horizons (University of 
Tennessee Press, 2004). Margaret 
Duncan Binnicker, C’73, is associ-
ate editor of the volume. George 
Stevenson’s book, Veg Out: Vegetar-
ian Guide to Seattle and Portland, 
was published in October 2004. It’s 
the latest in the Veg Out Vegetarian 
Guide series from Gibbs Smith, Pub-
lisher, highlighting vegetarian-friendly 
restaurants in different regions of 
the country. A graduate of the New 
England Culinary Institute, George 
has worked in kitchens throughout 
the Southeast and Northwest, such 

as Fuller’s Restaurant in Seattle 
and Sunset Grill in Nashville. He is 
now the banquet chef at the Willows 
Lodge Hotel and the executive chef 
of the DiStefano Winery in Woodin-
ville, Wash.

1991
Molly Hood Craig and her husband, 
Steven, announce the birth of their 
third child and second son, Michael 
Holmes, on July 26, 2004. Patrick 
irwin was the subject of a magazine 
feature, in issue 105 of Dirt Rag: 
The Mountain Bike Forum. Entitled 
“Tiptoeing through the Tundra,” it 
chronicled Pat’s grueling 500-mile 
bike ride with Mike Curiak through 
the Alaskan Interior in February 

2004. Bradford Ladd and Francie 
Armstrong Ladd, C’92, announce 
the birth of Edward Bradford III on 
March 11, 2004. Edward’s sister, 
Campbell, was 22 months old when 
he was born. Walt and edith Parmer 
live in Houston, Tex., with their two 
wonderful daughters, Grace Wim-
berly (5) and Carolyn Elizabeth (3). 
Grace’s godfather is ernie Miller. 
They see the Millers often and oc-
casionally see Mark Barineau, C’92, 
and his wife. Walt writes, “I moved to 
Austin, Tex., in 1993, and Edith and I 
were married in July, 1993. Edith fin-
ished her law degree at the University 
of Texas in 1994. Edith and I both 
worked for Dell Computer in Austin, 
but in the summer of 1998 we 
moved to Edith’s hometown, Hous-
ton, to start and raise a family. Edith 
works from our home as a contracts 
manager for Hewlett Packard. In July 
of this year, I started my own sales 
performance consulting company, 
Waterline X, and have secured my 
first few clients. Ten years ago I was 
diagnosed with a rare chronic muscle 
disease, dermatomyositis. As a result 
of the disease, I do not have a lot 
of energy or stamina for six months 
out of every 12, but thanks to God, 
family, and friends, life is great.” 
trayte Gassenheimer Peters and 
Mark Peters, C’92, announce the 
birth of Reynolds Walker on October 
26, 2004. He joins his big broth-
ers, Jacob and Gray. rick Smiley is 
a grant and contract officer at East 
Carolina University in Greenville, N.C. 
His wife, Jessie Murray Smiley, C’92, 
is working as an intensive care nurse 

Samantha Fields, C’92, married Kai Bode at St. Francis Episcopal Church on 
May 8, 2004, in Norris, Tenn. She and Kai live in Glendale, Ariz., and attend the 
Thunderbird School of International Management. Pictured: Julie Curd, C’92; 
Michelle Kaemmerling, C’92; Samantha Fields Bode; Harmony Haskins, 
C’92; Jack Cox, C’92.

Graham Hill, C’91, counsel to the 
House Committee on Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure and mem-
ber of the National Council on 
Disability, was featured in the June 
2004 issue of American Hunter. 
The article included an interview 
with Graham in which he spoke 
extensively about challenges fac-
ing the disabled, especially those 
facing hunters with disabilities. 
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In the October 1995 issue 
of Sewanee magazine, Sarah 
Metzgar, C’94, told the story 

of Inela Selimovic, C’99, who 
had escaped from the ongoing 
war in Bosnia and had recently 
arrived in Sewanee on a four-
year scholarship with the help 
and sponsorship of Sewanee staff 
member Sherri Bergman; her 
husband, political science profes-
sor Scott Wilson; and then-vice 
chancellor Sam Williamson and 
his wife, Joan. 

The fall of 1995 marked the 
first time in years that 20-year-
old Selimovic was able to feel 
secure and make plans for her 
future. 

Now, as a Ph.D. student in 
Spanish at the University of 
kentucky, she not only continues 
to look forward to her future, 
but also uses her education and 
her passion for her homeland to 
help other Bosnians find a better 
future as well. 

“Ever since I left Bosnia, I al-
ways try to stay in touch and see what other ways that I could help 
out,” she says. She has done volunteer work for the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, the organization that brought her to the U.S. 
She spent one year working as a volunteer for Network Bosnia in 
Washington, D.C. And last summer, having just finished her Ph.D. 
exams, she decided to seek another way to help Bosnia. 

With financial help from her Sewanee classmate, Rayid Ghany, 
and from Barry Schaefer, whose private foundation assists Bosnian 
students in the U.S., she spent last summer as an intern at the In-
ternational Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), 
established by the United Nations and located in The Hague. 

Within the ICTY, Selimovic worked in the translation unit. Her 
main project was to translate a 500-page document pertaining to 
one of the court’s key cases from English into Bosnian-Croatian-
Serbian (BCS), though she also translated and proofread legal 

documents, news articles, and 
official letters. 

Although problems with the 
trial of former Yugoslav presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic were 
much in the news last summer, 
Selimovic notes that progress 
was made in many other cases. 
Being allowed to observe these 
trials had quite an impact on 
her, she says. 

“I would go and take notes 
and actually in person see some 
of the accused who were behind 
a lot of crimes and atrocities 
committed in Bosnia,” she 
says. “That was both emotional 
and inspirational, because they 
were brought before justice. 
That’s very important for any 
Bosnian. … I think that for 
those victims who have lost 
their families, their homes, 
their belongings, this institu-
tion can bring a little bit of 
hope.” 

After her internship, she 
was able to visit family and 

friends in Bosnia and Croatia. Although evidences of physical 
damage have lessened, she says, economically, politically, and 
spiritually the country still has a long way to go. “It’s sad to see 
people who are willing to work and prosper, but don’t have that 
chance,” she says.

As for her, coming to Sewanee began a new phase of her life. 
She views the United States as home as much as she does Bosnia. 
“Although I so much enjoyed being back [in Bosnia], there’s just 
something about this country and these people who’ve helped me 
so much in the past nine years that I cannot forget and I appreciate 
so much, and that’s why I have so much love for the country and 
the people.

“No matter where we’re from or who we are,” she continues, 
“we all have some kind of dream. My dream-coming-true process 
began in Sewanee.”            — Laura Barlament

A Dream Come True
For Inela Selimovic, C’99, Sewanee helped transform loss into hope

Selimovic works in the translation unit of the International Criminal Tribunal in 
The Hague during the summer of 2004.
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at Pitt County Memorial Hospital in 
Greenville. richard Walters married 
Tiffany Michelle Holland at All Saints’ 
Chapel in Sewanee on June 19, 
2004. They honeymooned in Venice, 
Italy. Since their return, they have 
survived two hurricanes in their new 
house in Orlando, Fla. Richard is an 
Internet application designer with 
Davita Laboratory Services.

1992
iska Hoole and Buck Gorrell, C’88, 
live in the Jump Off community near 
Sewanee. Buck is celebrating his first 
anniversary as South Cumberland/
Sequatchie Valley project manager 
for the Land Trust for Tennessee. Iska 
is starting a part-time mediation 
practice. They are the proud parents 
of Myers Browning Gorrell (2), slaves 
to two cats and two dogs, and 
the proud owners of a 1956 Allis 
Chalmers WD-45 tractor. Francie 
Armstrong Ladd and Bradford Ladd, 
C’91, announce the birth of Edward 
Bradford III on March 11, 2004. 
Edward’s sister, Campbell, was 22 
months old when he was born. Mark 
Peters and trayte Gassenheimer 
Peters, C’91, announce the birth 
of Reynolds Walker on October 26, 
2004. He joins his big brothers, 
Jacob and Gray. Knight Crocker 
Sauls and her husband, Brad, an-
nounce the birth of their daughter, 
Jane Morgan, on February 12, 2004. 
They live in Birmingham, Ala. Jessie 
Murray Smiley is working as an 
intensive care nurse at Pitt County 
Memorial Hospital in Greenville. Her 
husband, rick Smiley, C’91, is a 
grant and contract officer at East 
Carolina University in Greenville, N.C. 
Morgan Meredith tjepkema and her 
husband, Wes, announce the birth 
of Malcolm Warner on October 22, 
2003. He joins big sister Meredith 
(2). The Tjepkemas live in Atlanta, 
Ga., where they own a remodeling 
company, Remodel South Inc.

1993
Scott Hudmon is married and has 
a three-year-old son. He lives in 
Jacksonville, Fla., and works as a 
technology project manager for 
Fidelity National Financial. Sarah 
Shepard Mobius lives in Aldie, Va. 
She and her husband, Mark, recently 
welcomed two new additions to their 

family, Gizmo and Ernie, two burros 
adopted from the Bureau of Land 
Management. Gizmo (4) is from 
Arizona; Ernie (2) is from Nevada. 
They join equine relatives Julius (12) 
and Andy (8) and are enjoying eating 
grass, chasing dogs, and getting 
scratches. Anne tamsberg Pope 
and her husband, Mason, announce 
the birth of Eleanor Woodward on 
December 9, 2003. She joins her 
brother, Mason (3). Sara DeLoney 
terry vanderburg completed her 
education with a bachelor’s of 
science degree in nursing in 1997 
at the University of Alabama in Bir-
mingham. Since 2000, she has been 
a travel nurse, working in Baltimore 
and Silver Spring, Md.; Philadelphia, 
Penn.; Houston and Brownsville, Tex.; 
and Tucson and Phoenix, Ariz. She 
has worked at Columbia, Cornell, 
and Bellevue, and lives in Manhat-
tan. Megan noriega vesser and her 
husband, Glen, announce the birth 
of triplets 
Georgia 
McKinnon, 
Tyson Lamar, 
and Jenion 
Luke, on April 
7, 2004.

1994
erin e. Sellers Hart and her hus-
band, Pete, relocated to Colorado 
Springs from Germany, where he 
served three years with the First 
Armored Division in Friedberg and 
deployed to Baghdad. They have two 
sons, Thomas Boyd (3) and William 
Ryan (18 months). Pete is stationed 
at Fort Carson, and Erin is pursuing a 
master’s in curriculum and education 
and state licensure in Colorado. She 
writes, “When I left for Germany in 
2000, I owned two horses and had 
no children. Now I have two children 
and no horses! (That will change 
eventually).” James McGinley “Mac” 
Jefferson and Kyla Kirkland Jef-
ferson, C’95, announce the birth of 
Elizabeth Potter Jefferson on July 3, 
2004. Their daughter Anne now has 
a sister! Matthew Kenney earned a 
Ph.D. in philosophy from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina in May 2003. 
He is a visiting assistant professor in 
the philosophy and the classics de-
partments at the University of South 

Carolina. 
He and his 
wife, Janet, 
announce 
the birth of 
their first 
child, Grace 
Elizabeth, on 
January 31, 
2004. Kristin Beise Kiblinger and 

her husband, 
Will, an-
nounce 
the birth of 
Madeleine 
(Maddie) 
on February 
21, 2004. 
They are still 
teaching at a 

small Lutheran college in Pennsyl-
vania. robert Steinfeld and Allison 
Lamb Steinfeld, C’95, moved to New 
Orleans, La., where Rob is working at 
New England Financial. Their daugh-
ter, Ann Rose Steinfeld, was born on 
July 2, 2004. eric Stevenson and his 
wife, Carrie, 
announce 
the birth of 
Joseph Cole 
on June 26, 
2004. Scott 
remington, 
C’94, and 
Wallace 
Adams-riley, 
C’92, were present at the hospital. 
Eric practices law with David Sellers 
in Pensacola, Fla., trying both civil 
and criminal cases.

1995
Claiborne W. Brown graduated 
from Officer Candidate School and 
was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in the United States 
Marine Corps on March 26, 2004. In 
September, he was in officer training 
in Quantico, Va. William O. Byars 
and his wife, Betsy, announce the 
birth of Alice Caldwell on January 6, 
2004. William is the assistant vice 
president for the National Bank of 
Commerce in 
Birmingham, 
Ala. Jenny 
Campbell 
and her 
husband, 
Chris, C’96, 
announce 

the birth of Stephen Wesley on Janu-
ary 8, 2004. Jenny is working part 
time as the business transient sales 
manager for Marriott in Salt Lake 
City. Jennifer Hamilton Green and 
her husband, 
Jason, an-
nounce the 
birth of Claire 
Elizabeth 
on April 20, 
2004. Claire 
joins big 
brother, Max 
Peyton. The 
family recently moved to Dyersburg 
from Chattanooga, Tenn. Hilary Marx 
Gregory, her husband, John, and 
first son, Jack (2), welcome Hudson 
Grant, born September 1, 2004. 
Clay Wallace Hershey and emmie 
Gaillard Her-
shey, C’96, 
announce the 
birth of Clay 
Wallace Jr. 
on January 
4, 2004. 
They live in 
Charleston, 
S.C. Kyla Kirkland Jefferson and 
James McGinley “Mac” Jefferson, 
C’94, announce the birth of Elizabeth 
Potter Jefferson on July 3, 2004. 
Their daughter Anne now has a 
sister! Jennifer “J.J.” Pfeil Smith, 
Jason Cowles Smith, and their son, 
Tobin Cowles Smith, moved to Old 
Town Manassas, Va. Justin Sonfield 
and his wife, Cathy, announce the 
birth of a daughter, Alex, in Janu-
ary 2003. Justin was promoted to 
manager of planning and distribu-
tion for the Rich’s, Lazarus, and 
Goldsmith’s Division of Federated 
Department Stores. Justin’s band, 
Nillah, had seven songs featured as 
background music on reality shows 
on MTV. Allison Lamb Steinfeld and 
robert Steinfeld, C’94, moved to 
New Orleans, La., where Rob is work-
ing at New England Financial. Their 
daughter, Ann Rose, was born on July 
2, 2004. trent zivkovich and Marga-
ret upchurch 
zivkovich 
announce the 
birth of their 
first daughter, 
Anna Fran-
ces, on June 
3, 2004.
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1996
Chris Campbell and his wife, Jenny, 
C’95, announce the birth of Stephen 
Wesley on January 8, 2004. Chris 
completed his residency in anes-
thesiology at the University of Utah 
Hospital in June 2004. He has ac-
cepted a private practice position at 
St. Mark’s Hospital in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. tom M. Dees iii announced in 
November that he was forming a new 
law firm with Stewart H. thomas, 
C’84. Thomas & Dees serves the Dal-
las business community in matters 
involving complex business disputes 
at both the trial and appellate levels. 
Tom is a graduate of Southern Meth-
odist University School of Law. em-
mie Gaillard Hershey and Clay Wal-
lace Hershey, C’95, announce the 
birth of Clay Wallace Jr. on January 
4, 2004. They live in Charleston, S.C. 
Chris Morris and Ashley Brigham 
Morris, C’97, announce the birth 
of Jackson Brigham on February 9, 
2004. Melissa riley completed her 
Ph.D. in leadership education at the 

University of Mississippi. She thanks 
her family and friends for all of their 
prayers and support. Kevin H. Spar-
row is a Peace Corps volunteer in the 
former Soviet Republic of Georgia. 
He teaches English in a secondary 
school and works in community 
development in Gurjaani, about 70 
miles from the Russian border. Kevin 
previously worked in the intellectual 
property department at the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston. Mark Cam-
eron White and Katherine Aiken 
White, C’98, announce the birth of 
their first child, Henry McLaurin on 
June 13, 2004. Katherine and Mark 
live in Greenville, S.C. Mark is a 
geologist for MacTec, Inc.

1997
Ashley 
Brigham 
Morris and 
Chris Morris, 
C’96, an-
nounce the 
birth of Jack-
son Brigham 

Creating the whole picture
When Will Harper C’07 came for a campus visit during the college 

search year, he forgot about his applications to Dartmouth, Harvard, 
Duke, UNC and a few other pretty good schools. “I just knew 
this was the place for me — my home,” he says. That decision 
out of the way, Harper has been working hard ever since on a 

difference kind of search — a search for meaning and purpose. And 
he is glad he is doing it at Sewanee, where professors such as Gary 

Phillips (religion) and Doug Williams C’81 (economics) go 
out of their way to enrich their students’ experiences. Harper 
runs track, maintains a fulfilling spiritual life, and is one of 
the top students in his class, all activities that take place in a 
community of encouragement. “Some schools are known for 

taking in the best,” says Harper. “Sewanee puts out the best. It’s a 
community that really encourages growth.”

help sewanee keep putting out the best  
with a gift to the sewanee Fund.
Call 800.367.1179 or visit www.sewaneeonline.com

elizabeth Carden Yeiser, C’97, and David Collins Simcox were married on May 
22, 2004, at the First United Methodist Church in Savannah, Tenn. The wedding 
party included Millie Flournoy and Missy Sumerell, both C’97. Carden and 
David live in Nashville, Tenn.
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on February 9, 2004. Holly Hacker 
Piper married 
William H. “Billy” 
Piper III in Jekyll 
Island, Ga., on 
June 19, 2004. 
Holly is director 
of federal af-
fairs for Bates 
Capitol Group, 
a lobbying firm 
in Washington, 
D.C., and Billy is chief of staff for 
Senator Mitch McConnell. They live in 
Alexandria, Va. Legare Smith bought 
a house in Mount Pleasant, S.C. He 
works as an environmental scientist 
in the Coastal Zone Management 
Group at General Engineering & 
Environmental, L.L.C. A typical day 
includes performing hydrographic 
surveys, sediment sampling using 
vibracore techniques, water quality 
sampling, and wetland delineations. 
John Jeremiah Sullivan was among 
the 10 authors named winners of 
the Whiting Writers’ Award, given 
annually to “emerging writers of 
exceptional talent and promise.” 
The awards were given in November 
2004, in a ceremony at the New York 
Public Library. The Whiting awards 
were established in 1985 by the 
Mrs. Giles Whiting Foundation, a New 
York-based organization “dedicated 
to the support of the humanities and 
of creative writing.” Past recipients in-
clude several Pulitzer Prize recipients, 
such as playwright Tony Kushner, 
novelist Jeffrey Eugenides, and poet 
Jorie Graham. Joseph Sumpter and 
his wife, Alyssa, announce the birth 
of Madeline Grace on November 4, 
2004, in Winchester, Tenn. Laurence 
Duncan vinson iii received a doctor 
of philosophy from Brown University 
on May 31, 2004. His thesis was 
entitled “An Ethnomusicological 
Study of the Chorus of Westerly, an 
Amateur/Volunteer Chorus in Rhode 
Island.”

1998
Douglass J. Adair moved from 
Birmingham, Ala., to Chicago, Ill., to 
attend DePaul University’s full-time 
M.B.A. program. Sara Anderson 
married Andrew Touchstone Donahoe 
Jr. on August 16, 2003. Andrew 
graduated from Ole Miss in 1999. 
They live in Nashville, Tenn., where 
Sara works in business development 

at Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis. 
rich Bracken appeared in ESPN’s I’d 
Do Anything, a new reality competi-
tion show that premiered September 
28. Rich’s episode aired October 
19. teddy Chapman and Priscilla 
navolio Chapman, C’00, announce 
the birth of their first child, Anne 
Carden, on July 19, 2004. They live 
in Charlotte, N.C. where Teddy is a 
broker with The Staubach Company. 
Mallory Dimmitt was elected to the 
Telluride, Colo., town council. Mallory, 
who has lived in Telluride only five 
years, defeated a 27-year resident 
for the position. Mallory directs the 
Nature Conservancy’s San Miguel 
and Dolores Rivers Project and was 
appointed by Gov. Bill Owens to 
the Southwestern Colorado Bureau 
of Land Management’s Resource 
Advisory Council. Leslie Dawn Green 
married Alberto Juan Tarajano in All 
Saints’ Chapel in Sewanee on July 
17, 2004. Miriam Atkins Hedge-
cock married David Patrick Roberts 
at St. Mark’s Cathedral in Shreveport, 
La., on May 29, 2004. The ceremony 
was performed by the Rev. Martin 
Luther Agnew, C’64, T’72. David 
is president of The Rhodes Group, 
Governmental Relations. Mimi is 
working in the Washington, D.C., of-
fice of Congressman Jim McCrery. The 
couple lives in Alexandria, Va. Julie-
ann nydegger lives in Chesterfield, 
Mo., a suburb of St. Louis. She flies 
Lear 55’s and Lear 35’s for JetCorp, 
an executive jet charter and manage-
ment company. She completed 
Learjet initial training at SimuFlite in 
Dallas, Tex., in July. She enjoys the 
view from 41,000 feet. rebecca 
Leigh Peek and William Houston 
Arnold, C’02, were married at All 
Saints’ Chapel in Sewanee on July 
4, 2004. reginald norris ramsey 
Jr. married Krista Gayle Smith at 
All Saints’ Chapel in Sewanee on 
August 14, 2004. Angela Ward and 
Jeremiah Murphy, C’99, have started 
working together for the College 
Board in New York City. They are both 
working in the product development 
division on test prep materials for the 
new SATs. Katherine Aiken White 
and Mark Cameron White, C’96, 
announce the birth of their first child, 
Henry McLaurin, on June 13, 2004. 
They live in Greenville, S.C. Katherine 
works for Stratix Corporation, a bar 
coding solutions firm in Atlanta, Ga. 

Maggie Bresnahan, C’99, and Brian Plaster, C’99, were married at the Salt 
Lick Pavilion outside of Austin, Tex., on June 19, 2004. Back row: John Wal-
lace, C’00; David Price, C’99; Knox Frank, C’00; Sam McLamb, C’99; Grant 
Scott; Michael Creswell, C’99; Kimberly Burke, C’99; Philip Armentrout; Beth 
erickson, C’01; Dave vazzana, C’99; Harold Gertner, C’99; Jordan Patty, C’98; 
Martin Miller, C’99; Katie Combs; Melissa rauschuber, C’99. Middle row: 
Hampton Cude, C’98; elizabeth McLamb, C’99; Lee Bryars, C’99; Lisa Jones, 
C’99; Maggie Bresnahan, C’99; Brian Plaster, C’99; Matthew Davis, C’98; 
Carolyn Davidheiser Price; Lori Brown, C’99; Brittany Glenn Molinaro, C’99; 
Christy Drake Lowe, C’99. First row: tappan Heinsohn, C’02; Morgan vickery, 
C’01; Matthew Pynch, C’01; taylor Hall, C’01; Carl Nagel; Joe nagel, C’99; 
Douglas Finlay, C’99; ramsey ross, C’98.

Jennie thornton, C’99, married Roy 
McDonald in Winston-Salem, N.C., 
on September 25, 2004. Jennie is 
associate dean of admissions at 
Salem College in Winston-Salem. 
Pictured: Anna Gray Barnett, C’99; 
Alison Clyde, C’99; Casey George, 
C’00; Roy McDonald; Jennie thorn-
ton McDonald; Scottie Pate, C’99; 
Jen Berg Salazar, C’99; Ashley 
Moorshead, C’99; Mirth Stevenson 
Leflar, C’00; Larry Cook, C’98; erik 
Day, C’99; Keith Salazar, C’01; 
Luke Barnett, C’99; Brian Spurlock, 
C’98; and elliott Leflar, C’98. 

Amy Hawkins, C’95, and Todd 
Starnes were married June 5, 2004, 
in Charlotte, N.C. Amy is a senior 
pension consultant for Nationwide 
Financial and Todd is a regional vice 
president for AIM Investments. They 
live in Columbus, Ohio. 
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third condo in Washington, D.C. When 
she’s not traveling to Denver, Colo., 
to visit her boyfriend, Jon, she enjoys 
visiting Mavora Monk, who is in her 
final year of law school at the Uni-
versity of Richmond. Mary Missbach 
married Jason Dressler of Yreka,  
Calif., on September 13, 2003. 
Kathryn Pender and Katherine 
Crook were bridesmaids in the 
ceremony. Mary and Jason live in 
Decatur, Ga. Jason is an environmen-
tal engineer at the Environmental 
Protection Agency and Mary works 
as an analyst for Total Technology 
Ventures, a venture capital firm in 
Atlanta. Steve Yackira married Farin 

Melnick at the Ballen Isles Country 
Club in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., on 
August 21, 2004. The couple hon-
eymooned in Maui, Hawaii, before 
returning home to West Palm Beach, 
Fla., to get ready for the hurricanes. 
Sewanee alumni in Steve’s wedding 
party included Geoff West, C’99, and 
Stephen taylor, C’01. 

1999
Maggie Bresnahan and Brian 
Plaster were married at the Salt 
Lick Pavilion outside of Austin, Tex., 
on June 19, 2004. Brian earned 
his master’s degree in environ-
mental geography from Texas State 
University–San Marcos in December 
2003. Maggie earned her master’s 
degree in public affairs at the Lyndon 
B. Johnson School at the University 
of Texas in May 2004. They moved 
to Las Vegas, Nev., in October 2004. 
Caulyne nichole Burton and Leo 
Gavin Barron were married on June 
12, 2004. Vows were exchanged 
in the company of their parents at 
Soldiers Chapel, Fort Campbell, Ky. 
Leo is a captain in the United States 
Army. nicole Mes Cotter graduated 
from the Louisiana State University 
School of Medicine in May 2004, 
and moved to Houston, Tex., to start 
her residency in internal medicine 
at Baylor in June. She married 
Jim Cotter, whom she met at LSU, 
on May 15, 2004. Jim is practic-
ing emergency medicine at the 
University of Texas. Katie Daughtrey 
Geohagan, Kathleen Carroll, and 
Brooks Orrick Dawkins were all in 
her wedding. Annelies echols is the 
assistant company manager for the 
Radio City Christmas Spectacular, 
starring the Rockettes, in Buffalo and 
Boston. She lives in New York City. 
Mary Koppel returned from a trip to 
Rome, Italy, in January. She bought 
a house in March, and is the priest-
in-charge of St. Martin’s Episcopal 
Church in Metairie, La. Bérénice v. 
Le Marchand graduated with a Ph.D. 

in medieval and early modern French 
literature and culture from Vanderbilt 
University in May 2004. She has 
accepted a tenure-track position at 
San Francisco State University. Joe 
Mobley and Janie Mebane Mobley 
were married on May 8, 2004, in 
Flat Rock, N.C. Jeremiah Murphy 
and Angela Ward, C’98, have started 
working together for the College 
Board in New York City, N.Y. They are 
both working in the product develop-
ment division on test prep materials 
for the new SATs. Jeremiah writes, 
“We’re both very busy here meeting 
strict deadlines. We reminisce about 
our Sewanee days frequently.” He has 
also created a Web site which has 
gotten international publicity, <www.
DrawYourBoss.com>. Katy Shannon 
recently graduated from Southern 
Utah University with an M.F.A. in arts 
administration. She is now working 
as development program manager 
for the Arts Council of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County, Tex. emily McWhorter 
Williams was accepted to the 
master’s of arts in administration of 
justice program at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale (SIUC). After 
serving 10 years in the U.S. Army, her 
husband, Troy, graduated in May with 
his B.A. in anthropology from SIUC. 

2000
Alena Babayan married D’Juan 
Eastman in Chattanooga, Tenn., on 
July 12, 2003. They live in Memphis, 
Tenn., where Alena is in her second 
year at UT-Memphis College of Medi-
cine. Priscilla navolio Chapman and 
teddy Chapman, C’98, announce the 

birth of their 
first child, 
Anne Carden, 
on July 
19, 2004. 
They live in 
Charlotte, 
N.C. where 
Priscilla is 

a realtor with Dickens-Mitchener & 
Associates. Charles Fiore lives in 
Chicago with his wife, Amelia taylor 
Fiore, C’01. They were married in 
December 2003. Charles was one of 
three winners of the Stories on Stage 
“Now Hear This” 2004 Short Story 
Competition, sponsored by Chicago 
Public Radio. The competition was 
open to all writers within the Chicago 
Public Radio listening area. Charles’ 
story, “Bluster and Balderdash,” was 
read by some of Chicago’s finest ac-
tors at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art on November 7, 2004. Follow 
the “Stories on Stage,” link at <www.
chicagopublicradio.com> to hear 
Charles’ story. tegan Karl has taken 
a position as the director of market-
ing for the Lindsay Automotive Group 
in Alexandria, Va. She is involved in 
the opening of the newest Lindsay 
dealership, Lindsay Volkswagen of 
Dulles. She continues investing in 
real estate with the purchase of her 

Chris Osborne, C’99, and Libba Allison, C’99, were married in Sea Island, Ga., 
on October 25, 2004. Pictured are Sewanee alumni who attended the wedding. 

Worship 
and Travel  
with Sewanee
an anglican heritage 
tour Course
May 26–June 8, 2005

EXPLORE ANGLI CAN H I STORY AND SP IR ITUALITY

S E W A N E E :  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T H E  S O U T H

Contact: The Programs Center
1-800-722-1974

theology@sewanee.edu
335 Tennessee Avenue

Sewanee, TN 37383-0001
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2001
Keri Creed and ian Daniel Bratton, 
C’02, were married on June 12, 
2004. The couple lives in Sewanee. 
Amelia taylor Fiore lives in Chicago 
with her husband, Charles Fiore, 
C’00. They were married in De-
cember 2003. Amelia graduated 
from Loyola University in the spring 
with her B.S.N. and works in the 
neurosurgical ICU at Rush University 
Medical Center. Charlotte Clare 
Jones married Andrew Sloan Ward at 
Christ Episcopal Church in Greenville, 
S.C., on June 19, 2004. Charlotte 
works at Currey Ingram Academy 
and is pursuing a degree at Middle 
Tennessee State University. Andrew 
works at Steve Ward Associates Inc. 
Jane Keeler has been working as an 
investigator for the Department of 
Defense in San Diego, Calif., since 
March 2003. Visit her Web site at 
<www.janekeeler.com>. Britt Kelly 
and ryan Mcinnis were married in 
Hopkinsville, Ky., on June 12, 2004. 
They spent the summer living in 
Charleston, S.C., before returning to 
Memphis, Tenn., for Britt’s final year 
of law school. Matt Lozier and Amy 
Martin, C’04, are living in Glendale, 
Ariz. Matt is a student at Thunderbird, 
The Garvin School of International 
Management. Amy is employed by 
the marketing department of the 
school. They live with their new dog, 
Ripley. Clarissa rugaber and Mi-
chael Hobson were married October 
2, 2004, at the Episcopal Church of 

Manry Porter, C’03, married Nick Priddy on October 18, 2003, in Joelton, 
Tenn. Pictured: elliot Ogilvie, C’03; Sinclair Kelly, C’02; Sara underhill, C’02; 
Michelle Chambers, C’02; Suzanne Smith, C’01; Kayla Goodwin, C’02; Mindy 
Bassett, C’02; Jennifer Dick, C’02; Manry Porter Priddy; Brent Childers, C’03; 
tara tomlin, C’03; David Witt, C’03; Kristin Semke, C’03; Sue ellen Guettler, 
C’03; Graves Fromang, C’03; and nathan Shack, C’02.

Kai rodning, C’01, and Valli Bridges were married on August 21, 2004, in 
Mobile, Ala. Pictured: Steve Lineberry, C’01; W.D. Gates, C’66; Huntley Luna, 
C’01; Day Gates, C’02; Valli Bridges; David Schieffler, C’03; Aaron Lawyer, 
C’01; Kai rodning; Stacy Oppenheimer, C’01; Jason Herrington, C’01; Johnny 
Shoaf, C’04; and nick nichols, C’03.

the Ascension in Birmingham, Ala. 
Mike is a 2001 graduate of Trinity 
University in San Antonio. The couple 
resides in Vestavia Hills, Ala. Clarissa 
is a senior education specialist 
with AmSouth Bank, and Mike is 
the director of media relations for 
the Birmingham Barons. elizabeth 
Watkins, C’02, was a member of the 
wedding party.

2002
William Houston Arnold and rebec-
ca Leigh Peek, C’98, were married 
at All Saints’ Chapel in Sewanee on 
July 4, 2004. Fahd Arshad and Mah-
vash Malik, C’03, were married in 
July 2004 in Pittsburgh, Penn. (See 
photo page 31.) Fahd is conduct-
ing research on improving intrusion 
detection systems at Carnegie Mel-
lon University’s School of Computer 
Science. They live in Pittsburgh. ian 
Daniel Bratton and Keri Creed, 
C’01, were married on June 12, 
2004. The couple lives in Sewanee. 
Murphy Alexis “Lexie” Caine was 
officially sworn in as a Peace Corps 
trainee for China on September 10, 
2004. Ambassador Brandt, U.S.  
Ambassador to China, presided. 
Lexie will now be living and working 
for two years at the Chongqing  
Education Institute in the Nan’an 
District of the Chongqing Municipal-
ity. Alacia trent gave a lecture at 
Sewanee on September 27, 2004, 
entitled “Developmental Disabilities: 
Sibling Assessment, Support, and In-

Lane Jennings and Jonathan Jarrett, both C’03, were married on July 17, 
2004, in Nashville, Tenn., at the Cathedral of the Incarnation. Front row: Lindsay 
Prather, C’03; Coach Joe Thoni; Dixon and Annwn Myers; roshun eppenger, 
C’03; Lane and Jonathan Jarrett; Professor and Mrs. Arthur Knoll; Stacey 
Brower, Ashley Gerety, erin tatum, Jean Faulkner, all C’03; Callie Jennings. 
Second row: Spencer rowland, C’07; William Hooker, C’04; Kevin Holman, 
C’03; Boone Clayton, C’05; Gary rogers, C’03; Kristin Luna; Laura Wendt; John 
Markham, C’03. Lane is working on her master’s degree in public history with 
a concentration in museum studies at Middle Tennessee State University. She 
works at Travellers Rest Plantation and Museum in Nashville, Tenn. Jonathan is 
an information technology specialist with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
Nashville.



42 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Winter 200542 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Winter 2005

college class notescollege class notes

tervention.” Alacia described some of 
her recent work with siblings of chil-
dren with Down Syndrome. This work 
will soon be extended to siblings 
of children with autism. Alacia and 
others in her research group are also 
looking at the positive and negative 
psychological effects of having a sib-
ling with a developmental disability 
and/or behavioral disorder. Alacia 
is a graduate student in the Early 
Childhood Special Education Ph.D. 
program at Vanderbilt University’s 
Peabody College. Her focus area is 
language/communication devel-
opment and family-implemented 
interventions in young children with 
mental retardation and developmen-
tal disabilities. Doug Waterman is 
the new editor of popular publication 
American Songwriter. The magazine 
was purchased by an investment firm 
based in Mobile, Ala. The new owners 
state that long-term objectives for 
the magazine include: exploring both 
the art and industry of songwriting 
in all genres; bridging the gap and 
building bonds between aspiring, 
amateur, and professional songwrit-
ers; and serving as the unparalleled 
trade publication and resource for 
the publishing industry.

2003
Clay Gilkerson and David Green, 
C’06, spent the summer on a 2,600-
mile bicycle trek across Europe. They 
began the trek on May 24 in Vienna, 
Austria, and finished in Santiago, 
Spain, on July 17, 2004. They then 
shipped their bikes back home, 
traveled back via train to the French 
Alps to watch the Tour de France, 
then went to Paris to catch the finale. 
Sarah Weston Hayes married Henry 
Howard Owings at All Saints’ Chapel 
in Sewanee on July 31, 2004.  
Andrew Himes and emily Wright-
timko entered Harvard Divinity 
School’s M.Div. program in Septem-
ber 2004. Andrew hopes to study 
religious ethics and systematic 
theology as a preparation for pos-
sible ordination into the ministry of 
the Unitarian Universalist tradition. 
Julie Kaufman has relocated to 
Pittsburgh, Penn., after spending 
the past year teaching in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. She is working as a 
litigation assistant for Thorp, Reed & 
Armstrong, L.L.P. Michael Maggard 
is attending graduate school at the 

Patterson School of International Di-
plomacy and Business at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky. Mahvash Malik and 
Fahd Arshad, C’02, were married in 
July 2004 in Pittsburgh, Penn. (See 
photo page 31.) Mahvash has con-
cluded research on child language 
acquisition at a developmental 
studies lab in the psychology depart-
ment of Harvard University. They live 
in Pittsburgh. Lindsay Whittle has 
joined the Gibbes School of Art as 
school art coordinator. She interned 
with the curatorial department of the 
Corcoran Museum of Art in Washing-
ton, D.C., and at Williams and Whittle 
Associates, an advertising and public 
relations firm in Alexandria, Va. Most 
recently, she was assistant manager 
of attorney recruiting at Kennedy 
Covington Lobdell & Hickman L.L.P. 
in Charlotte, N.C. 

2004
Frank Barbour and Andrew Schmidt 
started a master’s program in 
landscape architecture at Missis-
sippi State University in Starkville, 
Miss., in August 2004. In addition to 
school, Andrew is working on a hip-
hop extended play, due out in late 
July 2005. Janna Bethany Brown 
married Charles David McClain at the 
Cowan First Baptist Church in Cowan, 
Tenn., on June 5, 2004. Janna is the 
assistant director of admissions for 
the Ensworth School in Nashville, 
Tenn. Will Copeland was selected to 
the 2003-04 Academic All-America 
first team for College Division Men’s 
Track and Field and also chosen as 
the Academic All-American of the 
Year for track and field/cross country. 
The team is selected by the College 
Sports Information Directors of Amer-
ica (CoSIDA). Amy Martin and Matt 
Lozier, C’01, are living in Glendale, 
Ariz. Matt is a student at Thunderbird 
in The Garvin School of International 
Management. Amy is employed by 
the marketing department of the 
school. They live with their new dog, 
Ripley. rosilyn rayborn married 
Justin Michael Parashis in Oak 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church in 
Memphis, Tenn., on May 29, 2004. 
Charlotte Caldwell, C’05, and Drew 
Phillips, C’06, were among the many 
Sewanee students and alumni at the 
ceremony. Rosilyn is a copywriting 
intern at Conaway Brown Advertising 
in Memphis, Tenn. 

ryan Mcinnis, C’01, and Britt Kelly, C’01, were married on June 12, 2004, 
in Hopkinsville, Ky. Front row: zach Goodyear, C’01; Scott evans, C’98; ryan 
Mcinnis Kelly; Britt Kelly; Ben Bowersox, C’01; Andrew Johnston, C’00; Bill 
Barnes, C’02. Second row: Adam Sadlowski, C’01; Jonathan Doolan, C’00; 
Britt Pickett, C’01; Leah nicholson, C’01; Laurie Mackintosh, C’01; Whitney 
Hart, C’01; Abby Griffis, C’01; Beverly Hodgson, C’01; Sarah Hinkle, C’03; 
Kay tasian, C’01; Grant Wood, C’01. Back row: ryan Doolan, C’02; Cliff 
Athey, C’00; Michael Woody, C’00; Jeremy Allen, C’00; Michael Gill, C’01; 
Joey Barker, C’70; Abby Stephens, C’01; erin eggleston, C’02; Jenny Wray, 
C’01; Henry Lodge, C’72; Laura Landers, C’02; Mequet Smith, C’02; Mary 
Spotswood Box, C’02; Justin Kelly, C’01; Courtney Christy Kelly, C’01; Bart 
Pickett, C’04; Mark tucker, C’01. 

Last summer, Annwn and Dixon Myers visited Sewanee alumni at 
Virginia Theological Seminary. Front row: Chris Cairns, C’95; Bailey 
norman, C’01; Dixon Myers, coordinator of outreach ministries at 
Sewanee; Kate Kelderman engleby, C’85; and elizabeth Hesselink 
Cairns, C’95, Chris’s wife, with their daughter, Anne Elise. Middle: 
Annwn Myers, associate chaplain at Sewanee. Back: Cathy rafferty, 
C’96, graduate of Yale Divinity School and a priest in Washington, D.C.; 
W. terry Miller, C’01; David Wacaster, C’92; David Frazell, C’97, and 
his wife, Emily Frazell; Leslie Hiers Chadwick, C’93.
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The dolphins at Marineland, where Hurley is general manager, will 
soon have new tanks that resemble natural lagoons. Photo by Peter 
Willott, St. Augustine Record. 

Editor’s Note: A longer version of this story originally appeared in the St. Augustine 
Record on August 4, 2004. Used with permission of Peter Guinta. 

As a child, Billy Hurley watched the animal shows at Santini’s 
Flipper Flying School and aspired to be the guy in the wet-
suit who held on to the dolphin’s dorsal fin.

Fulfilling that boyhood dream took a few years, but his scientific 
skills eventually led to a job infinitely more challenging — building 
a dolphin research program from the 
bottom up.

As general manager of Marineland 
in St. Augustine, Florida, since last 
summer, Hurley finds himself han-
dling a substantial increase in park 
attendance while also handling a major 
construction project as new lagoons for 
the Marineland Dolphin Conservation 
Center are installed.

Marineland opened to the public 
in 1938 as Marine Studios, the world’s 
first oceanarium. Before next summer, 
the dolphins move into a new home, 
designed to look more like lagoons than 
the current tanks.

In that new environment, visitors 
will be able to pay a fee to swim with dolphins, as they have previously. 
But they will additionally be asked to assist with research. Making 
that research interactive may be key to the success of future marine 
centers, Hurley said.

“There aren’t going to be very many opportunities ever again to 
build a marine mammal institution from the ground up,” he said. 
“I’m going to utilize all my history and experience here.”

William Creed Hurley IV was born in Del Rio, Texas, to a pilot 
father and environmentalist mother.

He attended Sewanee intending to become an attorney. But he 
quickly realized the law wasn’t for him and enrolled at Auburn Uni-
versity in Alabama, studying marine biology.

Auburn’s connection to the Dauphine Island-based Marine 
Environmental Science Consortium got him out on the open water 
frequently, and he got the chance to watch bottlenose dolphins in 
the field. “Nobody was doing dolphin research in that area then,” 
he said.

After graduation, he landed a job at The Gulfarium in Fort Walton 

Beach, built in 1955, another of Florida’s earliest marine attractions.
“My job was basically crowd control and filling up buckets with fish,” 

he said. “All I thought I’d be doing was spending the summer.”
But he ended up staying a little under six years. The key: He was 

allowed to train Prince, a male dolphin, to jump and kick a ball. While 
there, Hurley also helped with more than 30 dolphin strandings 
on Panhandle beaches, and he helped raise April, the first-known 
successful bottle-fed baby dolphin.

Hurley said the Gulfarium job gave 
him a chance to work with sea lions, 
seals, river otters, penguins, sharks, 
parrots, alligators and three species of 
dolphins. Eventually he became senior 
trainer and began working on ways 
of putting scientific equipment onto 
a dolphin’s dorsal fin without being 
invasive.

That caught the attention of the U.S. 
Navy. An official from the Office of 
Naval Research offered him a job at the 
University of California at Santa Cruz, 
doing research on the physiology and 
performance of dolphins.

For five years, he had the oppor-
tunity to tag white sharks, work with 

seals, sea otters, and sea lions, and he trained dolphins to perform 
in non-invasive research experiments, he said. He also worked on 
public relations, education and fund-raising.

He then went to work for Dolphin Quest, the largest interactive 
dolphin company in the world. The company owns four facilities: 
two in Hawaii, one in Bermuda, and one in French Polynesia. After 
six months as director of animal management at the Oahu location, 
he became general manager of that facility. Eventually he became 
manager of all four animal management programs.

He said the goal now is to have the public learn about dolphins 
and be entertained by them.

“It’s not a rodeo. Consumers want their experiences to matter 
more, so they can learn more. We need to understand more. Why 
not ask: Can I do this with fewer people and give them a broader 
experience? Sure we can. All of a sudden, we can put them into an 
experiment. Why not put my thumbprint on that?” he said. “It’s time 
to push the status quo.”

— Peter Guinta, St. Augustine Record staff writer

‘Not a Rodeo’
Billy Hurley, C’90, is creating a new kind of dolphin show at St. Augustine’s Marineland
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in memoriamin MeMoriaM

newell Blair, C’29, former trustee, 
of Falls Church, Va., died on June 14, 
2004. He attended Yale University 
and received a law degree from 
Washington University in 1932. 
After working for the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation and the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, he 
started a law practice with his father. 
Blair closed the firm in 1962 to 
pursue business while still practicing 
law. He started the Teachers Services 
Corporation and three publications: 
Corporate Reorganization Report, a 
legal newsletter that followed Penn 
Central Railroad’s bankruptcy hear-
ings; Bankruptcy Court Decisions; 
and Special Education Reporter, now 
known as Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act Reporter. He retired 
in 1988. He had been a member of 
St. Paul’s Church in Alexandria, Va., 
since 1942. Survivors include his 
wife of 69 years, Greta. 

edwin Mullins, C’32, of Clanton, Ala., 
died on March 5, 2004. 

George G. Frelinghuysen, C’33, of 
West Palm Beach, Fla., died on April 
25, 2004. He was a self-employed 
interior designer for most of his life 
and lived in New York City; Morris-
town, N.J.; Bel Air and Santa Barbara, 
Calif.; Santa Fe, N.M.; and Honolulu, 
Hawaii, before moving to Florida. 
Survivors include his brother, Peter.

William K. Bien, C’36, of Kansas 
City, Mo., died on June 30, 2004. 
Survivors include his wife of 61 
years, Margaret.

Stewart P. Hull, C’36, of Augusta, 
Ga., died on October 30, 2004. 
Survivors include his wife, Jane, and 
son, Stewart J. Hull, A’72.

Harvey Bascom McClellan, C’38, 
of Ashland, Ky., died on October 20, 
2004. He was a member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon and graduated with 
highest honors from Sewanee. He 
worked in accounting for Allied 
Chemical Corporation from 1942 to 
1974. He then worked for the Ash-
land Area YMCA until 1990. He loved 
tennis and the arts, especially tra-
ditional Appalachian music. He was 
a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Henderson, Ky. Survivors 
include his wife of 50 years, Nancy.

George L. Morris Jr., C’41, of 
Birmingham, Ala., died on June 26, 
2004. He served as a fighter pilot 
aboard the U.S.S. Hornet during 
World War II. He retired from the Navy 
as a lieutenant and took a job with 
the National Broadcasting Associa-
tion (now N.B.C.). He then returned 
to Birmingham to join his father 
at the George L. Morris Insurance 
Agency until his retirement in 1994. 
Morris was a member of Highlands 
United Methodist Church. Survivors 
include his wife of 60 years, Tracy. 

John trowbridge, C’42, of Lafayette, 
La., died on August 2, 2004. He 
received a bachelor’s of science from 
Georgia Tech and served as a pilot 
and navigator in World War II. He 
then worked for Standard Supply and 
Hardware for 33 years until retiring.

Frederic H. Butts, C’43, of Boca 
Grande, Fla., died on March 30, 
2004.

robert W. emerson, C’43, former 
trustee, of Mobile, Ala., died on 
August 9, 2004. He served in Asia 
in World War II. Emerson enjoyed a 
long career in radio at WTJS/WKIR in 
Jackson, Tenn. He retired to Dauphin 
Island, Ala., where he was a member 
of St. Francis Episcopal Church. Sur-
vivors include his wife, Blanche.

Harold Flavin, N’43, of Springfield, 
Mass., died on March 19, 2004. 

William Allan Garrett, N’44, of 
Danville, Va., died on April 13, 2004. 
After being discharged from the 
Navy, he finished his undergraduate 
education at the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill. He went to 
law school at Washington and Lee 
University and had a law practice in 
Danville, Va. Survivors include his 
wife of 57 years, Anne. 

Alan Porter “Buddha” Yates, C’45, 
of Beaufort, S.C., died on August 
24, 2004. He was a member of the 
Sewanee golf team that won the Ten-
nessee Intercollegiate Championship 
and the Southeastern Intercollegiate 
Championship in 1942. He served 
as a Marine in Iwo Jima in World War 
II, after which he joined his brother 
in the Yates Insurance Agency, the 
business they built with their two 
sons. Yates loved Sewanee, and he 

spent many homecoming weekends 
swapping stories with fellow alumni. 
He played several years in a golf tour-
nament that pitted alumni against 
the current golf team, and he enjoyed 
shellacking the young folks. His lively 
sense of humor endeared him to 
friends of all ages. Survivors include 
his wife of 21 years, Linda, and son, 
Alan r. Yates, C’72. 

James F. Govan, C’48, of Chattanoo-
ga, Tenn., died on October 2, 2004. 
After graduating from Sewanee, he 
earned a master’s in library science 
at Emory University and a doctorate 
in history from Johnson Hopkins. He 
had a long and distinguished career 
in academic libraries. He was reader 
services librarian at the University 
of Alabama and head librarian at 
Trinity University in San Antonio, Tex.; 
Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania; 
and the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. At UNC, he managed 
three major construction projects, 
doubled the size of UNC’s research 
collection, and led the transition into 
new library technologies. He oversaw 
the preservation of UNC’s rare book 
collections and spearheaded the 
creation of the Triangle Research 
Collections at UNC, Duke, and North 
Carolina State. Survivors include his 
wife, Ann.

Charles e. Johnson Jr., C’48, of 
Anniston, Ala., died on August 18, 
2004. He served in the Navy during 
World War II. He received graduate 
degrees from the University of Ala-
bama and Duke University. He taught 
English for more than 25 years at 
Tulane, Radford, and Jacksonville 
State universities. He attended 
Union Theological Seminary and was 
ordained, serving at the Church of 
the Resurrection in Gadsden, Ala., 
and the Church of St. Michael and 
All Angels in Anniston until his retire-
ment. He helped start the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival, St. Michael 
Community Center, and New Beacon 
Hospice. Survivors include his wife, 
Margery.

robert H. Cooke, C’50, of Tampa, 
Fla., died on July 20, 2004. Survivors 
include his mother, Ellen.

thomas C. Helmbrecht, C’50, of Fox 
Lake, Wis., died on April 7, 2004. He 

graduated from Marquette Dental 
School in 1952 and became a 
partner with his father and brother at 
the Helmbrecht Dental Office, retiring 
after 32 years. He was a decorated 
veteran of World War II and the 
Korean Conflict. He was a former 
director of the American Dental As-
sociation. An avid skat player, he also 
loved fishing, hunting, and riding his 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle. Survi-
vors include his wife, Sandra.

James Winn Whitaker Sr., C’52, of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., died on June 
7, 2004. Whitaker was president of 
M&M Transfer Co. until 1968, when 
he founded Whitaker Transportation 
Co. He served on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Tennessee Motor Transport 
Association and as president of the 
Local and Short Haul Carriers of the 
American Trucking Association. He 
also worked in real estate. He was a 
veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and 
a member of First-Centenary United 
Methodist Church. Survivors include 
his wife, Patricia.

robert L. Johnson, C’53, of Jackson, 
Tenn., died on September 6, 2004. 
He was a graduate of Lambuth 
University and a veteran of the 
Korean War. He owned the Johnson-
Daniel Oil Company and retired from 
Northern Petro Chemical. He was a 
member of Forest Heights Methodist 
Church. Survivors include his wife, 
Mavis.

W. Douglas Maynard, C’53, of 
Nashville, Tenn., died on September 
29, 2004. He was a graduate of 
Boston University. During World War 
II, he served as an M.P. with the Army 
in Okinawa. Survivors include his 
wife, Jean. 

Jack F. nicholas, C’53, died on 
October 8, 2004. 

Constantine Charles Keller iii, 
C’54, of Leicester, N.C., died on June 
19, 2004. He was a retired U.S. Navy 
commander who served in Korea and 
Vietnam. Survivors include his wife of 
48 years, Florence S. Babe. 

William Clinton rucker, C’54, of 
Shelbyville, Tenn., died on May 1, 
2004.
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Keith Fort, C’55, of Washington, 
D.C., died on August 19, 2004. He 
was a member of Phi Beta Kappa 
at Sewanee and went on to earn 
his master’s and Ph.D. degrees 
from the University of Minnesota in 
English and comparative literature. 
Fort was a member of Georgetown 
University’s English faculty for 37 
years. He taught courses ranging 
from introductory expository writing 
to advanced studies in theory, and 
he wrote many scholarly articles as 
well as short stories. In 1969, he 
received the Edward Bunn award 
for outstanding teacher of the year; 
and in 1999, the year of his retire-
ment, Georgetown’s faculty senate 
recognized him for his service to 
that body. Fort created a scholarship 
for minority students at Georgetown 
and was the founding president of 
Georgetown’s retired faculty associa-
tion. Survivors include his wife of 43 
years, Deborah.

Charlie Alexander Haddon, C’55, of 
Colleyville, Tex., died on October 26, 
2004. He was a retired insurance 
agent. 

William Kalmbach, A’51, C’55, of 
Shreveport, La., died on August 27, 
2004. He graduated from Tulane 
University’s School of Medicine. 
He served as a physician in the 
U.S. Navy and then co-founded the 
Women’s Clinic in Shreveport, where 
he practiced gynecology and ob-
stetrics for 30 years. Kalmbach was 
a fellow of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists and 
former president of the medical staff 
of Christus Schumpert Medical Cen-
ter. He greatly enjoyed horses and 
cattle-ranching. Survivors include his 
wife, Sara. 

Charles Francis Prather, A’51, C’55, 
of Frankfort, Ky., died on August 28, 
2004. Survivors include his wife, 
Beccy.

Gerald M. nichols, C’56, of Ports-
mouth, Va., died on August 19, 2004. 
He retired as captain after 30 years 
in the U.S. Navy. He and his family 
traveled throughout the U.S. and 
Japan. His numerous duty stations 
included the Naval Audit Service 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. He 
also earned an M.B.A. at Michigan 
State University. He was predeceased 

by his wife, Ann, and is survived by 
his two daughters and their families. 

Jay Philip Cleveland Jr., C’59, of 
Quitman, Ga., died on May 30, 
2004. He served as a Green Beret in 
Vietnam, and later served as com-
mandant of cadets at Castle Heights 
Military Academy in Lebanon, Tenn., 
the school he attended as a boy. 
Quitman had been his home since 
1994, and he was a teacher and 
administrator at Westbrook School 
in Dixie. Survivors include his wife, 
Susan.

David Clapham Perry, A’57, C’61, of 
Hamilton, Mont., died on September 
27, 2004. He was a philosophy 
major at the University of the South, 
which started his lifelong interest in 
Eastern thought. After graduation, 
he served in the U.S. Navy and then 
attended law school at the University 
of Arizona. He practiced law in Reno, 
Nev., and Jackson, Wyo. He became 
a follower of the Buddha and spent 
almost two hours per day in medita-
tion for the last 14 years of his life. 
Survivors include his wife of 30 
years, Joan. 

William t. england, C’62, of Jackson, 
Miss., died on July 2, 2004. He 
graduated from Sewanee as a mem-
ber of Phi Beta Kappa. He earned 
a master’s degree in mathematical 
analysis from Columbia University 
and completed his Ph.D. in 1968 at 
the University of Virginia. A Woodrow 
Wilson Fellowship enabled him to 
teach several years in Guatemala. 
In 1976, he joined the mathematics 
faculty at Mississippi State University, 
where he served until his retirement 
in 2002. He helped the department 
grow from what was primarily a 
service department into a research 
department. He remained intellectu-
ally engaged throughout his career 
and was an inspiring teacher. He was 
an avid cook, a skilled woodworker, 
and a music lover. He is survived by 
his cousin, Walter Hartzog, and by 
many friends who loved him.

robert M. Kauffman, C’63, of 
Birmingham, Ala., died on Febru-
ary 8, 2004. He was a professor 
of mathematics at the University 
of Alabama and a member of the 
American Mathematical Society. 

James Mark notrica, C’75, of 
Kirkwood, Missouri, died on July 31, 
2004. He studied economics at Ap-
palachian State University in Boone, 
N.C. From 1987 to 1992, he and 
his wife ran a fine-dining restaurant 
in Douglas, Ga. After several years 
of overseas travels, he spent his last 
years in the U.S. and Canada, work-
ing often with the state and national 
parks from Florida to Alaska. Mark 
enjoyed people and easily made 
friends with his quick smile and 
easygoing manner. Survivors include 
his wife, Laura.

robert Heilman, H’78, of Los Altos, 
Calif., died on August 5, 2004. As a 
professor of English and chairman 
of the English department at the 
University of Washington, he wrote 
10 books and was editor of 12 
more. He is credited with leading his 
department to national prominence 
by attracting many distinguished au-
thors and hiring high-profile faculty. 
He began teaching at the University 
of Washington the same year as 
Theodore Roethke and was a strong 
supporter of the poet. 

Kevin Sadowski, C’93, of Baltimore, 
Md., died on October 7, 2004. Survi-
vors include his parents, Robert and 
Kathy, and his brother, Thomas.

Faculty, Staff, and 
Friends

Mary Street elliott, of Meridian, 
Miss., died on May 23, 2004. She 
graduated from the University of Mis-
sissippi with a degree in English. She 
and her husband, D.A. Elliott, were 
involved in many civic and religious 
activities in Meridian. Among them, 
she was a charter member of the 
Meridian Little Theatre, the first 
woman to serve on the vestry of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Meridian, 
and the first woman trustee of the 
University of the South. Survivors 
include her sons, David A. elliott, 
C’61, T’69, and William elliott-
Street, C’66.

Clyde “Moody” Payne of Sewanee 
died on September 9, 2004. He 
worked in golf course maintenance for 
the University, retiring in 1999 after 
32 years of service. Survivors include 
his wife, Bonnie, and two children.

Bobby Cyrus rauchle of New Or-
leans, La., died on August 13, 2004. 
He taught at the Sewanee Military 
Academy from 1964 to 1971. Survi-
vors include his wife, Cynthia.

Frank thomas Jr. of Sewanee died 
on October 22, 2004. He attended 
Southern Illinois University and 
served in the Army during World War 
II. He pursued a career in theater 
before joining the Sewanee Military 
Academy faculty in 1958 as an Eng-
lish teacher and assistant headmas-
ter. He ultimately became director of 
admissions. He earned a master’s 
degree in English from Columbia 
University and also taught at the 
Webb School in Bell Buckle, Tenn., 
and at Motlow State Community Col-
lege. Survivors include his wife of 62 
years, Nan, and three children.

edwin Chappell White of Sewanee 
died on November 2, 2004. He came 
to the University of the South in 
1993 as a Brown Foundation Fellow 
and served as adjunct professor in 
the music department of the College 
of Arts and Sciences until 2002. 
Previously, he taught in the music 
departments of Emory University and 
Kansas State University. Survivors 
include his wife, Barbara, and three 
children. 

Charles McCord Yates of Sewanee, 
retired carpenter for the University, 
died on July 15, 2004. He served in 
the Naval Air Force in World War II. 
A beloved member of the Sewanee 
community, he was a leader of the 
scouting program for 26 years and 
a driver for the Community Action 
Committee. He helped the sisters of 
St. Mary’s deliver gifts for their an-
nual children’s Christmas celebration 
and also worked summers with the 
Babe Ruth baseball team. Survivors 
include his wife of over 60 years, 
Lucia, and two sons, Charles Yates, 
A’60, and thomas Yates, C’67.
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afterword

Bishop Polk, Sewanee, and the 
Paradox of Southern Heritage

 
By Talbot D’Alemberte, C’55, H’90

Editor’s Note: Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte, C’55, 
H’90, retired president of Florida State University, 
presented this address at the Founders’ Day Convocation 
on October 12, 2004. 

Today, I want to talk 
about paradoxes. 

I came to Sewanee 
in 1951 from a small, 
Southern town and, 
like many of my close 
friends, found on 
this Mountain the 
first real intellectual 
stimulation of my life. 

I experienced the paradox of living in a 
remote place for four years and, through 
that experience, becoming excited to learn 
about the wider world.  

It is also a paradox to note that, although 
most of those whom I knew at Sewanee 
were from the segregated South, privileged 
young men at a segregated college, we 
were here at a time when the institutions 
of racial repression were being seriously 
challenged, and there was something in 
the air of Sewanee that made many of us 
align ourselves with the growing civil rights 
movement. 

When Brown v. Board of Education was 
handed down in the spring of my junior 
year, there was acceptance and praise from 
most of the Sewanee community. Some of 
us were startled to return home to angry 
communities, where we saw billboards 
calling for the impeachment of Earl War-
ren. In some ways, our isolation and our 
intellectual engagement set us apart from 

that we remember Odo, bishop of Bayeux, 
and the brother of William the Conqueror. 
Tradition tells us that Odo was a cleric, 
forbidden by the church to take up a sword, 
so he went into battle furiously yielding a 
club. Polk had no restriction on using a 
sword, and one of the stories about him 
is that, when asked whether he would put 
off the bishop’s gown to take up the sword, 
he responded: “No, sir, I am buckling the 
sword over the gown.” 

Did Polk believe that his calling to serve 
as a minister was one with his call to take up 
arms against the United States? Though we 
have no knowledge of his direct use of arms 
in combat, there is no doubt that he was on 
the front line of many bloody engagements. 
Indeed, he lost his life under Sherman’s       
artillery fire. 

Commitment to the Church combined 
with support for the “Lost Cause” and slavery 
makes us uncomfortable. It is a discomfort 
with which we Southerners have had to con-
tend all our lives. My great-grandfather was 
an officer in the Confederate Navy, sailing 
on the famous commerce raider C.S.S. 
Alabama. I have a sense of pride in “Fighting 
Joe Wilson.” Still, when I placed a model of 
this famous ship in my office at Florida State 
University, many visitors were distracted by 
the model and the flag it displayed, and I 
removed it, not wanting anyone who did 
not understand the complex relationship 
we Southerners have with our past to make 
assumptions about my values or commit-
ment to an open society. 

So: How do we Southerners think about 
our relationship with these people, our 

many of the people we had known in our 
home towns.

Yet most of us did not come to Sewanee 
concerned about issues of racial justice. 
Were we changed because of professors 
like Dean Lancaster, with his commitment 
to the constitution and the common law 
traditions of freedom; or Professor Har-
rison, who helped us draw lessons from 
great literature; or Professor Grimes, who 
taught us about the folly of repression and 
pointed to the lessons of Gandhi, which 
prepared us for an understanding of Mar-
tin Luther king? 

So, as a Southerner who came of age as 
the South itself came of age and ended its 
practices of racial segregation, I have to face 
another paradox as I stand to talk on this 
Founders’ Day. 

Because our history is a Southern his-
tory, and our very name proclaims an 
identity with the South, we must come to 
terms with the fact that the life of our prin-
cipal founder, the warrior-bishop Leonidas 
Polk, presents us with a paradox. 

It is intriguing to think about this man 
with a very active mind, striving to bring 
the humanizing influence of the Episcopal 
Church to the frontier as missionary bishop 
to Texas and Arkansas, and later bishop of 
Louisiana. We appreciate these facts and 
the great vision he had for Sewanee, but 
we are more intrigued by the story of Polk 
because he is the West Point graduate who 
became a minister and a bishop and, with 
the outbreak of the Civil War, returned to 
a military life.

Polk is interesting to us in the same way 
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founders, the heroes of the Lost Cause? 
It is hard to read Lincoln’s Gettysburg 

Address and hold to the idea that our 
founders were on the right side of history. 
After all, the issue of slavery had been 
raised by statesmen, journalists, novel-
ists, and ministers of the Gospel for some 
time before the Civil War, and the civilized 
countries of the world had already declared 
slavery to be against international norms. 

Bishop Polk was so offended at the 
persecution of early Christians that he 
referred to Roman practices as “the cruelty 
of imperial monsters who disgraced human 
nature.” Was he simply blinded by familiar-
ity to the disgrace of slavery? Can we excuse 
him by saying that he probably believed in 
the gradual emancipation of slaves, even 
though there is no evidence that he ever 
acted on that belief? 

So: How do we think of the founders, 
and what is it that we want to celebrate about 
their accomplishments? 

Admiration for their intelligence? 
Certainly. Their dedication to the pursuit 
of knowledge? Again, yes. Their organiz-
ing and fund-raising abilities? I think 
so. Their tenacity in pursuing a dream 
even in the chaos following the Civil War? 
Absolutely.

But can we praise them as wise and 
foresighted when we cannot help but be 
perplexed at their inability to see the evils 
of slavery and their willingness to cut the 
young nation in half?

We Southerners have to live with this 
paradox and acknowledge the historic truth 
— the truth about the limitations of our 
founders. Yet we continue to celebrate this 
day because they created an institution that 
has, in fact, preserved much of what has 
been important about the South.

We honor our founders because they 
created a place where civility is valued. 
We believe that their action advanced the 
notion of aristocracy, in the sense that 
de Tocqueville used the term: privilege 
accompanied by an obligation to the com-

munity and to those less fortunate. We 
believe that they encouraged an apprecia-
tion for learning and for the arts.

We also believe that the bishops and oth-
ers who came together to found Sewanee 
were capable of a grand vision. The historic 
truth is that American higher education is 
greatly indebted to religious leaders for the 
creation of many of our great colleges and 
universities. Strangely, however, it was not 
Episcopalians but, rather, Presbyterians, 
Methodists, Congregationalists, and Bap-
tists who created most of these colleges. 
Bishop Polk saw that the Episcopal Church 
in the South had an important role in the 
advancement of knowledge, and it is that 
vision that has guided Sewanee throughout 
its existence.

And we, as Southerners formed by this 
great place they built, a place which helped 
us learn civility and appreciate what we have 
been given, and a place where we learned 
to love learning, acknowledge that we have 
benefited greatly from their vision, their 
courage, and their steadfastness. 

If we find flaws in these great men, that 
discovery should only remind us that we 
also live in an era where injustice surrounds 
us, where our nation is divided into the rich 
and the poor, where our contributions to 
the welfare of the poorer nations is quite 
meager. We must acknowledge that we have 
become one of the most repressive nations 
in the world, locking up over two million of 
our citizens, and that we abandoned lead-
ership of international human rights and 
fled from the field. We must be able to see 
that we condone the imposition of capital 
punishment after all the civilized countries 
of the world have abandoned it. 

On this day, we can express appreciation 
to our founders even if we are compelled 
to acknowledge their shortcomings, and we 
can do no greater honor to them than to use 
the knowledge, the commitment to service, 
and the sense of morality that we have drawn 
from this great place to open our own eyes 
and look at the injustices around us.  

This window in the narthex of All Saints’ Chapel 
portrays Bishop Polk at his desk in New Orleans. In a 
letter dated July 1, 1856, Polk proposed to his fellow 
Southern bishops the founding of an educational 
institution in the South. 
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vice chancellor’s corner

Dear Sewanee Alumni and Friends,

All of us who are blessed to be a part of the University of the South are in debt to those whose vision and 
generosity have made possible the Sewanee we know and love. This issue of Sewanee magazine marks the be-
ginning of a new opportunity for us to repay a portion of that debt by investing in the University’s future. 
As the Mountain bursts into its springtime glory, the new Sewanee Call capital fund-raising campaign is 
emerging from its quiet phase to reach out to all of us.

Sewanee’s literary and Episcopal roots played a part in the naming of this campaign. You can probably 
imagine the early meeting of the Campaign Cabinet at which several alternatives for a name were considered. 
Only gradually did the cacophony of possibilities quieten. In the end, we decided on The Sewanee Call, be-
lieving that this name captures something of the special affection and devotion that distinguish Sewanee.

In this issue, both Professor Jennifer Michael (page 10) and Editor Laura Barlament (page 5) draw on 
T. S. Eliot’s Four Quartets. The words on the cover are taken from the following haunting passage from the 
fourth quartet, “Little Gidding”: 

With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling

We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time. 

I was reminded of these words a few days ago in the Barrymore Theatre in New York City, where a group 
of us had the happy privilege of representing the University at a preview performance of Tennessee Williams’ 
The Glass Menagerie starring Jessica Lange and Christian Slater. The performance was splendid, and it was a 
joy for the six of us — Ellen and Bill Stamler, C’56, Kitty and Dave Beecken, C’68, and Trudy and me — to 
toast the cast and crew, as the associate producer said, “on behalf of Mr. Williams’ estate.” 

It was an especially heady evening for me, because it brought back a flood of memories from more than 40 
years ago, when I played the role of the gentleman caller in an Oak Ridge High School production of The Glass 
Menagerie. That experience stretched me then, and coming back to it all these years later, stretched me again, 
now with different meanings and feelings. I had arrived where I started and knew it for the first time. 

Tennessee Williams’ bequest to Sewanee of the royalty rights to his work is valued now at more than 
$7 million. In recent years, it has yielded over $1 million in annual income that has made possible the 
world-renowned Sewanee Writers’ Conference and the University’s state-of-the-art Tennessee Williams 
Center. We invest roughly half the income each year in an endowment fund to ensure that the benefits of 
Mr. Williams’ generosity will continue to grow at Sewanee even after the Williams copyrights expire.

It is a mystery how Tennessee Williams heard the call to make this philanthropic investment in the Uni-
versity of the South. However, we know that his love and gratitude for his grandfather, Episcopal priest Walter 
E. Dakin, T’1895, whose name the endowed fund bears, played a major role in his decision. 

As the public phase of The Sewanee Call campaign develops, many will hear and respond with gracious 
generosity to “the voice of this Calling.” On behalf of the Campaign Cabinet, the Development Council, 
the regents, and the trustees, I am pleased to thank all of you who have already made gifts and commit-
ments to the campaign that now total over $100 million. We look forward to opportunities over the next 
three years to invite and welcome gifts from all of you who can make it possible for the campaign to reach 
the ambitious goals that are outlined on page 6. Your generosity will make a tremendous difference in the 
University’s future.  
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viewpoints

‘The Voice of this Calling’

“The Sewanee Call”: The name for a just-
launched fund-raising campaign, it also 
serves as a resonant theme for an issue of a 
magazine called Sewanee: What does it mean 
to be called by Sewanee, to Sewanee, and 
out of Sewanee? 

 Taking the Sewanee Call quite literally, 
there’s the call many of you have received 
from the Sewanee Phonathon (read more 

about that operation and the people behind it on pages 32–33). 
There are the bells that ring across the Mountain, summoning its 
denizens to gather, to mourn, to celebrate, or simply to listen (see 
page 37). There are the birds, which call more and more insistently 
as spring unfolds (see page 13). 

But in an extended sense, it’s here in Sewanee that people 
frequently, in some form or fashion, sense a calling — to journey 
to new places as far-flung as Siberia (see pages 16–18) or Ecuador 
(see pages 46–47); or to give birth to new enterprises, like alumna 
Becca Stevens’s Magdalene program, where women who have been 
battered by the world can start a new life (see pages 19–21); or, as 
alumnus and regent John Scott says, to begin to find out who they 
are (see page 39). Some find their calling here on the Mountain 
— people like Eric Benjamin, Sewanee’s longtime director of mi-
nority affairs (see pages 14–15); or the faculty who devote themselves 
to the vocation of teaching (see page 26). 

Perhaps — as Bill Stafford, new dean of the School of Theology, 
writes (see pages 30–31) — these things happen in Sewanee because 
this is a place where people come in contact with the Divine. 

Jennifer Michael, professor of English, gives eloquent testi-
mony to this possibility in her essay, “At Home in the Fog” (pages 
10–12). Describing her first experience of the Easter Vigil in All 
Saints’ Chapel, she cites lines from T.S. Eliot’s “Little Gidding.” 
Her citation drew me back into that poem, named for an English 
religious community founded in the seventeenth century, and led 
me to the line that you see on this magazine’s cover. For many of 
you, Sewanee is your own Little Gidding: A place to discover what 
is true, what is eternal, and what is true and eternal in yourself. 
And it has a voice that again and again calls you back to this place 
and back into this journey of discovery. In this issue of Sewanee 
magazine, then, I invite you to read and listen to “the voice of this 
Calling,” that is, Sewanee’s call.— Laura Barlament, Editor

write to usWe welcome letters. The editor reserves the right to determine the suitability of 
letters for publication and to edit them for accuracy and length. Letters should 
refer to material published in the magazine and include the writer’s full name, 
address, and telephone number.

Write to: Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine, Office of Communications,  
735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
E-mail: lbarlame@sewanee.edu

write to us

letters

Other Perspectives on Sewanee’s War Years
Your cover story on the V-5 and V-12 Navy units (“From the Moun-
tain to the Oceans,” Winter 2005) evoked sharp memories — but 
in counterpoint.

I arrived on campus in July 1944 as one of 30-some-odd civilian 
students in the entire college. Though we shared classes with the Navy 
chaps, we co-existed mostly in different universes. They had their 
military regimen and camaraderie, and of course they dominated 
athletics. But we had the “Sewanee experience,” and we had it in 
spades because of the ratio of traditional students to faculty. We were 
practically one-on-one with Abbo Martin and Professors Dugan, 
Harrison, McCrady, Thurgood, Buck, Bruton, Baker, and Kayden. 
The graciousness of the Guerrys was concentrated. And I don’t re-
call any sailors attending Señor Lewis’ renowned demitasse coffee 
klatches. I am forever grateful that the Navy enabled the University 
to bridge those war years while affording a small band of “Sewanee 
men” a very special experience.

C. HUGH CAMPBELL JR., C’48 
Hartsville, South Carolina

I grew up in Rebel’s Rest (my great-grandfather was George Fair-
banks, one of the University’s founders) and was seven when the 
Navy program arrived. I immediately begged for a WAVES [the 
women’s branch of the U.S. Navy] uniform from Sears so I could 
march with the sailors (on the sidewalk), with whom I had fallen in 
love. We loved the Navy’s motto, “Join the Navy and see the world,” 
which was much ridiculed by the sailors because the closest water 
was the stream in Abbo’s Alley! Dr. Guerry’s beautiful collie, Lad-
die, went faithfully to Thompson Union every day at 5 o’clock for 
the lowering of the flag, as many of us did. On V.E. Day, we were 
driving up the driveway at Rebel’s Rest, and a sailor jumped on the 
hood of our car yelling, “Lady, the war’s over!”

My mother, who was the University registrar, always said that the 
Navy saved the University from sure and certain death. I am so glad 
you did an article on a special time. 

SARA TREADWELL DUDNEY
Hendersonville, North Carolina 

My family’s history with the Mountain began where the Navy V-12 story 
leaves off. My late father, Edward “Doc” Marshall Jr., C’50, entered 
with the first class after the war in 1946. As children, Dad regaled us 
with stories about caving with Dr. McCrady, and I still have his carbide 
lamp. Professor McCrady lives on in caving stories I now retell my 
two boys. The photo of Thompson Hall made me recall the oft-told 
tale of the night the student union burned down. Dad, of course, was 
there. There were also Abbo stories. The best ones were about Abbott 
Cotten Martin’s conversations standing guard over German P.O.W.’s 
interned in Tullahoma and enlisted to build his alley. 

EDWARD C. MARSHALL III, C’87
Greenville, South Carolina



6 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Spring 2005

on the mountainon the Mountain

lenge. It focuses on four critical needs: 
attracting and retaining faculty (salary 
and professional development support), 
recruiting the best students (merit schol-
arships), continuing to provide access to 
those students that could not otherwise 
afford a Sewanee education (need-based 
scholarships), and creating endowments 
for particular academic programs.

University launches 
most ambitious campaign 
in sewanee history

Donor issues $5 million 
endowment challenge 

An anonymous member of Sewanee’s 
Development Council has pledged $5 mil-
lion toward the University’s endowment, 
contingent on other donors’ matching the 
contribution. The match will be made on 
a dollar-to-dollar basis. 

“This commitment sends a powerful 
message of support for building the endow-
ment, which undergirds the University’s 
academic programs, and we hope it will 
inspire others to participate in this vital ef-
fort,” said Vice Chancellor Cunningham at 
the gift announcement in January. 

The University has until December 
31, 2005, to meet the endowment chal-

I n February, the Board of Regents — acting on the rec-
ommendation of the Sewanee Development Council 
— approved the launch of a comprehensive fund-raising 

campaign, The Sewanee Call. 
With a goal of $180 million, it is the University’s largest such 

endeavor to date. The campaign seeks to raise $96.3 million 
for the endowment, $56.6 million for capital projects, and 
$27.1 million for operating support, including the Sewanee 
Fund. Co-chairs David Beecken, C’68, and William Stamler, 
C’56, and a cabinet of 13 volunteers are providing leadership 
for this effort.

“From the very beginning, the University’s founders believed 
that Sewanee was called to be national university with a distinc-
tive Southern ethos and a commitment to serve the Episcopal 
Church,” said Thomas Bonner, vice president for university re-
lations. “Then as now, Sewanee could not exist or thrive without 
the generosity of benefactors in sums both large and small.

“Through The Sewanee Call campaign, we affirm Sewanee’s 
historic mission and invite a new generation of alumni, parents, 
friends, and members of the Episcopal Church to join in provid-
ing the next generation of students an educational experience as 
challenging and rigorous as any in this country.” 

To date, more than 200 individuals have contributed or 
pledged over $110 million to start the campaign. “With this 
monumental start, we now turn to the larger Sewanee family to 
respond to the call and thereby push us over the $180 million 
goal, thereby allowing dreams to become reality,” said Bonner.

For more information about the campaign, see the interview 
with Vice Chancellor Cunningham on pages 22-23 and an article 
about the response from alumni and friends on pages 24-25.

The Sewanee Call Campaign Goals

Academic Excellence  ............................................................ $81.4 million
Faculty compensation and development
Endowed chairs and fellowships
Enhanced teaching and research facilities

Gailor (languages and literature)
Woods Laboratories addition (science, environmental studies)
Snowden renovation and addition (forestry, geology)
Nabit Art Building
Guerry renovation (music)

Student-faculty research
Curriculum and program development

First Year Program
Humanities Program
Environmental Studies
Women’s Studies
Third World Studies
Asian Studies
Landscape Analysis Laboratory

Student Learning and Life  ..................................................... $63.5 million
Scholarships
Internships
Residence Halls (Humphreys, Johnson, St. Luke’s)
Chapel Programs and Service Learning
Cravens Hall renovation (seminary)

University-Wide Support  ....................................................... $35.1 million
Sewanee Fund
Unrestricted endowment
Administrative space, roads, parking
Campus beautification and maintenance

Total  ................................................................................$180 million

The campaign supports Sewanee’s close student-professor relationships. Here, Professor 
Randy Peterson works with Wesley Satterfield, C’07, in the First Year Program.
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“This endowment challenge will provide 
an opportunity for donors to leverage their 
gift to Sewanee by doubling the impact 
of their gift. We are most grateful that a 
member of the Sewanee family is willing 
to demonstrate his deep commitment in 
such a tangible and beneficial way,” noted 
Cunningham.

While the identity of the donor is con-
fidential, he and his family have long been 
involved in the life of the University. “For 
so many of us, Sewanee has represented a 
place where our lives were changed for the 
better — in profound and important quali-
tative ways,” he said. “Sewanee oriented me 
toward how I would live my life — not just 
how I would make a living.

“Now I want to help Sewanee continue 
being a place that is relevant and powerful 
in the lives of its students. Our gift is a call 
to others who feel the same way to make a 
real and substantial commitment to the 
advancement of this great University.”

An endowment is generally seen as a 
source of long-term strength for colleges 
and universities. A strong endowment de-
creases a university’s reliance on tuition and 
other year-by-year income. Because the 
university spends only the earnings from 
the invested endowed funds, the endow-
ment is a permanent source of funding for 
the University’s programs.

While Sewanee’s endowment is strong 
compared to those of many other colleges 
and universities in the Southeast, it is low 
compared to those of other elite liberal arts 
colleges with which Sewanee competes for 
students and faculty.

Coca-Cola extends history of 
philanthropy at Sewanee

For decades, Sewanee and its students have 
benefited from families with connections 
to the Coca-Cola business: the Benwood 
Foundation, the Lettie Pate Whitehead 
Foundation, the Lyndhurst Foundation, 
and the Johnson family of Birmingham, 
Alabama. This year, the University forged 
even stronger connections with the soft 
drink company when the corporate foun-

dation made a $500,000 grant for an 
innovative scholarship fund.

The Coca-Cola Scholarship Fund will 
help Sewanee make awards to return-
ing students who have received financial 
aid and who have maintained exemplary 
grades. The fund will allow the University 
to convert some of the Coca-Cola Scholars’ 
college loans to grants in their financial 
aid package. 

“The students who are selected as Coca-
Cola Scholars will have the opportunity to 
graduate with a lower level of education-
related debt than they would have without 
the grant,” said David Gelinas, director of 
financial aid. “Throughout higher educa-
tion, debt levels are rising, so this grant 
helps students in a very important way.”

Claude Nielsen, C’73, CEO of the 
principal Coca-Cola bottling company in 
Birmingham, was instrumental in securing 
the gift. Nielsen and his wife, Katherine, 
also made a personal gift that will allow 
the University to move ahead with the 
renovation of Johnson Hall. That residence 
hall was built through the generosity of 
Crawford Johnson, a former head of the 
Birmingham company and Katherine’s 
grandfather.

According to Tom Sanders, Sewanee’s 
foundations officer, the gift is unusual, 
both in its size and the fact that it will go 
toward endowment. “Foundations are 
typically interested in projects rather than 
endowment,” Sanders said. “We are thrilled 
with the Coca-Cola Foundation’s confi-
dence that Sewanee will be a good steward of 
these resources. And we are happy that they 
have entrusted to us the task of increasing 
access to education.” 

Chicago alumnus underwrites 
new applied economics 
program, with a challenge

In December, Mary and Nicholas, C’68, 
Babson announced a challenge gift to ben-
efit a new Center for Applied Economics at 
Sewanee. The Babsons, whose total com-
mitment to the University is $2.2 million, 
will match any gift toward the center with 

one dollar for every two dollars contrib-
uted. If successful, the Babson Challenge 
will result in a $3 million endowment for 
the center, which will enhance Sewanee’s 
ability to prepare students for successful 
careers in business.

The Center for Applied Economics will 
be a new umbrella organization that will 
make connections among career services, 
the new pre-business interdisciplinary pro-
gram, an executive-in-residence program 
established by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Graham 
Jr., and other co-curricular efforts. 

These initiatives and proposals reflect 
the University’s commitment to enrich-
ing students’ educational experience and 
increasing their marketability upon gradu-
ation. Funds generated by the Babson 
Challenge will provide operational support 
for the center, an administrative salary 
supplement for the center director, and 
faculty compensation support.

Nick Babson, who was a political science 
major at Sewanee, is president and CEO 
of Babson Holdings Inc. of Chicago. He 
was a director of the Westfalia Supervising 
Board when Westfalia acquired his family 
business, Babson Brothers Company Inc. 
of Naperville, Illinois. The business was 
started in 1906 by Babson’s grandfather, 
Gustavus, and granduncles, Henry and 
Fred, as a mail order company for selling 
and servicing phonographs. In the 1920s, 
the company evolved into a full-service 
manufacturing and supply company for 
the dairy industry.  

Nick Babson, C’68, (right) meets with Doug Williams, 
C’81, associate professor of economics and pre- 
business program advisor, to discuss the new Center 
for Applied Economics. 
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alumni and students  
share life experiences 
‘Beyond the Gates’

Sewanee juniors and seniors got a shot of 
confidence and a heaping of advice just 
before the Easter semester started at the in-
augural Beyond the Gates program offered 
by the Office of Career Services. 

Director Kim Hatfield Heitzenrater’s, 
C’89, concept was to bring students, 
alumni, and parents together to network 
and share experiences.

The offerings hit home, as 70 students 
and 30 alumni, parents, and other volun-
teers gathered to talk about how they found 
their way to jobs they love. The program 
also offered mock interviews and advice on 
resume-writing, graduate school, apart-
ment-hunting, home-buying, and living in 
cities such as Atlanta and Washington. 

“It was great of all the alumni to take 
the time to share with us,” said Katie Ross, 
C’06. “They had so many different panels 
and different discussions that covered every 
possible problem we could encounter in 
getting into grad school, finding an apart-
ment, and getting a job.” Ross said she made 
contacts that will help her find an internship 
in Washington, D.C., this summer.

At the opening panel discussion, five 
alumni from different career fields talked 
about how they found their first jobs — and 
how they moved on from there. 

Rondal Richardson, C’91, for instance, 
who has been manager of Wynnona Inc. 
since 1999, started out as a branch man-
ager trainee for NCNB bank. On one 
particularly miserable day, county music 
star Garth Brooks called to recruit him for 
his concert promotion company. Only a 
few years out of college, Richardson was 
involved in organizing a concert in New 
York’s Central Park. While meeting with 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and other power 
brokers, he recalled thinking, “Sewanee 
brought me here.”

Subsequent panel discussions covered 
15 career fields ranging from the arts 
to business to education to real estate  
development. 

Don Olmstead, C’81, managing direc-
tor of Novare Capital Management, led a 
discussion about finance careers. 

“I believe this program will be a tre-
mendous asset to help [students] with their 
transition from the great Sewanee experi-
ence to the real world,” Olmstead said. “I 
believe one goal for every Sewanee student 
is to be able to articulate what a Sewanee 
liberal arts education means. Many em-
ployers today are looking for people with 
this background and experience.”

Jake Ross, C’76, senior technical direc-
tor of Anteon Corporation and retired 
Navy captain (and father of Katie), also of-
fered a positive assessment of the program. 
“I was very impressed with every student 
I met. Their questions were thoughtful, 
thought-provoking, and demonstrated 
their preparation for this weekend. As 
impressive was their collective attention 
and what I would term ‘active listening.’ 
Everyone paid attention, took onboard the 
participants’ answers and comments, and 
evaluated what they heard. These students 
were serious about their future.”

Kola Pacheco, C’05, was one of the 
students who benefited from Ross’s advice 
in a mock interview session. For him, the 
program was exciting. “Just getting together 

Rondal Richardson, C’91, tells students about how he moved from being a bank manager trainee to manager 
of Wynnona Inc. Left to right: Jake Ross, C’76, senior technical director for Anteon Corporation; Mary 
Hance, C’75, “Ms. Cheap” columnist for the Tennessean; and Harmony Haskins, C’92, photo archivist for 
the White House Historical Association, also participated in this panel discussion. 

and talking about what you’re going to do 
after graduation — it took the pressure off, 
took away my anxiety. I could see that it did 
that for other people too.”

College continues to  
score high in survey of 
student learning experience

Sewanee continues to hold its own on the 
several fronts of the college rankings wars. 
While the University comes in at 33rd 
among national liberal arts colleges accord-
ing to U.S. News & World Report, an alterna-
tive survey now in its fifth year finds that 
Sewanee ranks among the top 10 percent 
in several key areas. 

Jay Mathews, education columnist 
for the Washington Post, calls the National 
Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE, 
pronounced ‘nessie’) “the most advanced 
effort so far to identify schools by what 
they do for students, rather than how many 
applicants they reject.” NSSE, conducted 
out of Indiana University, surveys students 
to assess their schools’ performance in five 
benchmark areas: level of academic chal-
lenge; active and collaborative learning; 
student-faculty interactions; enriching 
educational experiences; and supportive 
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holds a bachelor’s degree from Harvard and 
a doctorate from Washington University in 
St. Louis. 

richard reid, retired president and 
dean, and Mollie Laird Downs Professor 
of New Testament Emeritus at the Virginia 
Theological Seminary. He is a graduate 
of Harvard University, where he earned 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees, the Epis-
copal Theological Seminary, from which 
he earned a bachelor’s of divinity, and 
the Union Theological Seminary, which 
awarded him a doctorate of theology. He 
joined the VTS faculty in 1958, after serv-
ing as assistant minister at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine in New York City. 

William J. Courtenay, Hilldale Pro-
fessor and C.H. Haskins Professor of 
Medieval History at the University of Wis-
consin. A native Tennessean, he earned 
a bachelor’s degree at Vanderbilt and a 
doctorate at Harvard. His many honors 
and awards include fellowships from the 
Guggenheim Foundation, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, and the 
Humboldt Foundation. His books include 

campus environment. 
The 2004 NSSE report is based on 

information from 163,000 first-year and 
senior students at 472 colleges and univer-
sities. Sewanee students ranked the quality 
of their learning experience among the 
top 10 percent of all participating schools 
in four of the five benchmarks. In the 
category of active and collaborative learn-
ing, Sewanee’s first-year students rated the 
institution among the top 20 percent, while 
its seniors placed it in the top 30 percent, 
a rise from previous surveys.

“These results confirm that teaching and 
learning remain at the center of what we do 
and that Sewanee belongs among the finest 
liberal arts colleges in the country,” says Rita 
Kipp, dean of the college. 

Theology dean installed and 
honorary degrees awarded at 
opening convocation

The University officially installed William S. 
Stafford as dean of the School of Theology 
(please see page 30 for an essay by Dean 
Stafford) and awarded four honorary de-
grees during the Easter semester opening 
convocation on January 25, 2005. Honor-
ary degrees were awarded to:

alan f. blanchard, retired president 
of the Church Pension Group. Under his 
leadership, the fund grew from $2 billion to 
$7.4 billion and monthly benefits increased 
at rates exceeding cost of living indices. A 
graduate of Yale and the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, he previously worked 
for New York Senator Jacob Javits, in the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, and 
in a presidential transition team. 

John herron biggs, fomer chairman 
and CEO of the Teachers’ Insurance and 
Annuity Association and the College Re-
tirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF). 
In these positions, he was responsible for 
administering the retirement funds of 
many employees of colleges and universi-
ties in the United States. He expanded 
the economic base of TIAA-CREF and 
introduced diverse investment options to 
the TIAA-CREF retirement menu. He 

Parisian Scholars in the Early 14th Century, Capacity 
and Volition, Teaching Careers at the University of Paris, 
and Rotuli Parisienses: Supplications to the Pope from 
the University of Paris.

Sewanee claims place  
among minor planets

If you’ve ever looked up at a starry night 
sky and thought of Sewanee, here’s an-
other reason to associate the two: asteroid 
“Cordellorenz” and asteroid “Sewanee.” 
Discovered by Professor Doug Durig, di-
rector of the Cordell-Lorenz Observatory, 
the asteroids were among 71 newly named 
celestial objects announced in late January 
by the International Astronomical Union’s 
Minor Planet Center in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. Eric Reames, C’04, confirmed 
the discovery of the Sewanee asteroid. The 
Cordellorenz asteroid was named to honor 
Francis Cordell, who restored Sewanee’s 
telescope, and Philip Jack Lorenz, who 
re-introduced astronomy classes at the 
University and started the public viewing 
program at the observatory.

William S. Stafford, dean of the School of Theology, and his wife, Barbara, joined the Sewanee community 
in January. 
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at home in the fog
Reflecting on the spiritual space of Sewanee

By Jennifer Davis Michael, C‘89

THE LATE LISTON MILLS, a professor of divinity at 
Vanderbilt, often said that talking about spirituality was 
like “canning fog.” That simile seems especially appropri-

ate as I think about the spiritual life that, to me, stands at the core 
of Sewanee. Spirituality cannot be packaged or sold, and a Sewanee 
diploma is no ticket to enlightenment. Furthermore, neither the 
Episcopal Church nor any other single religious tradition has an 
exclusive claim to truth. Yet one must root oneself in some spiritual 
tradition in order to grow. For me, first as a student and now as a 
faculty member, Sewanee has provided that fertile ground.

On the weekend of Lessons and Carols a couple years ago, I 
was having dinner with some faculty friends when the conversa-
tion turned to the service and whether we planned to attend. One 
person declared that she had gone once in her entire time here. 
The carols and hymns were too unfamiliar, and she felt estranged. 
She made a persuasive case that the church should be a place where 
you feel “at home.” Yet experiences of not feeling “at home” have 
animated much of my own spiritual journey. At Sewanee, I instead 
found a starting point for the journey home. 

When I was a high school senior looking at colleges in 1984, 
church affiliation was low on my list of priorities. I had been raised 
and confirmed a Methodist and attended church and youth group 
sporadically, but my heart was in literature, music, and horses. 
Sewanee was a place where all those appetites could be fed. The 
place drew me with its brilliant faculty, its stunning location, its 
medieval architecture, and above all its personal hospitality. At the 
time, I did not recognize the spiritual element that bound these 
things together. 

If anything, the Episcopal connection was an obstacle at first. 
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I was mystified by such terms as “sacristan” and “diocese.” All 
over campus I saw portraits of Southern bishops and clergy, and 
buildings named after them. Some of my classmates bore those 
same names. When I went to church at All Saints’, the strangeness 
peaked in sensory overload. The Gothic chapel and its ethereal 
music seemed to belong more in Europe than in the Tennessee 
hills. There was incense, and the service came out of two books, 
one blue and one red, and I was always fumbling in the wrong one. 
People knelt (but confusingly, not all at the same time). There was 
wine every Sunday. 

Why did I keep returning to the alien world of All Saints’? I 
stayed because the strangeness kept me alert and attentive, and 
because I felt the chapel was, not only geographically but spiritu-
ally, the center of this academic community that had become my 
home. Those, at least, were the answers I would have given at the 
time. Now I think it was more than that: a deep attraction to this 
“otherness” that was more than an “other” denomination or style 
of worship. It was the otherness of God, who meets us and joins 
us at a table that is open to all, even if we don’t know which book 
to read from or when to cross ourselves.

College is about encountering the strange, the difficult, the new, 
but doing so on the solid ground of a free and open community. 
While this process may have been crystallized for me in the chapel, 
it was by no means confined there. My literature classes were, to 
me, explorations of the sacred word, unfolding the infinite space 
at the center of a poem. Ted Stirling (whose father and brother 
were priests) would declaim on Blake’s “Tyger” as passionately as 
any revival preacher, and was known on occasion to dismiss stu-
dents from his office with the words, “Go and sin no more.” Jim 

Clayton’s introductory religion course opened up entirely new ways 
of thinking about what religion means and why we have it, through 
writers as diverse as Graham Greene and Albert Camus. 

I now live in Sewanee as a faculty member, and the community 
is more religiously diverse, both among students and faculty, than 
it was in the late ’80s. The common symbol, however, linking my 
student and faculty days, and indeed my time away from Sewanee, 
is All Saints’ Chapel, which has been home to three particular and 
significant moments in my life.

The first was one of those “accidents” in which I see God’s hand. 
As a junior gownsman, I was drafted at the last minute to serve as 
an usher for the Easter Vigil. I had never heard of an Easter Vigil, 
but grudgingly agreed. Before I knew it, I was standing in a space 
as dark as the inside of a cow, an unlit candle in my hand. The rest 
of the service was a wonder to me. The blessing of fire and water, 
reclaiming them as pure elements of creation, appealed to some 
primal, poetic sense. The baptism of Chaplain Sam Lloyd’s baby 
daughter that night seemed utterly different from all the daylight 
baptisms I’d witnessed. With candlelight licking the stone pillars, 
renouncing the powers of darkness took on a new reality. And the 
narrative of the people of Israel compressed into a single service had 
a fresh coherence for me. These were no longer “Bible stories”; it 
was one story. The story. I was starting to understand that the power 
of narrative extended beyond the novels I read for class or for plea-
sure; that telling stories was a sacred way of understanding who we 
are and how we came to be here. For the first time, I experienced 
physically and emotionally what I had grasped intellectually in class 
when we read Eliade’s definitions of sacred and profane time. 
Death and resurrection were happening now, in this place. “The 
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intersection of the timeless moment / Is England and nowhere. 
Never and always.” (T.S. Eliot, “Little Gidding”)

Jump ahead several years to January 1995: Ted Stirling’s burial 
office, postponed after his death on Christmas Eve so that students, 
past and present, could attend. 
The chapel was overflowing. I was 
there too, a former student who 
would soon become his successor 
(not replacement) in the English 
department. It was one of the 
saddest days of my life, watching 
his ashes placed in a hole that was 
much too small to contain the 
wisdom, generosity, and faithful-
ness that he embodied. At that 
moment, the Sewanee community 
was no longer a catchphrase but a 
living, praying, and weeping entity. 
I’ve commented to friends more 
than once that Sewanee puts on a 
good funeral. Beneath my gallows 
humor is a sense that these rites 
of passing are defining moments 
for the community in ways that 
transcend the beautiful liturgy, 
the tolling of the bourdon, and 
the solemn walk to the cemetery. 
Many junior faculty voluntarily 
turn out for the funerals of long-
retired professors whom they have 
never met, on the principle that 
we are members of one body, and 
that each loss is a corporate if not 
a personal one. As we follow the 
casket in our academic regalia, we illustrate Gray’s warning that 
“The paths of glory lead but to the grave,” but we also participate 
in a ritual that outlives each individual and binds the present mo-
ment to the eternal. For a year or more after Ted’s death, I found 
comfort in a line from Roethke’s poem “The Waking”: “What falls 
away is always. And is near.”

Six more years: September 11, 2001. An unthinkable moment 
of falling away. Like many others, I gravitated toward the chapel, 
attempting to find solid ground in a world that seemed to be spin-
ning out of control. Sewanee, of course, was far removed from the 
disaster itself. It was an incongruously beautiful day, and the scenes 
on television hardly seemed real. It was only on the following day 
that the magnitude of the tragedy hit me. I muddled through my 
morning classes and walked over to All Saints’ for a noonday prayer 
service. The opening hymn was “Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of 
all joy,” and I was in tears from that point on. At first I felt embar-
rassed that students might see me in that state, but then I thought, 

why not? What self-glorifying agenda of mine could possibly take 
precedence over this collective grief? 

By the time the service ended and I walked into my 1 o’clock class, 
I felt emptied of a great well of tears, but I also felt differently about 

the task ahead of me. We were 
reading Samuel Johnson — not 
the easiest sell to undergraduates 
— and I found myself focusing on 
a single phrase from one of his 
critical essays: “The end of writ-
ing is to help the readers better 
to enjoy life, or better to endure 
it.” Enduring seems to carry more 
weight with Johnson, however. As I 
commented to the class, “Johnson 
wants to be the kind of writer you 
could read on a day like yesterday 
[September 11] and be better off 
for it.” I said this knowing that 
most of them, like me, had been 
unable to concentrate on his Life of 
Richard Savage as the planes struck the 
buildings and the towers fell again 
and again, both on the screens and 
in our minds.  The best I could do 
on that day — perhaps on any day 
— was to be present to the moment 
and to call attention to why we read 
and write, why we turn from the 
world around us to read the writ-
ings of the dead, so that we can turn 
again to the living.

Naming these moments in All 
Saints’ Chapel has been a way for 

me to locate my own spiritual experience and perhaps to spark simi-
lar memories from others. Yet the spiritual ground that Sewanee 
provides is as broad as the Domain. For some, a walk through 
Abbo’s Alley or a starry night in the observatory provides the best 
time and place for contemplation, for praise, for mourning, for 
questioning: in other words, for finding the “home” within. That 
Sewanee provides a spiritual home for so many, and helps them to 
feel at home in themselves, does not make it a one-way retreat from 
the world. Our friendships, collective worship, outreach projects, 
and small-group encounters such as catechumenate, centering 
prayer, Bible studies, and EFM draw us out, nurture us, and even 
call us to account in a world where it is all too easy to focus solely 
on the grade, the publication, or the bottom line. 

To draw from T.S. Eliot once more: “Home is where one starts 
from.” The journey continues … even in the fog.

Jennifer Davis Michael, C’89, is an associate professor of English at Sewanee. 
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The starlings
Morgan’s Steep, 1986

Not what they were but how they moved.
As if migration answered their cries, 
Though no one call had meaning past 
Its echo in another call.
They swept through trees like leaves blown back, 
Like divinations ushered from before, 
So many dividing against one breath …
The stillness, bluffed flights, the gliding down. 

Above their sweeping fans, a hawk
Circled patiently, but they were thousands.
What he counted never counted him …
So many lifting, lighting.
   And then they were gone.

But what they left they changed, the land
A silent dun without their cries,
Which, briefly, made the way the trees
Unfolded upward to the sky
Seem more than one place, more than one gathering
That in departing raised itself
As if some mute necessity
Had called its children not home but away.

Wyatt Prunty, C’69
Carlton Professor of English and  
Director of the Sewanee Writers’ Conference

From: Prunty, Wyatt. Balance as Belief. Page 17. 
© 1989 The Johns Hopkins University Press. 
Reprinted with permission of The Johns Hopkins University Press.
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life lessons  
and lemonade
Eric Benjamin, C’73, helps all students find a home at Sewanee

By Joseph Riley Land, C’98

D URING MY FRESHMAN YEAR at Sewanee, I was adrift 
in a sea of uncertainty. My grades were okay, but a far cry 
from my expectations. I didn’t feel as if I fit into the social 

climate. I was questioning my decision to attend the University. 
Then I met Eric Benjamin, C’73. Immediately, I felt as if I 

belonged. 
My experience is far from unique. “Mr. B,” as he’s known, has 

helped a full generation of Sewanee students achieve this sense of 
belonging, even if they come from a background different than that 
of the majority of their classmates. Whether it’s in the comfort of 
his office, well-stocked with snacks and magazines ranging from 
Newsweek to Black Enterprise (which he encourages everyone to read), or 
in his home, where I have spent many an afternoon getting a life 
lesson over a glass of lemonade, Mr. B is always there to listen, 
to advise, to put the perils of college into perspective. Of course, 
he can also be found on the basketball court on any given Friday 
afternoon — beating the underclassmen. Benjamin’s outreach 
to the student body has played a major role in the dramatically 
increased enrollment and retention of students of color since he 
became the University’s first and only director of minority affairs 
almost 25 years ago.

Born in Atlanta to a middle-class family, Benjamin was the first 
of three children. His parents put a strong emphasis on education, 
sending all three of their children to private schools. Eric attended 
Marist, where he participated in football, basketball, and track. 
Before he found Sewanee, he expected that an athletic scholarship 
would be the ticket to college for a black man in 1960s America. 
“Sewanee was the only school to recruit me for purely academic 
reasons, and I was appreciative,” he says. 
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In 1969, Benjamin was one of only four African American 
students in the college. Although racial stereotypes were still firmly 
in place, Benjamin says, “As an individual, my peers treated me 
with dignity and respect. I met some of the finest human beings in 
my life as a Sewanee student.” Instead of playing sports, he served 
as president of the Honor Council and the Jazz Society and was a 
member of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity.

Upon graduation, Benjamin attended North Carolina Central 
University, where he met his future wife, Michelle, and earned a law 
degree. He then started working as an attorney with the Atlanta Le-
gal Aid Society. Soon after, he started feeling a call back to Sewanee. 
“Michelle and I were ready to start a family and thought that Sewanee 
would be an ideal place for raising children,” he says. 

Fortuitously, the University came calling at the same time, 
inviting Benjamin to initiate its new minority affairs program. 
According to Brown Patterson, C’52, professor of history and then-

dean of the college, “We recognized that [Benjamin’s] background 
as both a Sewanee student and as a lawyer would make him a trusted 
and extremely effective counselor.” 

For his part, Benjamin embraced the opportunity. “I had 
reached a point in my life where I understood the value of a great 
education for young people of all colors as they prepare to face the 
multiple challenges of life,” he says. 

That was the early ’80s, when “the enrollment of minority stu-
dents was extremely low – normally a half-dozen or so,” recounts 
Patterson. “We recognized the issues associated with the lack of 
diversity.” The University’s deep roots in Southern traditions, which 
for many students is part of Sewanee’s allure, was just the thing 
that turned off minority prospects. Says Benjamin, “I found that 
academics were not an obstacle for minority students, but social 
problems were difficult to overcome.”

Benjamin worked closely with the Admissions Office to attract 
promising students of color. One of the first was Marichal Gentry, 
C’86, who’s now associate dean of students at Middlebury College. 
Gentry followed in his mentor’s footsteps after graduation, return-
ing to Sewanee as an admissions counselor focused on minority 
recruitment. “Mr. B is a great source of advice. I have used his 
model as a reference guide in my own career trajectory. He definitely 
helped me gain my current position,” Gentry says.

At first, the Benjamins had no plans to stay in Sewanee perma-
nently — after all, the lack of diversity of the student body was true of 
the community as well. As he recruited potential students, however, 
Benjamin promised them he would stay until they graduated, in hopes 
of keeping them at Sewanee. Not only did his promise accomplish his 
student-retention goals, but it also kept the Benjamins firmly in place. 

In the process, Benjamin says, “I learned that it is a special privilege to 
work with young people at such a crucial time in their lives.” 

Over the years, Benjamin initiated several programs to help 
students of color adjust to Sewanee’s social and educational climate. 
The Freshman Achievement Program helps assimilate first-year 
students into the Sewanee family by pairing them with upper-
classmen “big brothers and sisters.” The Faculty Mentor Program 
extended the advising system already in place for all students, with 
a focus on students of color and their interaction with faculty and 
staff. The Bridge Program in Math and Science brings rising high 
school seniors who excel in math and science to campus for three 
weeks every summer, introducing them to Sewanee while sharpen-
ing their skills. Benjamin also gives credit to Dean of Students Rob 
Pearigen, C’76, and the Student Life team for “Sewanee’s success 
story with students of color.”

The challenge, as Benjamin says, is “finding ways for students 

to come together outside of class for meaningful, fun experiences.” 
This is a challenge he “takes seriously, and has handled deftly,” 
according to Cynthia Lyons, C’98, who served as an intern in 
Benjamin’s office. “Mr. B has not only met, he has exceeded the 
needs of Sewanee’s minority community,” she says.

The dedication of the Ayres Multicultural Center (formerly the 
Outside Inn) in 1988 was a turning point in Benjamin’s career. 
Now he had a place in which he could stage cultural and ethnic 
programs — from jazz bands to salsa dancing to poetry jams — all of 
which drew larger and larger majority crowds. Far from serving as a 
place where students of color keep to themselves, it is a place where 
diversity is embraced, probably more so than any other facility on 
campus outside of the dining hall and the Fowler Center.

During his time at Sewanee, Benjamin has seen many improve-
ments in racial diversity and climate. The number of minority 
students has grown from two when he arrived in 1981 to 103 in 
2005. The retention rate has moved from 60 percent to an as-
tounding 90 percent, higher than the University’s overall retention 
rate. Not only has the number of African American students 
increased, but also the number of Asian, Hispanic, and Middle 
Eastern students. Mirroring the American population, even greater 
numbers of students identify themselves as “multi-racial.”

But perhaps the best evidence of those changes is that Michael 
Benjamin, the son of the man who came here to raise a family, 
and stayed to raise a generation of students, is now enrolled in 
Sewanee’s Class of 2008. 

Joseph Riley Land, C’98, has a freelance writing business in Atlanta called Kitchen 
Sofa, Ink.

My peers treated me with dignity and respect.  

I met some of the finest human beings in my life as a Sewanee student. —Eric Benjamin
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a siberian Blessing
Immersed in a foreign culture and religion, 

a Sewanee graduate discovers an elusive beauty

By Brooke Swafford, C’03

THWACK! THE BONE SCEPTER with its clinking bells 
struck the right side of my back, knocking the breath out 
of me. Thwack! It rapped the left side, then delivered 

equally powerful wallops to the right and left sides of my chest. 
With my head bowed in a gesture of prayer, not daring to move or 
breathe, I cringed on the couch as I heard the instrument’s jingling 
and realized it was right above my head. I hope this is not going 
where I think it’s going, I thought to myself. Relief — nothing but 
a hand and murmured incantations fell upon me. Laying down 
her scepter, the shaman took a shot of vodka. To my surprise, she 
suddenly pulled down my blouse and spewed a shower of ice-cold 
alcohol onto my exposed skin. I sat there, stunned, as she moved 
on to the teenager seated at my right. The shock must have shown 
upon my face, because my host parents and the teenager’s mother, 
who were sitting further down the line, grinned and stifled giggles 
as the seer-healer chanted on. That December evening’s ritual in 
my new home was my first encounter with Buryat shamanism. It 
was definitely not to be my last in my seven months of teaching 
English in rural Siberia.

I had become interested in shamanism during the previous year, 
my senior year at Sewanee. In Professor John Hamer’s course, 
Native Peoples of North America, my favorite readings focused on 
ritual, ceremony, and religion. Having discovered shaman is a word 
borrowed from the Tungus, a Siberian ethnic group, I was excited 
by the connection between my Russian major and my newfound 
interest in the world’s oldest religion. 

I was even more excited when I learned a Siberian shaman would 
be visiting the Russian community in Atlanta that fall. Arriving at 
the Marriott in Marietta, Georgia, for the shamanic ceremony, my 

In Siberia, the Buryat people continue to practice ancient spiritual rites led by 
shamans such as the one pictured here in full ritual dress. 
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two friends and I were thrilled to hear Russian echoing in the foyer. 
As we took our seats in the conference hall, we realized we were the 
only non-Slavic attendees in an audience of 500 émigrés. 

Finally, the lights dimmed and the shaman made his dramatic 
entrance. His colorful costume flashed and tingled and his drum 
pulsated as he circled the hall, chanting all the while. But then, 
he assumed the air of a guest speaker. For about 15 minutes, he 
discussed metaphysical topics. Then, he proceeded to advertise 
his wares. Young Russian women poured into the hall’s many 
entrances, peddling his karmic goods — pendants and pictures of 
the shaman, videos, and amulets. They were all expensive, but he 
announced that they would bring great fortune, help one find a 
spouse, and ease ailments. As most of the audience began flagging 
down the girls, I couldn’t help feeling as if we were at a ballgame, with 
fans signaling vendors for peanuts and Cracker Jacks. The focus had 
shifted from the state of the soul to a New Age infomercial. This 
couldn’t be what shamanism is really about, I thought to myself. 

The following summer, after my graduation, I applied for a job 
teaching English through Siberian Intercultural Bridges, hop-
ing to satisfy my curiosity about eastern Russia and to experience 
“real” shamanism. The organization assigned me to a school in 
the Aginsk-Buryat Autonomous Okrug. The okrug is one of three 
provinces, analogous to American Indian reservations, set aside by 
the Soviet government for Buryats, a people descended from the 
ancient Mongolian line of Genghis Khan. Despite having practiced 
Buddhism since the 18th century, Buryats have kept their ancestors’ 
animistic religion alive. Here was my chance to observe shamanism 
firsthand, in its natural social-cultural context. 

And there I was, observing it, with bruises forming on my back 

and vodka dripping into my shirt. Nothing had ever felt less natural, 
though I tried my best to look nonchalant. I wasn’t fooling anyone, 
but everyone present seemed to appreciate my effort to fit in, not 
to mention the comic relief it brought, however briefly.

My host mother and a school cook had called the shaman because 
they both had questions regarding their futures and those of various 
family members. Since I had no specific concern, the shaman gave 
me her blessing, invoking the protection of spirits on my behalf. 
After asking for the names and birth years of all of my immediate 
family and the closest body of water to my hometown in Tennessee, 
she also wove them into a prayer, wishing them success, happiness, 
and health. From that point the actual ritual began. I later learned 
that by briefly absorbing the vodka into her body and spewing it 
upon my chest, the shaman had transferred a part of her strength 
and power to me. She concluded the ceremony by reading cards 
to address my hosts’ inquiries, and we processed outside under a 
quarter moon to throw specially prepared foods into bonfires as 
offerings, though not before each of us had partaken a morsel as 
a sort of sacrament.

For the Buryats, shamans serve as mediums, healers, seers, 
and priests. When people “lost their souls” after being terribly 
frightened, shamans journeyed into the spirit world to retrieve 
them. When a New Year began, shamans were invited by families 
to channel their ancestors’ spirits in order to seek the spirits’ help 
in major life decisions. Once my host mother fell ill, and she was 
cured by the village’s head shaman after he manipulated her aura 
and exorcised the hostile ancestor responsible. I even witnessed 
locals asking a visiting spirit about their car problems! 

The fluid definition of the shaman had puzzled me before my 

The village of Zutkulei in Siberia, Russia, near the northeastern border of Mongolia, still depends on sheep farming for its livelihood. 
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experiences in Siberia. Now, I understand that this elusiveness 
is its beauty, as it reflects an ever-changing, ever-contradictory 
world, full of shades of gray, defying blanket generalizations and 

dogmatic maxims. Shamanism helps its supplicants make sense 
of the inexplicable and unreasonable, and this spiritual function 
renders the shamanic role all the more valid as people struggle to 
find order in a sometimes incomprehensible world.

Though I did not become a follower of shamanism in Siberia, I 
came to admire its importance in Buryat culture. Buryats histori-
cally have had a deep connection to the land. Originally a nomadic 
people of the steppe, they once lived at the mercy of the elements, 
since the amount of rain affected the amount of grass, which in the 
long run, affected the amount of meat which they had to survive. 
Such a relationship continues today, as the local economy is depen-
dent upon sheep farming. Their connection to the environment 
is manifested in their religion through the common practice of 
acknowledging the nature spirit at the oboo, or cairn, constructed 
in reverence to the spirit who sponsors that area. To express their 
devotion, Buryats place vodka, candy, coins, matches, or holy blue 
cloth called hadag around the cairn, often a tree or shrub. When I 
visited a local mineral water resort, the resort’s other guests visited 
me as soon as I arrived and led me by the hand to leave gifts at the 
shrub on top of a nearby hill before I even moved to unpack. By 

doing this, they informed me, I would ensure a pleasurable stay, 
having satisfied the host spirit of that sacred place. 

Buryats also have strong kinship ties. The region in which I 
lived was often called “The Land without Or-
phans,” as extended families often live within 
a reasonable distance from each other and 
make great effort to support one another in 
every capacity. They are proud of their heri-
tage and lineage, keeping genealogical records 
with meticulous care. Accordingly, in many 
shamanic ceremonies, shamans act as medi-
ums between supplicants and their deceased 
relatives, which may include anyone from a 
recently deceased husband to an ancestor of 
several generations ago. Thus, shamanism 
links contemporaries with their predecessors, 
grounding them in their identity.

During my senior year at Sewanee, I had 
learned much about the folk healing tradi-
tion in Ukraine by helping Sarah Phillips, 
a visiting anthropology professor, with her 
documentary on the subject. Many peoples 
of the former Soviet Union have turned to 
traditional, alternative healing sources as the 
state system collapses and health care prices 
increase. It was quite a drive from my village, 
Zutkulei, to the nearest hospital, and the free 
clinic in the village had limited resources. 
While the practice of shamanism dates back 
to prehistoric times, the continued practice of 
shamanism in the modern world is certainly 

bolstered by such economic limitations.
Many people have asked me if I believe in shamanism, having 

experienced what I have during the last year. For me, this is not 
the important question. My goal was simply to look beyond my 
background and immerse myself within a foreign culture in hopes 
of better understanding cultural differences and similarities. 

Confronted in my youth by Christian fundamentalist dogma, I 
have found that religious differences can divide; but when we bridge 
such divisions, we testify to the single bond in which we keep faith: 
our common humanity. Sometimes deep in discussions of Chris-
tianity, Buddhism, and shamanism, my Siberian neighbor and I 
would find so much common ground that she would turn to me, 
smile excitedly, and exclaim, “In the end, God really is one! Don’t 
you think, Brooke?” I’d smile back, nodding in wonderment. In 
many ways, God is one because people are one. In today’s political 
climate, we must not forget such simple truths.  

Brooke Swafford, C’03, assistant coordinator of outreach at the University, will take 
students on an outreach trip to the Aginsk-Buryat Autonomous Okrug in Siberia, Russia, 
this summer. Her future plans include pursuing a Ph.D. in anthropology.

Brooke Swafford (center, white sweater) taught high school English for a year in a Siberian village whose 
residents are descendents of the Mongolian line of Genghis Khan. 
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B ECCA STEVENS can be tough to pin down. Wearing jeans 
and a fleece jacket, she gives me a quick tour of her Nash-
ville home. She answers cell phone calls from her two older 

sons, Levi and Caney, who are skateboarding at a local park. She 
offers me a glass of wine. Then she’s quoting her new favorite flick, 
Napoleon Dynamite, and prompting her youngest son, Moses, to say 
the next line. Yet without missing a beat, this Episcopal priest sits, 
scoops up her favorite pet (a dachshund named Pula), and begins 
sharing about her spiritual journey and her sense of calling.

“I think I’ve been longing for God my whole life,” says Stevens, 
who since 1995 has served as chaplain at Vanderbilt University’s St. 
Augustine’s Chapel. “Even after ordination, I was still longing. 

“Then I realized that the longing is the calling. Our own call-
ing out to God is what draws us back to being in communion with 
God again and again. That longing, that heart that yearns to be in 
communion with God, is what gives me the heart to be a pastor and 
a leader for communities of women.”

In 1996, Stevens added to her ministry by founding Magdalene, 
a residential rehabilitation and recovery program for women with 
a criminal history of addiction and prostitution. Its innovative 
approach has garnered much acclaim. Magdalene received a Frist 
Foundation Award in 1997, and Stevens was named Nashvillian of 
the Year by the Nashville Scene in 2000. In 2004, the Sewanee School 
of Theology, where she earned a Certificate of Anglican Studies in 
1991, awarded her its first DuBose Award for Service.

‘the blessing of sewanee’
Stevens’ Sewanee career contains many surprises, such as her ma-
jor: math. “I love math theory and studying systems,” she explains. 

called to community
Becca Stevens, C’85, T’91, serves as priest, poet, and prophet of hope

By Kelly Margaret Smith, C’00
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“Plus, I think math is one of the few universals, along with music 
and God.” Stevens says she shied away from organized religion 
during college, even though her father had been a priest (he died 
when Stevens was five and is buried in the University cemetery) and 
she later became a priest herself. Instead, she says, “I spent a lot 
of time in prayer outside.” Another surprising fact is her reign as 
1985 Homecoming Queen. Although beautiful and accomplished, 
Stevens doesn’t fit the stereotypical image — but then again, she’s 
not your stereotypical anything.

Stevens believes Sewanee helped her develop the many sides 
of herself. “The blessing of Sewanee is that you could be a math 
major and not be confined to the math department,” she says. “I 

could participate in theatre. I could be in protests with Dr. Spac-
carelli. I could meet with Dr. Gottfried and have discussions about 
reconciliation. I could hike with Dr. Potter and learn about God’s 
creation.” 

Yet Sewanee had its disappointing moments, too. “What I 
did not like about Sewanee was the split society of students,” she 
says. For her, Gailor dining hall typified this division as students 
sat strictly according to social affiliations. “There was this whole 
academic community where I could cross disciplines, but when I 
walked into Gailor, I had to choose: left side or right side. I didn’t 
like that students wanted to categorize each other. I did not want 
to be limited like that.”

Classmates remember her as well-rounded and passionate. 
John Shaw, C’85, who now serves as the board president at St. 
Augustine’s, says, “Becca seemed flawless. I was always struck by her 
idealism.” He recounts a protest she organized against a graduation 
speaker critical of the 1980s “slacker generation.” “I stayed up all 
night before graduation and made these pins that said ‘We can be 
heroes!’ in protest,” Stevens recalls.

Although she had considered becoming a priest in her high 
school years, during college Stevens set her sights on political activ-
ism. After graduation, she went to work for Bread for the World, 
a Washington D.C.-based Christian anti-hunger organization 
devoted to education and legislation. She enjoyed the work, but 

also came to realize politics wasn’t for her. Stevens left Bread for the 
World after a year and went to work for the Episcopal conference 
center Kanuga in North Carolina. 

the road home
The voices that call us can be God’s, others’, our own, or all of these 
at once. One small event from college stuck in Stevens’ mind — an 
encounter with William E. Sanders, then-bishop of Tennessee. 
“I had never told him of my thoughts of the priesthood,” she says, 
“and he whispered to me, so no one else could hear, ‘I look forward 
to your ordination one day.’”

Stevens knew the priesthood spoke to her in a way politics didn’t. 

“I loved community and wanted to serve people,” she says. “I wanted 
to baptize people, to marry and bury people.”

George L. Reynolds, who succeeded Sanders as bishop of Ten-
nessee, urged Stevens to return to Nashville, her hometown, where 
she enrolled in Vanderbilt Divinity School. During her first week of 
school, at a Martin Luther King Jr. festival, she met Marcus Hum-
mon, whom she married a year later. A budding songwriter then, 
Marcus now enjoys one of the most successful careers in Nashville, 
with songs cut by the Dixie Chicks, Sara Evans, Wynonna Judd, 
Rascal Flatts, and many others. 

During seminary, Stevens worked with many Nashvillians who 
were committed to the poor and the homeless. She loved what they 
did, but she also had her own ideas, such as focusing on women 
in smaller groups. She visited jails and met prostitutes and drug 
addicts. Many had been in and out of jail literally 100 times, and 
rehab wasn’t working for any of them. “I thought, ‘What if we do 
it differently? What if we provide a sanctuary for them?’” she says. 
“The most beautiful thing a church can provide is sanctuary from 
this world.”

Less than a decade old, Magdalene added its fourth residence 

I’m not a visionary. 

What I am is open to whatever’s 

coming around the bend. 

— Becca Stevens

On the front porch of the newest Magdalene residence stand founder Becca Stevens; 
volunteer Bonnie Smith, C’97; administrators Calishian Seabrooks and Donna 
Grayer; and Corey Stielow, a student intern.
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last fall, with space for eight women. Spacious and open, with 
simple architectural lines and plenty of windows, the house feels 
like a sanctuary. 

The Benedictines serve as the model for Magdalene. “Everyone 
shares and there’s no authority figure,” Stevens explains. “These 
women need time to figure out how they should live.” Small bed-
rooms provide a degree of privacy, but the focus is on communal 
life. The women cook, clean, and eat together, and they also have 
time to read, study, and pray about their spiritual journeys. “The 
women don’t have to be of a particular faith,” says Stevens, “but 
they have to be on a spiritual journey.”

Nearly all Magdalene women experienced sexual abuse at ex-

tremely early ages. “They say prostitution is the oldest profession, 
but sexual abuse is one generation older,” says Stevens, adding that 
one in every four women experiences sexual abuse. “This reality 
connects women all over, and all women can relate,” she says. “The 
lines that separate us are infinitely small.”

More than 80 percent of Magdalene women have continued 
in recovery. To help support and spread the Magdalene mission, 
Stevens started Thistle Farms, a cottage industry that operates out of 
St. Augustine’s. Magdalene graduates and volunteers make products 
such as candles, bath salts, and lip balms. Each product includes a 
personal story from one of the women. “The Thistle Farms concept 
is to make bath and beauty products and somehow be healed by the 
process of making them,” Stevens explains. “The buyers are healed 
as well, by the product and by learning about these women.”

Calling all People
Stevens believes in involving the whole community in this mission. 
“I love the idea that together we’re better than we are separate,” she 
says. Women working with Thistle Farms go out and tell their stories, 
booking about 150 engagements a year. St. Augustine’s parishioners, 

including some fellow 
Sewanee alums, often 
volunteer at Magda-
lene. Bonnie Smith, 
C’97 (and my sister), 
works with Magdalene on literacy training. An 
English instructor at nearby Belmont University, she involves 
her students as well. Last summer, they led Magdalene women in a 
book group as part of a service-learning project. “Often,” Smith says, 
“my students and I learned as much, if not more, than the women.”

“Becca brings out the best in everyone,” says John Shaw. “She 
inspires people to do things they might not realize they can do. She 

makes things seem possible.” Inspiring others and breaking down 
barriers is Stevens’ ultimate mission. “My goal is to tear down the 
myths that we operate under. It’s not to support some subculture 
of women,” she says. “Part of our mission is to educate people, to 
eliminate our fears and our separateness.”

As much as Stevens craves community, she also needs time for 
herself. “Action rises from our prayer, and from being silent,” 
she says. Over the years, she’s spent her meditation time putting 
on paper impressions and stories of her spiritual journey. Stevens 
included many of those writings in a collection entitled Sanctuary, 
to be published by Abington Press later this year. 

Writing has helped Stevens herself understand her spiritual jour-
ney. “A lot of times, in my world, people think I have ‘vision.’ I don’t. I 
really don’t,” she insists. “The clear vision is hindsight, not foresight. I 
don’t know what’s happening when it’s happening. I’m not a visionary. 
What I am is open to whatever’s coming around the bend.”

Kelly Smith, C’00, has written for Southern Living, Southern Accents, 
Coastal Living, and Cottage Living magazines. She lives in Birmingham, 
Alabama. For more information about Thistle Farms, visit <www.thistlefarms.org>.

Thistle Farms products (above) spread healing by including stories from Magdalene 
women (top right). 

Magdalene graduates and volunteers make Thistle Farms products by hand. 
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O N APRIL 16, the University of the South formally 
launched the most ambitious fund-raising campaign 
in the school’s history. Just before the campaign’s of-

ficial kickoff, Sewanee magazine met with Joel Cunningham, the 
University’s 15th vice chancellor, to talk about the institution’s 
plans and aspirations.

during the past year, a lot has happened on the mountain. the 
College of arts and sciences and the school of theology have new 
deans, and sewanee’s trustees and regents approved an ambitious 
strategic plan. Work is moving along to convert gailor hall into 
a center for language and literature, a new studio art building is 
rising from the ground, and a new equestrian center is complete. 
With all of this activity, and the launch of the $180 million cam-
paign, the sewanee Call, there seems to be a feeling of optimism 
on the mountain about the university’s future.

I think things are going very well, but with all of this activity we 
have to remember that the most important thing is what happens 
in classrooms and in faculty offices and in conversations between 
students and faculty members. So, when we take pride, as we rightly 
do, in the facilities, the endowment, and additional resources to 
support the University, we need to remember that the chief reason 
those things are valuable is that they contribute to the success of this 
enterprise. The quality of learning at Sewanee is among the best in 
the world. This is aided by a great many features of the University, 
but at the center is the care and devotion of faculty, and the ability 
and effort of the students, working together in a focused way that 
yields a simply outstanding educational experience.

Bringing out  
the Best in People
Vice Chancellor Joel Cunningham  

talks about The Sewanee Call campaign
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 as you look toward the completion of the campaign, do you see 
any challenges that might keep us from our goal?

I don’t believe anything will keep us from our goal, but there 
are challenges. Some involve money. We’re not able to compensate 
faculty and staff as well as the outstanding quality that they bring to 
this institution would warrant. So, we want to continue to work on 
that need. Another challenge is to help our students, particularly 
undergraduates, balance the demands in their lives and take care 
of themselves. For example, we have to work 
to be sure that students don’t end up being 
injured by alcohol either in the short term 
or the long term. That’s a challenge we and 
many other institutions face. But the biggest 
challenge that we have is to continue renew-
ing the spirit and energy of this academic 
community.  

Why was the decision made that this was the 
right time to launch a new campaign?

It’s interesting. When we first began to 
think about this, we were at a time of con-
siderable financial pressure in the country. 
The stock market was falling, the University’s 
endowment was falling, we had some very 
tight budget years, and some said that it was 
not a good time to explore major fund- 
raising. But, we thought through the needs and opportunities of 
the University, and we made some examinations of the loyalty and 
devotion of the Sewanee alumni and friends, and we concluded 
that we really should push ahead. Happily, the results have been 
encouraging thus far, and that is mostly attributable to the love 
and generosity that so many of the Sewanee family have for the 
University.

What is the role that you have played during the early stages of 
this effort?

I feel blessed to be able to talk with many members of the Sewanee 
family about ways in which they might make major investments in 
the University’s future. They’re wonderful people, gracious people, 
and they are consistently eager to make a positive difference. So, 
it is my role, and that of volunteers and development staff who are 
involved in this effort, to help people think through what they want 
to do and to show them how they can make a difference.

What are the key priorities, as you see them, for this campaign?
We need to be especially committed to building the University’s 

endowment, but we also need to invest substantially in building 
projects, particularly on the academic side. These include proj-
ects like Gailor Hall, which will be a new center for languages and 
literature. Snowden Hall will become a better academic center for 

forestry, geology, and environmental studies, and Woods Lab will 
be a better, updated hall for teaching and learning in the sciences. 
The new Nabit Art Building will better serve painting and sculpture, 
and Humphreys Hall is a spectacular new residence hall. These and 
several others are all important projects, but an even bigger goal is 
to add endowment to have ongoing income for scholarships, faculty 
initiatives, student-faculty research, internships, and many other 
areas. We have endowment now totaling about $250 million. But, 

to compare as we ought to with other strong 
competitor institutions, we need to see that 
move up in the next six or seven years to 
more than $400 million. A part of that can 
be achieved, we hope, through investment 
results, but a good portion of it needs to be 
from added gifts to the endowment.

When this campaign is concluded, what will 
the university look like?

Sewanee will still be Sewanee. It will still 
be the institution where devoted faculty teach 
outstanding students, and still the institution 
that serves the broad whole of the Episcopal 
Church with faithfulness and excellence. 
But, it will also have additional resources, 
improved facilities, and greater support for 
student scholarships that will allow us to at-

tract more able and successful students. So, what will be sustained, 
nourished, and strengthened is more important than what will be 
entirely new.

this campaign is “the sewanee Call.” Can you talk about what 
that means to you, personally?

One is blessed in life, if what one does is what one is called to do. 
Few places in the world compare to Sewanee and the opportunities 
to serve and to make a difference that it presents. I enjoy the op-
portunity to teach and to know students and be involved in their 
lives, and to be inspired by them. It’s especially rewarding to know 
and work with outstanding faculty in a wide variety of disciplines. 
And it’s a particular joy for me to know and work with alumni and 
friends, who want the institution to thrive and who love it. So, I 
look forward to working on this campaign as it becomes a broader 
fund-raising effort within the Sewanee family.

you feel pretty strongly about this place.
I’ve been familiar with Sewanee for all but the first few years 

of my life, and I’ve always had a warm spot in my heart for it. I’ve 
always felt that it is a place of very special character, that it has the 
ability to engage one quite deeply. I don’t think many places in the 
world have more ability to inspire, nurture, and bring out the best 
in people, and I’m happy to be a part of it.
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THE WIND WHISTLING through the windows at the 
sculpture studio in the old dairy barn. 

A short story by Andrew Lytle, read in a high school 
English class. 

Extraordinary dinners and sparkling conversation at a profes-
sor’s home.

The dramatic energy of students and faculty working on a new 
play in the Tennessee Williams Center. 

A roomful of Sewanee friends. 

These are just a few of the experiences and memories that have called 
and continue to call to Sewanee alumni and friends to support the 
University of the South in many ways. 

Sewanee Call campaign co-chair Dave Beecken, C’68, for in-
stance, transferred to Sewanee seeking a more intensive academic 
preparation for graduate school. Not only did his professors pro-
vide a solid academic foundation — he went on to earn graduate 
degrees from the University of Chicago and the London School 
of Economics — but also unforgettable relationships beyond the 
classroom, especially dinners at the home of Jacqueline and Art 
Schaefer, professors of French and economics. Years later, he 
honored that relationship by establishing a merit scholarship fund 
in the Schaefers’ name. 

Every generation of alumni has its favorite professors. For 
Caldwell Marks, C’42, the list includes Gaston Bruton, General 
James Jervey, Abbo Martin, Tudor Long, and Edward McCrady. 
“All of them were very interesting lecturers,” says Marks. “They 
came to class well prepared, and they very sympathetically listened 
to the views of their students. They were great mentors and role 

call and Response
What motivates alumni and other friends of Sewanee to give? 
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models.” By giving to the endowment for faculty, Marks is ensuring 
that future students will continue to enjoy that quality of faculty. 

Nora Frances Stone McRae, C’77, wanted to pass along the 
Sewanee experience to future students as well, leading her and her 
husband, Vaughan, to establish a scholarship fund for students 
from her home state of Mississippi. “I truly feel the education I 
received at Sewanee was one of the more glorious things I was ever 
given,” she says. “It breaks my heart to think that students who 
want to come to Sewanee, who would be such assets to Sewanee, 
cannot come here sometimes. I hear them calling me and saying, 
‘I want to follow my heart and go to Sewanee.’ And I want to make 
that possible.”

Linda Wickham, a communicant at the Cathedral of St. Philip 
in Atlanta, was similarly touched when her cousin, George Home, 
T’63, decided to quit his business career and become a priest, 
attending seminary at Sewanee. “It was such an enlightenment 
for the family,” Wickham says. “From there, it just blossomed.” 
She established an endowed scholarship for Sewanee seminarians 
and stays involved by serving on the School of Theology visiting 
committee. 

Sometimes Sewanee experiences can lead to powerful synergies. 
Dan Rather, C’85, actually lived in the old dairy barn, which had 
been converted to an art studio, in the early ’90s while he served 
as volunteer assistant for the sculpture program. 

“I realized being out there, living out there, that the dairy is a 
very isolated place,” he says. “A lot of students were scared to go 
out there and work by themselves. In the winter, it’s like you’re in 
a ship, with the wind blowing through the windows.” 

He started contributing to a fund for the sculpture program 
— one of several Sewanee programs, including the fire depart-
ment and the equestrian center, that he has supported. Along the 
way, the simple sculpture studio he envisioned has turned into a 
larger cause — a beautiful new building to accommodate all of the 
studio arts. 

Avid art collectors Chuck, C’77, and Mary Kay Nabit have had 
a large part in making the new art building a reality. “What really 
motivated me to consider the art building was the experience of 
going through the new Tennessee Williams Center and seeing how 
the theatre department has blossomed,” he says. “The opportu-
nity to create for the art department a new space within which to 
create art and to challenge their students was to me a wonderful 
opportunity.” 

Many campaign supporters enjoy having the opportunity to 
shape Sewanee’s future by continuing its valued traditions and 
pushing them in new directions. 

For instance, Claude, C’73, and Kate Nielsen are supporting 
the renovation of Johnson Hall because of the valuable experiences 
that Claude and their children — Beeland, C’04, and Katherine, 
C’05 — have had living in residence halls. “People naturally gravi-
tate to people like themselves,” Claude says. “But in a residential 
community, when you’re drawing lots for rooms in dormitories, 

you are interspersed with great diversity. I have friends from this 
experience who cover the full spectrum of anything and everything 
you could possibly imagine. … It’s really such an important part 
of this education.”

Pete Hendricks, a Washington and Lee alum and father of Nat 
Hendricks, C’05, saw a way he could build on Sewanee’s tradition of 
student support. “I think Sewanee is academically very challenging, 
but it’s also the sort of place where a professor puts his arm around 
you and says, ‘I’ll help you through this field.’ It’s a very nurturing 
academic environment,” he says. Yet he knew that some highly 
intelligent young people have special needs, and he started making 
annual contributions to a fund to help students with learning dis-
abilities. Adding another generation of involvement, his parents, 
Lee and Van Hendricks, have contributed also.

Others are convinced to answer Sewanee’s call by the Univer-
sity’s current leadership. “Vice Chancellor Cunningham asked 
us to support the new residence hall [which became Humphreys 
Hall],” recalls David Humphreys, C’79. “At first I wasn’t all that 
supportive of it. But when he explained how that was the founda-
tion for increasing the enrollment and basically improving the 
financial position of the University, that caught my eye. I finally 
decided that it was a good thing to have more Sewanee students 
in the world.”

Scott Probasco, C’77, whose interest in attending Sewanee 
was sparked when he read an Andrew Lytle story in high school, 
supports Humphreys’ view. “I think Joel Cunningham is another 
great vice chancellor building on the successes of the past. He has 
the gift of inspiring people and giving them great confidence in 
the University,” he says. 

Lorri Oscher McClain and Forrest McClain, both C’86, point 
out the urgency of Sewanee’s need for support. “Sewanee needs 
our help,” Lorri says. “When Tommy [Bonner, vice president 
for university relations] and Susan [Askew, C’86, then-associate 
director of annual giving] first came to talk to us, I was shocked. 
I always had this perception that Sewanee had more money than 
they knew what to do with. And I don’t know why — I just always 
thought that.”

For McClain, the opportunity to share this need with her 
Sewanee friends by hosting a meeting in her home was a memorable 
experience. “It struck me when I looked around the room that these 
are some of the best friends of my life. These are the people I do 
things with, and these are the people I’m interested in knowing, 
from Sewanee. It was such a special place. If it weren’t for Sewanee, 
my life would be completely different.”

Campaign co-chair Bill Stamler, C’56, emphasizes not only 
Sewanee’s need but also his faith in Sewanee’s quality. (Bill and Ellen 
Stamler’s gift is helping to transform Gailor dining hall into the 
Stamler Center for Letters.) “I’ve found that at Sewanee it’s done 
right, whether it’s teaching, whether it’s constructing a building, or 
whatever it is. It’s like the cheer, ‘Yea, Sewanee’s right!’ At Sewanee 
they do it right. It still goes on.” 
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even in the most humanistic of fields at 
Sewanee is about formation of character 
and of the human being.”

Relationships are at the heart of this 
endeavor, argued Virginia Craighill, 
C’82, visiting assistant professor of Eng-
lish. “I think we’re trained to believe that 
what we teach [students] will form their 
characters, but in some ways it’s how we 
teach them. And you hope that the mate-
rial gets through, but the material comes 
through our voices. … So the vocation is 
a humanistic vocation, because it’s about 
relationships with these students and 
with the material. We have that kind of 
triangular engagement: the student, the 
material, and ourselves.”

Not only do professors have a role in 
forming their students’ characters, but 
the students shape faculty members as 
well. “Depending on how we respond to 
certain situations, it’s a character-build-
ing decision,” said Craighill. 

Such encounters can be wrenching 
when they involve discipline issues such as 

late papers or even plagiarism. “The fact 
that you would be offended by a plagiarism 
case tells you what you’re ordinarily getting 
out of the job,” said Christopher Mc-
Donough, assistant professor of classics.

On the other hand, to the professors’ 
delight, these mutual influences incor-
porate the material being taught as well. 
McDonough recalled a moment in his 
Caesar class when he made a statement 
about a text and a student immediately 
challenged him. 

“It was wonderful to realize that I was 
off my game on that particular point 
— not off my game, I was wrong — and have 
somebody point it out in the very terms 
that I had taught them.” 

John Bordley, professor of chemistry, 
added another facet to the conversation. 
“Vocation to me implies a life-long pro-
cess, not just when we were at school, and 
not only that we learn things from our 
students, but also that we learn things 
from our colleagues.” Bordley also noted 
that he takes classes in the college and 
participates in the University Orchestra 
to get to know the students’ perspective 
on a different level. 

Kelly Malone, assistant professor of 
English, agreed. She is taking political 
philosophy this spring not only because 
she would find it useful as she teaches 
in the humanities program, but also 
because, as she put it, “you just become 
so specialized when you get a Ph.D., and 
there are these other areas of vast igno-
rance that lie fallow. They need plowing 
every now and then.”

Most of all, these professors are driven 
by a rare idealism: to become better 
human beings, to seek for beauty and 
truth, to open a student’s mind to a new 
viewpoint. 

“I remember a lot of moments when 
I thought, ‘I did teach them something,’ 
or ‘They have taught me something,’” said 
John Willis, professor of history. “I think 
we could all get more material rewards do-
ing other things, but it’s these immaterial 
rewards that keep us at it.” 

— Laura Barlament

The 
heart 
of the 
Matter
Sewanee faculty reflect on 

the calling to teach

“There’s a marvelous scene in an Iranian 
film, The Color of Paradise. A blind boy who 
has just learned to read Braille is standing 
in a wheat field, fingering the grains. He’s 
reading them as though they’re Braille 
dots. He has entered into something 
larger than himself. That’s what teaching 
is all about. If I can help my students to 
connect to something larger, then I’ve 
done my job. And I can’t think of any 
better job to do.” — Gayle McKeen, assistant 
professor of political science

Teaching: It’s the heart of this University 
— so obvious an activity that it’s rarely ex-
amined. Last summer, however, a dozen 
faculty members sat down to do just that, 
in a seminar funded by the Lilly Theo-
logical Exploration of Values program at 
Sewanee. 

For all of those faculty members, teach-
ing is a calling rooted deep within the self. 

“For me as an Episcopal priest,” said 
Bill Carroll, junior fellow in the School 
of Theology, “I feel that what goes on 



In the news

The New York Times Sunday Magazine’s fourth 
annual Year in Ideas issue — published 
December 12, 2004, and billed as “a mini-
encyclopedia of the most noteworthy ideas 
of the previous 12 months” — included 
research by John-Charles bradbury, as-
sistant professor of economics, and doug 
drinen, assistant professor of mathematics 
and computer science. In a write-up en-
titled “Designated Hitter as Moral Hazard, 
The,” Daniel H. Pink wrote: “Baseball 
purists have long argued that the designated 
hitter is a moral outrage. Now an economist 
and a mathematician have found that the 
D.H. is also a moral hazard. In econom-
ics, ‘moral hazard’ is the term for the idea 

that someone insured against risk is more 
likely to engage in risky behavior. Just as 
a homeowner who has fire insurance is 
more likely to risk smoking in bed, these 
scholars argue, so, too, a pitcher who has 
a designated hitter batting in his stead is 
more likely to risk plunking an opposing 
player.” In the same issue of the New York 
Times Sunday Magazine, Jack hitt, C’79, wrote 
an entry on “Neo-Secessionism.” “These 
days, in the wake of George W. Bush’s re-
election, talk of secession is once again 
whipping through the New England states,” 
he commented.

Woody register, C’80, associate pro-
fessor of history, was quoted in the Denver 
Post on December 2, 2004, in an article 
entitled “Impulse buying: We can never 

get enough of what we don’t need”: “‘We 
live in a postindustrial society. What else 
is there for men and women to do but to 
make money in order to spend it?’ says 
Woody Register, a history professor at 
Sewanee University [sic] in Tennessee who 
specializes in consumer culture. ‘This is a 
historical change that has been going on 
for more than a century, but there is little 
possibility of imagining any other way life 
could be.’” In the November/December 
2004 issue of American Heritage magazine, 
Register’s book The Kid of Coney Island: Fred 
Thompson and the Rise of American Amusements 
(Oxford, 2001) was named one of the best 
books ever about the American experience, 
as selected by 21 leading historians, writers, 
and critics. 

religion in the Contemporary south: Changes, 
Continuities, and Contexts. Edited by Corrie E. Norman, 
formerly of Sewanee’s Department of Religion, and don s. 
armentrout, Charles T. Quintard Professor of Dogmatic 
Theology. University of Tennessee Press, 2005.

Place in american fiction: excursions and explorations. 
Edited by george Core, editor of the Sewanee Review, and H.L. 
Weatherby, this book includes an essay by robert benson, 
professor of English. University of Missouri Press, 2004.

organ music of Camille saint-saëns. 
robbe delcamp, professor of music and 
University organist, recorded this CD on 
the Stahlhuth/Jann organ of St. Martin’s 
Church in Dudelange, Luxembourg. 
Naxos, 2005. 

before scopes: evangelicalism, 
education, and evolution in tennessee, 
1870-1925. Charles israel, assistant 
professor of history, looks at the origins 
of today’s antievolution debates by 
investigating why the 1925 Tennessee v. John 
Scopes case — the Scopes Monkey Trial 
— took place where, and when, it did. 
University of Georgia Press, 2004. 

recuerdos de viaje a los estados unidos de la américa del 
norte (1857-1861) and la huella republicana liberal en 

el Perú: manuel Pardo: escritos fundamentals. Carmen 
mcevoy, associate professor of history, edited and introduced 
these two compilations of primary sources. Fondo Editorial, 
2003 and 2004. McEvoy is also editor of la experiencia 
burguesa en el Peru, 1840-1940. Iberoamericana, 2004. 

san antonio de béxar y el hispanismo. maría-Jesús m. 
natal, professor of Spanish, is editor of this collection of 
articles on history, politics, arts, language, literature, and 
medicine related to the Hispanic presence in the United States. 
ALDEEU, 2004. 

texts and Concordances of the Libro de buen amor. eric W. 
naylor, William R. Kenan Jr. professor emeritus of Spanish, 
is co-editor with Steven K. Kirby of these texts by Juan Ruiz, 
also available on CD-ROM. Hispanic Seminary of Medieval 
Studies, 2004.

fighting the good fight: the story of 
dexter avenue baptist Church, 1865-
1977. By houston roberson, associate 
professor of history. Routledge Press, 
Spring 2005. 

german Culture through film. reinhard 
Zachau, professor of German, wrote this 
teaching resource, which includes a textbook 
and workbook in English, with Robert Reimer of the University 
of North Carolina and Margit Sinka of Clemson University. 
Focus Publishing, 2005. 

new Books and CDs 
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faculty

Faculty news

Articles

James davidheiser (German): “Social 
and Cultural Integration in Germany,” Die 
Unterrichtspraxis, Spring 2004. Davidheiser’s 
co-author is gregory Wolf, C’89, as-
sistant professor of German at St. Louis 
University. 

elwood dunn (Political Science): Fore-
word to Africa: A Dream Deferred by John Gay, 
New World African Press, 2004; “Liberia” 
in Encyclopedia of Genocide and Crimes against Hu-
manity, Macmillan Reference, 2005.

roger levine (History): “‘African War-
fare in All Its Ferocity’: Changing Military 
Landscapes and Precolonial and Colonial 
Conflict in Southern Africa,” in Natural 
Enemy, Natural Ally: Toward an Environmental History 
of War, Oregon State Press, 2004.

Christopher mcdonough (Classical 
Languages): “The Pricing of Sacrificial 
Meat: Eidolothuton, the Ara Maxima, and 
Useful Misinformation from Servius,” in 
Augusto Augurio: Festschrift for Jerzy Linderski, Franz 
Steiner Verlag, 2004; and “The Christian 
in the Ancient Meat Market: Neglected Evi-
dence for the Pricing of Idol Meat,” Sewanee 
Theological Review 47 (2004).

deborah mcgrath (Biology), Jon 
evans (Biology), Ken smith (Forestry), 
david haskell (Biology), robin gottfried 
(Economics), Charles brockett (Political 
Science), matt lane (Landscape Analysis 
Lab Research Associate), and doug Wil-
liams (Economics): “Mapping Land-Use 
Change and Monitoring the Impacts of 
Hardwood-to-Pine Conversion on the 
Southern Cumberland Plateau,” Earth  
Interactions, July 2004. 

Pamela macfie (English): “All Ovids 
Elegies, the Amores, and the Allusive Close of 
Marlowe’s Hero and Leander,” Renaissance Papers, 
2003. Macfie also taped a lecture, “Gardens 
of Love and Death in Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet,” for The Teaching Company.

donna murdock (Anthropology): 
“Of Heroines and Victims: Women and 
Economic Development in Medellín, 
Colombia,” Southern Anthropologist, Spring 
2004.

elizabeth outka (English): “Buy-
ing Time: Howards End and Commodified 
Nostalgia,” Novel: A Forum on Fiction, Summer 
2003.

brown Patterson, C’52, (History): 
“James VI and I and the King James Ver-
sion,” Sewanee Review, July–September 2004; 
and “William Perkins Versus William Bish-
op on the Role of Mary as Mediator,” in The 
Church and Mary, Boydell Press, 2004. 

W. m. Priestley, C’62, (Mathemat-
ics): “Plato and Analysis,” The Mathematical 
Intelligencer, Volume 27, Number 1, 2005. 
Priestley notes: “‘Plato and Analysis’ is dedi-
cated to the memory of Hugh Caldwell, who 
taught at Sewanee for many years. Its thesis 
is that Plato anticipated to a great degree a 

certain so-called ‘abstract’ and ‘esoteric’ no-
tion associated with our modern conception 
of real numbers, developed by Richard De-
dekind in the 19th century. Hugh Caldwell 
introduced me to both Plato and Dedekind 
in his philosophy courses when I was a col-
lege student years ago.”

Ken smith (Forestry): “The Response 
of Fine Roots to Fertilized Ingrowth Cores 
in Burned and Harvested Black Spruce 
Ecosystems,” Communications in Soil Science and 
Plant Analysis, February 2005. 

scott torreano (Forestry): “Integrating 
Root Response to Soil Physical Conditions 
into Prediction of Pine Seedling Growth 
Response to Site Preparation Tillage,” Forest 
Ecology and Management, 2005; and “Forests 
and Soil Development,” in The Encyclopedia of 
Forest Sciences, Elsevier, 2004.

Awards

Charles israel (History) was selected to 
participate in the Lilly Foundation’s Young 
Scholars in American Religion program, 
which brings together a cohort of 12 
promising scholars to discuss scholarship, 
pedagogy, and the changing shape of the 
field during four meetings over a two-year 
period. 

major mcCollough (Anthropology) 
won a TVA Environmental Excellence 
Award for his work to preserve and protect 
culturally and historically significant natu-
ral resources in the Tennessee Valley. His 
efforts to preserve Moccasin Bend on the 
Tennessee River, which was designated as a 
National Park in November 2002, and Wil-
liams Island State Archaeological Park in the 
Tennessee River, resulted in the preserva-
tion of 1,500 acres of new public park land 
within the Chattanooga city limits. 

Grants

Karen Kuers (Forestry) is part of a team 
of faculty from six Appalachian colleges 
awarded a $180,000 Course, Curricu-
lum, and Laboratory Improvement Grant 
from the National Science Foundation and 
$20,000 from the Appalachian College 
Association to continue their work to cre-

Geology major Elspeth Steinhauer, C’05, and 
Martin Knoll, associate professor of geology, 
presented their work, “Attenuation of a Hydro-
carbon Contaminant Plume on the Cumberland 
Plateau of Tennessee” at the Geological Society of 
America meeting in Denver, Colorado, in November 
2004. 
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ate an environmental curriculum based on 
the study of small watersheds. Visit <www.
sewanee.edu/Forestry_Geology/watershed_
web/index3.html> for more information. 

major mcCollough (Anthropology) 
and Kirsten slaughter, C’05, received a 
University of Missouri Reactor Center/Na-
tional Science Foundation project grant for 
research on the composition of prehistoric 
pottery and the settlement patterns and re-
lationships of prehistoric Native American 
groups on the Sewanee campus and sur-
rounding areas of Tennessee.

Carmen mcevoy (History) and col-
leagues at Ferrum, Brevard, and Emory and 
Henry Colleges received a grant from the 
Appalachian College Association to run a 
summer seminar entitled “A Pacific Ocean 
to Brazil Transect: Environmental, Eco-
nomic, and Political Issues at Subtropical 
Latitudes in South America.”

mae Wallace (Anthropology and Edu-
cation) received funding from the duPont 
Foundation to create the Sewanee Rural 
Teacher Development Network, a learning 
community connecting teachers in four 
counties that often provide field education 
opportunities for Sewanee students: Moore, 
Franklin, Grundy, and Marion. The net-
work will help teachers organize learning 
communities and create new in-service 
professional development programs. 

Professional Leadership

bethany lohr (University Counseling 
Service) is president elect for the Tennes-
see Psychological Association for 2005. 
She will attend the American Psychological 
Association’s State Leadership Conference 
in Washington, D.C., March 5-8, which 
includes lobbying for health care and other 
psychological issues.

Celeste ray (Anthropology) is editor of 
the journal Southern Anthropologist.

visit <www.sewanee.edu/magazine/> for 
more faculty news and a follow-up to the 
2004 annual report story on student sci-
ence research. 

adventures in Scholarship

Last summer, harold goldberg, professor of history, 
and dan backlund, professor of theatre arts, went on 
travels to enrich their scholarship and teaching. Gold-
berg first journeyed to France for the 60th anniversary 
commemoration of the D-Day landings of June 1944. When he returned from that 
moving and memorable visit, he and Backlund traveled together to Saipan, part of the 
Northern Mariana Islands in the Pacific. Goldberg is writing a book about the Battle 
of Saipan in June 1944, and Backlund is drawing original maps for this book. Their 
visit coincided with the 60th anniversary commemoration of that World War II battle, 
allowing them to interview numerous veterans. In addition, they were able to spend 
significant time in the woods and jungles of Saipan, exploring battle sites, caves, and 
pillboxes. As a result, Harold’s narrative benefited and Dan’s visualization of the terrain 
increased. They then traveled in Japan. Goldberg teaches History of Japan and Backlund 
teaches Asian Theatre. By visiting Buddhist temples, Shinto shrines, Tokugawa castles, 
and numerous historical sites, and attending many theatre performances, including 
Bunraku, Kyogin, Noh, Kabuki, and others, both plan to enrich their courses with 
additional historical background and discussion of the Japanese arts. 

Quotable

“Perhaps never since the imperial aspira-
tions of Napoleon supernovaed at Waterloo 
in 1815 has the figure of Alexander the Great 
seemed so relevant in the modern West. The 
United States finds itself embroiled in the 
internal affairs of the Middle East, top-
pling tyrannies and thugdoms, importing 
Western notions of governance to places 
where to many we are the infidel — and 
Alexander is often deployed as either an 
example or a counterexample, a model for 
what we should do or a model for what we 
shouldn’t.” 

— Christopher m. mcdonough and Jon 
s. bruss, assistant professors of classical lan-
guages, on Paul Cartledge’s Alexander the Great 
(Overlook Press, 2004) and Oliver Stone’s 
2004 film Alexander, in “Alexander Redux: 
Reading the Conqueror’s Life, Again,” The 
Weekly Standard, December 20, 2004

Sewanee Diplomacy

barclay Ward (Political Science), who works 
for the U.S. Department of State on nuclear 
non-proliferation, reports: “In December 
2003, I attended a Wilton Park meeting 
about nuclear non-proliferation. Wilton 

Park is an executive agency of the British 
Foreign Office, which holds its week-long 
conferences at an Elizabethan manor home 
on the edge of the Sussex Downs. On the 
basis of conference discussions, I outlined 
several issues that appeared to be the most 
contentious for the Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty: for example, Iran, North 
Korea, South Asia (India and Pakistan), 
control of sensitive exports, fulfillment of 
the nuclear disarmament commitment, 
dealing with treaty noncompliance, and a 
few others. This past fall, I taught a research 
seminar in which the students wrote about 
these or other, related topics. In December 
2004, I again attended the Wilton Park 
conference, focused on the upcoming 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty review 
conference that will be held this coming May 
at the United Nations. I took the students’ 
papers along with me and discussed them 
with various participants, most of whom 
are diplomats or from foreign or defense 
ministries. Indeed, these were the topics 
that received the most attention at this year’s 
conference. The conference allows a lot of 
face-to-face conversation, and it was in 
these informal moments that I conveyed the 
thinking of my students. I also left behind a 
set of their papers.” 
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‘where 
are You?’
In obscure echoes and clear commands, 

God’s voice still sounds 

By William S. Stafford

“Call” is a word that has echoes. One of my 
earliest memories is of my mother calling 
me, and me not answering. I was only three 
or four years old; it was twilight in a tough 
town on New York City’s fringes; I was hid-
ing in the privet hedge. Again and again she 
called my name. I sat in the earth under the 
leaves, did not answer, would not come. 

For me now, that memory is an echo 
of a call I later read in the primal stories 
of Genesis. “They heard the sound of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden. But the 
Lord God called to the man, and said to 
him, ‘Where are you?’” (Genesis 3:8–9) 

God’s voice, calling dear distanced chil-
dren, still sounds. Cultures may resonate 
to that call, distort it, silence it, but it con-
tinues, the primal voice calling humanity, 
every people, each human: “Where are 
you?” That call now takes many forms. 

Many echoes may not be recognized as 
God’s, at least at first. The human race 
hears selectively, feeling at home in its hid-
ing places and not wanting to hear a call to 
come away. 

If an echo of God’s voice is heard, it 
may sound entirely strange, a dissonance, 
something that is hard to understand be-
cause it does not fit. But still it sounds. All 
through our world such voices echo, often 
ambiguous, not obviously God’s. People 
on vacation in Rio unexpectedly get on the 
wrong road and encounter human beings 
like themselves trying to live with human 
dignity in — quite literally — a garbage 
dump. Or a life lived on a strict competitive 
practical career track finds beauty — im-
practical, ecstatic — flaming in its path. I 
think that such signs of contradiction point 
a way that, if followed, would finally lead 
home to the One. 

Yet such echoes are obscure and uncer-
tain. God calls more directly. Abraham and 
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Sarah felt at home among the many peoples 
and their many gods. Out of nowhere they 
heard an unknown voice, promising to 
make them the beginning of a new way of 
being a people: to trust one God only. That 
is the call to which Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims alike trace their life. That voice’s 
call, to leave the gods for the One, sounds 
from minaret, is enshrined in phylactery, 
splashes out from baptismal font today. 
That call from God is the beginning of the 
way home. Those who answer it then receive 
a second call: to live their daily lives and do 
their daily work in God’s service, for the 
good of their neighbors. So we pray for all 
members of God’s church, “that in their 
vocation [that is, ‘calling’] and ministry 
they may truly and godly serve thee.” (Book 
of Common Prayer, 1979, p. 57)

God’s direct call may be specific: Do 
this. Say that. When Moses was minding his 
father-in-law’s business, suddenly he en-
countered a sign: a bush that burned and 

yet was not consumed. The voice that spoke 
out of the flame called him to deliver an im-
mediate message. He was called to go speak 
God’s word to the king who was enslaving 
God’s people: “Let my people go.” Since 
the day when Moses confronted Pharaoh, 
God has called some people as immediate 
witnesses, voices that would directly speak 
his call to break open the prisons, leave the 
hiding places, and come home. Christ’s 
apostles were called to bear witness to God’s 
most radical call of all, the Good News. The 
voice of God, God’s whole self-disclosure, 
was made flesh fully in Jesus. His death and 
resurrection is the direct way home. Here is 
Jesus, alive out of death, as human as we and 
yet the transfiguration of life. The Gospel 
is God’s call of hope.

Sewanee’s call includes all those voices. 
It is the business of an excellent liberal arts 
college to fill the air with echoes, doors 
that lead deeper, ideas that do not fit, en-
counters that transform. It is the business 

of an excellent school of theology to bear 
witness to the sheer reality of the living 
God in the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
and to equip others to do so too. In a great 
university like Sewanee, those many voices 
make for its glory and diversity, its depths 
and heights, its shared hymns and long 
arguments. Amid them all, I think, can be 
heard one voice, speaking in a thousand 
ways, in immediate clarity or in half-hid-
den ambiguity: Where are you? Come home.

William S. Stafford was installed as the dean of Sewanee’s 
School of Theology on January 25, 2005.

Above: Orbital sunrise with Venus and Mars from the 
space shuttle.  Photo courtesy of NASA.
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student life

With its comfortable couches and refrigera-
tor stocked with Diet Cokes, the Sewanee 
Phonathon doesn’t look like a vital nerve 
center of alumni communication. On the 
wall, a laminated map of North America 
marked with time zone boundaries offers 
the only indication that this room, located 
in the same building as the Sewanee police 
department, is the base of a national fund-
raising campaign. 

The student callers whose paid, part-
time job it is to contact thousands of 
alumni begin showing up around 6 p.m., 
some coming straight from varsity sports 
practices or a quick dinner at McClurg 
Hall. They’re relaxed and dressed casually, 
chatting about last weekend’s fraternity 
parties and upcoming Spanish tests, but 
tonight at the Phonathon they will raise 
close to $3,000 for the University, just as 
they did last night, and just as they will do 
tomorrow, too.

The 22 students who work for the Pho-
nathon represent the cornerstone of the 
Sewanee Fund’s annual giving program, 
which raises around $3 million annually for 
scholarships, student programming, new 
building projects, and general University 
operation. Under the direction of Alan 
Pitner, assistant director of annual giving, 
the job of these students is to keep in touch 
with close to 20,000 alumni and friends 
of the University. They ask for money, but 
they also talk, answer questions, reminisce, 
and keep alumni — who are often scattered 
across the globe and sometimes far removed 
from their Sewanee experiences — in touch 
with the University.

The calling starts out slow. It’s still early 
in the Central time zone, and many alumni 
are driving home from work or picking up 
dinner. By 7 p.m., though, the phones 
begin to heat up with a couple of $300 
pledges.

The calling process is surprisingly per-
sonal, like a friendly conversation with an 
aunt or uncle or grandparent. Often the 
student caller and the graduate on the line 
have common family friends or acquain-
tances. Although the calls are long distance 
— and therefore expensive — Pitner doesn’t 

mind when students spend time on the 
phone talking with graduates about how 
a favorite professor is doing or what the 
caller’s plans are after graduation. In fact, 
he encourages it.

“You have to keep costs down,” says 
Pitner, who began working at Sewanee in 
September of last year. “But I don’t mind 
if they talk a long time. [The students] 
develop better communication skills and 
hopefully get a sense of how similar their 
college lives are to the alumni’s.”

Pitner and his student managers divide 
the calling sessions by graduation year. 
Tonight they are calling the ’60s, usually a 
dependable decade. James Hall, C’05, an 
economics major from St. Simons Island, 
Georgia, is on the phone with an oph-
thalmologist from San Antonio, class of 
1965. Hall plays for the baseball team, and 
he and the alumnus, who was an athletic 
trainer when he was at Sewanee, talk about 
spring training and conference rivalries for 
close to 10 minutes before Hall even gets 
around to asking for a donation, which he 
gets in the amount of $500. Hall thanks 
the gentleman for his time, hangs up the 
phone, and rings a silver bell at his desk.

All the callers have bells next to their 
phones, and a ring signifies a successful 
call. Pitner keeps track of the night’s dona-
tions with a felt-tip marker on a sheet of 
butcher paper mounted on an easel. Ef-
ficient, comprehensive database aside, the 
Phonathon prides itself in being low-tech. 
Too much technology, too much polish 
would impersonalize the process.

“People don’t want to talk to you if 
you sound like a telemarketer,” Hall says. 
“Alumni want to talk to someone friendly 
and outgoing, who reminds them of their 
time on the Mountain. There are so many 
traditions and connections between gen-
erations of Sewanee students and alumni, 
that after a few minutes the person doesn’t 
feel like a stranger at all.”

Later the same night, Hall is on the 
phone with an alumnus from Irmo, South 
Carolina, who is having trouble install-
ing a new computer printer. Instead of 
apologizing for calling at an inconvenient 

house 
calls
Students raise good will 

as well as money through 

Sewanee’s Phonathon

Phonathon director Alan Pitner works closely with 
student callers such as James Hall, C’05. 
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time, Hall gets the gentleman to explain the 
problem. Hall knows how to fix it and talks 
him through the process of downloading 
the software he needs from the computer 
manufacturer’s Web site. Five minutes later, 
the alumnus’ printer is installed, and Hall 
rings the bell again.

“How much did you get?” Pitner asks.
“Fifty bucks,” Hall says. “And I helped 

him fix his computer. He says his daughter 
is getting married and weddings don’t pay 
for themselves.”

At 7:30 p.m., the callers take a break 
to eat Cheez-Its and talk about upcoming 
sorority formals. Halfway through, they’re 
on pace to meet their $3,000 nightly goal. 
They compare calls and pass along mes-
sages for Pitner to handle: One alumnus 
couldn’t be reached because he and his 
wife had moved to India to perform physics 
research; another gentleman wanted some 
information about his class reunion. Pit-

ner makes notes on all these items, which 
he, the Phonathon’s student managers, 
or other development staff will follow up 
on later.

Hall Carter, C’06, a Spanish and history 
major from Memphis, is one of the student 
managers for the Phonathon. In addition 
to making calls, the managers keep track 
of which classes get called and make sure 
requests from alumni get answered. 

“They like to know things like which 
professors are still here, what the new 
buildings are like, what the Greek life is 
like now,” says Carter. “I’ve had so many 
alumni tell me that their years at Sewanee 
were the best four years of their lives. They 
say the friends they made at Sewanee are the 
friends they’ve had for life, the friends who 
were in their weddings, at the birth of their 
first child, at funerals of loved ones.”

The calling is over by 9 p.m.; on the 
East Coast, where it’s 10, people are starting 

to go to bed. The callers head off to their 
dorm rooms or to duPont Library as Carter 
helps Pitner sort out which alumni were 
called and who will get called tomorrow.

Tonight the student callers secure 
around $3,000 in pledges and donations 
— not their best night, but solid. Tomorrow 
they will be calling alumni from the ‘90s, a 
challenge entirely different from tonight’s. 
Because the younger classes are less finan-
cially established, tomorrow night’s goal will 
be a 50 percent participation rate rather 
than a dollar amount.

In truth, participation is the goal of 
every session. For although $3 million is a 
significant portion of the University bud-
get, the Phonathon’s more lasting effects 
are the connections it builds and maintains 
among alumni, current students, and the 
University itself.

— John Shepard, C’05

A diverse group of Sewanee students call alumni around the nation during Phonathon efforts. Pictured here are Hall Carter, C’06, a Spanish and history major from 
Memphis, Tennessee; James Hall, C’05, an economics major from St. Simons Island, Georgia; Catherine Bass, C’06, a history major from Spartanburg, South 
Carolina; and Tracian Meikle, C’07, a biochemistry major from Mandeville, Jamaica.
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sports

all-american soccer player 
proves you can have it all

This year, Sarah Oxford, C’05, became 
the second All-American in the history 
of the Sewanee women’s soccer program. 
(Amanda Seifert, C’03, received that 
honor in 2002.) Four years ago, however, 
when Oxford decided to come to Sewanee, 
she didn’t pack her cleats. Soccer was not 
on her agenda — in fact, she had not played 
since her freshman year in high school.   

“I just fell in love with the school. I grew 
up in the mountains and this seemed com-
fortable,” said Oxford, a North Carolina 
native. “I didn’t come for soccer, but it’s 
the best thing I’ve done here.”

Most All-American athletes devote years 
upon years to their sports, but Oxford’s 
story to the top is different. Before set-
ting foot on Sewanee’s field, she spent 
her freshman year getting her feet on the 
ground in her new environment. It was not 
until her sophomore year in college that 
Oxford returned to soccer, a decision head 
soccer coach Nick Cowell is thankful for, 
as she led the team as captain to an overall 
record of 14-4 this season.

“We never had to worry whether Sarah 
was going to play well or whether she was 
going to take care of any problems within 
the team. She was a rock,” said Cowell.  

Growing up, Oxford competed in 
soccer along with a variety of sports, in-
cluding basketball and cross country. As a 
sophomore in high school, she transferred 
from Forsyth Country Day School (near 
Winston-Salem, N.C.) to the Madeira 
School (outside of Washington, D.C.). 
There, Oxford took up lacrosse and began 
to excel at cross country. Soccer remained 
on the back burner, as she consistently 
finished among the top 10 runners at state 
championships.

By the end of her high school running 
career, several Division I cross country pro-
grams were recruiting Oxford. Eventually, 
after trips to top state schools, she decided 
that Sewanee was the best all-around fit. 
Oxford contemplated running cross 
country for the Tigers, but wanted a more 

team-oriented sport upon returning to 
athletics her sophomore year.

“I decided I’d rather play a team sport 
than an individual one. I missed the team 
camaraderie, especially the relationships 
you develop and the motivation you get 
from your teammates,” the left-footed 
defender said.

At Sewanee, the term “student-athlete” 
is a reality not just touted in the brochures. 
Soccer players, as well as participants in 
other sports, are committed to being suc-
cessful on and off the field, according to 
Coach Cowell.

“The benefits [of a Division III school] 
are that you can still be in a competitive 
athletic environment, but you can also 
participate in campus life like a regular 
student. You have plenty of time to study, 
do extracurricular activities, and also excel 
at your sport,” he said.

And Oxford has done just that. She is 
dedicated to her academics, majoring in 
third world studies and French. Last spring, 
she spent the semester abroad in Africa, 
where she studied the culture and devel-
opment of Cameroon. Her proposal for a 
Watson Fellowship, researching nomadic 
education in Mali, India, and Mongolia, 
was chosen as one of the University’s four 
finalists for the national competition. 

Oxford also is a long-time participant 

Sarah Oxford, C’05

in Sewanee’s Big People for Little People 
program, and went on the outreach spring 
break trip to Ecuador in 2003. In her spare 
time, she enjoys fly fishing and spending 
time outdoors.    

Chris Turner, Oxford’s soccer coach in 
Winston-Salem, foresees a bright future 
for his former player.

“In 10 years I will probably be working 
for Sarah or she will be ridding the world 
of poverty and disease,” Turner said. “She 
will definitely be a success and a source of 
pride for Forsyth Country Day School, me 
personally, and for Sewanee.” 

— Laura Hahn, C’05

Kudos for Sewanee  
Student-athletes

Several Sewanee student-athletes received 
national recognition for their academic 
and athletic accomplishments during fall 
2004. 

Volleyball
Jean anne babin, C’07, was named 
to the 2004 ESPN The Magazine Academic 
All-America second team for volleyball as 
selected by College Sports Information Di-
rectors of America (CoSIDA). A psychology 
and political science major with a 4.0 GPA, 
Babin is volleyball’s first CoSIDA Academic 
All-American. Babin led the Southern 
Collegiate Athletic Conference in kills per 
game average for the past two seasons. In the 
2004 national statistics, she was seventh in 
kills per game average (5.08).

Cross Country
hallie blunck, C’06, and tony Castelli, 
C’07, earned NCAA Division III Cross 
Country Coaches All Academic team hon-
ors for the 2004 season. Castelli was 14th 
in the South Region with a 3.58 semester 
GPA , while Blunck was 22nd in the South 
Region with a 4.08 GPA.

The men’s and women’s squads also 
received national academic team awards 
for having a 3.0 or higher team GPA for 
the semester.
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scrumming: Sewanee’s rugby club faced off with Murray State University in October 2004. 

liz lee, C’05, earned 2004 All-South 
Region honors (30th place) to become Se-
wanee’s first female cross-country runner 
to make four NCAA All-Region teams.

Tennis
For the 2004 season, the Sewanee ten-
nis program had five individual national 
scholar-athletes and also received a national 
scholar women’s team award. Individual 
winners were Joe Carvalho, C’06; beau 
Cox, C’05; logan nalley, C’08; lauren 
Willett, C’07; and molly Willett, C’07. 
The award-winning women’s team (GPA of 
3.30 or higher) also included laura fan-
joy, C’07; ashley logsdon, C’07; Katye 
rhett, C’05; and landon viney, C’07.

Phil Savage, C’87, named 
Browns general manager

Phil Savage’s first football coaching job, as 
a University of Alabama graduate assistant, 
paid about $1 an hour. To supplement his 
income, the 1987 Sewanee grad maintained 
the paint job on the red seats at Bryant-
Denny Stadium.

Eighteen years and four football jobs 
later, his current position — senior vice 
president and general manager of the Na-
tional Football League Cleveland Browns, 
to which he was appointed in January 2005 

— calls for him to paint a bright picture for 
the “Dawg Pound’’ faithful at Cleveland 
Browns Stadium. The Browns’ owners, 
fans, and coaching staff are betting on 
Savage’s ability to return the Ohio team to 
its glory days of 1950–1964, when it won 
four NFL championships. The team’s last 
title came 14 weeks before Savage was born 
in Mobile, Alabama.

A Sewanee Gownsman and English 
major, Savage proved his football smarts 
as director of scouting for the Baltimore 
Ravens. From 1996 to 2004, he produced 
eight pro bowl players from 11 first-round 
selections, and became the owner of a Su-
per Bowl XXXV ring in 2001.

“The best thing that has ever happened 
to me was attending Sewanee,’’ said Sav-
age, a football and all-conference baseball 
player for the Tigers. “Being a Sewanee 
graduate has opened so many doors for me, 
and I received a great education.’’

Savage has already walked through the 
door to one of the NFL’s top jobs. His 
first big test with the Browns will be draft 
day 2005 (April 22–24), when Cleveland 
as well as the entire NFL will be watching 
to see if this 39-year-old former college 
quarterback can call the right signals and set 
up the Browns for a successful future.

— B.B. Branton

Swimming and diving teams 
excel in SCaC championship

Sewanee’s swimming and diving teams 
had a good showing at the Southern Col-
legiate Athletic Conference championship, 
held February 16–19 in San Antonio, 
Texas. 

In the final team standings, the Sewanee 
men placed second — the highest team 
finish in seven years — while the women 
were third. 

The team had four individual cham-
pions: lizzi land, C’05, in the 500 
freestyle; marc ricker, C’05, in the 100 
and 200 breaststroke; and elliott de-
ment, C’06, in the 400 I.M. The men also 
had three champion relays: the 200 and 
400 medleys and the 200 freestyle. 

The team set three school records as 
well: women’s 200 free relay (1:38.92), 
men’s 200 medley relay (1:35.28), and 
grace schildknecht, C’08, in the 200 
breaststroke (2:30.83, breaking the oldest 
record on the women’s board).

Phil Savage, C’87

Visit Sewanee athletics  
on the web

http://athletics.sewanee.edu
Get the latest Sewanee sports news and schedules; 

sign up for Tigersports e-mail updates.
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Associated Alumni Officers
rhea f. bowden, C’76, President, icoaters@bellsouth.net
marichal gentry, C’86, Vice President for Admissions, mgentry@middlebury.edu
robert m. Crichton Jr., C’71, Vice President for Annual Fund, rcrichton@cbjw.net
don olmstead, C’81, Vice President for Career Services, dolmstead@novarecapital.com 
robert d. fain, t’83, Vice President for Church Relations, rdfain@goodshepherd-augusta.net
rondal K. richardson, C’91, Vice President for Communications, rondal@alumni.sewanee.edu
anthony gooch, C’59, Vice President for Planned Giving, tonygooch@aol.com
vicky vieth bratton, C’88, Vice President for Regions, bratton234@comcast.net
Joanne e. boyd, C’77, Vice President for Reunions, jeboyd@alumni.sewanee.edu 
susan sloan, t’96, Vice President for School of Theology, dssloan@bellsouth.net
Julie e. Curd, C’92, Vice President for Young Alumni, Julie.Curd@alumni.sewanee.edu

Upcoming events

legacy admission event, June 17. An in-
siders’ tour, campus activities, and dinner 
for prospective legacy students. Held in 
conjunction with Admission 101. 

sewanee golf Classic, July 29–30 (new date). 
The seventh annual tournament for alumni 
and friends, held at Sewanee and the Bear 
Trace at Tims Ford.

volunteer Weekend, August 5-6. Workshops, 
panels, and entertainment for Sewanee 
volunteers and their families.

athletics hall of fame induction, Septem-
ber 17. The second class of inductees will be 
recognized at half time of the home football 
game vs. Washington and Lee.

College homecoming and reunion, 
October 6–9. Classes ending in 0 or 5 will 
celebrate reunions.

school of theology dubose lectures and 
homecoming, October 13–14

For more details about these events, 
call 800.367.1179 or send an e-mail to 
<jafisher@sewanee.edu>.

Visit new Orleans  
with Sewanee

november 3–5, 2005: Join Sewanee 
alumni and friends for an insider’s view 
of the Big Easy. The excursion will feature 
educational seminars, home and garden 
tours, and fine dining coordinated by local 
Sewanee alumni, parents, and friends. 
For more information and to reserve your 
space, visit <www.sewaneeonline.com/ 
neworleans.html>.

Visit and find: Event information and registration,
Associated Alumni officers’ meeting minutes,
Alumni photo album, and much more!

Associated Alumni

Dear Fellow Alumni, 
The annual winter meeting of the officers of the Associated 
Alumni recently took place in Charleston, South Carolina, a 
place with strong historical and traditional ties to the Univer-
sity of the South. We also attended a Sewanee Club of Coastal 
Carolina reception, heard remarks from Vice Chancellor 
Cunningham, and celebrated the University. What a great 
time we had!

Part of our discussion centered around the many opportunities for our alumni 
to serve the University as volunteers, particularly in the areas of admission and 
career services. We hope you’ll say “yes” when asked to help recruit prospective 
students or to provide career networking assistance for juniors, seniors, and recent 
graduates, because alumni participation affirms and strengthens the University 
in ways impossible to measure. Besides, our own Sewanee experience is extended 
in the process. 

Your participation is also vital as the University embarks on The Sewanee Call 
campaign, discussed in this magazine. This campaign will allow the University to 
meet its strategic goals and will prepare it for an even brighter future. I encourage 
you to learn more about “The Call,” and to respond as you can. 

The officers also discussed how we might better serve as conduits of information 
between the alumni and the University. As a result of our talks with key University 
administrators, we feel strongly that the University is heeding its call to maintain 
its traditional values as it makes progress to enhance the Sewanee experience for 
all its students. Yet we also want to achieve greater and more meaningful com-
munication, with the hope that all voices may be heard. You will find a list of your 
alumni officers on this page, and we encourage you to contact us with any questions 
or concerns that you may have. We look forward to hearing from you. 

This place we call “Sewanee” has been home for generations of inspired students 
and devoted alumni. With your help and support, generations to come may join 
us to proclaim, “Yea, Sewanee’s Right!” 

With best regards to all, 
rhea bowden, C’76 

President, The Associated Alumni

www.sewanee.edu/alumni

Street car on St. Charles Avenue in New Orleans. 
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historyhistory

Editor’s Note: This article was adapted from 
one by Arthur Ben Chitty in the Sewanee 
Alumni News in November 1956.

What sounds do alumni associate with 
Sewanee? The first students undoubtedly 
carried away with them the memory of the 
pealing bell, made by the Meneely Bell 
Company of Troy, New York, and hung 
with affectionate care by General Josiah 
Gorgas in the little wooden tower at old St. 
Augustine’s Chapel (1868–1910). Starting 
in the early 1900s, alumni would recall 
the Breslin bells, ringing the Westminster 
chimes every quarter hour. But students 
of Sewanee’s second century remember 
best the range, color, and variety of one 
of the world’s great carillons. And thereon 
hangs a story.

While living in France after World War I, 
W. Dudley Gale III, C’20, acquired a love 
for the bells that pealed from little churches 
and big cathedrals. Later, as chairman of 
the carillon committee of Christ Church, 
Nashville, he spent weeks in consultation 
with America’s great authority in the field, 
Arthur Lynds Bigelow of Princeton. And 
so it was natural that, when pondering on 
a suitable centennial gift to Sewanee in 
memory of his great-grandfather, Bishop-
General Leonidas Polk, Gale thought of a 
carillon.

As conversations with Dr. Bigelow 
proceeded, Gale became more convinced 
that the Polk Carillon ought to be as nearly 
perfect as possible. In the summer of 1955, 
Bigelow made a special trip to High Savoie, 
near the French-Italian border, to discuss 
details of the founding of the bells with the 
maker, Les Fils de Georges Pacard. The 
French are considered world leaders in 
carillon tuning, an art first developed by 
the Flemish in the 1400s. 

The Polk Carillon consists of 56 bells, 
composing a full four-octave chromatic 
scale, plus a deep B-flat bourdon and five 
treble bells above the four octaves. The 
largest bell, weighing 7,500 pounds, is 
inscribed, “To Polk and to Sewanee, my 

Alma Mater, this carillon is dedicated.” 
In bas-relief on the reverse is the Uni-
versity seal. Seventeen of the other bells 
are inscribed in a manner traditional in 
bell founding. Some memorialize Gale’s 
wife, father, mother, and brother. One is 
for an apostle — “My name is Saint Luke, 
Patron of Sewanee. When I ring may all 
her sons hearken to my voice.” Another 
calls attention to its musical note: “From 
the Mountains of Savoie to the Mountains 
of Tennessee, I sing Sol.” Another bell’s 
inscription says in Latin: “No brazen 
voice, gathered into the circled bound, in 
any other field is found, to ring a song of 
sweeter sound.” Still another bell is dedi-
cated to Joan of Arc. 

Bigelow considered the Polk Carillon his 
finest work and one of the most important 
instruments in the world, capable of play-
ing any music composed for the carillon. 

Addendum: In 2004, Breslin Tower 
underwent extensive renovations to accom-
modate eight new change-ringing bells, 

named the Bentley Bells in honor of the 
parents of donor Donne Bentley Wright, 
and cast by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry of 
London. Breslin’s four clock bells remain 
to ring the Westminster chime. 

The so-called chapel bell, which had 
hung in Breslin since the 1930s and rang 
for daily services and academic processions 
(but which Chitty’s account did not men-
tion), was removed and saved for future 
use at the School of Theology. Meanwhile 
the Herlong Bell welcomes worshipers at 
the seminary’s Chapel of the Apostles since 
2004. The Rev. and Mrs. Canon Robert E. 
Brodie, T’78, donated that bell in honor 
of the Rt. Rev. Bertram Nelson Herlong, 
T’59, T’70, bishop of the Diocese of Ten-
nessee, and his wife, Vicki.

And what happened to the bell that 
General Gorgas hung in the original St. 
Augustine’s Chapel? A Meneely bell dated 
1930 and inscribed, “This replaces one in 
continuous use since 1869,” today hangs 
in St. Luke’s Chapel tower. It has not been 
rung in recent years.

For whom Sewanee’s Bells Toll

Carillonneurs John Bordley, professor of chemistry, and John Hammond, C’06, keep up the tradition of the 
Polk Carillon with a duet performance. 
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college class notescollege class notes

classnotes@sewanee.edu
A convenient way to keep in touch with the Sewanee community.

Send e-mail: classnotes@sewanee.edu 
to submit:
■ Class notes for Sewanee magazine.
■ Class notes for the Web site, <www.sewanee.edu/alumni>.
■ Digital photos for the magazine  

or the Web site. (See Alumni Photograph Policies below.)
■ Changes in your address.

Thanks for noting that:
■ Class notes deadlines are about eight weeks before the magazine publica-

tion date. For the latest in class news, visit <www.sewanee.edu/alumni>.
■ Sewanee magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please let us 

know about weddings, births, and degrees received after they have happened.
■ This issue contains class notes received by February 1. The Summer 2005 

deadline is May 1.

You can also write or call us at:
Office of Communications
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
800.367.1179

Alumni Photograph Policies
■ We accept photos of Sewanee groups at weddings and other special events. 

With the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni pictured; birth 
date, parents’ names, and class years with photos of children; dates and 
locations of events pictured. 

■ Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; color is pre-
ferred.  Prints should be on glossy paper with no surface texture.

■ Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 250 pixels per inch. Low resolution 
photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.

■ Prints will be returned at your request. Write your name and address on the 
back of the photo. 

time to work.” Lencho Dicus, after 
fully retiring, is busy playing golf, doing 
volunteer work, and considering a 
novel tracing freedom of speech from 
the Civil War to the present. He has 
four grandchildren, and reports that 
so far, his wife, Beth, has survived his 
retirement. Phil Dyson and his wife, 
Frances, live in hurricane-ridden Point 
Clear, Ala., close enough to visit their 
son, David, C’06, a forestry major 
at Sewanee. The Dysons’ daughter, 
Molly, graduated as an English 
major with the class of 2004. Arch 
J. Freels still lives in Jacksonville, 
Fla., where he is close enough to ride 
his bicycle past Bill Scheu’s house. 
Arch does a lot of rock climbing in 
North Carolina and Tennessee. When 
not busy doing land surveys, he is 
active in an archeology club where he 
finds “lots of bugs and backaches.” 
Doc Gilbert and his wife, Sherry, 
moved to Lookout Mountain, Ga., 
about six years ago. Last year he and 
three others started a billboard busi-
ness in the Nashville/Chattanooga 
area. John Grove practices law, and 
his wife, Julie, teaches kindergarten in 
Roanoke, Va. Paul Kneedler resides 
in Thompsons Station, Tenn., and is an 
account manager with Johnson and 
Higgins in Nashville’s First American 
Center. Bill Nelson and John 
Reed have lunch together often in 
Nashville, Tenn. Bill is president of 
Little Planet Learning, while John 
is president of the academic book 
distributor, Tennessee Book Company. 
John enjoys shooting hoops and 
playing tennis with his wife, Rebecca. 
Their daughter, Elizabeth, is a litigator 
in Portland, Ore. Terry Payne has 
moved to Charleston, S.C., after a 
20-year stint in Southern California. 
He is a consultant for the Navy as an 
analyst for Defense Contractor C.A.C.I. 
International. He saw John Watkins 
and his wife, Claudia, living the good 
semi-retired life in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. Bert Polk and his wife, Kathy, 
live in Annapolis, Md., and are de-
lighted to report the birth of Ryan Wil-
liam Polk to their oldest son and his 
wife on July 2, 2004. This is their third 
grandchild, following Natalie and April 
to their youngest son and his wife. 
Bert and Kathy participated in Volun-
teer Weekend at Sewanee in August. 
Two weeks later, Bert had a business 
trip to Huntsville, Ala., where he drove 
past four small but significant streets. 

1957
Leslie Doss was featured in an 
article in the Decatur Daily news-
paper entitled “Courthouse Fixture.” 
The article detailed Doss’ 50 years 
of practicing law, and his tradition of 
unusual office hours. Though he rare-
ly works in his actual office building, 
the piece claims, his clients know to 
look for him in the courthouse snack 
room or law library.

1964
Donald Griffis, a partner in the 
litigation section of the Jackson 
Walker LLP firm’s San Angelo office, 
was named a Super Lawyer by Texas 
Monthly magazine for 2004. Super 
Lawyers are the top five percent of 
attorneys in each state, as chosen by 
their peers. Formerly with Small, Craig 
& Werkenthin, Don joined Jackson 
Walker in January 1999 when the two 
firms consolidated. He has practiced 
for over 26 years in West Texas.

1967
Conrad Armbrecht dodged 
hurricanes at his home in Mobile, 
Ala., last summer. He is an attorney 
at Armbrecht Jackson and DeMony, 
practicing business law, while his 
wife Gigi works in public relations for 
BellSouth. Conrad has two children, 
who have both married. Bill Bas-
set moved from practicing law to 
teaching, among other things, alcohol 
responsibility courses. He lives in 
Gallatin, Tenn. He has two daughters, 
both in Nashville, Tenn. Jennifer is 
a travel agent, and Deborah is a 
manager at Dillard’s. Jerry Bradley 
celebrated over 32 years with the 
Bank of America and is now in Tampa 
Bay, Fla., where he is a risk manager. 
His wife, Susan, has retired from a 
series of positions as they moved 
through the world of Bank of America. 
They have three children and five 
grandchildren. Russell Daniel and 
his wife, Carolyn, have moved from 
Nashville, Tenn., to semi-retirement in 
a golf course home outside of Sara-
sota, Fla. He writes, “Sarasota was an 
easy choice as I have been coming 
here all my life and really believe 
that it is paradise. I have now gone 
into almost full retirement and like so 
many others I wonder how I ever had 

1944
George Scarbrough was awarded 
the Honorary Doctorate of Letters 
at Lincoln Memorial University on 
December 11, 2004. He received an 
undergraduate degree from L.M.U. in 
1947. Scarbrough received his mas-
ter’s degree from the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville in 1954, and 
afterwards attended the heralded 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop. He has been 
published in more than 65 maga-
zines and reviews, including Poetry. 
His first book of poetry, Tellico Blue, 
was published in 1949. He has pub-
lished four more books of poetry, and 
one Pulitzer Prize-nominated novel 
since. His most recent work involves 
poems about Han Shan, a Chinese 
poet of the Tang Dynasty.

homecoming 
and Reunion
OCTOBeR 6–9, 2005

Mark your calendars and save  
October 6–9 for Homecoming and 
Reunion at Sewanee.
 

Class reunions
2000, 1995, 1990, 1985, 1980, 
1975, 1970, 1965, 1960, 1955 
and Exornati

For a complete listing of accommo-
dations and more information, visit 
<www.sewaneeonline.com/ 
homecoming05.html> or call the 
Homecoming Hotline for recorded 
updates at 931.598.1633.
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For John Scott, C’66, Sewanee 
has never been far from his 
mind. He first heard about the 

University of the South as a child from 
his father, an Episcopal priest and 
once a summer instructor at Sewanee’s 
seminary. His father’s stories made 
such an impression that when it came 
time for John to go to college, there 
was only one choice: Sewanee. “I 
didn’t apply anywhere else,” he says.

With solid high school grades, Scott 
easily gained acceptance to Sewanee, 
and the University’s generous finan-
cial aid programs helped to make the 
school affordable for a priest’s son. He 
was awarded the Kemper Scholarship, 
sponsored by the company he would 
one day lead, and a grant from the 
Diocese of Michigan. He also worked 
as a waiter in Gailor Dining Hall and 
as a proctor to piece together the 
needed funding. 

Though he was preceded to the 
Mountain by his brother, Jay, C’65, 
Scott’s first semester at Sewanee was a bit of a shock. “I never had 
to study in high school and got all A’s and B’s, so I assumed I could 
do that in college. But, I almost flunked out my first semester.” 
A quick learner, he raised his 1.6 grade point average to a 3.6 the 
next semester. 

Scott vividly remembers that experience and its lessons to this 
day, which he credits as helping him to begin the process of, as he 
says, “developing who John Scott is.”

“This has been a lifelong process, but at Sewanee I started to 
learn that I could face adversity, deal with it, and come out on top,” 
says Scott. “Sewanee taught me the importance of adaptability. If 
you can adapt to a changing world that doesn’t always act as you’d 
like it to, you can survive in a business environment where you are 
dealing with change all of the time.

“I also learned how important friendships are all of your life,” he 
continues. “I still have friends that I made in Sewanee 40 years ago, 
and that’s a wonderful part of Sewanee.” Scott fondly remembers 
his buddies from the waiters’ guild, such as M.L. Agnew, C’64, 

From Student to Servant
For John Scott, C’66, Sewanee’s influence has been lifelong

T’72, and Joel Smith, C’67, who later 
became his colleagues on the Board of 
Regents. He also recalls that his ATO 
fraternity brothers, who were Sewanee 
“movers and shakers,” served as role 
models and mentors. A scholar-
athlete, Scott was captain of the track 
team and still holds several Sewanee 
records in the hurdles.

The Kemper Scholarship not 
only helped fund his college fees but 
also offered him his first job after 
graduation. While he worked, Scott 
enrolled in Loyola University’s night 
school and he earned an M.B.A. 
Scott was then named assistant to the 
president of Kemper Corporation, 
a newly formed holding company 
for the Kemper Insurance Group. 
Several years later, he was named chief 
financial officer for the Kemper Life 
Insurance Company. That appoint-
ment started a rise through the ranks 
that ended with Scott’s retirement in 
March 2000 as chairman, president, 

and chief executive officer of the Kemper Life Insurance Compa-
nies, then among the nation’s top 10 in terms of insurance sold, 
with $14 billion in assets.

Now, Scott has again answered Sewanee’s call as both a donor and 
a regent. “Sewanee is where I got my start, it’s where I learned how 
to live in the world today, made good friends and started to develop 
who I am. So, I feel like I ought to help in any way that I can,” he 
says. John and his brother, Jay, have established a scholarship in 
honor of their parents, Conley J. and Margaret D. Scott, to help 
the children of Episcopal clergy attend the college.

Scott is enjoying the opportunity to help Sewanee by serving 
on its Board of Regents. “In the past, I contributed every year, 
but I didn’t really have a connection,” he says. “Now, I am able to 
participate in planning and help Sewanee face challenges. It has 
been a fascinating experience and it’s great to get back in touch with 
this wonderful place.”

— Joe Romano

A priest’s son, John Scott, C’66, retired as CEO of the company 
that helped fund his Sewanee education. 
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In order, they are: Harvard, Sewanee, 
Princeton, and Stanford. Doug 
Porch is busy teaching at the Navy 
Postgraduate School in Monterey, 
Calif., and very involved with the war 
on terrorism. While in Afghanistan, he 
met Lt. Col. Norm Allen, C’81, and 
promptly convened the only meeting 
of the Afghan Sewanee Club. Doug 
spoke about his new book, Path 
to Victory: The Mediterranean 
Theater in World War II (Farrar, 
Straus, Giroux), at the Smithsonian 
in June. Ben Powell continues his 
anesthesiology practice in Asheville, 
N.C., where his wife, Jeanne, sup-
ports his efforts on the boards of 
four capital campaigns. McFerrin 
Smith is celebrating 26 years on the 
bench in DeLand, Fla. Peggy and Jim 
Stallworth visited Scotland and 
England. They met with Lowell and 
Joe Winkelman, C’64, who live in 
Oxford and frequently entertain the 
Sewanee summer program students 
when they are in the area. The Stall-
worths live on the Intercoastal Wa-
terway in North Carolina. Their older 
son, William, graduated from Chapel 

Hill in December, while Joe is a 
sophomore at the University of Mon-
tana in chemical engineering. Bob 
Stevenson and his wife, Mindy, live 
on a hurricane-ravaged shore just 
south of Annapolis, Md., where Bob is 
a management consultant for compa-
nies in and around the D.C. area. Joe 
Sturtevant reports from Memphis 
that he is a captain with FedEx 
flying the Airbus. His son, Rusty, is a 
Seabee, who was stationed at Souda 
Bay, Crete, before being deployed to 
Okinawa in November. His daughter, 
Heather, has completed a double 
degree — a bachelor’s in sculpture 
and art history — and works at an 
architectural firm in Memphis, Tenn. 
Chris Swift provides theological 
education by extension for the Church 
of God in Cleveland, Tenn., in Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, 
and France. Chris has two sons, a 
daughter, and one grandson. Chris 
has many stories to tell, “such as my 
recent missionary trip to the Congo, 
where I found myself in the middle 
of mortar explosions and machine 
gun fire during an attempted military 

coup. However I probably should save 
such little tidbits for another time and 
place.” Doug Urquhart has moved 
out of the corporate world, where 
he was the CEO of a real estate op-
portunity fund that invested primarily 
in distressed Asian real estate, and 
required extensive travel. He now 
works in the Dallas, Tex., real estate 
area. He has three grandchildren in 
Paris, France, where his older son, 
Greg, runs sales for Microsoft in 
Europe and East Asia. Doug and his 
wife, Polly, travel to Paris regularly. 
Their other son, Jason, is a stock 
trader in Dallas. Rod Webb is a 
radiologist in Humboldt, Tenn. Aaron 
Welch and his wife, Janet, have two 
children. Their daughter, Quinn, C’00, 
is a graduate student in sociology 
counseling at East Carolina University. 
Their son, Aaron Jr., completed his 
tour as a Navy officer and is in his 
second year at Emory Law School. 
Dwayne Wise, a professor at Mis-
sissippi State University, is president-
elect of the Association of Southeast-
ern Biologists. Dwayne teaches at the 
university in addition to supervising 

and performing extensive research in 
genetics and cell biology.

1971
Luis Leon, H’99, rector of St. John’s 
Church in Washington, D.C., gave the 
invocation at President George W. 
Bush’s inauguration in January. Bill 
Terry has moved to Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., where he is director of network 
services in the computer and 
information services department at 
Vassar College.

1977
edward O’Brien was named trea-
surer by State Street Corporation on 
January 3, 
2005. He 
oversees 
State Street’s 
balance 
sheet, and 
its liquidity 
and interest 
rate risk 
management 

Claire Nicoll, C’05, majored in English with an art history minor, but when she returned to her 
native New York, she didn’t look for a job with the Met or Time Warner Publishing. Instead, she 
decided to head for Wall Street and the pinnacle of investment banking, Lehman Brothers. 

“The main challenge in the interview was answering the question, ‘Why are you here?’” she says. 
“Almost everyone else was from Harvard and Yale or had econ or business degrees, and here I was 
an English major from Sewanee.” But Claire was quick on her feet, able to answer tough analytical 
questions for which she had prepared through a classical liberal arts education. And the interviewers 
were impressed with her desire. “I told them I was ready to learn something new. Working at Lehman 
Brothers will be an intense learning experience that I get paid to be part of.”

Claire prepared for the interview by talking with Doug Williams, associate professor of economics. 
“The great thing about Sewanee is the professors,” Claire believes. “If you’re interested in something, 
they really go out of their way to help you prepare for it. That’s the way it was with Professor Williams. 
I had never had an economics course, but I just asked him to help me prepare for the interviews and 
he worked really hard to make sure I could articulate why I wanted to consider finance.” 

After a five-week training program this summer, this English major will be an analyst with Lehman 
Brothers, probably in the investment banking division.  

Investing in the liberal arts

help sewanee keep putting out the best with a gift to the sewanee fund
Call 800.367.1179 or visit www.sewaneeonline.com
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worldwide. He retains his role as 
head of State Street’s securities 
finance division. 

1979
Kimberly Sessions Hagen mar-
ried fellow Emory University faculty 
member Dr. Karl Hagen on July 4, 
2004. Karl is a bioinorganic chemist 
specializing in X-ray crystallography. 
He was born and raised in Darjeel-
ing, India. Kimberly writes, “Last year 
we were lucky enough to spend five 
weeks in India visiting friends and 
traveling from Darjeeling and Sikkim 
in the Himalayas, to the tropical 
coast of Kerala.” Kimberly is assistant 
director of the Emory Center for 
AIDS Research, the director of the 
Goddess Vaccine Dinner Club, and 
senior associate faculty member of 
the behavioral science and health 
education department in the Rollins 
School of Public Health.

1982
Frank 
Burns and 
his wife, 
Carlyce, 
announce the 
birth of their 
son, Frank Jr., 
on May 26, 
2004. Jim 
Mathes was 
elected bishop of the Diocese of San 
Diego in November 2004. Mathes, 
who succeeds Bishop Gethin Hughes, 
was consecrated on March 5, 2005, 
at the Town and Country Conven-
tion Center. Jim is married to Terri 
Mathes. Their son, Lee, graduated 
from St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School 
in 2004, and their daughter, Sara, 
attends the Francis Parker School in 
San Diego. 

1984
James Griscom joined a division 
of Avondale Partners based in Nash-
ville, Tenn., as managing director of 
corporate services. 

1986
Greg Hearing and his wife, Kamra, 
announce the birth of their fourth 
son, Caden Kenneth, on December 
28, 2004. 

1987
Allison Steilberg is working as 
a realtor in Coral Gables, Fla., with 
a local firm called Esslinger Wooten 
Maxwell that was recently purchased 
by Warren Buffett. John Swasey is 
an actor in Houston, Tex., and can be 
seen in the movie Ray.

1988
Jim Moore and his wife, Tami, 
announce the birth of their daughter, 
Katherine India, on December 20, 
2004. Bryan Murphy and his wife, 
Julie King Murphy, C’89, have a 
son, Samuel Brooks (called Brooks) 
who turned two on February 17, 
2005. They live in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
where Bryan is doing a residency in 
obstetrics and gynecology. He gradu-
ated from medical school at the 
University of Tennessee in Memphis 
in May 2003.

1989
Adam William Carlos married 
Sarah Catherine Ward in All Saints’ 
Chapel on November 6, 2004. 
David Folds and his wife, Beth, 
announce the birth of Quentin Arthur 
on November 30, 2004. Elizabeth 
Mebus Greenwood and her hus-
band, Durant, announce the birth of 
William Wilson on January 26, 2005. 
He joins older brother Rob. Julie 
King Murphy and her husband, 
Bryan Murphy, C’88, have a son, 
Samuel Brooks (called Brooks) who 
turned two on February 17, 2005. 
They live in Honolulu, Hawaii, where 
Bryan is doing a residency in obstet-
rics and gynecology. He graduated 
from medical school at the University 
of Tennessee in Memphis in May 
2003.

1990
Leigh Anne Couch started work 
as the new managing editor of The 
Sewanee Review in January 2005. 

1991
Deana Hartley Douglas and 
her husband, Eric, announce the 
birth of their daughter, Ruby Lee, on 
September 30, 2004. Deana is an 
attorney with Lasater & Allen, P.C., 

in Littleton, Colo. She and her family 
live in Castle Rock. Laura Prout 
Oppenhimer and her husband, 
Alec, announce the birth of Thomas 
Barbour on June 15, 2004. Barbour 
joins big brothers Alec (5) and Will 
(3). They live near Leesburg, Va.

1992
George “Chip” Getz presented 
his research on bioremediation at 
the 2004 meeting of the American 
Society of Microbiology in New 
Orleans, and has received a grant 
to complete another, similar project. 
He is moving to Chapel Hill, N.C. in 
August to attend the U.N.C. School 
of Dentistry. Mason Hardy is the 
executive director of the Tuomey 
Foundation of Sumter, S.C. He joined 
the foundation on November 1, 
2004. Previously, he was the execu-
tive director of the Newberry County 
Hospital Foundation. Mason and 
his wife, Michelle, reside in Sumter. 
Robin Gregg Lorenzen and her 
husband, Andy, announce the birth 
of their son, William Wyatt, in May 
2004. Wyatt joins his sister Maggie 
(2). They live in Atlanta, Ga. Matt 
McConnell and his wife, Caroline, 
announce the birth of their third 
daughter, Lillith Paige, on August 28, 
2004. Sisters Emily and Camille are 
glad to have more company. 

1993
Michael Cass and his wife, 
Heather, announce the birth of 
Olivia Grace on December 9, 2004. 
They live in Nashville, Tenn., where 

Abigail H. Shipps, daughter of David 
H.W. Shipps, C’88, pictured at the 
Kanuga Thanksgiving in 2004, is a 
hopeful for the Sewanee track team 
of 2015. 

Beth Batton, Paige Ford Fisher, Jennifer Griffin, and Jill McClure, all 
C’93, traveled to the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., on June 6, 2004, 
to celebrate Paige’s ordination as a deacon in the Diocese of Virginia.

ReunionYear
OCTOBeR 6–9
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Michael covers higher education for 
the Tennessean. Susan Mueller 
Mew and 
her husband, 
Al, announce 
the birth of 
John-Paul 
Alexander, on 
August 18, 
2004. The 
Mews live in 
Roanoke, Va. 
Rebecca 
Miller married Sean Spicer on 
November 13, 2004. Sean works for 
the Budget Committee in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Wesley 
and Melissa Nimon announce 
the birth of Mary Claire, on June 
26, 2004. She joins her brother, 
Thomas. They live in Collierville, Tenn. 
Charley Rice Thompson and her 
husband, Robert Thompson Jr., 
C’94, have become part owners of 
The Orchard Inn <www.orchardinn.
com>, a bed and breakfast in Sa-
luda, N.C. Their daughter Cecelia (2) 
joins them in their new adventure. 
Chip Wallace joined the Founda-
tion of Wesley Woods after four 
years with Agnes Scott College. The 
foundation is a subsidiary of Emory 
Healthcare focused on senior living 
and health services.

1994
Robert Thompson Jr. and his 
wife, Charley Rice Thompson, 
C’93, have become part owners of 
The Orchard Inn <www.orchardinn.
com>, a bed and breakfast in Sa-
luda, N.C. Their daughter Cecelia (2) 
joins them in their new adventure. 
Ned West and his wife, Jen, an-
nounce the birth of Caroline Grace, 
on October 14, 2004. They live in 
Black Hawk, Colo. Ned is staff geolo-
gist with Drexel Barrell in Boulder.

1995
Jordana and Justin Adams, 
C’98, their son George (5), and their 
daughter Philippa (2), announce the 
birth of Beatrix Elizabeth, on Novem-
ber 1, 2004. They live in Nashville, 
Tenn., where Justin works at the 
firm of Trauger, Ney and Tuke. Nikki 
Etheridge Merritt and Will 
Merritt, C’96, live in Greenville, 
S.C. Will is finishing up his last year 
of OB/GYN residency. Afterwards, 

they will move to Houston, Tex., for 
Will’s training at M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center. He writes, “If there are 
any alums in the Houston area we 
would love to hear from you. Our two 
children, Olivia (3) and McIver (1), 
are growing up fast.” Brett Trotter 
married Eve Starr Streigerwalt in All 
Saints’ Chapel on October 2, 2004.

1996
Eliza Goodall Gavin was fea-
tured in Continental magazine. 
The article detailed Eliza’s career 
beginning with her job at Pearl’s in 
Monteagle, to owning 221 South 
Oak, her fine dining restaurant in 
Telluride, Colo. More information 
about Eliza and 221 South Oak is 
available at <www.221southoak.
com>. Molly Davis Holdeman, 
along with Michael and Noah Holde-
man, announces the birth of Ella 
Hartwell in Austin, Tex., on October 
22, 2004. Will Merritt and Nikki 
Etheridge Merritt, C’95, live in 
Greenville, S.C. Will is finishing up 
his last year of OB/GYN residency. 
Afterwards, he and Nikki will move 
to Houston, Tex., for Will’s training 
at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. He 
writes, “Nik and I are very excited 
about the move and if there are 
any alums in the Houston area we 
would love to hear from you. Our 
two children, Olivia (3) and McIver 
(1), are growing up fast.” Boo Neal 
Perkins and Drew Perkins, C’97, 
celebrated their sixth wedding an-
niversary. Boo is in her second year 
of owning and operating a massage 
therapy practice, and Drew works 
for a defense contractor. They live in 
Richmond, Va.

1997
Ginny 
Keleher 
Lindsay and 
her husband, 
Travis, and 
announce the 
birth of Elsie 
Jane in May 
2004. They 
live in Sarver, 
Pa. Drew Perkins and Boo Neal 
Perkins, C’96, celebrated their sixth 
wedding anniversary. Boo is in her 
second year of owning and operating 
a massage therapy practice, and 

Anne Lacy Boswell, C’97, and John Wallace, C’96, were married in 
Birmingham, Ala., on November 13, 2004. First row: Page Kalish, C’96; 
Telfair Parker, C’96; Joe Underwood, C’96; Mary Spotswood Box, 
C’02; Bart Kempf, C’96; and Roe Elam, C’96. Second row: John Fair 
Lucas, C’52; Ed Nelson, C’52; Jake Wallace, C’52; John Wallace, C’96; 
Anne Lacy Boswell Wallace, C’97; Janie Taylor, C’97; Liz Greenfield, 
C’97; and Martha Rhodes, C’97. Third row: Roy Elam, C’68; Clark Elam 
Harwell, C’94; Land Deleot, C’97; Emmie Gaillard Hershey, C’96; 
Laura Crookston, C’96; Katherine Slingluff, C’96; Gibson Lott, C’96; 
Chad Bottorff, C’96; Jeanne Porter Monk, C’97; Robbie Spruill 
Kalish, C’97; Sally Brown, C’97; Merrit Kinder Barrow, C’97; Katie 
Cavert, C’97; Kate Littleton, C’97; Catherine Black, C’97; Molly 
Bagwell Colbath, C’97; Anne Osborne Tibbals, C’96; Georgeanne 
Garzon Perrine, C’96; and Kathy Gale Estes Uhlhorn, C’96. Third row: 
Chad Robbins, C’97; Alston Barrow, C’97; K.C. Horne, C’96; Hunter 
Connelly, C’96; John Inman, C’96; Pete Dillon, C’96; Clay Hershey, 
C’96; Lee Vaughan, C’97; Liz Cook Vaughan, C’98; Presh Killebrew, 
C’98; Lydia Blessing Applegate, C’97; and Greg Colbath, C’97.

Lauren Millichap, C’99, and Ted Boehm, C’98, were married in All Saints’ 
Chapel on July 10, 2004. The Rt. Rev. Charles vonRosenberg, C’69, H’00, 
Lauren’s uncle, conducted the ceremony. The reception was held at Rebel’s 
Rest, and many Sewanee alumni attended. The couple lives in New Orleans, La., 
where Ted attends Tulane law school.

ReunionYear
OCTOBeR 6–9
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Drew works for a defense contractor. 
They live in Richmond, Va. Shannon 
“Missy” Sumerell married John 
Edward Spainhour on November 27, 
2004, in Charlotte, N.C. Carden 
Yeiser Simcox was a bridesmaid. 
Missy and John are attorneys in 
Charlotte.

1998
Justin and Jordana Adams, 
C’95, their son George (5), and their 
daughter Philippa (2), announce the 
birth of Beatrix Elizabeth, on Novem-
ber 1, 2004. They live in Nashville, 
Tenn., where Justin works at the firm 
of Trauger, Ney and Tuke. Rachel 
McMillen Grier and her husband, 
Jason, bought a house in Humble, 
Tex. Jason is working towards his 
Ph.D. in Biomedical Science at the 
University of Texas Graduate School 
of Biomedical Science in Houston. 
Rachel currently attends South Texas 
College of Law as a part-time student 
and graduates in May 2006. She 
is a member of the South Texas 
Law Review. Rachel Elizabeth 
Hildebrandt married Jeremy Clifton 
on November 27, 2004. She works 
as a freelance landscape historian 
and exhibition consultant. Jeremy 
is a computer programmer. Gregg 
and Amy Jo Perigo Shepard 
announce 
the birth 
of Eleanor 
Leiden, born 
in Winston-
Salem, N.C., 
on Septem-
ber 5, 2004. 
Gregg is in 
his final year 
of an internal 
medicine residency and will remain 
at Wake Forest University through 
2008 completing a hematology/on-
cology fellowship. Amy is pursuing a 
degree in viticulture and oenology. 
She writes, “Each day Gregg and I 
find a new piece of literature from 
our book collection amassed during 
our time as English majors to share 
with Eleanor.” 

1999
Jamie May joined the business 
practice area of Hahn Loeser and 
Parks L.L.P., focusing on middle 
market businesses and corporate 

and securities law. He was a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Morocco and is 
fluent in Moroccan Arabic. Jamie 
earned his J.D. in 2004 from the 
University of North Carolina. He lives 
in Cleveland Heights, Cleveland, 
Ohio. Rebecca Pitts married 
Brad Bornac in Charleston, S.C., on 
October 9, 2004.

2000
Brian Fiore was promoted and 
appointed to be the Center for Army 
Analysis’s strategic partner to the 
headquarters staff, Department of 
Army, Office of Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Operations in the Pentagon. 
Matt Myers married Edgeley 
Askew at the Darlington Chapel in 
Rome, Ga., on October 30, 2004. 
Robert Rust was a groomsman 
at the ceremony. Matt and Edgeley 
are both graduates of the Walter F. 
George School of Law at Mercer Uni-
versity in Macon, Ga., where they live 
and practice law. Katie Nard lives 
in Atlanta, Ga. She works at Holy 
Innocents’ Episcopal School both 
as a teacher’s aide in kindergarten 
and as assistant director of the HI 
Flyers after-school program. David 
Charles Robb and Cara Eliza-
beth Sanders, C’01, were married 
on October 30, 2004.

2001
Annie Blankenship graduated 
from the University of Tennessee Col-
lege of Law in May and is practicing 
law in both Tennessee and Georgia 
for a litigation firm in Chattanooga. 
Stephen L. Garrett is follow-
ing in the footsteps of Susannah 
Ray. He accepted an invitation to 
serve as a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Madagascar beginning in Febru-
ary. Stephen’s task is preserving 
Madagascar’s incredible biodiversity 
by encouraging sustainable develop-
ment and environmental education. 
You can follow his journey at <www.
madagascarq.blogspot.com>. Wil-
liam Douglas Gregorie IV and 
Charlotte Higgason, C’03, were 
married in All Saints’ Chapel on 
December 18, 2004. William attends 
the University of South Carolina 
School of Medicine. Charlotte is a 
legal assistant at McDowell Law Firm 
in Charleston, S.C. Clarissa Ru-
gaber married Michael Hobson at 

Keith Salazar, C’01, and Jen Berg, C’99, were married at St. Mary’s Retreat 
in Sewanee, Tenn., on May 3, 2003. Back row: P.J. Deschenes, C’00; Will 
Oakes, C’04; Scott Davis, C’04; Courtney Christy Kelly, C’01; Katy 
Shannon, C’99; Sara Atchison, C’03; Dave Helmick, C’00; Brian Fiore, 
C’00; Brett Moldenhauer, C’99; Mirth Stevenson Leflar, C’00; Jen 
Berg, C’99; Keith Salazar, C’01; Larry Cook, C’98; Scottie Pate, C’99; 
Jennie Thornton, C’99; Ryan Bouldin, C’02; Jac Waddey, C’99. Front 
row: Alli Antar, C’99; Maggie Graham, C’99; Clint Fischer, C’96; Ash-
ley Denham, C’99; Tommy Manning, C’99; and Justin Kelly, C’01.

ReunionYear
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Calling Former alley workers

Do you have fond (or foul) memories of working to 
maintain Abbo’s Alley during your student years? 
The Friends of Abbo’s Alley would like to create a 
record of those who worked under Abbo himself, or 
professors puckette, ramseur, Cushman, gooch, or 
others. Write to Louis rice, 170 Texas Ave., Sewanee, 
Tn 37375, or e-mail to <lrice@sewanee.edu>, with 
your name, when you worked in the Alley, and any 
remembrances of days past. The Friends hope 
to share these recollections with you to cause a 
chuckle or tear.
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the Episcopal Church of the Ascen-
sion in Birmingham, Ala., on October 
2, 2004. Mike is a 2001 graduate of 
Trinity University in San Antonio. The 
couple resides in Vestavia Hills, Ala. 
Clarissa is a senior education spe-
cialist with AmSouth Bank, and Mike 
is the director of media relations 
for the Birmingham Barons. Cara 
Elizabeth Sanders and David 
Charles Robb, C’00, were married 
on October 30, 2004.

2002
Price Embree is teaching at an 
elementary school and lives in Parma, 
Ohio. Liz Blewett Harrison lives 
in Fort Riley, 
Kansas, and 
works for 
the Kansas 
Department 
of Wildlife 
and Parks. 
Her son, 
Joseph Ollin, 
is almost two 
years old. Her husband, Joe, a captain 
in the Army, left in January for his 
second yearlong tour of duty in Iraq.

2003
Charlotte Higgason and William 
Douglas Gregorie IV, C’01, were 
married in All Saints’ Chapel on De-
cember 18, 2004. William attends the 
University of South Carolina School 
of Medicine. Charlotte is a legal as-
sistant at McDowell Law Firm 
in Charleston, S.C. Joseph Kasl is 
attending law school at Case Western 
Reserve University. Lo Somel is a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Morocco. 
She wrote in early December 2004, 
“I am in Ain Chaib. It’s my first full 
day and it’s great. I have my work 
cut out for me with the women at 
the nedi. I’m thinking about starting 
an aerobics class in the mornings 
for women who have time and want 
to come. They need lots of help with 
actual business management and 

Clarissa Rugaber, 
C’01, married Michael 
Hobson at the Episcopal 
Church of the Ascension 
in Birmingham, Ala., on 
October 2, 2004. First 
row: Sidney Short, 
C’01; Elizabeth Wat-
kins, C’02; Clarissa 
Rugaber Hobson, 
C’01; Michael Hobson; 
Megan Kime, C’01; 
and Vickie Cogan, 
C’01. Second row: Caro-
line Alcazar, C’01; 
Kathleen Schmidt, 
C’01; Katy Hender-
son, C’01; and Caroline 
Barran. Third row: Justin Kelly, C’01; Courtney Christy Kelly, C’01; 
Betsy Davis, C’01; and Julia Vanlerberghe, C’01.

ideas about where to sell their goods. 
I anticipate some product innovation. 
If anyone knows of any good sewing, 
knitting, clothes making Web sites 
or books, send them my way!” Her 
e-mail address is <losomel@hotmail.
com>. Neil Veilleux is a Fulbright 
Scholar in Nuremberg, Germany, 
teaching English at two local high 
schools. He also attends a local 
university and lives in an interna-
tional dorm. Each month a group of 
students gather for a home-cooked 
meal representative of that particular 
student’s home country. Neil prepared 
a Thanksgiving dinner consisting 
of turkey, stuffing, carrot casserole, 
green-bean casserole, cranberry 
sauce, herbed-mashed potatoes, 
pecan-pie (or what had to suffice in 
Germany), and pineapple dump cake 
for 10 guests from the U.S., France, 
Poland, and Italy. His Italian friend 
remarked, “I had no idea that America 
had so much culture.”

2004
Chase Milner completed the New 
Zealand Nature Program with the 
Global Volunteer Network in January. 
Chase worked on various projects with 
the G.V.N., including the removal of 
the non-indigenous weed Medicago 
aborea from the Eastbourne Dunes, 
a fur seal study, and the planting of 
native trees in Otari-Wilton Bush, 
New Zealand’s only botanical garden 
dedicated solely to native plants. 
He writes, “A Maori chiefdom has 
presented this program with the name 
of Nga Kaitiaki (the caretakers or 
guardians), which is a very special 
honor that few groups hold.”

Sarah Shellman, Kasey Montgomery, Melissa Habel, and Rachel 
Stephens, all C’02, came from Georgia, Mississippi, Washington, D.C, and 
Iowa to reunite in January 2005 at Treasure Beach, Jamaica.

Sewanee SUMMeR SeMInaR 
Session One: June 20-24
Session Two: July 4-8

Enjoy Sewanee in the summer and stretch your brain a little! 
Join us for either session as Sam Williamson, Tam Carlson, 
Gerald Smith, and two more of Sewanee’s finest professors 
offer lectures and discussions about topics ranging from the 
novel Plainsong to rural regional architecture to notable suc-
cesses and failures in U.S. foreign policy. We’re housed in 
air-conditioned Humphreys Hall, just down the street from 
our meeting space in the Bishop’s Common. Contact Profes-
sor Bran Potter, program director, for additional details at 
<bpotter@sewanee.edu> or (931) 598-1479.
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in memoriamin MeMoriaM

Robert A. Holloway Sr., C’36, of 
Baton Rouge, La., died on December 
20, 2004. Holloway was a member 
of the Kappa Sigma fraternity at 
Sewanee and received the John G. 
Tower Kappa Sigma Distinguished 
Alumnus Award in 2002. He worked 
for a brief time in Washington, D.C., 
until employment took him to Dallas. 
He served as director of personnel 
for the department of agriculture 
in Texas until moving back to his 
birthplace of Baton Rouge, where 
he dedicated himself to real-estate 
education, legislation, and service. 
He was a member of the First United 
Methodist Church, where he had 
served on the board of stewards, 
the administrative committee, the 
finance committee, and a special 
group that researched a Method-
ist retirement community. Holloway 
was the 1972 Louisiana Realtor of 
the Year, and was the recipient of 
the National Association of Realtors 
Distinguished Service Award.

Robert Emmet Gribbin II, 
C’37, of Tuscaloosa, Ala., died on 
December 3, 2004. A loyal son of 
the University, he maintained many 
Sewanee connections throughout 
his life. His father, the Rt. Rev. Robert 
Gribbin, bishop of Western North 
Carolina, was a trustee. Gribbin 
visited the Mountain on many occa-
sions, encouraged countless young 
people to enroll, and gave books 
from his theological collection to the 
University library. His great-great aunt 
was Charlotte Manigault, for whom 
the park in front of St. Luke’s Hall is 
named. Gribbin served as Episco-
pal chaplain for the University of 
Alabama for 19 years, during which 
time he faced the crisis following 
the university’s enrollment of its first 
black students. Gribbin stood strong 
even when a cross was burned in 
front of his church. He was honored 
during the commemoration of the 
40th anniversary of Vivian Malone 
Jones’ and James Hood’s enrollment.  
Survivors include his son, Robert 
E. Gribbin III, C’68, and nephew, 
Fred Bowen Northup, C’68. 

James Boatwright Jr., C’44, of 
Johnston, S.C., died on November 9, 
2004. He was a World War II veteran, 
a member of the American Legion 
Post Number 13, the Johnston Ser-
toma Club, and the Johnston United 
Methodist Church. Survivors include 
his wife, Eddie Boatwright.

Roy Thomas Strainge, C’45, of 
Pompano Beach, Fla., died on Sep-
tember 20, 2004. He was a graduate 
of the General Theological Seminary. 
Much of his life as a priest was spent 
in Florida.

Ray Hert Averett Jr., C’49, of Bir-
mingham, Ala., died on February 14, 
2004. He was a graduate of Virginia 
Theological Seminary and served 
the dioceses of Alabama, Atlanta, 
Maryland, and Connecticut. 

Wayne Talmage Jervis Jr., C’50, 
of Monteagle, Tenn., and Los Angeles, 
Calif., died on January 18, 2005. 
After graduating from Sewanee, Jer-
vis received his master’s of business 
from the University of Chicago. After 
serving in the United States Navy, 
he founded Jervismark and made 
significant strides in the development 
of statistical analysis as a busi-
ness tool. He was a philanthropist, 
donating frequently to charities and 
serving non-profit organizations. Sur-
vivors include his wife of 37 years, 
Ruth Grace Jervis, and his brother, 
Oliver Jervis, C’57.

Lester Moore, C’50, of Nashville, 
Tenn., died on November 10, 2004. 
Moore had been an entrepreneur in 
the alarm industry since the 1960s, 
and was the owner and operator of 
AAA Alarms. He was honored by the 
Nashville Independent Alarm As-
sociation in 2000 as Man of the Year.  

Robert Joseph Nejdl, C’50, of 
Long Beach, Calif., died on Decem-
ber 8, 2004. He served in World War 
II, the Army Corps of Engineers, and 
the Air Force Reserves. Nejdl received 
a medical degree from the University 
of Illinois in 1953, which he followed 
with a long and distinguished career 
as a surgeon. He was a petitioner in 
a landmark 1983 appellate court 
decision that established the rights 
of terminally ill patients. Survivors 
include his wife of 50 years, Mary.

Ogden Robertson, C’52, of 
Houston, Tex., died on December 24, 
2004. He was a member of the Phi 
Gamma Delta fraternity at Sewanee. 
After graduating, he joined the U.S. 
Navy and served in the Korean Con-
flict on the U.S.S. New Jersey. He 
was editor of the ship’s newspaper. 
After leaving the Navy, he partnered 
with L. Blaine Hickey in the formation 
of the commercial photography com-
pany Hickey-Robertson. Robertson 
traveled around the world for the next 
40 years, photographing fine art and 
architecture for publishers. 

Alexander Gilchrist, C’54, of 
Columbia, S.C., died on January 8, 
2005. He received his library science 
degree from the University of Ken-
tucky, which led to his teaching Latin 
at the Lexington School, and becom-
ing a member of the U.K. faculty as 
a librarian. In 1981, he accepted a 
position with the University of South 
Carolina Library, where he remained 
until his death.

Charles Tomlinson, C’54, of 
Florence, Ala., died on December 
28, 2004. After graduating from 
Sewanee, he entered the U.S. Air 
Force, and was assigned to Sacra-
mento, Calif., after completing flight 
school. He returned to Alabama 
afterwards, and began a career in 
forestry. Tomlinson was inducted into 
the Alabama Foresters’ Hall of Fame 
by the Society of American Foresters. 
He was the author of A View From 
My Stump and numerous articles 
concerning forestry. 

John Keck, C’61, of Warren, Tex., 
died on July 3, 2004.

Guy Randolph Usher, C’63, of 
Eau Claire, Wis., died on October 22, 
2004. Usher was ordained in 1966 
and served congregations in Texas 
and Wisconsin. Survivors include his 
wife, Evelyn.

Timothy David Strohl, C’67, of 
Lexington, Ky., died on December 
10, 2004. He was a member of 
the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity at 
Sewanee. Strohl was a past presi-
dent of the Lexington Rotary Club. 
He was also active in the Dry Stone 
Conservancy, the Living Arts and Sci-
ence Center, and the Kentucky Horse 
Park Foundation.

Ann Neave Scott Suchak, C’82, 
of Jacksonville, Fla., died on Decem-
ber 14, 2003. She was a founding 
member of Alpha Delta Theta sorority 
at Sewanee. She was a homemaker 
and a member of St. Mark’s Episco-
pal Church, where she was a mem-
ber of the steering committee. Every 
year, she vacationed with a large 
group of Sewanee alumni from the 
class of 1982. Her greatest joys were 
her husband, John; her son, Stan; 
and her extended family of friends.

Kimra Anderson Graves, C’86, 
of Newton, Mass., died on Decem-
ber 31, 2004. Kimra co-founded 
the Sewanee Club of New England 
with Gresh Lattimore, C’64, who 
writes: “We will truly miss her bright 
humor, her ready smile, and her 
enthusiasm for Sewanee. She was 
a dear friend.” Survivors include her 
husband, Steve.
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afterword

As I look over my shoulder, I see the shadow 
of my own hand stretched out over the dirt, 
and the shadow of her hand, half the size, 
reaching for mine. Her name is Diana, she 
is 10 years old, and she does not know how 
to write her name.

I got to know her bright smile when I be-
gan visiting the city garbage dump in Quito, 
Ecuador. That is where she lives, with all of 
her six brothers and sisters, mom and dad. 
My official job for Mundo Juvenil (Youth 
World) in Quito is to train and equip na-
tional youth leaders, but from time to time 
I put on my group-organizer hat, roll up 
my sleeves, and get in the trenches as teams 
of youths or adults from the United States 
come to Ecuador to serve and to learn.

That idea of serving and learning, giv-
ing and receiving, the two hands extended 
toward one another, is something that I 
learned from one Mr. Dixon Myers. He 
is the head of the Outreach Program at 
Sewanee and my first mentor in what is 
now my career, missions. I hope every 
Sewanee student of recent vintage has spent 
an afternoon in the right-hand hallway of 

the Bishop’s Common, laughing, talking, 
and learning from this outrageous servant 
of God.

But now the BC is thousands of miles 
away; how to make sense of my life here? 
No longer do I breeze in to the dining hall 
and graze on the salad bar for three hours 
as I hop from table to table, visiting friends. 
Today’s buffet in Quito is a pile of refuse 
that people literally sift through to find 
something to eat. 

Nearby, I see a one-year-old child and 
three-year-old child sitting in a cardboard 
box, stranded among old newspaper and 
plastic bags. They are too small to escape 
if danger threatened. Where is the logic 
in that? 

And how to make sense of the barefoot 
woman, only four feet tall, leaning against 
our bus with surprise and gratitude in her 
eyes? She appears to be in her 70s, which 
probably means she is around 50. One of 
the volunteers, David, gave her a plastic 
baggie of water — water from a garden hose, 
transported in huge, dirty containers. We 
gringos are prohibited to drink this water 

a Day at the Dump, 
Quito, ecuador
By Cameron Graham, C’95
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because we would get sick from it, but to 
her it is a gift of life.

Shannon, another volunteer, hands a 
coloring book and a pack of crayons to a 
five-year-old boy. He stares at her blankly. 
She stares back. Then she realizes that he has 
never seen crayons before, and she shows 
him how to color. Light spreads across his 
face, and soon our bus is taken over by chil-
dren, kneeling on the floor and using the 
seats as tables. They are all coloring.

Then there is Sylvia, the slightly retarded 
woman whom I lead from her “house,” 
constructed of wooden pallets and card-
board, to get her hair washed and cut at the 
bus. When we are ready to leave, I realize 
that she is still standing by the bus, only 
because she could not find her way back 
home without help. As I guide her back 
to her house, she tells me about her four 
children. Where are they now, I wonder.

I have an empty envelope in my pocket 
that I need to throw away. “Where is the 
trash?”, I ask, and the bus driver laughs. 
Out there, he points. But I cannot just 
throw this piece of paper on the ground. I 
want to put it in the trash can, so it can be 
emptied into a bag that is put on the street, 
so it can go in a truck, so it can come back 
to the place I am standing. That way, I won’t 
be the one to put it here and watch some-
one pick it up and see $1,000 marked on 
the front of it. That’s what that this piece 
of trash held — $1,000 that is all but gone 
after three days of restaurant meals for the 
American volunteers.

But then I turn around and look out-
side the bus. There are the garbage trucks, 
continually coming like an army of ants 
marching in single file. 

It is an image I have seen before. My first 
experience ministering in a garbage dump 
was in Rivertown, a section of Kingston, 
Jamaica. Some of you have been there and 
know exactly of what I am speaking, because 
like me, you traveled there with Dixon on 
one of the spring break outreach trips that 
he initiated in 1990. I was in one of those 
groups in 1993.

Although we knew we were going to the 
Kingston garbage dump, it did not dawn 
on us that the place was actually composed 
of garbage. We tried to help by picking up 
pieces of plastic, but we only unearthed 
more with each piece we extracted. Our 
hosts came running, yelling, “STOP! 
STOP!” Because the entire community 
was built on compressed trash, “cleaning 
it up” was actually only making it worse. 
Dixon just nodded, let us learn and grow, 
and then fearlessly led us onward. 

One of the vivid images in my mind 
from that outreach trip is of Dixon car-
rying a young child as he walked between 
mountains of junk and garbage, with the 
underbelly of a dump truck turned on its 
side as a backdrop. I dwell on that image 
today back at the dump in Quito. I don’t 
want to be here. I don’t want to learn any 
more names of the people who live here. 
I don’t want them to be real. But I am a 
leader; and, just like Dixon, I have to blaze 
the trail off the bus and show the group what 
to do and where to go. I can’t be afraid. I 
can’t be grossed out. When the pools of 

refuse boil up, I have to go there and show 
the way — just like he did.

So, thank you, Dixon, and thank you, 
Sewanee, for valuing the Outreach Pro-
gram. I would rather know than not know, 
although I certainly prefer the dining 
hall’s buffet to this one. But thank you for 
teaching me the value of reaching out to 
those around me, of respecting the dig-
nity of every human being, and of being 
open not just to giving, but to receiving. 
I think I have so much to give, but I have 
even more to learn from those who I would 
have considered my inferiors. In all of my 
Sewanee education, I am glad I did not miss 
that lesson. 

Cameron Graham, C’95, has been a missionary with 
Mundo Juvenil (Youth World) in Quito, Ecuador, since 
April 2002. Mundo Juvenil is an international and 

interdenominational organization 
that focuses on leadership develop-
ment, primarily with young people 
and youth leaders. Sewanee’s third 
outreach trip to Quito took place 
during spring break 2005. 
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On thIS Page: gailor hall — yes, this is the former 
dining hall — has undergone a mighty metamorphosis over 
the past year. entering the giant maw of a front door, you 
find the impressive Francis and natalie holmes atrium. 
Straight ahead is the Stamler Center, with offices for  
the Sewanee Writers’ Conference and The Sewanee Review. the 
building also houses classrooms and offices for 40 faculty and 
staff, a few of whom gathered for this photo in July. Left to right: 
Doug Seiters and Chris McDonough, classics; Ruth Sánchez 
Imizcoz, Spanish; Virginia Craighill and Dale Richardson, 
english; Leslie Richardson, Italian; John and elizabeth 
grammer, english; Cheri Peters, Sewanee Writers’ Conference; 
and george Poe, French. Photo by Woodrow Blettel. 

On the COVeR: Jim Peters, philosophy professor and bird 
watcher, photographed this barred owl on Lake eva Road in Sewanee 
on January 1, 2005. 
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vice chancellor’s corner

Dear Sewanee alumni and Friends,

as I write, Sewanee has just finished its spectacular celebration of the Fourth of July, the much-loved 
Sewanee Seminar is well underway, the splendid Sewanee Summer Music Festival is at its midpoint, and the 
world-famous Sewanee Writers’ Conference is about to begin. With these and many other great programs, 
including the summer sessions of the College and the School of theology, it is hard to imagine a richer mix 
of camaraderie, beauty, and intellectual life.

the last few days before the start of the Writers’ Conference find me staying up later than usual, reading 
books by many of the authors, playwrights, and poets who will be on the Mountain shortly. I will not manage 
to finish all that I begin, but it is a rich feast nonetheless. 

I suspect that many of you, like me, imagine writing fiction or poetry yourself. Such moments of envy and 
ambition occur often as I read the work of outstanding exemplars like alice McDermott, tony earley, and 
Julia glass and then listen to them read and reflect on their craft. When I listen to their “craft lectures,” I 
find myself cataloging experiences that might inspire my own writing someday, and I am particularly drawn 
to memories of times of deep feeling and strong emotions, when values have been tested.

For example, I have sketched in my mind a story or two based somewhat on my participation in the ad-
ministration of Sewanee’s honor code. as most of you know well, the University of the South has a firm and 
longstanding commitment to its student-run honor code. a high point in Sewanee students’ first few days 
on the Mountain is the moving honor code signing ceremony in all Saints’ Chapel, and no student election 
is taken more seriously than that of the ten members of the honor Council each year.

the code obliges students to live honorably; not to lie or cheat or steal; and to report any cheating that comes 
to their knowledge. the honor Council is charged with investigating and adjudicating possible violations. 
the vice chancellor’s role is to consider any appeals of the decisions of the council, and in each of the last five 
years, a small number of cases have come to me. the chairs of the council in these years have been graham 
Walker (2000–01), Martha Bomar (2001–02), Jameel Clark (2002–03), John thomas (2003–04), and 
Polly Bibb (2004–05). each of them has served with great dedication, and it has been a special privilege for 
me to work with them and their colleagues on the council. 

Of course, any fiction that might arise from this source would have to vary considerably from the actual 
events, because the code requires all of us involved to maintain strict confidentiality, but these experiences 
so vividly reflect the values and emotions of individuals and families that they deserve the skillful telling 
that Sewanee Writers’ Conference authors could provide. the stories could recount the painful effects on 
friendships that arise from one student’s dutiful reporting of apparent plagiarism by another, the complex 
role of parents, the choices between confession and contention, and the emotional burdens of confronting 
difficult truth, and, happily, the successful lives of students who have returned and thrived after having been 
disciplined. 

In my close view of the work of the honor Council, I have been deeply impressed by its members’ deep 
concern for each individual and their steady commitment to honor and fairness. I have not agreed with all 
their conclusions, but I have always respected their thoughtful care and diligence. the honor code is a clear 
manifestation of the University of the South’s special character, its devotion to integrity, and the confidence 
Sewanee places in its students.

all of us who love the University have many reasons to be thankful, and high among them is Sewanee’s 
honor code, which is at its heart a tool for education in character. I would love to see something of that great 
story captured in literary amber.
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viewpoints

write to us
We welcome letters. Letters should refer to material published in the magazine 
and include the writer’s full name, address, and telephone number. The editor 
reserves the right to determine the suitability of letters for publication and to 
edit them for accuracy and length. Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the University.

Write to: Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine, Office of Communications,  
735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
E-mail: lbarlame@sewanee.edu

write to us

Letters to the Editor

soul-shaping moments
thank you for the issue on “the Sewanee Call” and particularly the 
essay “at home in the Fog” (Spring 2005). Many of the experiences 
Dr. Michael so eloquently described hit home for me — discovering 
Blake and Wordsworth in ted Stirling’s class and Camus in Jim 
Clayton’s, finding a spiritual center in all Saints’ Chapel with the 
guidance of Chaplain Sam Lloyd, and later, trudging through the 
grey cold to the cemetery at Dr. Stirling’s funeral. (even now, when 
I think of Wordsworth’s “Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting,” 
it is in his voice.) I had not forgotten these soul-shaping moments, 
but Dr. Michael’s piece, and several others in the issue, brought 
back their profound significance with grace and clarity. 

PaIge P. PaRVIn, C’93 
Atlanta, Georgia

“radical hospitality”: two views
I was interested to read this bit of news from the vice chancellor’s 
letter (Winter 2005): “In its 2003 report, the School of theology 
Visiting Committee urged that we at Sewanee need to engage in 
radical hospitality: welcoming graciously people of widely differing 
backgrounds and views and being intensely hospitable to all. this 
advice is not easy to follow. as recent developments in both the 
worldwide anglican Communion and the american political scene 
remind us all too well, we human beings are prone more to angry 
denunciation of those with whom we disagree than to hospitably 
welcoming and listening to them.” 

I am not inclined to angrily denounce the vice chancellor, but 
I would suggest that recent developments in the anglican Com-
munion teach us that “radical hospitality” actually functions not to 
facilitate true hospitality, but to subvert, sideline, and ultimately 
overturn the church’s teaching on any number of issues. the real 
problem we have faced within eCUSa, or the anglican Com-
munion, or even at Sewanee is radical and undisciplined change, 
imposed with increasingly tyrannical force, which is brought by the 
trojan horse of what is promoted as “radical hospitality.” 

the ReV. CanOn BRaDLey t. Page, t’94 
Tallahassee, Florida 

I was very encouraged by several items in the Winter 2005 issue of 
Sewanee magazine, especially the vice chancellor’s comments, the 
write-up on Cornel West’s visit, and the Founders’ Day address by 
talbot D’alemberte. 

My husband, the Rev. Joseph n. green Jr., and his cousin, the 
Rev. William F. O’neal, attended the summer School of theology 
and were its first black graduates, receiving master’s degrees in 1965. 
In this time of turmoil for Black americans, they faced overt and 
covert shades of non-acceptance, discomfort and inhospitality from 
some while at Sewanee. 

that is why I was glad to read the vice chancellor’s views and de-

lighted to hear of the recommendation of the School of theology 
Visiting Committee that Sewanee should engage in radical hospital-
ity. Indeed, it was the radical hospitality of such individuals as Dr. 
Massey Shepherd, Dr. David Collins, the Rev. David yates, and 
some of the faculty and student body of the School of theology that 
made it bearable for us during my husband’s tenure at Sewanee. Mr. 
D’alemberte’s address helps to identify the paradox my husband 
and his cousin faced at Sewanee. his call for Sewanee to “open its 
eyes and look at the injustices around us” brought hope to me. 

eVeLyn gRant gReen
Norfolk, Virginia

breaking sewanee stereotypes
a new day is coming! Sewanee has a new dean of the college who is 
committed to recruiting more international students and american 
students from outside of the South. It has a young faculty who have 
exciting teaching and research interests and have invited important 
intellectuals such as Cornel West to give thought-provoking and 
inspiring lectures. now is the time to break down stereotypes out-
side of the South that Sewanee is a bastion of right-wing thought, 
and consequently that students with different social and political 
views would not feel comfortable there. 

Recently, one of my former classmates asked what I got out of 
Sewanee. I said that the two lasting influences from my Sewanee 
years are andrew Lytle, editor of The Sewanee Review, and Myles 
horton, director of the highlander Folk School. that might seem 
contradictory now, but it wasn’t when I was a student at Sewanee.

nORMan a. SPenCeR, C’64 /’65
New York , New York

Kudos for bishop robinson
I want to say how proud I am of the appointment of V. gene Rob-
inson, C’69, as bishop of new hampshire recently. he serves as 
an inspiration to all people to live freely and honestly. the younger 
generation is fortunate to have such a role model. Wish that those 
in my generation had had someone to let us know that it is all right 
to be who we honestly are!

JaMeS eLyWIn gIPSOn, C’66 
Sewanee, Tennessee
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on the mountainon the Mountain

Pearigen named vice president for university relations

after 18 years as Sewanee’s dean of students, Rob 
Pearigen, C’76, has been appointed vice president for 
university relations. Pearigen succeeds tommy Bon-
ner, who accepted a similar post at Macalester College 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

In his new role, Pearigen oversees alumni relations, 
development, capital giving, and communications and 
marketing. he also will be responsible for the Sewanee 
Call campaign, a $180 million fundraising effort that 
had garnered $113.5 million as of June 1.

“Dean Pearigen’s rich Sewanee experience and great 
personal strengths made his appointment the clear choice for the University,” 
said Vice Chancellor Cunningham. “he has served this institution with distinc-
tion; he is enthusiastic about this personal and professional opportunity; and 
his ability to move directly into the new role will serve the University well at this 
critical point in the Sewanee Call campaign.”

“It has been a joy and privilege to serve as a dean of students for the past 18 
years,” said Pearigen, who holds a doctorate from Duke University and also serves 
the University as an associate professor of political science. “I’m now truly excited 
about the opportunity to serve the mission and ministry of my alma mater in a 
new and different way.”

Fascinated since his 
childhood by art, lan-
guage, and cultural ex-
change, andrew Doak, 
C’05, has received a 
Fulbright grant that 
will allow him to pur-
sue all of these interests 
for the next year in Dusseldorf, germany.

a german and art double major, Doak 
plans to teach english at a high school while 
also developing a multimedia art exhibit 
about the changing german identity. 

“When I spent a year in hamburg, 
germany in 2002-2003,” he says, “I was 
fascinated by the variety of backgrounds that 
my friends came from. the social landscape 
was undergoing dramatic changes, and the 
‘german’ identity is morphing. not only 
does it consist of second- and third-genera-
tion offspring of immigrant workers, many 
of whom married germans, but also of a 
newer generation of immigrants and stu-
dents from all over europe and elsewhere.”

346 new alumni commence life beyond the gates

Fulbright recipient to study 
German identity

Andrew Doak, C’05

at commencement exercises on May 13 and 
15, the University awarded 292 bachelor’s 
degrees and 54 graduate degrees in divin-
ity, theology, and ministry. 

among the new graduates were Matt 
Martelli, Sewanee’s 25th nCaa post-
graduate scholar, and andrew Doak, who 
received a Fulbright Scholarship. Class 
valedictorian was Katharine Wilkinson, 
while the salutatorian was Claire nicoll.

“John Donne has said that a university 
should ideally be a hortus conclusus, or an 
enclosed garden — a description that suits 
Sewanee quite well, as it is a place protected 
enough for learning to occur, but wild 
enough to challenge and inspire,” said 
Wilkinson.

“Sewanee is what gets under your skin, it 
is what makes you yearn for this place when 
you are away,” she said. “and beginning 
tomorrow we have much Sewanee yearn-
ing to do, but I suspect we may be in luck. 

Because Sewanee finds 
its life in the people, 
in the relationships, 
in some sense, we can 
make Sewanee wherever 
we go.”

also at the college 
ceremony, Doug Wil-
liams, C’81, associate 
professor of economics, 
was named the Frank W. 
Wilson Professor of Political economy. 
established by the tonya Memorial Foun-
dation of Chattanooga, tennessee, in 1985, 
this chair honors the memory of Frank W. 
Wilson, who served as federal district judge 
of the eastern District of tennessee until 
his death in 1982.

During the seminary’s commencement 
service, honorary degrees were awarded to 
Porter taylor, t’93, bishop of the epis-
copal Diocese of Western north Carolina; 

James hefner, president of tennessee 
State University; allan Parrent, former 
interim dean at the School of theology; 
and Barbara Brown taylor, the harry R. 
Butman Chair in Religion and Philosophy 
at Piedmont College.

to read the full text of Wilkinson’s talk, 
please visit the news and information page 
on Sewanee’s new Web site, <http://www2.
sewanee.edu/communications>, then click 
on “Sewanee talks.” 



An Exemplary 
University 

Sewanee is one of 
20 colleges and 
universities fea-
tured in Student 
Success in College: 
Creating Conditions 
That Matter by 
george D. Kuh, 
Jillian Kinzie, et 
al (Jossey-Bass, 2005). the book is 
based on a two-year study, Documenting 
effective educational Practice (DeeP), 
and describes the schools’ policies, pro-
grams, and practices that enhance student 
achievement. the project is an outgrowth 
of the national Survey of Student engage-
ment, in which Sewanee annually receives 
high marks. 

“engagement is a way of life at Sewanee,” 
the authors write. “It is a small, intimate 
community with a clear sense of purpose, 
coherent values, and a collegial atmosphere. 
Students and faculty members share a 
‘moral obligation’ to make Sewanee an in-
tense, rigorous academic experience.” 

Watch out, Bread Loaf. here comes 
Sewanee. 

Beginning in the summer of 2006, the 
University will launch the Sewanee School 
of Letters to offer master’s degrees in eng-
lish and american literature and a Master 
of Fine arts in creative writing. 

John grammer, associate professor of 
english, will serve as the school’s first direc-
tor. “It appears to us that there is substantial 
demand for a program like the School of 
Letters, particularly in the Southeast,” says 
grammer. “Once we reach these prospec-
tive students, we think we can persuade 
them that we offer an attractive alternative 
to our competitors, such as the Bread Loaf 
School of english operated by Middlebury 
College and summer schools offered by 
graduate-level institutions in our region.”

grammer expects that secondary school 
teachers wishing to earn master’s degrees will 
be the new school’s key constituents; but it is 
meant for anybody interested in the rigorous 
study of literature and creative writing.

In selecting the faculty and developing 
the curriculum, the school will draw on 

Sewanee to launch School of Letters next summer

Sewanee’s considerable literary resources 
— the Sewanee Writers’ Conference; The 
Sewanee Review; and proceeds from the copy-
rights to tennessee Williams’ body of work. 
the arthur Vining Davis Foundation has 
also provided a $150,000 grant to help with 
the program’s start-up costs.

Students will take two classes per sum-
mer, and degree requirements will comprise 
ten courses without a thesis or eight courses 
with a thesis.

“Bread Loaf’s success and expansion tell 
us that some high school teachers of english 
seek this kind of program over those located 
close to home,” says Rita Kipp, dean of the 
college. “they want to study with renowned 
scholars and they welcome a reprieve from 
mundane, domestic distractions so as to 
better focus on the learning. Sewanee’s 
classic stone buildings, its stately campus, 
and the breathtaking views nearby will offer 
that reprieve.”

application materials will be available 
in September. Contact John grammer at 
931.598.1483 or <jgrammer@sewanee.
edu> for information.

scientific sewanee: Students from anthropol-
ogy, biology, chemistry, computer science, forestry, 
geology, mathematics, physics, and psychology pre-
sented nearly 50 posters about their research projects 
at the annual spring conference held in Convocation 
Hall. The research ranged from class projects to 
multi-year studies such as senior Jeremy Anthony’s 
investigation of nuclear channels in certain cancer 
cells (below), directed by John Palisano, professor 
of biology. Anthony’s presentation won first place 
at the Annual Collegiate Meeting of the Tennessee 
Academy of Science in April. 
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on the mountainon the Mountain

John Scott, C’66, has been 
elected chair of the University’s 
Board of Regents, succeeding 
nicholas Babson, C’68. 

a resident of arlington 
heights, Illinois, Scott retired 
in 2000 as chairman, presi-
dent, and chief executive officer 
of the Kemper Life Insurance 
Companies. he has served as 
a regent for four years and says 
he has enjoyed participating in 
University planning and helping Sewanee 
face challenges. “It has been a fascinating 
experience, and it’s great to get back in 
touch with this wonderful place,” he said. 

as chair, Scott will be joined by six new 
members of the Board of Regents, elected 
during the annual meeting of the Univer-
sity’s Board of trustees, May 5–7. 

J. neil alexander, h’02, bishop of 
the episcopal Diocese of atlanta, was 
elected regent episcopate. Before his elec-
tion as bishop of atlanta, he taught at the 
University’s School of theology as well as 
at the general theological Seminary in 
new york City. 

Luis Leon, C’71, h’99, was elected 
regent presbyter. he is rector of St. John’s 
Church in Washington, D.C., and previ-
ously served parishes in north Carolina, 
new Jersey, and Delaware. 

Walter Merrill, C’70, was elected lay 
regent. he is the John B. Flege Jr., M.D., 
Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery and 
chief of the Cardiothoracic Surgery Section 
at the University of Cincinnati Medical 
School. he held a similar post at Vanderbilt 
University before moving to Cincinnati 
in 2002. 

Martha Willis, C’82, also was elected a 
lay regent. She is executive vice president at 
Fidelity Investments Institutional Services 
Company in Boston and is a member of 
Sewanee’s investment committee. 

norma Mills, h’97, was elected to fill 
a one-year term. She previously served as 
a regent from 1986 to 1992 and, with her 
husband, Olan, established the norma 

Building projects improve 
teaching and living spaces

On the Domain this summer, it appears 
that Sewanee angels with halos have been 
replaced by Sewanee construction workers 
wearing hard hats. St. Luke’s hall, Cannon, 
Courts, and gailor are all in various stages 
of renovation, while construction proceeds 
on the nabit art Building. 

nabit is expected to be completed by the 
end of September and dedicated on Octo-
ber 7, during homecoming weekend. St. 
Luke’s is being transformed from a mostly 
academic building into a 103-bed dormi-
tory, a project that began June 15 and will 
continue until august 2006. according 
to Marvin Pate, director of Physical Plant 
Services, Cannon and Courts are receiving 
a “face lift” that will include new plumbing, 
lights, a sprinkler system, fresh paint, and 
new carpets. 

While the improvements to the dormi-
tories are a work in progress, gailor was 
ready on May 25 for 40 faculty in literature 
and languages, plus the staff of The Sewanee 
Review and the Sewanee Writers’ Confer-
ence, to move in to their new offices (see 
the table of contents page in this magazine 
for a photo). the remaining summer 
months are being spent preparing the 
classrooms for the students’ arrival in the 
fall. gailor will be dedicated on Founders’ 
Day, October 11.

Seniors preview life  
after graduation

as the senior year approaches, Sewanee 
students — perhaps reluctantly — begin 
to think about life after college. to help 
with the transition, the alumni Office 
introduced the Senior alumni Leader-
ship Council (SaLC) last year. Led by Jay 
Fisher, C’79, executive director of the as-
sociated alumni, the board of 35 seniors 
met throughout the year to learn about 
the University and its nationwide alumni 
network. 

John Scott, C’66

and Olan Mills Professorship 
of Divinity at the School of 
theology. She has served the 
University in many other vol-
unteer capacities. 

Philip M. Duncan II, h’02, 
bishop of the episcopal Diocese 
of the Central gulf Coast, was 
elected to fill a vacancy created 
by the resignation of Bishop 
Duncan gray III. he was elected 
a clerical trustee from his dio-

cese in 2001 and also serves as a trustee for 
the general theological Seminary.

Board of Regents elects new chair and adds new members Prize-winning series covers 
Sewanee family tragedy

One Sewanee family’s tragedy has contribut-
ed to a Pulitzer-Prize-winning series about 
safety problems at railroad crossings. 

Walt Bogdanich of the New York Times re-
ceived the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for national 
reporting for “Death on the tracks,” a se-
ries that revealed that some major railroad 
companies sidestepped responsibility for 
grade-crossing fatalities, and that govern-
ment oversight of railroads was ineffective. 
One article reported on the death of hilary 
Feaster, daughter of Maryellen McCone, a 
registered nurse with the University health 
Service, and norman Feaster, C’66. In 
1997, during hilary’s senior year at tul-
lahoma high School, she was killed by a 
CSX freight train at a railroad crossing near 
Decherd, tennessee. 

“[Bogdanich] did an incredible job with 
all of the information,” says McCone. “he 
was very complete, very detailed, and very 
careful to check all of the facts. he got both 
sides of the situation. he was totally on top 
of everything.”  

McCone is part of a state task force on 
railroad crossing safety. an annual scholar-
ship for a tullahoma high School senior 
honors hilary’s memory. 

the story about hilary Feaster, which 
originally ran in the New York Times on July 
12, 2004, and the rest of the “Death on 
the tracks” series is available at <www.
pulitzer.org>.
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sewanee scouting: In the spring, 19 seniors in the Department of Forestry and Geology created a management plan for the 2,400-acre Skymont Boy Scout 
Reservation, located near Altamont on the Cumberland Plateau. For academic credit, the students solved environmental problems such as erosion at camp sites; mapped 
the trails, roads, and boundaries of the reservation; and developed educational programs allowing the scouts to earn geology and forestry merit badges onsite. Above, 
Krista Mondelli, Matt Moldenhauer, and Lucy Parham take a GPS reading at Signature Rock along the camp’s perimeter trail.

art major Leah Burchfield found that 
SaLC helped her discover new things about 
her soon-to-be alma mater.

“as a legacy, I’ve known about Sewanee 
all my life, but SaLC offered different 
glances into life on campus and beyond the 
gates,” said Burchfield. “It gave us a chance 
to spend time with fellow seniors while also 
getting to know alums and staff.”

the entire council met for four dinner 
discussions, each geared toward differ-
ent themes. In September, for instance, 
participants reviewed the University’s In-
tegrated Marketing Report. 

SaLC members then divided into 
smaller focus groups to plan senior events 
and help with activities for the offices of ad-
mission and Career Services. the Career 
Services Committee, for example, helped 
organize and run the first annual Beyond 
the gates: Planning for Life and Work af-
ter Sewanee, a weekend conference about 
networking and job searching designed for 
juniors and seniors.

the Senior gift Committee, co-chaired 
by Meg King and Matthew Shearon, raised 
awareness about the importance for new 
graduates to keep Sewanee among their 

philanthropic priorities. With their hard 
work, the Class of 2005 had around 50 
percent participation in the Senior gift, a 
percentage that almost doubled the previ-
ous year’s. 

“I definitely think it was a positive ex-
perience,” Shearon said about his SaLC 
experience. “the program informs seniors 
about how the alumni work with the school, 
as well as about how certain administrative 
bodies — such as the Board of trustees and 
the Board of Regents — work for the Univer-
sity. I recommended the SaLC to a number 
of my junior friends.” — Laura Hahn, C’05
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the Bird Dimension

the path begins where the elk River passes by the tyson chicken hatchery on highway 64, a 
gigantic bland concrete building where more than one million fowl begin their short, happy 
lives each week before making their way, packaged so they’re no longer recognizable as bird, to 

a grocery store near you. 
It’s an unseasonably warm early spring day — even warmer here, about 15 minutes down alto Road, 

than it was up on the plateau — and the 18 students who pile out of two University of the South vans 
wear t-shirts and sunglasses. 

the binoculars and bird books they carry, however, dispel any notion that they are heading for the 
beach. neither are they interested in mass-produced domesticated fowl, though Professor David haskell 
points out that the wild ancestors, the red jungle-fowl, still run free in asian rainforests. no, these 
students are here to find the chickens’ north american woodland cousins. and it won’t be easy. 

“now we’re going into birding mode. try and keep your ears open and a lid on the chatting unless 
it’s about birds,” haskell says. 

For the past eight weeks, these students have been immersed in the world of birds — their  evolution, 

In the Sewanee community, birds open  

a new window onto the worlD
B y  L a u r a  B a r L a m e n t
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anatomy, breeding habits, nesting schemes. But beyond all the sci-
entific theory, they have learned to identify birds, not just by sight, 
but also by sound. as they do several times per week both in class and 
on their own, this Monday afternoon they are testing in the field 
what they have learned from books, lectures, and CDs of birdsong 
recordings.

Single file, we proceed down a sandy path along the river’s edge. 
the river is still and shallow, the water blue-green and criss-crossed 
with fallen logs. Cane grows along the bank, where toadshade tril-
lium and spring beauty bloom, mayapple’s umbrella-shaped leaves 
are starting to open, and the flat speckled leaves of trout lilies spread. 
Once we’ve escaped the miasma of chicken feces wafting from the 
factory, the smells of earth and water and spring growth 
engulf us.

Several logs form the bridge from the riv-
erbank to Bluebell Island, a five-acre land 
mass in the elk River acquired in 1996 
by the South Cumberland Regional 
Land trust to protect this unique 
plant habitat. 

Before we cross, we pause at 
the river’s edge and take a seat 
on the bank, quietly looking and 
listening. here the river’s flow is 
more visible. the fallen trees are 
mirrored in the blue-green water. 
Insects flit around in the sunlight. 

Sit. Listen. the minutes slowly 
tick by. a more deliberate and watch-
ful mood settles into my bones, as my 
internal pace adapts to that of the gliding 
river, the circling insects, the slowly growing 
plants and trees. 

I become aware of traffic noise from the nearby highway. 
then I start to hear the birds. a harsh, repeated croaking. a trilling 
call. a peep-peep-peep. “What’s that little bird singing over there?” 
haskell asks, perched cross-legged with hands around his knees. “a 
titmouse,” ventures one student. “yes,” he confirms. “Like on the 
CD — peter, peter, peter.” 

another call. “Do you hear that?” haskell quietly asks. “the 
Carolina wren, singing ‘teakettle, teakettle, teakettle.’”

Sit. Listen. One student muffles a sneeze, whispering, “excuse me.”
the minutes tick by. no birds move. 
Since the birds aren’t putting in an appearance here on the riv-

erbank, haskell guides the group a little way back into the woods to 
what he calls an oxbow lake — a scummy-looking little pond left in a 
depression when the river overflowed its banks or changed its course. 
We might see a duck there, he says. 

Instead, about half the class spots a phoebe just as they arrive at the 
pond. With its dark head and grayish-olive back, it blends perfectly 
into the tangle of sticks where it flew. In patient detail, haskell explains 

its location to the students who missed it. “those of you who saw it, 
think helpful thoughts,” he says. 

Despite intensive looking, the latecomers cannot spot the bird. So, 
we move on and cross over the logs to the island itself. there we find 
a rare dwarf trillium, besides quite a few early-blooming bluebells. 
But the birds are elusive. no one spots the kinglets singing in the 
bushes. “Can you hear them?” haskell asks. “they’re all around. 
they’re driving me crazy.” after a couple hours, we’ve racked up a 
grackle, drill holes of a sapsucker, a nuthatch’s nasal “ah–ah–ah,” 
several cardinals, a vulture flying high overhead, a fox sparrow, a 
great blue heron, and a song sparrow. 

birds have a peculiar fascination for humans. as 
haskell says, “there are hundreds of bird-watch-

ing clubs in the U.S. there’s no organization 
like that for lizards or fish.” according to 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 40 
million americans may be reckoned 

as bird watchers, whether they enjoy 
them at their backyard feeders or 
pursue them to the ends of the 
earth. 

Sewanee is not only a mi-
crocosm of bird diversity (in 
Southeastern forests, only the 
Smokies have more species than 

the Cumberland Plateau) but also 
of the diversity of human interests 

in birds. Birds provide a recreational 
outlet — a hobby, a passion, even an 

obsession. Birds draw people to out-of-
the-way places. Birds heighten their human 

observers’ awareness of all aspects of landscape and 
environment. Birds are models of evolutionary processes 

and other biological theories. and birds help tell the story of envi-
ronmental change. 

In short, to cite ornithologist David haskell, “Birds are a window 
into everything else.” to many in the Sewanee community, birds open 
a new way of experiencing the world. 

the best place, perhaps, to begin investigating the many forms 
of birding at Sewanee is with harry yeatman, professor emeritus of 
biology and unofficial dean of Sewanee naturalists. 

“I got interested in birds when I was two years old,” he says. grow-
ing up on a plantation in Maury County, tennessee, he remembers 
watching hummingbirds on the deep red flowers of the cardinal 
climber that grew over the porch, and listening to the song of the 
Bewick’s wrens that nested in an old tractor. 

While he was still an undergraduate at the University of north 
Carolina at Chapel hill, he spent a summer studying under famed 
ornithologist arthur a. allen at Cornell. For his graduate studies, 

The worm-eating warbler nests in Sewanee  
during the summer months.
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however, he specialized in marine biology and became an expert in 
a microscopic crustacean, the copepod. “My trouble is just that I’m 
interested in too many things,” he quips.

harry and Jean yeatman’s house is a wildlife sanctuary, both inside 
and out. Dark-eyed juncos and goldfinches flutter around the feeder 
situated outside the large dining-room window. and in harry’s base-
ment work space, birds perch everywhere atop the heaps of papers and 
books — mounted birds, that is, made to look as lifelike as possible. a 
yellow-bellied sapsucker clings to a bit of wood studded with its feed-
ing holes; a Cooper’s hawk, red-shouldered hawk, and a broad-wing 
hawk peaceably share the room with various owls, tanagers, pileated 
woodpeckers, a rose-breasted grosbeak, a Carolina wren — all the 
way down to hummingbirds. (Mounting a hummingbird 
is nothing compared to dissecting the mouth parts 
of a copepod, yeatman says.) 

Over his lifetime, yeatman has mounted 
about 450 birds, representing 138 
different species. he has specimens 
dating to the 1930s. yet along with 
describing each species’ identifying 
marks, the differences between 
immature and mature, male and 
female, and winter and summer 
plumage, eye color, and any num-
ber of additional bird facts, he will 
also tell you when he obtained each 
specific bird, under what circum-
stances, and from whom. 

“everything has a life history,” he 
says. “I’m an individualist. and birds are 
individuals.” as he wrote a few years in his 
Sewanee newspaper column, “nature notes”: 
“[television and computers] are very useful sources of 
information, but cannot take the place of experience with the 
real thing. … It is time to learn from and appreciate the live animals, 
plants, and environment, with which we share our planet earth.” 

not only has yeatman trained hundreds of college students in 
the wonders of the natural world, but he has also gladly shared his 
knowledge with local schools, community groups, senior citizens’ 
organizations, and anyone who approaches him with a desire to 
learn.

Such as Jerry Ingles, professor of economics, who moved to 
Sewanee with his family in 1978 and decided to take up birding as a 
“low-cost hobby.” 

“I went and asked harry if he would teach me, and he said, ‘Sure!’” 
Ingles recalls. “he taught me, and he hooked me.” 

Ingles regularly cruises around campus to look for birds, especially 
in the spring, when his favorites return from their tropical winter 
homes: the Louisiana waterthrush, the eastern wood-pewee, the 
black-and-white warbler, and especially the yellow-throated war-
bler, the first bird he identified by himself. “yeatman had told me 

to be on the lookout. I heard the song, and I looked and looked till 
I found it. I identified it with a book. It was a wonderful feeling, ‘I 
know what you are!’” 

the Sewanee community harbors several passionate birders 
— from Jim Peters, professor of philosophy; to David Coe, a fantasy 
novelist (and husband of nancy Berner, professor of biology) whose 
award-winning Lon tobyn Chronicles features a magic system in 
which wizards draw power from their psychic bonds with birds of prey; 
to Chris Parrish, professor of mathematics and computer science, 
one of the world’s foremost birders; to Kent nelson, a fiction writer 
who spent last year in Sewanee as a tennessee Williams Fellow and 
who frequently incorporates bird life into his work. In fact, he and his 

daughter, Dylan nelson, recently published a wonderful 
collection of fiction and poetry with bird themes, 

Birds in the Hand (north Point Press, 2004). 

david Haskell, a Cornell-trained 
ornithologist, is carrying on the yeat-

man tradition of attention to natural 
history — knowing the specific flora 
and fauna of Sewanee’s unique 
environment — and is thereby 
inspiring a new generation of 
birders. 

“In the ornithology class, part 
of what I hope to achieve is to fire 

students up about this amazing part 
of the community of life,” he says. 

“a secondary motivation is to interest 
students in the whole biological world. 

I’d like them to appreciate the world of 
ideas, not just the physical world. I love looking 

at the amazing explosion of diversity in nature, but 
I’m also interested in the science behind that.” 

haskell says this focus in his teaching reflects a larger trend in 
science and science education of increased attention to individual 
biological communities instead of the theoretical, macro view of 
evolutionary processes. “the uniqueness of places is important,” 
haskell says. “each place lives out biological processes in a different 
and particular way.” 

Plus, he recognizes the pedagogical appeal of such an approach. 
“natural history is inherently more satisfying for students,” he says. 
“It’s good to leaven theory with a little dose of reality.” 

the students respond enthusiastically. “I’ve really gotten a little 
obsessed with birding since taking the class,” says Lindsey edwards, 
C’05, an environmental studies major focused on ecology and bio-
diversity. She says she always liked birds but hadn’t tried identifying 
them. “I don’t know what this class does to you, but it changes you.” 
When her mother asked her what she wanted for graduation, she 
said, “a good pair of binoculars.”

“One of my favorite things from the class,” reports hayden 

The Eastern wood-pewee is a spring favorite of 
Sewanee birders.



 Patterson, C’05, “is learning all the bird calls, because now anywhere 
you go, you hear them and you know what they are.” this summer, 
she and her sister are planning to travel in europe, and their bird 
books were among the first things they packed. 

Patterson had gotten interested in birds even before she took 
haskell’s ornithology class. Participating in the Island ecology sum-
mer program at St. Catherine’s Island, georgia, a couple years ago, 
she started bird-watching with Bert harris, C’06, an ecology and 
biodiversity major from huntsville, alabama, who came to Sewanee 
with years of experience in birding. “Bert has the potential to be one 
of the world’s top bird scientists,” says David haskell. 

“I grew up around there [on nearby St. Simon’s Island], so I knew 
these birds in the back of my head,” Patterson says. “But I had never 
really thought about them until someone pointed them out to me.” 
Inspired by harris’ enthusiasm, she started taking note of birds, too, 
when she returned to the Mountain, and built on that knowledge 
through haskell’s ornithology class. 

Brett Scheffers, C’05, is another harris-haskell protégé. always 
fascinated with salamanders and reptiles, he too had never paid 
much attention to birds. But during an introductory biology lab in 
Shakerag hollow, Scheffers recalls, harris could name the bird for 
every call they heard. Impressed, he started going birding with harris 
on Saturday mornings. 

Combining their knowledge and interests, harris and Scheffers 
conducted a research project in which they identified and counted 
bird populations at so-called ephemeral ponds — small depressions 
on the plateau surface that are filled with water from november to 
July and dry the rest of the year — and at nearby control sites. 

“the salamanders and plants of ephemeral ponds had been stud-
ied elsewhere in the country, but there had been almost no study of the 
birds of forested ephemeral ponds,” harris says. “We indeed found 
that there were more kinds of birds and greater numbers of birds in 
general at the ponds.” they presented their research last august in 
Québec City at the american Ornithologists’ Union meeting — the 
major ornithology conference in north america. 

Scheffers continued the research on ephemeral ponds during the 
spring, focusing on salamander populations at undisturbed sites and 
sites that had been altered by development or logging. 

“I would say that taking Dr. haskell’s ornithology class was one 
of the great blessings of Sewanee,” Scheffers says. “I can’t walk down 
the street without hearing something.” Sitting in my office, he says, 
“Like, that’s a tufted titmouse.

“It opened up a new world to me I didn’t realize existed before I 
met Bert and took Dr. haskell’s class,” Scheffers continues. 

In haskell’s own words, “When you learn bird songs, your expe-
rience of the world changes. It becomes a new dimension in your 
experience of nature.

“that’s a dramatic thing to say,” he admits, adding with an ironic 
tone, “I have a modest goal: to change students’ lives. It’s about ar-
ranging a meeting between students and nature. I stand out of the 
way and let nature do its work on them.” 
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To read more about Sewanee’s birders 
— including one man who has seen 

more than half of the 
world’s bird species — visit 

<www.sewanee.edu/magazine/>. 

Top: Young red-shouldered hawk;  above: Indigo bunting.
All bird photos taken in Sewanee by Jim Peters.
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the University’s “how, then, Shall We Live?” lecture-discussion series, now in its sixth 
year, kicked off this past spring semester with a look at cheating, honor, and integrity.

at a university that prides itself on its student-enforced honor system (which, by the way, 
celebrates its centennial in September 2006), this topic proved resonant and timely. 

  the conversations centered around David Callahan’s provocative book The Cheating 
Culture: Why More Americans Are Doing Wrong to Get Ahead (harcourt, 2004). at Callahan’s February 
28 lecture, Convocation hall had standing room only — even for such local luminaries 
as Vice Chancellor Cunningham!

Callahan argues that the supercharged capitalism of the last 20 years has created such 
a fiercely competitive economic climate and such extreme economic disparities that the 
american social contract has broken down and cheating has become rampant on almost 

every level, from major corporate fraud to 
average citizens stealing cable television access. 
he calls for a renewed social contract based 
on uniform enforcement of laws and more 
even-handed economic opportunities, and 
for a renewed personal commitment from 
individuals to resist the rat-race mentality and 

the temptation to cheat. 
he acknowledged, in his talk at Sewanee, that such a decision puts individuals in a difficult 

spot: “Why should I be honest when the rest of the world isn’t?” he proposed two answers: 
“you need to see integrity as your most valuable asset, and protect it.” and secondly, “We 
need to talk about integrity. these conversations should be a life-long exercise.” 

Faculty and students chimed in on the debate in separate panel discussions. Student 
assembly representative Sarah holbrooks, C’07, even conducted an informal survey of 
Sewanee students on cheating. With David Sierk, C’07, she pushed a proposed reform 
of Sewanee’s honor code through the Student assembly this year. It failed, however, to 
gain approval from the student body at large.  

But these conversations and moves to adapt the honor code are nothing new. In fact, 
they are a sign of health, as associate Dean Larry Jones, who serves as ombudsman for 
the student-run honor Council, points out. 

“there’s hardly a moment in the last 35 years where there hasn’t been a discussion 
about how effectively the honor system is working,” Jones says. “It’s hard. It’s uncomfort-
able. But I’m always glad for it. Students are just here for a flash. If there isn’t always a 
conversation about it, they’ll miss out on something very important. Otherwise, people 
will say, ‘Was there really an honor code there?’”

In the following series of articles, you’ll hear more from David Callahan about 
america’s “cheating culture.” Jim Peterman, professor of philosophy, who has 
taught at Sewanee for 25 years and co-founded the “how, then, Shall We Live?” 
series, analyzes the conflicted history of Sewanee’s honor code. Budding historian 
ted goodman, C’06, contributes an excerpt from his independent study on the 
honor code. eminent Southern historian Bertram Wyatt-Brown, C’53, h’85, 
explains Southern honor and the “Sewanee gentleman.” Finally, a current student 
describes what it was like to sign the honor code, and a recent graduate tells what 
it was like to break it. 

all in all, I hope these articles will serve as a thought-provoking reminder of 
the continuing vitality of Sewanee’s honor code. I’d like to invite your responses. 
See page 4 for instructions on sending your letters. 

— Laura Barlament, Editor

The Honor Debate: Signs posted in key locations such as the library have reminded 
Sewanee students of their honor pledge — and, perhaps, have also served as a place for stu-
dents to exercise their editorial judgment. This example, from the University Archives, dates 
to 1912. Item 2 should read “Breaking into the pantry” and item 6, “Stealing.”

hOnOR
The Life of 
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S ewanee magazine: i’d like to find out how you define 
cheating. do you think americans hold a common 
definition of cheating anymore?

David Callahan: I generally define cheating as breaking 
formal rules for personal gain. It’s not necessarily break-
ing the law. If you cheat on a test in school, for example, 
you’re not breaking any laws. 

Often, it may be that everybody’s breaking those same 
rules, and therefore it doesn’t seem like cheating. you’re 
just breaking the rules like everybody else, so it’s really 
by the act of cheating that you’re ensuring that there’s 
an equal playing field. that’s what’s so difficult, is when 
you get to the point where it’s become normalized. I still 
think that’s cheating. now, is it a morally culpable form of cheating? 
I don’t know. I’ve been less interested from the beginning in passing 
judgment on people who are cheating than I am in explaining why 
they’re cheating and trying to address it. 

you had a lot of quotes in your book like this one by Ken Caminiti of 
the san diego Padres: “at first i felt like a cheater [for taking banned 
steroids]. but i looked around, and everybody was doing it.” so, it seems 
like people are changing their definition of cheating by saying, do i feel 
like a cheater? or, if everyone else is doing it, that means i don’t have 
to feel like a cheater, and that means i’m not a cheater.
Just because somebody doesn’t feel like a cheater, doesn’t mean 
they aren’t a cheater — just because they aren’t spending much time 
reflecting on it. But again, I’m less interested in making people 
admit they’re cheaters and making them feel bad.

but you do want to raise people’s awareness of it. 
yes, I want to raise awareness. I see cheating as a symp-
tom of the problem, rather than seeing cheating as the 
problem. I do think cheating is a problem. I think it’s 
bad that in academics people are getting rewards they 
shouldn’t be getting, and in business cheating has re-
sulted in devastating losses to investors, and cheating 
on taxes results in losses to all of us. there are a lot of 
negative consequences to cheating. Cheating is a seri-
ous problem. 

It is not a problem, in my view, that ranks among 
the top five problems facing america. I see it rather 

as a symptom of what I think are the top problems facing america 
— inequality, anxiety, materialism, extreme individualism, too much 
focus on self and self-gratification. that’s one of the distinguishing 
qualities of my exploration, is to see cheating as a symptom of the 
problem, rather than a huge problem in itself. 

sewanee has a strong honor system, and our marketing research has 
shown that this feature garners a strong favorable reaction among 
prospective students and their parents. does this surprise you, since 
according to your research cheating is so prevalent among high school 
students? 
no, because I think people don’t like the cheating and they don’t 
like the fact that dishonest people are getting ahead. they don’t 
like that they have to cheat or feel tempted to cheat. this doesn’t 
make people happy. and I think the idea of being here where 
there is a moral core is very attractive. you know, even though so 

Questions for David Callahan
The auThor of The CheaTing CulTure on DishonesTy, honor, anD happiness
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many people participate in this 
cheating culture in one way or 
the other, I think there’s a lot 
of real uneasiness about it. as I 
said, people want to be honest. 
even people who cheat feel it 
would be more fulfilling to live 
a life of integrity. Being in an 
environment where there were 
fewer temptations to manifest 
their worst side is attractive. 

What’s behind your advocacy for 
stronger and more honor codes 
at more schools? Why do you 
think that’s important? 
For one thing, they work. 
honor codes are proven by re-
search to be effective.*  Schools 
that have them have less cheat-
ing. and I believe as a matter of 
principle that the students who 
work the hardest should do 
the best, not the students who 
cheat. So to the extent that you 
create and enforce a level play-
ing field, it seems like some-
thing a school must do. I think 
it’s bizarre that schools don’t 
have honor codes. Why would a 
school not have an honor code 
in today’s climate? 

We had a faculty panel to discuss 
your book last week, and one 
professor told about a student 
who had cheated in her class, 
even entering her office at night 
to steal test answers, and how 
violated she and the other stu-
dents felt by that action. her 
diagnosis of the problem is that 
such behavior is only possible when an individual isolates himself from 
his relationships with other people. 
Or maybe just compartmentalizes. 

yes. her comment made me notice many times in your book where 
you alluded to isolation and separation allowing people to cheat each 
other more easily. 
that’s true. at Sewanee, I have been struck by how strong the com-
munity here is. and it seems as though one really positive aspect of 
that are the close faculty-student connections. Students feel that 
they know the faculty, and that the faculty care about them. they 
are involved in their lives, they go to the homes of faculty. I think 

connections like that create the 
relationships of trust that are 
then harder to violate. 

In terms of community 
more broadly, yeah, america 
is a society where people move 
constantly. People are more 
likely to live in places where they 
didn’t grow up, where they don’t 
have a lot of family. It’s easier to 
behave badly in an anonymous 
context. and compared to many 
countries in the world and 
compared to how we were 50 
years ago, americans are living 
far more anonymously now. 

how optimistic are you about a 
change in the cheating culture? 
I’m pretty optimistic, because 
I think the pendulum of our 
culture tends to swing a lot back 
and forth. I think america has 
a very strong individualistic 
and materialistic streak, and I 
think america also has a very 
strong communitarian, service- 
oriented, idealistic streak. and 
I think at different times in our 
nation’s history, we manifest 
one side of our personality 
more than others. and lately 
we’ve been manifesting that 
kind of socially Darwinistic, 
greed-oriented individualism, 
which is deeply embedded 
in the american Dna. But 
historically, there is usually a 
backlash to that; when things get 
too far, we usually self-correct 
as a nation and that other side of 
our personality comes out. 

I would expect the pendulum to be swinging back any day now. 
I think there are signs of it already happening. you can see a big 
difference in the polling data between gen X and the Millenniums, 
the generation behind them. the generation behind gen X is more 
idealistic. I think the young people are actually more idealistic. I 
don’t think that, I know that based on the surveys. 

*Donald McCabe, professor of management at Rutgers University and founder of the 
Center for Academic Integrity, has surveyed thousands of college students about how 
much and why they cheat. Repeatedly, his research has shown that campuses with honor 
codes have significantly less cheating than campuses without any type of honor code. See 
chapters 7 and 8 of the Cheating Culture. 

“honor codes 
are proven 
by research 

to be effective. 
schools that have 

them have less 
cheating.”
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BeloveD anD 
emBaTTleD  
from The sTarT, 
sewanee’s honor 
CoDe ConTinues  
To spark DeBaTe 

B y  J i m  P e t e r m a n

honor maTTers

I n The Cheating Culture, David Callahan advocates that colleges and 
universities institute strong academic integrity codes as one of 
several steps toward fighting the widespread acceptance of cheat-

ing as a morally permissible activity. Because of Sewanee’s longstand-
ing tradition of a student-enforced honor code, we might think we are 
ahead of the curve in addressing this serious problem. and, in fact, 
during his recent visit here Callahan praised Sewanee’s honor code 
tradition. together with its tight-knit community and a curricular 
focus on the liberal arts that emphasizes learning for learning’s sake, 
the University’s culture stands in opposition to the “cheating culture” 
that Callahan believes reigns in american society. 

yet before we become too self-congratulatory, it would be wise for 
us to take a closer look at the honor code and its history at Sewanee. 
after all, to preserve its benefits in a perhaps increasingly hostile 
culture, we need to understand what we are defending and what 
challenges it has faced in the past. 

From its very beginnings, Sewanee’s honor code has been a subject 
of controversy and anxiety: controversy over whether it was being 
implemented in the best way possible and anxiety over whether the 
ideal of honor was sufficiently clear and well understood to justify 
and motivate it. In fact, this conflict over how to understand the 
honor code and the ideals underlying it has been so much a part of 
the history of Sewanee’s honor system that we might want to think of 
it as one of the defining characteristics of the code at Sewanee. the 
beginning of any moral framework is determinative for the rest of 
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its history in much the same way that a first chapter of a novel is 
determinative for the entire book. the later chapters move beyond 
it, but do so always in its shadow. 

First, some historical context. Sewanee’s early implementation of 
an honor code was part of a movement, located mostly in Southern 
universities, to find a new home in academia for the ideal of honor, 
which had its first home in plantation life. It is perhaps not 
surprising that this movement gained momentum af-
ter the Civil War, when plantation life and the social 
forms associated with it had been so disrupted 
that those who remained sought novel ways to 
sustain its important features.

So, what is the ideal of honor? according to 
sociologist Peter Berger, in a culture organized 
around the ideal of honor, the individual dis-
covers his identity in his social role. he enacts 
this identity by fulfilling role-related obligations 
— paradigmatic actions that exemplify honor within 
a particular community. For example, Berger writes, 
“the true self of the knight is revealed as he rides out to do 
battle in the full regalia of his role.” If the knight failed to fulfill 
this role in its traditional ways, he would not only lack an expres-
sion of his true self but would also lose face in the community of 
honorable people. 

Of course, the culture of Southern honor had its own distinctive 
form. In the context of the plantation aristocracy, a person’s honor 
attached to him or her as gentleman or lady owner of a planta-
tion. a person’s honor could, however, be questioned by another 
member of the aristocracy through insult. One could respond 
either by challenging the insulter to a duel, thus defending one’s 
honor and retaining one’s place in the community of honorable 
people; or by leaving the community and renouncing one’s role 
as person of honor. 

how did the model of Southern honor inform Sewanee’s 
honor code? Sewanee’s honor code was modeled on the code at 

the University of Virginia. the impulse for Virginia’s code came 
from an ongoing concern about the irresponsibility of students, 
both in and out of the classroom. not only was academic cheating 
rampant, but student assault on faculty was also a serious problem. 
In 1840, a masked student shot and killed a professor on campus. 
two years later, the university adopted a student-enforced honor 
code designed to hold students responsible for their behavior. 

Fortunately, such chaos did not reign here. Instead, Sewanee’s 
motivation for adopting an honor code came from students who 

felt a faculty-enforced demerit system — in place from the time of 
the school’s founding — did not train students to become honorable 
gentlemen. On September 26, 1906, students resolved to put the 
honor code in a tangible form, enforced by students. 

this initial resolve gave rise to the key question: What tangible 
form would it take? If, like the University of Virginia, Sewanee was 

moving the ideal of honor from its home in plantation 
life to an academic context, how could the University 

articulate that ideal in a way that would be appropri-
ate in this new context? Furthermore, how would 
the ideal be transformed by being placed in this 
new context? 

accounts in the Sewanee Purple indicate that 
these problems were central to the early his-
tory of the code. On October 4, 1907, the 

Purple reported, “the honor system first of all 
relates to the code of honor universally accepted by 

gentlemen.” yet on October 18, 1911: “We must give 
up the term ‘gentlemen’ as too broad and too general.” 

an announcement of the honor code on February 8, 1912, 
stated: “In addition to certain offenses too vague to be enumer-
ated, the honor system has been interpreted to cover the following 
particular cases.” yet on October 3, 1912: “It is useless to attempt 
to define a code of this sort.”

this debate continued for another decade, with some arguing 
that honor could not be defined and some arguing that Sewanee’s 
honor code was too vague. On February 10, 1913, following an at-
tempt to impeach the honor Council, the editor of the Purple wrote, 
“the honor system is part of life, not of law, and it is a mistake to 
specify violations of the system.” On March 4, 1915, guest editor a. 
h. Styron gave a more subjective slant to the question of codifica-
tion: “a man’s honor lies in his attitude. the signing of a pledge 
under our present system is an insult to every man who is asked to 
sign one. . . . If the present system is ever done away with, then the 
signing of the pledge will comprise the entire honor system within 

itself, and will comprise a good one.” Styron’s point is that it is an 
insult to honorable students to establish rules and then demand 
that they pledge that they have adhered to them. the revised system 
he imagines is one where there are no rules, and each person de-
cides for himself what is honorable. In such a system, signing the 
pledge, the only requirement, would indicate that the student had 
not violated his own sense of honor.

note the subtle difference in these two approaches: It is one 
thing to argue that the form of life of an honorable person cannot 

some argued that an honor code would foster 
a legalistic approach incompatible with the development 

of a genuine sense of honor.
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be put in the form of a code, perhaps because it is too complex; it 
is another to argue that it is up to each honorable person to decide 
for himself. nevertheless, these two arguments supported the same 
basic position: that the code of honor cannot help being vague. 

however plausible this approach might have been, the demand 
for codification did not go away. On October 26, 1922, the Purple 
reported that a joint faculty-student committee proposed to dis-
tinguish “the Idea of honor, a gentleman’s unwritten code 
of honor and decency, which applies to all activities 
outside the classroom, from the honor System that 
applies in the classroom.” this move allowed the 
pro-codifiers to defend the clarification of the 
code, since it would no longer be understood as 
having anything to do with the vague, traditional 
ideal of honor. 

Sensible as this move might have been, by 
detaching the academic code from its motivating 
ideal, it may have made unclear the deeper motiva-
tions for this sort of code. In fact, only two years later 
a writer for the Purple expressed the following worry: “It 
is safe to say that hardly a freshman at Sewanee knows the full 
meaning and purpose of the honor system.” If the full meaning 
rests in the earlier form of Southern life in which the ideal had its 
home — a form of life that in 1924 existed only in fragments and 
memory — then we should not be surprised at this result. Consider, 
in this light, William alexander Percy’s analysis of life in the South 
immediately before World War two: “the Old Southern way of 
life in which I had been reared existed no more and its values were 
ignored or derided. . . . [P]olitics used to be the study of men proud 
and jealous of america’s honor, now it was a game played by self-
seekers . . . ; where there had been an accepted pattern of living, 
there was no pattern whatsoever” (Lanterns on the Levee, 1941).

I suspect that we have not left behind the first 50 years of the 
honor code at Sewanee. Some of us, no doubt, are fierce defenders 
of some ideal of honor, while others wish for a clearer code and 
better student-enforcement of it. every few years there is some 
group charged with reform. In the past 20 years, I have seen the 
honor Council for the first time allow lawyers representing ac-
cused students and the council to participate in the hearings. Of 
course, this seemed reasonable at the time. Don’t we want to make 
sure that the evidence being used fits the standards present in the 
courts? Wouldn’t it be unfair to have anything less? Don’t we want 
to avoid lawsuits? But doesn’t making these hearings look like low-
level, amateurish versions of trials do a gross injustice to the spirit 
of the ideal of honor that motivated the development of the code 
in the first place? 

Defenders of the traditional ideal will be happy to learn that 
lawyers are now banned from the proceedings. But the quest for 
reform hasn’t gone away. a recent reform initiative would have al-
lowed that some cases of academic cheating, the less serious ones, 
could be punished with a penalty less than mandatory two-semester 
expulsion. In the student-body elections this spring, the initiative 
failed to garner the required number of student votes (66 percent 
of the student body) to pass.

Both of these recent reforms present the same sort of problem 
that the demand for codification presented in the code’s early years. 
the Southern ideal of honor depended not on a formalized code, 
but on a shared sense of history and of the exemplars of honor that 
constituted the ideal. the danger of a code is that it would foster a 
kind of legalistic approach incompatible with the development of a 
genuine sense of honor. For evidence that there is a tension between 

a sense of honor and legalistic codification, one has to 
look no further than Westerns like High Noon and The 

Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, which treat the eastern-
trained lawyer, in comparison to the honorable 
Western hero, as morally bankrupt.  

the students who proposed the most recent 
reform plan to put a modified version of their 
proposal before the student body again next 
year. Do we want to make this change? Maybe, 

we do. But if we do, we move the code away 
from the ideal that motivated it at its inception. 

In particular, we drop the traditional requirement 
that when a person fails to fulfill his or her honor-laden 

role, he or she must leave the community. yet, if we don’t make 
the change, we risk enforcing a code that seems unfair and harsh, 
and makes little sense to a large percentage of the students whom 
we ask to adhere to it. 

given the first chapters of the code’s history at Sewanee, the en-
during character of these debates should be no surprise. If William 
alexander Percy is right — that his generation had moved miles away 
from a form of life that embodied honor — then it would seem that 
at the beginning of the 21st century, when three quarters of high 
school students nationally admit to cheating on academic work, 
we are even farther from that form of life. But that means that the 
challenge for us to sustain the honor code is that much greater.

how should we respond? It will be tempting to side with well-
defended proposals for reform. and it may be that reasonable 
proposals will warrant dropping some of the traditional features of 
codes of honor. But I would guess that as long as the word “honor” 
is still part of the name of the code, there will be some perceived 
need to fashion a code that reflects the traditional ideal, even as it 
modifies it to fit changing academic contexts. navigating through 
these twin demands will require both good and hard thinking about 
the nature of the ideal, the way it has been understood throughout 
history, and how best to foster it at Sewanee. 

What is it to be a community of honorable people? how can 
the ideal be clarified so that it motivates each incoming class of 
Sewanee students? how can commitment to this code foster a 
sense of community with earlier generations of Sewanee students 
and residents who have lived under it and been formed morally by 
it? these questions have been part of the story of the honor code 
at Sewanee, and will continue to be so, as long as Sewanee has an 
honor code and fosters the sort of reflective inquiry that keeps these 
questions alive and gives us tools to answer them.

Jim Peterman, professor of philosophy, has taught at the University since 1980. In fall 
2005, he will offer a First Year Program course, The Ethics of Honor. 



the honor code is one of the most important components that went into forming the 
University’s unique character. however, relatively little is known about the roots of this 
hallowed tradition, because it was in use even before it was codified. elizabeth n. Chitty 

located the first known paper to display the honor pledge — a physics examination of John D. Shaffer 
(B.S. 1876). But not until September 26, 1906, was the honor code “placed in tangible form” as the 
Sewanee Purple stated. 

Since then, the honor code has undergone many changes. no longer are trials conducted before 
the entire student body, with each student voting on the guilt or innocence of the accused. the honor 
Council originally encompassed representatives from the schools of law (which no longer exists) and 

theology (which is no longer governed by 
the code) as well as the college. Certain 
offenses (to “cut, clip, or deface any book 
belonging to the library,” for instance) have 
appeared and disappeared from the various 
honor codes.

the language of the honor code reveals 
the changing face of Sewanee in other ways. 
after the admission of women, the code 
ceased to use “man” and “student” inter-
changeably. the arrival of new technologies 
— such as the mimeograph — also were 

reflected in the code’s wording. Until 1977, the code delineated proper classroom 
conduct when a test was “on the blackboard or being put on the blackboard.” after 
1977, it referred to tests being “distributed.” 

While we all appreciate that earlier students preserved the honor code for us, its 
existence has not always been assured. In fact, it has often teetered on the edge of 

demise. the faculty has voted to abolish the student-run honor system in the past, and 
prior student bodies have threatened its existence as well. In 1916, the honor Committee 

reported that at least 11 students had entered the University under false pretenses; some of 
them had not even graduated from high school. Worse yet, this was common knowledge among the 

student body and the faculty; the football and basketball coaches helped produce some of the forged 
diplomas. the honor Committee attributed the community’s inaction to a “false sense of patriotism,” 
as the students involved were integral parts of Sewanee’s football team. 

the honor code continued to face threats in the following decades. During World War two, the 
navy V-12 students decided that they did not want to be bound by the honor code. (It remained in 
effect for the few civilian students on the Mountain.) Periodic epidemics of petty theft — such as fail-
ing to pay for calls at pay phones — have compromised the integrity of the honor code. In the 1970s, 
many charged that amphetamine use was an honor code violation because it enhanced academic 
performance to unnatural levels, but the honor Council never addressed this issue. More recently, 
a lawsuit filed by an alumnus allowed a student whom the honor Council had found guilty of theft 
to escape punishment.

throughout its history, the honor code has survived threats to its existence from the faculty, from the 
students, from litigation, and from the honor Council members themselves. It will surely face similar 
threats in the years to come. although students are responsible for the honor code, it is not wholly our 
property. It is a legacy from the past that we have an obligation to protect. as the honor code approaches 
its 100th birthday, we must all take steps to ensure that we preserve it for future generations. 

Ted Goodman, C’06, a member of the University Honor Councils of 2002–06, completed a history of the honor code as an in-
dependent study under Sam Williamson, professor of history and vice chancellor emeritus. To receive a copy of the full report, e-mail 
Ted at <goodmtw0@sewanee.edu>.

The honor Code
A brief history

By Ted Goodman, C’06
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h onor is one of the most elusive concepts in the field of 
ethics. On the one hand, honor denotes a special level 
of integrity, honesty, generosity, valor, and so on. On 

the other, honor historically accrued to those belonging to an elite 
social class — the self-proclaimed “chivalry” in the Old South, for 
instance — as if only they embodied the aforementioned moral 
virtues. We used to declare that someone was “poor but honest.” 
Were only the rich able to afford virtuousness? But for all its in-
coherence, honor can function effectively as a moral yardstick in 
special settings, for instance the battlefield or, in civilian life, the 
college campus. 

an assumption of complete honesty has always been central to 
Sewanee’s honor code. the criterion of truth-telling has persisted 
in notions of honor from ancient times through the english 
Renaissance to the not-so-distant past, and perhaps even to the 
present. In A Social History of Truth: Civility and Science in 17th-Century Eng-
land, Steven Shapin explains that a gentleman’s word was seen as 
a sacred bond. a 17th-century englishman would find himself 
admitted to the status of “gentleman” by his friends because of his 
unquestionable truthfulness and promise-keeping. In other words, 
while honor was internal to its claimant, it was also external to the 
individual. his self-perception required ratification by fellow 
community members, and his own sense of selfhood incorporated 
his public reputation. 

at Sewanee, honor involved this antique notion of gentle-
manliness. Professor Peterman accurately observes that William 
alexander Percy’s Lanterns on the Levee bemoaned the virtual disappear-
ance of Stoic honor in Southern and in american life. By Percy’s 

southern honor

By Bertram wyatt-Brown, C’53, h’85

and the ‘Sewanee Gentleman’

standards, how much further have we fallen since the 1940s! But 
perhaps Percy was far too melancholy. Before succumbing to Percy’s 
hand-wringing nostalgia, we should remember that human beings 
have seldom met the ideals placed before them. By no means did 
cheating, lying, and other offenses disappear even in the halcyon 
era that the owner of Brinkwood so eloquently romanticized. ac-
cording to Robert F. Pace’s Halls of Honor: College Men in the Old South, 
antebellum students, claiming to be “Southern gentlemen,” stole 
exam questions, recited out of books hidden behind their desks, 
copied material from neighboring classmates, and used crib sheets 
no less frequently than some present-day students. 

Peterman makes a good point about the current state of af-
fairs. to some degree, we have indeed moved away from former 
ideals of gentlemanly integrity. In my day at Sewanee (the 1950s), 
it was quite acceptable to use the term “gentleman” freely and to 
recognize, however vaguely, the connection between truth-telling 
and ambitions to possess that select classification. It was almost a 
sacred imperative. 

nowadays that expectation has disappeared. One would have to 
go back several generations to rediscover a full connection between 
social rank and assumptions of fair dealing. Instead, americans, 
including Southerners, have insisted that a “gentleman’s word” is 
an insufficient guarantee of honesty. In cases of insult, libel laws, 
not the duel, became the prime resource for vindication, although 
duels were still occasionally fought in Southern locales as late as 
the early 1900s. We employ the law for resolving other issues, too. 
Instead of accepting a gentleman’s handshake, we draw up contracts 
and notarize them. Few friends are prepared to co-sign each other’s 
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loans, a chief financial mechanism under the pre-Civil War code 
of honor. Instead, bank officials arrange such transactions.

nevertheless, the honor code remains a valuable principle, 
even in our materialistic age. this is particularly true in a small, 
face-to-face community like Sewanee. everybody seems to know 
everybody else’s doings. that circumstance serves as a vigilant 
restraint, compared with the anonymous society outside. no one 
likes to be shamed in front of friends. a dread of that stigma has 
always been the linchpin of honor. 

I hope that the concept of “Sewanee gentleman,” and now 
“Sewanee lady,” still retains a vital authenticity, even if the terms of 
gendered rank seem too pretentious, too old-fashioned to be uttered 

above a whisper. yet, in truth, Sewanee’s identity is scarcely confined 
to such matters. So long as love of learning, high standards of personal 
integrity, and respect for people of all faiths, colors, and conditions 
remain honored goals, the University of the South will continue to 
enrich the life of the state, region, and even the world. 

Bertram Wyatt-Brown, C’53, H’85, is Richard J. Milbauer Professor Emeritus at the 
University of Florida and a visiting scholar at Johns Hopkins University. He is the author 
of Southern honor: ethics and Behavior in the Old South (1982) 
and many other books, most recently hearts of Darkness: Wellsprings of a 
Southern Literary tradition (2003) and Virginia’s Civil War (2005), 
co-edited with Peter Wallenstein. 

The signing Wet grass tickled my toes as I scurried across the Quad toward the mass 
of people gathered in front of all Saints’ Chapel. My jitters mounted 
and my stomach dropped as my high heels turned into foot-sized 

Slip’n Slides in the dew, and their rhinestone-studded straps cut into my feet. 
the Class of 2007 had gathered to sign the honor code, the ultimate act of our 
freshman orientation. 

Oh, god, the honor code, I thought anxiously. From afar, the group looked 
big and intimidating. Upon arrival, though, all I saw was a mirror image of what 
I felt. I was not alone in my nervousness. a chaotic buzz of giggles and whispers 
surrounded me. Searching for a familiar face, I looked up in relief as my room-
mate grabbed my shoulder. We smiled at each other. 

the crowd went silent as we piled into the chapel, like kindergarteners getting on 
their first school bus ride. ahead of me, two girls accidentally stepped on the seal and 
gasped. I’m pretty nervous, but things could be worse, I thought. at least I didn’t step 
on the forbidden seal and doom myself to an inglorious fate as a college dropout. 

Stepping carefully around the seal, I entered the chapel nave. no one spoke a 
word. We didn’t need to; our glances said it all. this is it. Playtime is over. this is 
our first day as college students. as Sewanee students. after multiple introductions, 
the main speaker rose to the podium. even if we didn’t know who he was, we knew 
he was important as he explained what the honor code meant. 

When he had finished, we all stood in awed silence and began our procession, 
row by row, down the main aisle. the speakers’ words rang in my head: “Once you 
sign the honor code, you have officially confirmed yourself as a Sewanee student.” as 
I approached the rows of long tables, where daunting-looking people wearing black 
gowns oversaw the proceedings, my heart raced and my hands began to sweat. 

But before I knew it, I was lifting my pen from the paper, having signed my name 
as a Sewanee student for the first time. For a moment I panicked, wondering if I 
had spelled my name wrong. Sandy, you have been writing your name since kin-
dergarten, I reminded myself. If you haven’t gotten it by now you’ll never get it. 

Making my way toward the heavy wooden door, I walked through a pack of my 
future professors, all smiling and congratulating me. as I left the chapel, I realized 
that my nervousness had vanished as quickly as the dew in the summer sunlight. 
My stomach had returned just in time for lunch. I crossed the Quad again with 
confidence, ready to begin my new adventure. 

Sandy Kern, C’07, is an English major and anthropology minor with a concentration in education. She is 
from Warrior, Alabama.

By sandy kern, C’07

Since 1906, all Sewanee undergraduates have signed the honor 
code. Since 1990, this tradition has taken place during new-
student orientation in a solemn ceremony in All Saints’ Chapel. 
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I ’ve always had a love-hate relationship with perfection. I tend 
to run toward it and away from it at the same time, like a dog 
chasing its tail. that tension, coupled with an overdriven 

sense of conscience, has led to some miserable seasons of my life. 
But this essay is not about those. no, in fact, cheating on my French 
final during my sophomore year at Sewanee, instead of being a time 
of guilt and misery, was actually the beginning of the most spiritual 
and emotional freedom I’ve ever experienced. 

I’d done poorly on my midterm in French 376 — a history of 
France, taught in French. I was on the crew team that fall; and 
although I liked my professor and the class, I kept falling asleep in 
there. I also had not had time to watch the required movies over 
the course of the semester, so I did my best the night before the 
test. they were terrible French history movies in black and white, 
with illegible subtitles and men in powdered wigs. Finally I gave up, 
prying my eyes open in the Cleveland common room, and walked 
back home to Johnson. 

the next morning as the exam began, I had that panicky feeling 
of imminent failure. My inner dialogue went something like, “But 
I can’t fail. I’m garen hover. I’m an a student. I’ve gotten one 
grade below a B on a report card in my entire life, and it nearly 
killed me. I can’t fail a final.” as I was finishing the test, I glanced 
around the room. It was on the second floor of guerry, overlook-
ing the pedestrian mall between Woods Lab and the Phi house, 

Freedom in honor
she was a sTraiGhT-a sTuDenT anD 
a memBer of The honor CounCil.
Then, she CheaTeD.

By Garen hover, C’03/’04
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and we were squeezed in there tightly. With my neighbor’s desk so 
close to mine, I couldn’t help noticing a couple of her answers. I 
took a better look at her test, then looked at my own. I don’t really 
remember now whether her answers sounded better than mine or 
whether I didn’t have answers at all — either way, I used her answers 
instead of my own. It was only three questions …

throughout Christmas break, I tried to put those three ques-
tions out of my mind. toward the end of the break, I went skiing 
with my mother in new Mexico. Our last night there, I was talking 
on the phone with a friend, 
and for some reason the con-
versation turned to the topic 
of hypocrisy. after I hung up 
the phone, I went to my room. 
Suddenly it hit me like a ton 
of bricks that I was living out 
one of the biggest hypocrisies 
of my life to date. I was one of 
two sophomore representa-
tives to the honor Council, 
and I had cheated. 

I decided to run away. I 
would just take Mom’s car, 
drive to the airport, buy a plane 
ticket, and go somewhere. I’d 
leave a note explaining that I’d 
cheated and that’s why I left. 
then I’d just be gone. I went 
to bed that night in tears. 

I guess I knew in the back 
of my mind that I couldn’t 
leave and avoid facing this. 
the next day while Mom and 
I were skiing, I kept trying to 
figure out a way to tell her 
what was happening. every 
time we got on a long lift, I’d mentally rehearse some version of, 
“hey, Mom! I was just thinking that I need to resign from the 
honor Council and leave school for two semesters!” I thought I 
could just say that at the top of the mountain and then ski away. 
after false starting all day, I finally got the words out of my mouth 
after dinner. Mom’s jaw dropped. then she started crying. and 
she told me that, if I wanted her to, she would forget I’d told her. 
that was when I knew I had to go through with turning myself in 
for cheating.

When I got home, I made a phone call to the head of the honor 
Council and let him know what I’d done. Monday morning before 
easter semester started, Dean Larry Jones and I met and discussed 
my situation. I opted out of going through a trial. I knew I was guilty 
and believed I should receive the standard two-semester suspen-
sion. I left school, in poor standing with the University.

Before I left, however, I was able to tell my friends what was 
happening. When I invited one friend to a get-together the night 
before I left, he said he’d be there. he also said, “there will be 

a lot of love in that room.” When I questioned this comment, he 
replied, “Of course there’s going to be a lot of love — it’s garen 
hover.” I remember sitting at the stoplight later that night, crying at 
the realization that he was telling me people love me. I had admitted 
one of my worst mistakes, and his response was that everyone loved 
me? It was almost too much for my unforgiving heart to take. It 
was an incredible gift.

I spent a year off of the Mountain. While I was away, I became a 
ski instructor, a nanny, and a camp babysitter, boat driver, kitchen 

staffer, and office girl. I at-
tended a photography school 
in Paris for a few weeks in the 
fall. I returned to Sewanee in 
January 2002, changed. the 
transition back was not easy. 
Sewanee had gone on without 
me. I’d seen and learned new 
things, and so had my friends. 
all of the things I was involved 
in had continued to function 
in my absence. It was hard to 
admit Sewanee could work 
without me, yet this realiza-
tion helped me choose the 
things I really wanted to be 
involved in over the next two 
and a half years. I struggled 
for a while with saying the 
words “I cheated.” I used to 
tell people, “I turned myself 
in for an honor code violation 
and left school for two semes-
ters.” now, if I mention to 
people that I spent a year out 
of school and they ask why, I 
tell them I cheated. If they ask 

how I got caught, then I tell them the rest of the story. It feels too 
much like tooting my own horn if I start the other way. 

People ask me if I ever regret “it,” and I’m never sure how to 
respond. I’m not proud of cheating, and I don’t think it was right; 
yet I’d never change my Sewanee experience, which necessarily 
includes both cheating and leaving because of it. Leaving Sewanee 
for a year turned into one of the best gifts I’ve ever received. I didn’t 
understand forgiveness until I messed up, admitted it, and received 
forgiveness from everyone else and myself. I didn’t understand 
freedom until I turned myself in and suddenly the guilt was gone, 
even though I still had to spend a year away. I “learned my lesson” 
the minute I shared my story with my mother. I left Sewanee the 
spring of 2001 in poor standing with the University. I graduated 
from Sewanee in the spring of 2004 cum laude. I faced a fear. I found 
freedom. I, for one, am glad Sewanee has an honor code.

Garen Hover, C’03/’04, is in the Philippines this summer as a staff member for Global Ur-
ban Trek, an outreach program that focuses on working and living with the urban poor.

I had admitted 
one of my worst mistakes,  

and his response was 
that everyone loved me? 
It was almost too much 

for my unforgiving heart 
to take.

BORIS LyUBNER/ILLUSTRATION WORkS, INC./GETTy IMAGES
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My Sewanee Calling

an epiphany  
in moldova
By Lizzie Anderson, C’96

Last September, after five years in new 
york City, I left my Brooklyn neigh-
borhood and my favorite coffee shop 
to conduct dissertation research in the 
Republic of Moldova. Wedged between 
Romania and Ukraine, Moldova is just 
slightly larger than the state of Maryland. 
I became familiar with the country’s his-
tory, language, and culture while serving 
as a Peace Corps volunteer there from 
1997 to 1999.

My friends were surprised that I was 
returning to this cold and nearly for-
gotten place. Despite a literacy rate of 
over 95 percent, this former Soviet state 
remains the poorest country in europe, 
with the average salary hovering around 
$35 per month. In addition to the 
dire poverty, problems such as the il-
legal trafficking of women and a rapidly 
increasing rate of hIV infection make 
many Moldovans nostalgic for the days 
of the Soviet Union. So nostalgic, in 
fact, that the communist party has been 
democratically elected to the govern-
ment. It is not uncommon to find statues 
of Lenin around the capital city. Clearly, 
Moldova’s transition from communism 
to democracy has not been easy.  

One day last winter, I was talking to 
a group of university students about my 
research, which focuses on the teaching 

of history and the formation of national 
identity in the post-communist era. 
I hoped to hear their thoughts about 
their educational experiences. yet as 
we sat in a circle inside an unheated 
classroom, I found out that they had 
other ideas. they wanted to know why 
I came to Moldova for my research, 
why I was interested in their country, 
and why on earth I volunteered for the 
Peace Corps. 

the first two questions were easy, 
but I was stumped by the last. I could 
no longer remember why I volunteered. 
I answered, “Well, this is what I do.” 
this was not a satisfactory answer for 
the students, and I left the discussion 

pondering why “this is what I do.” then, 
I remembered Sewanee. 

During my freshman year at Sewanee, 
I passed by the Outreach Office at the 
Bishop’s Common and, without much 
thought, volunteered to be “big sister” 
for a local elementary school student. 

Soon afterward, I took a spring break 
outreach trip to new Orleans, where 
I volunteered in a high school. the 
next year, I spent my spring break in 
Jamaica, working in a homeless shelter 
for the elderly. During my afternoons 
and Saturday mornings in Sewanee, I 
hammered nails into houses with Out-
reach Director Dixon Myers. I spent a 
summer working in a squatters’ camp 
in Manila, Philippines. at commence-
ment, I received the Clarence Day award 
for Community Service. 

yet I never thought that helping to 
make someone else’s life a little bit bet-
ter, whether by building a new house 
or organizing a halloween party for 

community children, was anything 
more than an extracurricular activity. at 
Sewanee, it was just one of those things 
you did, like going to Pop’s happyland 
truck Stop at midnight.  

While in Moldova, in the midst of 

The Sewanee Call  
campaign priorities like …

◗	Chapel Programs
◗	Service Learning
◗	Third World Studies
◗	Internships

… support students like Lizzie 
Anderson in finding their 
calling. 

Caption needed?

A former Sewanee “big sister,” Anderson now 
works with developing countries like Moldova. 

(Continued on page 27)
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The sewanee 
Call Campaign 
launched
$113.5 million raised  

toward $180 million goal 

From a walking tour of “My Sewanee”; 
to a keynote address by Jon Meacham, 
C’91, managing editor of Newsweek, ex-
tolling the “Sewanee virtues” of curiosity, 
grace, and hope; to after-dinner music 
by the student vocal group the Sewanee 
Sound, the launch of the Sewanee Call 
Campaign was a glorious celebration of 
the University of the South. 

On Saturday morning, small groups 
enjoyed the campus from a professors’ 
point of view. Whether touring the beat-
en path of duPont Library or the serene 
quietness of St. Luke’s Chapel, groups 
learned what it is like to teach and learn 
on a campus that is removed from the 
distractions of the city yet is connected 
in profound ways to the universe. 

that afternoon, “My Sewanee” gave 
way to scrutiny of programs that make 
use of both the natural and built Do-
main as a natural laboratory. groups 
toured abbo’s alley, Shakerag hollow, 
Breslin tower’s Bentley Bells, the new 
home of the University archives in the 
former Kappa Sigma house, archeologi-
cal digs revealing Sewanee’s recent and 
ancient past, and the elegantly restored 
all Saints’ Chapel. 

the celebration also focused vol-
unteers, donors, and staff on the task 
ahead: raising the nearly $70 million 
remaining in the campaign. When com-
plete, this capital drive will have helped 
Sewanee become more competitive 
through new endowment, new facilities, 
and new giving to current operations 
that places Sewanee on an ever firmer 
financial footing. the campaign runs 
until June of 2008.

sewanee has taught us 
… that life is best lived 
and is most worth living 

when men and women of good 
will live together in unity. and 
so every time we say a prayer, 
or save a tree, or embrace 
our children, or forgive those 
who trespass against us, we do 
so because of sewanee, and 
because of the people here 
who taught us not only how to 
think, or to believe, or to write, 
or to paint, or to conserve, but 
how to live in charity with one 
another.

— Jon Meacham, C’91

above: Rob Bachman, assistant professor of 
chemistry (right), with assistance from (at left) 
Kirsten Slaughter, C’05, and Stephanie Owens, 
C’07, explains how to determine a water sample’s 
oxygen content to Sandy and Richard Wilkens, 
C’69, and Walter Merrill, C’70. right: Jon 
Meacham, C’91, managing editor of news-
week, delivers the keynote address; and Major 
McCollough, head of Sewanee’s archaeology 
program, offers a hands-on lesson at Michael’s 
Rock Shelter to Robert Gooch, C’59. 
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Goals and Needs 
Internships
Sewanee hopes to raise $5 million in endowment for 100 additional paid student 
internships. through the program, students find internships and compete for 
funding that allows them to gain job experience during the summer. More and 
more, the internship is an irreplaceable part of a college education. Internship 
funds are endowed with a minimum gift of $100,000.

Faculty Support
new endowment of $32.5 million will enhance faculty salaries and provide 
professional development dollars — an urgent need to keep Sewanee competitive for 
the best faculty to teach in an environment of high academic expectations. 

Gailor Hall
this summer, gailor hall is taking on a new life as a center for language and 
literature. the magnificent $7.5 million renovation provides several naming 
opportunities — opportunities for individuals to link their names permanently with 
the Sewanee literary tradition.

Science Facilities
an addition to and renovations of Snowden hall and Woods Laboratories are in the 
plans for the sciences at Sewanee. a lead gift from Robert Snowden, C’40, h’76, 
has gotten the $4.5 million forestry and geology project off to a good start. Sandy 
and Richard, C’69, Wilkens are the first donors for the Woods project, which will 
cost $15 million in phase one. these projects are critical to drawing the best science 
students to programs that are increasingly well regarded nationally.

Curriculum Development
With support from Dean of the College Rita Kipp, Sewanee is looking to revitalize 
its curriculum with interdisciplinary programs, cross-curricular skills development, 
and programs that combine teaching, research, and concern for the public interest. 
almost $6 million has been committed toward an $18 million goal.

the chaos of a country in transition, I 
realized that my work is no longer an 
extracurricular activity. It is my calling. 
after completing my Ph.D., I would 
like to spend my career working for 
the developing world. Whether it will 
be training teachers in Kazakhstan or 
developing girls’ education programs 
in yemen, I want improve the quality 
of life for people who live in places like 
Moldova. I often feel millions of miles 
away from Sewanee, but my continued 
commitment to service makes me feel 
like I am just a bicycle ride away from 
the Outreach Office.  

Lizzie Anderson, C’96, is a doctoral candidate in 
international education at New York University. 
Last fall, she was a visiting scholar at the Institute 
for Public Policy, Soros Foundation Moldova. She 
is now living in the Adirondacks while writing her 
dissertation.

interested in writing about your 
sewanee calling? 
Contact Laura Barlament at 
<lbarlame@sewanee.edu>.

n Continued from page 25
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Charting the Call

as of June 1, the Sewanee Call 
campaign stood at $113.5 million.

above left: Professors of English Jennifer Michael (not pictured) and Pamela Macfie (right), with John Shepard, 
C’06, directed John Colmore, C’69, Bill Moore, C’59, and Jake Wallace, C’52, in playing Shakespeare’s “rude 
mechanicals” from a Midsummer-night’s Dream  in Abbo’s Alley. above right: Waring McCrady, 
professor of French emeritus, offers historical and architectural insight into All Saints’ Chapel. 
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For ongoing information about The Sewanee Call campaign, visit http://ur.sewanee.edu/sewaneecall
To speak with a member of the campaign team, call 800.367.1179

Call and Response

roger sisson, c’85
During 11 years as legal counsel at ge-
nesco, Roger Sisson, C’85, has played 
a key role on the executive team that has 
steered the company — a nashville, ten-
nessee-based hat and footwear retailer 
of brands such as Johnston & Murphy 
and Jarman — from a period of financial 
crisis into an era of new strength and 
growth. (genesco’s revenues rose 33 
percent in the last fiscal year.)

yet 24 years ago, when he began his 
college education at the University of the 
South, Roger Sisson was (in his words) 
“raw, unformed” talent from Polk 
County, tennessee. the Ocoee and 
hiwassee river rapids tumbling through 

the Cherokee national Forest make the 
county, located in the state’s extreme 
southeastern corner, a whitewater raf-
ters’ mecca; but its rugged terrain and 
sparse population density are barriers to 
economic growth. Most of Sisson’s high 
school classmates went straight to work 
or to start families, or maybe to attend 
community college. a college education 
was not discouraged, but certainly not 
expected. 

But Sisson had parents with big 
dreams for their son. From reading 
about the University, “my mother had, 
over the years, formed a sort of romantic 
attachment to Sewanee,” Sisson remem-
bers. her encouragement, “flatteringly 
aggressive courtship” by then-admis-
sions Director al gooch, and a gorgeous 
april-day visit convinced Sisson to make 
the Mountain his college home. 

“going to Sewanee was sort of a 
voyage of discovery,” Sisson says. “I was 
fairly intimidated by the whole idea, but 
I was also determined, largely because of 
my parents’ encouragement, to make the 
most of the opportunity. and it worked 
out.” Starting as a Wilkins Scholar, he 
ended his Sewanee career as class vale-
dictorian. he went on to earn his J.D. 
from the University of Virginia.

tying together the disparate strands 
of his life, he recently started a schol-
arship fund — named for his parents, 
glenn Roy and nelsie Waldrop Sisson 
— to help more students from Polk 
County attend the University. here’s 
what Roger Sisson has to say about his 
Sewanee experience and the value he 
sees in it for future students from Polk 
County. 

as you look back, what are the most 
important things you took away from 
your time at sewanee?

It offered a first-rate academic experi-
ence. Probably everything I’ve been 
able to accomplish professionally comes 

down to the ability to read critically, to 
read rapidly, and to write clearly, and 
those were the touchstones of a Sewanee 
education. I can’t imagine a better back-
ground for law school and the practice 
of law. 

But I could have gotten that in a lot 
of different places. the uniqueness, the 
“unchanging essence” was the aspect of 
Sewanee that made the greatest differ-
ence to me. at that stage of my life, to 
be surrounded by the kind of values and 
traditions that I found there — if it didn’t 
shape my character, it certainly finished 
my character. 

What inspired you to make this schol-
arship gift to sewanee?

Sewanee was supremely important in 
equipping me to live the kind of life I’ve 
been able to enjoy. not only did it give 
me the academic background I needed 
to succeed in my profession, but it also 
gave me the mindset and worldview 
that has made me, for better or worse, 
what I am. 

Combine that with my appreciation 
for where I come from — Polk County 
and rural east tennessee — and with the 
knowledge that it was almost accidental 
that I ended up at Sewanee — it was a very 
fortunate accident that I did — and the 
sense that there are other people from 
a similar sort of background who could 
benefit as much as I did from the same 
experience. 

and finally, combine that with a real 
appreciation for my parents. they didn’t 
themselves have a lot of educational op-
portunities, but they were determined 
from the time I was born that I would 
have as many educational opportuni-
ties as I wanted to avail myself of. all 
these things made this scholarship fund 
something that I believed in. I can’t 
think of anything I’d rather do with my 
charitable giving. 
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Editor’s Note: “Of Course” is a new series highlighting Sewanee classes.

Catalog description: this course treats honor as a tool for under-
standing change and continuity in european society from the 17th 
to the 20th centuries. honor and shame are viewed as conduits that 
allow students to explore broader sexual, gender, class, and political 
developments. Particular attention is given to ways in which honor 
functioned differently in the public ideologies and private lives of 
dominant and marginal social groups. this course also explores 
the relationship of violence to the cult of honor. 

instructor: andrea Mansker, assistant 
professor of history, started teaching at 
Sewanee last fall. In her dissertation, she 
explored issues of honor and gender by 
looking at a controversy that took place 
in France in 1911 when a feminist, arria 
Ly, issued a dueling challenge to a male 
journalist. Ly judged her honor outraged 
when the journalist called her a lesbian 
in print. according to Mansker, this case 

reveals the breakdown of the traditional, exclusively male honor 
system. the rise of women in the public sphere, media culture, 
the free market economy, and finally World War I helped end 
traditional honor culture. 

required reading: Robert a. nye, Masculinity and Male Codes of Honor 
in Modern France; edward Berenson, The Trial of Madame Caillaux; Pieter 
Spierenburg, editor, Men and Violence: Gender, Honor, and Rituals in Modern 
Europe and America; theodor Fontane, Effi Briest; norbert elias, The 
Civilizing Process; Mary S. hartman, Victorian Murderesses; Rachel Sim-
mons, Odd Girl Out; george Mosse, The Image of Man: The Creation of 
Modern Masculinity; and shorter pieces such as encyclopedia entries, 
primary documents, articles from scholarly journals, and excerpts 
from Swift, Diderot, Weber, and others. 

assignments: Four critical essays of 3–4 pages; attendance, par-
ticipation, and a weekly analytical question about the readings for 
class discussion; a research paper that analyzes at least two primary 
sources and connects them to their broader historical context; a 
presentation about the research paper and an assessment of a fel-
low student’s project. 

sample essay Question: Can we apply notions of honor and 
shame to contemporary realms of female sociability such as middle-
school girls’ culture (described in Rachel Simmons’ Odd Girl Out)? 

Professor’s Comments: “Value systems centered around honor 
and shame, commonly associated with the medieval and early 
modern periods, were actually reaching their high-water mark in 
late 19th-century europe. We looked at how honor functioned not 
only for elite male society but also for marginalized groups such as 
women, lower classes, and gay and lesbian individuals. 

“We also considered honor systems in our contemporary culture 
and had an interesting discussion about Sewanee’s honor code. 
Like older codes of honor, Sewanee’s is a social code that regulates 
people’s behavior and socializes people into a particular group. I 
asked the students, ‘are you not cheating because of what people will 
think of you? Or do you not cheat because you’ve internalized that 
value and you believe in it?’ there was a lot of debate. For some, it 
was peer pressure, and for others, it was internalized.” 

student’s Comments: “this class was one of the most interesting 
ones I have ever taken at Sewanee. I loved the fact that the class was 
very small, offering the opportunity for some great discussions. 
along with my classmates, I learned a great deal about the con-
nections between honor, shame, and violence in europe from the 
17th through 20th centuries. I highly recommend the class to all 
students not only for its subject matter, but also for Dr. Mansker’s 
wonderful insights into this unique period in history.” — Jenny 
Rodgers, C’05

Of Course HISTORy 379: Honor, Shame, and 
Violence in Modern Europe

New Books and  
Book Awards

Political movements and violence in 
Central america. Charles brockett, pro-
fessor of political science, studies the effect 
of escalating repression on protest move-
ments in Central america since the 1960s 
and defends the political process model for 
studying contentious movements. Cam-
bridge University Press, 2005. 

Charles israel, C’95, visiting assistant 
professor of history, received the tennessee 

Library association’s 2004 tennessee his-
tory Book award for Before Scopes: Evangelicals, 
Education, and Evolution in Tennessee, 1870–1925 
(University of georgia Press, 2004). “this 
work not only sheds new light on religious 
belief, ideology, and expression, but it 
brings a timely commentary on issues that 
continue to strain american society and 
public education today,” the association 
said. Israel will begin teaching at auburn 
University in the fall. 

Andrea Mansker

faculty
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Scholars of the South meet 
on the Mountain

In February, Sewanee hosted the annual 
meeting of the Southern Intellectual his-
tory Circle, a 50-member, by-invita-
tion-only group of scholars of Southern 
intellectual history. John Grammer, as-
sociate professor of english, and houston 
roberson, associate professor of history, 
are members of the group. 

this year’s conference focused on 
Southern roots music and on Michael 
O’Brien’s magisterial two-volume Conjectures 
of Order: Intellectual Life and the American South, 
1810–1860 (2004). Speakers included Ber-
tram Wyatt-Brown, C’53, h’85, professor 
emeritus at the University of Florida; and 
Lem Coley, C’69, of nassau Community 
College. 

Charles israel, C’95, visiting assistant 
professor of history; Woody register, 
C’80, associate professor of history; and 
Celeste ray, associate professor of an-
thropology, chaired discussions during the 
conference. Willie Cocke, C’51, professor 
emeritus of english; tam Carlson, C’63, 
professor of english; and scott bates, pro-
fessor emeritus of French and theatre arts, 
took the group on tours of the University 
Cemetery, Sewanee literary sites, and the 
remains of the highlander Folk School in 
Monteagle. 

“Several regulars said it was the best 
meeting they had attended,” said grammer. 
“It was a lot of work, but I enjoyed it.”

Four longtime members of Sewanee’s 
faculty, who have taught and inspired hun-
dreds of alumni, retired as of the end of this 
academic year: laurence alvarez, profes-
sor of mathematics and computer science; 
edward Carlos, professor of art; david 
lumpkins, professor of Russian; and 
brown Patterson, professor of history. 

Laurence alvarez, C’59, earned his doc-
torate at yale and began teaching at Sewanee 
in 1964. as associate provost for three vice 
chancellors, he ensured the University’s 
financial health, was instrumental in the 
development of academic computing, and 
designed and managed the campus com-
puter network. Like his mentor Stephen 
Puckette, he has been not only an effective 
teacher of mathematics but also a strong ad-
vocate for the coat-and-tie rule, even while 
wearing sandals and Bermuda shorts. 

ed Carlos, who joined the faculty in 
1969, has been a driving force in creating 
today’s dynamic art and art history depart-
ment. Courses he added to the curriculum 
range from photography, filmmaking, 
painting, and sculpture to medieval and 
contemporary art history to art education. 
he initiated the art slide library and orga-

nized many memorable exhibits, including 
two designed for the visually impaired. 
after numerous relocations of art classes 
during his tenure, several of his former 
students have made possible a new art 
building, currently under construction. 

through David Lumpkins’ efforts, 
Sewanee’s Department of Russian was cre-
ated. he was educated at the University of 
tennessee and Vanderbilt University. he 
joined Sewanee’s faculty part time in 1968 
and became a full-time faculty member in 
1971. his teaching has encompassed Rus-
sian language and Russian literature of the 
19th and 20th centuries. he is a translator 
of the poets Marina tsvetaeva and anna 
akhmatova; in retirement, he plans to 
publish a collection of his work.

Brown Patterson, C’52, earned gradu-
ate degrees at harvard and Oxford (where 
he was a Rhodes Scholar) as well as the 
episcopal Divinity School. he returned to 
Sewanee in 1980 after teaching at Davidson 
College. Until 1991, he served as dean of 
the college, and then returned to full-time 
teaching. he has won international renown 
as a scholar of early modern england, and 
especially of the controversial policies of 

Alvarez, Carlos, Lumpkins, and Patterson retire

James VI and I. One recent graduate notes, 
“his teaching, as his whole life, has been 
gentle, considerate, and selfless.”

Brown Patterson, “gentle, considerate, and selfless”; and Laurence Alvarez, computer and financial guru.

Ed Carlos, father of the art department; and David 
Lumpkins, father of the Russian department.

faculty
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historyhistory

Sewanee’s Libraries

When Sewanee officially opened its doors 
on September 18, 1868, it already had the 
nucleus of a library. Solicited by Bishop 
Charles t. Quintard during his 1867–68 
fund-raising trip to england, this origi-
nal collection carried bookplates reading, 
“Presented by the University of Cambridge 
to the Library of the University of the 
Southern States of america 26 March, 
1868.” the Board of trustees’ Proceed-
ings of 1869 thanks several individuals for 
contributing books and initiating a library 
building campaign, and recommends the 
appointment of a librarian. So began a 
tradition that continues to this day: private 
donations coupled with University actions 
to support the library as an important in-
tellectual center.

During the University’s first 50 years, 
the library found a home in four sepa-
rate buildings and grew to over 100,000 
volumes. the first library building was a 
small, one-room wooden structure erected 
in 1870 with private funding from Bishop 
gregg of texas and Bishop young of 
Florida. hodgson hall came along in 1877. 
Financed by then-Vice Chancellor telfair 
hodgson, it was the University’s first per-
manent building. In the hodgson days, the 
number one library rule read, “no one will 
be permitted to remove any books from the 
Library, except by the written permission 
of an Officer or Professor of the Univer-
sity.” Rule number four (out of six) stated, 
“Spitting on the floor, or placing feet on 
the shelves, will not be tolerated.”

Because of hodgson’s distance from 
the center of campus, the most frequently 
used books were moved in 1893 to a room 
in the newly constructed Walsh hall. In 
1901, a generous alumnus enabled the 
transformation of Convocation hall into 
a library. the building’s official name was 
even changed to the Library Building. 
Students could browse a card catalog to 
find books in a “modified Dewey Decimal” 
arrangement. 

the library had no book budget, relying 
instead on gifts and a few small contribu-

tions to the Semi-Centennial fund. In 
1907 Vice Chancellor Wiggins appealed to 
the trustees for a $10,000 endowment for 
purchasing books and general literature, 
collecting historical papers, and binding 
periodicals. this funding was not forth-
coming. yet donors still remembered the 
library, and the collections continued to 
grow. Mrs. Frances Shoup, librarian in the 
early 1900’s, successfully solicited funds for 
books through the henneman Memorial 
Library Club, which she established in re-
membrance of a beloved english professor. 
One of her assistants was William alexander 
Percy. the University’s first book budget 
($1,200) was recorded in 1940. By the 
early 1960s, annual acquisitions budgets 
had increased to $25,000–$55,000, mak-
ing it possible to upgrade the collections 
significantly.

Meanwhile, the library had become 
extremely cramped for space. In 1935, 
the general education Board contributed 
$25,000 for renovations and extra stack 
space. By 1960, the library had expanded 
into guerry hall, and there were sepa-
rate libraries for the School of theology, 
forestry, physics, chemistry, and biology. 
Clearly, only a new building could meet 
Sewanee’s library needs.

When the Jessie Ball duPont Library 

opened in 1965, space instantly expanded 
from fewer than 16,000 square feet to over 
116,000. the entire student body helped 
form a human chain to move the books to 
their new home. the building boasted an 
audio-visual area, music listening complex, 
lecture hall, night study area, archives, 
darkroom, group study and carrel areas, 
faculty offices, and stack space for 600,000 
books. the attic, which initially held one 
of the nation’s first computers (it took up 
practically the entire floor) and storage 
materials, was completed in 1983 for the 
School of theology collection. 

Since the 1965 opening, the library has 
expanded to more than 600,000 books and 
periodicals and over 350,000 government 
Documents, seen the advent of photo-
copy and microfilm machines, Library of 
Congress cataloging, online information 
retrieval, screening rooms and computer 
labs, a video collection, and even security 
systems. generous donors continue to sup-
plement the collections, with approximately 
15 percent of the acquisitions budget com-
ing from gifts. again bursting at the seams, 
the library has formed a new strategic plan 
to address space and service issues and to 
accommodate the changing learning and 
teaching environment. — Annie Armour, C’77, 
Head of Archives and Special Collections

When duPont Library opened 40 years ago, students formed a human chain to move the books into their new home.
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theologia

truths that enrich human life and help 
free us from prejudice, including one of 
its worst forms: the assumption that we in 
the 21st century are superior to those who 
lived in other times. the poetry of homer 
and Vergil, of Dante and Milton, the dra-
matic works of Sophocles and euripides, 
of Shakespeare, the novels of Jane austen 
and george eliot, and the works of count-
less others still speak truths to us as do the 
works of more recent writers. and we in the 
Western european tradition, vital though 
it is, can also learn from other cultures in 
our world.

Defending the poet archias, Cicero 
spoke about the liberal arts or, as he called 
them, omnes artes quae ad humanitatem pertinent 
(all the arts which pertain to humanity). he 
said that the liberal arts “nourish our youth, 
delight our old age, adorn prosperity, offer 
refuge and solace in adversity.” they even 
go with us on our vacations. We can add that 
the liberal arts are essential to a rich human 
life. they are indeed a gift of the god in 
whose image we are created. 

Students in the School of theology have 
the opportunity to broaden their education 
by taking courses in other departments 
of the University. their education is also 

the truths 
that Set Us Free
What does the seminary gain from the college,  
and the college from the seminary? 
B y  r i c h a r d  r e i d ,  h ’ 0 5

This article is adapted from the Easter semester opening convocation address by Richard Reid, Mollie Laird 
Downs Professor of New Testament Emeritus at the Virginia Theological Seminary. 

While many seminaries that are 
not part of a university do an 
excellent job of preparing their 

students for ordination, I am glad there are 
some, like Sewanee, in which theological 
education goes on in a place where the arts 
and sciences are also being taught. there 
are two reasons why I think it helpful for 
there to be such schools of theology, and 
also for there to be universities such as 
Sewanee that are related to a church. 

First, this relationship between church 
and university makes it clear that one 
does not need to have a rigid and narrow 
interpretation of the Bible and of theo-
logical tradition in order to be a faithful 
Christian. In spite of the painstaking work 
of archbishop Ussher, we now know that 
the creation of the world did not begin at 
9 a.m. on October 23, 4004 B.C. We also 
know that the Book of Revelation is not a 
road map for the world’s future, though it 
can provide us with comfort in the midst 
of trials, as it did for its first readers. all 
truth is from god, including the truth 
discovered by scientific investigation. as 
one of the cardinals who was supportive 
of galileo put it, “the Bible is about to 
how to get to heaven, not about how the 

heavens work.” this University and others 
like it help to make it clear that Christianity 
is open to the truths of science as well as to 
other truth.

the second reason that it is valuable for 
future church leaders to be in a context like 
Sewanee’s is that there are different kinds 
of truth. Many universities have inscribed 
somewhere on campus the words, “the 
truth will make you free.” the truth we have 
learned has no doubt helped to set us free. 
the truths of science, and the technolo-
gies science has made possible, have freed 
many from superstition and from numer-
ous illnesses. We have been freed from the 
constant threat of famine, not to mention 
many kinds of physical labor, and we have 
been given the opportunity to travel and to 
communicate with relative ease. the truths 
of science have indeed made us free, though 
it is a sad reality that these benefits are not 
yet enjoyed in many parts of the world.

Other kinds of truth — the truths of his-
tory and the social sciences — have helped 
us to understand ourselves and our political 
and social arrangements. Philosophy has 
led us to deeper reflection on what it means 
to know and on how to make ethical deci-
sions. Literature, art, and music open up 
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sponsible beings — able to respond to god’s 
word and god’s calling. We know that word 
and that calling by faith, by trusting in the 
reality of a creator who loves us and cares 
for us. these affirmations of faith cannot 
be proved. they can be responded to and 
tested by our ways of living. But then, as 
Bishop Lesslie newbigin has pointed out, 
science is possible only on the assump-
tion that the natural order is rational and 
contingent. neither of these requirements 
can be proved, but scientists have made 
enormous progress by trusting that they 
are true. Christians can follow that example 
and trust in the promises and the love of 
god as we know them in the Scriptures and 
the traditions of the Church.

today happens to be the Feast of the 
Conversion of St. Paul. Perhaps the best-
known passage that he wrote is the 13th 
chapter of First Corinthians. the chapter 
ends with well-known words: “So faith, 
hope, and love abide, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love.” I have been arguing 
that the School of theology benefits greatly 
by being a part of this University. I will 
end by saying that I believe that the other 
parts of the University benefit from the 
School of theology and the association of 
this University with the episcopal Church. 
the Christian Church has had many faults 
and made many mistakes during its long 
history. But the Church is the community 
that remembers Jesus. It is always called and 
recalled to its proper purpose by remem-
bering St. Paul’s words that faith, hope, and 
love abide. a university like this one offers 
all its students the opportunity to explore 
the truth that is known by faith, along with 
the other truths that are vital to human 
life. It can also be a witness to hope in the 
midst of all the despair and frustration that 
abound in our world. and above all, it can 
certainly, by its life and its example, uphold 
that most important of virtues — the virtue 
of love — of care and concern for other 
people and the assurance that every human 
being is worthy of dignity and respect.

enriched by extracurricular events and the 
excellent resources in the library. access to 
the wider world of the arts and sciences is a 
valuable asset in their future ministries and, 
indeed, for their lives in general. 

But there is yet another kind of truth to 
be considered. Up to this point, I have not 
mentioned where those words come from: 
the gospel of John, part of a discourse by 
Jesus. the full passage is, “If you continue 
in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free.” this context gives us a dif-

ferent perspective on the “truth that sets us 
free.” analogous to the truth in a friendship 
or marriage, it is known only by commit-
ment. For Christians and the followers of 
many other religions, there is a truth that 
is known by faith and trust. In Matthew’s 
account of the temptation, Jesus replies to 
the devil’s request that he turn stones into 
bread with a quotation from Deuteronomy, 
“human beings do not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of god.” We are, of course, animals, 
and we do need bread. But we are also re-

In 1876, a gift from Charlotte Morris Manigault enabled the University to establish a School of Theology 
and build St. Luke’s Hall. This window in All Saints’ Chapel depicts her with Bishop Charles Todd Quintard, 
the University’s first vice chancellor. 
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I sat down at a window seat and made eye 
contact with a young man sitting across 
from me. tall and slender, he was neatly 
dressed in a blue collared shirt and gray 
dress pants, and his bright smile radiated 
like the summer sun against his dark, flaw-
less skin. I smiled shyly when his warm hello 
jolted me from my exhausted daze. 

I had seen his smiling face around 
campus quite often and always appreci-
ated his kind greetings, yet I never realized 
until now what an inspiring story sat at the 
table across from me in McClurg on that 
rainy day.  

his name is abraham Diing akoi. 
along with his friends emmanuel gai 
Solomon and Peter anyang Manyang, 
abraham is among some 30,000 Sudanese 
who gained international notoriety as the 
“Lost Boys of Sudan.” 

their journey began in 1987 when civil 
war erupted in Sudan. attackers invaded 
villages all over southern Sudan, scatter-
ing and killing women, girls, and men. 

Meanwhile young boys like abraham, 
emmanuel, and Peter were working in the 
fields. they returned in the evening to find 
their villages deserted and burned. their 
parents and sisters had fled, leaving the boys 
with nothing but each other and the ashes 
of everything they had ever known. 

at only four or five years old (they do 
not know their exact ages), abraham, 
emmanuel, and Peter began a trek of ap-
proximately 1,000 miles and two months 
through sub-Saharan heat and wilderness. 
Banding together with boys from other vil-
lages, these children, aged about 4 through 
12, buried their own friends in graves they 
had dug themselves. Without any knowledge 
of the world outside of their villages, the 
boys just walked, not knowing exactly where 
or when they would arrive at their final 
destination. “We did not know anything 
called ethiopia,” abraham explained. But 
eventually they would arrive there.  

the boys spent four years in ethiopia 
at various refugee camps organized by 

‘By 
god’s 
grace’

Three of Sudan’s ‘Lost Boys’ 
find safe haven at Sewanee

student life

after what seemed like only a few 
minutes, I glanced up at the clock 
and realized that my short study 

break had somehow vanished into an hour 
of procrastination. Finding it impossible to 
stay awake in the library on a rainy Monday 
afternoon, I rubbed my tired eyes and tried 
to refocus. When the words on the page had 
disintegrated into a blurry cloud of ink, I 
threw my books in my backpack, slipped 
on my raincoat, and headed towards Mc-
Clurg for a change of scenery and lots of 
caffeine.   

With a warm cup of coffee in my hands, 

Abraham Akoi, Emmanuel Solomon, and Peter 
Manyang are among some 30,000 Sudanese who 
became known as the “Lost Boys of Sudan.”
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the United nations. In 1991, they were 
once again forced to leave because of the 
country’s political instability. at the River 
gilo on the border of Sudan and ethiopia, 
they began to rest, cook, and converse with 
one another. “People thought the enemy 
was not coming,” abraham said. But the 
enemy did come, and the enemy came 
shooting. 

emmanuel said, “If they caught you, 
they would kill you, so you threw your-
self in the river and tried to swim.” Only 
half of the boys succeeded in crossing the 
crocodile-infested waters, and according to 
emmanuel this was only “by god’s grace.”

after walking across deserts and over 
mountains, dodging bullets, and fighting 
starvation and lions, the remaining boys 
reached the Kenyan refugee camp, Kaku-
ma, where abraham, emmanuel, and Peter 
met. In 1993, abraham and emmanuel, 
now classmates, attended the same primary 
school. Because of their high scores on the 
Kenyan national exam, they were allowed 
to attend a boarding school outside of the 
camp. Later, Peter, the youngest of the 
three, became emmanuel’s student, and 
the boys’ intense friendship began.  

In 2001, the U.S. government offered 
asylum to nearly 4,000 of these boys. It 
was more than a dream come true, said 
abraham. “Coming to the United States 
was not part of our vocabulary.” 

abraham, emmanuel, and Peter arrived 
in atlanta, georiga, in June 2001. With 
only two months to become self-support-
ive, these three tireless young men began 
attending classes at georgia Perimeter 
College during the day and working at night 
— emmanuel stocking shelves at Wal-Mart, 
abraham working as a night watchman for 
a local business, and Peter operating as a 
custodian at georgia tech. 

In 2003, they met Lisa howick, Se-
wanee’s georgia regional assistant director 
for admissions at the time, through St. 
James’ episcopal Church in Marietta, 
georgia. Lisa talked with the three college-
bound men about the uniqueness of the 
Sewanee experience and the importance 
of a liberal arts education. “I did not feel 
strongly about it at first,” said emmanuel. 

he felt that the cost was out of his reach. 
“emmanuel explained that going to col-
lege wasn’t necessarily a privilege,” Lisa 
said, “It was an obligation to the people in 
his village.” 

But Lisa assured him that if he wanted 
to apply, she would do everything she could 
to bring him and the others safe within the 
Sewanee gates. three months later, em-
manuel received a letter of admittance. he 
enrolled at the University in fall 2003, and 
abraham and Peter followed a year later. 

While these men have traveled a difficult 
journey from war-torn africa to the angel-
inhabited Domain, adjusting to life on the 
Mountain presented many challenges as 
well. “When I first got to Sewanee, I was 
really confused,” emmanuel said. “Sewanee 
to me was like my first time to america. 
there was more of a Sudanese community 
in atlanta. When I came to Sewanee, it was 
a really big blow — in a lot of ways. I did not 
even know what food to choose in dining 
hall — what food went with one another 
— until somebody would say something.”

For abraham, emmanuel, and Peter 
not only the food but also the topics of 
conversation at the dinner table required 
adjustment. “When I’d be around differ-
ent people at a table, they would be talking 
about movies, and conversation I did not 
know anything about,” said emmanuel. 
Laughing, he confessed that he watched 
a movie per week, his favorite being The 
Absent-minded Professor, to catch up with the 
other Sewanee students.

While these boys may have lost their 
homes and their families, they have not 
lost sight of their religious beliefs. In the 
midst of violence and evil, they maintained 
strength through their faith in god. “the 
more you yield to god when suffering, the 
more you can see the answers,” abraham 
said. Rather than expressing bitterness at 
the injustices they suffered, abraham, em-
manuel, and Peter explained how they saw 
god’s hand at work during their journey. 
“everywhere we go,” abraham said, “it be-
comes apparent what god has dreamed for 
us. Our coming to Sewanee, for example, 
was god working though people.” 

their faith inspires not only a positive 

attitude but also an amazing work ethic in 
these young men. “anything that is impos-
sible today,” abraham explained, “can be 
possible tomorrow through god.” abraham 
wants to be a lawyer, emmanuel a professor 
or engineer, and Peter a doctor. 

For abraham and his fellow country-
men, the motivation to succeed comes not 
from external stimulants but from a deep, 
internal source. “If you can control your 
feelings and desires, you can control every-
thing,” he explained. “I know my body does 
need sleep, but if I feel like sleeping during 
class, I tell my body, ‘I know you are tired, 
but you have to go to class’ because that is 
why I am here on the Mountain.”

and I thought the secret to staying awake 
was found in a cup of coffee. 

— Shelley Akers, C’07

top: Emmanuel, who hopes to become a college pro-
fessor, tutors students such as Mallory Dorand, C’06, 
in math. above: Peter initially found the endless 
options at McClurg overwhelming. Before coming 
to the U.S., he often subsisted on one meal per day.  
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sports

First-year students excel in 
track and field

School records were set, conference 
championships were won, and by season’s 
end Jane Johnson and Casey strickland 
were listed among the best in the nation in 
nCaa Division III track and field.

and they are only freshmen.
“Making the adjustment from high 

school to college athletics is difficult,’’ 
said Sewanee track and field coach Jeff 
heitzenrater. “But to be able to perform 

at the national level as freshmen is quite 
impressive.’’

Johnson was ranked as high as seventh 
nationally in the javelin in late april, while 
Strickland topped out at no. 17 in the 
decathlon.

heitzenrater believes that this duo forms 
the best one-two punch in several years for 
the tiger program.

“It has been many years since a fresh-
man male and female accomplished in the 
same year what Jane and Casey have done,’’ 
he said.

Over the course of one year, Johnson 
won the high school javelin championship 
for the state of alabama, and then moved 

on to become the Southern Collegiate 
athletic Conference champ and record 
holder (134–7) and an nCaa Division III 
qualifier.

“I had a great freshman year at Sewanee 
and couldn’t have asked for much more,’’ 
she said.

and neither could Sewanee, as Johnson 
posted a 3.25 grade point average (SCaC 
academic honor roll) and was one of 19 
competitors at the Division III nationals 
— held at Wartburg College in Waverly, 
Iowa — where she finished 17th with a best 
throw of 117-8.

the multi-faceted Strickland was the 
SCaC male track and field athlete of the 
year, winning individual SCaC titles in 
two events — discus (151) and the high jump  
(6-6) — and setting school records in the 
shot put (49-0.75, indoors), high jump  
(6-6.75, outdoors) and the discus  
(160-3).

“I had a good first year in college and 
made a contribution to the success of the 
team,’’ said Strickland. “I didn’t qualify for 
the nCaas, but this gives me motivation 
for the 2006 season.’’

according to heitzenrater, “We (the 
coaching staff) knew Casey was talented go-
ing into the season, so some of his results 
were not a surprise. But, he attempted a few 
new events this year by trying the decathlon. 
he is such a good athlete that he took to the 
pole vault, long jump, and javelin without 
any difficulty.’’

Maynor heats up the links

It was a good spring 
for Sewanee golf-
er Jerre maynor, 
C’06. In the 30 
days between april 
4 and May 3, the 
nashville, tenn., 
native won his first 
tournament in four 
years, earned all-
conference honors, and qualified for the 
tennessee State Open.

Maynor’s run of good shots and solid 

Jane Johnson and Casey Strickland Equestrian team places in 
national top 10

Freshman brad Waffa placed fifth in walk-
trot in the team competition, as the tiger 
equestrian hunter seat team tied for 10th 
place with Fresno State (Calif.) and Wis-
consin at the Intercollegiate horse Show 
association nationals in Sunbury, Ohio, 
in May.

It was the fifth top-10 national finish for 
Sewanee’s hunter seat team since 1998.

Individually, senior Katharine Wilkin-
son garnered eighth in the open flat, her 
third top-10 national finish in four years. 
She was recognized by the IhSa for senior 
academic achievement.

putting started with a four-hole sudden 
death win at the Centre Open (Danville, 
Ky.) on april 4.

Pushed to sudden death play by his 
Centre opponent, Maynor proceeded to go 
birdie-par-birdie-birdie after regulation 
to claim his first individual win since the 
2001 tennessee high school state crown.

Maynor’s hot streak continued three 
weeks later at the SCaC championship 
(april 24–25), shooting even par (71–73) 
to take runner-up honors, one stroke be-
hind champion Josh abrams of DePauw.

For his efforts, Maynor became the 
first Sewanee golfer to earn first team all-
SCaC honors in back-to-back years since 
Chris rainey, C’96, turned the trick in 
1995–96.

the next stop for Maynor was the ten-
nessee State Open, qualifying on May 3 
as he made the field with a three-over-
par 75. 

not the only competitive golfer in the 
family, Maynor was joined by his father, 
Jerre Maynor Sr., who had  qualified for 
the state open the previous week. Playing 
in a strong field, neither Maynor made the 
cut. Jerre Jr. missed the cut by three strokes, 
shooting 78–78. But the younger Maynor 
will tee it up in a few more tournaments 
this summer in preparation for his senior 
year back on the Mountain.

Jerre Maynor
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Visit Sewanee Athletics  
on the web

http://athletics.sewanee.edu
Get the latest Sewanee sports news and schedules; 

sign up for Tigersports e-mail updates.

Spring SCAC Championship

Led by three individual champions, 
Sewanee had a solid showing at the South-
ern Collegiate athletic Conference Spring 
Sports Festival hosted by hendrix College 
and Rhodes College in april.

On the men’s side, Casey strickland, 
C’08, was the athlete of the year, winning 
the discus and javelin, while Joe brew, 
C’08, won the 800 meters. the 4 x 400 
relay squad also claimed an SCaC title.

In the women’s meet, Jane Johnson, 
C’08, and Jean anne babin, C’07, fin-
ished one-three in the javelin, while anna 
ransler, C’07, was third in the triple jump 
for all-SCaC laurels.

On the diamond at hendrix College 
(Conway, ark.), the Sewanee nine com-
peted in the tourney for the second time in 
three years. In a good showing, the Purple 
and White lost to champion Millsaps, 13-1, 
and runner-up trinity, 8-7.

Senior second baseman lane shackle-
ton was first team all-SCaC for the third 
straight year, while honorable mention hon-
ors went to teammates catcher Casey Cook, 
C’06, and pitcher matt Woods, C’06.

Football Schedule  
2005
sePtember
3 at hampden-Sydney .....1:00 p.m.
10 huntingdon ...............1:30 p.m.
17 Washington & Lee ........1:30 p.m.
  Hall of Fame Game
24 at Maryville  ................1:30 p.m.

oCtober
1 Centre* .....................1:30 p.m.
  Family Weekend
8 DePauw* ....................1:30 p.m.
  College Homecoming
22 at Rose-hulman* .........1:30 p.m.
29 at Millsaps* .................1:30 p.m.

november
5 trinity* .................... 1:00 p.m.
  Senior Day
12 at Rhodes* ................. 1:00 p.m.
  52nd Edmund Orgill Trophy

* SCAC Games

Carvalho leads Tiger netters

With five returning starters and a top 20 pre- 
season ranking for the 2005 season, 
Sewanee women’s tennis coach Conchie 
Shackelford turned to a freshman to play 
no. 1 and lead the tigers.

First-year player Gab Carvalho proved 
Shackelford’s decision a correct one by 
claiming conference, region, and all-
american honors on the way to a 15-5 
singles record. the Rock hill, S.C., native 
was also chosen as the Intercollegiate tennis 
association national and atlantic South 
Region female rookie of the year.

More than a one-woman team, the 
tigers placed third in the strong SCaC 
and qualified for the nCaa Division III 
nationals for the 14th straight year. But 
due to injuries, illness, and a death in the 
family, the tigers had to withdraw from the 
tournament.

at the national singles tournament in 
May, the no. 8-seeded Carvalho won her 
opening match before losing in the round 
of 16 to close out a very successful semester 
on the courts.

Congratulations to All-American swimmer and biology major matt martelli, C’05, Sewanee’s 25th NCAA 
Postgraduate Scholar. The NCAA awards up to 174 postgraduate scholarships annually to student-athletes 
who excel academically and athletically and who are in their final year of intercollegiate athletics competition. 
Also named Sewanee’s outstanding senior male athlete, Martelli plans to attend medical school. 

Gab Carvalho
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alumni newsaluMni news

associated alumni Officers
rhea f. bowden, C’76, President, icoaters@bellsouth.net
marichal Gentry, C’86, Vice President for admissions, mgentry@middlebury.edu
robert m. Crichton Jr., C’71, Vice President for annual Fund, rcrichton@cbjw.net
don olmstead, C’81, Vice President for Career Services, dolmstead@novarecapital.com 
robert d. fain, t’83, Vice President for Church Relations, rdfain@goodshepherd-augusta.net
rondal K. richardson, C’91, Vice President for Communications, rondal@alumni.sewanee.edu
anthony Gooch, C’59, Vice President for Planned giving, tonygooch@aol.com
vicky vieth bratton, C’88, Vice President for Regions, bratton234@comcast.net
Joanne e. boyd, C’77, Vice President for Reunions, jeboyd@alumni.sewanee.edu 
Julie e. Curd, C’92, Vice President for young alumni, Julie.Curd@alumni.sewanee.edu

Visit and find: Event information and registration,
Associated Alumni officers’ meeting minutes,
Alumni photo album, and much more!

www.sewanee.edu/alumni

Dear Fellow Alumni,

Our annual Volunteer Weekend and 
meeting of the alumni Council is 

slated for august 5–7. this weekend is 
set aside to thank our alumni volunteers 
for their work and to provide training for 
the coming year. this is one of the most 
fun times on the Mountain each year with 
many family activities planned, so mark 
your calendars.

the Sewanee experience remains vital 
and strong due in large part to the dedi-
cated work of our 500 alumni volunteers. 
Many serve Sewanee as governing and 
advisory board members, while others 
serve as volunteers for admission, career 
services, reunion planning, and planned 
giving. Whatever the role, the work of 
these alumni contributes greatly to the 
mission of the University.

as discussed in this issue on pages 
8-9, the associated alumni is sponsor-
ing a new program, the Student alumni 
Leadership Council. this program 
allows selected college seniors to learn 
more about University affairs and op-
portunities for service to Sewanee after 
graduation. after attending the last din-
ner meeting of the council, I was mighty 
impressed with the enthusiasm and desire 
to give back to Sewanee that these student 
leaders displayed. We should be in good 
shape for years to come.

Many thanks to all of you who work 
so diligently on behalf of the University. 
to those who are not so engaged, please 
find a volunteer area that interests you 
and contact the alumni office to get 
involved.

With best regards to all,

Rhea BOWDen, C’76
President, The Associated Alumni

Homecoming 2005 Preview

Mark your calendars for October 6–9, 
homecoming and Reunion 2005, featur-
ing great events and activities like: 
• Fireworks at the Sewanee Inn!
• Opportunities to attend current  

classes!
• Career networking luncheon!
• Reunion parties for class years that end 

in 5 or 0!
Watch your mailbox for more information, 
or view details at <www.sewaneeonline.
com/homecoming.html>.

Upcoming Events

volunteer Weekend, August 5–7. Work-
shops, panels, and entertainment for 
Sewanee volunteers and their families. 

athletics hall of fame induction, Septem-
ber 17. the second class of inductees will be 
recognized at the Sewanee vs. Washington 
and Lee football game. 

College homecoming and reunions, 
October 6 –9. Classes ending in 0 or 5 will 
celebrate reunions. 

school of theology dubose lectures and 
homecoming, November 3–4. Please note 
the revised date! 

excursion to new orleans for alumni 
and friends, November 3 –6. an insider’s 
tour featuring educational seminars, home 
and garden tours, and fine dining. 

For more details, call 800.367.1179 or send 
an e-mail to <jafisher@sewanee.edu>.

New Alumni Trustees Elected 

Congratulations to the new members of the 
University’s Board of trustees elected by the 
associated alumni. John Falconetti, C’89, 
of Jacksonville, Florida, and Rebecca Miller 
Spicer, C’93, of alexandria, Virginia, were 
elected as lay trustees. hank “Flea” Perrin, 
C’67, t’74, will serve as clerical trustee.
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classnotes@sewanee.edu
A convenient way to keep in touch with the Sewanee community.

Use classnotes@sewanee.edu to submit:
n	 Class notes for Sewanee magazine.
n	 Class notes for the Web site, <www.sewanee.edu/alumni>.
n	 Digital photos for the magazine or the Web site. (See Alumni Photograph Poli-

cies below.)
n	 Changes in your address.

Thanks for noting that:
n	 Class notes deadlines are about eight weeks before the magazine publica-

tion date. For the latest in class news, visit <www.sewanee.edu/alumni>.
n	 Sewanee magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please let us 

know about weddings, births, and degrees received after they have happened.
n	 This issue contains class notes received by May 19. The Winter 2006 dead-

line is November 1.

you can also write or call us at:
Office of Communications and Marketing
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
800.367.1179

Alumni Photograph Policies
n	 We accept photos of Sewanee groups at weddings and other special events. 

With the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni pictured; birth 
date, parents’ names, and class years with photos of children; dates and 
locations of events pictured. 

n	 Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; color is pre-
ferred.  Prints should be on glossy paper with no surface texture.

n	 Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 250 pixels per inch. Low resolution 
photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.

n	 Prints will be returned at your request. Write your name and address on the 
back of the photo. 

Homecoming 
and Reunion
OCTOBER 6–9, 2005

Mark your calendars and save  
October 6–9 for Homecoming and 
Reunion at Sewanee.
 

Class reunions
2000, 1995, 1990, 1985, 1980, 
1975, 1970, 1965, 1960, 1955 
and Exornati

For a complete listing of accommo-
dations and more information, visit 
<www.sewaneeonline.com/ 
homecoming05.html> or call the 
Homecoming Hotline for recorded 
updates at 931.598.1633.

college class notescollege class notes

1943
Hamlin Caldwell and his wife, Violet, 
reported having recently completed 
a 10-day tour of Canada. They rode 
the train from Vancouver to Jasper 
and then took a bus to Calgary, 
where they saw a grizzly bear, rode a 
snowmobile on a glacier, and took a 
gondola lift to the top of a mountain.

1950
michael mcGee is very active in 
masonry. He is the master of Blue 
Lodge, senior warden of knights Tem-
plar, chaplain of Royal Arch, president 
of Sojourners, and commander of 
Heroes of ’76. 

 

1951
Paul Keil 
uhrig would 
like to hear 
from any class 
members at 
<agitzke@cfl.
rr.com>. 
He writes, 
“Charlotte and 
I celebrated 
our 50th wedding anniversary last 
year. We live in Sanford, Fla. (north of 
Orlando). We raised four children, keil, 
Ann, Mary, and Philip. I missed our 
50th class reunion due to health rea-
sons but thoroughly enjoyed the 1947 
football class reunions in 1997 and 
in 2001. Notice I’m still sporting the 
Sewanee cap five decades later but 
had to give up the football for now!”

1955
roger Jordan wrote in February: 
“Although I had a bout with throat 
cancer in 1993, and am retired as 
an attorney and college professor, I 
am still active and heading to Boston 
next month for a board meeting 
of the International Association of 
Laryngectomees. I have been on 
the board for several years and was 
recently successful in bringing the 
2006 annual meeting to Biloxi, Miss., 
at the Isle of Capri Casino Resort. I 
live on the coast in Diamondhead, 
Miss., about 50 miles from New 
Orleans.”

1956
ed Duggan retired after 43 years 
in education, having served as the 
head of the School of Education and 
Teacher Training at the Redding Cen-
ter of National University, California’s 
second largest private university. Ed 
and his wife, Nancy, live in Redding 
and have three children and 10 
grandchildren.

1957
William Stephen Turner iii’s com-
pany, Worldwide Service Technolo-
gies, Ltd., extended its offerings to 
include short courses in Leadership, 
Sarbanes-Oxley, Data Quality, and 
Real Cost Reductions.

1958
David evett 
published a book, 
Discourses of Serv-
ice in Shakespeare’s 
England, in 2005 
(Palgrave Macmil-
lan). It is the first 
book-length study 
of the ideals and 
practices of servants and 
service in the work of Shakespeare 
and his contemporaries.

1963
Sam Pickering’s book, Letters to 
a Teacher (Atlantic Monthly Press, 

2004), was featured 
by the Chronicle of 
Higher Educa-
tion as one of 
five books for 
professors look-
ing to improve 
their teaching 
ability. Sam’s 

most recent book is 
Indian Summer: Musings on the Gift 
of Life, published by the University 
of Missouri Press. In this collection 
of personal essays, he brings to the 
page again his family, students, and 
a wealth of country characters who 
live in places that exist only in his 
imagination. Sam was also elected 
to the Fellowship of Southern Writ-
ers this year, as was Wyatt Prunty, 
C’69, Carlton Professor of English 
and director of the Sewanee Writers’ 
Conference. Sam is a professor of 
English at the University of Connecti-
cut in Storrs.

1967
Bill Allison was named a “Super 
Lawyer” by Texas Monthly. Bill is 
director of the Criminal Defense 
Clinic at the University of Texas law 
school, which seeks to train lawyers 
and identify the falsely convicted. 
edwin Allen continues his success-
ful dental practice in Florence, S.C. 
Sandy estes is an obstetrician and 
gynecologist in Charleston, S.C. His 
congressional district elected him for 
a 4-year term to the South Carolina 
State Board of Medical Examiners. 
His wife, Toi, is an accountant and is 
developing some properties in the 

Reunionyear
OCTOBER 6–9
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West Palm Beach, Fla., area where 
Bert Gibson is handling most of 
the legal work. Buck Jardine is the 
management counselor at the U.S. 
Embassy in The Hague, where he 
lives with his wife, Barbara, and son, 
Matthew (10). He had spent four 
years at the U.S. Embassy in Lusaka, 
Zambia, having a great time traveling 
in southern Africa. Buck Lyon-vaiden 
has been teaching German at the 
McDonogh School outside of Balti-
more since 1971. He and his wife, 
Lynn, have two sons, Mark (17) and 
Rick (15). Buck plays the carillon 
he helped obtain for McDonogh in 
1978, and he organizes a summer 
carillon recital series. He also leads 
month-long summer trips to Germany 
for his students. Hank “Flea” Perrin 
joined the School of Theology’s 
Alumni Council. Flea and his wife, 
Ann, C’74, live in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
close enough to watch the Cleve-
land Browns’ new general manager, 
Phil Savage, C’87. Phil successfully 
applies lessons he learned from 
Sewanee Coach Horace Moore. Duvy 
Spruill and his wife, Jody, have three 
daughters, two of whom graduated 
from Sewanee and married Sewanee 
alumni who became lawyers. Duvy 
practices law in Columbia, S.C. Jim 
Sutton is the executive director of 
the Bronx River Parkway Conservancy 
and is busy with his drama club on 
36th Street in New york City. Bill veh-
nekamp attended a preview of the 
club’s production of Arsenic and Old 
Lace, and Peter “P.r.” Walter (now 
living his dream life in Sewanee, 
teaching tennis and traveling) saw 
another show this season. Jim volun-
teered at the Republican Convention, 
where he “had great fun checking in 
the press corps.” He is also on the 
finance committee of the Episcopal 
Actors Guild, chaired by Law & Order 
star Sam Waterston, H’04. Tim 
vollrath lives in Annandale, Va., with 
his wife, Joan, and their two children, 
Jessica (18) and David (17). After 
serving in the Peace Corps in a 
remote village in Upper Volta with 
Buck Lyon-vaiden, Tom received 
a master’s and a Ph.D. in agricul-
tural economics at the University of 
Tennessee in knoxville. He works as 
an economist at the Asia Western 
Hemisphere Branch of the Economic 
Research Service, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture in Washington, D.C. 
rod Webb and his wife, Diane, live 

in Germantown, Tenn. He works as 
a radiologist at Humboldt General 
Hospital. Rod occasionally sees Dan 
Work and his wife, Billie. Rod visited 
with richard Dolbeer at their 40th 
high school reunion in Huron, Ohio. 

1968
robert e. Gribbin’s book, In the  
Aftermath of Genocide, was 
published in March 2005. Having 
served twice as U.S. ambassador 
in Rwanda, before and after the 
genocide, he gives a first-hand ac-
count of the country’s recent civil war 
and the events immediately following 
it. Though retired, Robert is still 
active in African affairs. The book is 
available from <www.iuniverse.com> 
or all online book stores. Harvey 
Hillin and Mary Hillin published their 
second book, Drugs and Youth: What 
Parents, Teachers, or Helping Profes-
sionals Should Know. Both work for 
the kansas Department of Social 
and Rehabilitation Services. Their 
oldest son is an emergency room 
nurse at a Topeka hospital and their 
youngest son is an engineer at the 
Johnson Space Center. Harvey also 
wrote a chapter for Sage Publica-
tions’ Handbook of Families and 
Health. Conrad B. myrick co-au-
thored a technical book, Enterprise 
Business Architecture: The Formal 
Link Between Strategy and Results, 
released by Auerbach Publications in 
August 2004. Intelligent Enterprise, 
part of the TechWeb Business Tech-
nology Network, featured the book as 
its lead in January 2005. 

1971
Harry Glenos is senior vice president 
and director of industry research 
at AmSouth Bank in Birmingham, 
Ala. Lance ikard retired in Febru-
ary 2004 after 30 years in human 
resources. Lance began his second 
career in the education field on 
January 3, 2005. He is employed as 
director of professional development 
for Middle Tennessee State University 
in Murfreesboro, Tenn. Lance’s third 
grandchild was born in February 
2005. Lance and his wife, Shirley, 
live in Murfreesboro.

1972
Tim Callahan joined S&k Technolo-

Many Sewanee faithful attended the April 23 installation of the Very Rev. 
samuel t. lloyd iii, H’96, former University of the South chaplain, as 
the ninth dean of the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. First row (kneel-
ing): Annwn Hawkins Myers; Dixon Myers; Cathy rafferty Quinn, C’96; 
madge Gerbracht-stagnaro, C’92. Second row: Walter merrill, 
C’70; Catherine Gray Shelton; Cynthia Potter; morgan merrill, C’73; 
Dean Lloyd; blucher lines, C’71; Paige ford fisher, C’93; Ruthie 
Lloyd Gray; duncan m. Gray Jr., T’53, H’72; andy anderson, 
T’94. Third row: Joan Williamson; Robert Hedrick; Sam Williamson; Bran 
Potter; Charles DuBois; Ruth DuBois; dick lodge, C’71; sarah lodge, 
C’03; luis leon, C’71, H’99; Treeby Williamson Brown; Polk van 
Zandt, C’74, T’94.

Left: In April, Joe Winkelman, 
C’64, (rear) and his wife, Lowell, 
invited lander dunbar, C’01; 
melissa ford, T’01; and robin 
rotman, C’04, to dinner. Joe 
hopes this occasion will mark the in-
augural meeting of the Sewanee Club 
of Oxford, England. The photo shows 
the group in front of the Winkelmans’ 
house in Headington, just outside Ox-
ford. Joe reports that Lander, younger 
son of scottie dunbar, C’64, 
is reading for a D.Phil. in classical 
archaeology at Corpus Christi College. 
Melissa was a graduate student but 
returned to the United States in May to 
work for a medical charity based in San 
Francisco. Robin is studying geology on 
a Rhodes Scholarship. 
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gies, Inc., as the director of contracts 
for their aerospace operations division 
on August 1, 2004. S&k is a Native 
American, tribally-owned company 
with headquarters in St. Ignatius, 
Mont. Tim’s division is based in War-
ner Robins, Ga. He oversees contracts 
valued in excess of $500 million 
providing: management of repair and 
return services for aircraft compo-
nents; technical data management; 
and corrosion prevention and control 
for the U.S. Air Force. Tim and his wife, 
karen, live in Warner Robins. Their 
son, Daniel, is a student at Carleton 
College in Northfield, Minn. Guerry 
Thornton Jr. helped organize the Paris 
Literary Festival at Shakespeare & 
Co., the historic bookstore in Paris, 
France. He assisted with readings and 
workshops during the 2003 Festival 
and the 2004 Bloomsday celebra-
tion. The original Shakespeare & Co. 
helped many writers, including James 
Joyce, Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald and Allen Tate, a past editor 
of The Sewanee Review. Wyatt Prunty, 
C’69, director of the Sewanee Writers’ 
Conference, lectured at the 2003 
Paris Festival and was a consultant 
to Guerry. Allen Tate was a featured 
poet at the 2003 festival. Guerry met 
Tate in 1971, and his writings inspired 
Guerry to go to Paris to become 
involved with Shakespeare & Co.

1973
Peter Huggins 
teaches in the Eng-
lish department at 
Auburn University. 
He published his 
third book of 
poems, Neces-
sary Acts (River 
City Publishing), 
in December 
2004; his two 
previous collections are Blue Angels 
(River City Publishing 2001), and 
Hard Facts (Livingston Press 1998). 
His novel for middle grade readers, In 
the Company of Owls, is forthcoming, 
and a picture book, Trosclair and 
the Alligator, is scheduled to appear 
from Star Bright Books/New york in 
the summer of 2005. Parkin Hunter 
retired as a corporate lawyer from the 
legal division of Wachovia Corpora-
tion to become an assistant attorney 
general for South Carolina. His wife, 

Serena Hunter, C’74, continues her 
job as director of operations for the 
South Carolina chapter of the Nature 
Conservancy. Their daughter, Sara, 
will go to Heathwood Hall Episcopal 
School in the fall as a ninth grader. 
Sara has enjoyed attending Provi-
dence Day School in Charlotte, N.C., 
where she participated in theatre 
productions for the last three years.

1974
Tom Cowan and mary Shelley eaves 
were married on December 28, 
2004, in Destin, Florida. They live in 
New Orleans. Serena Hunter contin-
ues her job as director of operations 
for the South Carolina chapter of the 
Nature Conservancy. Her husband, 
Parkin, C’73, retired as a corporate 
lawyer from the legal division of 
Wachovia Corporation to become an 
assistant attorney general for South 
Carolina. Their daughter, Sara, will go 
to Heathwood Hall Episcopal School 
in the fall as a ninth grader. Sara has 
enjoyed attending Providence Day 
School in Charlotte, N.C., where she 
participated in theatre productions 
for the last three years.

1975
Pamela mumby lives in the Denver, 
Colo., area with her husband and 
son. She works half-time at the 
V.A. Medical Center in outpatient 
substance abuse as a psychiatric 
nurse practitioner. Pamela also has a 
private practice in spiritual counsel-
ing, psychotherapy, and psychiatric 
medication. Additionally, she teaches 
classes in Sufism.

1976
eddie Krenson accepted a position 
as associate executive director for 
non-public and special purpose 
schools for the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools, Council on 
Accreditation and School Improve-
ment. He and his wife live in Atlanta. 
Tony Winters’ firm, Pentastudio 
Architecture, opened a new studio in 
Rome, Italy. 

1977
richard Courtney was named 2004 
Realtor of the year by the Greater 

Nashville Association of Realtors 
(GNAR). Courtney is also active at 
the national and state levels of the 
Realtor Association. In the National 
Association of Realtors, he serves as 
Realtor Political Involvement Commit-
tee leader for the state of Tennessee, 
and he is a trustee for Tennessee 
Realtors Political Action Committee. 

1979
Linda Todd Buikema’s son, John, 
graduated from boot camp in 
October 2005. He is a lance corporal 
with the U.S. Marines, fighting in 
Ramadi, Iraq. Linda writes, “We hear 
from John fairly often via e-mail, but 
we are always worried about him. He 
is living his dream and we are very 
proud of him. Our second son, Will 
(16), stays busy playing his guitars 
and writing music. My husband, Todd, 
and I have moved about every three 
years because of his job with B.P. We 
have lived in California, Texas (four 
times), Alaska, and England. Houston 
has been our home for the past five 
years. We love our life! I paint daily, 
but only picked it back up about six 
years ago. Would love to hear news 
from the rest of the class of 1979 at 
<Lbuikema@houston.rr.com>.”

1980
edward “Chip” Tefft writes, “Last 
April, Christy and I and our three 
children moved from Augusta, Ga., 
across the river to Aiken, S.C. I 

continue to be employed by Bechtel 
as a senior design engineer. We 
remain active in our church, where 
Christy and I serve in various ways, 
particularly myself as an elder. 
Please give us a call if you plan to be 
in the area.”

1981
Johann “Chip” manning Jr. works 
for Wolverine Tube, Inc., in Hunts-
ville, Ala., as president and chief 
operating officer, a newly established 
position. He is responsible for all 
North American operations. He joined 
the company in 1998. Lisa Stolley 
miller writes: “I am in my first year of 
the M.Div. program at the Episcopal 
Seminary of the Southwest in Austin 
and am a postulant in the Diocese 
of Texas.” David Weinstein and Pat 
“Appy” Apperson, C’83, hiked 81.5 
miles along the Foothills Trail border-
ing North and South Carolina in April. 
Lynda Wornom Wright lives in St. An-
drews, Scotland. Her husband, Ross, 
is working on a Ph.D. in theology and 
their three sons, ages 16, 13, and 
8, attend local schools. Lynda works 
part time in Blackwell’s Bookshop.

1983
Pat “Appy” Apperson writes, “Our 
Sewanee years taught us well! In 
April, David Weinstein, C’81, and I 
hiked 81.5 miles along the Foothills 
Trail (borders South Carolina and 
North Carolina) in seven days and 

This alumni group enjoyed watching Sewanee play at Maryville College in Janu-
ary. Front row: Jackie lefler, C’75; Jack Lefler, Sr., father of Jackie, both of 
Loudon, Tenn.; bill skaggs, C’76, of Knoxville, Tenn. Back row: Gordo 
Watson, C’75, of Loudon, Tenn.; rick dew, C’76, of Knoxville, Tenn.
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seven nights from Caesars Head 
State Park to Oconee State Park. 
Sights included Mt. Sassafras 
(highest mountain in S.C.), Lake 
Jocasse, Whitewater Falls, Laurel Fork 
Falls, Toxaway River, Horsepasture 
River, Thompson River, Whitewater 
River, and Chattooga River. Elevation 
ranged from 1,000 to 3,500 feet. 
My dog, Shadow, did the trip with us, 
carrying all her own food.”

1984
Carl Brutkiewicz married Barbara 
Shartava at Christ Episcopal Church 
in Mobile, Ala., on April 24, 2004. 
The Rev. marshall P. Craver, T’84, 
conducted the ceremony. Thomas  
mcConnell published a collection of 
short fiction, A Picture 
Book of Hell and Oth-
er Landscapes, with 
Texas Tech University 
Press in January. As 
a recent recipient of 
a Fulbright Scholar-
ship, he’ll spend 
next year teaching 
American literature and 
creative writing in the Czech Republic, 
where he’ll be accompanied by his 
wife, Janet, and son, Bram.

1985
John Barden won the 2005 Angell 
Award for his book ‘Postle Jack Tales, 
Gospel Images in New Appalachian 
Folk Tales. The award is given by the 
Presbyterian Writers Guild. The book’s 
main character, Jack, originated in Ap-
palachian folk tales about a wander-
ing man whose experiences reflected 
the humor and wisdom of the region. 
John adapts the tales to the parables 
in the Gospel of Matthew.

1986
Susan Steele 
Askew; her 
husband, 
Bob; and their 
son, Spears 
(born October 
9, 2004), 
enjoyed the 
legacy party 
for seniors 
and their families during the 2005 
commencement events in Sewanee. 
Susy works in Sewanee’s Alumni Office. 

robbie Fisher was named the 2004 
Soil, Air and Water Conservationist of 
the year by the Nature Conservancy’s 
state director for commitment to 
conservation in Mississippi. Robbie is 
active in preserving coastal marshes, 
longleaf pines, bottomland hardwood, 
and habitats for imperiled species. She 
lives in Jackson, Miss.

1987
randall Lancaster is head of the 
English department at Father Ryan 
High School in Nashville, Tenn. He 
teaches American and British literature, 
and created electives on World War I, 
World War II, and Shakespeare. He also 
instructs adult education classes on 
C.S. Lewis, G.k. Chesterton, and Dante.

1988
Paul Harris Boardman is co-writer 
and producer of The Exorcism of 
Emily Rose, filmed in Vancouver. 
After four months of production, 
Paul returned home to Louisiana, 
where he lives with his wife, Lawton 
Brewster Boardman, and their chil-
dren, Annabel (5) and Paul Jr. (2). In 
post-production, Paul supervised the 
editing, scoring, special effects, and 
sound design. Sony Pictures/Screen 
Gems will release the film, starring 
Oscar nominees Laura Linney and 
Tom Wilkinson, in the fall of 2005. 
Catherine Stevens Gustafson and 
richard K. Gustafson ii, C’90, an-
nounce the birth of Lillian Elizabeth 
on September 27, 2003. Her big 
brother, Stevens (3), is happy to have 
a little sister. They live in Evanston, Ill. 

1989
John Barr and his wife Noelle, an-
nounce the birth of William Woodson 
on September 24, 2004. William 
joins his brothers, John Hanson III 
(7) and Warren Nash (5). John and 
Noelle live in Houston, Tex., where 
John practices law with Bracewell 
& Patterson, 
L.L.P. mark 
Conwell and 
his wife, Wen-
dy, announce 
the birth of 
their second 
child, Carson 
Lucille, on 
August 30, 

2004. Shawn Graham and Anna 
Graham, C’90, announce the birth of 
Eleanor Claire on February 23, 2005. 
“Ellie” joins sister Meredith (5). 
Scott Smith and his wife, Patrice, 
announce the birth of Charles Lathan 
Smith on January 17, 2005. Scott 
works as director of housing and 
residential life at Seattle University. 
rob Wood and family returned to 
Georgia in November 2004, where 
he now serves as rector of St. Aidan’s 
Episcopal Church in Alpharetta, Ga. 
Rob invites alumni to visit in person 
or visit online at <http://www.
staidans.org>. He and his wife, 
Sara, recently celebrated their 10th 
anniversary. Sara edits and writes for 
Inspire Your World, a new maga-
zine that “celebrates the people, 
companies, and causes that inspire 
us to give back.” Their daughters are 
Caroline (8) and Becca (6).

1990
Anna 
Graham and 
Shawn Gra-
ham, C’89, 
announce 
the birth of 
Eleanor Claire 
on February 
23, 2005. 
“Ellie” joins 
sister Meredith (5). richard K. 
Gustafson ii and Catherine Stevens 
Gustafson, C’88, announce the birth 
of Lillian Elizabeth on September 
27, 2003. Her big brother, Stevens 
(3), is happy to have a little sister. 
They live in Evanston, Ill. Scott Payne 
safely returned from a three-week 
trip kayaking the Class V whitewater 
of Chile and Argentina. Scott lives in 
Nashville, Tenn., where he works as a 
certified financial planner for Bank of 
America. Jennifer mcClain Single-
ton works as assistant executive di-
rector of the Carriage Association of 
America, an educational organization 
dedicated to horse-drawn vehicles. 
She and her husband, A.J., live in 
Lexington, ky.

1991
Cynthia v. Bradley is director of 
fund-raising and public relations 
for the Elizabeth Center for Cancer 
Detection. She writes that she still 
loves Latin and presents workshops 

on Ancient Roman cuisine twice 
a year at Junior Classical League 
conventions around California. 
Jennifer Davis was promoted from 
research manager to senior research 
manager at The Marketing Workshop, 
Inc. (MWI). Located in Norcross, Ga., 
MWI is a top-50 marketing research 
firm. George “Woody” Koppel mar-
ried kristen Cocke on April 2, 2005, 
at St. George’s Episcopal Church in 
New Orleans. His sister, mary Kop-
pel, C’99, presided at the ceremony. 
melanie “missy” urick writes, “After 
spending the past five years as head 
of asset allocation and diversifica-
tion strategies for the private client 
services group at C.S.F.B., I have 
changed jobs. Now, as a senior vice 
president at Dominick & Dominick 
L.L.C. in New york, I am the firm’s 
product manager for all S.M.A.s, 
mutual funds, and alternative invest-
ments, and am responsible for the 
firm’s investment strategy and asset 
allocation.” Paul Woodall and his 
wife, Genie, announce the birth of 
Logan Oliver on January 20, 2005. 
He joins older brother Thomas (2).

1992
Greg Hill was named chief of staff 
for Rep. Steve Pearce, R-N.M., on 
March 28, 2005. Greg had served as 
a deputy assistant secretary at the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development since 2003 for the Bush 
Administration. He had also worked 
in the financial services industry 
in Brazil, the United kingdom, and 
Germany. He lives in Alexandria, Va. 
madison michael, his wife, Christie, 
and Matt (4) announce the birth of 
Zachary kent in Bristol, England, on 
March 2, 2005. They have been living 
in Olveston, England, for the past 
year. Madison finished his neurosurgi-
cal residency and is completing an 
international fellowship in skull base 
neurosurgery. Then he and his family 
will move back to Memphis, Tenn., 
where Madison will join the University 
of Tennessee faculty. Tara moore 
Skelton, her husband, Ben, and her 
son, Owen, announce the birth of 
Lillian Moore on November 4, 2004. 
They live in Ocean Springs, Miss.

1993
J.C. and Tammy Haston Austin 
announce the birth of William “Liam” 
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Robert on 
March 14, 
2005. The 
family lives 
in New york 
City, where J.C. 
works as as-
sociate pastor 
at Madison 
Avenue Pres-

byterian Church. J.C. recently began 
writing his Ph.D. dissertation in ethics 
and international affairs through the 
University of Cape Town in South 
Africa. Daniel and Daphne Owens 
Battle announce the birth of Scarlett 
Carolina on April 1, 2005. Daphne’s 
stepson, Forrest Taylor Battle, gradu-
ated from high school this year. Their 
business, Cypress Cultural Consul-
tants, continues to prosper, allowing 
them to purchase a home on Coosaw 
Island, South Carolina. Lesley Chap-
man married Patrick Holloway in Lex-
ington, ky., on December 28, 2004. 
Lesley is the visual resources curator 
for the University of kentucky Depart-
ment of Art. Jim Hamilton and his 
wife, Silvina, announce the birth of 
Cristian James on August 26, 2004. 
Jim received his doctorate in forestry 
from N.C. State on August 10, 2004. 
He writes, “I went from Ph.D. to D.A.D. 
in less than a month!” Jim works with 
Christmas tree growers in Boone, 
N.C., as a county extension agent but 
is moving the gang back to Alabama 
to teach forestry at Alabama A&M 
University in Huntsville. Sarah and 
Doug murray announce the birth 
of Julie McCall on April 17, 2005. 
Julie joins her big brother Thomas 
(6). robin Snyder Springer and her 
husband, Rich, announce the birth 
of Grace McFadden on November 
13, 2004. Grace joins her sister, 
Ella (3). They live in Portland, Oreg., 
where Robin continues to work 
for the Multnomah County District 
Attorney’s Office as a prosecutor. 
robert Frederick vogler married Ann 
kathleen Linnehan on September 18, 
2004, in Silver Spring, Md. Parker 
Wheatley completed his Ph.D. in 
agricultural and applied economics 
at the University of Minnesota in 
March 2004. He has been a visiting 
professor of economics at Carleton 
College for the past three years, and 
he will start a tenure-track position in 
the Department of Economics at the 
College of Saint Benedict at Saint 
John’s University in the fall. Last sum-

mer, he and his son, Lawson, went 
camping in the Badlands of South 
Dakota, and also saw the famous 
Corn Palace. 

1994
Shawn and Holly Alves announce 
the birth of their first child, Joseph 
Truman, on December 28, 2004. 
Carl Cravens 
and his 
wife, Lisa, 
announce the 
birth of Edie 
Wells (right) 
on January 
18, 2005. 
James  
Howser and 
Ashley Aiken Howser, C’95, an-
nounce the birth of Thomas James 
on January 6, 2005. Katherine 
Talbot Wilson married John David 

Roberts at 
St. George’s 
Episcopal 
Church in 
New Orleans 
on November 
6, 2004. 
Sewanee 
alumni 
attendants 

included Christie Kizer and Kelly 
Batcheller Scanlon. The Roberts 
are living in Frisco, Colo., where John 
works as a county planner, and katie 
telecommutes as a managing editor 
for the bridal industry’s business 
publication. In their free time, they 
take advantage of skiing and hiking 
the Rocky Mountains.

1995
Ashley Aiken Howser and James 
Howser, C’94, announce the birth of 
Thomas James on January 6, 2005. 
Charles and Katherine Christy 
israel are moving from Sewanee to 
Auburn, Ala., where Charles will work 
as an associate professor of his-
tory at Auburn 
University. 
Christy writes, 
“Our son, 
John William 
(1), who 
can always 
claim to be a 
Sewanee na-
tive, is enjoy-

Robert Francis Moran

ing unpacking boxes even before we 
move.” Amanda vance moran and 
her husband, 
Tom Moran, 
announce the 
birth of Rob-
ert Francis 
on August 8, 
2004. Kath-
erine mahon 
robinson 
announces 
the birth of 
Frank Elliott 
IV on September 4, 2005. He joins 
his big sister, kate. katherine writes, 
“Life with Frank and kate is never 
dull. Looking forward to returning to 
the Mountain for our 10th reunion.”

1996
Andria 
and ivan 
Kozak, C’97, 
announce 
the birth of 
Warren John 
on February 
7, 2005. 
Andria and 
Ivan are living 
in Charlottesville, Va., where Ivan is 
pursuing an M.B.A. at the University 
of Virginia. They moved from Houston, 
Tex., where Ivan worked as a geolo-
gist with ExxonMobil, and Andria was 
an associate with Baker Botts L.L.P. 
Tom Powell and Julie Graves Powell, 

C’97, an-
nounce the 
birth of Mary 
Thomas on 
March 21, 
2004. Tom 
works as a bi-
ologist for the 
Smithsonian 
Environmen-

tal Research Center at the kennedy 
Space Center. Julie enjoys being 
home with Mary Thomas. Stowe ruff 
married Hank Demarest in Greenville, 
S.C., (right) 
on May 
22, 2004. 
Heidi Chagan 
Bristol, C’95, 
attended. 
Stowe works 
in executive 
compensa-
tion at Bank 
of America 
in Charlotte, 
N.C. Celeste 
unsworth 
married Giles 
Pilkington 
(right) atop 
the Herbert 
Glacier near 
Juneau, 
Alaska, 
on September 2, 2004. Brooke 
vaughan married Dave Schroeder 
in Sewanee on May 28, 2005. She 
left her job as director of student 
activities at Sewanee and moved to 
Nashville to pursue new professional 
opportunities.

1997
Andrew Carlie Beck and his wife, 

Erin, an-
nounce the 
birth of Nora 
Denehy on 
November 4, 
2004. Kim-
berly Harvin 
Bryant writes: 
“I started a 
great new 

job on November 1, 2004, as the 
assistant director of annual giving at 
Southwestern University in George-
town, Tex. Although I have come 
to love Southwestern, I still cheer 
wholeheartedly for the Tigers when 
they travel here to play S.U. Once a 
Tiger, always a Tiger! Before starting 
at S.U., my husband Todd and I went 
on a great trip to Italy!” Alexandra 
Huffman graduated from the Tuck 
School of Business at Dartmouth 
with an M.B.A., and moved to 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where she works 
as a financial advisor for the small 
private firm of Truepoint Capital. She 
writes, “Though I’ve only been in the 
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sister, Kate.
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city a few months I am loving it. I 
bought a house in a young fun part 
of town and have become active in 
the cultural and social community. I 
have lots of room for house guests, 
so if anyone is planning a trip to the 
Queen City please let me know!” 
ivan and Andria Kozak, C’96, an-
nounce the birth of Warren John on 
February 7, 2005. Andria and Ivan 
are living in Charlottesville, Va., where 
Ivan is pursuing an M.B.A. at the Uni-
versity of Virginia. They moved from 
Houston, Tex., where Ivan worked 
as a geologist with  ExxonMobil, 
and Andria was an associate with 
Baker Botts L.L.P. Ivan is working as a 
consultant for B.C.G. in Atlanta, Ga., 
this summer and would love to hear 
from Sewanee alumni in the area. 
Ashley Suzanne moore completed 
her fashion design studies at the 
Fashion Institute in Los Angeles 
and is now working as a freelance 
fashion illustrator and journalist. Her 
coverage of the L.A. and New york 
Fashion Weeks was published in 
Rose InStyle Taiwan and Marie Claire 
Hong Kong. Julie Graves Powell and 
Tom Powell, C’96, announce the 
birth of Mary Thomas on March 21, 
2004. Tom works as a biologist for 

the Smithsonian Environmental Re-
search Center at the kennedy Space 
Center. Julie enjoys being home with 
Mary Thomas. 
Wes and 
Tania Talman 
announce the 
birth of Sofia 
Craighill on 
January 28, 
2005. The 
family moved 
from Denver, 
Colo., to Philadelphia, Penn., in May, 
where Tania will work as a business 
research analyst for new products 
with Merck Vaccines. Wes is a sales 
manager for Scoutware Recruiting, a 
sports recruiting software firm.

1998
elizabeth Cunningham opened 
her law office in Missoula, Mont., in 
November 2004. She is licensed to 
practice in Montana, Colorado, and 
Mississippi. Sheridan L. Gilkerson 
joined the firm of Jackson, Sjoberg, 
McCarthy & Wilson L.L.P. in Austin, 
Texas. He practices water and oil and 
gas law. Amanda Plauche Jones and 
robin Houston Jones announce the 

Zachary Goodyear, C’01, and martha Greene, C’03, were married 
on July 31, 2004, in Chapel Hill, N.C. Many Sewanee alumni joined them for 
the celebration. They are living in Nashville, Tenn., where Martha is pursuing 
a master’s in nursing at Vanderbilt University and Zach is selling residential real 
estate along with business partner scott evans, C’98.

you’ve taken all the classes, agonized over comps, partied to the 
small hours, lived large and lived smart, and made friends for a 
lifetime. 

It’s time to celebrate the Class of 2005 and your own academic 
journey, whenever it was! and it’s time to honor that journey with 
a gift to Sewanee Fund 2006. 

When you remember Sewanee with a gift to the Sewanee Fund, 
you stand beside dedicated faculty and eager students as they learn 
and study on the Mountain, assuring them you still value an insti-
tution that is central in your life.

yes, let’s celebrate with a gift to 
Sewanee Fund 2006, a campaign 
which began July 1, 2005, and ends 
next year at midnight on June 30. But 
don’t wait until next June. Make your 
gift today to keep Sewanee a place the 
best can reach for the best. 

Call 800.367.1179 or visit  
www.sewaneeonline.com

a time to Celebrate!
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birth of Caroline Parker on January 
22, 2005. Kristen morrissey mar-
ried Jeffrey Douglas Thiede on August 
7, 2004. Doug and kristen live in 
San Francisco, Calif. Sabrina Scinto 
writes, “I am a proud cook at yale 
University. I got married and divorced 
the same year. Now I am single but 
still looking for the love of my life.” 
Cynthia norman Williams joined the 
law firm Clark, Dolan, Morse, Oncale 
& Hair, P.C., in Birmingham, Ala., as 
an associate. 

1999
Sarah Downey obtained her Ph.D. 
in medieval studies at the University 
of Toronto in November 2004 and 
is now a postdoctoral fellow at the 
University of Toronto. Andrew Gal-
lian gave a lecture for the Sewanee 
physics department in Woods 
Laboratories on February 23, 2005. 
He is working on his Ph.D. disserta-
tion at the University of Alabama in 
Birmingham. miles Knickerbocker 
graduated in 2003 from Griffith 
University in Brisbane, Australia, with 
a master’s in clinical psychology. 
He works as a consultant psycholo-
gist for Sentis, a Brisbane-based 
psychology firm that provides psy-
chologically based safety programs 
and consultancy for heavy industry in 
Australia, New Zealand, and Canada. 
mary Koppel married Mark Anthony 
Vicknair on October 9, 2004. The 
Rev. William Gedge Gayle, T’63, 
officiated the service. Mary’s brother, 
George “Woody” Koppel, C’91, gave 
away the bride. The bridesmaids were 

Paige eagan Oxley, Theresa zuc-
chero, and Ansley Tullos, C’98. Mary 
is a priest at St. Martin’s Episcopal 
Church, Metairie, La. Her boss, the 
Rev. Fred Devall, C’91, attended the 
ceremony. Jamie may married ka-
tayoon Sadre at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 
on October 2, 2004. In attendance 
were kati and Hunter Connelly, 
C’96; Pete Dillon C’96; Josh Trahan; 
Dale Wellman; Tony DeFilippo, C’00; 
Joe Thoni, C’79; Dixon Myers; and 
Bill mauzy, C’72. Jamie practices law 
with Hahn, Loeser and Parks, L.L.P., in 
Cleveland. He and kati live in Shaker 
Heights. Arpie Parker married keen 
Starke in 
Richmond, 
Va., on 
September 
18, 2004. In 
attendance 
were class-
mates Farrar 
Betts, Kristin 
Sturges Hair, 
Sara Dicks, 
Kate Wassum, and Tara Howell. 
The couple lives in Beijing, China, 
and welcomes Sewanee visitors. 
David Price and his wife, Carolyn 
Davidheiser Price, purchased an 
old house in East Nashville. David 
works from home as an architectural 
historian for New South Associates, 
headquartered in Stone Mountain, 
Ga. He is currently working on a com-
prehensive inventory and analysis 
of Sewanee’s historic buildings and 
landscape with Major McCullough of 
the Sewanee Preservation Program. 

Catharine Jackson, C’01, and Collin husbands, C’98, were 
married in Thomasville, Ga., on April 17, 2004. Many Sewanee friends 
attended the ceremony: scott hall, C’01; david Grooms, C’80; 
Wendell heard, C’98; Zach Goodyear, C’01; martha Green 
Goodyear, C’03; Jordan Patty, C’98; matthew robinson, C’99; 
rob Phillips, C’98; Julia norwood, C’97; mcneill Wells, C’97; 
bobby Jackson, C’95; Craig schmidt, C’95; don Gladders, 
C’98; Kyle sclafani, C’96; forrest allen, C’01; Whit davis, 
C’97; laura rinker mcdaniel, C’98; betsy Pollett munoz, 
C’98; Phillip Watt, C’83; ethan brinkman-hansen, C’02; 
sally Jackson, C’06; michael douglas, C’98; nick Williams, 
C’04; John Graves, C’02; Claire lambert davis, C’98; andy 
schmidt, C’98; sara anderson donahoe, C’98; Krissy Walker 
Gladders, C’01; tom Clough, C’98; day Peake, C’99; Charlie 
schneider, C’01.

Calling Former Alley 
Workers

Do you have fond (or foul) memories of working 
to maintain Abbo’s Alley during your student 
years? The Friends of Abbo’s Alley would like 
to create a record of those who worked under 
Abbo himself, or Professors Puckette, ramseur, 
Cushman, Gooch, or others. Write to Louis rice, 
170 Texas Ave., Sewanee, Tn 37375, or e-mail to 
<lrice@sewanee.edu>, with your name, when you 
worked in the Alley, and any remembrances of 
days past. We’ve already received some interest-
ing responses — please send yours, too.

all alumni and friends of the University are invited to 
join Vice Chancellor Joel Cunningham to learn about 
the Sewanee Call campaign at our regional campaign 
launch events: 

thursday, september 8, in Chattanooga
tuesday, september 13, in nashville

monday, october 17, in atlanta
november, date t.b.d., in birmingham

All events will be held in the evening. Exact locations are to be determined. 
Sewanee Club members in these areas will receive invitations in the mail 
soon. Contact Libby Thoni, events coordinator, for more information at 
800.367.1179.
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twin Stars 
Jeff and Brian Fiore shine in the U.S. State and Defense departments

I f you were a junior member of 
the civil service working for the 
Department of State or Defense 

in Washington, D.C., what would you 
consider the hot career-advancement 
opportunities of the past couple of 
years? 

Maybe assisting with diplomacy dur-
ing the 2004 Summer Olympic games 
in athens? Maybe something to do with 
military planning and strategy in fight-
ing terrorism?

Jeff and Brian Fiore, C’00, then, 
might inspire envy. 

after graduating from the University 
five years ago, these twin brothers from 
gloucester County, new Jersey, went on 
to earn master’s degrees in public administration at the University of 
tennessee at Chattanooga. In 2002, both found jobs within the vast 
Washington bureaucracy. Within their first two years of employment 
at State and Defense, respectively, Jeff served in the U.S. embassy 
in athens during the Olympics, and Brian has become involved in 
planning the future size and configuration of the U.S. army.

a political science and music double major, Jeff modestly de-
scribes his role as a program officer for the State Department as “sort 
of a catch-all job. I guess it’s a typical bureaucrat.” 

he works with administering programs, measuring how well they 
work, and “making sure that things go smoothly overseas, making sure 
people here at the department get to be where they need to be.” 

It was an unexpected thrill, then, when he was tapped to join the 
team at the U.S. embassy in athens for the summer Olympics. he 
arrived about a month before the games began and stayed throughout 
the two-week event. 

“It was good exposure to how an embassy works,” he says. “and it 
expands your perspective on the whole mission of the United States 
government and international relations, which is what I studied at 
Sewanee. It’s not just about treaties and formal relations with gov-
ernments, but it’s also about contributing to tourism, trade, those 
kinds of areas often not included in the news.” 

While Jeff works with the “peaceniks” over at State (he admits 
getting razzed by Brian’s friends from Defense), Brian is working 
with the Pentagon to plan the future of the U.S. army. 

Last December, Brian was promoted to serve as a liaison between 
the Center for army analysis (Caa) and the Pentagon. he is the 
youngest person in the agency’s history to serve in that role.

“Caa is the army’s premier analytical agency,” Brian says, “and 
we conduct analysis on everything from current operations in Iraq 

(for example, developing new ideas on 
locating car bombs and weapons) to 
analyzing new ways to produce energy 
for the field army.” 

the focus of Brian’s work has placed 
him in the maelstrom of the national 
debate over U.S. military involvement 
abroad. “My area of expertise right 
now is trying to decide what size the 
army should be and what units there 
should be in the whole army,” he says. 
“Questions like how many troops does 
the army really need on active duty — I 
deal with those kinds of questions on a 
daily basis.” 

With one million active duty person-
nel and 200,000 civilians in the army, 

he says, such planning is a complex process that includes consider-
ing current commitments, future threats, changing war-fighting 
techniques and equipment, the soldiers’ personal and family needs 
— and a lot of politics. 

“It’s an exciting time to be working at the army headquarters, 
because you see a lot of decisions being made based upon Iraq, based 
upon afghanistan, based upon current political decisions being 
made by the President and by Congress,” he says.

So, what does he think about the current debate over the army’s 
preparedness — or lack of it, as some say — for the Iraq situation? 

“I think we’ve gotten a lot better from the initial start of the Iraq 
war until now,” he says. “the army and the Department of Defense 
in general have gotten into a groove of looking at what’s ahead, what’s 
behind us, and how we mitigate risk and how we plan ahead for the 
future as we pull back from Iraq and as we look at how we strategize 
in the future.”

the brothers say their Sewanee education, especially the skills 
they gained in critical thinking and writing, has enabled them to 
stand out from the crowd. “Sewanee’s education has made me more 
comfortable with how I present my ideas to other people,” says Brian, 
who was a double major in political science and history. “having to 
deal with the senior leadership of the army on a regular basis, being 
able to present a very complex argument coherently in a very small 
amount of time, Sewanee prepared me for that.”

now the Fiores are giving back through volunteer service with the 
Sewanee Fund and Career Services. they even returned to campus 
last spring to teach a session of Professor Sam Williamson’s course 
on intelligence and foreign policy. 

“I consider them a great success story,” says Williamson. 
— Laura Barlament

Brian (left) and Jeff Fiore, C’00, say that Sewanee was a good 
launching pad for fast-track government careers. 
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Right: Carmen blackwell, 
C’03, married Philip Morley on 
March 19, 2005, in Hamilton, 
Tex. Former classmates Krys-
tin Krause, C’03, and Kate 
Graves, C’03, attended the cer-
emony. Carmen graduated from 
Brown University in May 2003. The 
couple lives in Tampa Bay, Fla., where 
Carmen is teaching middle school 
history and Philip, a London native, 
is a carpenter.

beth Girardi and ellis mcCutcheon, both C’02, were married at 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Greensboro, N.C., on September 18, 2004. 
They live in Augusta, Ga. Front row: emily burnett; meghan barnett; 
lily lowery; melissa habel; beth Girardi mcCutcheon; ellis 
mcCutcheon, Josh richmond, all C’02; susannah Weathers 
biel, C’01; Chris timko, C’02. Second row: Jessica farmer; 
Kathryn Wilkinson; amy Johnson; blakely schmidt; emily 
mertz; Wilson rogers; owen reed, all C’02; John Graves, C’03; 
Jim baxter, C’00; James biel, C’01; Kraemer lovelace, C’02; 
Carrie Cutchins, C’02; Jessica hoey, C’01; nick Wallingford, 
C’01. Back row: bill lewis, C’03; sam Parish, C’02; robert 
turnbull, C’02. 

Carolyn, the daughter of Jim and 
Marilyn Davidheiser of Sewanee, is a 
clinical social worker and is program 
director at the Exchange Club Family 
Center, a non-profit child-abuse-pre-
vention agency in Nashville. Kristina 
Steenson graduated from Harvard 
Medical School in June 2004. She 
married Brian Lishawa in April 2004 
and plans to enter residency in 
combined internal medicine and 
pediatrics in July. Jenny Coleman 
Tancrell graduated from the Cecil C. 
Humphreys School of Law at the Uni-
versity of Memphis in May 2004. She 
is practicing in the area of commer-
cial real estate law with the Bernstein 
Law Office in Memphis, Tenn.

2000
Leslie Corwin married Peter de Ha-
ven of Sewickley, Penn., at the Cathe-
dral of St. Philip in Atlanta, Ga., on 
October 2, 2004. They live in Atlanta, 
where Leslie is getting her M.B.A. at 
Emory University’s Goizueta Business 
School. mary missbach Dressler will 
leave her job as an analyst at Total 
Technology Ventures to attend the 
Goizueta Business School at Emory 
University in the fall. Pat Hart and 

his wife, Betsy, 
announce 
the birth of 
Mary Scott on 
December 1, 
2004. They 
live in Jack-
sonville, Fla., 
where Pat 
is stationed 
as a Navy 

pilot. Clay Holland is working on his 
clinical doctorate in physical therapy 
at the University of Saint Augustine 
in St. Augustine, Fla. nathan Leedy 
completed two years in the Peace 
Corps, working in marine conserva-
tion and coral reef management in 
the Republic of Palau. He attends 
the Temple University Dental School 
in Philadelphia, Penn. Bridget 
mcneese joined the Houston office 
of Fulbright & Jaworski, L.L.P., as an 
associate. She received her J.D. from 
the University of Houston Law Center 
in 2004. She focuses her practice 
on litigation, including antitrust and 
securities matters. Leah moore mar-
ried Michael Duzy at Frost Chapel in 
Rome, Ga. on February 12, 2005. 
The couple lives in Wisconsin.

2001
Kip Sikora is in the Peace Corps in 
Ecuador. He wrote in April: “I have 
been in my site, Saraguro, for just 
about a year, and everything is go-
ing pretty well. I have really gotten 
into the cultural exchange goal of 
Peace Corps and am also teaching 
geography in several schools and 
working with the municipality on a 
recycling/solid waste project. Many 
seeds will be planted, most will die, 
maybe a few will grow. I guess that 
is the best I can hope for. As I write 
this, however, Ecuador is under a 
state of emergency and my future 
here is somewhat in doubt.” Adam 
Whiteside writes, “Here is an update 
on my life for the past five years. 
After graduating, I lived in Colorado 
and worked as a sous-chef for two 
years at a lodge in Rocky Mountain 
National Park. I moved back to 
Sewanee and worked at Pearl’s Café 
for a year. In January 2003, I moved 
to Lexington, ky., and began taking 
pre-med requirements. I finished 
the classes in August 2004, and 
was accepted to Louisville Medical 
School in January 2005. I begin 
medical school in August 2005.” 

Laal zada, a recent graduate from 
Temple University School of Podiatric 
Medicine in Philadelphia, is starting 
a two-year residency program at the 
V.A. hospital in Augusta, Ga., in July. 
He married Mareena Gul in Pakistan 
in February 2005. 

Reunionyear
OCTOBER 6–9
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2002
Caroline Catts lives in Beijing, 
China, working as the manager of 
overseas marketing for Analysis 
International. She was accepted into 
Rutgers Executive M.B.A. program in 
Beijing, and will begin school in Sep-
tember 2005. Cassie Greene Henry 
and Gary Henry, C’03, announce the 
birth of Audrey 
Caroline on 
September 
19, 2004. 
They live in 
knoxville, 
Tenn. Beth 
Jacob and 
matt Files 
are discover-
ing the Deep South. Beth lives in 
Memphis, Tenn., working on her 
master’s in applied urban anthropol-
ogy. Matt lives in Jackson, Miss., 
and is in his second year of medical 
school. In the future, they predict 
more school, more traveling, and a 
winning lottery ticket.

2003
Gary Henry and Cassie Greene 
Henry, C’02, announce the birth of 
Audrey Caroline on September 19, 
2004. majonica Lowe and Justin 
Askew, C’04, were married on March 
21, 2003, and have a daughter, 
Jordan. Majonica is a teacher and 
Justin is in a bank management 
program in Georgia. Majonica is 
working on her master’s in counsel-
ing. Kelly mcGowan was awarded 
a National Science Foundation 

fellowship to study at the Research 
Institute for Humanity and Nature 
in kyoto, Japan. She writes, “I will 
spend three months in kyoto — June 
through August — studying and doing 
research on submarine groundwater 
discharge. I am a graduate student 
at University of Florida, working on 
my Ph.D. in geology. My dissertation 
is on the physical and chemical ef-
fects of mangrove-derived brines on 
submarine groundwater discharge.” 
nelson rockwood is living and 
working in New york City as a feature 
film producer for Orphan Media 
Concepts. His first feature, Ironhead, 
will begin production in August.

2004
Justin Askew and majonica Lowe, 
C’03, were married on March 21, 
2003, and have a daughter, Jordan. 
Majonica is a teacher and Justin is 
in a bank management program in 
Georgia. Majonica is working on her 
master’s in counseling. Aaron Brown 
accepted an offer to join the Ph.D. 
program in history at Ohio State 
University in Columbus, Ohio. Aaron 
will specialize in early modern English 
cultural history and looks forward to 
teaching introductory undergraduate 
courses on European civilization as 
well. Additionally, Aaron reports that 
he hopes to begin learning the sacred 
art of cheesemaking sometime in 
the near future. Ginger Logan works 
with the corporate executive board for 
the research information technology 
team, Information Risk Executive 
Counsel, in Washington, D.C. 

the university  
of the south Press

Books and more: 
andrew Lytle  •  John Booty

Medieval Colloquium
Choir CDs

Call 1.800.289.4919 or e-mail pbyerly@sewanee.edu  
for a complete stock and pricelist.

melanie miller, C’02, married James Leithauser on October 16, 2004. 
The ceremony took place next to a river in western North Carolina. The couple 
works for the Nantahala Outdoor Center. Pictured: hester Wagner, C’03; 
mason herring, C’02; Penelope Powell, C’02; hoke Cagle, 
C’03; melanie miller, C’02; shawna miller, C’00; margaret 
stultz, C’02; Keara frizell, C’02; david atkinson, C’02; an-
gela Watkins, C’02; Jordan martin, C’02; alison novak, C’02; 
Julie Jenkins, C’01.

University Art Gallery 
2005–06 Exhibitions

Greg Pond and other artists, “on others”
greg Pond, assistant professor of art, guest curator

august 19–October 9

david Wasserman, “tin Can man”
Recycled tin can “paintings”  
October 21–november 22

Jose betancourt
Photographs and photograms

november 29–February 14

tanya tewell and ashley Waldvogel
Paintings and prints
February 21–april 11

senior exhibition
april 18–May 14
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John Perkins, C’28, of Troy, Ala., died on 
November 12, 2004.

Henry Cortes Jr., A’35, C’39, of Well-
fleet, Mass., died on April 2, 2005. He 
served as a naval officer in World War II, 
worked in oil exploration for Humble Oil 
Co., and owned an outdoor advertising 
agency in Dallas, Tex. 

Jerry G. Wallace, C’39, of Las Cruces, 
N.Mex., died on February 2, 2005. He 
served in the Illinois National Guard 
and the U.S. Army, earning the Bronze 
Star and other decorations for his 
service in World War II. He received a 
master’s in journalism from the Uni-
versity of Missouri. At his retirement in 
1962, he was editor of Military Review. 
He then worked in communications for 
the Sandia Corporation for 21 years.

richard Workman, C’40, of knoxville, 
Tenn., died on April 19, 2005. He 
served in the U.S. Army Air Corps in 
World War II, earned his dental degree 
from the University of Tennessee at 
Memphis, and practiced family den-
tistry from 1948 to 1991. 

Albert Lampton, C’43, of Richland, 
Wash., died on March 25, 2005.

Harvey ragland Jr., C’43, of Birming-
ham, Ala., died on April 14, 2005. 
He was a member of Sigma Nu at 
Sewanee. He received two battle stars 
and the Purple Heart for his service in 
the U.S. Army in World War II. He then 
earned his master’s in business from the 
University of Michigan and worked for 
the family business, Harvey Ragland Co., 
Inc. Survivors include his wife, Isabel, 
and his son, Harvey ragland iii, C’75.

Samuel Scales, C’43, of Washington, 
Miss., died on March 25, 2005. He 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps and the 
U.S. Army Reserves. He retired as a lieu-
tenant colonel and served for 12 years 
as the civilian aide to the Secretary of the 
Army. Survivors include his wife, Bette.

richard m. Trelease Jr., C’43, H’72, of 
Albuquerque, N.Mex., died on February 
25, 2005. He attended the Church Di-
vinity School of the Pacific in Berkeley, 
Calif. In 1971, he was elected bishop 
of the Diocese of the Rio Grande. He 
ordained the first female Episcopal 
priests in New Mexico and in Texas. 
Survivors include his wife, Carol, and 
brother, murray Trelease, C’50.

H. richard moon, N’45, of Marion, Ill., 
died on February 24, 2005. 

William m. Bayle, C’45, T’52, of Buf-
falo, N.y., died on February 24, 2005. 
He served in the U.S. Army in World War 
II and was rector of the Church of the 
Transfiguration in Buffalo for 21 years. 
Survivors include his wife, Audrey.

Thomas rice, N’45, C’48, of kingsport, 
Tenn., died on March 31, 2005. He 
retired from Tennessee Eastman 
Company in 1986. Survivors include 
his wife, Alpha.

James mcmullan, C’49, of Sharps-
burg, Ga., died on March 26, 2005. 
He was president of his own financial 
planning firm and was active in the 
Optimist Club. Survivors include his 
wife, Patricia.

Glenn Dickson Barnes, C’50, of 
Montgomery, Ala., died on March 12, 
2005. He served as a U.S. Navy Corps-
man during World War II. He earned his 
medical degree from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham. During his 
52-year orthopedic practice, he was 
inducted into the Medical Association 
of Alabama’s Hall of Fame. Survivors 
include his wife, Dianne, and brother, 
William Barnes, C’49.

edwin Gilliland Lewis, C’50, of 
Fernandina Beach, Fla., died on April 
14, 2005.

William White, C’51, of Costa Rica, 
died on February 25, 2005. He was 
a member of Alpha Tau Omega at 
Sewanee. White received graduate 
degrees in psychology from Pepper-
dine and practiced psychology in Los 
Angeles, Calif. After retiring to Costa 
Rica, he founded the Julia and David 
White Artists’ Colony. 

Fred Stradley, C’53, of Hawkins, Tex., 
died on March 4, 2005. He was a 
member of kappa Sigma at Sewanee. 
He served as a special agent in the 
Counter Intelligence Corps of the 
U.S. Army. He received his L.L.B. from 
Southern Methodist University School 
of Law in 1959. Texas Monthly des-
ignated him “Texas Super Lawyer” for 
2003 and 2004. Survivors include his 
wife, Nancy, and his son, mark, C’81.

ronald Thomas Dolson, C’56, of 
killeen, Tex., died on November 27, 
2004. Survivors include his wife, Shirley.

robert Hodgson, C’56, died on Febru-
ary 20, 2005.

James Herrin Porter Jr., C’58, of Gulf 
Shores, Ala., died on January 25, 
2005. After four years in the U.S. Navy, 
he earned his law degree from the 
University of Alabama. He practiced law 
in Huntsville and Nashville for 30 years. 
Survivors include his wife, Mary.

ernest Dobson, C’61, of McLean, Va., 
died on March 16, 2005. A veteran of 
the U.S. Marine Corps, he worked in 
the hotel and convention businesses, 
finally forming his own company to 
produce conventions and trade shows. 
Survivors include his wife, Deryl Ann.

Wayne Silvertooth, C’62, of Win-
chester, Tenn., died on November 12, 
2004. Survivors include his wife, Joyce.

John Alan Griswold, C’63, of Mattapoi-
sett, Mass., died on January 26, 2005. 
He was a member of kappa Sigma 
at Sewanee. He attended the General 
Seminary and served as a priest in 
Walpole and Millis, Mass. Survivors 
include his wife, Nancy.

Guy randolph usher, C’63, of Eau 
Claire, Wis., died on October 22, 2005. 
He attended Nashotah House Theologi-
cal Seminary and served many par-
ishes during his 36 years of ministry. 
Survivors include his wife, Evelyn.

Scott Field Bailey, T’53, H’65, of 
Houston, Tex., died on April 9, 2005. He 
served as a chaplain in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II. He was bishop of 
the Diocese of West Texas from 1977 
to 1987, establishing 10 new parishes 
in West Texas. Survivors include his 
wife, Evelyn, and his daughter, Sarah 
Williams Fitzsimmons, C’76.

edward Gignilliat, C’66, of Gainesville, 
Ga., died on February 7, 2005. He 
was a member of Phi Delta Theta at 
Sewanee. He served in the U.S. Na-
tional Guard from 1966 to 1973, and 
owned and operated Bell’s Cleaners 
in Gainesville until he retired in 2002. 
Survivors include his brothers, robert, 
C’65, and Charles, C’68.

robert Bruce Jr., C’67, of Camden, 
S.C., died on April 4, 2005. He served 
in the U.S. Army in Vietnam. General 
manager of Mullberry Plantation in 
Camden for 30 years, he was also 
active in the South Carolina Junior Golf 
Association.

Jess Womack, C’70, of San Antonio, 
Tex., died on April 1, 2005. 

Bruce Hackemann, C’74, of Mt. Juliet, 
Tenn., died on March 20, 2005. He 
was a member of Delta kappa Epsilon 
at Sewanee. He was co-owner of the 
Elite Insurance Agency in Brentwood. 
Survivors include his wife, Faith, and 
his daughter, marisa, C’04.

Helen Howard Porter, C’79, of Atlanta, 
Ga., died on December 10, 2004. She 
was a graduate of Emory Law School 
and practiced law in Cartersville. Survi-
vors include her husband, Thomas.

malinda macDonald-Lewis, C’95, of 
Punta Gorda, Fla., died on February 4, 
2005. She was a nursing graduate from 
Edison College and a life member of the 
Church of the Good Shepherd. Survivors 
include her husband, Trent Lewis.

Friends, Faculty,  
and Staff

Harry Champion died on April 3, 
2005. Beginning in 1959, he worked 
for 17 years in Gailor Dining Hall, and 
returned to Sewanee in 1986 to work 
in the dining hall again until his retire-
ment in 2003.

mary Alexander Crittenden, of 
Greensboro, N.C., died on April 28, 
2005. She was the widow of George 
Alexander, dean of the School of 
Theology at the University of the South 
from 1956 to 1972. After his death in 
1983, she married William Crittenden, 
retired bishop of Erie. 

richard Wilmer Jr., of Pittsburgh, 
Penn., died on March 3, 2005. He was 
chaplain at the University of the South 
from 1948 to 1953 and founded a 
religious studies department here. 
After serving as chaplain at yale and 
dean of Berkeley Divinity School, he 
founded a religious studies department 
at the University of Pittsburgh. Survivors 
include his wife, Sarah. 
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afterword

the Problem 
with education
B y  t h O m a s  L a k e m a n ,  c ’ 8 6

you will learn nothing of value 
here.” Dr. herbert Wentz smiled, 
droll and imposing as he ad-

dressed us, his freshman advisees, in the 
fall of 1982. “nothing that will help you in 
choosing a career,” he continued, “which 
I very much hope will not be academia. 
nothing that will put a penny in your pocket 
or bring true love. If you believe education 
alone will make you happy, you are likely to 
be disappointed.”

Forget about happiness, I scribbled in my 
notebook. Only that morning I’d signed a 
promissory note for my student loans, and 
now I was finding out that my education was 
valueless. Fortunately Dr. Wentz didn’t stop 
there. “you will learn nothing of value at 
the University of the South except this, and I 
should think you’ll be very grateful for it 
in the years to come: you will know when 
someone is talking rot.”

that was exactly the word. not “lies” or 
“nonsense” or “baloney”: rot. Dr. Wentz 
delivered the anglicism in a rolling South-
ern cadence, like an 18th-century member 
of the Virginia house of Burgesses. years 
later, he would inform me he’d been quot-
ing an Oxford don whose name I have since 
forgotten — but I persist in giving the credit 
to Wentz, and anyhow the word was well 
chosen. Rot as in rubbish, refuse, decay. Rot 
upon things that no longer grow or even 
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As I forge ahead with my own teaching adventure, 

I do my best to teach as I was taught: 

that education is valueless, and it is worth everything.

fester and mildew, but only passively fall 
apart. Rot that is not. Over the next four 
years at Sewanee, we would devote ourselves 
to understanding the difference between 
things that Last and things that Rot. 
We would learn — painfully, woefully, joy-
ously — that weak theories, like supermarket 
roses, rapidly wilt under the hot lights. and 
that it is still possible, even in this age of 
Media Drenching, to smell a bad idea from 
a mile away.

In the years since graduation, I’ve had 
occasion to consider the full truth of Dr. 
Wentz’s prediction. the part about money 
and love was dead-on: Swedenborg may 
have seen heaven, but he’s not much help 

during a job performance review; and 
whatever I may have learned from Inter-
mediate Latin, “Why don’t we go back to 
my place and translate Cicero’s Philippics?” is 
just not going to work as a pick-up line. But 
happiness? as with so many things, I sup-
pose that depends on how you define the 
word. education can be a tool for achieving 
happiness, and there is a certain pleasure in 
finding things out. Still, learning involves 
struggle, and struggle is rarely (except in 
the strictly masochistic sense) fun. as Ben 
Franklin put it, there are no gains without 
pains. Or, in the words of psychotherapist 
Carl Rogers, “the truth shall set you free, 
but first it shall make you miserable.”

today I teach english and creative writ-
ing at a state-funded university. Working 
from the other side of the classroom has 
given me a good opportunity to see how 
today’s incoming freshmen view college, 
and to study their notions of happiness. 
although there are many exceptions, I 
would classify most of these kids as happy in 
the narrow sense of not putting themselves 

through a great deal of misery. this isn’t 
because they lack trouble — many of them 
are working full time, and some of them 
are already raising children — or possess 
some Zenlike oneness with creation. In my 
opinion it’s because so many of them have 
been conditioned to believe that college is 
mainly a ticket of admission to the job mar-
ket — something you acquire, like a driver’s 
license, only because you are required to 
have one. For this you are obliged to pay a 
little money, and memorize a few necessary 
facts, and that’s about as far as you go. 

again, I say, there are exceptions. But 
my students are practical people, and they 
know once school ends they will have to start 

pumping out resumes. an increasing num-
ber of human resources departments do not 
read these resumes individually, but feed 
them into giant scanning computers that 
seek out certain key phrases — for example, 
the name of the college you attended. Fol-
lowing this logic, the degree is a must-have, 
while anything you happen to learn along 
the way is merely a nice-to-have. the prob-
lem with this attitude is not that it is jaded or 
lazy or fluffy-headed: the problem is that 
it is in danger of becoming true.

Consider, for example, the plague of 
plagiarism, which has reached epidemic 
proportions on many college campuses 
— partly because the Internet makes cheat-
ing easier, but also I suspect because the end 
(better grades) has come to outweigh the 
means (cheating) or even the risks (flunk-
ing out). Sewanee’s honor code — one of 
its proudest traditions, in my book — sticks 
to the high ethical ground that cheating 
is wrong not because it is ineffective, but 
because it corrupts the very notion of learn-
ing. this is the right tack, but it can also 

be a hard sell. My biggest hurdle by far is 
convincing students that corrupt learning 
is any different than the other kind. Most 
frequently heard defense? “I was running 
out of time.” they worked a double shift, 
they couldn’t juggle the hours, and they 
wound up between a rock and a hard place. 
It’s all a matter of expediency. 

It’s hard to tell a student not to give pri-
ority to what pays the bills — but there are 
precedents. In the gospel according to St. 
Luke, for example, there is the fascinating 
story of Mary and Martha, both playing host-
ess to Jesus. Martha is doing the heavy lifting, 
cooking and setting out china, while Mary 
sits and learns at Jesus’ feet. “Bid her there-

fore that she help me,” Martha implores, 
thus echoing the sentiments of big sisters 
everywhere. Surprisingly, Jesus rebukes her: 
“Mary hath chosen that good part, which 
shall not be taken away from her.”

here, I think, is Dr. Wentz’s paradox 
explained. education is a waste of time; 
education is the most important way to 
spend your time. education is laziness; 
education is damned hard work. education 
is a luxury; education is a necessity. as I 
forge ahead with my own teaching adven-
ture, I do my best to teach as I was taught: 
that education is valueless, and it is worth 
everything. In a world focused on the mate-
rial, the acquirable, it is one intangible item 
that is surprisingly resistant to rot.

Thomas Lakeman, C’86, teaches English at the Uni-
versity of South Alabama in Mobile. His first novel, 
the Shadow Catchers, will be published in early 
2006. He welcomes comments at <tlakeman@gulftel.
com>. Although he has never actually translated Cicero’s 
Philippics, Lakeman can still remember most of his 
Latin grammar, sort of.
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