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Dear Sewanee alumni and Friends,
Those of us who live on this Mountain have more than our fair share of opportunities for inspiration. During 
the 2005 advent term, I experienced moments when the lump in my throat was nearly overpowering. There 
was the time when a calculus student who had been struggling saw the light and was suddenly able to solve 
complex problems that had daunted her earlier. There was the weekend in November when the thrilling word 
came that Katharine Wilkinson, C’0�, had been named the University of the South’s 25th rhodes Scholar. 
and there was the moment when I began to read the story of the annunciation in the Service of Lessons and 
Carols in all Saints’ Chapel. 

The blessings that come to us who are a part of this dear place were made especially clear in early Octo-
ber when Joel a. Smith, C’67, received the Distinguished alumnus award of the associated alumni. Joel’s 
extraordinary accomplishments as a bank executive and business school dean are reported on page 31 of this 
issue, but even more inspiring than his remarkable professional achievements were his words at the awards 
breakfast during that foggy homecoming weekend. I hope they will move you as they did so many of us who 
heard them then; here’s what he said:

as Kit and I arrived on the Mountain last night, the fog reached out to welcome us, en-
shrouding us with memories. and I thought the start of this homecoming is certainly “meet 
and right.” as the memories and fog surrounded me and as I anticipated this humbling rec-
ognition you bestow on me this morning, I reflected on the real meaning of my own personal 
“Sewanee experience.”

all of us who share the “Sewanee experience” know in a profound sense what it is. But we 
have difficulty explaining it to others – it eludes articulation.

But as I have reflected on its meaning for me, I have come to recognize that, more than 
anything, this place, this education, these friendships all worked together to enable me to 
become myself. and, perhaps, more than enabling self-discovery, Sewanee requires it.

Part of the Sewanee experience is coming to terms with yourself – learning to appreciate 
your talents, to develop and use them wisely. It’s learning your limitations and accepting them 
with grace.

Then, knowing who you are, accepting who you are, you can leave this place prepared to 
find happiness in self-fulfillment – to continue to form and value meaningful relationships 
in life – to find and serve community. after all, isn’t that the measure of true success?

When I examine my own life and those of my classmates and Sewanee associates, that’s my 
ultimate measure. and using that measure, it is my judgment that the Sewanee experience 
results in successful people.

as I have served on the Board of regents and, more personally, seen my own son brought 
under the spell of the Sewanee experience, I continue to be convinced that this place breeds 
success. I watched with delight and great satisfaction as my son matured into a young man of 
purpose and commitment with a hunger and curiosity for learning. I witnessed a transforma-
tion as he developed a strong sense of self and community.

This is Sewanee to me and is a large part of who I am today. It is why I have an abiding love 
and respect for this University, this community, this place, this Mountain.

You honor me today and I am most grateful. and I will be eternally thankful for what Sewanee 
did for me and I pledge to do my part to help it continue to serve others. Thank you.

amen.
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write to us
We welcome letters. Letters should refer to material published in the magazine 
and include the writer’s full name, address, and telephone number. The editor 
reserves the right to determine the suitability of letters for publication and to 
edit them for accuracy and length. Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the University.

Write to: Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine, Office of Communications,  
735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
E-mail: lbarlame@sewanee.edu

write to us

the inspirational boys
My good friend and tennis partner, henry J. hine, C’78, remem-
bered my telling about teaching tennis to abraham akoi at Georgia 
Perimeter College in Clarkston and gave me the summer edition 
of Sewanee that featured him and two other Sudanese students 
(“‘By God’s Grace’: Three of Sudan’s ‘Lost Boys’ find safe haven 
at Sewanee”). It was a thrill to have this motivated, “teach-me-all-
you-can” sponge of an individual soaking up all that I could throw 
at him. I was so proud of him when he told me of his upcoming 
journey to the Mountain. What an accolade for Sewanee to have 
abraham, emmanuel, and Peter as students and future ambas-
sadors for the University. 

CharLIe BrYaNT
Conyers, Georgia

an inspirational issue
I’ve been telling myself for months that I needed to write to tell you 
what a terrific job you all are doing with the magazine, and then the 
summer 2005 issue arrived. You outdid yourselves with that one. 
I read almost every page — from bird watching to the honor code, 
to Dick reid’s wonderful little essay, and the powerful story about 
three “Lost Boys” of Sudan. For practically my whole life, I’ve loved 
Sewanee, and the magazine reinforced everything I’ve appreciated 
and admired about the place and its people. There has never been 
another publication that can match what you’ve been able to pro-
duce, unless it was Will Percy’s chapter on Sewanee in Lanterns on the 
Levee. Congratulations and thanks to all contributors. You should 
be pleased and proud of your accomplishments. 

GeOrGe BeDeLL, C’50, h’91
Gainesville, Florida

honor and the military
reading the articles on the honor code and the vice chancellor’s 
remarks in the summer 2005 issue nudged me to locate an item I 
clipped many years ago from National Review magazine: “Congressman 
ron Paul (r.-Texas) has good words … no, rather more than mere 
good words for West Point’s honor Code. ‘Why should the military 
academies cling to such an “outmoded” code of student ethics? … 
The concept of personal honor is basic to the West’s military tradi-
tion. … In american institutions of higher education, only in the 
military academies and a handful of colleges in the South could a 
student honor code be maintained successfully. The South is still 
influenced by cultural remnants that are basically the product of a 
military code. (The Southern tradition values personal loyalty more 
than profit, the family name more than family income, a man’s word 
more than forms in triplicate.) This is a gentleman’s code! …’” 

rOBerTa T. SMITh 
Greenville, Alabama

honor in elementary school
The honor code was one of the aspects my son, ashton Mcrae, 
C’08, appreciated about episcopal high in alexandria, virginia, 
and helped make the decision about attending the University of the 

South. Watching Sewanee’s admission video, I was moved by what 
the students said about the honor code. It showed that it really did 
make a difference in the way the students viewed their life on the 
Mountain and the expectations they had of each other. This truly 
does make the University a special place to live and learn.

In our public school, some children come to us not realizing 
that cheating, stealing, or lying is not right — it was the life in 
which they had been brought up. With a small group of faculty 
members, we adapted the language of Sewanee’s honor code for 
elementary students. Our first signing was in September 200�. 
They all take it very seriously. The fourth and fifth graders sign 
their class honor codes, which are then placed in gold frames and 
hung in their classrooms. The third grade watches, knowing next 
year will be their turn.

We reread the honor code before each school assembly, followed 
by a moment of silence.

JOhN Mcrae 
Former Principal, John Johnson School 

Bainbridge, Georgia

Corrections
The smell at the chicken hatchery is not ‘chicken feces’ but sulfurous 
egg yolk and related chick-hatching residue — ‘miasma’ is certainly 
is a good word for it, though (“The Bird Dimension,” summer 
2005). The chicks are shipped off to farms within 2� hours of be-
ing hatched, and receive no food or water at the hatchery, so there 
is not much ‘pooping’ by the hatchlings in these first hours of life. 
Chicken poop does not smell that bad — after it’s been composted 
it favors carob or cocoa. 

LeSLIe LYTLe
Winchester, Tennessee

The summer issue reported that Casey Strickland won both the dis-
cus and javelin events during the SCaC track and field champion-
ships in april 2005. Strickland actually finished seventh in javelin, 
which was won by eric Link of Oglethorpe University. (Strickland 
won the discus and the high jump.) John Kelly, a Sewanee senior, 
was third. It marked the second straight year that Kelly, the school’s 
record holder in the javelin, placed in the top three (2nd in 200�) 
and earned all-Conference honors.

TY WILKINSON, C’72
Sewanee, Tennessee
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Sewanee reaches out to 
hurricane victims

Beth Lincks, the 2005–06 Tennessee Wil-
liams Fellow in Fiction, normally lives in a 
tiny New York City apartment. When she 
moved into her four-bedroom home for 
the year in Sewanee, she commented to 
friends, “This is embarrassing. I should 
be housing refugees.” 

Those jesting words proved to be pro-
phetic when two weeks later her cousin, New 
Orleans resident Sheri hutton, fled before 
hurricane Katrina to the Mountain. 

On august 31, Lincks sent an e-mail 
to University faculty and staff explaining 
hutton’s situation and asking for help. The 
response, she says, was overwhelming. She 
was given lots of clothes and a gift certificate 
to Talbot’s. a Mary Kay distributor offered 
to supply cosmetics. The cousins were given 
dinners. hutton was even offered the use of 
an apartment and help finding a job. 

Lincks was amazed. “I was somebody that 
had just moved here, and no one knew me, 
and they just opened up their hearts.”

as of November, hutton was back in 
New Orleans, where her third-floor apart-
ment was not too badly damaged. Lincks 
says that hutton gave her apartment key 
to many friends who don’t yet have water 
service to their apartments, so that they can 
have a place to shower. “She says she does 
that because people in Sewanee opened 
their hearts to her,” Lincks says. 

according to the University’s records, 
298 college and theology alumni and 585 
parents and friends of the University — 5 
percent of the Sewanee family — lived in the 
areas devastated by hurricane Katrina. 

Many Sewanee residents besides Lincks 
had family taking shelter with them. Some 
alumni, like roger allen, T’05, who had 
recently begun work at the Chapel of the 
holy Comforter in New Orleans, returned 
to the Mountain. The University also ac-
cepted five students from New Orleans 
colleges. 

annwn Myers, associate university chap-
lain and a Mississippi native, was perhaps 

the first to travel to the Gulf area from the 
Mountain. She did pastoral work out of 
the Gulf Coast episcopal School in Long 
Beach, Mississippi. 

at the same time, her husband, Dixon 
Myers, director of the Sewanee Outreach 
Program, was coordinating the collection of 
relief supplies and funds to take to the area. 
The Sewanee community pitched in to fill 
two 30-foot trucks and raise $16,000, 
said Myers. “That was one of the biggest 
outpourings of giving I’ve seen since I’ve 
been here these last 16 or 17 years. It was 
unbelievable,” he noted. Contributions 
came from St. andrew’s-Sewanee School, 
Otey Parish in Sewanee, and Trinity epis-
copal Church in Winchester, as well as from 
University personnel and students.

Sewanee groups drove those supplies 
to Long Beach and Baton rouge in early 
September. The work has continued since 
then, focusing on the episcopal-Lutheran 
relief center established at the Gulf Coast 
episcopal School in Long Beach. Tom ho-

wick, assistant outreach coordinator, took a 
group there during fall break in mid-Octo-
ber. Trips are planned for winter break and 
spring break as well. “We’re trying to instill 
some continuity and let people know it’s not 
something you do once,” said Myers. “It will 
take a sustained effort to help, because it’s 
just completely devastated down there.” 

For the last 15 years, Sewanee Outreach 
has taken students to New Orleans for 
spring break to work in inner-city schools. 
Myers says that he has not been able to make 
contact with the people they have worked 
with there. 

elizabeth Kurtz of Nashville, one of the 
New Orleans college students who came to 
Sewanee, represents a ray of hope for the 
city. She had just begun her freshman year 
at Tulane when Katrina hit, and says she 
plans to return to New Orleans in January. 
“I fell in love with the school and the city. 
I feel I have to be loyal to Tulane. They are 
going to have problems getting students 
back,” she said. 

Many members of the Sewanee community pitched in to fill these trucks with supplies for Gulf Coast hurricane victims. 
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Wilkinson named Sewanee’s 25th Rhodes Scholar

Katharine Wilkinson, C’05, has 
become Sewanee’s 25th rhodes 
Scholar.

Wilkinson, of atlanta, Georgia, 
graduated from Sewanee summa 
cum laude, was valedictorian of 
her class, and majored in religion. 
She now works for the Natural 
resources Defense Council on 
the Cumberland Plateau BioGem 
initiative (see story on this page). 
She was captain of the Sewanee 
equestrian team, with three top-10 
finishes at the national champion-
ships. a two-time Morris K. Udall 
Scholar, Wilkinson’s career inter-
ests are in environmental work. 
She plans to pursue the Master of 
Science in Nature, Society and en-
vironmental Policy at Oxford.

Wilkinson is Sewanee’s second 
student to be named a rhodes Scholar in the past three years. In 2003, robin rotman, 
C’0�, of Chicago, was awarded the prestigious scholarship.

“They say they’re investing in people rather than a program,” Wilkinson said. “They’re 
looking for candidates who will have an impact throughout the world. It’s so flattering.”

In 2002 Wilkinson was awarded the prize for the highest average in the first-year class 
and the Goodstein Prize for the best student essay. She also received an honorable mention 
in the elie Wiesel essay contest in May 2005, and is a graduate of the Outdoor academy 
of the Southern appalachians.

rhodes Scholarships provide two or three years of study at Oxford. The rhodes Scholar-
ships, oldest of the international study awards available to american students, were created 
in 1902 by the will of Cecil rhodes. Scholarship criteria are high academic achievement, 
integrity of character, a spirit of unselfishness, respect for others, potential for leadership, 
and physical vigor.

Landscape Analysis Lab 
guides plateau land-use 
discussions

The University’s Landscape analysis Lab 
(LaL) participated in some major initia-
tives during the summer and fall regarding 
land use and conservation of forests on the 
Cumberland Plateau. 

In June, the LaL’s research on conver-
sion of hardwood forests to pine plantations 
helped prompt a memorandum of agree-
ment signed by the paper company Bowater 
Inc., which is the largest landholder on the 
Cumberland Plateau, and two environmen-
tal organizations, the Natural resources 
Defense Council (NrDC) and the Dog-
wood alliance. Bowater pledged to end 
the conversion of hardwood forests to pine 
plantations and stop the purchase of pine 
fiber converted from natural forestland. 

“This agreement was based in large part 
on the scientific and economic findings 
published by Sewanee’s Landscape analysis 
Lab over the last couple of years,” said Jon 
evans, LaL director and associate professor 
of biology. “It demonstrates to our students 
the importance of scientific research as a 
positive force in the reform of land-use 
decision-making.”

Bowater announced in November, 
however, that it was putting the hundreds 
of thousands of acres it owns in Tennessee 
up for sale. according to evans, this move 
highlights the importance of the series of 
meetings the LaL helped organize in Sep-
tember and October, entitled envisioning 
the Future of the Cumberland Plateau: 
Land Use Change and Public Policy. 

More than 60 local, county, and state 
decision makers from the seven counties of 
the southern Cumberland Plateau attended 
the first workshop, held at Sewanee in 
September. a workshop was held October 
1 in Crossville for the eight counties of the 
northern plateau, and a conference held 
at Cumberland Mountain State Park on 
October 28 concluded the series.

“It’s inevitable that it [the Cumberland 
Plateau] will be discovered,” said Charles 
Brockett, professor of political science 

$5 million donor  
challenge met

an anonymous donor’s challenge to match 
up to $5 million in new gifts to the Uni-
versity endowment as part of The Sewanee 
Call campaign has been met. Thirty-three 
people stepped forward with gifts, pledges, 
planned gifts, and bequests to help bring 
the campaign $10 million closer to achiev-
ing its $180 million goal.

and conference co-organizer, at the final 
meeting. “The question is: how can the 
region grow and accommodate new people 
and its resources be used without changing 
the area’s core environmental qualities that 
will make it so popular?’’ 

The meetings focused on how to bal-
ance economic growth with environmental 
conservation, said Katharine Wilkinson, 
C’05, project administrator. She and 
Brockett will issue a white paper (available 
at <http://lal.sewanee.edu>) summarizing 
the conference findings. 

Katharine Wilkinson
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start community relief programs including 
medical and eye clinics, educational spon-
sorship, feeding assistance, construction of 
basic houses, direct assistance to the poor, 
and child care projects.

She has worked with the University’s out-
reach office and more than 300 Sewanee 
students over the past 10 years.

The University awarded two honorary de-
grees at the 2005 Founders’ Day convoca-
tion: to ray anderson, founder and CeO 
of Interface Carpet, one of the world’s 
largest interior furnishing companies and a 
foremost exponent of “green business”; and 
to Sister Grace Yap, director of the Francis-
can Ministries in Kingston, Jamaica.

Since his graduation from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology, ray anderson 
has built one of the world’s largest interior 
furnishings companies. Now, he has em-
barked on a worldwide effort to pioneer the 
processes of sustainable development.

Interface is a leader in the business move-
ment toward environmental sustainability 
— harnessing solar, wind, biomass, and oth-
er forms of green energy; providing raw 
material needs by harvesting and recycling 
carpet and other petrochemical products; 
and eliminating waste and harmful emis-

sions from its operations, with the ultimate 
goal of eliminating the need for oil.

anderson served as co-chairman of the 
President’s Council on Sustainable Devel-
opment during the Clinton administration 
and was recognized by Mikhail Gorbachev 
with a Millennium award from Global 
Green in September 1996.

as a roman Catholic nun, former 
educator, pastoral worker and community 
development facilitator, Sister Grace Yap 
says that she strives to serve the poor and 
marginalized by promoting justice and 
peace in our society.

Sister Grace holds a bachelor’s degree 
and a Master of arts in Theology from St. 
Bonaventure University. as director of the 
Franciscan Ministries, she has facilitated 
the establishment of the Trench Town 
Development association and Ferry Com-
munity association. She also has helped 

Rural teacher network 
launched at Sewanee

Local teachers left the Sewanee campus with 
fresh inspiration and enthusiasm after the 
September 19 kickoff event of the South 
Cumberland rural Teacher Development 
Network. 

More than 300 teachers from Moore, 
Franklin, Grundy, and Marion counties 
attended the conference, organized by Mae 
Wallace, associate professor of anthropol-

Left: Foreign language teachers practice the Total 
Physical Response Storytelling (TPRS) teaching 
method, led by Marilyn Davidheiser of Franklin 
County High School. (See page 23 for information 
about the TPRS textbook she wrote with Professor 
Jim Davidheiser.)
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Sister Grace Yap and Ray Anderson

University honors ‘green business’ leader and servant of the poor

ogy and director of teacher education, in 
consultation with 20 teachers. 

The conference centered around teach-
ers from the same subject areas or specialties 
sharing ideas with colleagues from other 
schools. 

according to Wallace, this program 
reverses the usual top-down model of 
continuing education by allowing teachers 
to determine what their needs are and to 
share their best practices in a peer-to-peer 
network that will continue to meet and ex-
change ideas in person and online.

Conference participants represented the 
full range of classroom experience. Tiffany 
Gholston, who is in her sixth year of teaching 
at Whitwell high School, said she was thrilled 
to meet with 30 other social studies teachers. 
“I got a lot of new ideas,” she said. “every-

body brought copies of their handouts, so we 
can take them home and use them.”

Charles Bell, a math teacher at Marion 
County high School for 35 years, had at-
tended many conferences before but still 
saw benefits in this meeting. “education has 
been isolated,” he said. “We’re separated into 
different schools, and no one gets the full 
picture. This gives people the opportunity 
to commingle over a broader area so they 
absorb more ideas.” 

Bell also complimented the 15 students 
from Sewanee’s teacher education program 
who helped run the conference. While 
guiding the teachers around campus and 
taking notes for Wallace’s research project, 
they also learned from the teachers. For 
example, angela Barnes, C’07, who is 
working on a degree in math education and 
was paired with the math teachers, said she 
gained teaching tips and insight into issues 
such as how to prepare students for the new 
statewide standardized exams. 

The students’ involvement will continue 
throughout the three-year period of the sup-
porting duPont Foundation grant. 
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Comings and Goings

eric hartman  was 
named dean of students 
last summer after robert 
Pearigen, C’76, took on 
the role of vice president 
for university relations. 
hartman came to the 

University as director of student activities 
in 1996 and had taken on increasing levels 
of responsibility, even serving as acting 
dean in 200�. 

tom Ward, C’67, Uni-
versity chaplain for the 
last 11 years, retired in 
December. he will con-
tinue living in Sewanee, 
lead centering prayer at 
St. Mary’s Sewanee, and 

work to support clergy. a rhodes Scholar, 
he entered the virginia Theological Semi-
nary after his time at Oxford and became an 
ordained priest in the episcopal Church. 
Please see his essay on pages 15–18. 

During the Advent semester, the University dedicated 
two buildings. The new Nabit Art Building (shown 
above), named in honor of Mary Kay and Chuck 
Nabit, C’77, contains spacious areas for painting 
and for sculpture as well as classrooms and of-
fices. The renewed Gailor Center for Literature and 
Languages is home to the University’s English and 
foreign language departments and the offices of the 
Sewanee Writers’ Conference, the Sewanee Young 
Writers’ Conference, The Sewanee review, 
and the School of Letters. 

Pop’s Happy Land closes, 
memories remain 

While the ubiquitous Waffle house may be 
the late-night haven of choice for the typical 
college student in the South, the Sewanee 
student thinks about a place a little ways off 
Monteagle’s main drag. Big rigs, on their 
way to anywhere, hum in the parking lot. 
Three or four lights flash in the sign out 
front, spelling “OP’S PY ND.” The Bible 
tracts inside are free. The Sewanee student 
thinks about Pop’s happy Land.

at six o’clock in the morning on april 
18, 2005, while a slow sun rose above the 
Mountain, Pop’s shut its doors for the 
last time. hearing of the news in advance, 
alumni flocked to Monteagle to pay their last 
respects. Pop’s is now under new ownership, 
operating as Shan Chinese Buffet. 

— Drew Phillips, C’06

Alumni and students like Drew Phillips, C’06, fondly remember late-night meals at Pop’s Happy Land, now 
Shan Chinese Buffet. 

Domain development 
possibilities under study

In October Nick Babson, C’68, and repre-
sentatives of DPS Development Company 
presented the results of the first phase of a 
land development feasibility study commis-
sioned by the Board of regents. 

Babson, former chairman of the 
Board of regents, is chairing the steer-
ing committee overseeing DPS’s work. he 
explained that the regents’ fiduciary re-
sponsibilities, and the question of whether 
some of Sewanee’s land could be used to 
generate additional income, improve the 
University’s competitiveness, and attract 
alumni and friends back to the Mountain, 
motivated the study. 

This first phase involved a market 
analysis of the potential for a “historically 
significant, environmentally sensitive, ac-
tive-lifestyle-type development,” which 
are the parameters of DPS projects, said 
roger Tarika of DPS. DPS found that the 

University’s cultural assets, accessibility, 
outdoor activities, climate, and location 
near large population centers were posi-
tive attributes for such a development, but 
that the amount of regional competition 
and lack of cultural interests outside the 
University were among the downsides. 

The second phase of the study, site plan-
ning, will be presented in the near future; 
the third phase will be a financial analysis. 
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The 30 University choristers had little 
respite after commencement last May. 
From May 29 to June 6, the University 
Choir was in residence at Wells Cathedral 
in england.

The choir sang daily evensong, which 
required a large repertoire of music and an 
intensive schedule of rehearsals. 

“It truly was an honor to take an active 
part in the english choral tradition,” says 
John hammond, C’06, University Choir 
president. “Being in residence for a whole 
week enabled us to understand the liturgi-
cal rhythm that is characteristic of english 
cathedrals.” 

robert Delcamp, University organist 
and choirmaster, echoes this sentiment. 

a cathedral residence, he says, “is a unique opportunity for our students to experience 
the discipline of a daily choral service and to briefly become part of the religious life of a 
major anglican house of worship.” 

The choir’s host was impressed. “Not only did the choir sing extremely well and with 
great feeling, but I was hugely impressed by the way they conducted themselves,” says the 
venerable Peter Maurice, archdeacon of Wells. “I felt they were singing not just for us, but 
that they were very much engaged with the worship in all its different aspects.”

The live recordings made throughout the week are available on the choir’s latest CD, O 
Lord, Open Thou Our Lips: Choral Mattins and Evensong from Wells Cathedral. The choir has been invited 
to return in 2007 for a residency at York Minster. — Eric Wilson, C’07

In the News

Cosmo’s �0th-anniversary issue featured 
scholarly insights: “a number of hard-core 
feminists were anti-Cosmo. ... ‘They felt that 
the magazine’s emphasis on beauty and man 
pleasing didn’t jibe with their own message 
of sisterhood and independence,’ says Julie 
Berebitsky, professor of women’s studies and 
history at Sewanee: The University of the 
South.” — “how Cosmo Changed the World,” 
September 2005

The New York Times’ front page featured con-
flicts over Southern heritage at the Univer-
sity. among those quoted was Jon Meacham, 
C’91: “‘Do you do away with the history of 
the place in order to make it appealing to a 
new generation?’ said Mr. Meacham, who is 
managing editor of Newsweek magazine and 
a member of Sewanee’s governing board. 
‘No. It would be impossible to do.’” — “In 
Desire to Grow, Colleges in South Battle 
With roots,” November 30, 2005

research on the gender wage gap by Profes-
sor Yasmeen Mohiuddin revealed that while 
nationally women earn on average 76.5 
cents for every dollar a man makes, Tennes-
see women’s average is 75.1 cents. “In her 
introductory economics class at Sewanee, 
the professor said, the differences between 
the men and women were striking: all the 
men had clear career goals, while half the 
women were vague and noncommittal.” 
— “Tennessee’s Wage Gap Is Wider Than 
Nation’s,” Tennessean, October 18, 2005

Gerrit Lansing, C’07, was quoted about a 
different kind of gap — the “gap year” he took 
between high school and college: “Burned out 
and aimless after high school, he spent part of 
the year working on a farm in Greece in the 
mornings, then taking afternoon classes that 
helped him develop a love of classical poetry. 
‘It gave me time to just sort of figure myself 
out and what I wanted to do and what I was 
interested in,’ said Lansing, now a junior 
classics major at Sewanee, the University of 
the South, a small college in Tennessee. ‘I felt 
coming into college I was just a step ahead.’” 
— “‘Gap Year’ Provides a Different educa-
tion,” Washington Post, august 28, 2005

Wells Cathedral resounds with Sewanee voices

The University Choir spent mornings and after-
noons rehearsing for daily evensong during its 
residency at Wells Cathedral, England.
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Sewanee’s co-ed pioneers — women of the classes 
of 1971 through 1981 — experienced a campus 
that in many ways was unsuited for women. 

There were few women on the faculty. Sororities 
and women’s athletic teams barely existed. The men 
still brought “imports” (i.e., women from other 
campuses) for their parties; they called their co-ed 
counterparts “home town honeys.”

But this new minority on campus ultimately es-
tablished itself as part of the mainstream. “Looking 
back on it,” says Morgan van Zandt Merrill, C’73, 
mother of Mary Knox Merrill, C’02, “I see that we 
really were setting the path for the women that fol-
lowed us.” Because of them, a new line of Sewanee 
legacies has been filling the enrollment ranks for the 
last several years: matrilineal legacies, the daughters 
of alumnae. 

Sewanee Women: 
The Next Generation
Co-ed pioneers and their 
daughters swap stories about 
being female at the 
University of the South

B y  L a u r a  B a r L a m e n t

These young women’s Sewanee experience is, in 
many ways, very different from their mothers’, al-
though mothers and daughters say that the essentials 
have remained unchanged. 

Opportunities for women and the gender balance 
overall look much different today. Female under-
graduates have outnumbered males for 10 years. 
There are 60 female faculty members, and women 
serve as provost (Linda Lankewicz, since 2002) and 
dean of the college (rita Kipp, since 200�). 

There are nine sororities, and for the past couple 
of years they have even had their own houses. The 
Women’s Center, located in the old home known as 
Bairnwick, houses female students who organize pro-
grams focused on gender issues. There are 11 varsity 
athletic teams for women. Since 1999, students can 
earn an academic concentration in women’s studies. 
“Imports” and “home town honeys” are unknown 
concepts. 
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Thanks to the good will of al-
most everyone involved, the slow 
integration of women students 
into this traditional male bas-
tion proceeded rather smoothly. 
here Sewanee magazine presents 
a few facts, figures, memories, 
and observations that hint at the 
changes that have occurred for 
women at Sewanee over the years 

— and the changes that women have brought to Sewanee. Full names 
are listed on page 1�. 

Classes “I had to come [to class] prepared. I would sit in the 
far left corner, trying to melt into the woodwork, and the professor 
would say ‘Miss van Zandt’ and ask me a pointed question. They all 
challenged us that way. Most of 

them accepted 
the fact that women were here.” morgan, C’73 “I had 

classes, especially in my freshman and sophomore years, where the 
professors would say at the beginning of the year, ‘Sorry, guys, next 
time you get ready to whine, the women are doing better academically, 
they’ve raised the bar a little bit, they need to be here, they’re here, 
so get over yourselves.’” Lisa, C’77 “I think [male students] were 
threatened, because the women were the cream of the crop. They’d 
say things like, ‘Yeah, they’re smart, but they’re not cute.’ But the 
guys who came in with me and as the years went along, they had a 
different mindset.” Linda, C’79 “having the female viewpoint made 
it a more well-rounded school. The professors would comment that 
some of the discussions were more in depth because there was the 
female perspective on campus.” Caroline, C’77 “I can’t imagine 
that kind of situation where you’re in the minority and professors 
are figuring out how to deal with you in class, because for us it was 

just normal. Just as many women 
as men raised their hands and 
answered questions. everyone 
was equal.” mary Knox, C’02 

“I’m in two classes that each have 
only two guys. The teachers will 
ask, ‘and the male perspective 
is?’ and the guys are kinda like, 
‘Uhh.’” mallory, C’09

Dorms “Benedict was like a big sorority. They started out having 
curfew hours, and guys got caught climbing over the wrought-iron 
gates into the dorm. It wasn’t exactly as tight a ship as they had 
hoped.” Judy, C’73 “My dorm still had urinals in the bathroom. 
One of the girls didn’t know what it was and thought it was a neat 
thing to wash her hair in. Finally, someone clued her in.” anne, 

C’75 “I think it’s a little different than when [my daughter] Brooke 
was here. Most of us from my freshman year on stayed in the same 
dorm. Brooke switched every year.” Gina, C’80 “When I moved 
into my freshman dorm, it was strange to have two boys living two 
feet across the hall from me. But I definitely felt that as a freshman 
I had more guy friendships.” Skipper, C’07

Dining “We didn’t have all the fun little restaurants like 
Shenanigan’s and Stirling’s; Gailor was it. 

The food was definitely geared toward the male 
athlete — a lot of kind of interesting meat loaf. Things served up in 
ice cream scoops.” Linda, C’73 “I remember we had gone to Gailor 
for early seating, and someone 
said there was going to be this 
incredible food fight, so I went 
back to my dorm and got my rain 
coat.” Susan, C’74 “It was just like 
the movie Animal House.” anne, C’75 
“[My mother] mentioned her food 
being gross, and I said, ‘Yeah, our 
food was gross!’ But I worked at 
Shenanigan’s, and so did pretty 
much all my friends, so that was our hangout.” Claire, C’03

Campus life and leadership “all the organizations 
were for the guys. It didn’t seem unusual in that time period. and 
because there were so few of us, there didn’t seem to be a need for 
female organizations. everybody lived together anyway.” Judy, C’73 
“The reason we didn’t have much sorority activity was that we openly 
discussed not wanting to divide. The women were afraid that if we 
split up, we would no longer be taken seriously and we’d become 
too socially separated.” Lisa, C’77 “Sororities at Sewanee are not like 
sororities at big schools. You definitely talk to girls who are not in your 
sorority. They’re not national, so you don’t pay a lot of dues. You don’t 
have to have letters of recommendation to get in. I joined because I 

Matrilineal legacies, 
1996–2005: 54 

Alumni in 2005
10,484 men
5,101 women 

Valedictorians, 1973–2005
17 men, 16 women

Rhodes Scholars, 1976–2005
3 men, 5 women

Phi Beta Kappa membership, 
selected class years

1971: 4 men, 4 women
1980: 7 men, 13 women
1990: 9 men, 12 women
2005: 15 men, 15 women



A SeWANee MOM’S PeRSPeCTIVe
B y  S a L L e y  m C a d e n  m C I n e r n e y,  C ’ 7 8

Last fall, my daughter (ann Skipper McInerney, C’07) and I sat down with several other mothers and 
daughters to share then-and-now realities of being a female student at the University of the South, a 
place that not so long ago was the sole educational province of men. 

Some of the stories we told will assuredly not make it into polite print. My own daughter, with a glare 
that could send a hungry bear packing, warned me not to say too much. In other words, “Don’t you dare 
embarrass me, Mom.” Yep, she’s heard how I graduated with a degree in political science and a father 
sitting in all Saints’ that ceremonial spring day, announcing to those assembled nearby, “Summa Cum 
Fun — that’s my girl!” 

I did have fun. But I also worked hard, and when I drove off the Mountain in my tin-cup Toyota with 
an angel and a collection of life’s best lessons, a pit-of-the-stomach feeling told me I was saying “so long!” 
to a friend I would never see again, a friend in the form of four remarkable years. 

Skipper and I have experienced differences at Sewanee. Some gender-related. Others not. 
I ate at Gailor Dining hall, a meat-and-three feeding operation compared to McClurg’s Fine Dining 

of today. I competed in an athletic program that was just beginning to realize women wanted to play as 
hard as men. (any of you remember the cow pasture where we played field hockey?) Boys were supposed 
to leave our dorm rooms by the witching hour on weekend nights. Shoot, these days all they have to do 
is step across the hall. Technology? Ours was a hallway pay phone from which one placed a monthly call 
home to beg for money. Skipper, on the other hand, can communicate with me daily, by way of a computer 
in her room. and during my time, when we got thirsty, we passed the hat and had an impromptu party 
at the Phi house. These days, for better or worse, keg parties require approval from the powers-that-be. 
(Never mind that the Phi house is now the campus center for wizened old alumni like me.) 

But still, I am as certain as the fog is thick on a wintry day in Sewanee that Skipper and I will share 
certain similarities from our different times on the Mountain. 

Those similarities can be found somewhere in the answer to why anyone would choose to go to Sewanee 
in the first place. after all, no spiffy apartment living after a freshman year in the sensory slam-dunk of 
dorm life. No downtown nightlife. No GaP, no Outback. No football stadiums the size of small cities. 

Instead, we’ll share a good old-fashioned liberal-arts education, and the confidence that comes from 
sitting in classrooms where there are no cheap seats from which to avoid the task at hand. and friends 
whose lives will always be connected by a certain place and a certain time. and a persistent feeling that 
comes from having been given something so fine, there’s an absolute necessity to give back. 

But best of all, my daughter will share with me the sure feeling that though the world may jerk and wobble 
on its beleaguered axis, there remains, steadfast and sure, a place like Sewanee — a place that celebrates 
honor, tradition, the beauty of the earth, the possibilities of mankind, and the need to press on.

Filmstrip, left to right: Deborah Clif-
ton van der Lande, C’78, and Ashley 
van der Lande, C’09; Susan Phillips 
Cardwell, C’74, and Sarah Cardwell, 
C’09; Lisa Isay, C’77, and Katie Pigg, 
C’08; Mallory Scarritt, C’09, and 
Linda MacDonald Scarritt, C’79; and 
Skipper McInerney, C’07, and Salley 
McAden McInerney, C’78.

thought it would help me be more active in my social life. It’s just a 
fun group to be a part of. We take good care of each other.” Katie, 

C’08 “athletics for women is a huge improvement. You have such 
great facilities now, coaches, uniforms.” Salley, C’78 “I’ve done every 
kind of sport, and I’ve had no problem with coaches or teammates 
or money. Sewanee girls’ teams are just as cohesive as guys’ teams. … 
I am surprised and impressed by the boys’ commitment to [the new 
girls’ rugby team]. They take time out of their practice to show us 
how to do stuff. I feel like they are really committed to girls’ sports.” 
anna, C’06 “For every one of my [female] friends, I can’t begin to 
tell you the list of all their activities. Girls have a better head on their 
shoulders and get involved earlier on. I saw the women having a lot 
of the main leadership roles, such as Order of Gownsmen and head 
of student boards, and all that.” Brooke, C’03

Dating and male-female 
friendships “Kids didn’t go 
out as much in groups as they 
do now, it was more of a dating 
atmosphere.” Linda, C’73 “[In 
my mom’s first year,] there were 
80 women and 800 men. That 
translates to two dates every night. 
In our generation, if anything, 
you were asking the guys out.” mary Knox, C’02 “Men would 
have their girlfriends at home and also date women on campus, 
which was a difficult social situation. Because sometimes the girl 
at Sewanee didn’t realize the guy also had a girlfriend at home.” 
Caroline, C’77 “The ‘imports’ were women who came in from 

Top Majors for Women
1973: English, French, Spanish, 

fine arts, history, political science 
2005: English, history, psychology, 

art, biology, environmental 
studies: natural resources, 

political science 
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off campus. They used to bring them in by 
the busload, apparently.” Lisa, C’77 “You were 
just friends with everybody. You showed up 
at the parties and danced with everyone. [My 
daughter] Brooke expressed the same sort 
of experience. It was not a pressure to have 
a steady boyfriend or girlfriend.” Gina, C’80 
“We always had a saying that people don’t really 
date at Sewanee. It’s just like one day you’re a 
couple. My friends never said, ‘I’m going on 
a date tonight.’ It was more like, ‘I’m taking 
this guy to a party, let’s see what happens.’” 
Brooke, C’03 “Freshman year is when you 
actually dine with your guy friends. Because 
once you get in a fraternity or sorority, things 
become segregated. at lunch and dinner, 
the guys sit with their fraternities; and my 
girlfriends, who are from a mix of sororities, 
have a table where we eat lunch and dinner 
together. I see the guys out socially, but I don’t have the friendships 
that I had with guys in high school.” Skipper, C’07 “Maybe I’m just 
sort of oblivious, but I can’t tell which table’s for which fraternity 
in McClurg. I eat at least half my meals with my guy friends.” 
Grace, C’06

Female friendships “Was there a sense of camaraderie 
among the women and close relationships like today, where 
sororities play a big role and everyone has their close group of 
girlfriends?” mary Knox, C’02 “absolutely. There were so few of 
us, and we all worked and lived so closely together. That’s why today 
we’re still great friends.” morgan, C’73 “I’ve always been someone 
who had more male friends, but at Sewanee I found myself more 
drawn to women friends. The women I met there amaze me every 
day because they are smart, driven, ambitious.” Brooke, C’03

Post-graduate expectations “Young women today are 
more focused on finding their voice and finding out who they are 
than we were. at the same time, my education at Sewanee gave me 
a lot of confidence in dealing with a patriarchal society.” morgan, 

C’73 “When I was in school, women were just beginning to see 
themselves on career paths. It was a different mindset. These days, 
from an early age women are encouraged to shoot for the stars.” 
Caroline, C’77 “Now you’re expected to figure out what you want 
to pursue and then start a career when you graduate; marriage and 
children are something that comes later.” mary Knox, C’02

Continuity and change 
“I think this is just a story of the 
more things change, the more 
they stay the same. I think we 
took away the same feeling of 
major lifelong friendships, and 
fun memories, and studying 
hard.” Judy, C’73 “Yes, it’s 
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different because of the times and the facilities and those types of 
things, but I think because it’s a small school on a mountain, where 
you make you own fun, and you have amazing friends, but you also 
work really hard, it’s similar to what I’d always heard about [from 
my parents].” Jennifer, C’97 “We had one of those winters, when 
I was a senior, when it wouldn’t 
stop raining. apparently it was, 
coincidentally, the record of days 
without sun since my mom was 
there, in 30 years. My mom 
remembers that winter, too. So 
we share the two weather pattern 
records.” Claire, C’03

many thanks to all the mothers and daughters I interviewed for 
this story: 

Linda Dugan Compton, C’73, and Claire Compton, C’03
Judy hicks Ison, C’73, and Jennifer Ison Cooke, C’97
Morgan van Zandt Merrill, C’73, and Mary Knox Merrill, C’02
Susan Phillips Cardwell, C’7�, and Sarah Cardwell, C’09
anne Thrasher Swain, C’75, and anna Swain, C’06
Caroline Liljenwall Crider, C’77, and Patricia Crider, C’03 
elizabeth Watt Finch, C’77, and Lindsey Finch, C’07
Lisa Isay, C’77, and Katie Pigg, C’08
Deborah Clifton van der Lande, C’78, and ashley van der 
Lande, C’09
Salley Mcaden McInerney, C’78, and Skipper McInerney, C’07
Linda MacDonald Scarritt, C’79, and Mallory Scarritt, C’09
Gina Melton Getter, C’80, and Brooke Getter, C’03 
Grace Kennedy, C’06 (daughter of Pamela Smotherman 
Kennedy, C’77)

Thanks also go to Mary Sue Cushman, henrietta Croom, and Scott 
Bates for providing contextual information; and to rachael Snow, 
C’08, research assistant. 
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Sewanee Spirits

Long ago, Chaplain Ward 
learned three definitions of 
‘spirit’ from Andrew Lytle. 
That triple pun remains 
alive and well at Sewanee.

B y  t h e  r e v.  t o m  W a r d ,  C ’ 6 7

The late afternoon sun glinted off andrew Lytle’s glasses as 
he rattled the ice against the sides of his silver julep cup. 
We were sitting in rocking chairs on the porch of his home 

in the Monteagle Sunday School assembly, engaged in one of the 
informal tutorials that was a significant part of my undergraduate 
education.

Mr. Lytle leaned back in his rocker and said, “Son, there is a 
triple pun on the word ‘spirit.’ There is the spirit of a group, such 
as a fraternity, or a football team, or even this University. We catch 
this sense of the word when we quote the Latin translation of the 
opening verse of the 133rd Psalm as the motto of the school: ‘Ecce 
quam bonum — Behold how good and pleasant it is when brethren 
live together in unity.’

“Then there is the holy Spirit of the living God.”
andrew raised his cup, took a deep drink, and said, “and then 

there is this good bourbon.”

With that he laughed, 
slapped the arm of his chair, 
and began to rock back and forth 
more vigorously.

“Sometimes in some places these 
three come together in one. I have been 
privileged to live in such a time and in such 
a place.”

Forty years later, the behaviors that inspired Mr. 
Lytle’s triple pun remain alive and well at Sewanee. Un-
dergraduates still come away with a sense of having participated 
in a community in which the whole is greater than the sum of its 
parts. While the consumption of spirits sometimes goes beyond 
acceptable limits, as it always has here on the Mountain, we strive to 
see that alcohol is used in the service of dwelling together in unity. 
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and the Lord who is the Spirit breathes among us still.
I believe that the spirit of community that many of us value in 

this place stems from its connection to the episcopal Church, its 
doctrines and traditions. This is not to argue for one particular 
way of being in relation to the Church, but rather to emphasize 
the particular about the word “spirituality” — a concept our culture 
uses to describe everything from 
participation in twelve-step 
programs to an attraction to 
Native american rituals. For 
the episcopal Christian tradi-
tion represented at Sewanee, 
however, spirituality has to do 
with the Trinity: the Father, the 
Son, and the holy Spirit. In the 
deepest core of the person, the 
human spirit is interpenetrated 
by the holy Spirit, who is the 
love between the Father and the 
Son. This understanding gives 
us clarity and allows us to engage 
other understandings of the 
word “spirituality.”

When I was an undergradu-
ate from 1963 to 1967, required 
attendance at chapel was the 
central means the University 
used in the spiritual formation 
of undergraduates. I was a part 
of the student movement that 
petitioned the administration 
to do away with required chapel. 
after much maneuvering over a 
number of years, we were suc-
cessful. Chapel attendance has 
not been a requirement for over 
30 years. For the past 11 years, as 
chaplain of the University, I have been attempting to attract students 
to the chapel. God does, indeed, have a sense humor!

From time to time, an alumnus of my generation will ask me 
if I would not like to have attendance at chapel required again. 
My answer is always “no.” I opposed the practice when I was an 
undergraduate because of what the requirement did to worship. 
It encouraged disrespect. Students would read everything from 
Playboy to the Wall Street Journal and engage in constant conversation 
while the chaplain read the service or preached. No, I far prefer 
our current approach.

Worship remains the center of our spiritual formation offerings 
through the chapel. We celebrate the eucharist three times on Sun-
day and daily Monday through Friday. In addition, Morning and 
evening Prayer are said daily, Monday through Friday, and Com-
pline is sung Sunday through Thursday. There is a good response, 
at some services more than others. But the fact that participation 

is voluntary allows for an attitude of devotion that was not possible 
in the old order. Such devotion is contagious: it encourages the 
participation of others.

Our central programmatic offering is the Catechumenate (with a 
name like that it has got to be good). The root word comes from the 
Greek and means “to sound,” as in sounding through the spoken 

voice. It is related to the words 
“catechism,” “catechesis,” and 
“catechetical,” which have to do 
with speaking and listening. In 
this process, we learn to listen to 
the Word of God through prayer, 
scripture, other participants, and 
our own lives. While preparation 
for adult baptism gives shape to 
this process and we offer par-
ticipants an opportunity to make 
commitments at the Great vigil 
of easter, such commitments are 
the ripe fruit of spiritual growth 
that can be an end in itself. 

My reason for offering the 
Catechumenate stems from my 
own Sewanee experience and 
from my experience as a priest 
in the episcopal Church for 30 
years. My four years as an un-
dergraduate at Sewanee exposed 
me to the riches of the Chris-
tian West in a way that changed 
my life. It also exposed me to a 
radical skepticism of all received 
truth that is the counterpoint 
to the West’s Christianity: what 
we in the academy call “the her-
meneutic of suspicion.” after 
reading Freud, Marx, Nietzsche, 
and Darwin, one sees the world 

differently.
Students often come away from their undergraduate experience 

with these two strands of our tradition in their hearts, without any 
way to listen to their questions and to give the Spirit space to provide 
a reconciling answer. The Catechumenate is an effort to provide 
space for the Spirit to do this work in the hearts of those who come 
— again, the holy Spirit interpenetrating the human spirit. We 
gather each Wednesday night during term. There is a brief period 
of hospitality over a meal or dessert and coffee, a presentation 
about some aspect of the Christian faith, and then a division into 
small groups. These groups are the heart of the process. each has 
a trained facilitator (catechist). We attempt to have a rich mix of 
the types of participants (undergraduates, seminarians, and com-
munity members) in each group. Questions related to the evening’s 
presentation provide the focus of the group’s conversation. But if 
there is a significant issue in the community or in the life of one of 

By being so deeply rooted in the practice 

of the Anglican Church, we will be able to 

practice the Christian virtue of hospitality 

in relation to all who come to us.
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the group members, the facilitator may allow that to be the subject 
of the evening’s conversation. For instance, on September 11th, 
2001, we did not stick with our prescribed curriculum: we listened 
for God’s presence and action in the events of that day.

Students use the Catechumenate variously. Some first-year 
students find their place in the community through the process. 
Some seniors recollect their Sewanee experience as they prepare to 
encounter the world outside. Others explore the faith they knew in 
their home of origin as they encounter other students and profes-
sors who see the world differently. One year, many members of the 
emergency Medical Team participated as a way of integrating their 
intense experiences of service with their faith. The year before, 
many student members of the residential life staff reflected on 
their duties in relation to their faith.

Throughout their undergraduate years, students are seeking 
their personal answer to two of life’s biggest questions: What am I 
going to do to earn my daily bread? how do I find the intimacy of 
domesticity for which my heart yearns? It is difficult for students 
to face these two questions directly, but they are asking them, just 
beneath the surface, in every class and in every social encounter. 
By building trustworthy relations among students and caring older 
adults, undergraduates have the opportunity to discern their own 
answers to these and other big questions. 

an example. In the fall of 1996, David Frazelle, a senior in the 
college, was a sacristan, a candidate for a rhodes Scholarship, and 
a participant in the Catechumenate. David’s participation in the 
life of the chapel gave me the opportunity to come to know him 
at a deeper level than I come to know most undergraduates. One 
morning after serving at the early eucharist, David told me that he 
was uncomfortable being so close to the altar. he said that he did 
not understand why he felt what he did but that he would like to stop 
serving for a while, continue his participation in the Catechume-
nate, and listen for God’s direction. I supported his decision.

Near the Thanksgiving break, I invited those participating in 
the Catechumenate who had been baptized as infants to ask their 
parents what was going on in the life of their family at the time of 
their baptisms. While in many families, offering a child for baptism 
is a relatively unconscious action, just what the family and the church 
do, in others it is an intentional decision and a deeply significant 
event. In any case, it is a central part of the narrative of an indi-
vidual, and our focus in the Catechumenate is the intersection of 
the story of Jesus Christ and the story of a given individual.

When David asked his mother to talk to him about his baptism, 
she thought a minute and then said, “Your father and I were go-
ing through a difficult time in the first few years of your life. as 
you know, we divorced just after your sister was born. I never got 
around to having you baptized.” That conversation was revelatory 
for David. he had been raised in the United Methodist Church. 
his mother served on the staff of a Presbyterian Church. he was 
in every outward and visible way a Christian. But he had never 
been baptized. 

This part of his story helped him understand his unease around 
the altar. as David’s sponsor in the Catechumenate, I met with him 
every week, and we reflected on whatever emerged in his life, in his 
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prayer, and in his reading of scripture. We agreed that he would 
refrain from receiving communion until his baptism at the Great 
vigil of easter. That was, indeed, a joyous occasion. David is now 
a priest in the Diocese of North Carolina. 

admittedly, this is an unusual occurrence. Not every par-
ticipant in the Catechumenate goes through the kind of dramatic 
conversion that David 
did. But a significant 
number of undergrad-
uates are touched in 
life-changing ways. and 
even those who do not 
participate directly are 
affected through the 
liturgy, which marks 
central events in the 
catechumenal process, 
or in conversation with 
those who do.

The demographics 
of Sewanee are shifting. 
When I was an under-
graduate, roughly two 
thirds of the student 
body listed their re-
ligious preference as 
episcopalian. To-
day about one third 
make that response. 
Moreover, we have 
representatives of the 
world’s other great re-
ligions on campus: 
Jews, Muslims, Bud-
dhists, and hindus. 
The regents have named 
“diversity” as a high pri-
ority. While religious 
diversity was not ex-
plicitly mentioned in 
their conversations, it 
will necessarily follow 
as Sewanee and our 
pluralistic world interpenetrate one another. Beyond that, our 
governing worldview in this country is secular, and the academy 
itself is secular.

This is a different cultural context from my own undergraduate 
days and far different from that of the founders of this University. 
Consequently, our approach to the spiritual, religious, and ecclesial 
life of the institution and its members needs to be different. We 
continue to be deeply rooted in the Christian tradition, indeed, 
deeply anglican. For as Swiss psychiatrist Carl Jung noted in refer-
ence to the psychic life of individuals, a tree can send its branches 
out only so far as it sends its roots down deep. By being so deeply 

rooted in the practice of the anglican Church, in its liturgy and 
catechesis in particular, we will be able to practice the Christian 
virtue of hospitality in relation to all who come to us. We will not 
insist that others adhere to our creed or adopt our forms of worship, 
though we will welcome any opportunity to explain to others what we 
believe and why we worship as we do. We will support them in their 

beliefs and practices 
within appropriate 
limits. We will attempt 
to help them find their 
place here religiously as 
in other ways. and we 
will seek to learn from 
them, believing that 
God has been at work 
in their lives and in 
their traditions, as God 
has been at work in us 
and in ours.

a couple years ago, 
our one Buddhist 
faculty member, Sid 
Brown, invited me to 
teach Christian con-
templative prayer to her 
students in a course on 
Buddhist ethics. That 
was a generous act on 
the part of a member of 
a religious minority on 
our campus. This gave 
the students in that 
class the opportunity 
to compare Buddhist 
meditation and ethics 
to Christian prayer 
and its ethical conse-
quences. 

That same week, I 
had the privilege of 
taking communion to 
red Lancaster, long-
time former dean and 

professor at the University, at his home on Sherwood road. When 
Dean Lancaster asked me what I was up to on the campus, I told him 
about the Catechumenate and about my experience in Sid Brown’s 
class that week. he said that nothing like either of those happened 
when he was dean of the college, but that it seemed to him that we 
were doing what needed to be done. as I drove back to the campus 
I thought of andrew Lytle and his triple pun on the word “spirit.” 
It is indeed good when brothers (and sisters) can dwell together in 
unity on this Mountain.

The Rev. Tom Ward, C’67, retired in December after 11 years as University chaplain. 

 I was a part of the student movement that petitioned the 

administration to do away with required chapel. For the 

past 11 years, as chaplain of the University, I have been 

attempting to attract students to the chapel. God does, 

indeed, have a sense humor!



I am not the type of person usually enthused by the prospect 
of celebrity sightings. But on November 26, 200�, I felt 
like one of those giddy teenage girls you see in old clips of 

Beatles concerts. 
That night, as I stood outside the Ukrainian Presidential Palace, 

about 10 blocks from my flat in Kyiv,* roundtable negotiations were 
underway inside. The participants included presidential candidates 
viktor Yushchenko and viktor Yanukovych, President Leonid 
Kuchma, eU high representative for foreign policy Javier Solana, 
and Polish President alexander Kwasniewski. 

I had been waiting outside the building for nearly six hours, 
gradually pushed toward the very edge of the palace by a swelling 
crowd of nearly 100,000 protesters who were making sure that the 
participants within would not forget about the sentiment of the 
people just outside the door. around 7 p.m., rumors began to cir-
culate that the negotiations were finishing up and that Yushchenko 
would soon be exiting on his way to Kyiv’s central square, Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti (Maidan, for short), to make an address. 

Sure enough, there was a ripple in the crowd, and shouts of 
“yu-ShChen-Ko! yu-ShChen-Ko!” became louder as a Ukrainian 

A Sewanee graduate witnesses democracy in action in Ukraine 

special forces soldier pushed me up against the cordon, and Mr. 
Yushchenko exited from the side of the building. as I fumbled 
with my camera and struggled to keep my balance against the 
surging crowd, he briskly walked down the aisle of orange, with 
enraptured supporters shouting from all sides. The presidential 
hopeful climbed into his Mercedes SUv, and his convoy drove off 
to Maidan for the leader’s nightly address. I took a shortcut through 
an adjoining park and made off on foot in order to reach the square 
in time to hear the news.

as I reached the square, an already familiar sight met my eyes. 
Maidan was a sea of humanity. Orange and yellow banners with 
Yushchenko’s campaign insignia filled the square, and rallying 
chants rang out all around. This was the sixth day of the revolu-
tion; and, indeed, Maidan had looked this way for quite some time. 
The night before (on Thanksgiving), I had witnessed the scene as 
several of the nation’s highest ranking Ukrainian Security Service 
(CIa equivalent) generals stood on stage and declared their sup-
port for Yushchenko. 

On this night, Yushchenko and his team, including future 
Prime Minster Yuliya Tymoshenko, ascended to the podium and 
announced that an agreement had been reached on starting nego-
tiations for another round of elections and a political solution to the 
crisis. Until this time, no one could be certain what the outcome of 

The Orange 
revolution 
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* The name of Ukraine’s capital city is commonly transliterated as “Kiev,” but 
“Kyiv” better reflects the Ukrainian (vs. the Russian) pronunciation of the name 
and identity of the city. 



the Orange revolution would be, and even after the announcement 
there was still a long way to go. In retrospect, though, this evening 
seems to have marked the beginning of a long and revealing de-
nouement in the Orange revolution, an event that came to define 
my Ukrainian Fulbright experience in so many ways.

In September 2003, I began planning a Fulbright grant proposal 
to study political party development in Ukraine for the 200�–05 
academic year. With an enormously important presidential elec-
tion slated for the fall of 200�, it seemed like the optimal time 
to study post-Soviet politics in action. For a russian and political 
science major, a Fulbright for studying party politics in Ukraine 
was a perfect marriage of interests.

In September 200�, I arrived in Kyiv with a detailed research 
agenda. I hoped to study how institutional design was affecting po-
litical parties in Ukraine as well as how post-Soviet citizens related to 
the idea of political parties nearly 15 years after the transition. During 
my time in Kyiv, I was also to be enrolled in courses at Kyiv Mohyla 
academy, one of the oldest universities in eastern europe. 

Soon after arrival, however, I found myself deviating more and 
more from my pre-conceived research agenda in order to take 
advantage of the historic opportunities before me. With the elec-
tion season in full swing, I had the chance to undertake a broader 
study of transition processes in a post-communist nation. I wanted 
to enter the world of my research subjects and allow myself to be 
instructed by it. 

In the weeks leading up to the first round of presidential elec-
tions on October 31, you could cut the tension in Kyiv with a knife. 
The entire nation was politically energized — a fact that aroused 
great surprise and interest on my part, given the fact that post-
Soviet citizens are typically characterized as apathetic and apolitical. 
everyone, from the old women in the market to the students in the 
universities, was absorbed in the political moment. You couldn’t 
walk 10 paces on the street without hearing an argument about the 
upcoming elections.

During my first weeks in Ukraine, I attended countless politi-
cal rallies, party meetings, and conferences. I also held talks and 
interviews with politicians, analysts, parliamentarians, and youth 
activists.  Through my university, I made friends with many of 
the activists in POra, the main democratic youth movement in 
Ukraine, which has been credited as being one of the main catalysts 
of the street protests. I continue to be impressed by the vitality and 

optimism of these young revolutionaries. They had a vision that 
their country would be a “normal,” democratic, and Western na-
tion, and they did everything in their power to make sure that their 
vision had a chance to be realized. 

For the first round of the elections, I was an international elec-
tion observer working with a roving violation response unit.  When 
a voting violation was reported by a domestic observer in one of 
Kyiv’s precincts, my job was to rush to the precinct, fill out an of-
ficial report, and show my “international” face in the precinct in 
order to dissuade any wrongdoing. 

For the second round of elections on November 21, I did not 
choose to serve as an election observer, since I planned to remain 
in Kyiv for the protests and rallies that were planned for the day. as 
the results arrived in the early hours of the 22nd, I stood on Maidan 
along with tens of thousands of Yushchenko supporters. By 2 a.m. 
it had become apparent that the results were being falsified, and I 
went home wondering if Yushchenko’s devotees on Maidan were 
hardy enough to turn their rallies into a meaningful and sustained 
protest movement.

By the following morning, my questions had been answered. 
The bus that typically ran from my house past the square was unable 
to move after a few blocks, the roads were so choked with Orange 
revolutionaries moving on foot toward Maidan. Word spread 
fast that then-Prime Minister viktor Yanukovych had declared 
victory and that Yushchenko was rejecting the election as a farce. 
Yushchenko’s supporters in Kyiv were soon covering every public 
space, and those in outlying regions boarded every available plane, 
train, and automobile bound for the capital. 

I spent that first day speaking with the young POra activists 
I knew in the tent camp that had been pitched along Kyiv’s main 
street. These young idealists remained in these tents for another 
month, demanding that the authorities respect their constitutional 
(and human) rights. There were even a few young revolutionaries 
in these tents that met, fell in love, and made their nuptials official 
right in the tent camp.  In the weeks of the revolution, we were all 
a little swept away by the spirit of the moment.

The idealism and energy was infectious in those first few days; 
one always felt the need to have a bullhorn at one’s side. Perhaps I 
am simply vindicating theories of crowd psychology with this senti-
ment, but this is how we all felt. at times during the active phase 
of the revolution, it seemed that the protests were on the brink of 
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turning into bloodshed. I was present on the third day of protests, 
when Yuliya Tymoshenko called for supporters to march on the 
Presidential administration building. I was standing just beneath 
a row of armored dump trucks surrounding the administration 
building, as the protesters stormed over the barricade of trucks and 
came up against echelons of riot troops. That was one of the few 
times during the revolution that I felt unsafe and kept my distance. 
at other times, it seemed that the Kuchma government was winning 
the waiting game and that the street protesters would not be able to 
sustain their vigor. It was a roller coaster of emotions.

In the months after the revolution, though, the emotion ebbed, 
and I set about placing the Orange revolution in perspective. For 
the remainder of my Fulbright experience, I continued my courses 
in Ukrainian and political science and continued my work on 
political party development, though now most of my research was 
conducted with an eye toward understanding political parties in the 
context of the Orange revolution. For my personal research, the 
revolution gave me an invaluable opportunity to witness conten-
tious politics in action and helped me to understand how political 
opportunities are created and exploited.  

I traveled extensively in Ukraine’s regions from Donetsk in the 
east to Lviv in the west, speaking to citizens and activists. and every-
where I went, I was struck by how the revolution had changed most 
Ukrainians. Before this election, the sentiment that “everything 
has already been decided for us” was a prevalent one. The revolu-
tion changed that. even if they did not participate in the protests, 
most citizens now saw that they could influence how their state was 
governed. In essence, the Orange revolution heralded the birth of 
civil society in Ukraine, since for the first time, organized society 
acted as a counterweight to the state. Now the question is whether 
the euphoria of the revolution can be transformed into a founda-
tion for a lasting liberal democracy in Ukraine.

Whatever the eventual outcome, there is no denying that there 
was a real democratic moment in Ukraine during the revolution. 
Unfortunately, I was too young in the late ’80s and early ’90s to 
really grasp the significance of the changes taking place in the former 
Soviet Union. however, I was fortunate enough to have been right 
in the middle of things for this round of profound changes. 

O.J. Reuter, C’04, a 2004–05 Fulbright Scholar in Ukraine, is now a Ph.D 
student in political science at Emory University in Atlanta. 

The Orange Revolution: A Timeline*

The two principal players in the struggle for the leadership 
of Ukraine, which lasted from the fall of 200� until January 
2005, were the rivals for the presidency, Prime Minister vik-
tor Yanukovych and opposition leader viktor Yushchenko, 
who emerged as the winner.

31 october: after a bitter election campaign marked by al-
legations of assassination attempts and media bias, voting in 
the presidential election gives Yushchenko a lead of just 0.5 
percent against Yanukovych and triggers a second-round bal-
lot. But Western poll observers complain of serious electoral 
irregularities.

21 november: The second round of voting takes place.

22 november: The Central electoral Commission declares 
Yanukovych the winner. But Yushchenko’s supporters reject 
the result and start gathering in Kyiv to protest, despite sub-
zero temperatures.

25 november: The Supreme Court suspends publication 
of the election results while it examines the case. Journalists 
from Ukraine’s largest state-run television networks appear 
on live television and confess that they had been lying and 
distorting the news for the past few years. They declare their 
support for Yushchenko. 

27 november: Parliamentary deputies declare the poll 
invalid. Meanwhile, Yushchenko’s supporters lay siege to 
government buildings.

3 december: The Supreme Court annuls the results of the 
second round of the elections.

26 december: The third and decisive round of the presi-
dential poll proceeds smoothly. 

11 January: The electoral commission declares Yushchenko 
the official winner of the re-run presidential election. 

20 January: The Supreme Court rejects Yanukovych’s final 
appeal against the result of the re-run election and declares 
Yushchenko the winner. Yanukovych concedes.

23 January: viktor Yushchenko is sworn in as Ukraine’s 
new president.

*Adapted from the BBC News, with additional information from  
O.J. Reuter.
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Of Course THeATRe 114: elements of Design

“Of Course” is a new series highlighting Sewanee classes. 

“Mounting a production is one of the most complex activities in 
the world of art.” That’s the opening sentence of Professor Dan 
Backlund’s syllabus describing Theatre 11�: elements of Design. 

Maybe that’s why Backlund has to remind the seven students 
present on November 8 at least 10 times during the class period, 
“You can do this!”

They meet in room 112 of the Tennessee Williams Center, the 
design studio. Students sit at three rows of large, sloping desks, with 
an apple computer workstation mounted on an adjustable arm at 
each place. The room is high-ceilinged and full of light. Three 
giant inflatable crayons — magenta, pink, and blue — hang from 
the ceiling. Next to a sink sit stacks of cups stained with paint and 
other intriguing objects like a box labeled “The Original Draft Dot 
— Preferred by Professionals.” One wall is lined with symmetrically 
affixed matching posters illustrating line, shape, form, color, value, 
texture, space, balance, contrast, movement, emphasis, unity, 
rhythm, and pattern — the building blocks of design that these 
students are learning to manipulate. 

During this semester, they have already learned about script 
analysis and research, performance space and the audience-event 
relationship, the elements and principles of design, the use and 
manipulation of color, the scene design process, and costume 
design. all semester, they are working toward developing a design 
for Sam and Bell Spewack’s My Three Angels, a play set in French 
Guiana in 1910: furniture, costumes, environment, lighting, all 
drawn to scale. 

Today, the class of mostly freshmen and sophomores are working 
on exercises in paraline shade and shadow. The object is to learn 
how to manipulate lighting — which is to say, how to cast shadows 
— to create effects onstage like a sunrise, or a spooky night with 
a murderer on the prowl. and to be able to produce accurate 
drawings of their vision, drawings that will convince and inspire 
directors and actors because the two-dimensional portrayal of the 
three-dimensional stage space looks “real,” with objects anchored 
in space by the shadows they cast. 

“We’re going to begin our last exercises,” Backlund announces, 
“so that you can make your costumes and your scenery look real 
and three-dimensional. So it’s graph paper time, time for shadows 
in 3-D … Oooo!” 

Backlund has already drawn a series of cubes on the whiteboard 
graph, and the first thing he asks the students to do is to draw them 
on their own graph paper as well. 

“We’re going to start with a light source that is parallel to your 
picture plane. So it’s parallel to your piece of paper. That make 
sense?” One student says, “I’m not finished drawing my cubes.” 

Backlund replies, “Well, you know what I’m obliged to say.” “Draw 
faster!” “That’s it! how did you know?” he says, releasing his big, 
rolling laugh. Then he remarks, “have to go find a purple marker”; 
while leaving the room, he says, “Draw faster!” and laughs again. 

after an unsuccessful search for a purple marker (he resorts 
to blue), Backlund walks them through the first exercise. Finding 
out where the shade and the shadow will fall is simply a matter of 
systematic counting according to firmly established rules. What 
makes it interesting — and somewhat confusing — is that there are 
endless variations of possibilities for placement and angle of the 
light source. They work through several of these during this class 
meeting, most of which the students spend bent over their desks, 
counting, drawing, staring, thinking, licking their lips, and banter-
ing as Backlund prods them along, clarifying, explaining, teasing, 
and encouraging. “have faith in yourself! I do!” 

Looking at the students bent over their work, he remarks, “You 
can tell when it’s been a drawing day, because they all leave like this” 
— he holds up his right hand cramped like a claw. 

If you’d like to know more about this topic, here’s what the stu-
dents read for the course: Theatrical Design and Production by J. Michael 
Gillette, Fifth edition (Mayfield, 2005); and From Page to Stage by 
rosemary Ingham (heinemann, 1998). — Laura Barlament

Theatre professor Dan Backlund: “Have faith in yourself! I do!” 
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New Books
hidden Presences: monuments, 
Gravesites and Corpses in Greek fu-
nerary epigram. Jon bruss, assistant 
professor of classical languages, explores 
how the hellenistic tradition of the liter-
ary epigram is related to the sub-genre 
of epigrams inscribed in burial stones. 
Peeters, 2005. 

render to Caesar. The rev. 
Dr. Christopher bryan, 
the C.K. Benedict Pro-
fessor of New Testament 
at the School of Theol-
ogy, explores the rela-
tionship between early 
Christianity and the roman empire. 
Oxford University Press, 2005.

Deutsch durch Märchen: beginning 
German with fairy tales through tPrs. 
husband-and-wife team Jim david-
heiser, professor of German, and Marilyn 
Davidheiser, German teacher at Franklin 
County high School, co-wrote this text-
book based on a new method of teaching 
foreign languages called Total Physical 
response Storytelling (TPrS). TPrS 

Publishing Inc., 2005.

transatlantic scots. ed-
ited by Celeste ray, as-
sociate professor of an-
thropology, this volume 
considers the history 
of Scottish immigra-
tion to the U.S. and 
Canada, and exam-

ines contemporary Scottish 
heritage in those countries as well. ray also 
contributed four chapters. University of 
alabama Press, 2005.

Journals, encyclopedias, etc.
social sciences: nicole barenbaum 
(Psychology) has an article on Gordon 
allport in The Handbook of Psychobiography 

(Oxford, 2005); she reviewed erik 
erikson’s daughter’s memoir for Psyc-
CrITIQUeS — Contemporary Psychol-
ogy: aPa review of Books, 50 (No. 20); 
and she contributed an entry on a.a. 
roback to The Dictionary of Modern American 
Philosophers, vol. � (Thoemmes, 2005). 
rita smith Kipp (Dean of the College 
and Professor of anthropology) reviewed 
Karel Steenbrink’s Catholics in Indonesia, 
1808-1942: A Documented History in Church 
History 72 (2005). 

natural sciences: frank hart (Phys-
ics) is co-author of “effect of Cell 
electroporation on the Conductivity of 
a Cell Suspension” in Biophysical Journal, 
88 (2005), as well as “Using Dielectric 
Spectroscopy to Detect Thermal hys-
teresis in Frog Muscle” in the Journal of 
Non-Crystalline Solids 351.33–36 (September 
15, 2005), with nancy berner (Biology), 
erik e. davila-moriel, C’02, and ra-
chel Grier mcmillen, C’98. Speaking 
of undergraduate research that makes an 
impact, derek lemoine’s, C’03, work 
on streamside management zones on the 
Cumberland Plateau (through Sewanee’s 
Landscape analysis Lab) was published 
in the Journal of Forestry 103:8 (Decem-
ber 2005), with professors Jon evans 
(Biology) and Ken smith (Forestry) as 
co-authors. Kirk Zigler (Biology) is co-
author of “Sea Urchin Bindin Divergence 
Predicts Gamete Compatibility” in Evolu-
tion (November 2005).

humanities: Jon bruss (Classical Lan-
guages) has “Famous Last Words: aeneid 
5.87071 and the hellenistic Cenotaphic 
epigramme” in Latomus 6�.2 (2005); and 
he reviewed Greek Lyric Poetry: A New Translation 
for The Sewanee Review (Fall 2005). Greg 
Clark (art history) has “The Influence 
of the Limbourg Brothers in France and 
the Southern Netherlands, 1�00-1�60” 
and 15 entries in the exhibition catalogue 
for The Limbourg Brothers: Nijmegen 

Masters at the French Court 1�00–1�16 
(Nijmegen, valkhof-Museum). available 
in Dutch and German also! William e. 
engel (english) has several publications, 
including “Death Slips onto the renais-
sance Stage” in Medieval and Early Renaissance 
Theatre and Drama, edited by Laurie Postle-
wate (rodopi, 2005); and “Going to art: 
Dewey and heidegger” in International Studies 
in Philosophy (Winter 2005). his reviews 
of Stephen Greenblatt’s Will in the World, 
Millicent Bell’s Shakespeare’s Tragic Skepti-
cism, and “One Equall Light”: An Anthology of the 
Writings of John Donne appeared in The Sewanee 
Review (Summer 2005). elizabeth outka 
(english) published “Crossing the Great 
Divides: Selfridges, Modernity, and the 
Commodified authentic” in Modernism/mo-
dernity (april 2005). W. brown Patterson, 
C’52 (history), reviewed John S. Nurser’s 
For All Peoples and Nations: The Ecumenical Church 
and Human Rights in the Sewanee Theological Re-
view (Michaelmas 2005). betsy a. sandlin 
(Spanish) contributed “‘el hombre teje 
cuentos’: Manuel ramos Otero’s Queer 
Metaliterary Spiders” to Revista Monográfica/
Monographic Review 28 (2005); and reviewed 
VoiceOvers: Translation in Latin American Literature 
for Hispanófila 1�� (2005) and The Latin 
American Cultural Studies Reader for South Atlantic 
Review 70.2 (2005). Jacqueline thibault 
schaefer (French, emerita) has “Modula-
tions of Moduli in the Tristan Illuminated 
Manuscripts: Secular ‘Tryst’ and Biblical 
‘Temptation’ Scenes” in Manuscripts in Transi-
tion: Recycling Manuscripts, Texts and Images, edited 
by Brigitte Dekeyser and Jan van der Stock 
(Peeters, 2005). 

visit <www.sewanee.edu/magazine> to 
see what else your professors have been up 
to — Nancy Berner’s research in australia, 
David Landon’s staging of Tennessee Wil-
liams’ poetry in The Strange, the Crazed, and the 
Queer, and John Bordley’s studies at the 
royal Carillon School in Belgium are a 
few highlights! 

CONTINUING eDUCATION  
The intellectual ferment of your student years on the Mountain may be past, but your chance to engage with Sewanee professors’ ideas continues — pick up one of their books or articles. 
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For nearly 10 percent of Sewanee’s 
undergraduate student population 
last summer, those three months 

out of the classroom offered time to take 
a peek into their future careers through 
internships.

and, thanks to endowed funds es-
tablished by alumni and friends of the 
University, the students received financial 
support for their work, even if their summer 
employers were not able to pay them. 

“Internships are valuable for Sewanee 
students for a number of reasons,” says Kim 
heitzenrater, C’89, director of the Of-
fice of Career Services. “They let students 
experience the day-to-day realities of jobs 
they think they’re interested in. even if they 
discover that the industry is not a good fit, 
that information is very valuable.

“employers also tell us that Sewanee 
students bring value to the workplace. They 
come ready to learn and contribute, and 
students gain skills and experiences that 
strengthen their résumés.

“Finally, undergraduate students gain 
mentors and contacts for their job search 
after graduation. Graduating seniors who 
hold internships are often employed when 
the internship ends. Their internships be-
come a perfect bridge to their first jobs.”

Sewanee’s internship program offers a 
great deal of flexibility to accommodate stu-
dents’ interests. “The beauty of most of our 
programs is that they allow the students to 
find or create their own internship oppor-
tunities and then come to us for funding, 
instead of our office having a ‘magic list’ and 
students having to conform to that list,” says 
Melissa Webb, who coordinated the intern-
ship programs from 2000 until 2005.

Some students find their dream in-
ternships right here on campus. Natasha 
Cowie, C’07, is one example. The natural 

resources and Third World studies double 
major interned with the Landscape analysis 
Laboratory and worked on several projects 
— testing how an invasive plant species af-
fects Domain soils; assisting Leighton reid, 
C’06, with a forest inventory in the Franklin 
State Forest; helping Deborah McGrath, as-
sistant professor of biology, complete a study 
of the water, soil, and leaf litter in that same 
area; writing an academic paper, which she 
presented at the association for the Study 
of Literature and the environment, and 
a children’s book about the Cumberland 
Plateau ecosystem; and teaching environ-
mental studies at the Georgia Governor’s 
honors Program.

“For years, my dream jobs have been 
chief of the U.S. Forest Service or National 
Geographic writer,” said Cowie. “The combi-
nation of research work and writing in my 
internship is ideal.”

More than �0 students interned with 
alumni or Sewanee parents. Logan Gewin, 
C’06, who interned with Bert White, C’91, 
at Smith Barney in Omaha, Nebraska, said 
this connection adds to the value of the in-
ternship experience. “It is always a bonus to 
have someone in the office who knows you 
well and is looking out for you, and Sewanee 
alumni are the best around,” said Gewin.

read on to find out about just a 
few more of the 130 internships of last  
summer. 

arkansas supreme Court, little rock, 
arkansas: Carla reed, C’08, spent last 
summer working with arkansas Supreme 
Court Justice robert Brown, C’63, a 
longtime sponsor of Sewanee interns. reed 
spent most of her time conducting legal 
research and writing memos about the cases 
she was assigned weekly. “One day out of the 
week was dedicated to oral arguments, and 

Bridges to the Future
Internships get students started on their career tracks

Top: Natasha Cowie, C’07, tested Domain soils, 
among other internship projects with Sewanee’s 
Landscape Analysis Lab. Middle: A rising sopho-
more, Carla Reed interned with Justice Robert 
Brown, C’63, of the Arkansas Supreme Court. 
Bottom: Logan Gewin, C’06, gained many mentors 
while interning at Smith Barney in Omaha.  
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I was given the opportunity to attend these 
arguments and listen as the issues within 
the cases played out in front of the justices,” 
said reed, who plans to attend law school 
after graduating with a major in psychology. 
“What I enjoyed most about the internship 
was that it was an actual internship! I was not 
assigned mediocre tasks, but instead I was 
given the chance to experience the law field 
first hand. Being able to read real cases and 
give Justice Brown my opinion was truly a 
surreal experience,” said reed. She was able 
to participate in this internship through the 
Tonya Public affairs internship program.

Cigar family Community Complex, 
Caribe, and orchids dominicana, 
salamanca, dominican republic: Grant 
Burrier, C’05; amy Stencel, C’05; and 
Brandon Nolen, C’06, interned in the 
Dominican republic thanks to Bill Sav-
age, C’5�; eric Newman, C’70; Bobby 
Newman, C’73; and the Lilly Foundation. 
Savage owns Orchids Dominicana and 
approached the Office of Career Services 
about developing internships in the Do-
minican republic. he was aware of the 
good work done by the Newman brothers 
in creating the Cigar Family Community 
Complex and he hoped to learn more about 
how the lives of his workers could be im-
proved in the same way.  The Cigar Family 
Community Complex, which opened in 
the fall of 200�, includes a school, a health 
clinic, sources for clean drinking water, 
and a community center for the Domini-
can community of Caribe. Burrier and 
Nolen worked at the Cigar Family Com-
munity Complex, and Stencel researched 
and wrote a plan for accomplishing similar 
goals in Salamanca. 

Centers for disease Control (CdC),  
atlanta, Georgia: at the Centers for 
Disease Control, Catherine alley, C’06, 
helped propose, plan, and initiate courses 
to train laboratory workers in security and 
safety policies and the latest techniques 
for identifying emerging diseases. “For 
example,” alley explained, “I spent a week 
at the Georgia Public health Lab helping 
with a training course designed to teach lab 
workers from all over the United States to 
isolate and identify the bacteria Campy-

lobacter, a food-borne pathogen, from 
stool specimens. I also had the wonderful 
opportunity to attend various seminars 
and presentations given at the CDC by 
experts in the fields of epidemiology, dis-
ease prevention, and public policies vital 
to the health of the United States and the 
world.” This internship was sponsored by 
Louise Barden, a parent of an alumnus, 
and funded by the Tonya Public affairs 
internship program. 

yale Child study Center, new haven,  
Connecticut: Dr. Linda Mayes, C’73, a 
researcher at the Yale Child Study Center, 
also has sponsored many Sewanee interns, 
allowing them to participate in the work of 
this multidisciplinary research center fo-
cused on children and families. Both Brad 
Cherry, C’05, and amy Sharp, C’06, ac-
tively participated in the center’s research. 
“My favorite thing about my internship 
was, by far, its academic setting, which 
became truly intoxicating,” said Cherry, a 
philosophy major. Sharp had a similar re-
action. after spending the summer at Yale, 
Sharp decided that she would like to work in 
academia as a researcher and teacher. “Just 
as getting to know my Sewanee professors 
has planted an interest in teaching, working 
with Dr. Mayes solidified my aspirations,” 
she said.

smith barney, omaha, nebraska: Logan 
Gewin, C’06, spent his summer at Smith 
Barney in Omaha (sponsored by Bert 
White, C’91), researching and comparing 
analyst recommendations for specific stocks 
and processing WorldCom and Global 
Crossing litigation claim forms for clients. 
“Sewanee courses in accounting, financial 
markets, the banking system, and industrial 
psychology enabled me to get the most out 
of my experience at Smith Barney,” said 
Gewin. an economics major, Gewin is 
interested in financial markets, growing 
companies, real estate, law, and emerging 
markets in China and India. Gewin said he 
gained many mentors through the intern-
ship. “Many of the financial consultants 
have been in this business for 25-30 years, 
so everything they have to say is worth lis-
tening to and teaches me something new,” 
explained Gewin. This internship received 

funding through the Tonya economics 
internship program. 

episcopal Church of our savior, Kiawah, 
south Carolina: The Lilly Summer Dis-
cernment Institute, sponsored for the last 
several years and recently renewed by the 
Lilly endowment, allows Sewanee to con-
duct a summer program for students inter-
ested in working in the church or in other 
service-based vocations. at the episcopal 
Church of Our Savior, elizabeth Langford, 
C’07, planned vacation Bible school and 
assisted with Sunday morning services. “I 
taught in the adult Sunday school class, 
accompanied Father Marshall, my mentor, 
on pastoral visits to parishioners at the area 
hospital, attended vestry meetings, and had 
the opportunity to meet with youth minis-
ters from other churches in the diocese,” 
said history major Langford, who plans to 
become a youth minister. “I love working 
with people, meeting new people, building 
relationships.” 

If you’re interested in offering or spon-
soring an internship, contact the Office 
of Career Services at 931.598.1121. Two 
coordinators manage the multiple intern-
ship programs: Lisa howick, C’81, and 
edie Street.

— Shelley Akers, C’07, contributed to this story

Eric Newman, C’70; Hans Hertell, U.S. ambas-
sador to the Dominican Republic; Amy Stencel, 
C’05; and Grant Burrier, C’05, met at the Cigar 
Family Community Complex in Caribe. Ambas-
sador Hertell thanked these alums on behalf of the 
U.S. government for their work to improve the lives 
of the Dominicans.
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A Snapshot of Sewanee  
in the 1870s

Imagine enrolling in the University of the 
South 130 or so years ago. What would the 
Sewanee experience have been like just a few 
years after the University’s post-Civil War 
revival? here we present a few glimpses of 
Sewanee at that period in its life. We hope 
they will spawn memories and compari-
sons, just as photos of events close to the 
heart might do. 

admission requirements: “Notify the 
University in advance of your arrival” and 
“bring a certificate of good character from 
a responsible person.” 

Cost: Tuition, room, board, fuel, washing, 
and surgeon’s fee came to $330 per year, 
though not many paid the full amount. a 
$20 deposit was required to cover books 
and incidentals. 

housing: Most students lived in boarding 
houses with “ladies of culture and refine-
ment, whose influence is relied on to 
promote good morals and correct habits.” 
residents were expected to bring six nap-
kins and a napkin ring along with them. 

enrollment: During the decade, 57� 
students matriculated into the grammar 
school, 5�0 into the college, and 29 into 
the School of Theology. Four students were 
from england and nine were from places 
outside the South. 

dress Code: Gownsmen (students 18 and 
older) wore a cap and 

gown to class. Un-
derclassmen and 
grammar school 
students wore 
gray uniforms.

arrival: a new 
student would 
have arrived in 
March, as the 
academic year 

began then and 
ended in Decem-

ber. he most likely 
would have caught the 

coal train from Cowan 

to Sewanee. If he were lucky, the comfort-
able passenger car would be attached to the 
train. another alternative was securing the 
“hack” for transport up the Mountain, but 
some walked the five miles. 

town: arriving in downtown Sewanee, 
he would have seen a village busier than 
today’s, although many of the buildings 
on what is now University avenue would 
have been the same — most date from the 
early 1870s. On the way to his hall, he 
would have passed a bakery and ice cream 
shop, photographer, laundry (with dance 
hall above), tailor, butcher, shoemaker, 
bookstore and pharmacy, tinsmith, and 
other establishments. The parish church, 
St. Paul’s-on-the-Mountain, stood on the 
grounds of the current elementary school. 
The first public school was built in 1875 
next to the church. 

university facilities: Two benefactors, 
Charlotte Manigault and Telfair hodg-
son, financed the first stone buildings: 
St. Luke’s hall, built in 1878, and hodg-
son hall in 1875. Most social events took 
place in Forensic hall, which stood in the 
quadrangle with St. augustine’s Chapel, 
Otey hall, and several houses. The 1870s 
Trustees’ Proceedings mention the need 
for professors’ residences, bathing facili-
ties, and $200 for a building for gymnastic 
exercises.

daily routines: Classes started at 6:30 
a.m. with morning drill and continued 
until about �:30. required chapel was 
held twice daily in St. augustine’s Chapel. 
The University Prayer included the plea 
to “enlighten their minds, subjugate their 
wills, and purify their hearts.”

faculty: By decade’s end, there were 
16 members of the teaching staff. Most 
taught in multiple departments and also 
performed administrative duties. Salaries 
ranged from $�00 to $1,800 per year, to be 
“scaled, pro rata” should tuition payments 
not cover salaries and expenses. 

extracurricular activities: The University 
boasted a cornet band, a choir, two liter-
ary societies, a fraternity, and a missionary 
guild. Forensics, oratory, and drama were 
popular. Baseball was the prevailing sport. 
Besides the “University-picked nine,” who 
played other off-campus teams, there were 
the prestigious Sewanees and hardees plus 
many hall teams, including right Bower, 
Kendal, and hell Cats. “Lady supporters” 
made the uniforms, which were wool. 

Commencement: The first commence-
ment exercises took place in august 1872, 
with prizes awarded in such areas as spell-
ing, dictation, deportment, and oratory. 
The first degrees were awarded in 187�. 

— Annie Armour, C’77, University Archivist

The Sewanee Nine were photographed in September 1869 by 
J. M. Nesbit of Winchester, Tennessee. Below: Insignia from the Hardees baseball uniform. 
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A former Sewanee “big sister,” Anderson now 
works with developing countries like Moldova. 

My Sewanee Calling

Lighting up 
the Big Apple
By Pete Dillon, C’96

When I showed up in Sewanee from 
hanahan, South Carolina, in the fall 
of 1992, I had only the vaguest notions 
about what was in store for me. The aca-
demics and the workload were, at first, 
intimidating. New people, engaging 
classes, the Mountain, and the chance to 
play on the basketball team made it easy 
to put off any serious career decisions 
until my senior year. In truth, I had no 
idea what I really wanted to do. Like many 
Sewanee students, I simply expected to 
go to law school or to stumble into some 
other lucrative and exciting career. It is 
clear to me now, though, that those years 
— filled with american history tutorials, 
constant academic and social engage-
ments, and a lot of basketball — built the 
foundation for the unique career path I 
have traveled.  

after graduation, I returned to the 
Mountain as the assistant basketball 
coach for the next three seasons. a 
natural extension of my Sewanee ex-
perience, this job allowed me to stay in 
a competitive environment but forced 
me to begin using the skills that I didn’t 
know I had acquired — skills that Sewanee 
uniquely imparted and ones that I now 
use daily.  Believe it or not, the skill set 
required for coaching Division III bas-
ketball — recruiting, motivating a team, 
being creative, and relating to people 

— were ideal for the next career move I 
would make.     

I had always loved the idea of living in 
New York City, and one day in the spring 
of 1999 I simply packed two suitcases and 
showed up in Manhattan. after a week 
of networking as much as possible with 
friends, Sewanee alumni, and anyone 
else who would take a meeting with me, I 
landed a job with a small public relations 
firm, LaForce and Stevens. My next job 
took me to Wenner Media — publisher of 
Rolling Stone and other magazines — where 
I primarily worked on marketing ini-
tiatives for Men’s Journal. One short year 

into this, my boss was hired to revamp 
and restart the consumer marketing 
effort at rockefeller Center. She took 
me with her. 

By the end of 2003, I had become 
the director of marketing at rock Cen-
ter. although I work for a real estate 
company — Tishman Speyer, which 
owns rockefeller Center and many 
other properties in New York City and 
around the world — my day-to-day job 

is high-profile consumer and entertain-
ment marketing. My responsibilities 
include everything from promoting the 
world-famous skating rink and over 100 
shops and restaurants in rock Center; 
to working with the TODAY Show and nBC 
Universal on special projects like the 
recent humanity Plaza fund-raiser for 
hurricane Katrina victims; to finding 
the rockefeller Center Christmas tree 
and making the broadcast of the tree 
lighting go smoothly. 

The common element to all of my 
jobs — including coaching Division III 
basketball — has been my communica-

tion skills, including written, verbal, 
and interpersonal. The marketing pro-
fession, especially in New York City, 
requires creative thinking that must be 
articulated to others in a meaningful 
way. From math and chemistry to Dr. 
register’s intellectual history courses and 
everything in between, writing skills and 
communication are a common denomi-
nator. Without them, you are bound to 

The Sewanee Call
Campaign priorities like …

The Center for Applied Economics
Writing across the Curriculum
Internships
Athletics

… support students like Pete Dillon 
in finding their calling. 

◗
◗
◗
◗

Continued on page 29
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Growing up in Gary, Indiana, Deon 
Miles was dead set on being a medical 
doctor. “I remember my english teacher 
in high school, Ms. ransom, said in 
passing to me, ‘You would make a re-
ally good teacher one day.’ at the time 
I just thought, ‘Whatever, I’m going to 

be a doctor.’ But I guess she saw some-
thing about the way I liked to help other 
students and encourage people. So that 
comment stuck with me.” 

a few years later, he was at Wabash 
College when he realized that Ms. ran-
som was right. “I realized I didn’t want to 
be around sick people for the rest of my 
life,” he says. he wanted to be a teacher 
— a chemistry professor. 

Miles started teaching at Sewanee 
in 2002, immediately after finish-
ing graduate school at the University 
of North Carolina in Chapel hill. “I 
lucked out in getting an opportunity 
at a place like this without postdoctoral 
experience,” he says. 

In Blackman auditorium, Miles 
looks relaxed as he lectures, wearing an 
academic gown studded with pins repre-
senting places he’s lived or traveled. (he 
also has a couple from his favorite sport, 
bowling.) after presenting the rules for 
determining oxidation numbers, he 
has the class work in pairs on example 
problems. he moves around the room, 
making sure he visits all the students 

and commenting, “Good, good,” or 
“how’re you doing?”

For Miles, teaching extends beyond 
the classroom and into the lab. Dur-
ing the past few years, eight students 
have collaborated in his nanotech-
nology-related research, resulting in 

many presentations 
at regional chemis-
try conferences and 
one paper publication 
so far (another is in 
the works), by Grace 
Kennedy, C’06.

During the 2005 
advent semester, 
three students were 
working in his lab 
— seniors Charles 
Odonkor and Melis-
sa ensor and junior 
Tracian Meikle. In 
November, Miles 

took 10 students to Memphis for the 
Southeast regional Meeting of the 
american Chemical Society to give 
poster presentations and talks. 

attending these meetings, Miles says, 

Goals and Needs
Months ago, University officers, along with the Sewanee Development Council and the 
Campaign Cabinet, developed a list of priorities for The Sewanee Call $180 million 
campaign. Some of these priorities are nearly funded; and with the campaign at nearly 
$118 million, much great work has been accomplished. 

But as the campaign entered the fall of 2005, it became clear that two priorities 
needed extra attention: new endowment for faculty support, and capital and endow-
ment funds for the sciences. 

Sewanee has raised about $5.5 million toward a $32.5 million goal for faculty re-
sources. Naming opportunities in these areas include: 

endowed Chair: $1.5 million 
Senior Fellowship: $750,000 
New Faculty Fellowship: $500,000 
Faculty Development Fellowship: $250,000 
The big need in the sciences is new infrastructure, and funds and effort have been 

committed to both a new science facility and a $6 million renovation and expansion of 
Snowden hall. Completing these capital projects is at the top of the list of urgent projects 
for The Sewanee Call. each of these projects includes several naming opportunities 
ranging from $50,000 lounges or study facilities to naming at the building level. 

◗
◗
◗
◗

Professor Deon Miles: Born to Teach 
gives students the opportunity to make 
connections for graduate study. “It lets 
people know that we are doing interest-
ing things in the chemistry department 
at Sewanee. It’s important research, and 
the students are benefiting from it.” 

Odonkor, who came to Sewanee from 
Ghana the same year that Miles started 
teaching here, gave a talk on research he 
conducted with Dr. John Penn, C’78, 
at vanderbilt last summer. Odonkor 
worked in Miles’ lab the summer after 
his freshman year. 

“One thing I like so much about 
working with Dr. Miles is his sense of 
humor. You know, a lot of times things 
in the lab don’t go the way they’re sup-
posed to. It can be frustrating. But Dr. 
Miles will just make fun of the whole 
thing. You laugh about it, and it re-
motivates you to look at it again. he also 
pushes you to think for yourself. Many 
times, if you come to his office with a 
question, instead of answering your 
question he might ask you a question to 
trigger something in your mind.

“he teaches you to keep at it, don’t 
stop.” 
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Charting the Call

as of December 1, The Sewanee Call 
campaign stood at $117.6 million.

struggle. In my professional experience, 
this is just as true at the highest levels of 
marketing in New York City as it was my 
freshman year at Sewanee. 

In many ways, my job now is a natural 
extension of my liberal arts education, 
as it includes sports, art, history (rock-
efeller Center’s recently reopened 
Observation Deck includes an exhibit 
on the center’s rich history), and lots of 
writing. For almost 150 years, Sewanee 
has prepared students for careers in just 
about anything. There are few places 
around that make this claim — I’m just 
one living example of it.

Pete Dillon, C’96, is director of marketing for  
Rockefeller Center in New York. 

interested in writing about your 
sewanee calling? 
Contact Laura Barlament 
at <lbarlame@sewanee.edu>.

A Three-Legged 
Stool 
Different kinds of gifts 

maintain the University’s  

fiscal balance

Sandy and richard Wilkens, C’69, who 
made the first major gift toward the 
science building project (see page 30), 
contribute generously each year to the 
Sewanee Fund as well. Furthermore, 
as gift chairman for the class of 1969, 
richard encourages his classmates to 
remember how important annual gifts 
are to the University’s daily strength. 

“Those of us who work in fundraising 
make clear distinctions between annual 
and capital and endowment giving, but 
we realize our alumni and other friends 
may not make those distinctions,” says 
Terri Griggs Williams, C’81, director 
of development. “Sewanee has to have 
all those kinds of gifts to be competitive 
with other colleges and universities for 
students and faculty.” 

What’s the difference? The Sewanee 
Fund will generate about $3.15 million 
in 2005–06. This is about 5 percent of 
an annual budget that runs the entire 
University, including maintaining serv-
ices and infrastructure for a small town 
and providing several million dollars 
in scholarships each year. That funding 
often provides the margin that turns a 

pretty good university into a great one. 
Still, the University would not be 

able to operate without those larger, 
history-making gifts of endowment 
or capital. an example: When Woods 
Laboratories was built in 1968, rich-
ard Nixon was president, U.S. soldiers 
toiled in vietnam, and bell bottoms 
were fashionable. The individuals who 
helped build Woods provided a resource 
that served the University for over a 
generation. Their commitment helped 
Sewanee develop great scientists, whose 
achievements suggest that a new science 
building will also be history-making. 

Finally, many individuals provide for 
the University’s lasting strength through 
testamentary commitments and other 
kinds of planned gifts. David Spragens, 
director of planned giving, often quotes 
a phrase coined by the rt. rev. henry 
Parsley, C’70, h’98, University chan-
cellor: “remember the future.” That 
phrase has become a mantra for giving 
that crosses generational lines and en-
sures a bright future. 

every gift makes a difference, but 
without a balance among current giv-
ing, capital and endowment giving, 
and planned giving, Sewanee is like a 
three-legged stool with equilibrium 
problems. “If you love Sewanee, you can 
show it with a gift to the Sewanee Fund 
or to The Sewanee Call campaign, or 
make a planned gift that may take effect 
in a future campaign,” says Williams. 
“Or,” she adds, “you could help make 
a difference now and in the future with 
commitments to all three.” 

lighting up the big apple
Continued from page 27

The renewal of Sewanee’s science facilities, like Woods Labs, is a high priority. 
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For ongoing information about The Sewanee Call campaign, visit http://ur.sewanee.edu/sewaneecall
To speak with a member of the campaign team, call 800.367.1179

Sandy and richard Wilkens III, C’69, 
are comfortable with uncertainty. 
They are so comfortable, in fact, that 
in 1977 they staked their livelihood on 
a company based on that exhilarating 
interchange between uncertainty and 
probability: predicting the weather. 

The risk paid off. The company, 
Wilkens Weather Technologies L.P. 
(WWT) of houston, has grown to a 
worldwide provider of services to sup-
port off-shore oil drilling, shipping, the 
film industry, and other activities that 
are easily affected by weather conditions. 
It is one of the companies that make up 
ar Group International.

along the way, dealing successfully 
with uncertainty has been critical to the 
success of the enterprise. Two success-
ful hurricane predictions solidified 
the company’s reputation. In 1983, 
even though the National hurricane 
Center models did not agree with their 

assessment, WWT was convinced that 
hurricane alicia would hit the city of 
houston. They scrambled to purchase 
an emergency generator that kept their 
business open. and they were able to 
notify their clients of the impending 
danger. a correct (and contrary) 1987 
prediction that hurricane emily would 
hit Bermuda landed the company a con-
tract with the island’s government. 

The success of WWT has been mir-
rored by the Wilkens’ other business 
ventures. In 1978, richard, along with 
business partners in houston, formed 
air routing International Corporation, 
to provide not only aviation weather 
services but also air security and flight 
routing. In 1983, WWT was merged 
into air routing International. Later, 
as other companies around air rout-
ing developed, ar Group (arG) was 
formed in 199�, of which WWT became 
a wholly owned subsidiary.

In 2005, the year of the hurricane, 
richard Wilkens and ar Group were 
very busy. “Normally in the summer, it’s 
pretty quiet for our gulf and Caribbean 
clients,” says Wilkens. “It’s life in the 
tropics. But this year, it was non-stop. 
Our subscribers needed more specific 
and more detailed information than 
usual.” The company delivered more 
bulletins with more specific details than 
they had done previously. and Wilkens 
expects that they will be busy in the next 
few years, as the earth is in a period of 
high hurricane activity. “It might not 
be next year or the year after that, but 
we can expect to be busy over the next 
decade or two.”

a physics major at Sewanee, Wilkens 
earned a master’s degree in atmospheric 
science from the University of Texas. 
The Wilkens family has a multi-genera-
tion connection with Sewanee. Wilkens’ 
father, richard Jr., graduated in 1936. 
The Wilkens’ daughter, Derry, gradu-
ated in 1997, and son richard graduated 
in 2002. 

These connections with Sewanee have 
made the Wilkens family supporters of 
the University at multiple levels. richard 
serves as class chair and is a generous an-
nual contributor to the Sewanee Fund. 
recently, Sandy and richard also made a 
pledge to a new science facility, a project 
now in its planning stages.

Years from now when Sewanee 
students explore the implications of 
heisenberg’s uncertainty principle and 
other arcane matters of contemporary 
physics, perhaps they will be aware that 
their opportunity was made possible 
by a dance with uncertainty, begun a 
generation ago by Sandy and richard 
Wilkens.

Call and Response

Sandy and Richard Wilkens III, C’69

Kirsten Slaughter, C’05; Stephanie Owens, C’07; Sandy and Richard Wilkens, C’69; and Walter 
Merrill, C’70, give their attention to John Bordley, professor of chemistry, during The Sewanee Call 
campaign kickoff event last April.
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The associated alumni and the 
University honored three re-
markable individuals for their 

career achievements and service to their 
communities and the University at the 
alumni awards Breakfast on Saturday, 
October 8: Joel a. Smith III, C’67, as 
Distinguished alumnus; David Dye, 
C’90, as Distinguished Young alumnus; 
and eric Naylor, C’58, as Distinguished 
Faculty/Staff Member.

In turn, the award recipients recognized 
all that Sewanee had given them. “I have 
come to recognize that … this place, this 
education, these friendships all worked 
together to enable me to become myself,” 
said Smith upon receiving his award. 

Joel Smith, C’67, is dean of the Moore 
School of Business at the University of South 
Carolina, which he joined in 2000 after a 
30-year career at Bank of america. he re-
tired as president of Bank of america east.

a native of Columbia, South Carolina, 
Smith graduated from the University with 
a Bachelor of arts in political science and 
economics. he also attended the National 
Commercial Lending School at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma and the School of 
Banking of the South at Louisiana State 
University. Smith served in the U.S. Navy 
from 1967 to 1971 and in the U.S. Naval 
reserve from 1971 to 1987, when he retired 
at the rank of commander.

Smith serves on the boards of the S.C. 
Business Center for excellence in educa-

tion and the S.C. eTv endowment, and 
just completed his service as a University 
regent. his many awards include the Order 
of the Palmetto, the highest civilian honor 
given by the governor of South Carolina; 
membership in the South Carolina Busi-
ness hall of Fame; and honorary degrees 
from South Carolina State University, Fay-
etteville State University, and the University 
of South Carolina at aiken. 

he and his wife, Kathryn, have three 
children, one of whom graduated from 
Sewanee in 1999.

David Dye, C’90, a native of Cookeville, 
Tennessee, is president and CeO of Com-
puter Programs and Systems, or CPSI. 
Based in Mobile, alabama, CPSI provides 
healthcare information systems to the 
medical community. Dye joined the com-
pany at an entry-level position just a week 
after graduating from Sewanee. In 1999, 
when the company’s founders retired, Dye 
was named president and CeO. he guided 
the company to a successful initial public 
offering in May 2002. Dye also serves on 
the company’s board of directors.

While still in high school at Cookeville, 
Dye enrolled in Tennessee Technological 
University and produced computer pro-
gramming for the county school system. at 
Sewanee, Dye majored in economics and 
was a standout tennis player. he has gener-
ously supported the tennis program.

Though his accomplishments in the 
business world have been considerable, Dye 

says what he is most proud of is his family, 
which includes his wife, Kerri, and their 
four daughters.

eric Naylor, C’58, is William rand 
Kenan Jr. Professor emeritus of Spanish. 
a native of Tennessee, he earned a master’s 
and a doctorate from the University of 
Wisconsin. he joined Sewanee’s faculty in 
1962 and retired in 200�.

a specialist in analysis of old Spanish 
texts, Naylor’s first major publication was 
of the complete manuscript texts of El libro de 
buen amor (The Book of Good Love) of Juan ruiz. 
In the 1960s, he worked with the Center 
for electronic Computing in Madrid to put 
the Buen amor manuscripts on punch-cards, 
producing the first computerized concor-
dance in Spanish of a major literary work. 
appropriately enough, Naylor’s latest major 
publication was a second computerized con-
cordance of the Libro de buen amor, issued on 
CD by the hispanic Society of america. 

he was a leader in computing at Sewanee, 
too: his 1993 proposal that e-mail be the 
required mode of communication for the 
campus continues to transform the way 
Sewanee does business. he has been a faith-
ful advisor to the Chi Psi fraternity and the 
red ribbon Society for many years, as well 
as serving on a presidential search commit-
tee, the Board of Trustees, and the strategic 
planning committee. he is now working 
on a translation of the Book of the Archpriest of 
Talavera, a glossary of the Buen amor and an 
edition of the Cosmography of Spain.

Joel Smith, David Dye, and eric Naylor receive Alumni Awards

Left to right: Joel Smith, C’67, dean of the Moore School of Business at the University of South Carolina; Rhea Bowden, C’76, outgoing president of the Associated 
Alumni, and Eric Naylor, C’58, professor emeritus of Spanish; David Dye, C’90, president and CEO of CPSI. 
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a Crucial Mission
Dean Stafford reviews his first nine months  
at the School of Theology 

come. We are planning for a much longer-
term rhythm of creative response in the 
months and, indeed, the years to come. 
Finding the resources in time and money 
for these responses is demanding, yet the 
generosity of people here literally has been 
overwhelming. During these times of trial, 
we are clear that our main vocation remains 
theological education. Our students are the 
“seed corn” for the future leadership of our 
church, and their present study and forma-
tion is critical for that future. 

What are some of your impressions of the 
school of theology’s student body during these 
first months of your tenure as dean?

I have many reasons to be proud of 
the students who chose Sewanee or whose 
bishops recommended Sewanee for their 
education. This group of students has 
greater maturity and initiative than any I 
have known. among their invaluable con-
tributions to the quality of life in Sewanee 
are preaching and theological education in 
community churches, the Parents’ Morn-
ing Out twice weekly daycare program, 
ongoing financial and “sweat equity” in the 
seminary’s mission activities, participation 
in University-wide spiritual programs, and 
support for local school and community 
children’s sports teams and extracurricular 
activities. 

Two other extraordinary achievements 
by present students stand out to me. a team 
of students skilled in the ways of the health 
insurance industry undertook an extensive 
search for an affordable health insurance 

The Very Rev. Dr. William S. Stafford took his post as 
dean of the School of Theology at the University of the 
South on January 1, 2005. In the following interview, 
Dean Stafford discusses his role and the overall mission 
of the seminary.

looking back over your first nine months as 
dean, how would you describe the state of the 
seminary?

This has been as busy a time as I have 
ever had in my life, yet I feel, usually, se-
rene assurance that I have been called to do 
this work. This seminary of the episcopal 
Church is doing what it is called to do. It is 
intentionally centered in the life of the Tri-
une God, bearing witness to Christ’s death 
and resurrection, learning to “equip the 
saints for ministry.” We have 96 enrolled 
students this year, with an entering class 
of 31 that is near the top of our capacity. 
We have 15 full-time faculty members and 
seven adjunct faculty members. There is a 

spirit of peace and renewed mission in the 
faculty, and a sense of excitement and en-
gagement in our students. We pray, study, 
and serve in the community. Our normal 
pattern of prayer — daily Morning Prayer, 
holy eucharist, and evening Prayer — takes 
place in the Chapel of the apostles, which 
is now open for prayer 2� hours a day, 
seven days a week. I have jumped into a 
small share in the curriculum, co-teaching 
our required courses for junior, or first-
year, seminarians on liturgical reading, 
“Speaking the Word,” and liturgical music, 
“Singing the Word,” to add a theological 
and ministerial perspective. It is fun to be 
working that closely with students again.

in the tragic aftermath of this hurricane 
season, people in sewanee reached out and 
supported each other, as well as the victims 
that have lost so much. What have been your 
impressions of this response?

The University of the South, and the 
School of Theology within it, has taken 
many initiatives — first and foremost, 
prayer. Many displaced people have been 
welcomed here while we care for members 
of the Sewanee community whose lives 
have been damaged. at the same time, the 
community organized to collect and de-
liver food and supplies to staging points in 
the devastated regions or to offer pastoral 
care. at the seminary, our rule in send-
ing out teams is to send only those who 
are qualified and prepared, and to send 
them only when a bishop, parish, or other 
organization has explicitly asked them to 
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This seminary is doing 
what it is called to do.  

It is intentionally  
centered in the life of 

the Triune God, bearing 
witness to Christ’s death 
and resurrection, learn-

ing to ‘equip the saints 
for ministry.’

plan that would enroll our students and 
families. This is a nationwide problem, of 
course, but exacerbated here by the mas-
sive contraction of Tennessee’s health care 
system, TennCare, on which many of our 
students had depended. We had a number 
of students and student families that could 
not obtain insurance at all, either because 
of pre-existing conditions or because the 
cost was beyond their means. This team 
discovered a program for seminarians of-
fered by Church Insurance that provides 
a range of coverage levels at prices far less 
than many were paying. This is a voluntary 
program, and the students must still pay 
the premiums themselves. Our strong 
financial aid packages reach only so far. 
even in the midst of the financial pressures 
facing virtually every episcopal diocese, 
I’m appealing to bishops for diocesan sup-
port for the cost of their students’ health 
insurance, where that is not already being 
made available. 

another outstanding initiative came 
from a seminary couple. During their 
first year in Sewanee, they missed close 
contact with their own grown children. 
They began to invite college students from 
their diocese — the episcopal Diocese of 
Louisiana — to come to their home for 
dinner. In a year’s time, they joined with 
other seminarians to organize the Link 
Program. College students sign up to par-
ticipate and the groups gather for food and 
fellowship in seminarian homes. This year, 
more than 80 first-year students asked 
to participate. This is a wonderful way to 
build relationships between the College 
of arts and Sciences and the School of 
Theology, and bodes well for the future. 
The couple that originated the program 
is from New Orleans. even in their grief 
and weariness over the tragic results from 
hurricane Katrina, they continued to 
invite college students from their ravaged 
city to come to their home for dinner and 
personal support. 

These are two of many signs of first-
rate candidates for holy Orders living 
out their baptismal covenant in vivid and 
concrete ways.

the university has conducted two self-study 
accreditation processes during the past year. 
the association of theological schools (ats) 
examines the seminary, while the southern 
association of Colleges and universities 
(saCs) examines both the seminary and the 
college. What are your thoughts about this 
extensive self-study process?

SaCS accredits all degree programs 
at the University of the South, and aTS 
accredits degree programs at seminar-
ies. They are two quite different and very 
demanding processes. aTS requires wide 
involvement by faculty, students, and staff. 
It is a collegial process of self-examination 
that will help us do better. all our materials 
have been submitted to both agencies, and 
we hosted the aTS team’s on-site visit in 
November 2005. One particular outcome 
early in this process is a commitment on 
our part to comprehensive assessment of 
the Master of Divinity degree curriculum. 
Our program is structured around what the 
canons require, but there is more that is 
involved in the work of formation and edu-
cation. We will seek input from bishops and 

other church leaders for the qualities they 
are looking for in the deacons and priests 
graduating from the School of Theology. 
We need to specify what we are seeking to 
bring about in the minds, hearts, and lives 
of those preparing for ministry.

has it been difficult to maintain a balance of 
personal, academic, and ministerial work in 
your first months in sewanee?

I am astonished how much I feel at home 
here. My wife, Barbara, and I love being 
here. We have been so warmly welcomed. 
Because our two godchildren lived with 
us off and on for three months, coupled 
with the sheer intensity of the first year, 
we haven’t been able to take full advantage 
of the rich intellectual and aesthetic envi-
ronment. however, we’ve missed very few 
formal occasions and my tux has never had 
such a workout as this. The hospitality has 
been wonderful.

I’ve taken great joy in visiting most of 
the local parishes and missions to preach 
and celebrate holy eucharist on Sunday 
mornings. I passionately love the kinds of 
liturgies we have at all Saints’ Chapel and 
the Chapel of the apostles. Barbara has 
been able to feed her passion for outreach 
by volunteering for the University’s relief 
efforts for victims of this year’s hurricanes. 
as a teacher at St. Stephen’s and St. agnes’s 
School in alexandria, virginia, for 11 years, 
she routinely took groups for outreach 
work in nearby communities and the ap-
palachian region.

as I look back over these past nine 
months, it is my unreserved joy to serve 
what I believe is the work of the holy Spirit 
in this place. I have confidence that we 
are preparing men and women to serve as 
faithful, thoughtful, believing, effective 
episcopal priests: “godly, learned, and 
useful.” We mean to do better still in this, 
our vocation. 

Please pray for us at the University of 
the South, as we seek to do God’s will in 
this beautiful, broken world. Jesus is alive, 
not dead; the holy Spirit has been given 
and not taken back. The mission we share 
is, literally, crucial.
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vice Chancellor alexander Guerry 
preached it in the late 1930s; and for the 
last 20 years, Sewanee tennis coaches John 
and Conchie Shackelford have continued 
the tradition of making college athletics 
an integral (but not dominating) part of a 
liberal arts education.

Foreseeing the problems that dog major 
college athletics today, Guerry decided that 
Sewanee, a charter member of the South-
eastern Conference, would compete with 
other institutions that do not award athletic 
scholarships.

Tiger tennis’s achievements in the class-
room and on the courts in the Shackelford 
era — 21 national scholar-athletes, team 
grade point averages above 3.00, 32 all-
americans, and more than 600 team wins 
— are a measure of the mission’s validity.

“Division III is about educational op-
portunities through athletics,” says John 
Shackelford. “That mission includes com-
peting against and building relationships 
with national-caliber players from like-
minded (non-scholarship, high-quality 
academic) institutions and providing our 
players with the chance to see the country.”

In 200�, for example, when Sewanee 
traveled to Philadelphia for matches against 
Swarthmore College, the competition was 
intense on the court (ending with Swarth-
more victories), but it wasn’t all tennis all 
the time. 

Swarthmore coach Mike Mullan, who 
also teaches in the college’s Department of 
Sociology and anthropology, provided top-
notch hospitality, say the Shackelfords.

“Mike led our players on a tour of his-
toric Philadelphia and treated us to a nice 
dinner with his players after the match,” 
says John, who organized a reciprocal event 
when Swarthmore came south in the spring 
of 2005.

“To give our players a chance to interact 
with their opponents off the court, who 
just a couple of hours before were fighting 
for every point, to me, that experience is 
invaluable,” Conchie says.

Coach Mullan also views the matches 

as positive. “Often groups of athletes that 
have just competed will cluster together, 
refuse to interact, but that did not occur 
here,” he says. 

“Students from liberal arts colleges like 
Swarthmore and Sewanee have much in 
common, and once you break through 
the barriers that often block interaction, 
the exchange is meaningful and valuable.” 
Team member Katye rhett, C’05, agrees 
that the experience earned two thumbs 
up.

“From junior tennis all the way through 
college I have played against and gotten to 
know many of the players from rhodes 
College and Washington and Lee,” says 
rhett. “But to have the opportunity to con-
nect with players off the court from a school 
out of our region such as Swarthmore is a 
great experience. I hope this type of inter-
action continues for our tennis program 
and is instigated by other Sewanee teams 
as well.”

The 2006 version of Sewanee tennis 
should continue the winning tradition. 
The women have five returning starters, led 
by 2005 all-american and national fresh-
man-of-the-year Gab Carvalho. The men 
also have a veteran squad led by seniors Joe 

Shackelfords integrate athletic competition and educational opportunity into Sewanee tennis 

Carvalho (Gab’s brother) and Jason Box.
The teams will open their 2006 season at 

Sewanee: the men on February 7 at 2 p.m. 
against Cumberland, and the women on 
February 20 at 2 p.m. against Lipscomb. 

Find the season schedules at <http://
athletics.sewanee.edu>.

Honoring 20 years  
of coaching

as a tribute to John and Conchie Shackel-
ford’s work of the past 20 years, homecom-
ing 2005 featured the inaugural Shackel-
ford tennis reunion. More than 50 people 
attended and contributed comments such 
as these: 

“The respect I have for John Shackelford 
runs far deeper than his ability to raise 
my tennis game,” said Baird Beers, C’0�. 
“John taught me life lessons that I think 
every player that has ever played under him 
can attest to.”

Laura Middleton adams, C’90, thanked 
the coaches for their “examples of well-
rounded, healthy and meaningful lives.”

“I am grateful that you made the choice 
to coach,” she continued. “By doing so, you 
touched all of our lives.” 

Tennis coaches Conchie and John Shackelford have racked up more than 600 wins during their 20 years on 
the Mountain. 
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Fall Sports Highlights

n Women’s soccer plays in nCaa national 
tournament — highlighted by a berth in the 
NCaa Division III national tournament, 
the Sewanee women’s soccer team enjoyed 
the most successful season in the 18-year 
history of the program.

Led by third-year coach Nick Cowell, 
the Tigers were 12–�–2 overall and tied 
for second (5–2–1) in the Southern Col-
legiate athletic Conference with rhodes 
and Trinity.

The Purple and White lost to emory, 1–0 
in overtime, in the first round of the NCaa 
tournament on November 12 in atlanta.

School records include consecutive 
shutout wins (6), shutouts (13, including 
ties) and fewest goals allowed (7).

Sewanee also had its highest region 
ranking ever — No. 1 by the NCaa (Oc-
tober 19) — and had a first ever win, 1–0 
on November �, against national power 
Trinity (Texas).
n field hockey’s baptiste, buckingham 
honored — Senior Charlotte Baptiste and 
freshman Claiborne Buckingham received 
post-season recognition from the Southern 

Collegiate athletic Conference.
Baptiste was the SCaC offensive player 

of the year and Buckingham was the SCaC 
newcomer of the year. Baptiste was also 
selected to play in the NFhCa Division III 
all-star game on November 19 at Washing-
ton & Lee (va.).

The Tigers were 8–9 overall and finished 
fourth in the SCaC tournament.
n football team retains orgill trophy —
Sewanee ended the 2005 football season on a 
high note, defeating rhodes College, 25–22 
in overtime, on November 12 in Memphis to 
retain the edmund Orgill Trophy.

Sewanee, which was 5–5 overall and third 
in the SCaC (�–2), leads rhodes 27–2�–1 
since the two teams began playing for the 
trophy in 195�.
n five runners named to all-region 
— Five Sewanee cross-country runners 
earned all-South/Southeast region honors 
at the region meet in Conway, arkansas, on 
November 12.

On the men’s side, it was Tony Castelli, 
C’07; Lucas ridley, C’06; and John rob-
erts, C’09; and for the women it was Jessi 
Ouzts, C’06, and hallie Blunck, C’06.

The Sewanee men finished fifth at the 

region race, their best finish since 198�, 
while the women were 12th.

The Best of the SCAC

Throughout the 2005-06 academic year, 
the Southern Collegiate athletic Confer-
ence is celebrating its 15th anniversary.

as part of the celebration, the SCaC is 
naming a 15th anniversary all-SCaC team 
for each of its 18 conference-sponsored 
sports. The six teams named as of Novem-
ber included 12 Sewanee athletes.

In men’s and women’s soccer, Sewanee has 
all-american Scott Polancich, C’01; Clay-
ton haden, C’97; and asha Kays, C’97.

In cross country, Ian Cross, C’98, and 
Matt Kenney, C’9�, were chosen for the 
men and Katherine Koepke, C’01; Kari 
Palmintier Price, C’99; and heather 
Stone, C’01, for the women.

In football, all-american antonio 
Crook, C’00, along with Carl Cravens, 
C’9�; Towaski hunt, C’02; and Wes Brad-
ley, C’03, were selected.

SCAC spring sports festival 
on the Mountain in April

Sewanee will host the SCaC’s spring sports 
festival april 27–30.

Baseball, softball, tennis, and track-
and-field championships will be decided 
here on campus, while men’s and women’s 
golf competition will be held at the Bear 
Trace at Tims Ford Lake near Winchester.

“With a new 8-lane, all-weather track, 
plus improved facilities for baseball and 
tennis, it should be a great week on the 
Mountain,” said Sewanee athletics director 
Mark Webb.

Sewanee Athletics Hall of Fame Class of 2005: Thirteen athletes representing 10 varsity sports and one athletic trainer 
comprised the Sewanee Athletics Hall of Fame class of 2005, recognized on September 17 at halftime of the Sewanee 
v. Washington and Lee football game (left to right): Kevin Harper, C’75 (men’s cross country); Catrien van Assendelft, 
C’92 (women’s soccer); Bill Yates, C’62 (wrestling); Jim Ed Mulkin, C’52 (football); Edward “Sparky” Edgin, 
C’62 (men’s basketball); Susan Steele Askew, C’86 (women’s basketball); Jim Elam, C’53 (football); Bryan Rust, 
C’49 (men’s golf); Sean Gibson, C’89 (men’s soccer); and Walt Wilder, C’60 (baseball, football). Not pictured: 
Frank Carter, C’42 (men’s track and field). Deceased: Bill Coughlan, C’22 (men’s track and field); John Kennerly 
(athletic trainer); and Ormond Simkins, C’1902 (football). Nominations for the 2006 class of the hall of fame: 
Send letters of nomination, including documentation of the nominees’ qualifications, to Jay Fisher, executive director 
of the Associated Alumni, 735 University Ave., Sewanee, TN 37383. Contact Mark Webb, director of athletics, at 
931.598.1388 or <mwebb@sewanee.edu> for more information. 

Senior Katie 
Norfleet, a four-
year starter as a 
defender, led the 
women’s soccer 
team to the 2005 
NCAA Division III 
tournament.
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reconnect with classmates, get 
addresses for your invitation list, or 
network for a job using Sewanee’s 

online directory, the alumni Gateway. 
visit <www.sewanee.edu/alumni> and 
click on the alumni Gateway link to 

get started.

Dear Fellow Alumni,
I am honored and humbled to be serving as the new president of 

the associated alumni and appreciate your support. I as well as all 
the other new and returning alumni board members look forward to 
serving you and this great University for the next two years. 

Beginning this year, we will focus on a couple of overall strategic 
goals along with our usual tasks and duties. 

Our first goal will be to increase the number of alumni who give to Sewanee each year. 
Last year, �1 percent of alumni made a gift to the University. Most gave to the Sewanee 
Fund, the annual operating fund that supports critical needs like scholarships, faculty 
salaries, and athletics. 

Friends, �1 percent is just too low! I am confident that a much higher percentage of 
our alumni feel extremely positive about their Sewanee experience. Your annual gifts are a 
vote of confidence in Sewanee, building a positive image for the University in the broader 
world, with prospective students, prospective foundation donors, and external ranking 
organizations.

Our Sewanee experience should be great motivation for our annual gifts, which ensure 
that Sewanee will remain financially strong and vibrant for many years to come. This mes-
sage is especially important for our young alumni, who represent �0 percent of all alumni 
and will be the University’s future leaders and sustainers. 

as your representatives, it is our belief that we can do better and must do better! With 
your help, we will make Sewanee even more effective at attracting the future leaders of our 
world.

Our second goal is to be a strong voice for you with the University. We will be looking 
closely at better methods of communication and strategies that will connect all of our 
alumni with Sewanee. 

In conclusion, I want to thank rhea Bowden, C’76, for his strong leadership and tireless 
efforts to lead this organization as president for the last two years, and Jay Fisher, C’79, 
executive director of the associated alumni, and his wonderful staff for their commit-
ment to Sewanee. I welcome your thoughts and observations. Please feel free to contact 
me or any of the other board members, whose names and e-mail addresses are listed in 
the box on this page.    

Best regards,
DON OLMSTeaD, C’81

associated alumni officers
don e. olmstead, C’81, President, dolmstead@novarecapital.com 
andy anderson, T’9�, vice President for Church relations, andy.anderson@nativity.hsv.org
susan d. bear, T’9�, vice President for School of Theology, rfpriest2@aol.com
Joanne e. boyd, C’77, vice President for reunions, jeboyd@alumni.sewanee.edu
vicky vieth bratton, C’88, vice President for regions, bratton23�@comcast.net
Charles e. brock, C’87, vice President for annual Fund, cbrock@malladvertising.com
James v. burchfield, C’78, vice President for admissions, jvb810@bellsouth.net
Julie e. Curd, C’92, vice President for Young alumni, jcurd@smithbreeden.com
rondal K. richardson, C’91, vice President for Communications, rondal@alumni.sewanee.edu
Jack W. steinmeyer, C’71, vice President for Planned Giving, jsteinmeyer@fmbanktulsa.com
read Carson van de Water, C’86, vice President for Career Services, vandewater@nmb.gov

Visit and find: Event information and registration,
Associated Alumni officers’ meeting minutes,
Alumni photo album, and much more!

www.sewanee.edu/alumni

Upcoming events

alumni trustees election, March 1. Ballots 
will be available in February to elect two lay 
trustees and one clerical trustee to represent 
the alumni on the University Board of Trust-
ees. all alumni who made a gift to Sewanee 
within the last year are eligible to vote.

annual sewanee Golf Classic for alumni 
and friends, June 16–17. Play two rounds 
of golf (one at Jack Nicklaus’ Bear Trace 
at Tims Ford and one on Sewanee’s own 
University course) and enjoy the fun-filled 
weekend with your foursome and other 
alumni and friends.

family matters, July 14. an event for pro-
spective legacy students, providing a special 
insiders’ look at Sewanee.

alumni volunteer Weekend, August 4–6. 
Our annual appreciation and workshop 
weekend held in Sewanee for alumni vol-
unteers in admission, Career Services, 
Sewanee Clubs, the Sewanee Fund, and 
Planned Giving, past presidents of the as-
sociated alumni, and alumni officers and 
trustees.

homecoming and reunion Weekend, 
October 26–29. You’re invited back to the 
Mountain for a weekend of exciting and 
interesting activities with your classmates. 
Members of class years ending in 1 or 6 will 
celebrate reunions this year.

For more information, call 800.867.688�, 
send an e-mail to <jafisher@sewanee.edu>, 
or visit <www.sewanee.edu/alumni>.
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classnotes@sewanee.edu
A convenient way to keep in touch with the Sewanee community.

Use classnotes@sewanee.edu to submit:
n	 Class notes.
n	 Digital photos. (See Alumni Photograph Policies below.)
n	 Changes in your address.

Thanks for noting that:
n	 Class notes deadlines are about eight weeks before the magazine publica-

tion date. 
n	 Sewanee magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please let us 

know about weddings, births, and degrees received after they have happened.
n	 This issue contains class notes received by November 1. The Spring 2006 

deadline is February 25.

You can also write or call us at:
Office of Communications and Marketing
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
800.367.1179

Alumni Photograph Policies
n	 We accept photos of Sewanee groups at weddings and other special events. 

With the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni pictured; birth 
date, parents’ names, and class years with photos of children; dates and 
locations of events pictured. 

n	 Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; color is pre-
ferred.  Prints should be on glossy paper with no surface texture.

n	 Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 250 pixels per inch. Low resolution 
photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.

n	 Prints will be returned at your request. Write your name and address on the 
back of the photo. 

Homecoming 
and Reunion
OCTOBeR 26–29, 2006

Mark your calendars and save  
October 26–29 for Homecoming and 
Reunion at Sewanee.
 

Class reunions
2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 
1976, 1971, 1966, 1961, 1956 
and Exornati

ReunionYear
OCTOBeR 26–29

19�9
John A. Bragg was awarded the 
Bronze Star in 2005 for his World 
War II service as a member of the 
147th Army Regimental Combat 
Team on the islands of Emirau, Gua-
dalcanal, Iwo Jima, Samoa, Tonga, 
and Tinan. This recognition was made 
possible when the military made the 
awarding of the Bronze Star retroac-

tive to all soldiers who earned the 
combat infantryman badge during 
World War II. John retired in 1990 
after 40 years as headmaster of 
Battle Ground Academy in Franklin, 
Tenn. In 2001, he received the Dr. 
Joe T. Nunley Award, presented to a 
World War II veteran who has been of 
service to his community. He has two 
children and two grandchildren. 

1950
tom Lear, president and sole 
member of the Sewanee Club of Co-
shocton, Ohio, “convened the club on 
Founders’ Day. The Sewanee Prayer 
was given, and the Sewanee Hymn 
was sung. With no old business, new 
business, or any kind of business, 
the meeting was adjourned in favor 
of a steak dinner.”

1951
richard W. Leche Jr. retired on 
November 1, 2004, after 44 years 

in the airline business. He was em-
ployed by Eastern for one year, Pan 
Am for 30 years, and Delta for 13 
years, and worked in New Orleans; 
Houston; Miami; Washington, D.C.; 
and Atlanta. His wife, Mary Ann, died 
on November 23, 2004. 

1952
richard W. 
Gillett had a 
book 
published by 
Pilgrim Press 
in November 
2005: The 
New 
Globaliza-
tion: 
Reclaiming 

the Lost Ground of Our Christian 
Social Tradition. He writes: “The book 
has a connection with my class-
mates Brown Patterson, who urged 
me to undertake it and provided 
excellent suggestions; and ed 
Browning, former presiding bishop 
of the Episcopal Church, who gives 
the book a lovely endorsement.” The 
book includes reflection points and 
questions with each chapter to 
prompt discussion in church and 
classroom settings. Dick is minister 
for social justice with the Episcopal 
Diocese of Los Angeles.

1955
roger Jordan writes, “I live on 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast and 
evacuated to Chattanooga to escape 
Katrina, a very nasty lady. While in 
Chattanooga I had to go to Nashville 
for a medical appointment and 
took the occasion to drive through 
Sewanee. I didn’t have time to stop, 
but was impressed with the new 
buildings. First time I had been back 
since 2000. The devastation on the 
coast is unbelievable. My community 
of about 9,500 residents, Diamond-
head, Miss., lost about 14,000 trees. 
About 25 percent of the homes 
had extensive damage and another 
50 percent had some damage. 
Fortunately, mine had only minor roof 
damage. I had no electricity for three 
weeks and stayed in Tennessee until 
it was restored.”

1956
Hugh Wellford and his wife, Sue, 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary at a local restaurant in 
their hometown, Covington, Va., on 
September 3, 2005. Their children’s 
families joined them. They have 
four grandsons. More than 50 other 
members of their extended family 
and long-time close friends also 
attended the celebration.

1958
David evett spends much of his 
time in and around the theater these 
days, as dramaturge, occasional 
actor, and general dogsbody for the 
Actors’ Shakespeare Project, a new 
professional Shakespeare company 
in Boston founded and led by his 
son Ben. The group has enjoyed great 
initial success.

1959
Arnold A. Bush, T’62, retired as 
rector of St. Jude’s, Niceville, Fla., in 
October 2002. From January 2003 
to December 2004, he served as 
interim rector at Holy Nativity in 
Panama City, Fla., and interim vicar 
at St. Mary’s in Andalusia, Ala., from 
December 2004 to May 2005. Cur-
rently, he is a consultant in the area 
of church growth for the Diocese of 
the Central Gulf Coast. He and his 
wife, Zoe, have five grown children 
and seven grandchildren. 

1960
William Barnwell joined the senior 
staff of Washington National Cathe-
dral as canon missioner. William’s 
duties include the establishment and 
coordination of metropolitan minis-
tries, projects aimed at addressing 
poverty, health care, and social and 
economic justice in Washington, D.C. 
He retired from full-time ministry 
in 2002 after serving six years as 
associate rector of Trinity Church 
in Boston, Mass. He developed a 
number of programs to assist under-
prepared inner city students in the 
transition to college.

ReunionYear
OCTOBeR 26–29
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1961
ernest M. Cheek was honored 
as the White County High School 
2005 Volunteer of the Year by the 
White County Board of Education 
in Sparta, Tenn., for his outstanding 
contributions to the school. robert 
Schneider is the co-chair of the 
Episcopal Church’s committee on 
science, technology, and faith. He 
is the principal author of the new 
Catechism of Creation. For more 
information, visit <www.episcopal
church.org/science>.

1962
Charles t. Cullen retired on October 
1, 2005, after more than 19 years 
at the Newberry Library in Chicago, 
Ill. He is now president and librarian 
emeritus. He writes, “Shirley and I 
plan to stay in the Chicago region, 
she to continue teaching and I to re-

sume my Jefferson-related research. 
We also expect to spend more time 
enjoying our four grandchildren, two 
each in Atlanta, Ga., and Gaithers-
burg, Md.” 

1963
Bob Brown was featured in the 
alumni magazine of St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal School in Austin, Tex. The 
article focused on his career and 
community service, including his 
1988 book The Second Crisis in 
Little Rock: A Report on Desegrega-
tion within the Little Rock Public 
Schools. As a justice of the Arkansas 
Supreme Court, he regularly spon-
sors Sewanee interns. Last summer, 
Carla reed, C’08, interned for Bob. 

196�
Doug Bulcao and his wife, Paula, 
announce the birth of their daughter, 

Waylon LaRoe, in London at St. 
John’s and St. Elizabeth’s Hospital on 
September 7, 2005. Doug reports 
that he was present and assisted in 
Waylon’s delivery, a new experience, 
since his previous three children, 
Christian Farr (32), Scott Woodham 
(31), and Olivia Lakin (14), were all 
born premature while he was 
traveling. In fact, when Olivia was 
born in Washington, D.C., Doug was 
celebrating homecoming at 
Sewanee! Doug informed his grown 
yet unmarried sons, one a cardiotho-
racic surgeon and the other a 
litigator in New York, of their new 
sibling by saying, “Having given up on 
either of you to provide me with a 
grandchild, I’ve taken it upon myself 
to provide my own!” 

Walter L. 
Cowart’s 
daughter 
Amanda Joy 
Cowart 
married 
Jeremy Mark 
Jones on 
August 13, 
2005, at the 
chapel on 

the campus of Boys and Girls Town in 
Springfield, Mo., where both are 
employed as social workers. Prescott 
n. Dunbar published his translation 
of the medieval French History of the 
Normans by Amatus of Montecassino 
(Boydell Press, 2005). This is the first 
modern-language translation of this 
seminal 11th-century work, which 
chronicles the invasion of Southern 
Italy and Sicily by Robert Guiscard 
and his brothers. 

1965
Jerry B. Adams received an honorary 
doctorate from the Episcopal 
Theological Seminary of the 
Southwest in Austin, Tex. 

Classmate and fraternity brother 
Wallis Ohl, bishop of northwest Tex., 
was present along with Bishop Don 

Wimberly, former chancellor at 
Sewanee and current chair of ETSS 
trustees. 

1966
J. Hodge Alves was included in the 
2006 edition of Best Lawyers of 
America for his work in maritime 
law. He is an attorney with Hand 
Arendall LLC in Mobile, Ala. thomas 
r. Campbell designed and made two 
liturgical stoles for the Chapel Royal 
at St. James’s Palace, London, in 
memory of the late Queen Eliza-
beth, the Queen Mother. The Chapel 
Royal Magazine reported that the 
“spectacular vermilion stole has 
the hue of cinnabar and was made 
from the last remaining pieces of 
brocade woven for a set of Eastern 
Orthodox vestments for the chapel of 
the monastery founded in Pennsyl-
vania by the late Mother Alexandra.” 
Thomas has been making vestments 
since his return from his Fulbright 
scholarship at the University of 
Tübingen in 1972. Frank Green is 
the exclusive agent for waterfront 
property at The Ponds in Jacksonville, 
Fla. His son Bill just turned 21 and 
is at the University of South Florida. 
John H. thornton plans to retire from 
his position as Regents’ Professor of 
Insurance at the College of Business 
Administration, University of North 
Texas, in May 2006. He and his wife, 
Catherine, will move to Greenville, 
S.C., where they are building a 
home. John currently serves as the 
vice president of the International 
Insurance Society. Philip Wilheit was 
appointed the 10th congressional 
district representative for the Georgia 
Board of Economic Development by 
Gov. Sonny Perdue. As the president 
of Wilheit Packaging L.L.C., Philip 
joins the 20-member board to fur-
ther the prosperity of Georgia. Chris 
Yahng has been elected chairman 
of the California Society of CPAs. He 
hopes to increase the involvement of 
minorities and women in the organi-
zation by reviving CalCPA’s Leader-
ship Institute, a series of workshops 
that teach leadership skills.

1967
William e. Scheu was selected as 
Lawyer of the Year for the second 
time in Jacksonville, Fla. He was 
recognized for his community service, 

Last fall, the University of Georgia named its school of music 
for hugh hodgson (1893–1969), h’53. Not only was hodg-
son the first professor of music at UGa, but he was also organ-
ist and choirmaster at St. Luke’s in atlanta for decades. The 
University of the South gave him an honorary degree in 1953. 
herbert Wentz, professor of religion emeritus at Sewanee, 
knew hodgson well while working at St. Luke’s in the 1960s 
and recalls, “he was very proud of the [Sewanee honorary] 
degree, and he wore our hood every Sunday when he played 
the organ and directed the St. Luke’s choir.” 

ReunionYear
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especially his work as Florida’s 
interim supervisor of elections.

George 
vassallo 
published his 
first novel, a 
thriller about 
a wronged 
man who 
hunts down 
the financial 
crooks 
responsible 

for his aunt’s death.

1968
Craig Bledsoe flies MD-11s com-
mercially worldwide for Federal 
Express and PQ-13s (observation 
aircraft) for the Alaska State Defense 
Force in support of its anti-terrorism 
mission protecting the Trans-Alaska 
Pipeline. In September, he attended 
the International Society of Air Safety 
Investigators (ISASI) annual conven-
tion in Fort Worth, Tex., and toured 
the Reunion Arena in Dallas, where 
the Texas State Guard was providing 
security, administrative support, and 
emergency communications for the 
Hurricane Katrina refugee process-
ing operation. “Walking out onto the 
vast main floor of the arena, I was 
surrounded by a sea of humanity 
in every conceivable condition,” he 
wrote. “I spoke with families that had 
been swept apart by the floodwaters, 
people with loved ones who had 
been transported to other refugee 
centers across the country, and those 
who had no idea where others in 
their families were, or if they were 
even still alive.”

1969
Charles H. Blanchard owns an art 
studio, Dyberry Weaver, located in 
Narrowsburg, N.Y. Blanchard has 
been weaving for more than 30 
years. His work may be seen in his 
studio by appointment or in galleries 
in the area. Henry M. Coxe iii be-
came president-elect of the Florida 
Bar in June 2005. He is a partner in 
the law firm Bedell, Dittmar, DeVault, 
Pillans & Coxe in Jacksonville.  tony 
Jordan retired earlier this year after 
a long career with the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. “How long? Well let’s 
just say the Air America ball cap I 
wear is an original.” Until wife Anne 

retires, Tony works as vice president 
in the Washington office of BBN 
Technologies of Cambridge, Mass., 
and will also teach as a part-time 
professor at the Center for Counterin-
telligence and Security Studies.

1970
Donald J. ellis and his wife, Clau-
dia, moved from Atlanta, Ga., to 
Lexington, Va., in October 2005. W. 
Alexander Moseley was included in 
the 2006 edition of Best Lawyers 
of America for his work in construc-
tion law. He is an attorney with Hand 
Arendall LLC in Mobile, Ala.

1971
Herndon inge is the proud father of 
edward, C’06, and Caroline, C’09, 
a Wilkins Scholar. Herndon is still 
practicing law, solo, in Mobile, Ala. 
He and his wife, Amanda, celebrated 
their 26th wedding anniversary 
in November. James J. zeleskey 
opened a solo legal practice after 31 
years with the Zeleskey Cornelius Law 
Firm. He lives in Lufkin, Tex.

1973
Joel t. Daves iv has been promoted 
to sales manager for AmSouth’s 
wealth-management services in the 
corporation’s north-central Alabama 
region. He will oversee all bank oper-
ations in Madison, Marshall, Morgan, 
Limestone, Cullman, Lauderdale, and 
Colbert counties. Beth Jones married 
Wilson Krahnke on April 30, 2005, at 
the Washington National Cathedral. 
Susan Crosbie-Suradejvibul has ac-
cepted a lecturer position at Dhofar 
University in Salalah, Oman. She 
recently passed oral prelims and is 
an Ed.D. candidate at the University 
of Minnesota in the Department of 
Educational Policy and Administra-
tion. She conducted research in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, during the 
summer.

197�
Janet Fincher Grau writes, “I am 
living in Milwaukee, working as an 
architect/city planner, married to an 
architect/teacher. I have a son who 
is bright, funny, and athletic (doesn’t 
get it from me). I miss the Mountain, 
miss old friends, and miss being 

around Southerners. Southerners 
know how to tell a story. But right 
now, I’m stuck in the land of beer, 
bowling, and Brewers, and I usually 
get about as far south as Chicago.” 
Barbara Sanders, LCSW, lives hap-
pily in Nashville, Tenn., with her hus-
band, John Waide, and their eighth 
grader, Kate Waide. Barbara contin-
ues her dynamic private practice as 
a psychotherapist. She also loves 
to read novels (mainly great murder 
mysteries with much psychologi-
cal drama), enjoys yoga, and likes 
hanging out with friends and family. 
Her e-mail address is <blsanders@
comcast.net>. Visit her Web site at 
<www.BarbaraSandersLCSW.com>. 
She loves e-mail forwards regarding 
liberal, progressive politics, great 
humor, and outrageousness. Martin 
tilson, partner with Kilpatrick Stock-
ton LLP, was named to the Atlanta 
Business Chronicle’s Who’s Who 
in Law and Accounting for 2005. 
Martin is secretary and executive 
board member for the Georgia CIO 
Leadership Association; on the host 
committee for the Bio East Venture 
Forum; founder and former chairman 
of the Southeast Bio Venture Forum; 
on the board of advisors for Emory 
Goizueta Business School; and on 
the board of directors of the Society 
of International Business Fellows.

1975
George “Stack” Scoville specializes 
in tying antique Victorian salmon 
flies. One of his flies was on the 

cover of FlyTyer magazine and was 
featured in the June edition. George 
won two silver medals in the FlyTying 
Ireland competition last year, and he 
was invited to participate in the Brit-
ish FlyFair in November to demon-
strate fly tying with other specialists 
from around the world. George is an 
interventional cardiologist with The 
Heart Group in Nashville, Tenn.

1977
timothy Holder received the 2005 
First Decade Award from the Harvard 
Divinity School Alumni Association. 
Timothy, who received his Master 
of Divinity degree from Harvard in 
1997, was given the award for his 
innovative approach to inner-city 
ministry, the hip-hop mass. The mass 
incorporates slang and rap music 
into a traditional worship service, 
drawing record numbers of young 
men and women into Holder’s South 
Bronx Episcopal Church. He led a 
similar revival at Grace Episcopal 
Church in Birmingham, Ala. Frank e. 
Larisey is the rector of the Episcopal 
Church of the Redeemer in Orange-
burg, S.C. His two daughters, Rachel 
(21) and Rebecca (19), both attend 
Berry College in Rome, Ga. Jeffrey 
runge was named the Department 
of Homeland Security’s chief medical 
officer on July 14, 2005. “Dr. Runge 
is an extraordinary physician and 
public servant,” said Secretary Mi-
chael Chertoff. He added that one of 
Dr. Runge’s duties is “to prevent and 
mitigate biologically based attacks 

Chuck nabit, C’77, celebrated his birthday with a surprise party, attended by 
Cathy Potts, C’79; Carol ervin, C’78; Cathy ellis, C’76; Suzy newton, C’78; 
and Jane Wilson, C’78. Chuck and Mary Kay Nabit also welcomed into their 
family Anna Grace, born on October 11, 2005.

ReunionYear
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on human health or on our food sup-
ply.” Henry and Cindy Clark Selby 
moved to Bluffton, S.C., where Henry 
is founding head of Cross Episcopal 
School, a college preparatory school 
for grades 1-7 (eventually to be 
K-12). Cindy is working as produc-
tion coordinator for the Church of the 
Cross in Bluffton. Henry and Cindy 
invite all their classmates to come 
visit.

1978
edward D. Colhoun iv writes, “This 
summer and fall have been quite full. 
My wife, Bonnie, and I have three 
children. Dudley is a sophomore at 
Davidson. Our two daughters, Meg-
gie and Kabler, are a senior and a 
sophomore in high school respec-
tively. We spent as many weekends 
as possible at the lake this summer. 
Bonnie and I are in the adult ten-
nis league for our area and have 
been fortunate enough to have won 
three state titles this summer and 
early fall. Bonnie has been fighting 
medulary carcinoma over the past 
three years and giving it hell. My best 
to the class of 1978. Look forward 
to our next reunion in 2008.” Jimmy 
Hagood competed in the Memphis 
in May World Barbecue Cooking 
Championship. Jimmy was a member 
of the BlackJack Barbecue cooking 
team, which placed fifth in the very 
competitive pork shoulder category. 
After a first place finish in the North 
Carolina state championship in sum-
mer 2004, Jimmy and his team knew 
a top five finish in Memphis was 
within their reach. After barbecuing 
their pork and preparing their site for 
judging, the team was filmed by the 
Food Channel. Jimmy and his team-
mates look forward to participating 
in future contests. 

1979
John Hay and his wife, Meredith, 
announce the birth of Katherine 
Campbell and Thomas Kelly on 
August 23, 2005. Laurie Parsons 
Monypeny was named one of 
Memphis Woman magazine’s “50 
Women Who Make a Difference” for 
her service to Le Bonheur Children’s 
Medical Center. She is married to 
Brooks Monypeny, C’78, and they 
have three children. 

thomas 
Scarritt Jr. 
was 
appointed to 
the Florida 
Commission 
on Ethics on 
September 1, 
2005. The 
F.C.O.E. is a 

nine-member body that decides 
ethical violations for all politicians 
and public employees within the 
state of Florida. It is evenly divided 
between political parties. 

1980
Florence Wilson Atwood was ap-
pointed to the position of senior 
warden at Calvary Episcopal Church 
in Pittsburgh, Pa., in May 2005. 
Florence is married to Charles W. 
Atwood Jr., C’82, and is the mother 
of Catherine (14) and Sarah (12).  
William t. Dean iii’s sons, Tom 
and Alex Dean, graduated respec-
tively from the U.S. Naval Academy 
in Annapolis and the U.S. Military 
Academy in West Point in May 2005. 
As of August, Tom was an ensign in 
flight training at the Naval air station 
at Pensacola, Fla.; and Alex was a 
second lieutenant in the artillery, 
finishing his training at Fort Ben-
ning before attending Officer Basic 
Course (OBC) at Fort Sill, Okla. Bill 
is an associate professor at the Air 
Command Staff College at Maxwell 
Air Force Base in Montgomery, Ala. 
He is also chief of publications and a 
specialist in counter-insurgency. His 
wife, Elizabeth, is manager for fixed 
assets at Colonial Bank in Montgom-
ery, Ala.

1981
tom edwards, 
partner at 
Peek, Cobb, 
Edwards & 
Ashton PA in 
Jacksonville, 
Fla., was 
elected 
secretary of 
the Academy 

of Florida Trial Lawyers (AFTL) Board of 
Directors for 2005–06. A board-
certified civil trial lawyer, Tom handles 
complex cases involving catastrophic 
injuries and wrongful death, including 

nursing home neglect, product liability, 
professional liability, insurance, and 
commercial litigation. He has been a 
partner at Peek, Cobb, Edwards & 
Ashton for 13 years and has handled 
hundreds of cases. Susan Bunton 
Haynes was ordained by the Rt. Rev. 
Edward S. Little II, bishop of the 
Diocese of Northern Indiana, at St. 
Thomas’ Church on June 24, 2005. 
She is serving as associate priest at 
the Episcopal Cathedral of St. James, 
South Bend, Ind. She lives in Culver, 
Ind., with her husband, tom Haynes, 
and two daughters, Sarah (10) and 
Rebecca (6).

1982
robin Friend married Michael Nobile 
in Sieti, Italy, on May 27, 2005. 
Steve Johnson and his wife, 
Shannon, celebrated 18 years of 
marriage last year. Steve and 
Shannon live in Atlanta, Ga., and 
have two children, Laura (12) and 
Tommy (14). Steve is president of 
Johnson Stephens Consulting, Inc., a 
supply chain operations and 
industrial engineering consulting firm 
based in Smyrna, Ga. The firm 
designs and implements distribution 
centers for retailers and consumer 
products companies worldwide. 
Recent clients include Neiman 
Marcus, Brookstone, The Buckle, 
Havertys Furniture, and Beall’s 
Department Stores. Steve is involved 
as an advisor to the 3/2 dual degree 
engineering program for Sewanee. He 
also enjoyed playing golf in the 
alumni tournament with Hugh 
Stephenson, C’80, Frank Burns, and 
Scott Devanny! 

Michael John McHale married 
Kathryn Tignor (Middlebury College, 
class of 1988) on December 4, 
2004, at the Episcopal Church of 
Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Palm Beach, 
Fla. William Cunningham, C’70, was 
the best man and Dina Farley 
Foster, C’87, was a bridesmaid. The 
couple lives in Boca Raton, Fla.

1983
Gentry Barden became general 
counsel of NewQuest, the Nashville-
based parent of the HealthSpring 
family of HMOs in Tennessee, Texas, 
Alabama, Illinois, and Mississippi, 
in July 2005. Gentry moved to 
NewQuest from Brentwood Capital 
Advisors, the investment-banking 
firm based in Nashville that acted 
as financial adviser to NewQuest 
in its recent recapitalization. Carol 
Killebrew married Anthony Meyers 
on June 10, 2005, at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Catholic Church in Chattanooga, 
Tenn. Heather Patchett married 
Bill Herrick in Nashville, Tenn., on 
September 4, 2005. They live in 
Spartanburg, S.C.

198�
robert Carl Brutkiewicz and his 
wife, Barbara, of Mobile, Ala., an-
nounce the birth of their first child, 
Philip Carl, on June 10, 2005. Dan 
Colella, the head women’s swimming 
coach at Tennessee for the past 12 
seasons, has been named the swim-
ming coach at Duke University. Amy 
Jane neil is working on a master’s 
in clinical psychology at Seattle 
University. She began an internship 
and expects to complete her degree 
in June 2006. She had previously 
earned a master’s in scientific and 
technical writing and has published 
books and articles on diabetes 
and other scientific subjects. Laura 
Stewart married Brendan Byrne on 
July 2, 2005, at Hakone Gardens 
in Saratoga, Calif. Celebrating with 
them were their families and close 
friends, including Laura’s father, ed 
Stewart, C’59. Laura is an informa-
tion development project manager 
with I.B.M. The happy couple now 
lives in San Jose, Calif.

1985
Kyle Bennett left his position as rec-
tor of St. Thomas Episcopal Church. 
He is now the rector of St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, Marco Island, 
Fla. Kyle is the first full-time rector 
to work at St. Mark’s since August 
2004. Giff Gfroerer’s Start Smarter 
has released a sixth video, Firefighter 
George & Amazing Airplanes. It is the 
first release on DVD and features the 
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S ewanee alumni Julian adams, C’9�, and Paul harris Board-
man, C’88, made a splash in different film arenas during 
the fall of 2005. 

Both adams and Boardman based their movies on true stories. 
Boardman co-wrote and produced The Exorcism of Emily Rose, a Sony 
Pictures movie, which became the top-grossing movie on its open-
ing weekend in early September. Combining elements of horror 
and courtroom drama, it stars Oscar nominees Tom Wilkinson, 
who plays a Catholic priest charged with negligent homicide when 
a college student dies after he performs an exorcism on her, and 
Laura Linney as his attorney. 

after graduating from Sewanee with a double major in eng-
lish and psychology, Boardman attended The Writing Seminars 
at Johns hopkins and then enrolled in the master’s program in 
filmmaking at the University of Southern California School of 
Cinema-Television. he had a couple of small screenwriting deals 
before he and Scott Derrickson sold a screenplay to Tristar Pictures. 
“That’s what really launched our hollywood career, and we’ve been 
working together ever since, as writing and filmmaking partners,” 
Boardman explains.

“Despite the fact that I didn’t study film or even drama at 
Sewanee, except  for watching and reading and analyzing plays, I do 
feel that Sewanee had a tremendous influence in shaping who I am 
in my career and as a person — culturally, intellectually, emotionally, 
and in terms of character,” he says. his exposure to classic, avant-
garde, and independent films at the Sewanee Union Theatre did 
make an impression on the future filmmaker, however. “I distinctly 
remember the revelatory experience of seeing Casablanca for the first 
time on the big screen at Sewanee one Thursday night,” he says.

Like Boardman, neither Julian adams nor his Sewanee classmate 
and partner in filmmaking, Joshua Lindsey, were involved with 

theatre or film studies at the University. In fact, neither of them 
are really even in the movie business — adams is an architect and 
Lindsey is an attorney with Bass, Berry, & Sims PLC in Nashville. 
But that didn’t stop them from producing a Civil War drama of 
epic proportions. 

adams wrote, co-directed, and starred in Strike the Tent, which 
tells the true story of his great-great grandfather, robert adams, 
caught between his devotion to the South and his love for a girl 
from the North. 

“The film had to be made because it is a great story of the human 
drama and a great love story,” adams says. “It tells of the adversity 
robert adams and eveline McCord overcame, and the fact that 
they fought through this and made a life for themselves.”

Lindsey, who assisted with the writing and producing and played 
the role of eveline’s brother Nelson in the movie, was in on the 
project from the beginning. having acted in other independent 
projects, adams and Lindsey felt ready to produce their own cre-
ation. “We really wanted to protect and honor this beautiful true 
story about Julian’s family, and, therefore, we knew that we would 
have to produce this film from beginning to end,” says Lindsey. 

The film has impressive visual sweep, with giant battle scenes 
involving 5,000 soldiers and the burning of a small town. In ad-
dition, Strike the Tent features some big-name talent: film legends 
Mickey rooney and Tippi hedren, as well as amy redford (robert 
redford’s daughter) and singer edwin McCain. 

Strike the Tent was the headlining film at the Long Island Interna-
tional Film expo in July, where it won best cinematography and 
the jury prize; since then it has racked up other top awards at film 
festivals in Los angeles, Colorado, and Ireland.

To find out more about these films, visit <www.whathappened 
toemily.com> and <www.strongbowpictures.com>.

True hollywood Stories 
Alumni make successful major motion picture and independent film

Screen Gems President Clint Culpepper, producer and writer Paul Harris Boardman, 
C’88, and director Scott Derrickson work on The exorcism of emily rose.

Julian Adams, C’94, (right) stars as his great-great grandfather Robert Adams 
and Joshua Lindsey, C’94, as Nelson McCord in Strike the Tent. 
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number one stunt pilot in the world, 
Sean Tucker. Start Smarter released 
a nutrition video for schools on 
August 1, 2005. 

1986
Mary Bowron Beasley is the co-
coordinator of children’s ministries 
at Independent Presbyterian Church 
in Birmingham, Ala. She writes, “I 
am enjoying getting back in the 
working world, especially working at 
my church, after staying home seven 
years with my children, Mary Stewart 
(10), who is in the fourth grade, and 
Will (6) and Virginia (6), who are in 
the first grade.” Steve Dickerson and 
his wife, Katrina, announce the birth 
of their third son, Bennett, on June 1, 
2004. Laura Dusek eaton and her 
husband, Gary, announce the birth 
of Catherine Leigh on August 25, 
2004. Fellow Atlanta residents and 
classmates Alison Foster Steber 
and Lorri Oscher McClain are her 
godmothers. Mom has a hunch the 
first words out of her mouth might 
be: “I want a pony!” Anne Menge-
doht Fitch and Hollis Fitch wrote in 
September that they had left Spring, 
Tex. Hollis was hired by PEMEX 
to oversee the engineering and 
construction of a Floating Production, 
Storage and Offshore Loading (FPSO) 
project by Bergesen. They will be 
in Norway for six months and, after 

that, Singapore for 12–18 months. 
They can be reached via e-mail at 
<anne@thefitches.us> and <hollis@
thefitches.us>. Greg Hearing and 
his wife, Kam, announce the birth 
of their fourth son, Caden Kenneth, 
on December 12, 2004. “After four 
boys, we are giving up on getting the 
girl!” John J. Lipsey writes, “In June, 
I received an MBA in international 
business from the transnational 
executive MBA program through 
California State University Hayward. 
The program included sessions in 
Bangkok, Thailand, and Graz, Austria. 
I used the experience to visit over 
10 countries on the two continents 
and to speak with international 
companies and organizations. My 
team’s thesis won the outstanding 
performance award for a consult-
ing project with a Thai company. I 
have since been hired as a strategic 
development and marketing manager 
with CDM Inc. in Walnut Creek, Calif., 
where I work to promote environmen-
tal engineering services in the Pacific 
region.”

1987
Stephen Alvarez was invited to 
exhibit his photos from “Descent into 
the Maya Underworld,” at the 17th 
annual Visa Pour L’image photojour-
nalism festival in Perpignan, France. 
The photographs, published in 

Josephine Hicks, C’83, was the lay representative for the Episcopal Church 
(U.S.A.) to the Anglican Consultative Council meeting in Nottingham, England, in 
June 2005. The Anglican Consultative Council consists of representatives from 
the 38 regional or national churches that make up the Anglican Communion. 
In this photograph, Josephine is greeting the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams, after the worship service at which he preached.

National Geographic Magazine, show 
ritual practices from the Mayan reli-
gion. Visa Pour L’image is considered 
the most important photojournalism 
event in the world. russell Owen 
norment began a new job in August 
2005 as a Spanish teacher and 
coach for basketball and baseball at 
Ensworth High School in Nashville. 

1988
vicky and Jim Bratton announce 
the birth of their third child, Charles 
Vieth, on July 20, 2004. Their other 
children, James (8) and Catherine 
(6), are students at Warren T. Jackson 
Elementary in Atlanta, Ga. Jim 
recently launched a new venture 
capital firm, Leader Ventures, out of 
Atlanta and Menlo Park, Calif.  Savas 
t. Kyriakidis writes, “I moved from 
being trial counsel at the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort 
Campbell, Ky., to being senior trial 
counsel at the U.S. Army John F. 
Kennedy Special Warfare Center and 
School, 1st Special Warfare Training 
Group (Airborne), Fort Bragg, N.C. 
Justicia priusquam pax!”

1989
rob Cook 
and his wife, 
Suzi, 
announce 
the birth of 
their son, 
Robert B. 
Cook IV, on 
April 16, 
2004. They 

live in Greensboro, N.C. 

Angela Williams urquhart and her 
husband, Thomas, announce the 
birth of their first child, Margaret 
Emerson (“Meg”), on May 22, 
2005. Beckee Morrison still lives 
in Kaunakakai, Hawaii, and works 
at Molokai Intermediate School in 
Hoolehua. She is now also student 
services coordinator at M.I.S. and 
teaches geography once a week at 

the island’s branch of Maui Com-
munity College. Mark See lives in 
Madison, Miss., with his wife, Marcia, 
and their three children, Molly (7), 
Madeline (6), and Matthew (3). Mark 
wrote an article that was published 
in the November/December issue of 
the American Livestock Breeds Con-
servancy (ALBC) bulletin concerning 
his conservation work with endan-
gered heritage geese. ALBC protects 
genetic diversity in livestock and 
poultry species through the conser-
vation and promotion of endangered 
breeds. These rare breeds are part of 
our national heritage and represent a 
unique piece of the earth’s bio- 
diversity. Read more at <www.
albc-usa.org>.  John and Cameron 
Wallace Swallow, C’90, are enjoying 
a year in Bordeaux (81 rue Judaïque, 
33000 Bordeaux, France) with their 
kids, Ruth and Sophie.

1990
John Brewster writes, “I am now a 
full-time stay-at-home dad and a 
part-time landscape architect. My 
wife, Ann, and I are embarking on a 
home addition that will give us some 
more room for Alexander (2) and his 
yet-to-be-located adopted sibling. 
Afterwards, I may consider going into 
the building business.” 

Courtenay 
Budd 
Caramico 
and her 
husband, 
Anthony, 
announce 
the birth of 
their son, Asa 
Bryant, on 

October 13, 2005. Courtenay writes, 
“Asa is Hebrew for ‘Healer.’ In the Old 
Testament, he was a grandson of 
David and a king of Judah. His 
birthday’s falling on the Day of Atone-
ment pretty much settled this 
decision for us. Bryant is the name of 
my beloved brother who passed away 
in 1999.” Cameron Wallace Swallow 
and John Swallow, C’89, are 
enjoying a year in Bordeaux (81 rue 
Judaïque, 33000 Bordeaux, France) 
with their kids, Ruth and Sophie. 
Alan Williams married Amy Danielle 
Price in New Freedom, Pa., on May 
21, 2005. They live in Atlanta, Ga., 
where Alan is a management 
consultant for ScottMadden, a 
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regional consulting firm. Amy is the 
director of public relations for Invista 
Corporation, whose brands include 
Stainmaster Carpet. 

1991
Catherine Masden Brahimi 
completed her Ph.D. in school and 
applied child psychology in June 
2004. She and her husband, Salim 
Brahimi, have settled in Montreal, 
Quebec, where they are both working. 
He is president of IBECA Technolo-
gies, an engineering company, and 
she is working as a child psycholo-
gist in a school for children with 
developmental disabilities and in a 
private practice. 

tom Broughton was given a rare 
opportunity to meet Phil Woods, a 
jazz alto saxophone legend, after his 
performance with the One O’Clock 
Lab Band at the University of North 
Texas in February 2005. He joined 
the faculty of St. Thomas High 
School, an all-boys’ Catholic college-
preparatory school in Houston, Tex., 
last August. He teaches all sections 
of Spanish III and is also the 
assistant director of student 
activities. He also plays jazz 
saxophone and classical piano. Amy 
Sullivan Cahill is practicing law 
outside of Washington, D.C., where 
she lives with her husband, Brendan, 
and son, Joseph Sullivan, who was 
born in February 2004. rebecca Lin 
Crumrine joined the domestic and 
family law practice of Davis, 
Matthews & Quigley, P.C., an Atlanta-
based law firm, on October 20, 
2005. Lauren McDonald was 
accepted by the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia as a postulant for Holy 
Orders in February. She moved to 
Chicago to attend Seabury-Western 
Theological Seminary. John Pieper 
and his wife, Sara Jane, announce 
the birth of their son, Owen James, in 
July 2005. They live in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, where John is the North 
American sales manager for Petzl, a 

French company that makes rock 
and mountain climbing and rescue 
equipment. Sara is an OB/GYN in 
private practice.

1992
nicholas C. Albanese accepted a 
position with Rutgers University as di-
rector of the overseas study program 
in Italy. He spent the previous five 
years at Indiana University in Bloom-
ington as a doctoral student and 
visiting lecturer in Italian literature. 
He begins this new endeavor in Flor-
ence while working on his disserta-
tion. His book, Streetwise Italian, 
was published in the spring of 2005 
by McGraw-Hill. He writes, “Whoever 
may find themselves in Florence, 
do look me up!” Michael Andreu 
earned a Ph.D. in silviculture at the 
University of Washington. He and his 
wife, Anne Gilligan Andreu, C’93, 
moved to Florida, where Michael 
started teaching forestry at the Uni-
versity of Florida (Plant City campus), 
and Anne has continued working 
with the U.S. Forest Service as a 
research ecologist. Audrey Kathleen 
Buhrman married Robert Craig Davis 
on July 16, 2005. 

Mason 
Bonnycastle 
Hardy and 
his wife, 
Michelle, 
announce 
the birth of 
Sarah 
Andrews 
Hardy on 

March 30, 2005. They live in Sumter, 
S.C. “Sarah Anne” is pictured 
enjoying her first Fourth of July. Beth 
Keyse and Andy Keyse, T’02, 
announce the birth of their daughter, 
Mary Mullis, on June 28, 2005. Andy 
writes, “Mom and baby are fine, as 
am I and big brother Siras!” 

Will Laney 
and his wife, 
Allison 
Hastings, 
announce 
the birth of 
their 
daughter, 
Katherine 
Elizabeth 

(“Katie”), on January 11, 2005. Will 
works at the University of Georgia as 
an information technology auditor. 

Seth James Hinkley, C’92, married Sara Kathleen Mooney in Houston, Tex., 
on May 28, 2005. Pictured: Peter Key, C’93; Sherry Falk, C’89; robert Price, 
C’92; Jason Howell, C’93, holding Madeline Baird Howell (Seth’s godchild); 
Seth Hinkley; Sara Mooney Hinkley; Jeff Muench, C’93; Margaret Cate, C’93; 
Marcell Davis, C’93; Courtney Key tardy, C’93; and Beccy Smith, C’87. Seth 
owns a solo corporate law practice, while Sara is an intellectual property lawyer 
for Keeling Hudson LLP in Houston. Seth gowned Sarah Swift, C’08, who is 
a member of his home church, Christ Church Cathedral, at the Advent 2005 
Opening Convocation in Sewanee.

Christina Mosca, C’92, and Richard Poff Jr. were married at sunset, barefoot 
on the beach, at the Driftwood Inn in Mexico Beach, Fla., on April 16, 2005. 
Christina started the National Cable and Telecommunications consulting firm 
in 2004. Richard, whose father is a 1969 graduate of the University, is also an 
attorney. They live in Pelham, Ala. Pictured: Austin Hall, C’01; Michelle thomp-
son, C’91; Carolyn Moise, C’92, matron of honor; and Bobby Mosca, C’97, 
Christina’s brother, who performed the ceremony.
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He and his family live in Athens, Ga. 
Anna L. Spencer was elected partner 
in the health care group of the 
Washington, D.C., office of the law 
firm Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP. 
She has counseled clients on 
numerous regulatory and transac-
tional health care matters including 
fraud and abuse compliance and 
investigations, administrative 
litigation, Medicare and Medicaid 
reimbursement, privacy and security 
of health information, the Health 
Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act, and telemedicine. Scott 
thompson and Lebby Harrison 
thompson, C’95, announce the birth 
of Gibson Ragsdale on October 9, 
2005. Mom, dad, and three siblings, 
Rankin, Will, and May Lebby, are all 
doing well. Lara Graham zacharias 
and her husband announce the birth 
of their second child, George Payne, 
on April 8, 2005. He joins his 
brother, Graham Finegan (2). 

1993
Anne Gilligan Andreu earned an 
M.S. in ecology from the University of 
Washington. She and her husband, 
Michael Andreu, C’92, moved to 
Florida, where she has continued 
working with U.S. Forest Service as 
a research ecologist, and Michael 
started teaching forestry at the 
University of Florida (Plant City 
campus). Jason Forrester is working 
as the legislative assistant for foreign 
affairs and defense to Senator John 
D. Rockefeller IV. Stacy M. Juckett 
writes, “I competed in my first Iron-
man this summer in Lake Placid and 
had a great time doing it (despite 
having broken my scapula in a 
bike accident only three and a half 
months before). My finish time for 
Ironman USA (2.4-mile swim, 112-
mile bike ride, and 26.2-mile run) 
was 12 hours and 33 minutes.” 

Jeff Mixson 
and his wife, 
Laura, 
announce 
the birth of 
Charles 
James on 
April 29, 
2005. He 
notes that 

Charlie will be in the class of 2027. 

199�
Kenneth 
Bailey Jr. 
and nancy 
Beth 
Spencer, 
C’95, 
announce 
the birth of 
John Elijah 
on December 

23, 2004. Louise Cottingham works 
in marketing for Brinker International 
in Dallas, Tex. Shane Hunziker 
enjoys his job as a software engineer 
for AutoTrader.com. Last summer, he 
became certified as an Education for 
Ministry (EfM) mentor in the Diocese 
of Atlanta, Ga., and has co-mentored 
an EfM group at All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church. Education for Ministry is a 
program of theological education 
through Sewanee’s School of 
Theology. Kristin Beise Kiblinger 
moved to start a new job. She and 
her husband Will (son of Charles 
Kiblinger, C’61, former Sewanee 
chaplain) teach in the philosophy 
and religious studies department at 
Winthrop University, Rock Hill, S.C. 
Their daughter, Madeleine (1), is 
adjusting well to their new home. 
Saxton Moss and his wife, Jamie, 
announce the birth of Caroline Grace 
on May 21, 2004. 

Becca tuley 
Oberlander 
and her 
husband, 
Brian, 
announce 
the birth of 
Matthew 
Tuley on July 
2, 2005. 

Matthew’s godparents are Kim Giles 
Strickland and her husband, Jeff. He 
joins big sister, Arden. 

Dawn White Pumpelly and her 
husband, David, announce the birth 
of Andrew James on April 7, 2005. 
Jennie Williamson was named ex-
ecutive director of the Pee Dee Land 

eleanor Burke, C’94, and William Lieder, C’91, were married at St. John’s 
Plantation, St. Martinville, La., on April 2, 2005. The Rev. Frank Devall iv, C’91, 
officiated. Front row: Frances Lumpkin Webster, C’95; Jana Kreutziger, C’95; 
Michelle Chenault Cox, C’94; William Lieder; eleanor Burke Lieder; Christina 
Mosca, C’92; George McMahon, C’92; rose Hillis, C’94. Second row: Joey 
Kreutziger, C’93; tara Moore Skelton, C’92; Harmony Haskins, C’92; Scott 
Crowell, C’91. Rear row: John Magevney, C’93; ellen Jefferson Magevney, 
C’94; Gibbons Burke, C’85; Bryant Mackey, C’91; Jamie Kent, C’91.

rebecca Miller, C’93, married Sean Spicer on November 13, 2004, at St. Al-
ban’s Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C. The reception was aboard the Cherry 
Blossom on the Potomac River. First row: Graham Hill, C’91; rebecca Miller 
Spicer; Sean Spicer; Julie Curd, C’92; and Michelle thompson, C’91. Second 
row: bridesmaid Adrienne evans Williams, C’95; Amy Hawkins Starnes, C’95; 
bridesmaid Harmony Haskins, C’92; and father of the bride ed Miller, C’61. 
Third row: trent zivcovich, C’95; robert vogler, C’93; Margaret upchurch ziv-
covich, C’95; Anne McGinn, C’95; bridesmaid Kimberly Baum, C’94; Greg Hill, 
C’92; robbin Milam, C’93; Jill McClure, C’93; and Marsey Waller, C’91.
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sewanee fund Goal: $3.15 million by June 30, 2006
Call 800.367.1179 or visit  
www.sewaneeonline.com

Trust. The trust is a private, nonprofit 
organization dedicated to conserving 
the land that borders the Great Pee 
Dee River in South Carolina. William-
son will serve as the trust’s first paid 
executive director. Debra Podurgiel 
Wilson and her husband, James, an-
nounce the birth of Harriet Beatrice 
(“Bea”) on July 22, 2005. Her big 
brother, Timothy (2), is thrilled to 
have a sister. 

1995
nancy Beth Spencer and Kenneth 
Bailey Jr., C’94, announce the birth 
of John Elijah on December 23, 
2004. Karen Jacks Green an-
nounces the birth of Emma Rose on 
May 15, 2005. Karen finished her 
psychiatric residency at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina in July and 
began her first “real job” in Concord, 
N.C., at a psychiatric practice with 
Northeast Medical Center. She wrote 
in August, “My husband, Eric, and I 
moved to Concord three weeks after 
Emma was born and bought our 
first house. I’m trying to get all my 
major life changes done at once! 
Hope to see you on the Mountain!” 

traci Guidry accepted a new post 
as manager of the first Texas satellite 
office for Duke’s Talent Identification 
Program (TIP). TIP identifies academi-
cally talented students and provides 
programs to support the develop-
ment of their optimal educational 
potential. There has also been an 
addition to the Guidry household: 
Sumo, an American bulldog puppy. 
He’ll likely be 120–135 pounds 
when full grown, at two years of age. 
robert Lominack was featured in 
The State (from Columbia, S.C.). He 
has switched careers from being a 
defense attorney, working on many 
high-profile death-row cases, to 
becoming a Latin teacher at Hand 
Middle School in Columbia. Wes 
Myers and his wife, Stacey, had their 
first child, Burbury Brooklyn, on May 
30, 2005. Wes is practicing law with 
the firm of Blaies & Hightower LLP 
in Fort Worth, Tex. Jack Strifling and 
his wife, Rhya, are in their second 
year of residency at the University 
of Kentucky at Lexington. Jack’s 
residency is in general surgery and 
Rhya’s in pediatrics. Lebby Harrison 
thompson and Scott thompson, 
C’92, announce the birth of Gibson 

Ragsdale on October 9, 2005. Mom, 
dad, and three siblings, Rankin, Will, 
and May Lebby, are all doing well.

1996
Jason Abel was appointed organist 
and choirmaster of historic Christ 
Church Episcopal in Alexandria, 
Va. Jason’s responsibilities include 
directing the church’s five choirs and 
providing music for the parish, one of 
the largest Episcopal congregations 
in America. He left his position at 
Church of the Nativity in Huntsville, 
Ala., where he worked for six years 
and developed a comprehensive 
choral program. Susan Baskett 
wrote in September, “I am still living 
in Dublin, Ireland, and I now have 
dual American and Irish citizenship. 
I have just started a new job as an 
account manager in an advertising 
agency, QMP Publicis, part of the 
global Publicis Group. On one of my 
accounts, I will be heading off to 
Warsaw, Poland, for a TV shoot so I’m 
looking forward to that! Earlier this 
summer my boyfriend and I traveled 
through Thailand, and then I took 
a trip to a vineyard in the south of 

France to meet up with a former 
Sewanee classmate, Julia Frazier.” 

Mark Brooks 
and his wife, 
Stephanie, 
announce 
the birth of 
Belle Anna 
on May 20, 
2005. They 
are living in 
Georgia while 

Mark pursues his doctorate in public 
health at the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham. Amy Hemstreet 
evans recently joined C.W. Ellison’s 
obstetrics and gynecology practice in 
Morganton, N.C. After extensive travel 
in Central America and South 
America with the Amaunta Language 
School, she is proficient in Spanish 
and welcomes Spanish-speaking 
women to her practice.  David 
Michaels and Robin Hille Michaels 
announce the birth of Reese Tansill 
Hille Michaels in Chattanooga on 
October 10, 2005. Chris Phillips 
and his wife, Stephanie Gilbert, 
C’97, announce the birth of their 
second child, James (“Henry”), on 
December 1, 2004. Paul randall 

honor
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and his wife, Jennifer, announce the 
birth of Kathryn Elizabeth (“Katie”) 
on June 21, 2005. Paul continues as 
the director for the Center for 
Student Missions and serves as an 
elder at their church, Ecclesia, in 
Houston, Tex. For more information, 
visit <www.csm.org>.

1997
Charles todd Davis and Lauren Ash-
ley Powell, C’98, were married on 
June 18, 2005, in All Saints’ Chapel. 
Hollis Duncan married Luisa Perez 
in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, 
on August 5, 2005. The ceremony 
featured one completely unrehearsed 
“Hollis moment,” and the bride and 
groom were pelted with rice as they 
exited the church with bagpipes 
playing. Hollis and Luisa spent their 
honeymoon in South America, visit-
ing Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay. 
In Buenos Aires, they saw the Boca 
Juniors play at La Bombonera 
stadium on Hollis’s 30th birthday. 
Hollis recently completed graduate 
studies in graphic design at Portfolio 
Center in Atlanta, Ga., where he met 
fellow Sewanee Tigers Cara Sand-
ers, C’01; Mary Frances Hansford, 
C’01; and Craig evans, C’98. As of 
last September, Hollis was working 
at Pentagram in New York. Luisa 
teaches Spanish at Pace Academy in 
Atlanta. Stephanie Gilbert and hus-
band, Chris Phillips, C’96, announce 
the birth of their second child, James 
(“Henry”), on December 1, 2004. 

Kelli Lassiter Hammond and her 
husband, Christopher Hammond, 
C’98, announce the birth of their 
second child, John Paul Phillips 
Hammond (“Paul”), on June 11, 
2005 in New London, Conn. 

Hendree 
Harrison Jr., 
T’03, and 
Kristin Jones 
Harrison, 
C’99, 
announce 
their 
adoption of 
Grace 

Miranda Harrison (“Gracie”) on 
October 13, 2005. She was born on 
July 18, 2005.  Jamey Jones writes, 
“I finished my Ph.D. in geology at the 
University of Texas at Austin in 
August. My wife Rebecca and I have 
moved to rural western Minnesota. I 
have a job as an assistant professor 
of geology at the University of 
Minnesota at Morris, a small liberal 
arts campus of the U.M. system. 
We’re three hours from the Twin Cities 
and one and a half hours from Fargo, 
N.D. If anybody finds themselves up 
this way, give us a shout.” 

Jessica rentz Marmolejos, her 
husband, Paco, and daughter, 
Helena, announce the birth of 
Lucinda on February 1, 2005. 

Jeanne 
Porter Monk, 
husband 
Richard 
Monk, and 
daughter 
Alice (3), 
announce 
the birth of 
Richard 

Hunley Monk IV on Feb 24, 2005. 
David Michael reljac and 
Katherine Jean Johnson, C’00, were 
married in All Saints’ Chapel on 
September 24, 2005.

1998
rebecca L. taylor Anderson and 
her husband, Chris, live outside of 
Helena, Ark., where Chris is farming. 
Becca works for an outreach program 
of the University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences teaching nutrition 

Land Deleot, C’97, and Laura Crookston, C’96, were married on April 30, 
2005 in Seaside, Fla. The following Sewanee alumni were in attendance: 
Forrest Deleot, C’00; Katherine Slingluff, C’96; Frances Currie, C’96; Kathy 
Gale estes uhlhorn, C’96; Sarah thompson, C’96; Liz Milliken, C’96; Kelley 
McLeod tynes, C’96; Clay Hershey, C’95; emmie Gaillard Hershey, C’96; Anne 
Osborne tibbals, C’96; Kristen ialacci Crane, C’96; Jeddie Suddeth, C’96; 
Katherine toole Garzon, C’96; George Garzon, C’98; John Wallace, C’96; Anne 
Lacy Boswell Wallace, C’97; Katie Hines Porterfield, C’98; Forrest Porterfield, 
C’98; Janie taylor, C’97; roe elam, C’96; Anne tolly thompson elam, C’99; 
Georganne Garzon Perrine, C’96; thomas Daniel, C’96; Liz Cook vaughan, 
C’98; Lee vaughan, C’97; Candy vaughan, C’99; Frazer Buntin, C’97; Jeffrey 
Buntin, C’63; Chad Bottorff, C’96; Caldwell Marks, C’97; William Cogswell, 
C’97; Barney Witherington, C’96; Scott Dismukes, C’97; Colin Lane, C’97; Jim 
uden, C’97; Keller Foster, C’97; Anne tate, C’99; JJ Sutherland, C’98; Mary 
Mac Clarke Sutherland, C’99; Jeanne Porter Monk, C’97; Perry Gooch, C’95; 
Christiane Ginther Davis, C’98; Walker Willse, C’97; Hunter Flack, C’97; Mc-
Coy Darby, C’97; Jason Porter, C’97; and Craige Hoover, C’98.

Christine Keating (back left), 
Bryan Joyner (front row second 
from right), Kathryn ingram 
thompson (back row fourth from 
left), and David thompson (back 
row fifth from left), all C’96, at 
the start of the Hood to Coast 
race on Mt. Hood, Ore. (elevation 
6,000 feet), on August 26, 2005. 
The Hood to Coast is a 197-mile 
relay race from Mt. Hood through 
Portland and then on to Seaside, 
Ore. Their team of 12, named 
“Chasing D.B. Cooper,” finished in 
171st place overall with 1,063 
teams participating; 27th place 
in their co-ed division out of 330 
teams; and had an overall time 
of 25 hours, 20 minutes, and 23 
seconds. 
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and aerobics. erwin Byrd is the first 
recipient of the Nelson Mullins/Legal 
Aid of North Carolina Fellowship. She 
began the two-year fellowship on 
October 3, 2005, as a staff attorney 
in the Durham office of Advocates 
for Children’s Services, a statewide 
project of Legal Aid of North Carolina. 
Christopher Hammond and his 
wife, Kelli Lassiter Hammond, C’97, 
announce the birth of their second 
child, John Paul Phillips Hammond 
(“Paul”), on June 11, 2005 in 
New London, Connecticut. Collin 
Husbands and Catharine Jackson 
Husbands, C’01, moved from Wash-
ington, D.C., back to Nashville, Tenn. 
Collin is the donations director for 
l’Ete du Vin, America’s oldest char-
ity wine auction benefiting cancer 
research and treatment charities. 
Catharine transferred within her 
company, Covance, a pharmaceuti-
cal consulting firm. elliot Leflar and 
Mirth Stevenson, C’00, were married 
in June 2004. They live in Charlottes-
ville, Va. Elliot is working at UVA’s 
Darden School, and Mirth is working 
at GreenBlue, a non-profit organiza-
tion focusing on sustainable design. 
Lauren Ashley Powell and Charles 
todd Davis, C’97, were married on 
June 18, 2005, in All Saints’ Chapel. 
Leah Smith married Christopher Sills 
on July 3, 2004, in Greenville, W.Va., 
at the Sills’ family farm, where they 
now reside. Leah graduated from 
WVU College of Law in 2002 and 
opened her own law office in nearby 
Union, W.Va. 

Josh and 
Kate 
roseman 
White 
announce 
the birth of 
their son, 
Carson, on 
September 
14, 2004. 

Josh received his MBA from Babson 
College last year and works in 
inventory management for CVS Corp. 
Kate is a stay-at-home-mom. They 
live in Rumford, R.I. emily zoghby 
married Paul Hamra in Mobile, Ala., 
on July 9, 2005. Many Sewanee 
alumni attended the ceremony. The 
couple honeymooned on the Riviera 
in France and Italy. They live in 
Scottsdale, Ariz.

1999
Ashley Denham married Mark Busse 
at St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral in 
Jacksonville, Fla., on June 4, 2005. 
Sewanee alumni in attendance 
included Jennifer Berg Salazar, 
Maggie Graham, Katy Shannon, 
and Alli Antar. Last summer Ashley 
finished her M.A. in English literature 
at Florida State University. She and 
her husband live in the D.C. area, as 
Ashley is working towards a Ph.D. in 
English literature at George Washing-
ton University. Mark works in public 
diplomacy for the U.S. Department 
of State. Jason Hamilton and nicky 
Campbell Hamilton announce the 
birth of Nailah Campbell Hamilton 
on October 6, 2005. rory D. Kent 
received his master’s degree in 
history from Brown University in May 
2005. A captain in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, he was deployed (as of 
September 2005) and serves as the 
anti-terrorism/force protection officer 
for the 2nd Marine Air Wing in Iraq. 
Douglas Knowlton Finlay and Lori 
Lynn Brown married on July 9, 2005, 
in All Saints’ Chapel.  Kristin Jones 
Harrison and Hendree Harrison Jr., 
C’97, T’03, announce their adoption 
of Grace Miranda Harrison (“Gracie”) 
on October 13, 2005. She was born 
on July 18, 2005. 

Lisa Jones 
and her 
husband, 
Mark, 
announce 
the birth of 
Sayler Sophia 
Turansky 
(“Sophie”) in 
Fairfax, Va., 

on June 13, 2005. They live in 
Charleston, S.C., with their beagle, 
Hillary. Bérénice Le Marchand 
began a tenure-track position in fall 
2004 at San Francisco State 
University. She enjoys researching 
and teaching in San Francisco, as 
well as her new California lifestyle.
Jamie May is an attorney with Hahn 
Loeser & Parks LLP in Cleveland, 
Ohio. His work involves corporate law, 
commercial real estate transactions, 
contract negotiation, and corporate 
finance; but last summer, he had 
what he called “the most reward-
ing experience of my professional 
career,” when he joined with a col-

thad Moore, C’97, married Kara Buckstaff of Oshkosh, Wis., at The American 
Club in Kohler, Wis., on June 18, 2005. Pictured: Peter Lettre, C’97; Jamey 
Jones, C’97; Claire Davis, C’98; Whit Davis, C’97; Kara Buckstaff Moore; thad 
Moore; Luke Gebhard, C’97; and Alexander Moore, C’99. 

Will Arnold, C’02, and Becca Peek, C’98, celebrated their nuptials during the 
Sewanee Fourth of July 2004 celebration. Their float won second prize in the 
parade, and they used it to lead the procession from the ceremony in All Saints’ 
Chapel to the reception at the Sewanee Inn. Back row: zach Goodyear, C’01; 
Lee Ann Afton, former director of Sewanee admissions; Crile Crisler, C’02; Tracy 
Harrison; Megan Taylor, Sewanee equestrian team coach. Middle row: Megan 
Hart, C’02; Bessie Gantt, C’98; John Graves, C’03. Front row: Carolyn and 
Wesley Pearigen, children of Phoebe and rob Pearigen, C’76; Jessie and Zoe 
Grammer, children of Sewanee English professors Elizabeth and John Grammer; 
Justin Stubblefield, son of Megan Taylor.
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league, Mike Garvin, to represent a 
Rwandan immigrant, Jamin Bima, pro 
bono, in asylum proceedings before 
a federal immigration court. Bima, 
a Rwandan of mixed Hutu and Tutsi 
ethnicity, had been imprisoned and 
beaten in Rwanda for his purported 
affiliation with an opposition political 
party, escaped to Uganda, and was 
brought to the United States by a 
human smuggler. After a number of 
hearings and a great deal of work, 
Jamie and Mike were successful in 
convincing a federal immigration 
court to grant Bima asylum in July 
2005.  DeeDee Johnson Wade mar-
ried William Henry Todd IV at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Nashville, 
Tenn. DeeDee is the vice president of 
personal insurance at Wade and Eg-
bert Insurance in Nashville. William 
received an MBA from Vanderbilt 
University in May 2005.

2000
nathan Clendenin is finishing his 
master’s in journalism at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina School of Jour-
nalism and Mass Communications, 
where he is studying both photojour-
nalism and multimedia. His thesis 
on the AIDS pandemic, which will be 
a documentary Web site, took him 
to a township in South Africa during 
summer 2005 to photograph the 
life of gravediggers who bury victims 
of AIDS every day. ellerbe Dargan 
left the Sewanee Office of Admis-
sion to accept a position with The 
Nature Conservancy’s South Carolina 
chapter. He lives in Charleston with 
his wife, Molly, C’03. Charles Fiore 
and Amelia taylor Fiore, C’01, live 
in Chicago. Charles was nominated 
for the 2006 Best New American 
Voices Anthology and was a finalist 
in Glimmer Train’s 2005 Very Short 
Fiction Award Contest. Amelia is an 
RN in the neurosurgical ICU at Rush 
University Medical Center and is 
taking master’s classes toward be-
coming an advanced practice nurse. 
Casey e. George finished his MBA in 
nonprofit management at Roosevelt 
University in Chicago, Ill., in May 
2005. Last fall, he began a doctorate 
in educational policy studies at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, where he plans to study 
sociological issues within higher 
education. Katherine Jean Johnson 
and David Michael reljac, C’97, 

Sewanee Club of Beijing members Skip Bivens, C’98, and Caroline Catts, 
C’02, attend the American Community Club 4th of July party in Beijing. If 
anyone is traveling to China and wants to meet up or are living here, e-mail the 
club at <sewaneebjclub@yahoo.com>. Skip attended the summer Sewanee 
China trip with Yasmeen Mohiuddin, professor of economics. Afterwards, he 
stayed for a month to volunteer and teach English. Caroline works for Analysis 
International in Beijing.

were married in All Saints’ Chapel 
on September 24, 2005. Laura Kay 
Jones and Matthew Melton Cole, 
C’01, were married in All Saints’ 
Chapel on July 23, 2005.
Amy elizabeth Koether and Caleb 
Sloan refuse, C’01, were married 
in a double ring ceremony in Abbo’s 
Alley on June 25, 2005. Anne 
Hunter Myers, a former member of 
Sewanee’s cross-country team, broke 
her tibia and shattered her right arm 
and hip in a head-on car collision in 
October 2003. The Shelbyville Times-
Gazette reported that after being told 
she would never run again, Myers 
was determined to fully recover, and 
she did. Expecting to take over as 
head cross-country coach at the 
Webb School this fall, she is not only 
running again but she is running 
competitively. After performing well in 
the Nashville Marathon, Myers quali-
fied for the 110th Boston Marathon 
to be run in April 2006. Anthony 
Petrochko, his wife of eight years, 
Rachel, and two kids, Emma (7) and 
Henry (6), returned to the Old South. 
They live in Alpharetta, Ga., after 
three years of cross-country moving: 
two years in Bismarck, N.D., and one 
year in San Antonio, Tex. Anthony 
works as a project coordinator for 
Aetna, a national health insurer. 
Rachel homeschools Emma and 
Henry with much success. Megan 
Shepherd received a Philip Gerard 
Graduate Fellowship to attend the 
University of North Carolina at Wilm-
ington’s Master of Fine Arts program 
in creative writing in the fall of 2005. 
Mirth Stevenson and elliot Leflar, 
C’98, were married in June 2004. 
They live in Charlottesville, Va. Elliot 
is working at UVA’s Darden School, 
and Mirth is working at GreenBlue, a 
non-profit organization focusing on 
sustainable design. 

2001
Severin Carlson lives in his native Ne-
vada, where he works as an associate 
with the law firm of Kummer Kaempfer 
Bonner & Renshaw in the firm’s 
Reno office. Sev’s primary practice 
areas include commercial litigation 
and public utility/energy law. Sev is 
licensed in both Oregon and Nevada. 
Matthew Melton Cole and Laura 
Kay Jones, C’00, were married in All 
Saints’ Chapel on July 23, 2005. Lau-
ren Heath Ligon evans and Howard 

Carolyn Barske, C’02, and Fred Saussy, C’99, married at a state park in 
Thompson, Conn., on May 29, 2005. Pictured: Leo Hwang Carlos, C’93; Adam 
Carlos, C’89; Malia Hwang Carlos; Leah Lowe; Patton Watkins; Hunt Oliver; 
Carol Vandenbosch; David Michaels, C’96; Robin Hille Michaels; Will Winton; 
Mark King; Carrie Barske Saussy; Fred Saussy; Louie Elliot; Dan rather, C’85; 
and nathan Conover, C’96. Bottom row: Cullen and Chamois Gazzola; Marga-
ret Boone, C’02; Andrew Smith, C’01; nicole Garsombke, C’02; Nick Saussy; 
and Charles Hodgkins, C’94. Carrie is pursuing her Ph.D. in early American 
history and women’s history at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. Fred 
works for an environmental consulting company in Brattleboro, Vt.

Way Way Kennedy, C’00, married Charles Robertson Allen II at Brookgreen 
Gardens in Pawleys Island, S.C., on October 16, 2004. Many Sewanee alumni 
attended. The couple lives in Mount Pleasant, S.C.

ReunionYear
OCTOBeR 26–29
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David Waddell, C’95; Scott nystrom, C’96; reggie ramsey, C’98; t.r. Keith, 
C’98; Mike Peed, C’98; and tom Clough, C’98, participated on a 12-man team 
in the Reach the Beach Relay, a 212-mile relay race in New Hampshire on Sep-
tember 16 and 17, 2005. The team completed the race in just over 32 hours.

Martin Wilkinson were married on 
May 7, 2005, at the Inn at Crestwood 
in Blowing Rock, N.C. Amelia taylor 
Fiore and Charles Fiore, C’00, live 
in Chicago. Amelia is an RN in the 
neurosurgical ICU at Rush Univer-
sity Medical Center and is taking 
master’s classes toward becoming an 
advanced practice nurse. Charles was 
nominated for the 2006 Best New 
American Voices Anthology and was a 
finalist in Glimmer Train’s 2005 Very 
Short Fiction Award Contest. ray-
mond W. McAnally was in a produc-
tion of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
at the esteemed Long Wharf Theatre 
in New Haven, Conn. The show ran 
September 21 to October 9, 2005. 
You can check Long Wharf’s Web site 
<www.longwharf.org> for photos. Wil-
liam Alexander McKnight and nancy 
Sophia Wilson, C’02, were married in 
All Saints’ Chapel on July 30, 2005. 
ryan Matthew Mahoney and Lind-
say Marie elliot, C’02, were married 
in All Saints’ Chapel on August 13, 
2005. Jeremy nivakoff, now known 
as Brother Benedict, can be seen in 
a recent newsletter of the Monastery 
of St. Benedict in Norcia, Italy, in 
photos with Pope Benedict XVI. Pope 
Benedict visited the monastery in 
2003. Brother Benedict will make his 
solemn vows this year. Clifford Arm-
strong robb and ebba Katherine  
Allen, C’03, were married in All 
Saints’ Chapel on August 6, 2005.
 

Jennifer Dockstader rogers and her 
husband, Chris Rogers, announce the 
birth of Ellen Elizabeth on August 19, 
2005. 

Betsy Currie 
zarzour 
teaches high 
school math 
and science 
to children 
with learning 
disabilities in 
Raleigh, N.C. 
She and her 
husband, 

Taylor, were blessed with a daughter, 
Katie, on March 21, 2005.

2002
Murphy Alexis “Lexie” Caine 
returned to the U.S. after spending 
a year teaching English as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in China. She lives in 
Austin, Tex., and is attending culinary 
school classes at the Cordon Bleu 
School of Culinary Arts-Texas Culi-
nary Academy. Her e-mail address is 
<BriardLaw3@yahoo.com>.
tonya Willett Currie was hired as 
the girls’ head basketball coach at 
Ridgeway High School, one of the top 
girls’ programs in the city, accord-
ing to the Commercial Appeal of 
Memphis, Tenn. Melissa A. Habel 
relocated to Atlanta, Ga., in August 
2005 to pursue a master’s in public 
health at Emory. Caroline Dix is in 
her final year of a master’s program 
in landscape architecture at the 
University of Pennsylvania. She went 
to Jordan in the fall to study the po-
tential for new water infrastructures 
and development. She writes, “I enjoy 
keeping in touch with Claire Walker 
and elizabeth Watkins, and hope 
to keep in better touch with other 
classmates and friends. If anyone is 
ever in the Philadelphia area, please 
drop me a line.” eleanor Lacy is the 
assistant manager of Stirling’s Coffee 
House in Sewanee. ryan Matthew 
Mahoney and Lindsay Marie elliot, 
C’02, were married in All Saints’ 
Chapel on August 13, 2005. Steve 
Marlowe married Mary Knapper on 
May 28, 2005, at Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church in Decherd, Tenn. 
Mary Knox Merrill finished a 
master’s in photojournalism at 
Boston University and accepted the 
position of assistant photo editor 
at the Christian Science Monitor in 
Boston, Mass. Jessica C. Osaki and 
Mary All walked 60 miles over three 
days in Kansas City, Mo., to raise 
funds for breast cancer research, 
education, screening and treatment 
through the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation and the National 
Philanthropic Trust Breast Cancer 
Fund. Sarah Shellman writes, “I am 
now living in Atlanta and working 
as a personal assistant/nanny for a 
family here. I recently completed my 
M.P.A. at the University of Georgia 
and am a volunteer coordinator at 
NARAL Pro-Choice Georgia. I have 
reunited in Atlanta with Melissa 
Habel, who is in graduate school at 

Kay tasian and Grant Wood, both C’01, were married on June 4, 2005, in 
Dallas, Tex. Grant completed a law degree at the Southern Methodist University 
Dedman School of Law in May and is working in the legal department of the 
Small Business Administration. Kay is completing a master’s degree in media 
studies from the Radio-Television-Film Department at the University of Texas at 
Austin. Front row: Sarah Hinkle Bowersox, C’03; Beth Hackethorn Garland, 
C’01; Sandy Wood, C’03; Kay tasian Wood; Grant Wood; Lizzie reynolds 
Daniel, C’02; Hilary Larsen, C’00; and Leigh Cutler, C’01. Middle row: Ben 
Bowersox, C’01; Scott Garland, C’01; Katie Johnson, C’00; tim Johnston, 
C’00; Kim nadell, C’00; elizabeth Watkins, C’02; elizabeth Preston, C’01; 
Lindsay Fields, C’01; and Margaret Peel, C’01. Top row: Austin Stevens, C’02; 
David reljac, C’97; Britt Pickett, C’01; richard Wilkens, C’02; Mark tucker, 
C’01; Andrew Johnston, C’00; Josiah Daniel, C’01; Britt Kelly, C’01; and 
Michael Gill, C’01.
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Emory.” nancy Sophia Wilson and 
William Alexander McKnight, C’01, 
were married in All Saints’ Chapel on 
July 30, 2005.

2003
ebba Katherine Allen and Clifford 
Armstrong robb, C’01, were married 
in All Saints’ Chapel on August 6, 
2005. Grace Hunter Bethay and 
Benjamin Calvin truck were married 
in All Saints’ Chapel on July 16, 2005. 

Wesley 
Crowe and 
Lamar 
Stanley were 
married at All 
Saints’ 
Chapel on 
June 11, 
2005. Many 
Sewanee 
friends joined 
them on the 

Mountain to celebrate. Bridesmaids 
included emily Crowe, C’05; Katy 
Mitch Stanley, C’00; Charlotte 
Higgason Gregorie, Katie Long, 
Meredith McLain, Claudia McCall, 
Charlotte McDowell, Jessie 
Palmore, nan Stikeleather, Sidney 
rue, and Lindsay Whittle. Grooms-
men included Clayton Stanley, C’01; 
Charles Baarcke, Paul Dent, 
Crawford Jones, Webb Milward, 
Mikel Whaley, and Judson Williford, 
C’04. nat Hendricks, C’05, also 
participated in the ceremony as a 
reader. Sewanee religion professor 
Gerald Smith gave the homily. The 
couple lives in Virginia Beach, Va. 
rachel eason was named deputy 
finance director for the campaign of 
U.S. Senate candidate Van Hilleary of 
Tennessee. Rachel previously worked 
in the office of the Secretary of the 
United States Senate, Emily 
Reynolds. She will coordinate 

Hilleary’s fundraising efforts. 
Julie 
Kaufman 
married 
Michael J. 
Nussdorfer at 
East Liberty 
Presbyterian 
Church, the 
Cathedral of 
Hope, in 

Pittsburgh, Penn., on June 11, 2005. 
They live in Washington, D.C. Jennifer 
Francesco Krome is pursuing her 
second bachelor’s degree in nursing. 
She got married in Kailua-Kona, 
Hawaii, on July 16, 2005. Sewanee 
alumni who attended were elizabeth 
Shaw, Caitlin elam, Dave Leflar, 
ellie Pierson, Morgan vickery, all 
C’02, and tappan Hiensohn. 

200�
Molly Dyson writes, “I began working 
at a company called C.P.S.I., located 
in Mobile, Ala., in the first part of 
October 2004. I work as a software 
representative and travel to hospitals 
around the country helping implement 
the company’s software and teaching 
nursing staff how to use it. It’s an 
enjoyable experience. I do get quite a 
few odd looks, though, when asked, 
‘So what was your major?’ and I reply, 
‘English.’” Brandon Hackett and Mary 
McBride were married in Winston-
Salem, N.C., on April 9, 2005. Pete 
Harrison and Katherine elizabeth 
neal, C’05, were married on Septem-
ber 10, 2005. trey House is the head 
coach of varsity baseball at the Webb 
School in Bell Buckle, Tenn. He is also 
the head coach of the girls’ middle 
school basketball team. Andy King 
spent a year teaching in Lynchburg, 
Tenn., but now teaches at Pope John 
Paul II High School in Hendersonville, 
Tenn. Believe it or not, he is teaching 

Amy Martin, C’04, and Matt Lozier, C’01, were married on August 27, 2005, 
at All Saints’ Chapel in Sewanee. They honeymooned in Antigua and live in 
Glendale, Ariz. Amy works for the marketing communication department at 
Thunderbird, The Garvin School of International Management, where Matt was 
scheduled to complete his MBA in international management in December. First 
row: Lauren Willett, C’07; Molly Willett, C’07; Mary Haugh, C’09; Matt Lozier; 
Amy Martin Lozier; Carmen Germino, C’04; Ann Cox Steedman, C’03 and 
Christie Peeler, C’05. Second row: Anne Smith, C’01; Matt rivers, C’04; Keith 
Davis, C’05; Landon vinney, C’07; Katye rhett, C’05; Mary Beth Bolt, C’05; 
Susannah Smith, C’06; Molly Dargan, C’03; Johnny Shoaf, C’04; Mary Fran 
rowe, C’04; Kati Shaut, C’04; Kate Greaney, C’04; and Beth McCutcheon, 
C’02. Third row: James Biel, C’01; Michael McCauley, C’01; Conchie Shack-
elford, Sewanee women’s tennis coach; Andy Lefler, C’03; Andy raish, C’01; 
Mark Orr, C’01; John Shackelford, Sewanee men’s tennis coach; Betsy Dortch, 
C’04; Anne Bohne, C’04; Stephanie Stradinger, C’04; ellis McCutcheon, C’02 
and eli Lightner, C’01. Photo by April Rietze Fine Art Photography, Louisville, Ky., 
<www.aprilrietze.com>.

Lindsey Prather and robert Sanders, both C’03, were married April 16, 2005, 
in Atlanta, Ga. They reside in Atlanta, Ga., where Robert is an associate analyst 
with Prudential Equity Group, and Lindsey is a realtor with Jenny Pruitt and 
Associates. First row: Stacey Brower, C’03; Annie Feltus, C’03; Sarah Hinkle 
Bowersox, C’03; Amanda rieger, C’03; Liz Hatzenbuehler, C’03; erin Bedard, 
C’03; Parker Sanders, C’00; robert Sanders; Lindsey Prather Sanders; David 
Sanders, C’69; and tracy Lightcap, C’69. Second row: Cindy Gentry, C’93; 
edie Watson, C’03; rivers Powers, C’03; randy Odle, C’95; Andrea Watson 
Odle, C’94; Alex Harwell, C’04; Simon Milazzo, C’03; Christian Johnson, C’03; 
Jason Clayton, C’02; Paul roess, C’03; Marie Stringer, C’02; Liz Stringer, 
C’03; Kraemer Lovelace, C’02; eric essary, C’03; Sarah Oxford, C’05; tobin 
Osburn, C’02; Marcus Willis; nancy tujague, C’05. Third row: Justin Wear, C’01; 
Kevin Holman, C’03; Will Ortale, C’04; Mason Freelin, C’04; George Lewallen; 
Jeremy Yeagle, C’02; Jason Payne, C’00; Justin Gabbard, C’02; and Dylan 
teague, C’03.

worship and travel with sewanee
a tour Course in anglican history and Spirituality

May 23 – June 5, 2006
Contact: The Programs Center

800.722.197� • theology@sewanee.edu
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at a Catholic school. May God have 
mercy on us all. robin rotman wrote 
in August about her Rhodes Scholar-
ship experiences: “Right now I am 
studying water science at the University 
of Oxford in England. I’ll complete my 
master’s degree in September, and will 
spend the second year of my Rhodes 
Scholarship as a researcher in the 
Department of Earth Science. Presently 
I am writing my thesis on the use of 
magnetic susceptibility and grain size 
analysis for sediment fingerprinting of 
natural and man-made salt marshes in 
Lincolnshire, UK. However, the highlight 
of my program has been our field work 
in rural Spain, where we’re working with 
ecologists, engineers, and peasants to 
help mitigate the effects of dams and 
water transfer projects. I am having 
an amazing time in England, traveling 
often, with a diverse and wonderful 
group of friends.” Megan rachelle 
talley is living in Nashville, working on 
a master’s degree in special education, 
with a specialization in emotional and 
behavioral disorders, at the Peabody 
School of Vanderbilt University. She’s 
in the second year of this two-year pro-
gram. John Wilson, based in Santiago, 
is learning Spanish and exploring Chile. 
Visit his blog: <http://wilsonchile.
blogspot.com>.

2005
Kevin Alonso moved to New Orleans 
to start law school at Tulane two weeks 
before Hurricane Katrina hit. He evacu-
ated safely back to Winchester, Tenn., 
bringing only his clothes, computer, 

and law books. “I never imagined I’d 
be gone for this long!” he wrote in 
October. He was working for his sum-
mer employer, Nancy Silvertooth, circuit 
court clerk of Franklin County, and 
planned to return to New Orleans in 
January to restart his legal education. 
“Tulane plans to keep us on track to 
graduate in May 2008. We’ll be going 
from January through June for six days 
a week, covering two semesters in that 
time. I’ve been very lucky. Based on 
accounts from others, my apartment 
suffered little to no damage. So, I’ll be 
returning with a place to stay and a 
full scholarship, which was graciously 
awarded to me at orientation after 
someone else dropped out!”  Paul  
Dominiak began training for the 
ordained ministry to the Church of 
England at Cambridge. Adam Moran 
works for Hermitage Hardwood, an 
international lumber company, in 
Cookeville, Tenn., as a sales and mar-
keting representative. Katherine eliza-
beth neal and Pete Harrison, C’04, 
were married on September 10, 2005. 
Katharine Wilkinson received an 
honorable mention in the Elie Wiesel 
Foundation for Humanity’s Ethics Essay 
Contest. Katharine’s essay was chosen 
from hundreds of student submissions 
from more than 200 colleges and 
universities throughout the nation. Pro-
fessor Gary Phillips, chair of Sewanee’s 
religion department, sponsored her es-
say. She lives in Sewanee and works as 
a consultant for the Natural Resources 
Defense Council. But her biggest news 
was winning a Rhodes Scholarship!

Kirsten Boutte and elliot Scott, both C’02, graduated from Tulane Law School 
on May 21, 2005. Both then took bar exams, Kirsten in Louisiana and Elliot 
in Colorado. Pictured at their graduation party in New Orleans at the home of 
Jessica Osaki, C’02, and Houston Howell, C’02, are (front) Becca Campbell, 
C’02; Mary Allen, C’02; (back) Amy Black Hoffman, C’02; Joe Hugg, C’04; 
Elliot, Kirsten, Jessica, and Houston.

Price embree, C’02, and Joseph Kasl, C’03, were married on August 6, 2005, 
in Durham, N.C. They live in Parma Heights, Ohio. Pictured: Brooke Buchanan, 
C’95; The Rev. tom Midyette iii, C’63; Leah Hobbs Moore, C’02; robert White 
iii, C’03; Price embree; Ashley Bellet, C’02; Jason Green, C’01; Joseph Kasl; 
and Jacob Barrett, C’04.

Sarah Bush, C’05, married Drake Richey in Kennebunkport, Maine, on August 
12, 2005. Brooke vaughan Schroeder, C’96, read the prayers in the ceremony, 
and a fun Sewanee crowd showed off their dancing skills long into the night. 
Sarah and Drake live in Hartford and work for a youth ministry organization 
called FOCUS (Fellowship of Christians in Universities and Schools). They work 
with kids in private schools in New England. Pictured: Polly Bibb, C’05; emily 
DeJuan, C’05; Katye rhett, C’05; Drake Richey; Sarah Bush richey; tyler 
Johnson, C’05; Caroline Howe, C’05; Brooke vaughan Schroeder, C’96.

Charlotte Higgason, C’03, and Doug Gregorie, C’01, were married in All 
Saints’ Chapel on December 18, 2004. The reception was held at Cravens Hall, 
and many Sewanee alumni attended. The couple lives in Columbia, S.C., where 
Doug attends medical school. 
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Frederick Alexander rogers Jr., 
C’33, of Bennettsville, S.C., died 
on July 6, 2005, at the age of 93. 
A dedicated Episcopalian, Rogers 
served as vestryman and superinten-
dent of Sunday school for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Bennettsville. He 
was also active in business and civic 
organizations, including the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Rotary Club. 
Survivors include his wife, Dorothy 
Wilson Rogers. 

Bertram Cottingham Dedman, C’37, 
of Nashville, Tenn., died on April 8, 
2005. During World War II, he served 
in the U.S. Navy as a lieutenant, 
posted to Moscow, Archangel, and 
Murmansk as an assistant naval at-
taché to the U.S.S.R. He then worked 
as a trial attorney for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice Antitrust Division in 
Washington, D.C., and Texaco Inc. 
in Los Angeles. In 1955, he joined 
Insurance Company of North America 
in Philadelphia and remained there 
until 1980, when he retired as vice 
president and general counsel of the 
parent company, INA Corporation. 
Survivors include his wife, Rainsford 
MacDowell Dedman. 

James edward Savoy, C’38, T’40, 
of St. Francisville and Baton Rouge, 
La., died on May 5, 2005. He was 
ordained to the priesthood at Calvary 
Episcopal Church in Memphis, Tenn., 
in 1940 and served in the dioceses 
of Atlanta, New York City, Indiana, 
Nashville, East Texas, Florida, Con-
necticut, Mississippi, and Oxford-
shire, England. He was a chaplain 
and held the rank of major in the 
Civil Air Patrol and flew over Cuba 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis. He 
was a Knight of Sovereign Order 
of St. John of Jerusalem — Knights 
Hospitalier and a member of Kappa 
Sigma fraternity. After his retire-
ment, Savoy served as a chaplain at 
the Louisiana State Penitentiary, a 
consultant to Flowers Industries of 
Thomasville, Ga., and a supply priest 
throughout the South and Southwest. 
He was an accomplished organist 
and pianist, but no diplomat, and 
was especially noted for his fearless 
speaking of truth in love. 

Walter Harrison Beste, C’39, of 
Fort Worth, Tex., died on October 13, 
2005. Following his graduation from 
the Church Divinity School of the Pa-

cific in 1942, Beste was ordained to 
the Episcopal priesthood in the Dio-
cese of California. He served as vicar 
of Grace Church in Martinez, Calif., 
and St. David’s in Pittsburg, Calif., 
before serving as curate of Church of 
the Advent in San Francisco. When 
a need arose for Anglican clergy 
to minister in the Bahamas during 
World War II, he responded, serving 
in the Diocese of Nassau until 1949. 
He then joined the clergy staff as 
rector of St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
in Arlington, Tex., where he served 
for 20 years. From there, he served 
as rector of St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Breckenridge and Church 
of the Holy Apostles in Fort Worth un-
til his retirement in 1982. Beste had 
a quick sense of humor, a love for 
model railroading, and was a prolific 
correspondent who never abandoned 
his typewriter. Survivors include his 
wife, Jane Rhodes Beste.

William “Bill” Donoho Jr., C’43, of 
Sewanee, Tenn., died on August 26, 
2005. After graduating from the Uni-
versity in 1943, Donoho entered the 
Army and served in India. He then 
traveled to Paris before returning to 
the United States, and to a job at the 
Chattanooga Times, where he began 
his illustrious reporting and editorial 
career. He then worked with Common 
Cause, the citizen lobby organization 
founded by former Health, Education, 
and Welfare (HEW) Secretary John 
Gardner. Donoho was appointed edi-
tor of the Texaco in-house publication 
and later of the Urban Review, a 
bimonthly magazine published by the 
Center for Urban Education in New 
York City. Survivors include his sons, 
Gideon and Timothy.

John Lincoln “Dick” Dickey Jr., 
N’44, of Waldoboro, Maine, died on 
July 7, 2005. He had a distinguished 
career in the U.S. Navy, serving with 
the Mustangs and attaining the rank 
of lieutenant commander upon his 
retirement in 1963. Survivors include 
his wife, Ruth Marvin Dickey.

richard “Dick” Dryden, N’44, of 
Lowell, Ark., died on June 21, 2005. 
He was a World War II veteran, serv-
ing in the U.S. Air Force. After retiring 
from the Caterpillar Management 
Engine Division in 1984, Dryden 
moved to Eureka Springs, Ark., 
where he owned and operated a 

gift shop. He served as the Carroll 
County (Ark.) Republican Party chair-
man and moved to Lowell, Ark., in 
1991, where he was elected to the 
Lowell Planning Board. Dryden was a 
longtime member of the Presbyterian 
Church and served as an elder for 
four terms. Survivors include his wife, 
Mary Dryden.  

Harry Forrest “Pat” Dodge iii, C’49, 
of Horseshoe Lake, Ark., died on July 
30, 2005, at the age of 79. After 
serving in the Marine Corps in World 
War II, he practiced as a Certified 
Public Accountant for 47 years at his 
firm, Dodge, Thomas, Gross, & Owens 
in West Memphis, Ark. He served as 
president of the Arkansas Society of 
CPAs and was past chairman of the 
Ethics Committee. He was treasurer 

of the Arkansas State Republican 
Party for 12 years and had the 
honor of being one of the electors 
for the state in the 2000 presidential 
elections. Survivors include his wife, 
Barbara Morley Dodge.

thomas Allen Morder, C’49, of Cart-
ersville, Ga., died on May 29, 2005. 
Survivors include his wife, Nelia G. 
Morder.

Sam Jones Albritton Jr., C’55, of 
Florence, Ala., died on July 7, 2005. 
At the University he developed his 
golf game and later toured with the 
Air Force National Golf Team. After 
graduating from Sewanee, Albritton 
attended the University of Tennessee 
Dental School. He served in the Air 
Force as a dentist at Kelly Air Force 

Horace Moore died on July 30, 2005. A member of the National Wres-
tling Hall of Fame, the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame, and the Sewanee 
Athletics Hall of Fame, he was a head coach at Sewanee for 32 years 
(1956–87) and coached five sports (wrestling, football, track, golf, and 
tennis). His record speaks for itself: 300 victories, 12 conference cham-
pionships, and more than 1,000 student athletes under his tutelage. 
Yet numbers tell only a small part of the story. His service, loyalty, and 
commitment to his athletes taught us so many lessons — lessons of 
discipline, humility, and to never ever give up. Victories were important 
to Coach, but nothing was more important than doing the best you can 
with what you have. He was a stern taskmaster, but beneath his gruff 
exterior was a warm, gracious, self-effacing man who sincerely cared for 
each person. Countless times he went over and beyond to help a strug-
gling student. Dr. Bernie Dunlap, C’59, president of Wofford College, said 
in a letter to Coach, “You’re what a coach should be.” Some coaches will 
always be called ‘Coach,’ no matter how long they have been retired. It is 
a sign of hard-earned respect. Coach Horace Moore is most deserving of 
this measure of our admiration and devotion. As Grantland Rice wrote, 
“For when the One Great Scorer comes / To mark against your name, / 
He marks not that you won or lost, / But how you played the Game.” And 
indeed, did Coach Moore ever play the game! — Yogi Anderson, C’72
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Base in San Antonio, Tex., from 1960 
to 1962. He then purchased his 
cousin’s dental practice in Florence, 
Ala., where he worked for more than 
40 years.  Survivors include his wife, 
Mary Brooks Albritton.

ralph Little Jr., C’55, of San Marino, 
Calif., died on September 26, 2005. 
Raised in Camden, S.C., Little moved 
to the Los Angeles area in 1959. 
There, he was involved in the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, Twentieth 
Century Roundtable, and Joie de Vin. 
Survivors include his wife, Barbara, 
and his son, Daniel S. Little, C’71.

robert M. ross Jr., C’59, of Falls 
Church, Va., died on April 15, 2005. 
Survivors include his wife, Mary 
Martha Ross. 

Alan Aspinwall Bergeron, C’61, of 
Mukilteo, Wash., died on July 30, 
2005. Bergeron, a native of Cincin-
nati, Ohio, graduated cum laude 
with a degree in mathematics from 
Sewanee. After serving in the U.S. Air 
Force, Bergeron flew with Trans World 
Airline for 33 years and took great 
pride in delivering thousands of pas-
sengers safely to their destinations.  
Survivors include his wife, Carole.

robert Louis thomas, C’61, of 
Louisa, Va., died on May 6, 2005. 
Survivors include his wife, the Rev. 
Sherry Hardwick Thomas. 

Clement Hopkins Jordan Jr., 
C’62, of Leland, N.C., died on July 
13, 2005. Upon graduating from 
Sewanee, Jordan served as a second 
lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps 
until enrolling in the Virginia Theologi-
cal Seminary in 1966. Jordan then 
founded and was the first rector 
of the Church of the Servant, an 
Episcopal church in Wilmington, N.C. 
He was also very involved with the 
American Red Cross, serving on its 
Board of Directors for some time. 
Survivors include his wife, Rosemary 
Williams Jordan. 

robert Lee Bobbitt iii, C’68, of 
San Antonio, Tex., died on July 30, 
2005. While at the University of the 
South, Bobbitt was elected to Phi 
Beta Kappa and was chosen as a 
Woodrow Wilson Scholar. Survivors 
include his wife, Karen. 

Shirley Wilmont “Monty” Peters 
Jr., C’70, of Medford, Mass., died on 
June 9, 2005. Peters was a history 
major at the University and received 
his MBA from North Texas State. 
He worked for the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) for 30 
years, beginning in the Dallas office, 
then moving to Boston. He was an 
expert in contracting, and his team at 
the GAO dedicated their last report 
to his memory. Survivors include two 
sons and his wife of nearly 21 years, 
Betty Sue Clark.

terri taylor, C’79, of Seattle, Wash., 
died on August 15, 2005. After 
earning her B.S. in natural resources, 
she worked at Coventry Cathedral in 
England for a year. She next worked 
for the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA) on a 
hydrographic survey ship out of Se-
attle. She then obtained a master’s 
in landscape architecture from the 
University of Washington. She spent 
most of her career as a historic 
landscape architect preservationist, 
first for the National Park Service in 
Colorado and Seattle, and then for 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
Seattle. She is dearly missed by her 
family and friends. Survivors include 
her husband, Marshall Peabody; 
mother, Bess Taylor; and sisters 
Janette t. Wojciak, C’78, and Carol 
t. Worsham, C’78.

James Adam “Jim” Barfield, C’80, of 
Augusta, Ga., died on April 19, 2005. 
While at Sewanee, Barfield was 
inducted into the Order of Gowns-
men and was a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa. He graduated magna cum 
laude and went on to attend the 
Medical College of Georgia, where 
his focus was pediatrics. Survivors 
include his wife, Karen Groban, and 
daughter, Mary Grace Barfield.

Shelby Foote, H’81, of Memphis, 
Tenn., died on June 27, 2005. He was 
the author of several novels, including 
Follow Me Down (1950), Love in a 
Dry Season (1951), Shiloh (1952), 
Jordan County (1954) and Septem-
ber, September (1978); but his three-
volume historical narrative The Civil 
War (1958–74) is his most celebrated 
work. He became famous as a com-
mentator in Ken Burns’ 1990 PBS 
documentary series on the Civil War. 
Survivors include his wife, Gwyn. 

John rowan Claypool iv, H’88, of 
Atlanta, Ga., died on September 
3, 2005. The Rev. Dr. Claypool was 
ordained to the ministry in 1953 
and served as pastor of five Baptist 
churches throughout the South. He 
was ordained as an Episcopal priest 
in 1986 and served as rector of St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church in Birming-
ham, Ala., for nearly 14 years. A be-
loved theologian, Claypool received 
six honorary degrees throughout 
his career and authored 11 books, 
including God Is an Amateur, Tracks 
of a Fellow Struggler, and Mending 
the Heart.  Survivors include his wife, 
Ann Wilkinson Scheyd Claypool.
 
robert J. Hargrove, H’91, of Pine-
ville, La., died on May 19, 2005. 
A native of Kentucky, he graduated 
from Georgetown College with a 
bachelor’s degree in music and 
education. Ordained a deacon and 
priest in the Episcopal Church in 
1967, Hargrove began his career as 
assistant to the dean of Trinity Cathe-
dral in Davenport, Iowa. He served 
churches in Florida, Texas, Wisconsin, 
and Louisiana before his election as 
coadjutor of Western Louisiana and 
consecration as bishop in 1989. He 
retired on November 1, 2002. Survi-
vors include his wife, Linda. 

robert Acheson “Goldie” Goldstein, 
C’02, of Spartanburg, S.C., died 
on October 17, 2005. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Kappa Alpha 
fraternity, the Highlanders, and the 
Order of Gownsmen. He was an 
avid outdoorsman, enthusiastic 
fly fisherman, and accomplished 
chef. Survivors include his parents, 
Lawrence Oliver and Janice Roberts 
Goldstein.

Stephen L. Motley, C’08, of An-
niston, Ala., died on June 14, 2005. 
Motley was a starting wide receiver 
and backup quarterback for the 
Tigers during the fall of 2004. “He 
was a good leader and someone 
the other players looked up to,” said 
former coach Joe Thornton. Survivors 
include his parents, Mary E. Motley 
and Leonard Motley, and two younger 
brothers. 

Faculty, Staff, and 
Friends 

Katherine Ann Klinger Boudreau 
of Quincy, Ill., died on May 1, 2005. 
She attended and held staff posi-
tions at the Sewanee Summer Music 
Festival for more than 20 years. Sur-
vivors include her husband, Richard 
R. Boudreau.

Annie Pearl Caldwell died on Sep-
tember 13, 2005. She worked for the 
University for 10 years as a custo-
dian in the Department of Buildings 
and Lands. Survivors include her 
husband, Robert.

ima Jean Campbell died on July 17, 
2005. She served Sewanee for 25 
years as manager of rental housing, 
payroll manager, and benefits man-
ager. Survivors include her husband, 
Malcolm “Dickie” Campbell, and 
daughter Donna Lynn nunley, C’86.

Bonita i. travis died on August 9, 
2005. Travis was employed by the 
University for over 28 years, serving 
in the Supply Store and the Office of 
Financial Aid. 

Dora turner 
died on 
August 23, 
2005. She 
worked for 
University 
dining 
services, but 
will be 
remembered 

most for her dedication to the 
community. Despite the 1954 
Supreme Court decision that struck 
down the separate-but-equal 
doctrine, Franklin County schools 
remained segregated into the 1960s. 
When the NAACP called for 
volunteers to lead the fight to 
desegregate Franklin County, Dora 
rose to the challenge and filed suit 
against the Board of Education. The 
trials lasted from 1962 to 1964, and 
all the while Dora stood firm, 
enduring the criticism of friends and 
neighbors. In 2004, Dora received 
Sewanee’s community service award 
for her courage and contributions to 
the community. 
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Sewanee, Past 
and Present
B y  J o h n  W.  B o u L t,  C ’ 5 5

In the years since it began in the fall of 
1868, the University of the South has 
changed in ways that sometimes puzzle 

and bewilder even its twentieth-century 
children. I graduated in 1955, and now 
when I return and explore the expanded 
campus I marvel at its growth. 

So much brick and mortar — or, in 
Sewanee’s case, stone and mortar — have 
been added. More than half of Sewanee’s 
present buildings did not exist in our day; 
and our modest and truncated all Saints’ 
Chapel was transformed into a majestic 
cathedral, with its soaring Shapard Tower 
housing the glorious carillon. The Fowler 
Center is a magnificent athletic facility, and 
Guerry hall hosts some of the region’s best 
musical and theatrical performances. Woods 
Laboratories supports the nurture of some 
of the finest pre-med and science students 

afterword

in the nation, and duPont Library rivals the 
top university libraries in the country. The 
Bishop’s Common provides useful meeting 
rooms — but as a replacement for Thomp-
son Union’s burger place it falls short. van 
Ness and Clement Chen hall are new to 
us, as well as the much-discussed McClurg 
hall. and there are several new dormitories, 
some even with air conditioning.

There are other unexpected things, 
like the traffic light at the intersection of 
University and Georgia avenues. This 
improbable device swings in the shadow of 
Breslin Tower, 120 years old, and crowned 
with tall, ornate sandstone spires so situ-
ated that they always capture the first rays 
of the sun at dawn and the last at dusk; and 
its chimes still mark the inexorable march 
of time each quarter hour. That lonely 
traffic light is also within a stone’s throw 

of venerable rebel’s rest, erected in the 
mid-19th century as the residence of the 
most prominent layman among Sewanee’s 
founders, George Fairbanks of Florida. To-
day it serves as a lovely hostel for Sewanee’s 
honored guests.

The human makeup of the Sewanee 
community, and the habits of day-to-day 
life, have changed conspicuously as well. 
Most of these changes took place in the early 
1970s, a season of transition at Sewanee. 
Coats and ties are no longer required of 
male students; attendance at chapel is no 
longer compulsory; meals are no longer 
served family style and preceded by an an-
glican blessing; cars are no longer a rarity 
but are almost pestilential; the present-day 
curriculum would baffle the valedictorian of 
any class in the 1950s; the role of fraternities 
in campus life has changed; and finally, and, 
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thank heaven, there are girls on the campus 
now, and those of us from bygone years, 
when we visit during the school year, are 
prone to loiter (at our age what else could 
we do?) on the quadrangle and relish the 
parade of Sewanee co-eds with their clean-
scrubbed studious faces, their pony tails, 
and their supple student bodies.

Inevitably, those of us from an earlier 
time are sometimes disconcerted by all this 
newness. So, out of necessity, we go in search 
of something from the past, something to 
assure us of the essential permanence that 
we have always associated with Sewanee. We 
take comfort that Walsh hall and Carnegie 
are, at least outwardly, the same, as well as 
our library, now called Convocation hall. 

The fraternity houses, again at least out-
wardly, are much the same. Finally, there is 
the modest marker in the woods bordering 
University avenue and Green’s view road. 
Situated at the highest point on the Do-
main, it commemorates the location of the 
University’s original cornerstone, blown up 
by Yankee troops a few months after it was so 
ceremoniously laid in October 1860. 

Then our nostalgia takes us to Sewanee’s 
unforgettable vistas. From Green’s view the 
misty stillness of the valley below remains 
eternal and everlasting; and the same is true 
of the sunsets on the Mountain’s western 
brow as seen from Morgan’s Steep and from 
University view, where the Cross still stands 
unchanged. 

On my most recent visit, as I searched for 
things that are still as they were when I first 
knew them, my wanderings took me out to 
any number of those mountain streams and 
waterfalls and soaring bluffs overlooking the 
coves and valleys, which at twilight seem as 
old as time. and finally these wanderings 
took me to the enchanting estate known as 
Brinkwood, situated on the bluff overlook-
ing Lost Cove. 

This estate is now owned by a treasured 

friend, a lovely Nashville lady named Mary 
elizabeth Nelson, whose brother was at 
Sewanee with me. Mary elizabeth and I 
have always been intrigued by Brinkwood’s 
original owner, William alexander Percy, 
who was a student at Sewanee from 1900 
to 190�, and has been called Sewanee’s poet 
laureate of the 20th century. his young 
cousin Walker Percy and Walker’s boyhood 
friend, Shelby Foote, spent many happy 
summers at Brinkwood. 

I told Mary elizabeth about my reaction 
to so much newness at Sewanee and about 
my search for the old familiar things. She 
remembered that Will Percy, in his lyrical 
chapter on Sewanee in his autobiography, 
Lanterns on the Levee, had written about similar 

feelings when he returned to Sewanee in 
the 1930s. Indeed he had: “I come back to 
the mountain often and see with a pang, 
however different it may be to me, it is no 
different. ... Then with humility I try to 
blend and merge the past and the present, 
to reach the unchanging essence.” 

Then another of Percy’s observations 
caught my eye and gave crisp definition 
to Sewanee’s abiding permanence — its 
“unchanging essence”: “There’s no way to 
tell of youth or of Sewanee, which is youth, 
directly; it must be done obliquely and by 
parable.” 

These eloquent words showed me that 
what does not change and what cannot 
change at Sewanee is, indeed, the tonic 
of youth, which has nourished this special 
place from its beginnings. The constant that 
connects the generations lies in the hearts 
and minds of the graduates, and the special 
gift bestowed on them during their time on 
the Mountain. 

Sewanee’s gift to those nine brave stu-
dents who started it all in the autumn of 1868 
is precisely the same gift it has bestowed on 
the thousands of graduates since that time: 
academic assistance in abundance; but, 

more importantly, a jealously guarded indi-
vidual space in which students might explore 
and test the ideas that have shaped human 
history and draw conclusions according to 
their own lights. The University has always 
regarded this kind of unfettered analysis as 
central to the provocative liberal arts educa-
tion envisioned by the founders. 

Because of this unique approach to edu-
cation, together with the physical isolation 
of the incredibly beautiful surroundings, 
Sewanee graduates have come to look upon 
their four years there as the freest time in 
their lives; a time before the busy world 
seized them; a time before they joined the 
urgent commerce of the towns and cities; 
a time before they would hear the jingle of 

money, or be beckoned by the wily allure of 
success. Their time on that pristine plateau 
provided a season of introspection, when 
they inevitably discovered meaningful things 
about themselves, their abilities, their faults, 
their deepest convictions, and their darkest 
prejudices, and it was a season when they 
were given the rare opportunity to examine, 
in more depth than before or since, their 
relationship with their fellow man. 

This gift, passed down from generation 
to generation, forges an abiding kinship 
between the very first graduate and the 
very last; and, in this way, past and present, 
change and permanence, come together in 
perfect synthesis, and provide this singular 
institution with its unchanging essence.

John W. Boult, C’55, a Mississippi native and a 1958 
graduate of Vanderbilt Law School, was in military and 
government service for four years before beginning the 
practice of law in Tampa, Florida. He still lives there 
with his wife, Jimmy Lou, and has two children and 
two grandchildren. His memoir, Sheltered Places  
(Xlibris, 2001), contains a major chapter on 
Sewanee and is available by calling the publisher at 
888.795.4274 ext. 276.

What does not change and what cannot change

at Sewanee is the tonic of youth.
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On THIS Page: Seniors Kevin Hobbs, Eliza Greenman, Fallon Gnann, and Guine-
vere Barr were among the 17 majors in forestry, geology, and natural resources who 
conducted a study of the Franklin State Forest near Sewanee this spring. The stu-
dents are pictured here at the forest’s Tom Pack Falls. See page 8 for story. (Photo 
by Woodrow Blettel.) 

On THe COVer: There’s a musician under every tree during the Sewanee Summer 
Music Festival. Pictured here are a duo of violists from Tyler, Texas: Andrea Rutan, 
a student at Robert E. Lee High School, and Amber Paek, a business owner who 
has become a four-time festival veteran, after bringing her children here for several 
years as well. (Photo by Woodrow Blettel. )
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vice chancellor’s cornervice chancellor’s corner viewpoints
Dear Sewanee Alumni and Friends,

In the summer of 197�, Trudy and I had recently moved back to Tennessee after nine years in Oregon 
and Kentucky. Our daughters were four and one, and we were delighted to be able to bring them to 
Sewanee several times that summer. We walked in the woods, worshipped in All Saints’ Chapel, and took 
turns attending Sewanee Summer Music Center concerts. The music inspired us and made us long to 
be a part of it. At the end of the summer, when several Sewanee festival pianos were sold, we bought one 
of them, and now, after several moves, that piano is back on the Mountain, in Chen Hall, rarely having 
been played as well as it was that first summer.

In celebrating the Sewanee Summer Music Festival’s 50th anniversary this year, we will honor espe-
cially the vision and dedication of two people, Martha McCrory, the program’s longtime, highly effective 
director, and Edward McCrady, the University’s 11th vice 
chancellor, who enthusiastically supported the festival 
and helped it take shape.

I remember Dr. McCrady from the years before he 
returned to Sewanee to become vice chancellor in 1951. 
He and my father were friends in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
where I grew up, and my first memory of him goes back 
to around the time I was six; but my sharpest memory 
of him is from a few years later, when he was vested in 
the vice chancellor’s bright red ermine-lined cape for a 
major University convocation during my brother Bert’s 
(C’56) time as a Sewanee student. 

Dr. McCrady served as vice 
chancellor for 20 years, leading 
the University in many major 
developments that have been 
fundamental to its continuing 
strength and success, including racial integration, the admission of women, the 
completion of All Saints’ Chapel, much of which he designed himself, and the 
construction of Guerry Hall, Snowden Hall, the duPont Library, Woods Labo-
ratories, and many other facilities for academic and student life. 

This summer it will be a particular pleasure to join Martha McCrory in re-
membering Edward McCrady’s gifts as a violinist. Since I became vice chancellor in 
2000, Martha has been steady in her encouragement of my humble cello playing. 
She regularly takes my left hand to examine my finger tips for calluses, generally 
finding them softer than would be consistent with adequate practicing. And she 
often reminds me that, if I am diligent, I might yet be able to rise to the level of 
Vice Chancellor McCrady and be able to play at the back of the cello section in 
the Sewanee Summer Music Festival’s Cumberland Orchestra, as he did for years 

at the back of the violin section. We’ll see. It would be a high honor indeed.
I hope you will join us on the Mountain this summer, between June 17 and July 23, for as many of 

the Sewanee Summer Music Festival performances as you can attend. As always, the music will be spec-
tacular, and it will be a joy to celebrate the festival’s 50th anniversary and the extraordinary contributions 
of Edward McCrady and Martha McCrory. 

Martha McCrory, the music festival’s 
longtime director, in 1977.

Vice Chancellor McCrady, music festival supporter 
and participant, in the early 1970s.
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Sewanee Women Talk Back
I enjoyed the feature article on women at Sewanee (Winter 
2006). The article did leave out one interesting dimen-
sion — the reaction of alumni when women enrolled. In 
January 197�, I was on tour with the University Choir, 
and we were hosted in Georgia and Florida in the homes 
of alumni. It was a great experience, as was my time at 
Sewanee generally, but I wrote this to my parents about 
one of our hosts: “He said such things as, ‘Everything in 
this world can be classified as either consumer or con-
sumed. Do you honestly think women are anything but consumer 
items?’ ‘It’s fairly obvious that men are generally superior when 
you look at their strength and athletic achievement.’” At one point 
he asked, “What do the girls study at Sewanee?” I immediately said, 
“The same things the guys do.” Change is difficult, and I did give 
this alum points for hosting us! He might have been surprised to 

editor’s note

MUSIC AND SEWANEE have long been intertwined in my mind. 
I’m proud to say that my own sister, Jennifer Barlament, is among the 

successful alumni of the Sewanee Summer Music Festival, featured in this 
issue (pages 12–17). A clarinetist and a music major at Emory University, 

she attended what was then known as the Sewanee Summer Music Center in 199�. She then 
earned a master’s in music at the prestigious Eastman School of Music and completed 
the Orchestra Management Fellowship Program of the American Symphony Orchestra 
League. Today, she is the general manager of the Omaha Symphony Orchestra. 

Music was my major extracurricular activity — I played the flute — all through school 
as well. Yet after my college graduation I let the flute fall by the wayside — until I moved 
to Sewanee about three years ago. Since then, my after-work hours have rapidly filled 
with University orchestra (I’m pictured above at a rehearsal), an Irish band, wedding 
gigs, even flute lessons. 

It was a joy and an inspiration for me, therefore, to attend a week’s worth of SSMF 
activities last summer. The story only begins to outline all that I heard and learned, 
the wonderful people I met, and the concerts I enjoyed. From my point of view, these 
students and faculty are doing some truly exciting, top-notch music-making. And who 
can beat the ticket price? 

I hope you will be inspired to taste music on the Mountain this summer as well, as 
the Sewanee Summer Music Festival celebrates its 50th anniversary. — Laura Barlament

learn that I went on to graduate summa cum laude from 
Sewanee, earned a Ph.D. at Harvard University in political 
science (again I was a minority among the men), went to 
seminary for an M.Div., and was ordained to ministry. 
Now I am the director of the Worldwide Ministries Divi-
sion of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

MARIAN MCCLURE, C’76
Louisville, Kentucky

The Winter 2006 issue was received with great joy on my part. The 
cover story (“Sewanee Women: The Next Generation”) fulfilled 
my expectations thoroughly and gave me an idea of just how far 
women on the Mountain have come even since my graduation 
in 1997. Ten years ago, I could not have imagined that a women’s 
studies program would be greeted with such enthusiasm. As I paged 

from our readers
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through the stories, I was pleased with the overarching theme of 
women’s achievements on campus. 

My warm feelings quickly turned to dismay with the last article, 
a reflection on the changing nature of Sewanee by John W. Boult, 
C’55 (“Sewanee, Past and Present”). To leap from a resounding, 
issue-long appreciation of women’s role on campus to hearing them 
referred to as “girls on the campus,” and being ogled by men old 
enough to be their grandfathers watching “the parade of Sewanee 
co-eds with their clean-scrubbed studious faces, their ponytails, 
and their supple student bodies” reminded me of just how far the 
University still needs to go in recognizing and celebrating its women 
students’ accomplishments.

RACHEL MIERS HALLY, C’97
Rockville, Maryland

Something’s missing
Your recent article on Professor Deon Miles (Winter 2006) was 
inspirational and highlighted a truly dedicated professor. 

However, as I look through 1� pages of College Class Notes in 
the same issue, and observe photographs of 280–300 alumni, I 
am struck once again at the real dearth of African Americans in 
the huge majority of photos and images.

Surely the University of the South can do a better job of recruiting 
the best and the brightest of all Americans.

THOMAS GAILOR WARE DANIEL, C’70
Los Angeles, California

Sewanee’s musical expression
I wanted to drop you a line about the announcement concerning 
the University Choir’s residency at Wells Cathedral (Winter 2006). 

Allow me to reinforce how suc-
cessful the University Choir is in 
its “role of evangelism.” 

I believe that the quality of 
musicianship demonstrated on 
the choir’s newest CD is the finest 
it has ever been. This is extraor-
dinary when you consider the 
make-up of the University Choir, 
and it stands as a testimony to the 

many hours of hard work these students have devoted to sincere 
and dignified choral worship. 

Moreover, it is a tribute to Professor Delcamp and to his mission. 
Since the late 1970s, Dr. Delcamp has encouraged gifted Sewanee 
students, who, at most, have possessed only modest musical train-
ing. Taking this assembly of “auditionees,” a team from which he 
has never cut anyone, he has formed many an amateur choir, a choir 
which has a completely new roster every four years! Dr. Delcamp has 
made it his ministry to provide a musical expression of this Anglican 

university’s unique brand of liberal arts 
education. By creating a spiritual art, he 
has provided a vehicle by which these 
choral scholars can both expand their 
minds and worship their God. 

I, too, was blessed to be a part of this 
experience, and I know my Sewanee 
education benefited from it in an expo-
nential way. Countless others from the 
generations before and after me would 
resound in like manner.

WILLIAM W. HAMNER JR., C’92
Williamsburg, Virginia

Southern Heritage
In an e-mail exchange regarding the 
New York Times article of November 30, 
2005 (“In Desire to Grow, Colleges 
in South Battle with Roots,” quoted in 
“In the News,” Winter 2006), about 
Sewanee’s traditions and the controversial mace, a fellow alumnus 
mentioned to me that what he and others objected to was “the re-
visionism,” as if the loss of the mace signified an abandonment of 
Sewanee’s essential character and most cherished principles.

In supporting the removal of the mace (as one example of a 
“retired” tradition), I’m not advocating wholesale revisionism of 
Sewanee’s historical and academic heritage. I’m a strong believer in 
the traditional liberal arts education that Sewanee upholds. But the 
president of the Order of Gownsmen honor society doesn’t need 
to preside over ceremonies holding a symbol of his authority that 
bears a Confederate flag emblem and honors Nathan Bedford For-
rest — who achieved fame as a brilliant guerrilla fighter and infamy 
as the KKK’s founder, and has nothing to do with the University 
of the South. Symbols are important, and that mace — which had 
been a “hallowed tradition” for only 30 years — gave the ceremonies 
a neo-Confederate flavor. If I were an African American student 
receiving my hard-earned honorary gown, and I saw that mace and 
heard the story behind it, I’d have every right to feel offended, even 
a little bit betrayed: “Is this what Sewanee’s about? That’s not what 
they told me in Admissions. ...” 

Sewanee should remain distinctive and proud of its unique 
heritage, its academic excellence, its customs and its traditions; 
but, it should also be inclusive, progressive, and sensitive to the 
evolving culture within which it exists, and which it hopes to reflect 
and illuminate for young people as they prepare themselves for 
adult life. Doing this will require the courage of its convictions and 
a willingness to stand on good traditions — but it will also require 
flexibility and judgment. A steadfast, “don’t change anything” at-
titude is too easy, and doesn’t do justice to the kind of creative, 

The irrepressible Jan Drake-Lowther,   head resident of Tuckaway, helps spread joy at the 10th birthday celebration for Stirling’s 
Coffee House on March 31. 
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problem-solving, critical thinking that Sewanee seeks to instill and 
nurture in its students. I’d rather that Sewanee remain a vital place 
where I might encourage my own children to study — a place with 
an authentic, distinguished history, but still relevant and inspiring 
for young people of the 21st century.

Speaking of my own children, my daughter is in kindergarten 
at an Episcopal day school here in Los Angeles. They have chapel 
every morning and make no attempt to downplay the school’s roots 
in the Christian church. Yet, they also celebrate Jewish holidays and 
Ramadan, and they seek to make families of all faiths and back-
grounds feel at home, with the emphasis on academic excellence and 
diversity of thought and belief that is so central to the best Anglican 
tradition. My wife and I have been struck by how much it reminds 
us of our Sewanee experience. It seems to me that if Sewanee does 
whatever it takes to continue to be that kind of place, then it will 
survive — and thrive — for another 150 years.

PAUL HARRIS BOARDMAN, C’88
Los Angeles, California

‘Fiduciary’ analysis 
I think all alumni should be aware of a development proposal 
currently under discussion by the regents (“Domain development 
possibilities under study,” Winter 2006). It is a proposal to develop 
the Lake Dimmick area into an exclusive resort, by the same firm 
that built the Ford Plantation in Savannah.

At a January meeting at the Senior Citizens Center in Sewanee, 
a representative from this firm [DPS Development Company] ex-
plained that the regents have a fiduciary responsibility to consider 
how the University uses its land. What caught my attention was the 

use of the word “fiduciary.” How many of us actually know what it 
means? Most of us assume it means “financial” or “something to 
do with money.” But the truth is quite different.

The word “fiduciary” does not describe a financial relationship, 
it describes a moral one. Derived from the root “fiducia,” or “trust,” 
a fiduciary relationship is one in which “one person or entity has 
the power and obligation to act on behalf of another, under cir-
cumstances which require total trust, good faith and honesty.” In 
a fiduciary relationship, if there is a conflict between what is good 
for yourself and what is good for the other party, you must come 
down on the side benefiting the other party.

So what would a fiduciary relationship look like in this case? At 
the meeting, Mary Patten Priestley, C’72, brought up the fact that 
there is also available an 831-acre area called the Smith Tract. It has 
been clear-cut and is an eyesore. This tract would be a good candi-
date for development. And at the same time, there is a real housing 
crisis in Sewanee in that the people who educate our children, cook 
our food and fix things for us when they break, have been priced 
out of the housing market. For the most part, these individuals live 
in Cowan, Winchester, Monteagle, even Estill Springs, and drive 
here every day to work. The resulting economic segregation only 
weakens our community, and keeps us cut off from one another.

LISA HUMBERD RUNG, C’90
Sewanee, Tennessee

University Treasurer Jerry Forster, liaison with DPS, responds with an update on this work: 
“During the past year, at the direction of the Board of Regents, the University administra-
tion commissioned a feasibility study by the firm of Dolan, Pollak & Schram to explore 
the possibilities for construction of an environmentally sensitive home and recreational 
community somewhere on land owned by the University. A majority of members of this 
board believe that such a project could be beneficial to the University, and believe that 
because of the responsibilities entrusted to them, exploration of such issues, from time to 
time, is appropriate. This multi-phase study is still in its early stages, and to date there is no 
firm plan for moving forward with such a construction project. And, such a plan cannot 
develop without a great deal more discussion and support among the regents, trustees, 
and members of the Sewanee community. It is worth noting, though, that a particular 
emphasis of this study is the possibility of enhanced hotel and conference facilities, as well 
as the consideration of a retirement facility to accommodate a broad spectrum of retirees.” 
As of press time, a second community meeting was planned for late April.

write to us
We welcome letters. Letters should refer to material published in the magazine 
and include the writer’s full name, address, and telephone number. The editor 
reserves the right to determine the suitability of letters for publication and to 
edit them for accuracy and length. Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the University.

Write to: Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine, Office of Communications,  
735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
E-mail: lbarlame@sewanee.edu

write to us

The irrepressible Jan Drake-Lowther,   head resident of Tuckaway, helps spread joy at the 10th birthday celebration for Stirling’s 
Coffee House on March 31. 
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dible (in his recollection) by the billowing 
plastic sheets over the windows of the as-yet 
unfinished chapel on that blustery day. 

Despite his self-deprecation, Dunlap 
went on to an illustrious career. He was a 
Rhodes Scholar and recipient of a Ph.D. 
in English language and literature from 
Harvard. He taught at Harvard and the 
University of South Carolina, where he 
won many teaching awards, and became 
president of Wofford in 2000. 

Dunlap’s many publications include po-
ems, essays, anthologies, and opera libretti. 
As a writer-producer for public television, 
Dunlap has been responsible for more than 
200 programs. His 19-part series The Renais-
sance has been adopted for use by more than 
100 colleges and universities.

William Polk Carey was educated at 
Princeton University and the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School. He be-
gan his career in international corporate 
finance in 1959 and brought the first 
foreign direct investment into Australia 
in 1960. He founded New York-based 
W. P. Carey & Co. in 1973, and over the 
past 30 years it has evolved into the world’s 
largest publicly traded limited liability 

Derek Bing, C’93, and 
Townsend Zeigler, C’06, 
chat at a networking recep-
tion during Career Services’ 
annual Beyond the Gates 
program in January. This 
event brings alumni and 
students together on campus 
to share information about 
postgraduate life and work. 
A financial planner in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, Bing 
presented a session on bud-
geting and personal finance, 
which Zeigler said he found 
eye-opening.

Benjamin B. Dunlap Jr. (left) and William Polk Carey

Dunlap and Carey receive Sewanee honorary degrees

Son, take it from me — keep your checkbook balanced!

Senior project benefits 
students and state 

The 17 graduating senior majors in for-
estry, geology, and natural resources were 
already using their accumulated skills in a 
hands-on, real-life project during their 
final semester at Sewanee. 

A senior capstone project is required of 
students in those majors. This year, they 
focused on the 7,000-acre Franklin State 
Forest, which straddles the Franklin and 
Marion county line near Sewanee. 

The students inventoried the forestry, 
geology, and archaeological features on the 
tract. Using GPS technology, they worked 
on a map of the forest. They also compiled 
information about the ownership and land 
values of adjacent property, much of which 
is undergoing private development. 

John Kunz, C’68, recently became 
the manager of the Franklin and Bledsoe 
state forests. He said the students have 
helped him accumulate quite a bit of the 
data he needs. The students made several 
presentations to state officials during the 
semester, and all of this information is 
being compiled in an interactive Web site. 
(See <www.sewanee.edu/Forestry_Geology> 
for a link.) 

“The state people were excited to get 
information they didn’t have already, and 
the project gave our students real-life expe-
rience with a client outside the University, 
whose needs they had to address,” said Ken 
Smith, associate professor of forestry and 
geology. 

See the inside front cover of this maga-
zine for a photo of the students at work. 

At the opening convocation of the Easter 
2006 semester, Sewanee welcomed 
Benjamin B. Dunlap Jr., C’59, president of 
Wofford College, and William Polk Carey, 
founder and chairman of W. P. Carey & 
Co. Both were awarded honorary doctoral 
degrees from the University, and Dunlap 
delivered the convocation address.

Dunlap was the valedictorian of the class 
of 1959, and he began his talk by recalling 
that occasion, poking fun at the “self-in-
dulgent Romanticism” of his speech, which 
was undermined and made almost inau-

company. The firm owns and manages 
more than 680 commercial and industrial 
properties throughout North America, 
Europe, and Asia. In January 2003, the 
W. P. Carey Foundation endowed the W. P. 
Carey School of Business at Arizona State 
University.
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Over the past year, the word “friend” 
has taken on a whole new mean-
ing at Sewanee, says Lucia Dale, 

assistant professor of mathematics and 
computer science.

This phenomenon is not unique to the 
Mountain college community, however. 
Last spring, Facebook.com added Sewanee 
to its already burgeoning social networking 
Web site. 

When a college or university is added to 
Facebook, any person with an e-mail ad-
dress from that college (in Sewanee’s case, 
an e-mail ending in @sewanee.edu) can 
open an account at the site, create a “pro-
file” that includes a large variety of personal 
information and photographs, and start 
networking with other Facebook users. 

That’s where the new use of the word 
“friend” comes into play. Through Face-
book, individuals send each other messages 
asking to be added to their “friends” list. To 
view the full profiles of students at other 
schools, a user must be a “friend” of the 
profile owner. (You can view all informa-
tion about another student at your school, 
unless that person has chosen to restrict his 
or her profile to viewing by “friends” only.) 
Each person’s profile records how many 
“friends” he or she has at Sewanee; and a 
user who visits others’ profiles finds out 
how many “friends” they have in common 
and how that user is connected to others 
via this network.

a national phenomenon
Perhaps surprisingly at a small and intimate 

campus like Sewanee, Facebook has become 
a phenomenally popular locus of social 
interaction.

As of March, Facebook had registered 
more than 1,900 Sewanee users; the cur-
rent college student enrollment is just 
slightly over 1,�00. Facebook representa-
tive Chris Hughes said that he could not 
provide the breakdown of students, faculty, 
and staff included in that number (profiles 
do show a user’s reported university affili-
ation), but that number includes many or 

THe FaCeBOOk  
neTWOrk

more than 2,100 colleges

more than 6 million 

accounts nationwide

more than 1,900 Sewanee 

accounts 

Online social network a hit at Sewanee, 
despite potential dangers

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  1 0
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most of the 292 members of the class of 
2005 who signed up before graduating. 

That’s on a par with the national popu-
larity of the site. According to a March 
cover story in USA Today, the Web site had 
more than 6.1 million users from more 
than 2,100 colleges (recently, Facebook has 
started adding high schools to its network 
as well). The total number of visitors to 
the site increased by 272 percent between 
February 2005 and February 2006. 

“Student social and information culture 
has changed, which impacts most of campus 
culture,” says Bryan Alexander, a researcher 
with NITLE, a non-profit organization 
that promotes the effective use of technol-
ogy in liberal education. “Students now 
have a different background in terms of 
self-presentation, friendship networks, 
expectations of privacy. Their sense of 
digital differentiation from their elders 
also has deepened.” 

faCebook addiCtion
Dale said she knew she needed to check out 
Facebook when one of her freshman advi-
sees told her last spring, “No one’s going 
to get anything done this weekend, because 
we just got Facebook!” Many students at 
least half-jokingly describe Facebook use 
as an addiction — an irresistible way of 
expanding their social network, commu-
nicating with friends, sharing jokes, and 
procrastinating. 

“It plays to a trait they have that previ-
ous generations didn’t have — computer 
use,” says Eric Hartman, dean of students. 
“From blogging to e-mail to Web use, that’s 
where they go to search for information. 
They have this idea that knowledge exists, 
and you can search and find it. That has 
always been part of their life. You want there 
to be something to search that’s about you 
— and it should be interesting and funny 
and sexy if possible.” 

The Facebook profile is a template where 
users can fill in as much or as little infor-
mation as they want — and the answers don’t 
have to be serious or honest. It can (and 
usually does) include the profile owner’s 

college, major, high school, residence, 
birthday, hometown, contact information, 
favorite music, TV shows, books, movies, 
and even relationship status and sexual 
identity. Students also use the site to create 
or join groups. They focus on common 
interests ranging from University-centered 
organizations like the Order of Gownsmen 
or Greek organizations, to movies with a 
cult following, to “Reishman for Dean” or 
“Proud to Be a Yankee” or other unprint-
able topics. 

Users post photo albums on their 
Facebook pages and send messages, either 
privately (to be viewed only by the recipi-
ent) or publicly, posted on the section of 
a profile called “The Wall.” The “poke” is 
a third form of communication — like an 
electronic wink, it contains no information 
except that one person was thinking of the 
recipient of his “poke.” (Between 6 a.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. on February 28, by the way, 
more than 1,000 “pokes” had been given 
at Sewanee and 7�9 photos uploaded, ac-
cording to a daily statistical survey available 
on the site.) 

Students say that, besides the site’s 
game-like “addictive” qualities, it’s a use-
ful, centralized way of keeping in touch 

with friends from high school or from 
other colleges. It has also become a way to 
organize or advertise events and parties 
in a targeted way. Unlike MySpace.com, 
a similar Web service, Facebook promotes 
networking among people who already 
know each other from school or college.

perilouS revelationS
Chris Purdy, C’06, says he usually goes 
on Facebook once a day and “tries to be 
witty.” “I try to build myself up in every 
way possible,” he says, jokingly. He doesn’t 
expect people to take it seriously. “It’s a lot 
of inside jokes,” he explains.

But problems can arise when outsiders 
take a look at what the students consider 
jokes. That’s why Facebook.com has been 
grabbing headlines over the last several 
months. Disciplinary incidents and even 
criminal cases have been made against 
students at universities across the nation 
(though not yet at Sewanee) because of 
information they revealed on Facebook. 
Employers and graduate schools are check-
ing out applicants through their Facebook 
profiles and other ways that students reveal 
their opinions and activities online, such as 
blogs. Harassment and “stalking” have also 
been associated with the site. 

At Sewanee, Dean Hartman says his 
Facebook surveillance has been limited to 
helping him better understand students’ 
emotional health. “It represents students’ 
lives, from their friends to the groups they 
subscribe to. It’s like walking into their 
dorm room and seeing all the posters on 
the walls, the organizations they belong to, 
their major. It also gives insight into their 
sense of humor and into any risky behavior 
they may be engaging in.”

He maintains a presence on Facebook 
because he wants it to be more like a “true 
community.” “In true community, there is 
no void of external perception and men-
toring,” he says. 

Although he sees the risks of Facebook, 
he tries to harness its power instead of 
frowning on it. “I wish I had more time to 
look at it,” he concludes. “I’d be a better 
dean.” — Laura Barlament

“[Looking at a student’s 

Facebook profile] is like 

walking into their dorm room 

and seeing all the posters on 

the walls, the organizations 

they belong to, their major.” 

— Eric Hartman, dean of 

students

n  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  �
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The University once again had some of 
the best scores in the nation in the 2005 
edition of the National Survey of Student 
Engagement, or NSSE. 

NSSE surveys freshmen and seniors to 
measure five benchmarks: level of academic 
challenge, active and collaborative learn-
ing, student-faculty interaction, enriching 
educational experiences, and supportive 
campus environment.

SeleCted media quoteS from SeWanee people

“Sewanee junior tanner horton-Jones, 20, said dressing up for class and wearing 
the gowns show respect for faculty members. ‘If someone comes to class in pajamas, 
we look at them like, “What?”’ the Tuscaloosa, Ala., resident said. ‘If you dress nicely 
for class, you show you care.’” — “Gowns in a College Town: Revered Tradition Marks 
University of the South,” Chattanooga Times Free Press, March 11, 2006

“S. dixon myers, outreach coordinator for Sewanee, says the university has cautioned 
the volunteers [students working at Camp Coast Care in Long Beach, Mississippi, 
during spring break] not to be too harsh on their classmates when they return. ‘When 
they get back from such an intense experience, it may be difficult for them to relate 
to students who just went out and got drunk on the beach,’ he says. ‘We tell them not 
to be haughty about it, but to describe their experience in a way that will get other 
students on board.’” — “For Spring Break, Thousands of Students Are Volunteering 
in the Gulf Coast,” The Chronicle of Higher Education, March 17, 2006

“Dr. robin gottfried worries about development on Monteagle Mountain and near 
his Franklin County home, where he has lived for the last six years. But Dr. Gottfried, 
an economics professor at the University of the South, is quick to note that he has taken 
advantage of the same beauty that draws countless home buyers. ‘We all benefit from 
these common views. … But we want to have our house here,’ he said, pointing back 
to his two-story home in the wooded distance.” — “Mountain Balancing Act: Natural 
Beauty, Increasing Development Challenge Three-County Corridor,” Chattanooga Times 
Free Press, January 16, 2006

“‘She [Liberia’s new president, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf] is a very strong lady,’ says elwood 
dunn, who served in the administration of Liberian president William Tolbert along 
with Sirleaf, and who now teaches political science at the University of the South in 
Sewanee, Tenn. ‘She’s always been focused and politically ambitious since the 1970s.’” 
— “For Liberia’s ‘Iron Lady,’ Toughness Part of Territory,” Washington Post, December 
16, 2005

“Built in an age, the mad wind’s night-work, / The 
frolic architecture of the snow” — Ralph Waldo 
Emerson’s lines (from “The Snow-Storm”) seem 
appropriate to this view of Shapard Tower in early 
February. 

Student engagement remains high at the University,  
national Survey of Student engagement (nSSe) shows

In the category of level of academic 
challenge, for instance, Sewanee first-year 
students rated the college at 61.9, com-
pared with the NSSE overall first-year top 
10 percent rating of 56. For seniors, the 
comparison was 66.9 for Sewanee students 
versus 59.� for the NSSE top 10 percent. 

Look for Sewanee’s complete scores at 
<www2.sewanee.edu/communications/
news>.

in the news
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They struggle. They sweat. And 
note by note, the students and 
faculty of the Sewanee Summer 
Music Festival succeed in 
creating something beautiful.
Glimpses from the last week of 
the festival’s �9th season. 

B y  L a u r a  B a r L a M e n t

W hen the students of last year’s Sewanee Summer Music 
Festival took their seats for Sewanee Symphony rehears-
als, they must have trembled sometimes. That’s because 

when Maestro Victor Yampolsky, the festival’s 2005 artistic director, 
is displeased, he does not hold back. He cajoles. He berates. He 
mutters insults. He yells. 

But, he also loves those students, and they love him back. 
In this tension between frustration and love, between expecta-

tion and ability, between potential and actuality, the students and 
faculty at the Sewanee Summer Music Festival push each other, 
learn from each other, and create something beautiful. During 
five hot and sticky summer weeks on the Mountain, music students 
from all around the world come together and, under the tutelage 
of a dedicated and very talented faculty, play millions of notes and 
learn scores of works. The students and faculty together present 2� 
concerts in those five weeks. Surrounded by people who share their 

A highlight of the Sewanee Summer Music Festival is the annual student concerto 
competition. The winners perform with the Sewanee Symphony during the last 
week of the festival. Here, Victor Yampolsky conducts one of the 2005 winners, 
Whitney Noble, in the Concerto for Clarinet by Aaron Copland. 
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obsession with the demanding, thrilling world of classical music, 
these young people “get a taste,” as one longtime associate of the 
festival said, “of what music is all about.” 

Prelude
It’s Sunday evening, July 17, and time for the last weekly all-camp 
meeting of the �9th Sewanee Summer Music Festival. The festival’s 
nerve center, Guerry Hall, is a chaotic scene. In the lobby, the 
sounds and smells are reminiscent of a high school assembly. 
Students swarm around the boxes containing the weekly schedule 
and orchestral parts. The chattering and laughing continue in the 
auditorium. One young man is onstage at the piano, banging out 
some Gershwin. Small groups of acolytes surround various faculty 
members. Some students are perusing their new music for the 
week. One holds out her left hand, fingering and throbbing on an 
invisible violin neck. 

In the lobby Mark Savage, the festival’s managing director, yells, 
“OK, everyone inside.” He soon appears onstage, takes the mike, 
and announces, “Welcome to the last all-camp meeting!” There 
are “aw’s,” then applause. He hands over the mike to Maestro 
Yampolsky.

A stooped man with gray hair, Yampolsky has a mischievous smile 
that upon provocation can quickly flip to a scowl. A native of Russia 
who came to the U.S. in 1973, he retains a distinctive manner of 
speaking English that turns “music” into “myoozeek” and neglects 
to use definite and indefinite articles. 

First, he congratulates them on the afternoon’s performances. 
Every student is assigned by ability and experience to one of the 
festival’s two orchestras — the Sewanee Symphony and Cumber-
land Orchestra — which give concerts every Sunday. The Sewanee 
Symphony’s accompaniment of SSMF faculty member Janet Sung on 
the Erich Korngold violin concerto was “magneefeecent,” he says, 
and the audience applauds. 

This week, he says, they have the busiest schedule of the sum-
mer: Besides their regular Sunday performances, the Cumberland 
Symphony has an additional concert in Monteagle, and the Sewanee 
Symphony is accompanying the concerto competition winners. The 
repertoire is also most demanding: The Cumberland Symphony will 
be playing Wagner and Liszt and accompanying a trumpet concerto, 
and the Sewanee Symphony is taking on Mahler’s Symphony No. 
1, “The Titan.” So, Yampolsky announces, he has decided to give 
them a break and cancel the final weekly student chamber music 
concert. 

Some hiss, others cheer in response. “That’s my reason, that’s 
how it’s going to be,” says Yampolsky. “Now, collect yourselves to pro-
duce a performance you will remember for the rest of your life.” 

Theme
Each day starts with orchestra rehearsals: at 9 a.m. four days, at  
8 a.m. two days; and on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

For the next 12–13 hours of each day, the students are in orchestra 
rehearsals, master classes, chamber music rehearsals, or lessons. 
Or, they practice. Rehearsals end Monday and Tuesday at 9 p.m. 
On Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights, there are 
faculty concerts to attend or their own concerts to perform: A total 
of seven concerts that week. 

When asked what she expected her students would do with all she 
had taught them once they got home, flute instructor Patricia George 
said, “First I expect they’ll sleep for about a week.” 

Like a Sound of Nature
At 9 o’clock Monday morning, the Sewanee Symphony’s string sec-
tion is in place on the stage of Guerry Auditorium to begin rehearsal 
of Mahler’s First. It’s a moment they have looked forward to since they 
arrived. “It’s just such an amazing piece. I’m pumped,” says violinist 
Bonnie Deeds, a music performance major at SUNY Fredonia. 

Perhaps the reason that a 21st-century college student can still 
find this music, written in the late 19th century, so exciting is that it 
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A Star-Studded History

Started as the Sewanee Summer Music Center in 1956 by Vice Chancellor Edward McCrady, 
the annual music fest on the Mountain has attracted and produced quite a list of stars of 

the classical music world. 
That tradition started even before the current 

SSMF did. In 1950 and ’51, Sewanee played host to the 
Cumberland Forest Festival. Directed by distinguished 
American composer Roy Harris, the musicians who 
assembled on the Mountain included violinist Josef 
Gingold, concertmaster of the NBC Symphony un-
der Arturo Toscanini and of George Szell’s Cleveland 
Orchestra; Austrian-born conductor Richard Lert, who 
had met Brahms as a child; and the young Lorin Maazel, 
now music director of the New York Philharmonic. 

Since then, some of the world’s best-known soloists 
have come to the Mountain: Dale Clevenger, French 
horn; Edgar Meyer, double bass; Mark O’Connor, 
concert fiddler; as well as top chamber ensembles like 
Russia’s St. Petersburg Quartet and the Tokyo String 
Quartet. 

Though the festival can boast of drawing such lights 
to its stage, at its heart it is about individual student de-
velopment. As a result, some of its students have become 

stars in their own right, such as Elisabeth Adkins, SSMC ’72, ’73, associate concertmaster with 
the National Symphony; Madeline Adkins, SSMC ’91–’95, associate concertmaster with the 
Baltimore Symphony; international concert pianist William Ransom, SSMC ’71–’75; and Joan 
Jeanrenaud, SSMC ’70–’73, cellist with the Kronos String Quartet for 20 years and currently 
a solo artist and composer. 

No history of the festival would be complete without Martha McCrory, its longtime executive 
director who shaped the festival and gave it its unique character. Steven Shrader, professor 
of music and SSMF artistic director from 2000 to 2003, describes her role in the festival’s 
history:

“Present at the creation [of the SSMC] was a young cellist of extraordinary capacities named 
Martha McCrory. … McCrory became executive director of the center in 1963, and remained 
at this post for a remarkable tenure, retiring in 1998. During the 1960s, the center expanded 
dramatically under McCrory’s leadership, and by the end of that decade had more or less 
assumed its present structure: two student orchestras and a festival orchestra composed of 
faculty and advanced students. The present festival continues the vision of McCrory in its 
focus on student development (as opposed to creating performance vehicles for established 
professionals) and its unique devotion to chamber music performance.”

This focus on the individual is perhaps the main factor that distinguishes the SSMF from 
other festivals, says Mark Savage, SSMF managing director since 200�. “We’re more personal 
[than other festivals], much more concerned for individual students and what they’re getting 
out of this place. We treat each person as if they’re the most important student we have.”

According to Victor Yampolsky, director of orchestras at Northwestern University and last 
year’s SSMF artistic director, the festival has a bright future as well as a grand past. “My view 
of Sewanee is as a very special place with almost unlimited possibilities for music. There is 
the tremendous knowledge of the faculty, tremendous support from the community and the 
University, the striking natural beauty, and the wonderful Southern hospitality. This place is 
an exciting combination of those ingredients.”

Top: Michael Strauss, principal violist 
of the Indianapolis Symphony Orches-
tra, instructs Claire Long of Chicago 
during a master class in 2005. Above: 
Edgar Meyer (shown in rehearsal with 
the festival orchestra), a solo classical 
bassist and composer, played his own 
bluegrass-inflected concerto during 
the 2004 Sewanee Summer Music 
Festival. 
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is a portrait of Mahler’s own soul writ large, in 50 minutes of lurch-
ing emotional ups and downs, shot through with ironic quotations 
as well as earnest romanticism. “His idea of writing a symphony was 
outgrowth of search for his identity,” Yampolsky explains. Mahler 
was only 2� years old when he started the piece — a young musician 
in love with the art form and eager to prove himself in it, much like 
the students at the SSMF. 

While black formalwear is still the norm for concerts, flip-flops, T 
shirts, and shorts are standard for SSMF rehearsals. On the podium, 
Maestro Yampolsky — wearing flip flops himself — announces, “Wel-
come to the final week of Sewanee Summer Music Festival number 
�9.” A few of the students yell, “Woo-hoo!” And they get to work. 

He directs them to start several bars into the first movement. The 
cellos play a low, soft, mysterious repeated figure that ascends and 
ascends with each iteration: 1, 2, 3, tri-pe-let, 1, 2, 3, tri-pe-let. 

“Slowly, drawn out, like a sound of nature” is how the composer 
defined the tempo and style of this movement. Yampolsky calls it a 
“gigantic prelude or tone-color painting of nature, with mountains, 
birds, storms, thunder. It is filled with the joy of being alive and 
struck by the awesome nature around us, absorbed into it.” 

At least at the beginning here, it sounds fairly straightforward. Yet, 
as Yampolsky warns the students several times during the course of 
the week, “Mahler was not normal.” The Maestro has several things 
in mind when he makes this statement, but primarily he means that 
nothing in this music fits into the musical schema that these students 
have encountered before. “These students are mostly equipped by 
a middle-of-the-road classical training,” says Yampolsky. “Their 
understanding of melodies, musical lines are preliminary and very 
square. With this kind of knowledge their understanding of sym-
phonies of Mahler is not quite sufficient.” 

In other words, these three hours of rehearsal are the beginning 
of a long journey. “I choose repertoire which is above their level but 
reachable,” Yampolsky tells me later. “So they can say ‘Wow, we did 
that.’ So there is possibility for them to feel accomplishment.”

Back at the rehearsal, Yampolsky asks the cellos to play again. 
“You need to play one bar per bow because you’re a small section, 
for Mahler, and you need to produce more sound.” They play. They 
stop. In the end, it accelerates a bit. Play it again. And again. … 

Forte
At 10 a.m. on Tuesday, the low brass section of the Cumberland 
Symphony — that is, tuba, bass trombone, and three tenor trom-
bones, all guys — sit in Woods Lab 216, immersed in Liszt’s famous 
tone poem Les Préludes. 

Jamie Box, principal trombonist of the Montreal Symphony, is 
conducting the sectional. He directs them to the andante section. 
Rich chords fill the concrete walls. Cutting them off, Box asks the 
bass trombonist, Derek, “Why are you playing louder here?” Derek, 
who’s a rising high school senior from The Colony, Texas, says with 
impeccable logic: “I have ff [double forte] and back there it was f 
[forte].” “That’s a good answer,” Box replies. “But, no matter what, 
we have to go with what the group decides to play. Play at the volume 
the group decides. Later, you can suggest, ‘Hey, guys, this says double 
forte, I think we should play louder here.’” 

After a moment, Box — who lives, it should be noted, in Quebec 
— continues. “Who knows what forte means — in French?” “Strong?” 
someone ventures. “Yes. I know I’m getting a little philosophical 
here, but one of the things I’ve learned is that ‘forte’ doesn’t always 
mean loud. As a trombonist who has to count a lot of rests, I’ve 
thought about this a lot. I can make a chain saw loud, but I can’t give 
it that full, rich sound of a trombone.” 

They play the passage again. Later Derek tells me he started playing 
trombone in fourth grade, because a friend had an instrument that 
he let Derek borrow. “At first I taught myself, then I got some teach-
ers, and now I’ve gotten to study with the principal trombonist of the 
Montreal Symphony, Jamie Box! I’ve learned so much in five weeks. 
I’ve absorbed so much information, my head is full to exploding. I 
can’t wait to go back home and show people what I’ve learned.” 

Like a Sound of Nature, Continued
At 9:�0 a.m. on Wednesday in Guerry Auditorium, the Sewanee 
Symphony — with the full ensemble present — is again in the first 
movement of the Mahler. The music is soft and mysterious, with 
little cuckoos and twitters from clarinet and flute. 

Yampolsky stops and bursts out: “Don’t lose notes! You’re losing 
notes all the time!” He mutters something unintelligible. “Don’t 
lose notes!”

They start again. Yampolsky cuts them off. “Flutes and clarinets, 
do me this favor. DO NOT PLAY BEFORE YOU LOOK AT ME!” 
He continues his rant in a mutter. “You have no idea. You’re chil-
dren in a crib. You’re not ready. You don’t have the emotion, the 
know-how, and I don’t think you have the desire. … OK, let’s try 
it again from 16.” 

He stops. “It’s late! It’s late!” He claps and sings out the music. 
Then he rehearses harps and horns. The harps come in late. He 

stops and corrects them and has them play it again. “It’s not clean. I 

“I’ve made such great friends here,” said violinist Tosha Knibb of Miami, pictured 
second from left. “I’ve met people who enjoy music just as much as I do.” 
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don’t hear clear notes.” Starts again, stops again. Another outburst: 
“Is that the way you play everything?! According to whatever?!”

They play it again. He stops and says, “That’s good, excellent.” 
And starts the piece over, but stops right after a horn entrance. “What 
is your name?” From the back of the stage, someone says, “Paul.” 
“Paul,” Yampolsky says, “you must promise me to pick up new habit 
when you’re under my command. You must be ready! Not being 
ready is recipe for disaster! I do everything in my power to give you 
environment to make it work, but you must be ready!” 

The work goes on. 

The Most Outstanding Studio
At 2:05 p.m. the mellow sound of a clarinet ensemble insinuates 
itself from Woods Lab 238 into the hallway. A handwritten sign on 
the door proclaims: 

Sewanee Summer
Music Festivals [sic]
Most Outstanding Studio
The Clarinets

The dark, woody sound of a calmly flowing, Classical-style melody 
is punctuated by the steady toc-toc-toc of a metronome. Suddenly 
the music changes style. A lone clarinet plays repeated short notes. 
The room erupts in female laughter. They manage to restart with 
only occasional giggles bursting out. When the piece ends, some-
one comments, “I kind of like that.” “I do too. It’s just kinda long.” 
“That’s OK!”

Solo
It’s 3:20 on Thursday afternoon. Tosha Knibb, a rising senior at 
the New World School of the Arts in Miami and section chair of the 
second violins in the Cumberland Orchestra, is standing barefoot in 
front of a mirror in a cramped office in Guerry basement, playing 
the first two notes of the Bruch violin concerto. G to B-flat: again, 
and again, and again. 

Between attempts, Thomas Moore — a longtime SSMF faculty 
member — gives a steady stream of corrections. “Lead with the elbow 
and the up bow,” he says. “Don’t bend your body when you do it. 

Feel the first finger on the up bow. Feel the little finger on the down 
bow.” G, B-flat; G, B-flat. Et cetera. 

“Now you’ve gotten the shift better, but you forgot your vibrato,” 
says Moore. She plays them again. “Imagine the orchestra support 
for what you’re playing.” She plays them again.

“We’ve got to get beyond these two notes or you’ll never get 
interviewed again,” he jokes. 

It’s Knibb’s first summer at Sewanee, but she studies with Moore 
year round in Miami. By all appearances, they’re an odd couple: 
Her chocolate skin, hair in long cornrows, shy smile and quiet 
voice contrasts with his bald white pate, scruffy beard, and gruff 
demeanor. Yet the comfort level between them is obvious. 

He stops her again at a big shift. She needs to learn that interval, 
Moore says. “Measure it so that we really hear it,” he says. “Move 
your arm, not just your hand; don’t go beyond it; measure it, slide, 
slide! … Now make sure you hold it long enough.” 

“You’ve gotta be aware of absolutely everything.” 
They go on, he playing along with her. In such close quarters, 

the sound those two powerful violinists make is tremendous. 
When they come to another big stretch, he stops and shows me 

how small her hands are. Sometimes they develop alternate finger-
ings that fit her hand better. “But she’s very talented, and she makes 
up for it very well,” he says with obvious pride. “She manages,” he 
keeps saying, as if it always surprises him. 

At about �, the next student comes in and plunks down on the 
couch while Moore finishes marking fingerings and bowings on the 
Bruch. Then he flips a couple pages and plays the beginning of the 
third movement — a minefield of double, triple, and quadruple 
stops (in other words, multiple notes played simultaneously and, 
in this case, fast). “That’s what you have to look forward to,” he says 
to his student with a mischievous smile. 

Chamber Music
At 3:30 p.m. on Friday, a small group of musicians from the 
Sewanee Symphony has gathered in the harp room, as the Univer-
sity Gallery is known during SSMF. The room is strewn with harp 
dollies and harp covers, cello cases, women’s black pumps, boxes, 
notebooks, music, and other assorted objects. An upright piano 
sits along a wall. 

These are a few of the students who refused to give up their last 
opportunity to play chamber music during this festival. They’ve 
arranged their own groups, reserved St. Luke’s Chapel for a Sat-
urday afternoon performance, and are using their free time to 
rehearse. 

This group is working on Maurice Ravel’s Introduction and Al-
legro for harp, flute, clarinet, and string quartet. There’s only one 
problem: They still need a cello player. The principal cellist in the 
Sewanee Symphony has injured her bowing arm. “It’s gone numb” 
she says, glumly. “I hope it gets better, because I really want to play 
the Mahler. It’s one of my favorite pieces.” 

They discuss every possible cellist they could ask, from faculty 
members to students. They even talk about adapting the part for 
viola or contrabassoon, which makes them laugh. Finally, the in-
jured cellist and the harpist go off together to track down somebody 

The double bass section contributed a show-stopping rendition of Bizet’s Carmen 
Fantasy to the student-organized chamber music recital. 



who’s willing to play.
The others entertain themselves with fiddling around on their 

instruments and gossiping for a while, then decide to start practicing 
even without the cello part. After about half an hour of rehearsing, 
they finish the piece. “Well, God, we ended together, that was a 
miracle,” says the violist. 

Less than 2� hours later, the ensemble — complete with a real-
live cellist — is performing the piece beautifully to a packed house 
in St. Luke’s Chapel. 

The underground recital turns out to have admirable breadth 
and variety. Besides the Ravel, there’s a Schubert piano impromptu 
arranged for string quintet by an SSMF student, Humberto Colon-
Rivera, who’s a double bassist himself; the percussion ensemble 
“Three Dream Sequences” by Walter Ross — a series of short pieces 
that requires at least 10 instruments and six performers; a prelude 
from Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier; and Debussy’s La Cathédrale 
Engloutié for a harp quintet.

“It’s because of the passion and dedication of these students that 
this concert happened,” says Elaine Barber, the harp instructor. 
“They scheduled the rehearsal, they typed the program, they made 
the posters. They wanted to make music so much, and they made 
this happen.” 

But the final number is the show-stopper: Bizet’s Carmen Fantasy 
for an octet of double basses. They have fun with the performance, 
wearing black-and-red costumes and introducing themselves dra-
matically with shouts of “España!” and “olé!” After all, eight double 
basses playing the toreador song and the habanera sounds a bit like 
eight elephants dancing the Nutcracker might look. When they finish, 
the audience claps and cheers, and someone tosses roses at them as 
they depart down the aisle.

Finale
By 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, the musicians in Guerry Auditorium are 
ready, as Maestro Yampolsky said less than a week ago, to produce a 
performance to remember. 

The Cumberland Orchestra, first to perform, is onstage. Parents 
in the audience are waving and wielding videocameras. “I’ve behaved 
myself for five weeks,” says one mom. “Now it’s my turn to embarrass 
him. Maybe I’ll shout, ‘Mommy loves you!’”

The concertmaster, a tiny girl with long blond hair, takes the 
stage to enthusiastic cheers. At SSMF, every concert audience is a 
little more keyed-up than anything you’ll see on the professional 
stage. James Fellenbaum, the energetic young conductor, bounds 
up to the podium, and the solo trumpet’s mysterious introduction 
to Wagners’ Rienzi overture gets the music started. 

The audience heartily applauds both the Wagner and the Hadyn 
trumpet concerto with the charismatic virtuoso Ryan Anthony, a 
former Canadian Brass member who served on the SSMF faculty 
this summer; but the orchestra saves its finest work for the Liszt. 
The audience gives them a long, exuberant ovation, during which 
the Sewanee Symphony players wriggle out of the auditorium to take 
their turn onstage. 

When the applause stops, the second-stand cellist, a young man 

with a big mop of curly hair, turns to the cellists behind him, smiles, 
and gives a thumbs-up. 

There’s another exuberant welcome for the Sewanee Symphony’s 
concertmaster and Yampolsky. And for the next hour, the musicians 
take us along on the journey they’ve been traveling all week, the 
culmination of their time here at Sewanee: Mahler’s wild amalgam 
of cheerfulness and melancholy; loud exuberance and sudden ex-
haustion; earthiness and refinement; goofiness and seriousness; 
irony and innocence — all these contrasting moods and moments, 
enclosed by the sounds of nature: birds calling, rain falling, thunder 
pounding, streams rushing, leaves rustling. 

It mirrors the Sewanee Summer Music Festival itself, in fact: This 
group of young musicians, bursting with passion and self-doubt 
and dedication and humor and intelligence and pride, meeting in 
this Arcadian wood, the Domain.

Coda
By �:�5, people are packing up backstage. Digital cameras flash, 
and then the group huddles around the camera to admire their 
own image. Students and faculty are shaking hands and hugging. 
Others are lined up to shake hands and take pictures with Maestros 
Yampolsky and Fellenbaum. Students give each other big hugs — two 
girls rock back and forth, locked in embrace. 

As I leave, I see Derek the bass trombonist and Tosha the violinist 
walking away with their parents. The carillon is playing, birds are 
singing. The Sewanee Summer Music Festival is not over, though; 
it’s just going home, all around our world, until it comes together 
again next year for the 50th season of unfettered, top-notch music-
making on the Mountain.  

n Visit <www.sewanee.edu/magazine> to hear musical selections 
by SSMF faculty and students.

50th anniversary Season
June 17–July 23, 2006
James Paul, artistic director
Visit <www.sewanee.edu/ssmf> for 
the latest information on guest 
artists and performances. 

Season and individual concert 
tickets are on sale now. Packages 
include the Festival Carte Blanche 
at $125 (or $110 if two or more 
are purchased at the same time); 
Pick-Six Concert Tix at $50; and 
Pick-Three Concert Tix at $26. 
Most individual tickets cost $10. 

For complete information, 
check the Web site or inquire at 
931.598.1225; fax 931.598.1706; 
or e-mail <ssmf@sewanee.edu>.
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Shanghai Stories
Pictured in the group photo are researchers and authors (back) Adam Moran, C’05; Marcus Murphy, C’07; Jean Anne Babin, C’07; (front) Adriana Zimova, C’05; 
Christina Kwauk, C’05; and Scott Wilson, associate professor of political science. Small photos on this page and photos on page 21 are by Marcus Murphy.
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China’s rapid modernization and economic advancement 
is nowhere more evident than in Shanghai, the massive 
port city on the country’s eastern coast. An important 

cultural, financial, and industrial center since the 19th century, it 
languished under Communist rule until the government autho-
rized its economic redevelopment in 1992. In a scant decade and a 
half, it has become China’s largest and most developed city. It is the 
financial and trade center of China. Its port is the world’s busiest. 
The landscape of the city changes almost daily as old neighborhoods 
are razed to make way for modern housing developments and 
former rice paddies become business districts with ultra-modern 
skyscrapers. 

Last summer, a group from Sewanee visited the city with an eye 
for what impact those changes are having on an individual and 
personal level. Funded by the Freeman Foundation and led by 
Scott Wilson, associate professor of political science and director 
of Sewanee’s Asian studies program, five students spent five weeks 
walking the streets and alleys of four main Shanghai neighbor-
hoods, each with a distinct character: Maoming Lu, known for its 
nightlife and youth culture; Meiyuan Lu, a middle-class area near 
the new financial district; Rushan Lu, a housing development built 
on land used for farming through the 1970s; and Fuzhou Donglu, 
an older commercial and residential district. The group talked to 
neighborhood residents in their homes and to people on the street 

to gain a sense of just how Shanghai’s development has affected 
their daily lives. They captured these conversations on videotape 
(resulting in a �5-minute documentary entitled The Changing Face of 
Daily Life in Shanghai) and in indelible memories. 

For Sewanee magazine, I asked each one of them to recall a 
conversation or a moment that made a particularly vivid impres-
sion. Their responses provide a glimpse into the everyday lives of 
individual people in one of the most dynamic areas of our world 
today. — Laura Barlament

‘A Lot of Opportunities’ 
Many of our interviews in Shanghai were arranged by the Shanghai 
Academy of Social Sciences. For these interviews, we would go (with 
a translator) to people’s homes. To get a different view of a neigh-
borhood, however, we would just walk through the streets and see 
who would talk to us. A lot of the time I would walk around by myself; 
we found that people would more often initiate conversation if we 
didn’t stay in a group. My language skills weren’t good enough for me 
to do a serious interview by myself, but if the person I was talking to 
had a lot of patience and a good sense of humor, sometimes I would 
get interesting information through casual conversation.

I sat down one hot afternoon in a small patch of shade on 
Renmin Street and was soon joined by a young man. I said hello 
in Chinese, and we struck up a conversation. The man was from 
Sichuan province in southwest China. He told me that Shanghai 
was very different from the small town he had come from. “It is 
much busier here,” he said, “and the food isn’t as good.” He didn’t 
think it was all bad, though: “I like McDonald’s; I had never eaten 
there before I came to Shanghai.” 

“Shanghai is a very rich city,” he continued. “There are a lot of 
opportunities — that’s why so many people come here to find work.” 
That was readily apparent — even as we were talking we watched a 
group of migrant workers doing construction work on a new office 
building.  — Jean Anne Babin, C’07

‘We Are Like Brothers’
Our time in Shanghai gave us a broad array of experiences. We 
squeezed through residential alleys hidden between shops and 
boutiques. We clambered up dimly lit, creaky wooden staircases and 
crammed ourselves into tiny rundown apartments. Hours later, we 
would enjoy the modern luxuries of Western-style bars that only 
expatriates, foreigners, or Chinese businessmen and bureaucrats 
could afford. We tried to resist when retired couples insisted on 
showering us with gifts of China’s most expensive teas, and we had 

Personal 
observations of 
everyday life 
in China’s most 
dynamic city

Shanghai Stories
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conversations in the park with eager students, young and old, learn-
ing English. We stuffed ourselves with the watermelon and piping 

hot Oolong tea that 
every household of-
fered us, and we shared 
lychees (a delectable 
fruit) and conversa-
tions about the mean-
ing of life with some of 
Shanghai’s poorest. 

One of the most powerful interviews for us was one we conducted 
off a side street along Renmin Lu with three poor men on mopeds. 
When we asked them about what they think about the effects of 
development on Shanghai society, one man replied: 

Our neighborhood relations are the best. Only poor people can have relations this 
good. Once you have money, you begin to lose the relationships. People become objects. 
You know your neighbor as House #202, rather than by their name. You see us? We are 
like brothers. We chat all the time. We know each other so well. As Shanghai develops, 
she will lose these relationships. You have to take the time to talk with each other in order 
to learn. When you have money, you don’t do this anymore.  

Moments like this opened our eyes to the complexity of what 
we were researching. Some people expressed contentment with 
Shanghai’s rapid development and optimistically anticipated the 
future, while others revealed to us the experiences of those who 
are left behind. When our time in China was over, many of us 
were just starting to see how much more we wanted to learn from 
the people of Shanghai. Yet, in the short time we were there, we 
immersed ourselves into Chinese society on a level far deeper and 
more intimate than any of us had ever imagined. — Christina Kwauk, 
C’05, and Adriana Zimova, C’05

Food and Friendship 
Whether I was conversing with the Shanghainese at the local bas-
ketball court or receiving help from a calligraphy store clerk, they 
were always genuinely interested in my life, just as I was in theirs. Of 
the many experiences and friendships I will not forget, one man’s 
friendship will indelibly remain in my memory. Every evening 

strolling back to the 
hotel, I would pass a 
smiling man grilling 
sticks of chicken feet 
and beef outside a 

seamy karaoke bar. The first few times I passed by, he made a point 
of smiling and saying hello in heavily accented English. After a few 
nights of passing greetings, I decided to buy a stick of beef. We both 
struggled with a foreign language as we sat and discussed our homes, 
families (he was expecting twins very soon), and American movies. 
Making less than five U.S. cents a stick, he was not reaping many of 
the benefits that were available with the economic development in 
China. Nonetheless, he was one of the most cheerful and amiable 
people I have ever met. — Marcus Murphy, C’07

Home Sweet Home
On one long, busy day, we interviewed four families. They had a 
variety of living arrangements. One family lived in a house with only 
two rooms, the bedroom and the kitchen. Their child used to sleep 
on the floor, but now they have an attic where she sleeps. Some of the 
apartments were accessible by a flight of stairs just wide enough for 
one person at a time, and then we would squeeze into the apartment 
and manage to find places to sit. Another, more affluent family, 
living around Maoming Road, had a two-story apartment. 

Although even the big houses were small by my standards, many 
families explained one of the biggest advantages of economic de-
velopment is the increase of available space in their homes. “First, 
the whole family lived together, me, my husband, my two daughters 
and my parents-in-law,” said a woman in her mid-60s. She con-
tinued to explain that because of the economic reforms, her grown 
daughters can now afford to live on their own. 

An elderly couple were able to give us an even longer view of life 
in Shanghai. She grew up in Shanghai, and he was from Nanjing. 
They met through relatives and started corresponding, but they first 
saw each other on their wedding day in 19�8. The country was still 

recovering from the 
destruction of World 
War II. “Although my 
wife had a house at 
that time,” explained 

our host, “she had six brothers and six sisters, so we had to move 
out and rent a house. [It] had nice arrangements. When we had our 
third child we moved into a house with 15 square meters [about 160 
square feet]. … We had no bathroom, only a night stool. We could 
not take a shower when we wanted, but when we took a shower we 
had to fill up a big bucket with water. When we moved to our sec-
ond house our son was already in primary school and our younger 
daughter was in secondary school. Our second house was 18 square 
meters [about 190 square feet].” — Adam Moran, C’05

City of Dreams?
We originally intended to focus on the lives of neighborhood 
residents, but my interest drifted increasingly to transient people: 
migrant workers and prostitutes. These two populations epitomize 
the contradictory nature of China’s economic reforms and its so-
cial consequences. In Shanghai, a city of approximately 13 million 
official residents, another four to five million people, called the 
“floating population,” live without long-term resident permits. Mi-
grant workers fill vital roles in China’s new economy by working in 
construction, sanitation, or even foreign-run factories. Prostitutes 
may not be vital to China’s economy, but they soak up cash from 
various strata of China’s population and foreign visitors.

I wanted to understand the dreams and life chances of these 
marginalized groups. Migrant workers – most of whom were men 
– maintain a tenuous relationship to their households in villages 
far from Shanghai. They typically return once a year, handing 

Once you have money, 
you begin to lose the 
relationships.

He made a point of smiling 
and saying hello in English.

Even the big houses were 
small by my standards.
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over their surplus earnings. Although they live in near squalor in 
Shanghai, job opportunities in the city are much better there than 
in their villages. When asked about their “dreams” during interviews 
on park benches or while squatting next to busy commercial areas, 
many migrant workers related that they had no dreams. “I do not 
have any dreams for my sons – I’m just a migrant construction 
worker,” said one man. “People who are bosses and get rich can have 
dreams. Where I come from people do not have many educational 
opportunities. We cannot afford the high tuition charges. Without 
an education, you cannot get ahead. If you are a migrant worker, 
you don’t have a chance.” To have dreams (usually of getting rich), 
you have to be rich, a circular logic that underscores the long-term 
struggles of migrant workers. They deal with their difficulties by 
suppressing their dreams and by working in cities to save money 
for the dreams of future generations.

The two prostitutes whom I interviewed could not have been 
more different from each other. One came to Shanghai from Wen-
zhou, a rural township in a neighboring province that took the lead 
in capitalist development in the 1980s. She fled her abusive hus-

band who was a drug 
addict. In Shanghai, 
she peddled sundries 
at a stand in a local 
market, but the store 
failed. Penniless and 

in debt, she began working for a “massage parlor” where she tried 
to make enough money to pay off her debt, support her child, 
and pay rent to the parlor’s owner. The second prostitute came to 
Shanghai from Guangzhou, a major city near Hong Kong. By day 
she sold cosmetics in a department store, a very good job by Chinese 
standards. At night, she walked the streets of a nightclub area that 
catered to foreigners and China’s nouveaux riches. She planned to 
save her money to buy her passage to Hong Kong, where she hoped 
to really strike it rich.

Interviewing Shanghai’s itinerant population revealed the 
complexities of China’s new market economy. Each of the people 

I interviewed was better off in some ways, but social advancement 
came at a heavy price. Migrant workers fractured their families, 
faced harassment from the local population, and worked longer 
hours and for less pay than Shanghai’s permanent residents. Pros-
titutes used their bodies to cater to the beneficiaries of China’s 
economic takeoff to get ahead or just to get by. — Scott Wilson

About the authors: Jean Anne Babin, C’07, is a psychology and political science major. 
Christina Kwauk, C’05, is working on a master’s degree in social science at the University 
of Chicago. Adriana Zimova, C’05, is participating in the Asia Pacific Leadership 
Program at the East-West Center in Hawaii. Marcus Murphy, C’07, is majoring in 
Asian studies and environmental science — natural resources. Adam Moran, C’05, is 
a sales and marketing representative for Hermitage Hardwood in Cookeville, Tennes-
see. And Scott Wilson has taught comparative politics, political economy, and political 
theory at Sewanee since 1994. They are continuing their collaborative work begun in 
Shanghai; in January, they presented a panel, “Shanghai Neighborhoods in the Midst 
of Modernization,” and previewed their documentary at the Southeast Conference of 
the Association for Asian Studies in Atlanta.

n Visit <www.sewanee.edu/magazine> to view a portion of the 
documentary The Changing Face of Daily Life in Shanghai.

People who are bosses and 
get rich can have dreams.



Sewanee Peak
Is a Colorado mountain named for the Mountain?
B y  M e r r i t t  B L a k e S L e e ,  C ’ 6 8



if you follow the valley of the arkansas river south from its headwaters 
on Tennessee Pass toward Buena Vista, the western horizon unfolds a panorama of 
some of the most majestic mountain peaks in Colorado. This is the Sawatch Range. 
Twelve of its summits, including the three highest in Colorado, rise more than 
1�,000 feet above sea level. In the range’s center, where the great peaks rise from 
the valley floor in an unbroken sweep of 6,000 feet, their names — Mount Oxford, 
Mount Harvard, Mount Columbia, Mount Yale, and Mount Princeton — crystallize 
around a single idea. 

The five Collegiate Peaks are among the best-known mountains in the Colorado 
Rockies. Yet few know that a smaller peak, which rises just 10 miles to the south of 
Mount Princeton, deserves inclusion in this group. Its name is Sewanee Peak.

While the logic coupling Sewanee Peak with the University of the South might 
elude the layman, it is immediately obvious to anyone who knows the Mountain. As 
Tam Carlson, C’63, professor of English, remarked when I first told him of it, “It’s 
the smallest and the southernmost of the Collegiate Peaks. What else could it have 
been named?” 

I matriculated at the University of the South in 196�, where I had been born while 
my father attended the college. My family moved to Colorado just after I entered 
Sewanee, and, in the years that followed, I climbed extensively among the high 

peaks of Colorado. In the summer of 1973, before returning to Sewanee to 
spend the fall semester teaching in the French department, I consulted 

the newest edition of the Guide to the Colorado Mountains, which, for the 
first time, included a reference to Sewanee Peak. In early July, 

infused with a spirit of scholarly inquiry, my brother Joel, 
C’7�; Dana Carlson, C’71; Sad Eyes, a Sewanee dog; 

and I climbed the 13,132-foot peak. 
From Hancock Lake, it was an easy scram-

ble, first up a gentle snowfield, then 
over sun-warmed granite 

It’s the smallest and the southernmost of the 

Collegiate Peaks. What else could it have been 

named? — tam Carlson, C’63
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blocks to the summit. 
We were lucky with the 
perfect weather, a rare gift 
so early in the climbing 
season. The sky remained 
an impossibly deep shade 
of blue until the middle 
of the afternoon, when a few clouds appeared. From the summit, 
we looked down nearly a thousand feet to a nameless, fan-shaped 
lake in the cirque north of the summit, the surface still covered 
with ice. 

Immediately after our climb, I set out to discover if, in fact, 
Sewanee equated to Sewanee. I spent many hours researching in the 
collections of Denver’s libraries and corresponded with the Board 
on Geographic Names of the U.S. Geological Survey. I discov-
ered nothing in the former, while the BGN told me only that the 
name was derived from “local usage.” Finally, in 1991, the BGN 
disclosed that the decision to name Sewanee Peak was based on a 
1953 memorandum but went on to say that it was missing from 
their files. Late in 200�, at my prodding, they finally located the 
long-lost 1953 document that established the peak’s name, and I 
was at last able to prove what I had never doubted: that the memo’s 
author had attended Sewanee. Obtaining a telephone number from 
Sewanee’s Alumni Office, I placed a call to Golden, Colorado, 
and asked the gentleman who answered the telephone if it was he 
who had named Sewanee Peak more than 50 years before. With no 
perceptible surprise in his voice, he replied, “I did it.”

When Charles “Robby” Robinson graduated from high school 
in 1937, his father — a member of the faculty of the Van-

derbilt School of Medicine — urged him to apply to the University 
of the South. “Dad had a great respect for Sewanee,” particularly 
for Roy Benton Davis, Sewanee’s professor of chemistry; and his 
urging prevailed. Robinson matriculated in 1937, a member of 
the class of 19�1. 

After two years, he transferred to the Michigan College of Min-
ing and Technology in Houghton, Michigan, (today Michigan 
Tech) to continue the study of geology, Sewanee having no such 
course in its curriculum at the time. Following the war, he enrolled 

in the doctoral program in the University of Colorado’s Depart-
ment of Geology. Upon completing his coursework, he joined the 
USGS in 19�8.

Along with senior USGS team member McClelland “Mac” 
Dings, he was assigned to update the geological description of the 
USGS Garfield Colorado 15-minute Quadrangle, which covers 
some 2�0 square miles in the south central Sawatch Range just 
south of Mount Princeton. It is broken terrain lying at elevations 
between 8,990 and 1�,155 feet and bisected from north to south 
by the Continental Divide. Sculpted by glaciers, it abounds in 
deep cirques, u-shaped valleys, moraines, lake basins, broad and 
rolling divides, and narrow, knife-edge ridges. Within this region, 
the contour lines on the map crowd close together. In early July at 
elevations above 12,000 feet, the snow still lies thick and the lakes 
still have a covering of ice. 

The project was an important one, as the Garfield Quadrangle 
had seen some of the most profitable mining activity in the entire 
state during the last two decades of the 19th century and the first 
two decades of the 20th century. Surveying the geology and correct-
ing the geography involved walking the entire area of the Garfield 
Quadrangle, although “walking” is a pale description of what the 
job actually entailed. 

As Robinson proceeded with his survey, he quickly realized that 
the old map was full of errors. “One 13,000-foot peak was shown 
as only 11,000 feet. It used to make me mad every time I had to 
walk over it.” He resurveyed extensive portions of the quadrangle, 
using the same old-fashioned plane table techniques and cum-
bersome telescopic alidades used by the original USGS surveyors; 
other portions he was able to check by altimeter against accurately 
located benchmarks. 

So “walking” involved the strenuous navigation of steep, rocky 
peaks — often on slopes covered with loose talus — carrying heavy, 

One 13,000-foot peak was shown as only 

11,000 feet. It used to make me mad every 

time I had to walk over it.  

— Charles robinson, C’41

Left: David Rose, C’36, T’38; Charles Robinson, C’41; Dick 
Kirchhoffer, C’40; and Lee Belford, C’35, T’38 confidently bran-
dish their walking sticks before they begin their 70-hour through-
trek from Sewanee to Atlanta in 1937. Above: Brothers Merritt, 
C’68, and Joel, C’74, Blakeslee; Dana Carlson, C’71; and Sad 
Eyes climbed Sewanee Peak in 1973.
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antiquated survey-
ing equipment. 
But this was pri-
marily a geological, 
and only second-
arily a geographical, 

survey. So the “walking” also involved carrying back geologic 
specimens — rocks — to be sliced into microscopic sections for 
examination by light refraction. 

Robinson spent four summers, from 19�8 through 1951, in the 
field, climbing on and over Sewanee Peak many times. Robinson 
and Dings were charged with correcting all the errors in the Garfield 
Quadrangle, not just the topographic errors. So in 1953, while 
USGS was preparing to reissue a corrected version of the quad-
rangle, Robinson, who was then on a tour of administrative duty 
in Washington, D.C., wrote to the Board on Geographic Names 
to propose corrections and additions to the nomenclature of the 
Garfield Quadrangle. All but one of his proposed changes involved 
names of features that were wrongly located or that had appeared 
on earlier maps but had been dropped from the 19�5 map. The 
last addition, which Robinson unblushingly attributed to “local 
usage,” was “Sewanee Peak.” 

Why did he do it? His sense of humor was involved. “The USGS 
work was pretty tedious. I had to correct a hell of a lot of names and 
I just slipped it in. I had been in the military, which is a bureaucracy 
like the USGS. There, you learn how to get around anything.” 

But it was far more than a prank. “I enjoyed Sewanee. It was all 
male in those days, of course. The honor system worked.” He was a 
handball champion, hiked and caved, and joined the 
SAE fraternity. He remembered particularly 
Roy Benton Davis, professor of chemistry, 
and Abbott Martin, professor of English. 
“Professor Davis was an excellent teacher 
who would spend lots of time with the 
students.” “Abbo” (as Professor Martin 
was affectionately known) persecuted 
him good-naturedly in his class on Victorian 
literature, “but I didn’t mind.” One afternoon 
while Robinson was playing pool at the SAE house, 

Abbo stopped by. “I got lucky and ran the table while he watched. 
Abbo snorted, ‘Being a good pool player is the sign of a gentleman. 
Being an expert is the sign of a misspent youth.’ Then he turned 
on his heel and left.”

And Sewanee was the scene of a memorable exploit that dem-
onstrated Robinson’s aptitude for all that “walking” that he later 
would do in the Garfield Quadrangle. During the first semester of 
his freshman year, Robinson and three companions — David Rose, 
C’36, T’38; Lee Belford, C’35, T’38; and Dick Kirchhoffer, C’�0 
— set off to hike from Sewanee to Atlanta. The plan was to walk 
without stopping except for brief intervals of rest and food. There 
would be no sleeping and no rides. They placed a 70-hour time 
limit on the trip. They carefully planned their itinerary and, at the 
last moment, alerted the press. The four set off before dawn on 
a Friday morning, and the following Monday morning Robinson 
and Rose staggered across the Atlanta city limits, where a news 
photographer gave them a ride into the city. 

Did he ever tell anyone what he had done, naming a mountain 
in Colorado after the Mountain? “My wife, I guess, and one or two 
colleagues. Oh, and in the 1960s when Sewanee got its first profes-
sor of geology, I wrote and told him. He never wrote back.”

poStSCript:
Charles Robinson, who was awarded his doctorate in geology by the 
University of Colorado in 1956, spent 17 years in the USGS. Since 
then, he has worked as a private-sector geologist and engineering 
geologist throughout the Rocky Mountain West. Today, he lives in 
Golden, Colorado, where he is the president of his own company, 

Mineral Systems, Inc. He has published more than 
�0 articles and books in his field, including 

Geology and Ore Deposits of the Garfield Quadrangle, 
Colorado (1957). 

Merritt Blakeslee, C’68, practices international trade 
law in Washington, D.C. He has written two articles on 

the naming of the Collegiate Peaks, including an article 
on Sewanee Peak, for the Colorado Mountain Club’s 

Trail & Timberline, and a third for the Colorado 
Historical Society’s Colorado Heritage. 

Left: Charles Robinson as a Sewanee student in 1939. 
Right: A few years later, Robinson was spending his 
summers surveying the Garfield Quadrangle in Colo-
rado, including the mountain he later officially named 
Sewanee Peak. Photos of the peak and the 1973 group 
by Merritt Blakeslee. 



student life

26 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Spring 2006

Over Christmas break, 

Sewanee students had 

the opportunity to 

experience life in two 

of our world’s recent 

hot spots: the island 

nation of Haiti and the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Here are a couple of 

postcards in words and 

photos.

Above left: Going to market in the rural town of Les 
Cayes, Haiti. Right: Stripping and sanitizing a hur-
ricane-damaged house on the Gulf Coast. 

redemption Song
We had been scheduled to arrive the day 
before Haiti’s contentious national elec-
tions; but a few days before we left the 
States, we found out that the elections had 
been delayed again. Just as we arrived in 
Port-au-Prince, residents began a city-
wide strike to protest the United Nations 
troops who were in Haiti to stabilize the 
government. We spent most of our time 
in Haiti’s capital city within the 20-foot 
walls of St. Vincent’s Center for Physically 
Handicapped Children, where we talked 
to the children, learning the finer points 
of Kompa music and the Creol language. 
On the occasional outing, we were acutely 
aware of how much we stuck out. Beggars 
flocked behind us, while the U.N. peace-
keeping soldiers leaned against their tanks 
and fumbled with their machine guns in 
the hot afternoon sun.

After a few days, we retreated to Les 
Cayes, a city far from the capital and just 
as removed from the political tension. Père 
Kenol Rock, T’05, who oversees several 
congregations in the area, was our accom-
modating host. In Les Cayes, we focused on 
repairing the sacristy of Saint-Sauveur. We 

painted the walls and made a new concrete 
floor, using pebbles and sand we found 
in the street. But our main mission was 
cultural exchange. We made friends so 
quickly with members of the congregation 
and townspeople that it became hard to 
remember we had ever felt uncomfortable 
in the country. 

The night before our departure, the con-
gregation held an impromptu going-away 
concert for us. After a lively performance, 
they demanded that we Americans sing a 
song for them. Bob Marley’s “Redemption 
Song” was our unconventional, yet perfect, 
choice. “Won’t you help to sing / These 
songs of freedom? / ’Cause all I ever had: 
/ Redemption songs,” Marley wails in the 
chorus. With our visit, we helped to sing 
their song of freedom and found our own 
redemption song. — Rachael Snow, C’08

an open WindoW
We were cleaning out a house which had 
sustained flood damage up to the ceiling 
level. The job was brutish — breaking 
down rotten walls with crowbars and 
other tools. Objects left in the house we 
simply threw into the yard, their former 

Lasting 
Impressions

Students report from Haiti and the Mississippi Gulf Coast



Sewanee Outreach: Learning through Service

Outreach has served for many years as a way for students to connect with other 
cultures. 

“There’s just so much you can do reading a book,” says longtime Sewanee outreach 
coordinator Dixon Myers when asked what service adds to students’ educational ex-
perience. He laughs right after he utters those words, but continues his explanation 
with his characteristic passion. 

“If you see it, touch it, smell it, feel it, it becomes more real and connected with the 
learning process. If students see U.N. troops, that sinks in. When they get back, they 
read the news in a different way than if they’d never been there. It becomes reality. 
Any way we can augment their classroom experience is what we’re here for.” 

Students have been given many such opportunities over the last 16 years that Myers 
has run this program, developing spring break trips to, for example, impoverished 
areas of Kingston, Jamaica, where students have helped develop tourist attractions 
in Bob Marley’s old neighborhood; to AIDS service organizations in New York City, 
where the students’ arrival has become an annual sign of spring; to Costa Rica, where 
students help rescue the nests of endangered sea turtles. 

In addition, students have contributed much to the local community. Students 
provided most of the labor for 13 homes built through Housing Sewanee, a local 
organization similar to Habitat for Humanity. Students restored Sewanee’s ball park. 
They volunteer in 
schools, senior citi-
zen centers, nursing 
and rehabilitation 
facilities. 

Yet, Myers says, 
“the next phase [of 
Sewanee outreach] 
is even more excit-
ing.” He and Tom 
Howick, assistant di-
rector of outreach, 
are working with 
faculty members to 
coordinate efforts 
directed at specific 
areas (like Haiti) or 
issues (like the need 
for living wills) and 
to integrate outreach more thoughtfully and deliberately into the curriculum.

For example, art professor Pradip Malde this spring offered a course, Documen-
tary Projects in Photography, in which students not only learned about the techniques 
and issues of documentary photography but also practiced these lessons in New 
Orleans during spring break. Malde plans to offer the course at both beginner and 
advanced levels each spring for the next several years. The more advanced students 
will travel to Haiti. Over time, the students will assemble a body of work document-
ing the lives of people in those two locations, which Malde hopes will benefit those 
communities and researchers seeking to understand disaster recovery. 

— Laura Barlament

purposes now defunct. 
But while rummaging through old mag-

azines in a closet, I came across something 
that stopped me in my tracks. It was a set 
of crocheted items — a small hat that may 
once have covered a baby’s head, a doily that 
probably had been placed on someone’s 
dining table. In that moment, I understood 
the gravity of what we were doing. A person 
had put time, energy, and love into those 
things. An individual had existed in this 
place now so terribly destroyed. 

Such were the quiet moments that we 
experienced in Mississippi. Our six days 
on the Gulf Coast brought us many new 
challenges — removing entire downed trees 
from yards, searching a house for valuables, 
pulling down sheetrock, pulling up mud-
soaked carpets. The destruction was nearly 
unfathomable, the situation desperate; yet 
we left Mississippi with a sense of hope. 

For Laura Candler, C’09, a picture of 
herself standing in the frame of a blown-
out window symbolized this feeling. “The 
hollow window that we are looking out of, 
a gaping hole through which light spills, 
reminds me of the all the hope that I 
glimpsed. Never before had I seen homes 
in such dilapidated conditions. But I’d also 
never seen such determination and enthu-
siasm in the eyes of the owners whose homes 
we helped to rebuild. When the window is 
knocked out, the light pours through un-
restricted.” — Richie Hubbard, C’09
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Curious girls from a church-sponsored preschool in 
Les Cayes, Haiti.

Sewanee students created this Lion of Judah mosaic for the Culture Yard, 
a tourist attraction in the impoverished Trenchtown area of Kingston, 
Jamaica. Run by a community-based nonprofit organization, the Culture 
Yard depends mostly on volunteer labor. 
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Of Course anTHrOPOLOgy 370: religious ethos and Identity  
in Campus Life

O’Connor encourages in 
this class: Anthropology 370, 
“Religious Ethos and Identity 
in Campus Life: A Research 
Seminar.”

But little about this 
course is what you might 
expect. Instead of presenting 
students with an already es-
tablished body of knowledge, 
O’Connor is guiding them 
in the anthropological inves-
tigation of a large, complex, 
slippery question: “What is 
the nature of religious ethos 
and identity in Sewanee’s 
campus life?” 

The group meets once 
a week, for two and a half 
hours, in the back room of 
Stirling’s Coffee House. The 

whir of the coffee bean grinder and whoosh 
of the milk steamer make an aural wallpaper 
for the class discussion, which begins with 
the week’s readings: reports on previous 
anthropological studies of Sewanee student 
life (conducted and written by O’Connor 
and his students of the past few years), 
focused on student intellectual life, study 
habits, and selfhood.

After a break, class shifts gears. Now the 
students ponder the first-hand research 
they gathered over the past week through 
interviews with their fellow students. In 
previous weeks they had probed expression 
of religious identity at Sewanee, spiritual 
and religious life in high school, and the 
impact that students say Sewanee has had on 
them. This week they tried to get at what it 
means to be a “good person” at Sewanee. 

“I thought it was interesting how in a lot 

of the interviews when it comes to partying, 
self-control and moderation seem to be the 
two main keys to what makes a good per-
son,” says Audrey Kerr, C’06. “That seems 
to be kind of a defining factor for people in 
partying. The good people they want to go 
out with aren’t going to cause them trouble 
and things like that.” 

“Yes, I’ve noticed five different ones 
who’ve said ‘control’ in various forms,” 
says O’Connor. “And also, it has to be 
displayed by going out. The party scene is 
where you’re going to manifest control. 
You’re going to show that you can have a 
good time, but clearly you’ve got to show 
that you can control it.” Students murmur 
“yes” to this summary. 

At the end of class, O’Connor describes 
the next step they must take: to find out 
about what students believe in regard to 
vocation, or calling. “Some people won’t 
know the word ‘calling,’” he warns them. “I 
wouldn’t start with it, but what their career 
plans are, what kind of job they want, and 
just see what they say. … What we’re really 
looking at is to see how much this really is an 
expression of self. And ultimately this link 
to the Christian tradition, which, if we were 
to trace it to its historical roots, is that God 
has called you to do something.” 

This course has a purpose beyond train-
ing students in anthropological research 
techniques. By the end of the semester, they 
will have produced a report that will help 
the Lilly Committee — a group of faculty 
and staff who have guided Sewanee’s use 
of a Lilly Foundation grant for vocational 
programming — and the college as a whole 
evaluate how Sewanee’s Anglican heritage 
works today and how students find purpose 
in their lives. — Laura Barlament

It’s the day after Ash Wednesday, and at-
tendance at the previous day’s worship 
service is the topic of conversation as 

class begins. 
First, Emily Caton, C’08, teases Chris-

tian Crouch, C’08, about not seeing him at 
the service at All Saints’. “What did you have 
to do yesterday that was more important than 
GOD?!” she asks with mock accusation. “I 
went to a concert in Nashville,” he confesses. 
“But it was a Christian concert!” 

“I went to the Ash Wednesday service 
at St. Mary’s,” says Anna Stroup, C’06. 
“I’ve gone to that service for four years. 
It’s small, and the same people are always 
there. It’s relaxing, and no one asks you any 
questions.”

The other students laugh about that 
last comment. “It’s the McDonaldization 
of religion,” says Christian. “Get in and 
get out!”

Banter about religion is not the norm 
in Sewanee student conversations; but 
it’s something that Professor Richard 

anth 370 readings include:
Robert N. Bellah, ed., Habits of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life 
Michael Moffat, Coming of Age in New Jersey: College and American Culture 

faculty
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Jamin leaned over in the plastic chair 
that served as the witness stand, strain-
ing to understand the translator’s rapid, 
fluent French as the federal immigra-
tion judge peppered him with detailed 
questions about his life story. As his at-
torneys, my colleague Mike Garvin and 
I had brought a translator who spoke 
Jamin’s native Kinyarwanda, but the 
judge wanted to stick with the court-
appointed translator. Because Jamin 
spoke only rudimentary creole French, 
the asylum hearing had dragged into its 
eighth hour. Making the situation even 
more difficult, the judge was presiding 
from his Washington, D.C., court-
room, beamed via video teleconference 
into the cramped office in the Cleveland 
(Ohio) Federal Building where Jamin, 
Mike, and I sat. 

As Jamin cupped his hand around 
his ear and leaned toward the TV moni-
tor, I remembered my own struggles to 
communicate in a strange language. 
Nearly five years earlier, the Peace Corps 
had sent me to Beni Tajjite, Morocco, 
a town near the Algerian border. I ar-
rived there with two months of training 
in a Berber dialect, only to discover that 
Arabic was that area’s lingua franca. But 
unlike Jamin, my life never hung in the 
balance.

Jamin is Rwandan, born to a Hutu 
father and a Tutsi mother. He and his 
immediate family escaped the 199� 
genocide; but upon returning to their 
village, they found the rest of their Tutsi 

family members in a mass grave. Yet the 
violence wasn’t over. Their home was 
repeatedly ransacked by Tutsi revenge 
militias. Jamin’s brothers disappeared. 
Jamin went to Kigali, Rwanda’s capital, 
to find work and escape the harass-
ment. In the fall of 2003, Jamin was 
arrested and put in prison. He endured 
18 months of beatings and interroga-
tions before escaping to Uganda, where 
a family friend arranged to have a human 
smuggler take him to Detroit, Michigan. 
Jamin then found his way to a refugee 
house in Dayton, Ohio, where he ap-
plied for asylum.

At �:30 p.m., the judge recessed to 
consider Jamin’s petition. I stood in 

the hall with Jamin and the Rwandan 
translator. To the outside observer, it 
would probably seem like I have much 
more in common with the immigra-
tion judge than with Jamin. After all, I 
am a well-educated white American, a 
corporate attorney who spends most of 
his days reviewing business contracts and 
researching highly technical legal issues. 
But I felt completely at ease talking with 
the two Rwandans whom I had gotten to 
know well over the last six months of pro 
bono work on Jamin’s case. 

Sewanee’s outreach director, Dixon 
Myers, would not have been surprised 
at the scene. Dixon has shown hundreds 
of Sewanee students how to connect with 
people from all backgrounds. During 
two spring break trips to Kingston, 
Jamaica, where we helped build homes 
and shared stories in impoverished 
neighborhoods, I always marveled at 
the way Dixon could find his way to 
the hearts of our Jamaican hosts. As I 
stood with Jamin, I tried to put him at 
ease like Dixon did with the people of 
Kingston.

Still, we were all tense with anticipa-
tion when the federal prosecutor called 
us back into the courtroom. When I 
first took Jamin’s case, I thought that 
if I passionately related his personal 
tragedy, the judge would grant his peti-
tion. Instead, we found out that our case 
came down to what the press calls “a legal 
technicality.” 

• •

My Sewanee Calling

Fighting for a new life of freedom for a Rwandan refugee
By Jamie May, C’99

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  3 1

Jamin’s asylum trial 
has been the most satisfying 

experience of my career. 
And without Sewanee, 

who knows if I would have 
had the tools to succeed.
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robert bachman, associate profes-
sor of chemistry
The liberal arts have always been 
about seeking truth in the abso-
lute sense. Science plays a crucial 
role in this process by offering us 
an objective view of the world as it 
is, rather than as we might wish to 
perceive it. In this new millenni-
um, understanding technological 
and scientific issues has taken 
on increasing importance as we 
wrestle with the great societal 
questions, from medical ethics 
to environmental issues. In order 
to make informed decisions, the 
leaders of our 
society abso-
lutely need to 
understand 
the natural 
world, and 
how man-
kind’s actions 
alter it. Sci-
ence provides 
that under-
standing and, 
in combina-
tion with the 
other liberal 
arts, provides 
a framework 
for a complete 
life. 

Jonathan evans, associate professor of 
biology, director of the landscape analysis 
laboratory
Good science students raise the overall 
caliber of the student body. Most also 
have a strong interest in the humanities 
and fine arts, making them well-rounded 

liberal arts 
students. In 
terms of re-
cruiting stu-
dents in the 
sciences, the 
thing that 
we have go-
ing for us is 
our faculty-
student re-
lationships. 
Our ability to 
do research 

with students and have students’ work 
published is one of our outstanding 
strengths. 

However, first we must convince them 
they want to come. When prospective 
students visit schools like Williams or 
Amherst, they see brand-new science 
buildings with state-of-the-art facilities. 
When they visit Sewanee, they’re going 

to compare what they saw 
and make decisions based 
on those comparisons. You 
need modern equipment and 
facilities to get a cutting-edge 
education in the sciences. We 
need those things if we’re 
going to succeed as a liberal-
arts institution that competes 
with the best. We have the 
faculty-student relation-
ships, we have the emphasis 
on research — we have every-
thing that a top liberal arts 
college needs, except for the 
facilities. 

david haskell, associate pro-
fessor of biology
In our teaching of science at 

Sewanee, what we’re trying to do is not 
just to talk science at students, but to let 
students enter into the processes of sci-
ence themselves. That’s not just because 
it’s a better way of learning, but because 
we’re training people who will go out 
and do science and change the way we 
think about the world, not just people 
who have learned a bunch of scientific 
factoids. 

The vision for 
the new build-
ing is that the wet 
laboratories, the 
computer labs, and 
the seminar rooms 
will be configured 
in such a way that 
the distinction be-
tween teaching and 
doing blurs away. 
So we can teach labs 
and incorporate 

What Does Science Mean to Sewanee?
As The Sewanee Call campaign focuses on the University’s science facilities, we asked a few faculty 
members in the sciences what their disciplines contribute to a Sewanee liberal-arts education 
and what makes this campaign priority so important to the health of the institution as a whole. 

Meagan Binkley, C’05, completed an independent study testing the 
impact of an invasive grass on Domain soils. 

Top: At a campus campaign event in Woods Lab, David Haskell, 
associate professor of biology, conveys his excitement about teaching 
science and about the new science building. Above: Nancy Berner, 
professor of biology, and her students have been studying the Eastern 
red-spotted newt, a denizen of local lakes. 
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Charting the Call

New Science 
Facility Features

Integrated teaching and research 
spaces
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biology facilities
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As of April, The Sewanee Call cam-
paign had reached $126.8 million.

Following 9/11, the Department of 
Homeland Security instituted a rule that 
allowed immigrants to seek asylum only 
if they could prove they had filed for 
that status within one year of entering 
the United States. Most asylum seek-
ers lack such documentation — human 
smugglers, after all, don’t give receipts. 
We had presented a hospital discharge 
form from King Faisal Hospital in 
Kigali, dated October 200�, to prove 
that Jamin had entered the U.S. within 
the last year. The judge, however, said 
the form looked like it could have been 
created on a home printer. If we could 
confirm that it was authentic, he would 
“consider the merits of the case.” We had 
two days to find the proof.

Here’s where my Sewanee back-
ground really kicked into gear. Since my 
days in Dale Richardson’s Shakespeare 
class and on Joe Thoni’s basketball team, 
I had been forced to make the most of 
my modest talents. I immediately started 
searching the Internet for e-mail ad-
dresses of Rwandan doctors and asking 
every one of them for help in locating 
Jamin’s official hospital records. Within 
a day, I had received an answer from 

n  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2 � Dr. Leonard Lengema of King Faisal 
Hospital. He faxed us a letter confirm-
ing Jamin’s hospital stay, and the judge 
accepted this letter as proof that Jamin 
had come to the U.S. after October 
200�. He then ruled in Jamin’s favor, 
granting him permanent legal residence 
in the United States.

Jamin’s asylum trial has been the most 
satisfying experience of my career. And 
without Sewanee, who knows if I would 
have had the tools to succeed. During 
long nights writing papers and hours in 
professors’ offices, I learned how to com-
municate clearly, gained determination 
and confidence, and grew accustomed 
to hard work. During outreach trips 
to Jamaica with Dixon and Christmas 
break practices in Juhan Gym with my 
basketball teammates, I learned to work 
toward something bigger than myself. 
In other words, I learned duty to com-
munity, a value that I am delighted to be 
able to continue to practice as a corporate 
attorney. These values are the essence of 
everything I learned at Sewanee, and the 
source of my greatest successes. 

Jamie May, C’99, is an attorney with Hahn, Loeser 
& Parks LLP in Cleveland, Ohio.

lectures, hands-on work, and discus-
sion. So that the students can learn and 
practice what scientists really do, which 
is go back and forth between the real 
world and world of ideas in a very fluid 
manner. 

The research areas will be upgraded, 
so that we have the modern cell biology 
and biochemistry facilities that the faculty 
need. We’re also planning an energy-
efficient, “green” building, so that the 
architecture of the building matches 
what’s being taught inside it. 

ken Smith, associate professor of forestry 
and geology, chair of the environmental 
studies program
The number of students enrolled in 
the sciences at Sewanee is smaller than 
those enrolled in the social sciences and 
humanities. Yet the University has a long 
history in environmental science educa-
tion. We produce the people to work in 
environmental science fields — chemis-

try, forestry, geol-
ogy, etc. And we are 
attracting a growing 
number of students 
in those areas. 

Facilities are also 
important to attract 
high-quality faculty. 
We want to compete 
for the best faculty; 
and if they see an 
antiquated facility, 
they lose interest in 
working here. 

Meagan Binkley, C’05, completed an independent study testing the 
impact of an invasive grass on Domain soils. 

David Sprehn, C’08, conducts field experiments 
in chemistry class. 
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For ongoing information about The Sewanee Call campaign, visit http://ur.sewanee.edu/sewaneecall
To speak with a member of the campaign team, call 800.367.1179

Call and Response

Bruce Dunbar, C’71

This winter, Bruce Dunbar, C’71, made 
a gift from his family foundation that 
will help Sewanee meet a $1 million 
challenge gift, leading off the funding 
for an addition to the University’s sci-
ence education facilities.

Dunbar was not a science major 
at Sewanee, but he is convinced that 
supporting science education is a stra-
tegic necessity for Sewanee. And he is a 
person who has a deep understanding 
of business strategy. He is chairman of 
McGriff, Seibels and Williams, Inc., an 
insurance firm in Birmingham. 

From the street, the firm looks like it 
might be a quiet hometown agency, with 
a couple of agents and an assistant or two. 
The unimposing building is an attractive 
one-story on a tree-lined street. Inside, 
that superficial impression is replaced 
by the realization that the building takes 
up more than half a city block. It’s a vast 
interior, and Dunbar leads a company 
of over 700 employees from a quiet of-
fice facing the street. “We’ve expanded 
several times over the years,” he says. 
“We used to say that you could tell the 
history of the firm by looking at the dif-
ferent colors of carpet. As we expanded 
into a new facility, we would redecorate, 

not always matching with 
what we previously had. 
Now it’s all the same, of 
course.”

Dunbar is a big man, 
with a ready smile. Re-
flecting on why he made 
a commitment to The 
Sewanee Call campaign, 
he jokes about visits from 
Ed Moser, C’72, direc-
tor of capital giving. “Ed 
wore me out,” he says. “I 

had to make a gift so he would leave me 
alone.”

Dunbar’s joke highlights the reality 
that both he and the firm he chairs have 
been closely involved with Sewanee for 
many years, including writing insur-
ance for the University for decades. He 
is happy to recount the history, starting 
with Diddy Seibels, C’1901, founder of 
the firm, who was captain of the storied 
1899 football team that went undefeated 
and scored six wins in 
seven days against foot-
ball powerhouses in a 
tour across the South.

In the late 19�0s, 
Lee “Pete” McGriff Jr., 
C’�1, returned from 
World War II service on 
aircraft carriers with a 
goal of selling the family 
firm because he wanted to fly airplanes. 
Instead, he stayed on, leading the com-
pany through a period of tremendous 
growth until 1986, when he retired.

That year, Dunbar succeeded McGriff 
as chairman and also led a fundraising 
effort among employees to establish a 
scholarship program at Sewanee. It is 
now one of the largest endowed schol-

arship funds in the College of Arts and 
Sciences, and Dunbar has kept close to 
the selection process, reviewing biogra-
phies and carefully reading notes from 
the McGriff Scholars, even occasionally 
taking the scholars to dinner on one of 
his many trips to the Mountain.

“When we established the scholar-
ship, Pete said, ‘I’m most grateful this 
was given in my honor and not in my 
memory,’” Dunbar says with a smile.

Dunbar joined the firm soon after 
graduating from Sewanee in 1971 and 
became chairman in 1987. By 200�, 
when it merged with BB&T, the firm 
was the second-largest privately held 
broker in the country. It is now a wholly 
owned subsidiary of that company, the 
sixth largest in the country, with Dunbar 
retaining control as chairman.

Dunbar is excited about his gift to the 
science building project. “If Sewanee is 
going to be a first-rate college, it must 
have great science programs,” he says. 

“And if there is going to 
be a future in science, 
we must have a world-
class facility. The vice 
chancellor is addressing 
this important part of 
the offering, and it is 
great to be part of the 
effort.”

Dunbar is also very 
pleased that his gift is part of the $1 
million challenge gift made by the par-
ents of a current student. “This family 
is showing real leadership in science 
education, both at Sewanee and here in 
Birmingham. It is impressive that they 
are investing in science at Sewanee, and I 
am proud to help claim the challenge.” 

— Tom Sanders

If Sewanee is going to 
be a first-rate college, it 
must have great science 

programs
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faculty

JOB: Assistant professor of biology at 
Sewanee since fall ’05.

FamILy, HUman: Youngest of six in a “good 
Irish-Catholic Boston family.” 

FamILy, anImaL: Owner of a five-year-old, 
100-pound, Lab and Great Dane mix 
named Duncan, who slept through all her 
lectures last year at Franklin and Marshall 
College. She sent out an e-mail seeking a 
dog walker at Sewanee, and within three 
hours she had 100 offers from students 
who wanted the job, for free. A typical 
hallway conversation: “Dr. Lively, can I walk 
your dog this afternoon?” “Sure, go take 
him out.” She’s already got a fund going for 
when he needs hip replacement surgery. 

TraVeL, exOTIC: Two trips to Venezuela. 
Her first trip was when she was nine years 
old, and her 18-year-old sister took her to 
the remote village where she had been an 
exchange student. How remote? Getting 
there required an 18-hour bus ride from 
the airport. 

OUTSIDe InTereSTS, aTHLeTIC: Lifelong 
soccer player. Still runs a soccer league 
in Boston. Played rugby and softball in 
college and is the advisor for Sewanee’s 
new women’s rugby team. Current athletic 
obsession: curling, which she picked up 
after the last winter Olympics. She’s now 
a member of the Nashville Curling Club. 
“My plan was that if I didn’t get a tenure-
track job, I would train for the 2010 U.S. 
Olympic curling team.” 

eDUCaTIOn: Attended Wellesley for under-
grad. Attended grad school at MIT and did 
a postdoc at Harvard Medical School.

SPeCIaLTy: Cell biology, molecular bi-
ology, and biochemistry. She’s studying 
pancreatic tumors in mice as a model for 
angiogenesis — that is, how blood vessels 

grow and develop. She’s trying to figure 
out how certain proteins act to inhibit 
angiogenesis, thus preventing the blood 
vessel cells from growing and feeding tumor 
growth. The end result, she hopes, will be 
drugs or treatments that starve blood vessel 
growth in human tumors, thus helping to 
manage cancer. 

TeaCHIng anD reSearCH, InTegraTIOn 
OF: “I started doing research the day I 
walked into college,” she says. “I love teach-
ing. But I wanted to be at a school that’s of 
the caliber where I can teach from research, 
not just from a textbook. But if I had to 
choose one, I’d give up research before 
teaching.” She’s excited about a new bio-
chemistry lab course she developed, where 
students are learning to design and conduct 
their own research experiments.

WOODS LaB, OPInIOn OF: Her collabora-
tors at MIT are maintaining her mouse 
colony, allowing her to continue her cancer 
research. Improved lab space (especially a 
new air filtration system) and up-to-date 
instrumentation in Woods Lab would be 

ideal for maintaining her mouse colony 
and cell lines at Sewanee. She would also 
like to attract students into working on her 
research, and modern and better-func-
tioning facilities help get more students 
involved. It will also better prepare them 
for graduate school or positions in biotech-
nology if they have experience working in 
modern laboratories.

SeWanee, FIrST ImPreSSIOnS OF: 
“Sewanee is unique in so many ways. I love 
being able to go anywhere and see people I 
know.” She’s found great support, and she’s 
looking forward to working one-on-one 
with students and helping to recruit more 
students interested in science. “There’s a 
unifying desire among the science faculty 
to really make a name for the sciences at 
Sewanee. The first step is to improve our 
facilities. That will help bring in students. 
There’s already a cadre of fabulous men-
tors here in the faculty. I expect to see great 
things out of the sciences at Sewanee.” 

New Faculty Report Julie Lively, assistant professor of biology

There’s a unifying desire 

among the science faculty to 

really make a name for the 

sciences at Sewanee
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from Cowan barely made it to Lower Coal 
Banks, near today’s Pearl’s Restaurant; by 
1858 they extended to Tracy City, where the 
bulk of the coal was. 

Next, the trustees deserve credit for 
setting the general criteria of centrality, ac-
cessibility, and healthfulness. Notably, the 
Rev. Henry Lay of Alabama offered a resolu-
tion “to place the proposed University in an 
isolated position, and within a large domain 
under its exclusive control.” This resolution 
was tabled, but became important later. 
Southeast Tennessee was favored as a site 
central to all the owning dioceses.

The Committee on Location, estab-
lished by the trustees, is to be commended 
as well for their hard work. In less than five 
months, they sorted through the commu-
nications from various localities, decided 
the general vicinities to investigate, ham-
mered out a list of specific questions to ask 
about each site, and hired an engineer, Col. 

Gwynn, to evaluate the 
proposed sites.

A bit of credit should 
also go to John Armfield, 
who renovated the Beer-
sheba Hotel — located 
just north of the Sewanee 
area on the Cumberland 
Plateau — in time to open 
for the summer season of 
1857. The Committee 
on Location decided to 
meet in Beersheba im-
mediately following the 
July trustees’ meeting. 
The new hotel drew many 
distinguished visitors, 
including Col. V. K. 
Stevenson, president of 
the Nashville and Chat-
tanooga Railroad. He 

became interested in the committee’s work; 
and without him, no one surely would ever 
have learned of Sewanee. 

It was Col. Stevenson who persuaded 
Bishop Leonidas Polk that Sewanee had all 
the natural advantages he was looking for in 
a University location, and he took Polk on 
a two-day tour of the property to prove it. 
Dr. Wallace Estill, a prominent Winchester 
doctor, joined them. By the end of that visit, 
the bishop was convinced that Sewanee was 
the proper location for the University. 

But Sewanee was far from the only loca-
tion the committee seriously considered. 
Col. Gwynn and his crew visited Huntsville, 
McMinnville, Cleveland, Atlanta, and 
Chattanooga as well. Communication was 
also received from Tullahoma, Greenville, 
Athens, and Franklin, Tennessee; Gordon 
Springs, Dalton, and Griffin, Georgia; 
Jacksonville, Alabama; and Corinth,  
Mississippi. 

Each of these sites submitted informa-
tion about the committee’s 18 areas of 
inquiry, which included altitude, availability 
of timber, coal, rock, pure water, transpor-
tation, farmland, temperature, and cost 
of living. The committee also considered 
what land and other resources the local 
community offered for the establishment 
and support of the school. The Sewanee 
Mining Company’s 5,000 acres was more 
than double any other initial land offer 
(an additional �,000 acres were contrib-
uted by local landowners after the selection 
process). 

When all was said and done, Atlanta, 
Sewanee, Huntsville, McMinnville, and 
Lookout were placed on the ballot at the 
November 1857 trustees’ meeting. Speak-
ers advocated for each location. Bishop 
Polk spoke last about Sewanee and its many 
advantages. Ironically, the main point of 

No Safer Place on the Globe
How good fortune and local favor brought the University to Sewanee — and kept it there

Try this on for size: Monte Sano: The University of 
the South; or Ben Lomond: The University of the South. 
Either one of those places (near Huntsville, 
Alabama, and McMinnville, Tennessee) 
could have become the University’s home. 
Sewanee was not even on the radar screen at 
the July 1857 trustees’ meeting at Lookout 
Mountain when the site for the planned 
University was first discussed. 

There are a lot of people to thank for 
making Sewanee a possible and, in the end, 
the desirable choice.

First, there is Leslie Kennedy, along 
with Col. Bilbo and Samuel Tracy, his main 
partners in the Sewanee Mining Company. 
Kennedy was the person who, earlier in 
the 1850s, noticed the abundant coal on 
the plateau. Without coal there would have 
been no reason to extend the railroad up 
the Mountain. And rail accessibility was a 
requirement for the University’s location. 
In 1856, the tracks coming up the Mountain 

Bishop John Henry Hopkins of Vermont, who helped create Sewanee’s first 
“Land Use Plan,” painted watercolors of the Mountain’s many views on a 
pre-Civil War visit.  
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contention was whether or not the Universi-
ty should be located in such an isolated area. 
The Rev. Lay, who had earlier proposed the 
resolution for an isolated location, was now 
advocating for Huntsville. Others worried 
about the lack of refinements of social life, 
but Polk saw that as an advantage; those of 
intellectual character, he believed, would 
soon gather around the University. 

After three days of discussion, it was 
finally put to the vote. Five clerical and five 
lay votes would capture the choice. On the 
17th ballot, the vote resulted as follows: “of 
the Bishops: Sewanee, 5; Atlanta, 2. Of the 
Clerical and Lay: Sewanee, �; Huntsville, 
2; Atlanta 1.” The Rev. Dr. Curtis of North 
Carolina then presented the resolution 
that Sewanee be selected, and his resolu-
tion passed. 

That should have been the end of it; 
but shortly thereafter, the editorial battles 
began. Winchester and most of its citizens 
are to thank for steadfastly standing behind 
Sewanee during the next six months of 
journalistic warfare. 

Most of the attacks stemmed from a 
comment in the Huntsville Independent that 
the Cumberland Mountain was “in a re-
gion where we know the horrible poison 
Milksick to abound.” Milk sickness was no 
laughing matter. It was a toxin derived from 
the white snakeroot leaf. Cows ingested the 
poison, then produced it in their milk, 
passing it along to those who drank milk or 
ate butter. It was harmful or fatal to those 
who ingested it. When the Chattanooga 
Advertiser followed suit with accusations, the 
Winchester paper retaliated: “The Gazette, 
published at Chattanooga, Tennessee, talks 
as follows in relation to that infant city: 
‘At no former period since we have been a 
citizen of this place, have we ever witnessed a 
greater amount of drunkenness, harlotism, 
profanity and wickedness generally than 
now prevails in this city. It seems as if the 
devil has broken his chain and established 
here his head quarters.’ ... And yet this is 
the spot at which the Chattanooga Advertiser 
would have the University placed!”

Winchester conceded that, at the settle-
ment of the county, there had been two or 
three pockets of milk sickness. But those 

were nowhere near Sewanee, and had been 
eradicated. Over 100 Franklin County 
citizens signed a declaration that “there is 
not a place on the Globe where we would 
regard ourselves as being safer and more 
clearly above and beyond the reach of dis-
eases or sickness of any kind, than at Rowe’s 
Spring [now better known as ATO Spring 
in Abbo’s Alley].” 

By April 1858, the public fuss had mostly 
died down. The Winchester newspaper 
continued to show its support, however, by 
sending a huge contingent to Beersheba to 
cover the next trustees’ meeting in July. At 

This map, by Charles R. Barney, was Sewanee’s original land-use plan, lost 
during the Civil War but reconstructed from notes left by Major Fairbanks. 
Right: White snakeroot almost scuttled Sewanee’s chances of becoming the 
University’s location; it still flourishes in Abbo’s Alley. Photo by Jack B. Carman 
from The Wildflowers of Tennessee (Highland Rim Press, 2001; 
<www.wildflowerstn.com>).

Questions about University history?  
e-mail your inquiry to <lbarlame@sewanee.edu>.

that meeting, Alabama voiced its opposition 
to the choice of location. The bishop of that 
diocese believed there was a clause in the 
act of incorporation “expressly providing 
for a re-examination of the whole matter.” 
After some discussion, however, the Ala-
bama bishop conceded that “we are fairly 
beaten, and thoroughly defeated. I give up 
and surrender. ... Henceforth I am fully 
with you.” Alabama is to be thanked for her 
graciousness in the matter, and for helping 
the trustees affirm their position beyond a 
shadow of a doubt. 

— Annie Armour, C’77, University Archivist
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Sewanee: your book is about the relationship 
between religious faith and government in 
america. What motivated you to write about 
that topic?
Meacham: I believe in fighting what I like 
to call “the tyranny of the present” — the 
notion that everything is entirely new, like 
Miranda in The Tempest saying, “O brave new 
world that has such people in it!” My sense 
was that if we looked back at the decades 
before the American Revolution and the 
centuries since, we would find a source of 
light and reason about the divisive issues 
that face us. 

So, you look back to the nation’s founders, 
their statements and beliefs, as your model 
for the ideal relationship between faith and 
government. you say that they created a kind 
of civil or public religion in their political 
discourse. What did that faith look like? What 
were its tenets or characteristics? 
Benjamin Franklin used the phrase “public 
religion” in 17�9, talking about the necessity 
of a public religion for a people. The tenets 
of the American public religion are essen-

tially that there is a God, a creator who dwells 
beyond time and space, who is an attentive 
historical actor, who is interested in the fate 
of the United States, who listens to prayers, 
and who rewards and punishes, particularly 
beyond time, behavior on Earth. 

That sense of a creator God — what 
Jefferson called “Nature’s God” in the 
Declaration of Independence — is what 
the Founders and most presidents have 
meant when they make allusions to “the 
Almighty” in the public sphere. “God bless 
America,” “One nation under God,” “God 
help us” — phrases like those are relatively 
ecumenical and refer to the broad sense of 
what Jefferson called “Nature’s God.” 

If people are of a particular faith — Chris-
tian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, 
Wiccan, whatever — they most likely hear 
that “God” word and envision their own 
God. But the Founders resolutely resisted 
sectarian imagery or language of any kind 
in both the Declaration of Independence 
and in the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights. There is no evidence in any official 
public document that was intended to en-
dure from age to age that the Founders had 
any intention of setting up anything other 
than a nation which would prize religious 
liberty, which includes the liberty to believe 
in nothing at all. 

And I absolutely believe that there is a 
religious argument for religious liberty, 
which is that if God himself did not coerce 
religious belief, then men should not try to 
do so, either. Love coerced is not love; it’s 

Faith and the 
Public Sphere
A new book by Jon Meacham, C’91, charts a‘middle way’  
through politics and religion

In April, Random House published American Gospel: God, the Founding 
Fathers, and the Making of a Nation by Jon Meacham, C’91, managing edi-
tor of Newsweek magazine and a member of the University’s Board 
of Regents. “This book has been in the making for 18 years,” he 
says — ever since an undergraduate religion course with Professor 
Herbert Wentz. In the following interview, Meacham explains the 
lessons about religion and politics he sees in American history and 
the Anglican ethic.
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submission, it’s tyranny. So, to my mind, 
dedicated religious believers should be 
on the front lines of fighting for religious 
freedom, which necessarily includes the 
right not to believe. 

So you resist the notion of what people on 
the religious right would call a “Christian 
nation”?
I do, I do. It doesn’t stand up to historical 
scrutiny. Are we a nation full of Chris-
tians? Absolutely. We’re 80 percent or so 
Christian. Has every president been at least 
nominally Christian? Yes, with a Unitarian 
or two. Christian religious organizations, 
New Testament language, preachers — are 
all those things essential parts of life in 
America? Absolutely. Are we a Christian 
nation? No. 

That’s a very important distinction, be-
cause what the Founders were reacting to was 
the bloodshed of the previous centuries in 
Europe, where Christendom and temporal 
empires were all mixed up together, and 
kings felt as though they were fighting both 
for God and for their own interests. And 
no good had come of it. One of the rea-
sons there was a New World was an attempt 
to escape that kind of tyranny in the Old 
World. And the Founders had no interest 
in repeating those mistakes. 

Speaking of the religious wars that the found-
ers were reacting against, do you think that 
our world or our country is sliding back in 
that direction? 

I think there’s no doubt that there are 
elements motivated by violent religious ex-
tremism actively at work in the world. I think 
that when faith feeds violence, something 
has gone wrong in the broad monotheistic 
tradition. I don’t see how anybody who un-
derstands both the origins and the overall 
point of the sacred texts and the traditions 
of what are largely peaceful faiths — Chris-
tianity, Judaism, Islam — can come to the 
conclusion that killing in the name of God 
is justifiable. The argument I try to make is 
that history teaches us that religion should 
be one thread in the tapestry of public life, 
but not the whole tapestry. Societies that 
have embraced religious liberty and have 
built a broad middle class and democratic 
institutions have generally become forces 
for peace. 

do you see an analogy between, on the one 
hand, this balance in the nation between 
public religious expression and the freedom 
to practice any religion or no religion; and, 
on the other hand, Sewanee’s balance between 
being an episcopal-owned institution and 
being open to people of other faiths?
The University has long benefited from its 
connection to the Church. It owes its very 
life to the Church. But the University has 
also always embraced the principles of free-
dom of inquiry, academic freedom, liberty, 
tolerance, an appreciation for the complex-
ity of the world. At its best, it welcomes the 
diversity of the country in which we are all 
blessed to live. 

What I argue in the book has its roots 
in the Anglican idea of a middle way, that 
no one has a monopoly on truth — or at 
least no one on this side of paradise. We 
“see through a glass, darkly,” as Saint Paul 
said; we struggle and squint to see through 
it. That is certainly something I learned 
at Sewanee: the humble approach to what 
we can know and what we can’t know. The 
more you think you know, the more you’d 
better check yourself. Things are almost 
never as clear-cut as we’d like them to be. 
Our job is to move through what George 
Eliot called “the world of dim lights and 
tangled circumstance” as best we can, trying 
to shed light on a world that tends toward 
darkness. 

is there anything else you’d like to say about 
the book to the Sewanee audience? 
To me, history holds hope and lessons. It’s 
not a dark excursion into the past. It’s a 
journey to figure out what we can do better 
or what we should emulate. At a time when 
almost every political conversation in the 
United States touches on religious faith, 
it’s striking to me that the people who con-
structed the oldest functioning democracy 
in the world wrestled with exactly these same 
issues and were guided by some simple 
principles, the chief one being what I call the 
American Gospel. The good news about our 
country is that religion shapes us but doesn’t 
strangle us. To me, that’s a heartening and 
reassuring lesson from a long time ago that 
feels very, very relevant. 

The Founders 

set up a nation 

which would prize 

religious liberty, 

which includes the 

liberty to believe in 

nothing at all.
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Most football players will tell you that they 
play the sport for the pure love of the game. 
George Twitty loves it too, but football took 
on extra meaning last season for the 5-11, 
180-pound junior starting free safety.

That’s because Twitty is the stepbrother 
of Natalee Holloway, the Birmingham, 
Alabama, teenager who’s been missing in 
Aruba since May 30 of last year. 

He paid tribute to her each time he laced 
up his cleats — writing “N” on the left heel, 
and “H” on the right heel on the white tape 
that wrapped his shoes. He also wore an 
orange rubber bracelet under the glove on 
his left wrist with the words “Faith, hope, 
and prayer for Natalee.”

Most of his teammates also wore the 
bracelets, which were ordered for a prayer 

vigil for Natalee in Birming-
ham last summer. Twitty says 
that these friends have been 
his greatest source of support 
at Sewanee. 

“I always got support from 
my roommates and team-
mates. … Just being with me 
was important. They didn’t 
have to say anything. It’s hard 
to be alone. Just to hang out 
together was helpful.”

But Twitty and his team-
mates had to endure even 
more heartache. Only a few 
days after Twitty had returned 
from Aruba, where he spent 
two weeks with his family 
searching for Natalee, he was 

back at Sewanee for the start of summer 
school on June 13. On June 1�, wide 
receiver Stephen Motley, C’08  — one 
of those good friends who was there with 
Twitty when his sister disappeared — was 
killed in a car accident.

They honored both by overcoming a 2-� 
start to win three of their last four games and 
finish 5-5. A returning second-team All-
Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference 
pick, Twitty finished third on the team in 
tackles with 65 (�7 solo). He led the team in 
pass break-ups with nine, and had two in-
terceptions — returning one for 33 yards for 
a touchdown in a 33-1� victory at Marysville 
(Tenn.) on September 2�. He also had a 
forced fumble and blocked kick.

“He has such strength of character, 

the way he’s dealt with it,” 
Sewanee coach John Wind-
ham told the Huntsville 
(Ala.) Times. “As hard as I 
can imagine it is, he’s dealt 
with it beautifully. He’s been 
encouraging all of us while we 
try to encourage him.”

Twitty initially stayed at 
home in Birmingham with his 17-year-old 
stepbrother, Matt, following Natalee’s dis-
appearance. But after a week or so, they flew 
to Aruba to join their parents — Jug Twitty 
and Beth Holloway Twitty — in the search.

Ultimately, Twitty’s dad advised him that 
the best thing he could do was stay focused 
on his dreams of going to medical school 
and continuing to play college football. 
That proved to be good advice.

“I think Sewanee’s location helps me. 
There are not many distractions. I can 
try and keep my mind on academics. It’s a 
way for me to get away from the way it was 
in Birmingham, when there’s news every-
where. Being up here when you don’t have 
to worry about that confusion is good. I try 
and keep my mind on my work.” 

With the amount of television coverage 
Natalee’s case has continued to receive, he 
appreciates that Sewanee’s dorm rooms 
are not wired for cable. He says his father 
keeps him updated with news from home 
and tells him when there’s TV coverage 
that he might want to watch in the dorm 
commons room, like when Barbara Walters 
interviewed Beth Twitty as one of the “10 
Most Fascinating People” of 2005. “That 

Holloway’s 
disappearance  
hits home

George Twitty, C’07, had a close relationship with his stepsister, 
Natalee Holloway, whose disappearance in Aruba last May has been 
highly publicized. 



Spring Sports Highlights

WOmen’S SOCCer aLL-amerICan —  
Senior defender laura Johnston was cho-
sen to the 2005 All-American first team by 
the National Soccer Coaches Association 
of America (NSCAA). She is the school’s 

third women’s soccer All-American in the past four 
years, following Amanda Seifert, C’03, (third team in 
2002) and Sarah Oxford, C’05 (third team in 200�). 

Johnston, a team co-captain, led Sewanee to a 12–�–2 
overall record and a first-ever berth in the NCAA Division 

III tournament. She had five goals and four assists from her defender position.

naTIOnaL SCHOLar aTHLeTeS — Senior alex marsden in men’s soccer and fresh-
man elizabeth Wilber in field hockey earned national scholar athlete honors from 
their respective sports associations. 

A second team men’s college scholar All-American choice, Marsden was one of 
32 honorees from NCAA Division I, II, and II and NAIA, which comprise the three 
academic teams selected by the National Soccer Coaches Association of America 
(NSCAA). Marsden has a 3.68 cumulative grade point average and is a three-time, 
first-team choice for All-Region and the Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference 
as a forward.

Wilber was selected to the national academic squad by the National Field Hockey 
Coaches Association (NFHCA) for Division III. She played in all 17 games in the 
fall at the defender position, had a 3.5 GPA for the fall semester, and was also on 
the Southern Collegiate Athletic Honor Roll.

SWImmIng CHamPIOnS — Led by champions elliott dement, C’06, (�00 in-
dividual medley) and the men’s 200 free relay team, Sewanee placed third in both 
the men’s and women’s meets at the Southern Collegiate 
Athletic Conference swimming and diving championship 
in February at Delta State University (Cleveland, Miss.). 
Dement’s winning time of �:09.8� gave him the �00 I.M. 
title for the second straight year. In a photo finish, the Ti-
gers’ winning 200 free relay (1:25.�0) consisted of padraic 
Chisholm, C’08; dement; Casey Clark, C’09; and lo-
ren peterson, C’09, which edged DePauw by 0.35 second. 
Sewanee had 35 swimmers earn All-SCAC honors.

HOOPS HOnOrS — Sally Jackson closed out her career as 
the school’s fourth leading rebounder (7�3) and fifth all-
time scorer (1,28� points) and earned All-SCAC honors 
four times. Jackson was selected to the SCAC third team 
for the 2005–06 season. On the men’s side, junior guard 
Spencer rowland earned honorable mention All-SCAC 
as he averaged 1�.1 points per game and 3.0� assists per 
game this season.
Right: Senior Sally Jackson finished her basketball career in the top five in 
points (1,284) and rebounds (743).
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was pretty cool,” he says. 
In the spring semester, the biology 

major decided to take on a new athletic 
challenge by joining the golf team — his first 
attempt at this varsity sport. “I thought it 
would be fun to try out and try to get better 
at it,” he said. “Golf is something you can 
play all your life. I thought I could learn a 
few tricks and improve my game.” 

At the same time, he was completing an 
independent study related to the cancer 
research of Julie Lively, assistant professor 
of biology (see page 33 for a story about her 
work); applying for a summer internship in 
a research lab in Birmingham; and prepar-
ing for and taking the MCAT in April. 

Although he keeps his mind focused 
on his work and athletic involvement at 
Sewanee, he keeps Natalee close to him too 
by wearing the orange bracelet — which he 
never takes off. He hopes that others notice 
it every time he swings a club and remember 
to pray for Natalee as well. — Mike Ferlazzo, with 
additional research by Laura Barlament

 

A pre-med student, Twitty plays on Sewanee’s golf and 
football teams, always wearing an orange bracelet that 
reads, “faith, hope, and prayer for Natalee.” 
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Visit and find: Event information and registration,  Associated Alumni officers’ meeting minutes, 
Alumni photo album, and much more!

www.sewanee.edu/alumni

Officers 
of the 
associated 
alumni

The officers of the 
Associated Alumni 
gathered for a photo 
op in front of the 
McGriff Alumni 
House during their 
winter meeting, 
where they discussed 
how to meet their 
goal of increasing 
alumni participa-
tion in the Sewanee 
Fund to 50 percent. Pictured: (front row) Charlie Brock, C’87; Julie Curd, C’92; Joanne 
Boyd, C’77; Vicky Vieth Bratton, C’88; Andy Anderson, T’9�; (back row) Don Olmstead, 
C’81, president; Rondal Richardson, C’91; Read Carson Van de Water, C’86, and Jack 
Steinmeyer, C’71. Not pictured: Susan Bear, T’9�, and Jim Burchfield, C’78. 

Upcoming events

annual Sewanee golf Classic for 
alumni and Friends, June 16–17. Play two 
rounds of golf (one at Jack Nicklaus’ Bear 
Trace at Tims Ford and one on Sewanee’s 
own University course) and enjoy the fun-
filled weekend with your foursome and 
other alumni and friends.

Family matters, July 14. An event for 
prospective legacy students, providing a 
special insiders’ look at Sewanee.

alumni Volunteer Weekend, August 
4–6. Our annual appreciation and work-
shop weekend held in Sewanee for alumni 
volunteers in Admission, Career Services, 
Sewanee Clubs, the Sewanee Fund, and 
Planned Giving, past presidents of the 
Associated Alumni, and alumni officers 
and trustees.

Homecoming and reunion, October 26–
29. You’re invited back to the Mountain 
for a weekend of exciting and interesting 
activities with your classmates. Members 
of class years ending in 1 or 6 will celebrate 
reunions this year.

For more information, call 800.867.688�, 
send an e-mail to <jafisher@sewanee.edu>, 
or visit <www.sewanee.edu/alumni>.

Alumni Travel News
Plans are underway for an excursion to Greece in the spring of 2007. This trip is 
being developed and will be led by the renowned scholar and art historian Nigel 
McGilchrist, director of Sewanee’s European Studies Program. Space will be limited. 
For more information about this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, call Jay Fisher, 
executive director of the Associated Alumni, at 931.598.11�2. 

Seeking alumni award nominations

The Alumni Office seeks nominations for the following awards from the Associated 
Alumni, to be given at Homecoming:

Distinguished Alumni Award
Distinguished Young Alumni Award
John B. Crawford, C’28, Distinguished Alumni Service Award
Distinguished Faculty/Staff Award

Please send all nominations to Jay Fisher, executive director of the Associated 
Alumni, by e-mail at <jafisher@sewanee.edu> or by mail to the McGriff Alumni 
House, 735 University Ave., Sewanee, TN 37383.

◗
◗
◗
◗



alumni news

Spring 2006 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • �1

college class notes
classnotes@sewanee.edu
A convenient way to keep in touch with the Sewanee community.

Use classnotes@sewanee.edu to submit:
n	 Class notes.
n	 Digital photos. (See Alumni Photograph Policies below.)
n	 Changes in your address.

Thanks for noting that:
n	 Class notes deadlines are about eight weeks before the 

magazine publication date. 
n	 Sewanee magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. 

Please let us know about weddings, births, and degrees 
received after they have happened.

n	 This issue contains news received by March 2. The Summer 
2006 deadline is May 15. We are also planning to publish a 
fall issue this year, with a class notes deadline of August 15. 

You can also write or call us at:
Office of Communications and Marketing
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
800.367.1179

WAnTeD: neWSHOunDS
Have you ever wondered what has happened to certain class-
mates? Have you been disappointed with the lack of news from 
your class? Here’s a way you can help!
 Sewanee magazine would like to reinstate a class secretary 
system of gathering and reporting class news. This volunteer 
position is an opportunity for you to contribute to the College 
Class Notes section of Sewanee magazine, be the first to hear 
your classmates’ news, and help shape alumni communications. 
 If you are interested in volunteering or just in finding out more 
information, please contact Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine 
editor, at <lbarlame@sewanee.edu> or 931.598.1424. 

ALuMni pHOTOgrApH pOLiCieS
n	 We accept photos of Sewanee groups at weddings and other 

special events. With the photo, send the names and class 
years of all alumni pictured; birth date, parents’ names, and 
class years with photos of children; dates and locations of 
events pictured. 

n	 Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; 
color is preferred.  Prints should be on glossy paper with no 
surface texture.

n	 Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 250 pixels per inch. 
Low resolution photos converted to higher resolutions are not 
acceptable.

n	 Prints will be returned at your request. Write your name and 
address on the back of the photo. 

Homecoming and reunion
OCTOBer 26–29, 2006

Mark your calendars and save October 26–29 for Homecoming and Reunion  
at Sewanee.
 

Class reunions
2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961, 1956 
and Exornati

college class notes

1951
ed Ball writes, “Joan and I celebrated 
our 53rd wedding anniversary in 2005 
and I am still enjoying being a realtor 
after 56 years in the business. Chuck 
Hall; Allan King; Tom Lamb; Ad ingle, 
C’50; Henry Hutson, C’50, and their 
wives got together here in Charleston 
this summer to get caught up. Some 
thought others looked a little older 
than when at Sewanee. A month later, 
egbert Jones, C’50, and his wife, Gi 
Gi, came through Charleston, and Ad 
and Henry joined us for another fun 
evening.”

1953
Bertram Wyatt-Brown and his wife, 
Anne, traveled to New York in January 

2006, meeting friends Joe Thomas 
and Nancy Gailor, to see the Zeffirelli 
production of Puccini’s Turandot. Anne 
is the editor of The Journal of Aging, 
Humanities, and Arts. Bert was a 
keynote speaker at the Southern His-
torical Collection’s 75th anniversary 
at UNC Chapel Hill. He also lectured 
at Sewanee last year for the Friends 
of duPont Library and the Southern 
Intellectual History Circle. 

1955
Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte, 
president emeritus of Florida State 
University and a professor in the FSU 
College of Law, was presented with 
the International Bar Association’s 
prestigious Rule of Law Award in Mi-
ami on February 26, 2006. The award 
honors individuals who have made a 

Sewanee roommates Cot Campbell, C’50, and Walter Bryant, C’49, with their 
wives, Ann and Blanche, enjoyed some holiday cheer at The Bowery Restaurant in 
Aiken, S.C. Cot’s Dogwood Stables’ colors show in the background.
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significant and lasting contribution to 
upholding the rule of law worldwide. 
Sandy played a lead role in the 
establishment of the Central and 
East European Law Initiative (CEELI) 
in 1989, which helped emerg-
ing democracies codify their legal 
systems after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

1956
Julian Walker’s beloved wife, Ellen, 
died in December 2005. Julian was 
chairman of the class of 1956’s 
25th reunion and is working with 
Joe McAllister on the class’s 50th 
reunion, to be held in October.

1957
patrick Anderson writes a book re-
view each Monday in The Washington 
Post. He has completed a book on 
contemporary popular fiction, The 
Triumph of the Thriller, set to be 
published by Random House in the 
spring of 2007. He celebrated the 
birth of his twin granddaughters in 
2005. Oscar S. Fowler retired from 
the Department of Management at 
the University of Tennessee in June 
2003. He had served as department 
head for 15 years and as a faculty 
member for 33 years. He works for 
the marble and granite business his 
son started in Knoxville, Tenn., six 
years ago.

1958
Tupper Saussy’s visual art was 
exhibited at the Stanford Fine Art gal-
lery in Nashville, Tenn., in December 
2005. 

196�
Michael Curtis is completing his 
15th year teaching constitutional law 
and constitutional and legal history 
at the Wake Forest School of Law. 
The second edition of the casebook 
he co-authored, Constitutional Law 
in Context, was published in January 

2006. His son, Matthew Fontaine 
Curtis-Maury, is a graduate student 
at William and Mary. His wife, Debo-
rah Maury, is a practicing attorney, 
emphasizing social security disability 
cases. Dwight Ogier is serving as in-
terim rector at the Episcopal Church 
of the Nativity, Fayetteville, Ga.

1966
Stacy Haines announces the birth 
of granddaughter Arianna Duibheasa 
Haines-Meenan in October 2005. 
Arianna lives in Belfast, Northern Ire-
land, with her mother, Blythe, and her 
father, Chris, who are both archaeol-
ogy students there. Stacy writes, “It’s 
also been a good year for Grandpa, 
as his Southside Tennis Academy 
(SSTA) in Tucson, Ariz., was selected 
by the USTA as the top summer 
tennis academy in the Southwest. 
The SSTA is a unique academy in 
that it brings low-income urban youth 
in touch with internationally ranked 
instructors for a full month every 
summer. In the past few years, nine 
academy players have earned college 
tennis scholarships.” Scott Smith 
writes, “My wife, Freddi, and I spent 
four weeks in Egypt and Kenya. My 
daughter, Emily, and son-in-law, Ja-
son, are studying in Cairo. Emily, who 
has her J.D. from William and Mary 
law school, is studying on a Fulbright 
for her Ph.D. in modern Islamic law. 
Jason is studying Arabic language 
and literature on a CASA scholarship. 
Both plan to teach. Our son Josh’s 
National Guard unit is preparing for a 
tour of duty in Iraq, much to our cha-
grin. I just ‘retired’ from teaching in 
Regis University’s master of nonprofit 
management program. I have my own 
consulting practice, and my business 
partner and I also have started a new 
consulting organization, Stonehill 
Consulting Group, specializing in 
transition management and fundrais-
ing for nonprofits in the Rocky Moun-
tain region. Freddi continues her 
psychotherapy practice in Boulder, 
Colo. We still live in the mountains 
at 9,000 feet (since Sewanee I have 
always stayed close to mountains). 
Whatever success I have had is the 
result of two events: four years at 

Douglas porch, C’67, professor of national security affairs at the Naval Post-
graduate School in Monterey, Calif., and Himalee Arunatilake, C’94, acting 
deputy director of the public communications division of the Sri Lankan Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, discovered that they attended the same university. They had a 
cup of tea during a break in a conference on “Transition from War to Peace” in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, January 24-26, 2006, co-sponsored by the Bandaranaike 
Centre for International Studies (BCIS) in Colombo and the Near East South 
Asia Center of Washington, D.C. 

reunionyear
OCTOBer 26–29

reunionyear
OCTOBer 26–29



college class notes

Spring 2006 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • �3

Sewanee and being married to a 
psychotherapist. I recommend both. 
It’s hard to imagine better prepara-
tion for an ever-changing world.” 
philip Wilheit was named vice chair-
man of the Brenau University Board 
of Trustees in December 2005. He 
lives in Gainesville, Ga.

1967
Tommy Balsley lives with his wife, 
Martha, in Reidsville, N.C., where he 
is the most enthusiastic St. Louis 
Cardinals fan in the state and the 
human resource manager at UNIFI 
Inc. Tom writes a monthly steward-
ship letter for his Episcopal church, 
actively participates in Habitat for 
Humanity, and is on the boards of 
several charitable organizations, 
when he is not busy keeping up with 
“The Cards.” John Canale is 
chairman of D. Canale & Co., a 

diverse investment company. John 
writes, “I have built a house in 
Monteagle and spend several 
months of the year there. It has been 
a lot of fun to reconnect with the 
Sewanee community and to 
contribute to all of the very exciting 
things taking place there right now. 
What is surprising is the great 
number of people up there that are 
doing the exact same thing I am. As 
my friend Albert gooch, HA’70, H’04, 
said, ‘The Mountain calls you back.’” 
ronald Conner distinguished himself 
by earning numerous theological 
credentials at the General Theologi-
cal Seminary in New York City, Drew 
University in Madison, N.J., and 
Boston University. Ron is a priest at 
St. Steven and the Incarnation 
Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C. 
He is also cathedral chaplain at the 
Washington Cathedral, and priest 
associate at Christ Church, 

Georgetown. The Rev. Dr. Marion 
Hatchett, professor emeritus at the 
Sewanee School of Theology, was 
second reader for his Th.D. 
dissertation. He writes, “Jackson Fray 
keeps in touch. I saw randy Hansen 
on the Metro, and heard from Larry 
Stevens after his return from Iraq.” 
Tom Dailey, who earned his J.D. at 
the University of Arkansas in 1970, 
returned to Ft. Smith to specialize 
primarily in oil and gas law at Daily & 
Woods. He was 2003–04 president 
of the Arkansas Bar Association. He 
plays tennis with Cody Hayes, also a 
Ft. Smith attorney. Tom and his wife, 
Debby, have three children, Jack 
(33), Mike (28), and Chris (24). rus-
sell Daniel and his wife, Carolyn, left 
Nashville for Sarasota, Fla., in pursuit 
of “the good life and golf.” Frank 
Daunt and his wife, Jane, live in 
Franklin, La., where Frank is the 
rector of Saint Mary’s Episcopal 

Church and Jane is the assistant 
principal at a junior high school. 
Franklin is due west of New Orleans, 
“not a great place to have been when 
Katrina hit.” Frank’s church partnered 
with the First United Methodist 
Church to run a shelter for hurricane 
evacuees for about three and a half 
weeks. He adds, “John Sennete is a 
priest in our diocese, in St. 
Francisville, which was out of harm’s 
way. One of the first calls I got after 
Katrina was from rick Brewer in 
Tulsa. I connected him with a 
congregation in Slidell, another badly 
hit town.” peter DeSaix is at the 
University of North Carolina School of 
Public Health in Chapel Hill doing 
epidemiology research. Pete is a 
Sewanee trustee and active in the 
Sewanee Club of the Triangle. Pete 
and his wife, Jean, have twin 
daughters, Anna and Amy, C’99. 
richard A. Dolbeer received the 

Sewanee fund goal: $3.15 million by June 30, 2006
Call 800.367.1179 or visit  
www.sewaneeonline.com

Teamwork
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Federal Aviation Administration’s 
Excellence in Aviation Research 
Award in Washington, D.C., on 
November 16, 2005, for his work in 
airport wildlife hazard mitigation. His 
efforts have significantly reduced 
aircraft collisions with birds at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport in New 
York and laid the foundation for 
subsequent work at more than 600 
airports. He calls his career “an 
incredible adventure,” adding, “it has 
been particularly satisfying to publish 
applied research in peer-reviewed 
journals (about 150 publications to 
date) and see the results embraced 
and implemented by agencies and 
industry world-wide.” He gives credit 
to his Sewanee education, especially 
to “Harry Yeatman [professor 
emeritus of biology] and others who 
taught biology from a Darwinist 
foundation,” for his successes. Jim 
Hill and his wife, Catherine, live in 
Louisville, Ky. Jimmy Lott and his 
wife, Pamela, live in Mandeville, La., 
due north of New Orleans on the 
shores of Lake Pontchartrain. Jimmy 
was a furniture executive in the New 
Orleans area for several years. He 
retired in order to advance other 
pursuits like tennis, scuba diving, 
flying, and sky diving. Jimmy has 
traveled extensively and earned an 
M.Ed. from Loyola University. Pamela 
retired from her position as partner 
with Baker Botts in Houston and has 
published several books under the 
name of Pamela Binnings Ewen. Her 
Faith on Trial is in its third printing. 
elmer Maggard lives on a farm near 
Booneville, Ky. Elmer received a B.A. 
in English literature and psychology 
from Centre College in 1968. He 
went on to obtain an M.A. in 1972 
and a Ph.D. in 1978, both in clinical 
psychology from the University of 
Kentucky. He has two grown children, 
Rob and Amy. His wife, Mary Ruth, is 
a writer, actress, and artist. To see 
her work, visit <www.tutuoriginals.
com>. Tom Moon and his wife, Libby, 
live in Charlotte, N.C., where he 
keeps in touch with many Sewanee 
friends, including Tim peters. 
richard Oberdorfer is the chair of 
the history department at Norfolk 
Academy in Norfolk, Va. He received 
his M.A. in history with a certificate 

in Latin American studies from the 
University of Florida in 1970, then 
“completed coursework for my Ph.D., 
but decided to get married and go to 
work in 1972!” He taught for four 
years at Briarwood School in Palatka, 
Fla., eventually becoming the chair of 
the history department. At Norfolk, he 
teaches courses in European, Latin 
American, and Alternate History. His 
wife, Wanda, teaches theatre arts 
and directs plays at Nansemond-
Suffolk Academy in Suffolk, Va. 
george paine has been a judge in  
U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Nashville for 
24 years. But don’t expect him to be 
there all the time. “My main love is 
foreign work — trips to Russia, China, 
Taiwan, NATO, and Panama with the 
Council on Foreign Relations,” says 
George. Tim peters and his wife, 
Jean, have moved from Charlotte,  
N.C., to North Palm Beach, Fla., 
where he works for Key Bank. Tim 
spoke with Tony ewell, who still loves 
living in England. Bert polk and his 
wife, Kathy, announce the birth of 
their fourth grandchild and second 
grandson, Chase Benjamin Polk, on 
October 28, 2005. Bert writes, “Kathy 
and I were fortunate to spend some 
time in Chestertown, Md., with Aaron 
Welch and his wife, Janet, last 
summer. The Welches live in 
Bradenton, Fla.” Ben powell retired 
from his work as an anesthesiologist 
in Asheville, N.C. He says that one of 
his first official retirement acts was 
paying for his daughter’s wedding on 
June 18, 2005. Tom price is a 
pediatrician. He lives with his wife, 
Sondra, in Hopkinsville, Ky. Tom 
received his M.D. at the University of 
Pennsylvania and his master’s in 
public administration at the 
University of Kansas. He also 
completed Sewanee’s Education for 
Ministry program. Tom and Sondra 
spent 17 years in Starkville, Miss., 
then 10 in Kingsport, Tenn., before 
moving to Hopkinsville. They have two 
grown children and a granddaughter. 
Tom participates in a wide range of 
activities, including singing in the 
church choir, kayaking, and ballroom 
dancing. John reed retired as 
president of Tennessee Book 
Company in Nashville on June 30, 
2005. John and his wife, Rebecca, 

Session One: June 18-23
Session Two: July 2-7
Alumni and friends, enjoy Sewanee in the summer and stretch 
your brain a little! We have an exciting cast of professors and 
our usual mix of interesting topics this year. The two sessions 
have identical content, featuring: 

professor dan backlund, theatre: The Water Puppets of Hanoi

professor Charlie brockett, political Science: Political Bias in 
the Classroom: How Serious Is the Problem?

professor Sid brown, religion: Green Buddhism: What the 
Buddhists Bring to the Table

professor virginia Craighill, english: The Female Artist in 
American Women’s Fiction

professor arthur knoll, history: Waging a Counter-Insurgency 
Campaign

  
Each faculty member will also present a second lecture with 
discussion. We’re housed in air-conditioned Humphreys 
Hall, next to Stirling’s Coffee House and just down the street 
from our meeting space in the Bishop’s Common. For more 
information, contact Professor Bran Potter, 735 University 
Ave., Sewanee, TN 37383; e-mail <bpotter@sewanee.edu>; 
call (931) 598-1�79.

SEWANEE 
SUMMER 
SEMINAR 
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plan to spend more time traveling, 
including visits to their daughter in 
Portland, Ore. John is contemplating 
a return to teaching and plans even 
more reading. Bill Scheu was 
selected by Florida Gov. Jeb Bush to 
serve as interim supervisor of 
elections in Jacksonville. When the 
former supervisor resigned, the 
governor needed to maximize 
electoral integrity and said that only 
someone like Bill could fulfill the 
duties of the position and be 
accepted by the community. Bill 
relinquished the post to return to his 
law practice in Jacksonville, where he 
lives with his wife, Peggy. Jim 
Stallworth and his wife, Peggy, 
spend about half their time at their 
retreat on the Intercoastal Waterway, 
just north of Morehead City, N.C., 
where Jim says he is “trying to learn 
to fish.” Jim is an anesthesiologist in 
Burlington, N.C. Jim and Peggy have 
two children, William, a UNC 
graduate, and Joe, about to finish his 
studies at Montana State in 
Bozeman. Joe Sturtevant turned 60 
in June 2005, causing forced FAA 
retirement from Federal Express in 
Memphis. This event comes “after 37 
plus years of driving some sort of jet-
propelled machinery or another, 
including products from Bell 
Helicopter, McDonnell Douglas, 
Boeing, North American, and Airbus.” 
Joe and his wife, Dawn, have two 
children, Heather (29) and Russell 
(28). Chris Swift spent some time in 
Cleveland, Tenn., last summer before 
returning to Belgium to continue his 
missionary work. Chris was in the 
States to meet his second grandson, 
Nathan Alexander Carter, born June 
3, 2005, to his daughter, Christina, 
and her husband, Howard. His first 
grandson, Lee (2), was excited about 
his brother and the fun stuff to play 
with in the hospital room. John Taylor 
practiced law with a big firm in 
Jacksonville before starting his own 
in 1981. He earned his law degree 
from the University of Florida in 
1970. John specializes in general 
commercial litigation, and represents 
people in arbitration with claims 
against brokerage firms. John’s wife, 
Julia (Juju), is employed by the 
discount clothing chain Stein Mart, 

headquartered in Jacksonville. John 
says, “We have two boys, one a jazz 
musician in New York, and the other 
an artist in Washington, D.C. Don’t 
ask how I ended up with children 
with creative talent. They must have 
their mother’s genes.” John and Julia 
moved from Jacksonville to Amelia 
Island about 10 years ago and enjoy 
living on the marsh side of the 
island. They enjoy travel and exercise, 
taking extensive bike trips annually, 
and visiting their kids often. They met 
george paine and his wife, Ophelia, 
in France during the summer of 
2005. richard Terry lives with his 
wife, Lynn, in Nashville, where he 
works as a general surgeon. In his 
“spare time,” he is an Air National 
Guard assistant to USAF Air Combat 
Command Surgeon for Medical 
Readiness and a colonel in the 
Tennessee ANG. In his “free time,” he 
travels, plays golf, and sails with 
Sewanee graduate and ANG retiree, 
David Smith, C’73, in Annapolis, Md. 
Lee Thomas and his wife, Dorothy, 
live in Atlanta, Ga. He is president 
and COO of Georgia-Pacific, one of 
the world’s leading manufacturers 
and marketers of tissue, packaging, 
paper, and other materials. Georgia-
Pacific has been a major contributor 
of building products to areas hit by 
Katrina and other hurricanes. Tom 
Ward retired as chaplain of the 
University of the South at the end of 
December 2005, after 11 years of 
service. His retirement marked 30 
years of priesthood for the former 
president of the Order of Gownsmen. 
Tom and his wife, Peggy, plan to stay 
active in the Sewanee community 
and the life of the Saint Mary’s 
conference center. Tom’s son, reid, 
C’04, is working toward his master’s 
degree at Vanderbilt. robert Welch 
works for the Citadel as director of 
information and technical services. 
Robert and his wife, Anne, live close 
to the college in James Island, S.C. 
John White and his wife, Joy, live in 
Lynchburg, Tenn., on Tims Ford Lake, 
where they enjoy boating and golf. 
They commute together the “22 rural 
miles to Shelbyville, Tenn.,” where 
John practices law at Bobo, Hunt, 
and White. Joy is manager of the US 
Bank in Shelbyville. In April 2005, 

Walter Smith, C’77, took off a month last summer, renting a house in a village 
by the sea on the Aspotogan Peninsula in Nova Scotia. Several Sewanee friends 
visited during the month and they jointly celebrated their 50th birthdays by frol-
icking around the province, sailing, sleeping late, reading, eating lobsters and 
strawberries, and taking naps each afternoon. They found, to their great regret, 
that restaurants in Canada do not offer AARP discounts, but otherwise, a great 
time was had by all. Seated are Terrell James and ginny runge, both C’77. 
Standing are Cameron Armstrong, Terrell’s husband; Walter Smith, holding his 
cat, Huxley; and Jeff runge, C’77. Huxley put a sizable dent into the province’s 
population of field mice during the month.
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the Whites spent time in D.C. doing 
the tourist trek of Congress, the 
Washington Monument, the White 
House, the Supreme Court, and so 
on. They also spend time with John’s 
brother, Steve White, C’64, and his 
wife, Brenda, in Asheville, N.C.

1968
paul Mcllhenny, head of the 
company that makes Tabasco and 
2006 King of Carnival, was featured 
in the New Orleans Times-Picayune 
on February 28, 2006. The article 
detailed the qualities that made Paul 
the perfect choice for heading up the 
Mardi Gras parade in the wake of 
the recent hurricane disasters in New 
Orleans.

1969
Doug Baker writes, “This past Fourth 
of July, I returned to the Mountain 
for the Sewanee Summer Seminar. 
This had been on my ‘wish list’ for 
years. I cannot say enough good 
things about the experience (e.g., 
no quizzes). Check it out for yourself. 
Thanks to Bran and Cindy Potter and 
lecturers and helpers for a marvelous 
week at Sewanee.” [Ed.’s note: see 
p. 44 for information about the 2006 
summer seminar.] Bill Davis and 
his wife, Anne, purchased a home 
at Clifftops in Monteagle and look 
forward to spending more time on 
the Mountain in 2006. rob Heyer 
appeared frequently on national TV 
during the past NFL football season, 
noted Jock Tonissen, C’70. Rob is 
the team doctor for the Carolina 
Panthers. 

1970
Alan Biddle writes, “I have enjoyed 
the class notes section, but some-
how I never quite contemplated 
reporting my own retirement. Anyway, 
I retired from American Airlines as of 
December 1, 2005. It was my third 
career, after stints in the U.S. Air 
Force and then NASA. No doubt, if 
something interesting comes along, 
there may be a fourth out there. At 

present, I am just enjoying sitting 
in a chair which does not move, 
reacquainting myself with Tennessee, 
and making frequent trips to the 
Mountain.” Don ellis was admitted 
to the Virginia Bar and has joined 
Mann, Vita & Elrod, PLLC, of Lexing-
ton, Va., where he will continue his 
law practice.

1972
Willie Dodds writes, “Ferdi and I are 
still living in Mt. Pleasant, S.C., and 
celebrated 25 years in July 2005. 
I’ve been with Johnson & Johnson, 
Inc., Managers for 15 years. I am a 
marketing manager for South Caro-
lina for this property and casualty 
general agent. My son Christopher 
graduated from Dartmouth in June 
and works for Bank of America in 
Charlotte in the commercial real 
estate department. My son Hutson 
is a senior at Porter-Gaud School 
and accepted a baseball scholarship 
offer from the College of Charleston. 
If you’re in the neighborhood, please 
look us up. We’re in the book.”

1973
Henry Bedford was elected 
chairman and CEO of Southwest-
ern/GreatAmerican Inc., one of 
Nashville’s largest and oldest 
private companies. While attending 
Sewanee, Henry began his career as 
one of the company’s interns. He was 

vice president and treasurer before 
this recent promotion. Southwest-
ern/GreatAmerican is comprised of 
the Southwestern Company and 11 
other businesses, mostly headed by 
graduates of its summer program. 
The company is international in 
scope. Henry and his wife, Barbara 
reid Bedford, live in Franklin, Tenn. 
Henry Hartman writes, “Deborah and 
I moved to Naples, Fla. I have taken 
a programmer-analyst position with 
Health Management Associates, Inc. 
Deb works as a hospital pharmacist 
with Naples Community Hospital. 
We came through Wilma with virtu-
ally no damage to the house. The 
trees were another story. We had 
to saw down a big mahogany, even 
though it survived, because its roots 
destroyed a water main. Other than 
the vegetation, we were pretty lucky.” 
Marc O’Brien has been appointed 
assistant chancellor of the Diocese 
of Chicago by Bishop William Persell. 
Marc provides legal counsel to 
Bishop and Trustees, a not-for-profit 
corporation that holds title to all di-
ocesan real estate, including mission 
parishes. Marc also is an adjunct 
faculty member at Seabury-Western 
Seminary in Evanston, Ill., where he 
teaches a course in canon law called 
“Sex, Money and Real Estate.” John 
A. Weatherly is a lieutenant colonel 
with the Army National Guard. He 
was deployed to Iraq at the end of 
January for 15 months. He is the 
primary chaplain to a brigade of 
10,000 soldiers.

197�
Bill Folger is the team leader for a 
medical, dental, and veterinary mis-
sion to Honduras which leaves every 
June, funded in part by the Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Spirit in Houston, 
Tex., and the Episcopal Medical Mis-
sion Foundation. Sewanee students 
and graduates have accompanied 
him on this mission. Anyone inter-
ested in participating can contact Bill 
at <catdoc323@aol.com>. Please 
type “Honduras” in the subject line. 
Bill gregg and his wife, Marie, live in 
Shreveport, La. He is the PACS (Pic-
ture Archiving and Communication 
System, or radiology digital imaging) 
administrator for the Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences Center. 
He received a master’s degree in 
systems technology from LSU in 
2001 and several PACS certifications 
in the last two years. Marie received 
a degree in physical therapy from 
the University of Texas and works 
in home health for Willis Knighton 
Health Systems. His daughter, Steph-
anie, is a senior at O’Fallon High 
School in the St. Louis area. She has 
been accepted to Maryville University 
in St. Louis to work on a degree in 
interior design. Louis Martin enjoys 
teaching in and chairing the English 
department at Elizabethtown Col-
lege. He writes, “With recent hires 
from Harvard, Yale, and Oxford, the 
department is thriving. My colleagues 
are in the Sewanee mold: intelligent, 
collegial, and excellent teachers. I’ve 
published articles on Shakespeare 
and Herbert. My family and I moved 
to Palmyra, Penn. Old friends driving 
to New York may find us near their 
route, just off I-81 North. We’d love to 
see them.”

1975
John Buchanan Jr., former director 
of the Portland Art Museum, was 
named director of the rebuilt M.H. de 
Young Memorial Museum by the San 
Francisco Fine Arts Museums board 
in November 2005. richard “Dick” 
Carlton has joined the senior 
management team of One Georgia 
Bank (IO) as the chief lending officer. 

Sydney Miller, C’88, married Robert Harold Norris III at Saint John’s Episcopal 
Church in Winnsboro, S.C., on November 5, 2005. Pictured are most of the 
Sewanee folks who attended the wedding.
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His duties include oversight and 
direction of all lending activities, loan 
production, and credit functions. 
James T. 
Matthews 
published the 
first new book on 
Fort Concho in 
50 years, Fort 
Concho: A 
History and a 
Guide. Fort 
Concho provided 
a vital link in the line of frontier 
defense and led to the development 
of the town of San Angelo, Tex. 

1976
Allen reddick, professor of English 
literature at the University of Zürich, 
published Samuel Johnson’s Unpub-
lished Revisions to the Dictionary of 
the English Language: A Facsimile 
Edition (Cambridge University Press, 
2005). He received fellowships from 
the American Society of Eighteenth-
Century Studies and the Bibliograph-
ical Society of America to support his 
sabbatical research in the Harvard 
University libraries this year.

1977
Kent Larason lives with his wife, 
Jean, and daughter, Claire (11), in 
Oklahoma City, Okla. He is a senior 
attorney with the Social Security 
Administration’s Office of Hearings 
and Appeals. Jean is a licensed so-
cial worker in the medical field, work-
ing with dialysis patients. Kent writes, 
“We have reconnected to Sewanee 
through the current enrollment of 
Christopher Clinkscales, C’09, the 
son of William Clinkscales, and his 
wife, Alejandra. Bill was my room-
mate at Sewanee. Additionally, Ms. 
Pat Furmanski, whose daughter is a 
senior at Sewanee, is the curriculum 
coordinator and assistant head at 
Trinity School, where Claire attends 
fifth grade. The Furmanskis are good 
friends with the Pearigen family (rob 
pearigen, C’76, is vice president for 
university relations), having resided 
in Sewanee in the early ’90s while 

her husband taught political science 
during the sabbatical of Dr. Barclay 
Ward. Small world.” Jeff runge was 
appointed in February to the position 
of acting under secretary for science 
and technology in the Department 
of Homeland Security. A statement 
by Homeland Security Secretary 
Michael Chertoff said: “Jeff is tempo-
rarily taking on this important duty 
during a period of transition at the 
science and technology directorate, 
while maintaining his responsibili-
ties as chief medical officer. Jeff will 
provide critical direction and sound 
management at an agency that is vi-
tal to homeland security. The science 
and technology directorate has the 
tremendous responsibility of testing 
and designing the next generation of 
equipment and tools our front-line 
employees and first responders 
need to protect our country against 
the threats of terror and respond to 
major catastrophes.”

1979
Linda Todd Buikema writes, “My 
son, Lance Corporal John Buikema, 
arrived home from Iraq safely. Thank 
you for all of your prayers.” 

1981
Tom edwards was inducted as 
president of the Jacksonville chapter 
of the American Board of Trial Advo-
cates (ABOTA) in December. ABOTA’s 
mission is to preserve and protect 
the civil jury trial system. Tom is a 
partner with Peek, Cobb, Edwards 
and Ashton, PA.

1983
Marcus Collier was commissioned 
to produce a suite of walnut furniture 
that will be placed in a landmark 
Frank Lloyd Wright house in Chicago. 
Marcus has been a woodworker mak-
ing furniture and utensils for almost 
20 years. Take a look at his work at 
<www.marcuswoodworking.com>. 

198�
John F. evans was elected by the 
Diocese of Atlanta to serve on the 
University’s Board of Trustees. His 
term will include the 2007–08 
celebration of the University’s 
sesquicentennial anniversary. He 
created a site about the history of 
the University of the South: <www.
SewaneeMuseum.org>.

1985
Becca Stevens, T’91, was named 
by the Tennessean as one of the 
2005 Tennesseans of the Year 
for her founding of Magdalene, a 
rehabilitation center for women with 
histories of drug abuse, prostitution, 
and arrests. Becca is chaplain of 
St. Augustine’s Chapel at Vanderbilt 
University.

1986
Maia Boswell-penc published 
Tainted Milk: Breastmilk, Feminisms, 
and the Politics of Environmental 
Degradation (SUNY Press). Tainted 
Milk provides an in-depth analysis 
of the debate about infant nour-
ishment issues, with a particular 
focus on environmentally contami-
nated breastmilk. Maia is assistant 
professor of women’s studies at the 
University at Albany, State University 
of New York.

1987
Weston Adams iii joined McAngus, 
Goudelock, and Courie, in Columbia, 
S.C., where he heads the appellate 
practice group. He and his wife, Lisa, 
have two children, Isabel (8) and 
Ned (6). They live on a farm outside 
of Camden, S.C. Henry D. W. Burt 
and Mitzi van der veer, C’91, an-
nounce the birth of Andrew Radcliffe 
Burt in August 2005. Radcliffe joined 
older brother Bacheler, who turned 
two in August. In September 2005, 
Henry left the Troutman Sanders law 
firm to accept a position as corpo-

rate counsel at CarMax, Inc., which is 
headquartered in Richmond, Va. Mitzi 
works as an advertising and promo-
tions manager at Sony Electronics.

1989
elizabeth Mebus greenwood has 
two sons, 
William (1) 
and Rob (3). 
She works as 
assistant 
annual giving 
director at 
Southern 
Methodist 
University in Dallas. Elizabeth, 
husband Durant, and the boys look 
forward to spending a week in 
Sewanee next summer with Lynn 
Wilkins, Katie pearson, Kim 
Heitzenrater and their families! 
roger D. Hodge was named editor of 
Harper’s magazine in November 
2005. He began working for the 
magazine as an intern in 1996. 
Laura Jane Atchison pittman and 
Buck pittman, C’90, live in 
Jacksonville, Fla., with their three 
children, Heather (10), Lily (7), and 
Will (4). Laura Jane is writing 
freelance for the Jacksonville 
Business Journal. She also sings 
soprano in the Jacksonville 
Symphony Chorus, which just 
recorded its first professional CD, 
Orff’s Carmina Burana (Telarc, 2006). 
Buck is a senior landscape architect 
with England Thims & Miller and is 
acting chairman of Jacksonville’s 
Historic Preservation Commission.

1990
David Dye is CEO and president of 
Computer Programs and Systems 
Inc., which Forbes rated No. 31 
on its list of the 200 Best Small 
Companies (published in the issue of 
October 31, 2005). “We are honored 
to be acknowledged by Forbes for 
our consistent performance,” David 
said. CPSI provides healthcare 
information solutions for community 
hospitals. rex e. elliott has sent in 
a couple of updates about his life. In 
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the first, he reported on the addition 
of two nephews and a goddaughter 
to his family. At that time, he was 
working for Nike in Portland, Ore., a 
job he was enjoying very much. In 
the second, he wrote that Nike was 
sending him to Qingdao, China, for 
a three-year stint as footwear opera-
tions director. “It’s a great time to be 
going, with the Olympics coming to 
China in two years,” he commented. 
“So, if you decide to come to the 
Olympics, don’t hesitate to drop me 
a note so I can make sure you get 
the royal treatment.” val McCord 
writes, “I have two big pieces of 
happy news. First, after three years 
being a stay-at-home mommy, I have 
returned to the work force. I am a 
business analyst for a phone mes-
saging service, OneCall Now. Second, 
last fall I ran two marathons, the U.S. 
Air Force Marathon at Wright-Patter-
son A.F.B. and the Columbus Mara-
thon, both here in the great state of 
Ohio.” elka Olsen and Jon Carroll, 
C’93, were married in Dallas, Tex., on 
October 22, 2005. The couple lives 
in Dallas, where Jon is an attorney for 
Baker and McKenzie, LLP, and Elka is 
a writer and creative supervisor for 
Javelin Direct Advertising. Adrienne 
paul married Kevin D. Elwell in 
Springfield, Va., on December 31, 
2005. They live in Fairfax, Va. Buck 
pittman and Laura Jane Atchison 
pittman, C’89, live in Jacksonville, 
Fla., with their three children, Heather 
(10), Lily (7), and Will (4). Laura 
Jane is writing freelance for the 
Jacksonville Business Journal. She 
also sings soprano in the Jackson-
ville Symphony Chorus, which just 
recorded its first professional CD, 
Orff’s Carmina Burana (Telarc, 2006). 
Buck is a senior landscape architect 
with England Thims & Miller and is 
acting chairman of Jacksonville’s 
Historic Preservation Commission. 
Laura Trabue Wissent and her 
husband, Robert, were featured in the 
Johnson City Press. On September 
21, 2005, Laura gave birth to the first 
set of quadruplets (three boys and a 
girl) — Charlie, Emmett, Michael, and 
Flora — ever delivered at Johnson City 
Medical Center in Johnson City, Tenn. 

1991
Cynthia Bradley and Lisa Fleissner 

Thom were reunited for the first time 
in a decade in New York City last 
year. Lisa, who lives in Singapore, 
spent a few months in the city doing 
research for her doctorate at 
Columbia; and Cynthia, who lives in 
Los Angeles, came for a weekend to 
visit. Joseph r. gladden iii gave a 
talk to the physics department at 
Sewanee in November 2005. He is a 
professor at the University of 
Mississippi, having received his Ph.D. 
from Pennsylvania State University’s 
physics department. Stephen Jordan 
was promoted to partner at Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer and Feld, LLP, 
effective January 1, 2006. Jamey 
Steffner and Sarah Metzgar 
Steffner, C’94, announce the birth of 
Julia Crane 
Steffner on 
September 1, 
2005. They live 
in Chattanoo-
ga, Tenn., 
where Jamey is 
the executive 
vice president 
of Electric Motor Sales and Supply 
and Sarah is a marketing consultant. 
Mitzi van der veer and Henry D. W. 
Burt, C’87, announce the birth of 
Andrew Radcliffe Burt in August 
2005. Radcliffe joined older brother 
Bacheler, who turned two in August. 
Mitzi works as an advertising and 
promotions manager at Sony 
Electronics. Henry left the Troutman 
Sanders law firm to accept a position 
as corporate counsel at CarMax, Inc., 
which is headquartered in Richmond, 
Va. Margaret Jane Will writes, “I 
have gotten involved at Grace Episco-
pal Church in Alexandria, Va. It’s the 
first community of faith I’ve found 

since leaving the Mountain 14 years 
ago. I am in the process of 
discerning a call that is not for 
ordination. Please keep me in your 
prayers!” 

1992
Amy edwinson Bray and Tim Bray, 
C’93, and their daughter, Dinah Riley, 
announce the birth of Piper Holt Bray, 
on July 18, 2005. They live in Austin, 
Tex., where Tim is a high school 
history teacher, and Amy is taking a 
year off from teaching to take care of 
the girls. ramsey Mcgrory and his 
wife, Courtney, 
announce the 
birth of Anna 
Reardon 
McGrory on 
November 14, 
2005. Ramsey 
writes, “She 
was born on 
the 75th birthday of my late father, 
the Rev. John Mcgrory, C’52. She 
started walking after two weeks and 
we’ve started French lessons and her 
admission application to Sewanee.” 
Theresa nixon was featured in the 
Knoxville News in an article on 
National Board Certification for 
teachers. Theresa, a science teacher 
at West High, estimates she spent 
more than 300 hours working toward 
the certification. She is one of only 
six teachers with this special 
certification in Knox County. 

1993
Alec Badenoch married Katharine 
MacDonald in Kathy’s hometown of 
Glasgow, Scotland, on August 22, 
2005. “Yes, I wore a kilt,” he 
comments. Sewanee alumni present 
were best man David Dault, father of 
the groom Brian Badenoch, C’63, 
and Anson Mount, C’95. After the 
wedding and a honeymoon in 
Corsica, Alec and Kathy returned to 
their home in the Netherlands. Tim 
Bray and Amy edwinson Bray, C’92, 
and their daughter, Dinah Riley, 
announce the birth of Piper Holt Bray, 
on July 18, 2005. They live in Austin, 
Tex., where Tim is a high school 

history teacher, and Amy is taking a 
year off from teaching to take care of 
the girls. Jon Carroll and elka Olsen, 
C’90, were married in Dallas, Tex., on 
October 22, 2005. The couple lives 
in Dallas, where Jon is an attorney for 
Baker and McKenzie, LLP, and Elka is 
a writer and creative supervisor for 
Javelin Direct Advertising. Melissa 
Hartley is the assistant rector of St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in 
Morristown, N.J., and is working on a 
Ph.D. in liturgical studies at Drew 
University. Lynda Motes Hill was 
selected to become a member of 
Miller & Martin, PLLC, effective 
January 1, 2006. Lynda has worked 
in Miller & Martin’s Chattanooga, 
Tenn., office as an associate attorney 
since her graduation from the 
University of Tennessee School of 
Law in 1998. robert ingram and his 
wife, Jill, live in 
Athens, Ohio, 
where they 
teach English 
Renaissance 
literature and 
early modern 
British history 
at Ohio 
University. On March 21, 2005, Jill 
gave birth to their first child, Claire 
Elizabeth Ingram. Jeffrey emmett 
Muench married Venetia Seblatnigg 
at All Saints’ Chapel on October 22, 
2005. Wesley and Melissa Jennings 
nimon announce the birth of their 
son, Oliver Lee, on January 23, 2006. 
Siblings Thomas (4) and Mary Claire 
(1) welcomed him to the family. They 
live in Collierville, Tenn., near 
Memphis, where Wesley works as an 
economist for the Navy. Heather 
Sterling-Turner became the director 
of training for the school psychology 
doctoral program at the University of 

Southern Mississippi in the fall of 
2005. Heather, husband Steven, and 
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daughter Madeline (4) announce the 
birth of Lillie Jane Turner on 
November 24, 2005. Lillie was a 
wonderful Thanksgiving Day surprise. 
Trey Suddarth writes, “For the past 
two years I 
have been 
teaching Latin 
at Memphis 
University 
School, and 
am the head 
basketball 
coach for our 
sister school, 
The Hutchison School. In 1996 I 
married Deborah, a graduate of Okla-
homa City University and Vanderbilt 
Divinity School. She is a United 
Methodist minister. We have added a 
daughter to the fold, Clareese 
Joanna. We call her Reese.” Charley 
rice Thompson and robert 
Thompson, 
C’94, joyfully 
announce the 
birth of their 
daughter, 
Claire Hayes 
Thompson, on 
November 7, 
2005, in 
Asheville, N.C. 
Claire joins her big sister, Cecelia. 
John “JT” Thompson Jr., his wife, 
Garner, and his son, Whatley (3), 
announce the birth of Elizabeth “Liza” 
Leighton Thompson on June 30, 
2005. They live in Birmingham, Ala., 
where JT practices law and Garner is 
a realtor. They write, “Call us if you’re 
in town.” Danny and Heather Howell 
Wright announce the birth of Howell 
Alexander Wright on March 5, 2005.

199�
Susie Weston Davis and her 
husband, 
James, 
announce the 
birth their first 
child, Ann 
Eloise Davis, 
on August 7, 
2005. Sarah 
Metzgar 
Steffner and Jamey Steffner, C’91, 
announce the birth of Julia Crane 

Steffner on September 1, 2005. They 
live in Chattanooga, Tenn., where 
Jamey is the executive vice president 
of Electric Motor Sales and Supply 
and Sarah is a marketing consultant. 
robert Thompson and Charley rice 
Thompson, C’93, joyfully announce 
the birth of their daughter, Claire 
Hayes Thompson, on November 7, 
2005, in Asheville, N.C. Claire joins 
her big sister, Cecelia. Kim 
Koscheski 
Weaver and 
Shane Weaver 
announce the 
birth of Georgia 
Merritt Weaver 
on August 11, 
2005. They live 
in Atlanta, Ga., 
where Kim works as a marketing 
director for a labor and employment 
law firm. Holly Kirkgard Wilbourn 
and David Wilbourn announce the 
birth of their second child, Matthew 
Holland, on October 25, 2005. 
Matthew joins big brother Austin (4). 
Terra Bullock Winter and her 
husband, Anthony, announce the birth 
of their first child, Luke Anthony Winter, 
on October 20, 
2005. They 
write, “We 
absolutely love 
parenthood 
and can’t wait 
to bring Luke to 
the Mountain 
for a visit. He 
should be in Sewanee’s Class of 
2028! Now we just need to teach him 
the Sewanee cheer.”

1995

Anson Mount wrote last December: 
“After two years in Santa Monica, I 
have come back to New York City to 
start work on a new television show 
for producer Dick Wolf and NBC 

Brooke vaughan, C’96, married Dave Schroeder in Sewanee, on May 28, 2005. 
She writes, “We didn’t take a Sewanee photo at our wedding, but did take a 
Sewanee field hockey team photo.” Back row: nicky Campbell Hamilton, C’99; 
Anne Budros Fletcher, C’96; Melissa Kennedy Whitley, C’95; Alison Hoehn, 
C’94; and erwin Byrd, C’98. Front row: Maryetta Anschutz, C’97; and Brooke 
vaughan Schroeder.

Hilary Larsen, C’00, married Fateh Singh Sodha 
at Lionscrest Manor in Lyons, Colo., on July 22, 
2005. The wedding party included Amy Atcheson, 
C’00. Hilary is a prevention specialist for Kaiser 
Permanente, and Fateh is the manager of brewing 
at Coors Brewing Company. They live in Denver, 
Colo.
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Lori Brown and Douglas Finlay, both C’99, were married at All Saints’ Chapel 
on July 9, 2005.

called Conviction [it premiered in 
March]. I play a Manhattan assistant 
district attorney. I wrapped up three 
films this fall. Hood of Horrors, due 
out in summer 2006, stars myself 
and Snoop Dogg. Walk the Talk is an 
independent film in which I play a 
motivational speaker alongside Cary 
Elwes and Illeana Douglas. All the 
Boys Love Mandy Lane is a thriller 
I just shot right outside of Austin, 
Tex. I also traveled to Belize and 
Costa Rica with classmates Matthew 
Hunter and Chase Kopecky.”

1996
Mary Clark Attaway and her 
husband, Joe, 
announce the 
birth of their 
son Julian on 
November 4, 
2003. They live 
in Athens, Ga., 
where Joe owns 
a wine shop, 
and Mary has her own business in 
garden consulting and management. 
Mary writes, “There is a tight 
Sewanee contingency here, and 
those of us from the class of ‘96 are 
looking forward to our 10th reunion 
this fall!” Sarah Mussleman Hinds 

and Jamie Hinds, C’97, proudly 
announce the birth of their son, 
Jamison Warren “Jack” Hinds Jr., on 
November 16, 2005. Katherine inge 
Hinson and her husband, William 
Alexander Hinson III, announce the 
birth of their first child, William 
Alexander Hinson IV, on August 28, 
2005, as a “Hurricane Katrina baby.” 
They live in Jackson, Miss. Julie 
rosdeutscher married Doug Crowe 
at the home of Julie’s parents in 
Bowling Green, Ky., on June 18, 
2005, with a reception afterwards in 
Lost River Cave. Sewanee alumni 
present included Beth vanMeter, 

nancy Seiters Costilow, Brian 
Costilow, Mary Clark Attaway, emily 
Hopkins, Shel Solomon roumillat, 
pJ elder, Byron 
Davis, Dallas 
Clark, C’91, 
and Karoline 
neumann, 
C’01. Julie and 
Doug live in 
Watkinsville, 
Ga., where 
Doug is a 
professor of geology at the Univerisity 
of Georgia and Julie is a nurse 
practitioner with a neurosurgical 
practice.

1997
Brendon Bailey and Jane Anne 
Blakney-Bailey 
announce the 
birth of their 
daughter, 
Isabelle Fiona, 
on December 
23, 2005, in 
Gainesville, Fla. 
Kimberly 
Harvin Bryant and her husband,  
Todd, 
announce 
the birth of 
Lauren 
Margaret 
Bryant on 
January 15, 
in Austin, 
Tex. Lauren writes, “As the first 
grandchild on both sides of the 
family, Lauren is enjoying being 
spoiled and pampered! Everyone is 
happy and 
well!” Jennifer 
ison Cooke 
and Matt 
Cooke 
announce the 
birth of their 
daughter, Julia 
Claire, on 
January 19, 2006. Jamie Hinds and 
Sarah Mussleman Hinds, C’96, 
proudly announce the birth of their 

Thomas Hearon, C’03, Karl Long, C’02, and Leigh Cutler, C’01, hiked on the 
southernmost portion of the 14-mile South Rim trail at Big Bend National Park, 
Tex. The trio of Houston residents traveled there for a long weekend in January.
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son, Jamison Warren “Jack” Hinds Jr., 
on November 16, 2005. nicole 
noffsinger-Frazier and Jeff Frazier, 
C’98, moved to Charlotte, N.C., after 
spending the 
last two years 
in Boston. 
Nicole 
completed her 
postdoctoral 
fellowship at 
McLean 
Hospital in July 
2005. Jeff 
works as a hydrogeologist for ERM in 
the Charlotte area. They welcomed 
their son, Jackson Wallace Frazier III, 
on October 22, 2005. Jason reeves 
received his master’s in real estate 
and urban development from 
Harvard University in 2004 and 
moved to New York City where he 
works as a project manager for 
Zeckendorf Development, LLC, 
developing high-rise luxury 
residential towers at 62nd Street and 
Central Park West. Dan rigazzi lives 
with his wife, 
Lisa, and son, 
Domenic, born 
October 2005, 
in Pittsburgh, 
where he is 
pursuing an 
M.F.A. in 
directing at 
Carnegie Mellon University. Dan and 
his family will move back to their 
home in Queens, New York, in May 
2006. Duncan vinson married 
Joanne Wilkinson, M.D., at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Wickford, R.I., on 
August 13, 2005. Sewanee alumni in 
attendance were Tina Coniglio 
Kirven, David rugge, and Magnus 
rogers. Duncan is an ethnomusi-
cologist who teaches at Suffolk 
University in Boston and Curry 
College in Milton, Mass., in addition 
to being a freelance pianist. Joanne 
is a family practice physician who 
holds a research fellowship at 
Boston University. The couple lives in 
Norwood, Mass.

1998

ian Brauner writes, “Our first child, 
Evie Cassidy Brauner, was born in 
Portland, Maine, on December 12, 
2005. After staying through Katrina, 
my wife Erika and I left New Orleans 
and drove to Birmingham, Ala. We 
stayed with Bobby Mosca, C’97, 
(we showed up at 11 p.m. unan-
nounced). My dad was able to stay 
with the family of Malia Fincher, 
C’01, in Birmingham. My wife and 
I stayed only one night with Bobby 
and then continued on to Erika’s 
parents’ house in Portland, Maine. 
Malia’s family very generously hosted 
my dad for over three weeks. My wife 
and I have been very lucky. We have 
an apartment near Portland, and I 
continue my research at the Maine 
Medical Center Research Institute 
(I was at the LSU Health Sciences 
Center in New Orleans). I hope to 
finish my Ph.D. in molecular devel-
opmental biology at the MMCRI this 
year. ” Ashley 
Stafford Bur-
dell and her 
husband, Bob, 
announce the 
birth of twins 
Jack and Char-
lie on October 
7, 2005. Jeff 
Frazier and nicole noffsinger-Fra-
zier, C’97, moved to Charlotte, N.C., 
after spending the last two years 
in Boston. Nicole completed her 
postdoctoral fellowship at McLean 
Hospital in July 2005. Jeff works as a 
hydrogeologist for ERM in the Char-
lotte area. They welcomed their first 
son, Jackson Wallace Frazier III, on 
October 22, 2005. Alana Williamson 
Walker and her husband announce 
the birth of their second son, Charles 
Gordon, on October 21, 2005. Their 
older son, Trey, (3) loves being a big 
brother. They live in Alpharetta, Ga.

Houston Howell and Jessica Osaki, both C’02, were married December 17, 
2005, in Pasadena, Calif. After Hurricane Katrina they spent three months 
in Nashville, then returned to their home in New Orleans, where Houston is 
finishing his final year at Tulane Law School and Jessica completes work for 
her master’s from Vanderbilt University. Front row (wedding guests are from the 
class of 2002, unless noted): Scott Hall, C’01, and rob Howell, C’95. Second 
row: Sam parish, emily Burnett, rachel Hall Clifford, Amy Black Hoffman, 
Steven Lorch, and Tom Bradshaw. Third row: Katy Cofer, Mary elizabeth Allen, 
Becca Campbell, Tara Thompson, and Laura Kaneshiro, C’03. Fourth row: 
robin pfeifer-Thompson, Houston Watkins Osaki Howell, Jessica Chancellor 
Osaki-Howell, Kirsten Boutte, Morgan vickery, noell rembert, and Tappen 
Heinsohn, C’03.

Sewanee magazine’s art director, Susan Blettel, takes a 
moment to reconnect with Sewanee near the Rialto Bridge 
in Venice, Italy, in March. The photo is by her husband, 
Woodrow Blettel, frequent Sewanee contributor. Send us your 
photograph of someone reading Sewanee magazine in an 
exotic locale. We’ll publish the best photos we receive. 
(Make sure to include the place, date, names and class 
years of people pictured, and occasion for being there!)
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On December 18, 2005, Bolivia elected 
its first indigenous president, Evo 
Morales, of the MAS (Movimiento 

al Socialismo) party. An Amayran Indian, Mo-
rales was once a coca farmer and llama herder 
in an impoverished country where over half of 
the population is indigenous. Morales took the 
presidency with over 50 percent of the popular 
vote, becoming the first to win with an absolute 
majority since democracy was restored in 1983. 
Thanks to Sewanee’s Stephenson internship 

fund, Grant Burrier, C’05, was not only present 
for this historic event but was able to observe and 
participate in the campaign process.

Burrier spent three months on the campaign 
trail with MAS, which culminated with Morales’ 
landslide victory and inauguration that featured 
a traditional Indian blessing. Burrier’s intern-
ship in Bolivia combined academic research with 
grassroots activism, two of his principal passions. 
He spent his mornings in the library at La Uni-
versidad de la Cordillera in La Paz, investigating 
Bolivia’s long history of political unrest. In the 
afternoons, he met with MAS leaders, while in 
the evenings he attended and assisted at local 
MAS rallies. 

A double major who graduated with honors in 
Spanish and political science, Burrier has always 
been fascinated by the turbulent political situation 
of many Latin American countries. He has also 
spent time in Uruguay, Cuba, the Dominican Re-
public, El Salvador, Venezuela, Mexico, Peru, and 
Paraguay. He plans to enter graduate school and 
is working on an article comparing the Bolivian 
revolution of 1952 and the current political situa-
tion. Following are a few of Burrier’s observations 
about Bolivia and its new leader. — Betsy Sandlin, 
assistant professor of Spanish

A Bolivian
Blessing
grant Burrier, C’05, observes the election  
of the South american nation’s first 
indigenous president

did you get to know evo morales personally? 
Yes, I met and chatted with him several times. The funniest moment 
came during a prominent campaign event. Evo was sitting with 
Senator Antonio Peredo, a person with whom I really got along. 
Peredo introduced us, and Evo and I chatted about the campaign 
for a couple of minutes. Some of the American and European re-
porters saw the two of us chatting and enjoyed seeing the Bolivian 
candidate with a gringo student. Evo chuckled the whole time.

What was your impression of him? is he a capable leader? 
I have met many Latin American politicians, and Evo Morales is one 

of the finest, most sincere persons I have ever met. We’re talking 
about a true rags-to-riches story. He was a llama herder, a poor, 
indigenous coca farmer, and only has a high school education. As 
time progressed, he became a key leader in one of the most pow-
erful social movements the world has ever seen. He has not at all 
abandoned his humble background. He traveled the world meeting 
important heads of state in an alpaca sweater that his mother had 
knitted for him. When he gives interviews, his legs are bouncing and 
he sits uncomfortably in the hot seat. When he shakes your hand, 
you can feel the callouses from years of back-breaking labor, and 
he looks you right in the eyes. 

do you feel hopeful for bolivia because of his election? 
I feel very hopeful for Bolivia. It is the second poorest country in this 
hemisphere and home to some of the sweetest people in the world. 
The average Bolivians have mobilized to improve their lot, and Evo 
is their leader. These people have been shot and killed, arrested, 
and harassed by the political elite of the country since 196�. When 
Evo assumed the presidency, several senators and deputies told me 
that they had tears in their eyes. All the years of struggle had finally 
been validated. With his cabinet and advisors, he is surrounded by 
the leading intellectuals of the country. Evo will not fix the plethora 
of problems in Bolivia, but he will begin to address these issues and 
put Bolivia on the path to a much better tomorrow.

Evo Morales (in blue) receives the traditional blessing of his people after his victory 
as Bolivia’s first indigenous president. Photo by Grant Burrier.
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1999
Kristine Laudadio Devine and her 
husband, Brian, moved to Chicago, Ill., 
from Austin, Tex., in August 2005. 
Kristine is a law student at Northwest-
ern University and Brian is pursuing a 
Master of Science at DePaul 
University. rory Kent returned in late 
February from his tour of duty with the 
2nd Marine Air Wing in Iraq. He 
expected to be stationed in Virginia 
next. Mary Koppel and her husband, 
Mark Vicknair, moved to Hawaii in 
August 2005, where she is the rector 
of All Saints’ Episcopal Church on the 
island of Kauai. Mary returned to New 
Orleans in November to visit her 
family and survey the damage to her 
house there. The damage was 
extensive, but the support from so 
many people was overwhelming. She 
spent some of her time in New 
Orleans volunteering at Christ Church 
Cathedral, giving out clothing, 
toiletries, cleaning supplies, and food. 
elizabeth “Liz” Dooley McLamb 
writes, “Over the last year, my 
husband, Sam, and I both finished 
graduate school at the University of 
Texas in Austin. Sam received his MBA 
and I received a Master of Science in 
community and regional planning. In 
June we moved to Fort Worth, where 
Sam got a job with Radio Shack’s 
corporate headquarters and I found a 
job as an urban planner with Gideon 
Toal, an architecture and planning 
firm.” Dexter england Meath and her 
husband, Peter, 
announce the 
birth of James 
“Riley” Meath 
on November 
25, 2005. They 
live in Durham, 
N.C. Amanda 
C. McCrarey 
Wainright and her husband, Tyler, 
announce the birth of Olivia Anne on 
October 12, 2005. Theresa zucchero 
received her Ph.D. in genetics from the 
University of Iowa in December 2005. 
She is a postdoctoral fellow in the 
Department of Biology at the 
University of North Carolina in  
Chapel Hill.

2000
Charles Fiore was nominated for the 
2006 Best New American Voices 
Anthology and was a finalist in 
Glimmer Train’s 2005 Very Short 
Fiction Award Contest. He and his wife, 
Amelia Taylor Fiore, C’01, live in 
Chicago, Ill., where Amelia is a resident 
nurse in the neurosurgical ICU at Rush 
University Medical Center and taking 
master’s classes toward becoming an 
advanced practice nurse. DeWitt 
“Jeff” Foster iii is leaving his 
coaching job at St. Mark’s School of 
Texas for a new position in the Virgin 
Islands, where he will develop a youth 
basketball academy for boys and girls. 
He is also doing some comedy writing. 
Luke nemeth, Molly Schneider 
nemeth, and 
their daughter, 
Lillian, are 
excited to 
announce the 
birth of Lucas 
Wolfgang on 
March 10, 
2005. They live 
in Murfreesboro, Tenn., in a log home 
built by Luke and his homebuilding 
company, Dreamhomes, Inc. robert n. 
rust iv joined the firm of Moore & Van 
Allen as an associate with the 
business team. His law practice 
encompasses a variety of transac-
tional fields, with an emphasis on 
merger and acquisition representation. 

2001
Jonathan Arnold and his wife, Lindsay, 
announce the birth of their first child, 
Nathaniel Wesley Arnold, on 
September 13, 2005. Jonathan 
graduated with a master’s in theology 
from Dallas Theological Seminary in 
August 2005. He plans to work on his 
doctorate in historical theology. 
Amelia Taylor Fiore is a resident 
nurse in the neurosurgical ICU at Rush 
University Medical Center and is 
taking master’s classes toward 
becoming an advanced practice 
nurse. She and her husband, Charles 
Fiore, C’00, live in Chicago, Ill. Charles 
was nominated for the 2006 Best 
New American Voices Anthology and 

eliza Hayes Hutto, C’04, and Joshua paul Cantwell, C’02, were married in 
Charleston, S.C., on May 21, 2005. Pictured are Katie Konvalinka, robert 
Chapman, ginger Logan, renee Brockinton, Liz Miller, Catherine powell, 
Claire Denny, Courtney Trufant, rachel riley, Avril Walker, Karin Andreen, 
Carolina Murray, Dietrich parker, Sara Williamson, Katie Henderson, Britt 
Jackson, read irvin, Katy Brookby, Annie Sanderlin, Anne-Wil Hubard, 
Stewart gilchrist, Anne izard, Ann Bush, Trey Lefler, nicole Dicharry, all C’04; 
Will Wingfield, Crawford Jones, Andrew Lucas, Ben geer, all C’03; and Megan 
Cross.

Lauren Cotner, C’04, and Scott Francis, C’03, were married on October 7, 
2005, in El Paso, Tex., at Trinity-First Methodist Church with a reception following 
in the ballroom of the Camino Real hotel. elizabeth Howard, C’03; Thomas 
Jones, C’03; and ellen Cameron, C’04, were among the wedding party. Pictured 
with the happy couple are class of 2004 guests Julie Blair, Stormy Hender-
shott, Brittany Ames, and Muguet Cox. elizabeth Ford, ele Ford, David Lowe, 
all C’04, and Micah Hargrove, C’02, also attended. Lauren and Scott live in 
Dallas, Tex. Lauren is working on her master’s degree in art history at Southern 
Methodist University and Scott works as a legal assistant. 

reunionyear
OCTOBer 26–29
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was a finalist in Glimmer Train’s 2005 
Very Short Fiction Award Contest. 
elizabeth Cary Harder married 
Andrew Thomas Hueser on April 16, 
2005, in Pasadena, Calif. They met 
and live in San Francisco. Micah 
Hargrove writes, “After having spent 
another three wonderful years in 
Sewanee serving as assistant 
technical director at the Tennessee 
Williams Center, I spent the fall and 
winter of 2006 doing an apprentice-
ship for architectural delineation 
under Henry Bledsoe in Nashville. 
During February and March, I worked 
in the Art Gallery of South Australia. I 
returned to the States in April to 
resume work in architectural 
delineation.” Cliff robb and ebba 
Allen, C’03, were married on August 
6, 2005, in 
All Saints’ 
Chapel. The 
Rev. Tom 
Ward, C’67, 
officiated. 
Other 
Sewanee 
alumni 
included in 
the service 
were ellie 
Bostwick, C’04; Josiah Daniel; 
Mattie de St. paer, C’05; Lori Beth 
Johnson, C’03; raymond McAnally; 
Adam Sadlowski; neil veilleux, C’03; 
Shane Warren; and Justin Wear. Cliff 
and Ebba live in Columbia, Mo. Cliff is 
pursuing a Ph.D. in consumer 
economics and personal financial 
planning from the University of 
Missouri. Justin Wear graduated from 
the University of Tennessee College of 
Law in 2004. He practices in Nashville 
at Manier & Herod, PC. 

2002
Becca Fletcher is serving in a 
yearlong position with 
AmeriCorps*VISTA, from August 2005 
to 2006, in Seattle, Wash. She was 
successful in obtaining in a grant for 
her project at Partners in Caring, 
which provides services for senior 
citizens and disabled persons in low-
income housing. She says her project 
was inspired by her Sewanee 
education, “especially the works of 
Howard Zinn, which I studied my 

Wynter Jones, C’04, married Jona-
than Elder at Middlefork Road Bap-
tist Church, Luray, Tenn., on August 
20, 2005. Left to right: Cynthia gray, 
C’05; Kate panzner; Sarah Shippy; 
Will Copeland; Kim Oxley; Janna 
McClain, all C’04; Jonathan Elder; 
Wynter Jones elder; Catherine 
plumlee, C’04; Cameron Houts, 
C’02; (back row) Anna Harris, C’02; 
Chris Harris, C’03; Randall Taylor, 
head of auxiliary services at the 
University; (front bottom) Jonathan 
Arnold, C’01.

junior year in Dr. Register’s American 
history classes. It appears as if now I 
am finally using my American studies 
degree, taking small steps to fight 
poverty and hunger in Seattle, while 
creating personal friendships with the 
people I serve. I absolutely love it here 
and I feel as if I am at home. I have 
made many friends with the people in 
my corps, as well as reconnected with 
Sewanee people in the area,” such as 
Laurel Leflore, C’03, with whom she 
attended an “amazing” concert by 
Pearl Jam. Jane izard graduated from 
a two-year graduate art program at 
the Portfolio Center in Atlanta, Ga., in 
January 2006. Jane was also one of 
three winners in a national photogra-
phy contest for PDNedu magazine. 
Jane’s photograph of lilacs was 
published in the spring 2005 issue of 
the magazine. She spent her last 
semester interning with Turner 
Broadcasting. Stephanie Lynn 
Mattes married Jonathan Larkin Poole 
in Sylvania, 
Ohio, at Olivet 
Lutheran 
Church on 
September 4, 
2005. She 
graduated 
from the 
University of 
Texas School 
of Law in May 
2005. She 
and Jonathan live in Dallas, where 
Stephanie practices law and Jonathan 
is working toward his Ph.D. in 
engineering. Matthew purcell 
graduated from the Mercer School of 
Law in May 2005. He passed the 
Georgia bar examination in July 2005 
and practices real estate law in 
Atlanta, Ga. Adam Thompson and 
Jennifer Lynn Krenson, C’03, were 
married on July 23, 2005. 

2003
ebba Allen and Cliff robb, C’01, 
were married on August 6, 2005, in All 
Saints’ Chapel. The Rev. Tom Ward, 
C’67, officiated. Other Sewanee 
alumni included in the service were 
ellie Bostwick, C’04; Josiah Daniel, 
C’01; Mattie de St. paer, C’05; Lori 
Beth Johnson; raymond McAnally, 
C’01; Adam Sadlowski, C’01; neil 

Amanda Michaels, C’05, and Chris 
Brown, C’05, hiked the Appalachian 
Trail, completing their journey at 
Springer Mountain, Ga., in November 
2005. 

Anna Marie Williams, C’04, married Sean Bartlett Sandison, C’05, on June 4, 
2005. They held an outdoor ceremony in North Carolina at a farmhouse built 
in 1812. The maid of honor was Marisa Leigh Hackemann, C’04, and best 
man was Benjamin Woodford Smith, C’06 (pictured with the happy couple). 
The event was also attended by Jill Birdwell Marsee, C’04; Ben Marsee, C’05; 
Brian Sparkman, C’06; Jon Curme, C’06; and Matt Brown, C’05. They live in 
Macon, Ga., where Sean is attending law school at Mercer University and Anna 
is a marketing coordinator for Mercer’s Office of Advancement. 
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veilleux; Shane Warren, C’01; and 
Justin Wear, C’01. Cliff and Ebba live 
in Columbia, Mo. Thomas e. Hearon 
iv works as a field geologist for 
Nautilus, the leading provider of 
geoscience training for the hydrocar-
bon industry in Houston, Tex. He plans 
to enter graduate school in fall 2006. 
Jennifer Lynn Krenson and Adam 
Thompson, C’02, were married on July 
23, 2005. David Leflar writes, “After 
graduation, I moved with our Sewanee 
band Mojo Hand (which included rob 
guthrie) to Asheville, N.C., where we 
spent most of the next year writing, 
recording, and touring the southeast-
ern United States in support of the 
band. We parted ways in 2004 and I 
shifted my focus from music to 
teaching. Since August of that year I 
have been living in Prague, the Czech 
Republic, primarily teaching the 
English language and literature to 
employees of corporate firms in the 
city. In addition, I have taught privately, 
made voice recordings of children’s 
stories for listening lessons, and 
performed the lead role of a giant in a 
children’s traveling educational 
theatre. Now I am once again 
relocating abroad, this time moving to 
Malawi, in Sub-Saharan Africa, to work 
as a volunteer on a project to build a 
preschool and develop a sustainable 
economy and future for a small village 
outside of Blantyre, the industrial 
capital of the state.” Sarah Leopold 
and elessar Spindelilus, C’05, were 
married in Huntsville, Ala., on 
December 30, 2005. Tamara Bailey 
and Molly Dyson attended the 
ceremony. Kristin Semke married 
Hamad Husainy on August 20, 2005. 
graves Fromang, Tara Tomlin, Sue 
ellen guettler, and Morgan Butler 
attended the wedding. Hamad is a 
third-year medical student and Kristin 
teaches art at Franciscan University. 
They live in Wheeling, W.Va. Jeannie 
Williams and rob guthrie were 
married in 
Sewanee at 
Rivendell, on 
the bluff off 
Natural Bridge 
Road, on June 
4, 2005. Other 
Sewanee 
alumni in the 
wedding party included groomsmen 

Crews Oliver Keen, Walker entwistle, 
and Christopher purvis Turner; and 
bridesmaids Collins Lehman, 
elizabeth Mann, Molly Bennett, 
Chrissie norton, Liz Matthews, and 
elizabeth Quinn. Rob, who was in the 
band Mojo Hand while he attended 
Sewanee, wrote the music performed 
during the ceremony by groomsmen 
James Flowers and Chris Turner. 
Jeannie and Rob live in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., where Rob works in real estate 
and construction, and Jeannie is an 
elementary school art teacher in the 
Tuscaloosa City Schools.

200�
Anne izard graduated from the Teton 
Science School, located in the Teton 
National Forest in Kelly, Wy., in August 
2005. The Teton Science School’s 
graduate program is a 12-month 
program in environmental education. 
Anne lived in a one-room log cabin 
— “no running water!” Bison, elk, 
mule deer, and other wildlife were of-
ten at Anne’s front door and kept her 
from arriving for class on time. She 
works at the Green River Preserve in 
Cedar Mt., N.C., as a naturalist and 
plans to pursue a doctorate in ecol-
ogy. Annah Kelley moved to Miami 
to enroll in the University of Miami’s 
Master of Arts program in interna-
tional administration. She writes, 
“This degree will allow me to start 
up NGOs, non-profit groups, etc. I 
also plan to work with Cuban-Ameri-
cans on ending the travel and trade 
embargoes placed on Cuba.” Jamey 
Lowdermilk wrote in February: “I just 
began an AmeriCorps*VISTA position 
with the recovery efforts continuing 
after Katrina, so I’ll be living here in 
Montgomery, Ala., for the next year. I 
am working as a member of the Di-
saster Response and Recovery Team 
based out of the Governor’s Office of 
Faith-Based and Community Initia-
tives. The title is a mouthful, I know, 
but the work is really incredible.” 

2005
Bunny Boyd was prominently 
featured in CH2M Hill’s company 
newsletter for her work with the 
company’s clean-up efforts in New 
Orleans. Bunny was a QA inspector 
with the company. Malia Chang, 
Matt Farr, and Lauren gilbert, C’04, 
worked on the project as well. Bunny 
has since moved to Atlanta to work 
for Terracon, a national environmen-
tal engineering and consulting firm 
based out of Lexana, Kans. Jonathan 
Duncan and Courtney Wise were 
married in All Saints’ Chapel on 
January 21, 2006. Lane Shackleton 

Mary Beth Bolt, C’05, observes Chinese New Year 2006 in Xian during a break 
from teaching English to first through sixth graders at the Xinganjing Primary 
School in Dalian, China. 

spent six weeks in January and Feb-
ruary in Malawi, teaching in schools 
about AIDS and HIV awareness, and 
about deforestation through the 
World Camp program. Chad Henson, 
C’04, is a director of the program. 
Lane also went on a three-day safari. 
“The highlight was getting stuck in 
the mud with a lion walking around 
our open-air vehicle. We ended up 
having to jump out of the car to get it 
unstuck while the lion was about 20 
feet away.” elessar Spindelilus and 
Sarah Leopold, C’03, were married 
in Huntsville, Ala., on December 30, 
2005. Tamara Bailey, C’03, and 
Molly Dyson, C’03, attended the 
ceremony.
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richard Barlow Wilkens Jr., C’36, 
of Houston, Tex., died on February 1, 
2006. Wilkens was Phi Beta Kappa 
at Sewanee and served in the Navy 
during World War II. He managed the 
Houston office of Waterman Steam-
ship Corp. before forming the Wilkens 
Steamship Co. in 1967. Survivors 
include his son, richard Wilkens 
iii, C’69, and grandchildren Derry 
Wilkens, C’97, and richard Wilkens 
iv, C’02.

William Finley “Fin” Wright, C’38, of 
Vestal, N.Y., died on January 1, 2006. 
Wright earned his Ph.D. from Johns 
Hopkins and worked as an inde-
pendent research and development 
consultant, scientist, inventor, and 
pilot. He spent many years volunteer-
ing with the Boy Scouts, Red Cross, 
Vestal EMS, and officiating high 
school and collegiate sports.

W. H. Crozier Jr., C’39, of Columbia, 
Tenn., died on February 9, 2006. 
Crozier, the owner and operator of 
Crozier Oil Company, served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps during World War 
II. Crozier was active in the choir 
of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Columbia. Survivors include his wife, 
Martha.

paul C. Deemer Jr., C’43, of Bowling 
Green, Ky., died on February 10, 
2006. The longtime owner of Deemer 
Floral Co., he served in the U.S. 
Air Corps as a staff sergeant and a 
decoder during World War II. Deemer 
was a vestry member and senior 
warden at Christ Episcopal Church 
and was involved in the Jaycees, the 
Rotary Club, and the Kentucky State 
Florist Association. 

richard Hooker poellnitz, C’43, of 
Greensboro, Ala., died on October 
31, 2005. After serving in the Army 
during World War II, Poellnitz earned 
a law degree from the University 
of Alabama. He then returned to 
Greensboro, where he practiced law 
for over 50 years. Survivors include 
his wife, Betty.

David C. rembert, C’44, of Dallas, 
Tex., died on December 2, 2005. 
Rembert was a member of the Phi 
Delta Theta fraternity at Sewanee. 
He served in the South Pacific 
during World War II, then attended 
the University of North Texas and 
founded the David Rembert Agency, 
an independent insurance agency. 
Survivors include his wife, Jane.

David Hester Bell iii, C’45, of Delhi, 
La., died on January 2, 2006. Bell 
received a Presidential Citation for 
his service in the Pacific during World 
War II. He then pursued a career as a 
federal investigator with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. Bell served 
on the vestry of St. David’s Episcopal 
Church and worked to establish 
and maintain the North Louisiana 
Veterans Home. Survivors include his 
wife, Dorothy.

John r. Marquess, C’46, of Sea Is-
land, Ga., died on February 3, 2006. 
Marquess worked for Procter & Gam-
ble Co. for 37 years, with the last 30 
years in Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1984, 
he retired to his native Georgia and 
became active in groups such as the 
Coastal Georgia Historical Board, 
International Seafarer’s Center, and 
St. Mark’s Towers. Survivors include 
his wife, Jane. 

John S. pitts, C’47, of Bartlett, Tex., 
died February 3, 2006. Pitts served 
in the U.S. Navy and was a lifelong 
member of the Church of Christ, 
playing an instrumental part in 
establishing several congregations 
in Memphis and the Ukraine. Pitts 
worked for 42 years as an agent for 
The State Life Insurance Company. 
Survivors include his wife, Julia. 

Thomas Julian Talley, C’48, H’99, of 
Asheville, N.C., died on December 
30, 2005. A native of Gainesville, 
Tex., Talley received his doctor-
ate from the General Theological 
Seminary of the Episcopal Church in 
New York and served as professor of 
liturgics there from 1971 to 1989. 
His book, The Origins of the Liturgical 
Year, was published in two editions 
in English and was translated into 
French and Italian.

Stuart row Childs, C’49, of 
Charlotte, N.C., died on January 3, 
2006. An attorney with Childs and 
Shannonhouse in Charlotte for over 
30 years, Childs also had a distin-
guished record of military service. He 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps during 
World War II and flew heavily loaded 
supply aircraft from Burma to China 
over the Himalayas, then served as 
a fighter pilot in the Korean Conflict 
and later as chief test pilot for fighter 
aircraft at Edwards Air Force Base in 
California. He received the Air Force 
Association’s Flight Trophy in 1955 
and was featured in Life magazine 
in 1956. 

richard “pete” gathings, C’49, 
of Chico, Calif., died on February 
6, 2006. Gathings, a geophysicist, 
played a crucial role in oil explora-
tion in Alaska from 1958 to 1965. 
His career continued to take him to 
exotic locales, such as Australia, Sin-
gapore, the Middle East, and Africa. 
In 1984, he retired to Lake Almanor, 
Calif., and later settled in Chico. 
Survivors include his wife, Patti. 

edward Louis eells, C’50, of 
Ridgeland, Miss., died on October 
17, 2005. 

george “Bud” Hamler, C’50, of 
Spring Hill, Fla., died on January 3, 
2006. Hamler retired from GTE as an 
electronics engineer. He was also an 
active member of the Masonic Lodge 
in Natick, Mass. In 1992, after living 
in Massachusetts for 30 years, he re-
turned to his native Florida. Survivors 
include his wife, Marjorie.

William H. Hutcherson Jr., C’50, of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, died on September 
2, 2005. Survivors include his wife, 
Frances. 

William Baylor Adams, C’51, of 
Wardell, Va., died on November 16, 
2005. Treasurer of the ATO fraternity 
at Sewanee, he served with distinc-
tion the U.S. Marine Corps during 
the Korean War. Adams started two 
farms, a general store, a pub, and 
the Wardell Ham House, and he 
worked in insurance and golf course 
construction as well. Survivors 
include his wife, Mary.

Charles McDavid, C’52, of Ocean 
Springs, Miss., died on November 23, 
2005. Already a veteran of the U.S. 
Army upon his entrance to the Uni-
versity, McDavid lettered as a first-
string halfback on the football team. 
He was a member of the American 
Legion and retired as an insurance 
manager from St. Paul Insurance Co. 
Survivors include his wife, Mary.

Charles Tyrone “Sonny” Allen, C’53, 
of Hendersonville, Tenn., died on 
October 29, 2005. Allen served in 
the Army for two years during Ko-
rean War. He founded the Nashville 
Wholesale Molding Company in 
1960. Survivors include his wife, 
Nita.

Douglas Hawkins Jr., C’54, of 
Denver, Colo., died on December 
30, 2005. Hawkins graduated from 
Southern Methodist University with a 
bachelor’s in biochemistry. He served 
as an officer in the Navy for several 
years before starting Century Hous-
ing Corporation, a home-manufactur-
ing company in the Rocky Mountain 
region. He also specialized in helping 
troubled companies throughout 
the U.S. rebuild their organizations. 
Through his foundation, Hawkins sup-
ported many charitable organizations 
and educational institutions, includ-
ing Sewanee. Flying airplanes was 
one of his great passions. Survivors 
include his partner, Barbara Stine. 

gerald prieskorn, C’55, of Cass City, 
Mich., died on December 7, 2005. 
Survivors include his wife, Geraldine.

William Webster Deadman Jr., 
C’55, of New Orleans, La., died on 
August 30, 2005, “after riding out 
the worst of Katrina with his beloved 
dog, Olive,” according to a memorial 
published in the Times-Picayune. He 
earned a B.S. in architecture from 
Tulane and received several awards 
from the Historic District Landmarks 
Commission for his preservation 
work. He retired from Pique, Wein-
stein, Pique and was a member of 
Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral. 
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george Leslie Cadigan, H’59, of 
Topsham, Maine, died on December 
14, 2005. A graduate of Amherst 
College, Cadigan was ordained in 
1935 and served many churches in 
New England before being elected 
the seventh bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Missouri in 1959. He also 
served on the University’s Board of 
Trustees.

Charles A. rond iv, C’61, of 
Memphis, Tenn., died on February 
11, 2006. Rond’s career included 
work as a journalist and a surgical 
assistant. He also worked in public 
relations at the University of Tennes-
see and held managerial positions 
at Outdoors Inc. and Computers 
Lab in Memphis. He participated in 
numerous environmental groups and 
was the past chair of the Chickasaw 
Group of the Sierra Club. 

James W. Snodgrass, C’61, of Palo 
Alto, Calif., died in November 2005.

robert W. Thomas Jr., C’64, of Ridge-
way, S.C., died on February 8, 2006. 
Thomas, a graduate of the Virginia 
Episcopal School and the University 
of the South, owned the Isaac C. 
Thomas Book Store of Ridgeway. 
He was also a committed member 
of St. Stephens Episcopal Church. 
Survivors include his wife, Sieglinde; 
their daughter, Sieglinde Charlotte 
Thomas riddle, C’91; and son-in-law, 
Clement riddle, C’91. 

Wyatt edgar Frederic James, C’65, 
of Brooklyn, N.Y., died on January 12, 
2006. At Sewanee, James joined Phi 
Delta Theta, just as his grandfather, 
Bishop Hunter Wyatt-Brown, C’1905, 
T’1908, and all of his uncles, Hunter 
Jr., C’37, T’48, Charles, C’38, T’42, 
H’80, and Bertram, C’53, H’85, had 
done. He obtained an M.A. from Princ-
eton University with the assistance of 
a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship. He then 
worked as a college textbook copy 
editor and co-edited The Expatriate 
Review before joining Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Co., where he rose to the 
rank of senior systems engineer and 
systems analyst. James constructed 
many Web sites, the most popular be-
ing <www.britcastles.com>. Survivors 
include his wife, Susan.

ralph Joseph Chandler, C’67, of 
Ojai, Calif., died on November 13, 
2005. A FIJI member and a classics 
major at Sewanee, Chandler lived 
in Ojai, Calif., where he pursued a 
career in photography and directing. 
Survivors include his wife, Mary.

richard Tomlin, C’69, of Stone 
Mountain, Ga., died on November 
20, 2005. Tomlin received his 
master’s degree from the University 
of Mississippi, after which he worked 
as a certified records manager. He 
had a penchant for music and was 
a member of several choral groups. 
Survivors include his wife, Mary.

John L. Keyes, C’70, of North 
Augusta, S.C., died on May 4, 2005. 
Keyes was a U.S. Army veteran and 
worked for Westinghouse at the Sa-
vannah River Site. He was a longtime 
member of Christ Baptist Church. 
Survivors include his wife, Celeste.

Anne Walker Johnson, C’74, of 
Shreveport, La., died on May 10, 
2005. Johnson was an active and 
committed volunteer in numerous 
community organizations, including 
the Junior League of Shreveport, the 
Volunteers of America Lighthouse 
Program, and the Cotillion Club. In 
1992, she was recognized by Presi-
dent Bush as one of his thousand 
points of light for her work with the 
Lighthouse. Survivors include her 
husband, Chris. 

Mary eula “Dolly” Codespoti, C’76, 
of Charleston, S.C., died on Novem-
ber 26, 2005. Upon graduating from 
Sewanee, Codespoti received an 
MBA from the Citadel. She worked as 
an appraiser for J. North Moore for 
10 years until she changed careers 
to become a private caregiver. 
Survivors include her sister, Angela 
Sue Merlino.

Charles L. Burgreen, H’79, T’46, of 
Medford, Ore., died on January 20, 
2006. After serving in the Diocese 
of Central Florida, he became 
executive assistant to the bishop of 
the Armed Forces at the Episcopal 
Church Center in New York. He was 
consecrated bishop in 1978 and 
served as suffragan bishop until his 
retirement in 1989. Survivors include 
his wife, Helen.

rosalind nelson Jewett, C’79, of 
Athens, Ga., died on September 28, 
2005. Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Francesca and Lily Slay.

Jennifer Kay Baringer, C’81, of 
Zurich, Switzerland, died on Decem-
ber 16, 2005. Baringer received a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy from 
Boston College and a master’s de-
gree in philosophy from Tulane, where 
she taught as an adjunct professor. 
Most recently, she was a diploma 
candidate at the Carl Jung Institute 
in Kusnacht, Switzerland. 

Donis Dean patterson, H’86, of 
Winter Park, Fla., died on February 
3, 2006. A graduate of the Episcopal 
Theological School, he served many 
dioceses throughout the U.S. Most 
notably, Patterson was the bishop of 
Dallas from 1983 to 1992. Survivors 
include his wife, JoAnne.

robert William Disch, C’90, of 
Kingston Springs, Tenn., died on 
November 3, 2005. Survivors include 
his wife, Ann. 

Scott Lindsey payne, C’90, of Nash-
ville, Tenn., died on January 7, 2006. 
Payne, a native of Guntersville, Ala., 
graduated magna cum laude from 
the University. He was senior vice 
president at the Bank of America in 
Nashville. 

roger Whitney Shattuck, H’03, of 
Lincoln, Vt., died on December 8, 
2005. Shattuck taught French and 
the humanities at Harvard Univer-
sity and authored 10 books, one 
of which, Marcel Proust, won the 
National Book Award in non-fiction 
in 1975. Survivors include his wife, 
Nora.

Faculty, 
Staff, and 
Friends 
Harold edwin “Harry” Dodd, of 
Sewanee, Tenn., died on December 
24, 2005. Originally from the Nash-
ville area, he served as a U.S. Navy 
pilot before attending Vanderbilt 
University for a degree in business 
administration. He joined Sewanee’s 
staff as chief accountant in 1972 
and was promoted to the position of 
treasurer in 1975, a position he held 
until his retirement in 1992. He was 
a charter member of the Monteagle 
Rotary Club, former president of the 
Sewanee Civic Association, and a 
director of Emerald-Hodgson Hos-
pital, the Franklin County Bank, and 
the Sewanee Utility District. Survivors 
include his wife, Millie.

Laura Hewitt Whipple, of Sewanee, 
Tenn., died on November 6, 2005. 
Formerly the University carillonneur 
and lecturer in music, Whipple was 
renowned for her talents in playing 
Sewanee’s world-class carillon. 
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W hen I attended Sewanee in 
the early 1960s, there were 
many rituals, such as signing 

the honor pledge, class registration, and 
fraternity rush. One of the now mostly for-
gotten rites of passage, though it made an 
indelible impression on my memory, was 
the annual blood drive. It took place about a 
half mile west of campus in the dilapidated 
high school gymnasium, a rundown build-
ing not even large enough to house a full 
basketball court.

Early in the fall, the entire freshman 
class was rounded up and herded down to 
this site for each member to give his pint of 
blood. It was a bonanza for the Red Cross, 
I am sure. But it was not a good experience 
of community service for me. The line was 
long. It gave me plenty of time to think 
about blood. As the line worked its way 
into the gymnasium, I could look around 
and see about a dozen stretchers with my 
classmates lying on them in all sorts of 
contorted positions, and the tripods, and 
the tubes, and the bottles of blood. Bottles 
it was back then, not plastic sacks. I kept get-
ting fainter and fainter. We were talking in 
line, and everyone was having a good time, 
but soon I was realizing I was growing cool 
and prickles of sweat were forming on my 
forehead. It looked like a World War I in-
firmary, like the one in the movie A Farewell 
to Arms, with the white uniformed nurses in 
their caps hovering around the stretchers, 
and the guys with their sleeves rolled up 
and the needles and tubes running from 
their arms. Only there was no Helen Hayes 
to save me. 

Abruptly I just had to leave, or pass out. 
I told somebody I wasn’t feeling well. I went 
outside and lay down in the grass and in a 
few minutes I was okay. But I didn’t go back 
in. I walked back to my room alone. Later 
a few people asked me about it, and I was 
honest in my answer. I told them I just got 

spooked. Nobody teased me or ridiculed 
me. But from that moment on, I knew I 
was somehow on a different path.

That path is hard to explain. It reminds 
me of Ovid’s great poem when Jason sees 
that his father, Aeson, is getting old and 
creaky, and he begs his new wife, Medea, to 
use some of her witchlike magical powers to 
save him. Jason offers to donate some of the 
years of his own life if she could somehow 
transfer them to his father. Medea refuses 
to use up Jason’s years, but she is able, 
through a very complicated and intricate 
series of prayers, invocations to all the 
gods, and a worldwide collection of vari-
ous herbs and juices, such as “the fillet of 
a fenny snake,” whatever that is, to concoct 
an elixir, which she has Aeson drink. She 
also pours a goodly portion of it into a 
knife wound she cuts into his throat after 
emptying out all his blood. It works. Medea 
restores Aeson’s youth, and everyone, for a 
while, is happy.

Looking back on my transition from a B 
student my freshman year to an A student 
my sophomore year, I have wondered what 
the difference was. It seems as though every 
time I went to class, especially certain class-
es, it was like a blood transfusion. Charles 
Harrison lectured on Shakespeare, which 
meant he just worked his way through King 
Lear, and I somehow sucked up a respect for 
the wonder of language. But it was more 
than that. I grew to honor and pay homage 
to someone whose whole life was consumed 
with the importance of the right words, not 
just the ones he was quoting from the text, 
but also the ones he was using to convey 
the meaning of that text. The blood flowed 
from his veins through the tubes into my 
own sensibility as I sat there, both dumb-
founded and awe-inspired. 

Only later in life did I realize that there 
was something of the vampire in this trans-
action, that I needed the blood desperately 

Transfusion
B y  C H a r L e S  P. r .  t i S d a L e ,  C ’ 6 4

afterword

Eastern tiger swallowtail (Papilio glaucus) on 
false dragonhead. Photo by Charles Tisdale. 
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to become fully alive to the deepest self I 
would evolve into being. But the teacher 
also needs –– his life depends on it –– to 
give the blood. As my other most revered 
teacher, Scott Bates, opened up to me the 
mysteries of Gerard de Nerval’s Sylvie, or 
Verlaine’s exquisite little lyric, “La lune 
blanche,” quietly, even unspokenly, he had 
to have his every-other-day transfusion 
from me, too, as if the system of tubes had 
a kind of return network, as if the giving of 
the lifeblood of language had a receiving, 
too, a circulatory symbiosis, as it were.

I went back to my room from class and 
I would study. I memorized so much. I 
memorized all of the Greek and Roman 
gods and goddesses and their family tree 
for Charles Binnicker. I memorized the 
conjugations and declensions, all of the 
inflections one needed, for Latin, French, 
and German. I memorized all of the myriad 
steps one had to go through to discern 
what was the analyzed quality of a given 
compound in chemistry for Thomas Felder 
Dorn, so much so that I was the only one 
in my section of lab to get my “unknown” 
accurately identified on the exam. It was 
nickel sulfate. I memorized the major 
case law of the U.S. Constitution and was 
commended by Gilbert Gilchrist for my 
summations of the landmark precedents 
on my political science exam. God knows 
I memorized Shakespeare, not the lines 
themselves, but what happened in every 
scene of every act of every major play, so that 
I could describe the dramatic significance 
of any given utterance.

But it was not just memorization. I 
sought to understand. At first I wanted to 
unlock the secret of the nature of God; but 
then, failing that, just the nature of myself. 
I discovered a secret blood bank in the base-
ment of the library. A lab was set up there, 
just a table and a chair and a tube that fed 
from my arm to the bookshelves and on 

out so far I could not see the end to the 
interconnected shunts and passageways. I 
made it a habit to go there once a semester 
and read a certain book not assigned in any 
course. One semester it was A. O. Lovejoy’s 
The Great Chain of Being. Another time it was 
a tome I struggled through completely in 
French by Paul Hazard about the crisis of 
conscience and the revocation of the Edict 
of Nantes at the end of the 17th century. 
There was J. B. Bury’s treatise on how the 
idea of progress got started as a concept in 
Western thought. One vial of blood that 
consumed me was Derek Traversi’s expli-
cation of Shakespeare’s tetralogy on the 
origins of the Wars of the Roses.

These encounters, these transfusions, 
mystified me. I don’t mean that I did not 
understand them. I did, and that was the 
mystery. It was as if my blood were being 
transformed into some rare type. I would 
write essays for my exams that would seek to 
go beyond what the teacher had explained, 
as if there were platelets in my bloodstream 
that were constructing new hematrophic 
molecules. 

I miss a lot of aspects of my youth, but 
this habit of study is the most profound 
one. The only right I have to claim that 
my teachers, the great ones, needed the 
transfusion, too, is that I myself became 
a teacher. I have felt, in the presence of 
about a third of my students, this same 
transforming power, that what I am able to 
give to them in terms of the fresh blood of 
knowledge revitalizes and saves them. For 
perhaps a dozen of the 6,000 students I 

have taught in 38 years, the experience has 
been more like the one I had with my pro-
fessors. It has been as though I have entered 
into the minds of these students and found 
a permanent place there, as though I have 
been able to penetrate what is called the 
blood-brain barrier so that the transfusion 
becomes an intellectual Eucharist. 

It was the spring of my junior year when I 
finished reading the last chapter of Lovejoy’s 
book. I left my dormitory and walked down 
University Avenue in the fresh, cool night 
air. I could see the chartreuse suffusion 
of the new white oak leaves aglow from the 
streetlight behind them. I thought, for at 
least that half hour, that I had unlocked 
finally the secret of why I, like a vampire, 
had become addicted to a love of learning. 
True, being a student, at least in literature, 
was a very lonely occupation. But it wasn’t just 
that, a solitary desk one had been assigned 
to, or one of a dozen cubicles down at the 
high school gym separated from each other 
by only a thin, white curtain. I felt like I was 
being invited into a “conversation,” as one of 
my classmates, Frank Burroughs, put it years 
later, a part of the bloodstream of humanity, 
not just the replicated biological organism, 
but the lifeline of civilization itself.

Charles P. R. Tisdale, C’64, earned his Ph.D. from 
Princeton in 1969 and taught at the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro until his retirement last summer. 
This essay was taken from the commencement address 
he delivered for the English Department Recognition 
Ceremony at UNC Greensboro in May 2005.

At first I wanted to unlock the secret of the 

nature of God; but then, failing that, just the 

nature of myself. 
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vice chancellor’s cornervice chancellor’s corner viewpoints
Dear Sewanee Alumni and Friends,

The University’s Board of Regents held its annual retreat at Sewanee in mid July. As in earlier retreats, the 
regents engaged both in fun-filled verbal jousting and in thoughtful consideration of the University’s values 
and plans.

The length of service for most Sewanee regents is six years, which is shorter than for most board members 
of American colleges, and there is a nearly constant awareness in the group of how fleeting is this special op-
portunity for friendship, leadership, and service for the University of the South. Here is a list of the current 
members, other than me, and the year in which their service as regents will end (in October at the time of 
the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees):

The Rt. Rev. Henry Parsley Jr., C’70, H’98, University Chancellor, Bishop of Alabama (2009)
John B. Scott, Regents Chair, C’66, Retired CEO, Zurich Kemper Life, Arlington Heights, Ill. (2007)
The Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander, H’02, Bishop of Atlanta (2011)              
The Rt. Rev. Phillip M. Duncan, H’02, Bishop of Central Gulf Coast (2007)
The Rt. Rev. Charles G. vonRosenberg, C’69, H’00, Bishop of East Tennessee (2009)
The Very Rev. Robert D. Fain, T’83, Rector, Church of the Good Shepherd, Augusta, Ga. (2007)
The Rev. Dr. Luis Leon, C’71, H’99, Rector, St. John’s Church, Washington, D.C. (2011)
The Very Rev. Dr. Samuel Lloyd III, H’96, Dean, Washington National Cathedral (2009)
Maria Campbell, Attorney, Consultant, Birmingham, Ala. (2008)
David C. Humphreys, C’79, President and CEO, Tamko Roofing Products, Joplin, Mo. (2010)
J. Richard Lodge Jr., C’71, Attorney, Bass, Berry & Sims, Nashville, Tenn. (2009)
Nora Frances Stone McRae, C’77, Civic Leader, Jackson, Miss. (2006)
Jon E. Meacham, C’91, Managing Editor, Newsweek, New York, N.Y. (2007)
Walter Merrill, C’70, Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery, University of Cincinnati (2011)
Norma Patteson Mills, H’97, Civic Leader, Chattanooga, Tenn. (2006)
Claude B. Nielsen, C’73, Chairman and CEO, Coca-Cola Bottling United, Birmingham, Ala. (2009)
William R. Stamler, C’56, Chairman, Signal Investments, Lexington, Ky. (2010)
Rufus Wallingford, C’62, Attorney, Houston, Tex. (2008)
Martha Boal Willis, C’82, Executive Vice President, Fidelity Investments, Boston, Mass. (2011)

These are wise and dedicated people. They and those who have preceded them as regents set a high standard 
for service to the University. In preparation for this year’s retreat, Regents Chair Scott asked us to read former 
Harvard Dean Harry R. Lewis’s recently published book, Excellence without a Soul: How a Great University Forgot Education, 
in which Lewis reflects critically on what he sees as Harvard’s failure to focus on what students should learn. 
In comparing Sewanee with the Harvard Lewis describes, we were encouraged to note that in many respects 
Sewanee meets the standards that Lewis accuses Harvard of failing; in particular, Sewanee’s faculty are deeply 
devoted to challenging and supporting Sewanee students. However, we also recognized that, as at Harvard, 
the pressures of exploding fields of knowledge and the global reach of many disciplines are making it harder 
and harder to give students a coherent sense of the human experience.

The regents celebrated many accomplishments of the 2005–06 year, including record gifts to the Uni-
versity, Sewanee’s 25th Rhodes Scholar, the completion of the new Nabit Art Building and the renovation 
of St. Luke’s Hall, and great progress toward much-needed new science facilities. On the other hand, the 
regents wrestled most with the challenge of being sure that the Sewanee of the future will prepare its students 
with coherent insights and values that will serve them well in a complex and rapidly changing world. They 
encouraged the deans and the faculties to move ahead boldly in asserting the University’s academic goals and 
in making even clearer Sewanee’s special character. As one regent wag put it: If we keep it up, Harvard will 
want to become the Sewanee of the North.
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viewpointsviewpoints

from our readers

write to us
We welcome letters. Letters should refer to material published in the magazine 
and include the writer’s full name, address, and telephone number. The editor 
reserves the right to determine the suitability of letters for publication and to 
edit them for accuracy and length. Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the University.
Write to: Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine, Office of Communications,  
735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
E-mail: lbarlame@sewanee.edu

write to us

THE SUMMER before I started second grade, my family 
moved to Germany. We stayed for four years, during 
which I attended a local German elementary school 
in the small village where we lived. 

The experience of being part of another culture shaped my life 
in incisive ways. Before we moved overseas, I was already a relatively 
well-traveled little girl, from coast to coast of the United States; 
but I had never before considered the idea of the existence of other 
countries. I remember my mother showing me and my sister on a 
globe where we would be going. I remember being excited about 
the long plane ride. 

I also remember being threatened and frightened when a well-
meaning adult friend in the U.S. told me that I would become “a 
little German girl.” Yet that turned out to be an accurate prediction. 
My mother sent me into the German school, where a sea of unintel-
ligible voices and customs engulfed me. But I learned to swim and 
began to thrive. It was one of the best educational experiences of my 

Trek to the Walls
Having read about the Walls of Jericho in Sewanee (Winter 2005), I 
persuaded my wife, Sandy, to make this six-mile round-trip hike, 
which took about four hours, not including time at the Walls of 
Jericho. Since the Sewanee article was written, a walk bridge has been 
built over the creek. No wading is necessary. Hiking boots and a 
walking stick are advised as the trail is rocky and steep in places. Di-
rections: Take Highway 16 south from Winchester. At the Alabama 
line, Highway 16 becomes Highway 79. Proceed approximately one 
mile to a large gravel parking lot on the west side of 79.

After the hike and a picnic lunch, we drove to Sewanee to at-
tend the May 9 dedication of the John P. Guerry Pavilion and 
Willett Stadium. This outstanding facility will certainly enhance 
tennis spectating. After the dedication, I enjoyed visiting with Dr. 
Harry Yeatman, professor emeritus. He will be 90 on his next 
birthday.

R. STANLEY MARKS, C’63
Montgomery, Alabama

ethics of Care
Thanks for the articles on the honor code (Summer 2005). May 
I respectfully ask the ladies and gentlemen who read this note to 
consider whether using such a word as “honor” in 2006 is not like 
talking to a child?

The honor code did not form my character. My character was 
formed before I got to Sewanee. What the honor code did was 

life — not only the gift 
of slipping into another 
language like a well-
worn shoe, as only a 
child can; but also the 
deeply ingrained un-
derstanding of one’s 
own limitations and 
abilities, and appre-
ciation of the world 
and its ways beyond U.S. borders. 

Thus do I admire Sewanee’s Watson Fellows (see pages 10–15), 
who travel alone (for the most part) for a year throughout the world, 
diving headlong into the unknown and unpredictable, learning to 
swim, making themselves at home in the world, and discovering 
— in a way that is possible only through experiencing life beyond 
the borders — who they are. — Laura Barlament

editor’s note

frighten me. Not a very manly emotion, true, but also one not 
conducive to learning.

What I learned at Sewanee is the beauty of friends and the intel-
lectual life. I remember the acuity of Dr. Charles T. Harrison. He 
made it clear that honor in Henry V was not honor but foolishness 
because it lacked wisdom and humility.

If it is true (which I doubt) that a military and masculine code 
prevailed in the South, then the women’s revolution makes it equally 
important that Sewanee give weight to the feminine in its polity.

The women whom I know all care. I would like to see a debate 
on the ethics of care rather than honor for Sewanee.

SCOTT FEASTER, C’68
Pembroke Pines, Florida
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Valedictorian Amy Metzger exhorted her classmates 
to carry the Sewanee character with them as they 
make their way in the world, as she addressed the 
class of 2006 at the College of Arts and Sciences 
commencement on May 1�. 

“The still beauty of the forest and the sandstone 
walls of the buildings,” Metzger said, “direct us to 
ask the big questions of life; not just how can I get 
a job after I graduate, but who am I and what is 
my place in the world? In our four years here, we 
have started to find the answers to those questions; 
but more importantly, we have learned how to ask 
those questions of ourselves. And that is the greatest 
Sewanee tradition.”

Metzger, of Pensacola, Florida, was one of 290 undergraduates who were awarded 
bachelor’s degrees. Shawn Elizabeth Means of Little Rock, Arkansas, was salutatorian, while 

Megan Lee Hinkle, of Tallahassee, Florida, was awarded the Algernon Sydney 
Sullivan Prize, the most prestigious recognition given a graduating senior.

At the School of Theology commencement and crossing ceremony on May 
12, 38 graduate degrees were awarded, including 26 Master of Divinity degrees, 
seven Doctor of Ministry degrees, one Master of Arts in Theology, one Master 
of Sacred Theology, two Diplomas in Anglican Studies, and one Certificate 
of Theological Study.

VISIT THe SeWanee Web SITe FOr MOre SIgHTS anD 
SOunDS FrOM THe 2006 COMMenCeMenT CereMOnIeS

amy metzger’s valedictory and Samuel Williamson’s baccalaureate ad-
dress: www2.sewanee.edu/communications/sewaneetalks/speeches

Commencement photos: www2.sewanee.edu/communications/
06commencement

Amy Metzger and Shawn Means were the 
2006 top graduates.

In early May, the University announced that it had received a $6 million gift that will provide a 

tremendous boost to one of the top priorities of The Sewanee Call campaign: the construction of 

a state-of-the-art addition to Sewanee’s Woods Laboratories science building.

This gift, from a donor who wishes to remain anonymous at this time, brings the University 

closer to breaking ground on the Woods addition, which will house up-to-date teaching laboratory 

spaces in a building of approximately 40,000 square feet. Groundbreaking is tentatively scheduled 

for next spring.

The Sewanee Call campaign, which was launched publicly in April 2005, has raised $138 million 

toward a goal of $180 million. Read more about plans for Woods Lab on pages 26–27.

The class of 2006 bids Sewanee a fond farewell

a $6 million boost for the sciences



Four honorary degrees were awarded during 
the commencement weekend ceremonies. 
The Rev. Dr. Otis Carl Edwards Jr. received 
an honorary award at the School of Theol-
ogy and gave the commencement address. 
College honorees were Lee McGriff Jr., 
C’�1; William Spencer III, C’�1; and 
Samuel R. Williamson. 

Edwards has en-
joyed a long career 
as a priest, teach-
er, preacher, and 
seminary dean and 
president. He is a 
graduate of Cen-
tenary College, the 
General Theo-
logical Seminary, 
Southern Method-

ist University, and the University of Chi-
cago. Following his ordination as a deacon, 
then as a priest, Edwards served many par-
ishes in Louisiana, Texas, and Chicago. He 
was a professor and administrator at Wabash 
College and Nashotah House Theological 
Seminary as well as serving as president and 
dean at Seabury-Western Theological Semi-
nary. His two-volume history of preaching 
was chosen as Book of the Year for 2005 by 
the Academy of Parish Clergy. 

Lee McGriff Jr. 
has distinguished 
himself as a busi-
nessman and as 
a loyal supporter 
of the University. 
Through his gen-
erosity, the McGriff 
Alumni House was 
opened in 200�, 
and he was instru-

mental in raising funds for the Gaston 
Bruton Chair in Mathematics. After 
service as a U.S. Navy pilot in World War 
II, McGriff joined his family’s business, 
Fowlkes & McGriff, in 19�6. Under his 
guidance, the firm — ultimately known as 

McGriff, Seibels, and Williams, Inc. — grew 
to be the largest insurance brokerage in the 
South. He is the proud father of two and 
grandfather of three Sewanee alums.

William M. Spencer 
III was co-founder 
and operator of 
Motion Industries 
from 19�6 until its 
merger into Gen-
uine Parts Com-
pany in 1976. In 
addition, he was a 
founding director 
of BioCryst Phar-

maceuticals, a firm that focuses on de-
signing and optimizing small-molecule 
drugs to help in combating cancer and 
cardiovascular and autoimmune diseases. 
Through his generosity, a stained glass 
window in memory of his parents, Margaret 
W. and William M. Spencer, was added to 
All Saints’ Chapel. 

Samuel R. Wil-
liamson served as 
Sewanee’s 1�th vice 
chancellor from 
1988 until 2000, 
helping to guide the 
school to a standing 
among the nation’s 
very best liberal arts 
colleges, as well 
as overseeing the 

completion of the Campaign for Sewanee 
and the construction of the Chapel of the 
Apostles, McClurg Dining Hall, and Fowler 
Sport and Fitness Center. An active scholar, 
Williamson has written or edited numerous 
books, principally on World War I. Since his 
retirement as vice chancellor until Decem-
ber 2005, he has been a professor of history 
and held the Robert M. Ayres Distinguished 
University Chair. Williamson is general 
editor of the forthcoming sesquicentennial 
history of the University of the South.

academic, church, and business leaders  
honored at commencement

College offers new major 
in international and global 
studies 

A new interdepartmental major, international 
and global studies, will be offered beginning 
this fall. It replaces the majors in Third World 
studies, social science-foreign language, 
French studies, German studies, and Russian 
studies.

“Sewanee has long had strong course 
offerings in the international area, but they 
were packaged into a series of small inde-
pendent majors that were often missed by 
prospective students, confused prospective 
employers, and sometimes isolated the 
majors themselves,” said Charles Brockett, 
professor of political science. “In addition to 
overcoming these problems, the new major 
offers our students greater programmatic 
choice and flexibility within a new structure 
that should provide greater coherence and a 
stronger identity on campus.”

Two tracks are offered within the major 
— area studies, which focuses on a particular 
region of the world and its relationship to 
global issues; and global studies, a study of 
the world as an interconnected economic, 
political, and cultural system. Area studies 
enables students to focus on Africa, the 
Francophone world, Latin America, Germany, 
Russia, or the Hispanic world. The global 
studies track offers two focus areas, global 
relations and international development.

McGriff

Spencer

Williamson
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Sewanee adds lacrosse to 
varsity sports roster

In 2007–08, the University will add men’s 
and women’s lacrosse to its roster of 22 
varsity sports. Coaches will be hired this 
fall to begin recruiting players for the in-
augural season. 

Currently, men’s and women’s lacrosse 
are club sports at Sewanee. “Lacrosse is 
certainly one of the fastest-growing sports 
in the country and has become immensely 
popular on both the high school and the in-
tercollegiate levels,” said Sewanee athletics 
director Mark Webb. “I anticipate lacrosse 
will become a very popular spring sport at 
Sewanee for both participants and fans.”

Lacrosse is the first varsity sport Sewanee 
has added in the new millennium. Fast-
pitch softball was added for the spring of 
1999 and equestrian in 1996.

Sewanee is the second Southern Col-
legiate Athletic Conference member to 
announce the addition of varsity lacrosse 
this year. Hendrix College announced 
in February that men’s lacrosse will start 
as a varsity sport in the spring of 2008. 
Colorado College, a recent addition to 
the SCAC, also fields men’s and women’s 
lacrosse.

William E. Smith, chairman of Royal Cup, shared the secrets of his success with Sewanee 
students during the inaugural Graham Executive in Residence program in April. 

“It is my conviction that a liberal arts education is the necessary bedrock cornerstone 
for good, social leaders,” said the Washington and Lee alumnus. “The great liberal arts 
institutions like the University of the South are, and should be, the source of some of the 
nation’s finest leaders.”

The purpose of the Graham program — established through a gift from Henry and 
Diane Graham, parents of Alex, C’0� — is to expose Sewanee students to business leaders 
who are not only successful as corporate executives but also devoted servants of their com-
munities. Smith certainly fit the bill. 

He served as president and CEO of Royal Cup from 1968 to 1996. While growing his 
company from a small family business into a 650-employee enterprise that provides coffee 
and tea services to clients ranging from Cracker Barrel to the Ritz Carlton, he also raised 
three sons (including Childs, C’9�) with his wife, Becky, helped guide hospitals and non-
profit organizations, founded leadership programs in his city and state (Birmingham, 
Alabama), and worked to improve public education. 

Students had several opportunities to interact with Smith — he guest lectured in Pro-
fessor Doug Williams’ class on financial markets, met with students for lunch, taught an 
afternoon seminar, and then gave a public lecture. 

The Graham Executive in Residence program is part of Sewanee’s new Center for Ap-
plied Economics, which is working to provide co-curricular opportunities for pre-business 
education at the University. 

executive praises liberal arts as preparation for business

William E. Smith, chairman of Royal Cup, grew his family’s business into a 650-employee enterprise. His 
residency at Sewanee included a seminar on running a family business. 
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On July 15, the Rev. Tom Macfie Jr., C’80, 
T’89, started work as the new University 
chaplain, succeeding the Rev. Tom Ward, 
C’67, who retired last December. 

Macfie’s chaplaincy marks yet another 
chapter in his long history with the Univer-
sity. He attended both the College of Arts 
and Sciences and the School of Theology, 
and served the latter as director of admis-
sions from 198� to 1986. Afterwards, he 
stayed close to the Mountain as deacon, 
priest, and rector of St. Barnabas Church 
in Tullahoma, returning to Sewanee as 
rector of Otey Parish in 1997. He is also a 
former trustee. 

“It’s the people and the life of the com-
munity in Sewanee that hold me here,” he 
said. He credits his wife, Pamela Macfie, 
professor of English, and Charles Bin-
nicker, professor emeritus of classical 
languages, as influencing him to stay in 
Sewanee and eventually offer himself as a 
candidate for the chaplaincy. 

Macfie sees change and continuity in 
the role of the University chaplain since 
his time as an undergraduate. “Even 
though chapel attendance isn’t mandatory 
anymore, I believe that [the chapel] is still 
at the heart of this institution,” he said. 
“Literally and symbolically, it is the heart 
of our campus — students must engage it 
or walk around it.” 

The chapel’s outreach ministry, di-
rected by Dixon Myers and Tom Howick, 
is a major way All Saints’ is involved in the 
spiritual development of students today, 
says Macfie. 

“Ironically, chapel was not a central 
part of my life as an undergraduate, partly 
because the outreach ministry wasn’t as 
strong as it is today,” Macfie said. “So many 
students participate in outreach, at a time in 
their lives when they are shaped by experi-
ences, by doing things. Building houses, 
visiting orphanages, going to New York to 
work with people living with AIDS — these 
are experiences that develop the person.” 

“Tom is an able administrator and advo-
cate for student involvement in all aspects 

in the news
SeLeCTeD MeDIa QuOTeS FrOM SeWanee PeOPLe

“They have become the day’s concluding news, / Installments from a world without anthems 

/ Or children …” — “The Returning Dead,” by Wyatt Prunty, C’69, professor of English and 

director of the Sewanee Writers’ Conference, who was featured reading his poem on PBS’s 

NewsHour with Jim Lehrer on March 20 and again on Memorial Day. See the NewsHour 

Poetry Series link on <www.pbs.org/newshour> for the full text and video of the reading.

“We’d suggest you visit Sewanee, The University of the South in Tennessee. A lovely campus 

and a collegial atmosphere, right down to students’ wearing Harry Potter-style robes, give it 

a feel all its own.” — “40 Things Every Southerner Should Do,” Southern Living, April 2006. 

The issue also listed Sewanee as a “Best Spot to Take a Walk” in “205 Favorite Spots in 

the South.”

“Art historian elizabeth mansfield of the University of the South says Warhol wasn’t alone 

among contemporary artists in his fondness for dogs. The animals, in fact, are a bit of an 

artist’s best friend, she said. … So why dogs? What’s the appeal? It’s the curious position 

they occupy in human life, Mansfield said. Dogs are always there, accompanying humans in 

a way other pets won’t. For artists, they’re simply accessible. And as subjects they represent 

so many things. ‘Dogs are the best and worst of ourselves,’ Mansfield said. ‘They seem 

at once so civilized and so wild.’” — “Your 15 Minutes of Bark,” about an exhibit of Andy 

Warhol’s sketches and paintings of dogs, Sioux City Journal, April 13, 2006

new chaplain has deep roots in Sewanee

of outreach,” Myers said. “His heart is in 
the right place, and because of his role in 
the Community Action Committee, social 
justice is also an active part of his ministry.” 
The CAC, a ministry of Otey Parish, offers 
a variety of services for underprivileged 
families in Sewanee and surrounding 
communities.

Before moving down University Avenue 
into All Saints’ this summer, Macfie spent a 
month in Maine building an 18-foot canvas 
canoe under the supervision of an expert 
carpenter. He looks forward to rowing 
the lakes and ponds on the Domain. His 
son, Thomas, a senior at Saint Andrew’s-
Sewanee School, plays guitar; Macfie says 
he’d like to try his hand at playing clawham-
mer banjo, if he can find the time. 

“[The chapel] is still at the heart of this institution,” 
says Chaplain Tom Macfie, C’80, T’89. 
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Year of Wanders 
Graduates discover the world, and themselves,

through the Thomas J. Watson Fellowship

SINCE 1985, Sewanee has been on the select list of colleges whose graduating 
seniors are eligible to apply for a most interesting post-graduate program: the 
Thomas J. Watson Fellowship. 

This program provides one year of funding for college graduates to travel 
outside of the United States and pursue a project entirely of their own devising, outside 
of the formal academic context.

Sewanee students have historically been successful competitors for this prized award 
— 3� have been selected as Watson Fellows, from Arnie Frishman and Michele Bambling 
in 1985 to Kate Cummings in 200�.

In these pages, we’d like to give you a taste of some of the Sewanee Watson Fellows’ 
experiences as they’ve traveled through approximately 50 countries pursuing projects 
focused on everything from ayurvedic medicine to the sociology of swim clubs. 

A few years ago, Larry Jones, associate dean of the college, contacted all of the fellows 
and asked them to answer a few questions about their Watson Fellowship year and how 
it has affected their lives. As I read through those stories and reflections, a composite 
picture started to emerge. Although each one of these 3� people is treading his or her 
own unique path, they all are people who have discovered who they are, what they want 
to be about, and where they are headed. They have an understanding of themselves as 
spiritual beings. They have had experiences that have cut them to the quick. They have 
been humbled by life. They have stories to tell. Yet, they also appreciate others’ stories. 
They know how to listen. They understand that each human being, and each culture, has 
a unique and legitimate perspective, and that opening yourself to it will immeasurably 
enrich and change you. 

For more stories and pictures and a list of all of Sewanee’s 3� Watson Fellowship re-
cipients and their projects, visit <www.sewanee.edu/magazine>. Learn more about the 
Thomas J. Watson Fellowship at <www.watsonfellowship.org>. — Laura Barlament
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arnie friShman, C’85
Judaism in the Modern World
England, France, Belgium, Hungary, Poland, Sweden, Israel

I left the United States in the summer of 1985 an assimilated 
Jew whose connection to Judaism was a mild affinity for bagels, 
Woody Allen, Fiddler on the Roof, and the novels of Chaim Potok. 
Like the vast majority of Jews in the United States, I knew next 
to nothing about the richness of my own heritage. 

During my Watson year, I discovered that heritage, and it 
changed my life completely. I became what I was observing. 

I lived with Jewish communities in London, Paris, Antwerp, Budapest, 
Warsaw, Stockholm, and Jerusalem. I studied and learned by becoming a partici-
pant-observer. I spent most of my time with Orthodox/Hasidic communities, which 
were the most receptive for this type of study. I was completely taken with the beauty and substance of 
the Orthodox lifestyle: the warmth and serenity of the Jewish Sabbath and the emphasis on becoming 
a learned person in Torah and Mishna and Talmud in the original Hebrew and Aramaic. 

I remember a Sabbath dinner-table conversation in London with a rabbi, Joseph Freilich. He had 
become a mentor to me and had introduced me to many families in Golders Green, a neighborhood 
in north London with a substantial Orthodox Jewish population. He was always challenging me on my 
lack of Hebrew and Judaic knowledge and trying to convince me to take time off after my fellowship 
year to learn Hebrew and become more knowledgeable about Judaism. He told me that with hard 
work and a commitment to keeping an Orthodox lifestyle, I could recapture my heritage, become 
learned, and have the beauty of the Jewish Sabbath and family life that I saw around me. His words 
shook me up. I followed his advice. 

It has been a long and interesting road back to the heritage and life of my Jewish roots, and it all 
started at Sewanee. I remember the first time I heard about the Watson Fellowship. It was the winter 
of 198�. Dr. Gilchrist spotted me walking across the Quad and called me over to tell me about this 
very interesting new program, the Watson Fellowship, with which Sewanee had become affiliated. He 
thought I might be interested in applying for it. I often think back to how different my life would have 
been if I had not had that chance meeting with Dr. Gilchrist. 

Arnie stayed in Jerusalem for a year after his Watson Fellowship and received training in Judaism at a yeshiva. He continued his religious 
studies in New York while also earning degrees from the Harvard School of Education and Columbia Law School. After several years 
working as general counsel for the University of Minnesota, he and his family — wife Hindy and children Shira Masha, Shlomo, 
Akiva, and Eliyahu — are moving to Israel this summer.

Arnie Frishman visited Jerusalem’s 
Western Wall (also known as the 

“Wailing Wall”) in 2005, 20 
years after his first trip during his 
Watson year. 

Left: Like Arnie Frishman 
(one of Sewanee’s first Watson 
Fellows), Sewanee’s most recent 
Watson recipient, Kate 
CumminGS, C’04, 
studied religion — in this case, 
Buddhism — in India, Vietnam, 
Thailand, and New Zealand. 
A studio art major at Sewanee, 
Cummings used her camera to 
capture her experiences among 
Buddhist communities. 



12 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Summer 2006

Kevin Watt, C’94
Agriculture: Economic and Ecological Sustainability
Nepal

Only six weeks after arriving in Nepal, I was waiting in line at the Kathmandu central 
bus station, trying to get a ticket to Rampur. A young Nepali man approached me 
and asked if I needed help. My guard went up, and my first thought was, “What does 

he want?” Although I declined his offer, he grabbed me by the hand and whisked me 
to the head of the long line and then behind the counter, where he signed me up for 

the last space on the bus. 
When I boarded, I realized that he was the ticket collector of this bus, and my 

suspicions grew. He began collecting money from the passengers and came to me 
last. I had 80 rupees handy to show him that I knew how much the ticket was and that he was not going 
to swindle me out of more. Instead he sat down beside me, declined the money, and we began to chat, 
he practicing his English and me my Nepali. 

The ride took over six hours. When we arrived in Rampur, he came with me and offered to arrange 
a cab. I suspected that he had a friend who was a cabbie or hotel owner and would give him a kickback 
from whatever I was charged. He hailed a cab, paid the driver 15 rupees, helped me load my bag, shut 
the door, and waved goodbye. The cabbie then took me to the hotel that I requested. 

I vividly remember my last glimpse of him standing in the street and waving as the dust rose up be-
hind us. He had not charged me for the bus ride and had even paid for the cab. He had never wanted 
anything but to talk. What magnificent and unexpected generosity.

Six months later, I had reached the midpoint of my Watson year and the low point of my life. I was 
lying on the dirt floor of a Tharu hut in the Terai region of Nepal, wracked with pain and fever and 
questioning what I was doing there. I had come to Nepal to research mountain agro-ecology, and now 
I had a sudden realization: agriculture was not my passion. I was in a feverish delirium in a strange land 
far from family and friends, and this epiphany invalidated my very reason for being there. 

Yet it is often these times of intense challenge when one sees with greatest clarity. I saw that in my 
complacency, I had been pursuing a professional agenda based on my academic resume rather than 
searching deeply for my passions and boldly following them. The next few weeks were a time of profound 
introspection as I sought out these passions and the direction they would take me.

Even now, years later, a day rarely goes by that I do not in some way reflect on my experience in 
Nepal. Put simply, it was perhaps the most challenging experience of 
my life, but also one of the richest. 
When we push ourselves beyond 
what is comfortable, we learn the 
most about ourselves. I spent almost 
the entire year outside of my comfort 
zone, and as such learned volumes 
about who I am.

Kevin spent several years after his Watson doing 
ecological research in southwest Georgia and 
teaching for Outward Bound in the North Caro-
lina mountains. He then went to medical school at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
and did clinical rotations in Ecuador and Tanzania. 
He graduated in May and entered a pediatric resi-
dency at Duke in June. He plans to continue to work 
in medically underserved areas internationally. 

Kevin Watt models a winter coat 
typical of the Humli ethnic group 
of Nepal. The coat was made from 
eight goatskins.

ChriStoPher 
Piromalli, C’97, (in 
group on right) worked with the 
Comprehensive Rural Health Project 
in Jamkhed during his study of 
ayurvedic medicine and preventative 
healthcare in India. Now he is 
working on degrees in osteopathic 
medicine and public health at Nova 
Southeastern University. His goal 
is to work in medically underserved 
communities in the U.S. and to 
become a medical missionary with 
his wife, Barbara.

Woman using backstrap loom  
in Humla, Nepal.
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Jennifer Wood everhart, C’95
Folk and Traditional Dance
British Isles

Near the end of my fellowship, I traveled with a group of friends 
to the Ceolas program, a week-long workshop in Scottish mu-
sic, dance, and song held on Gaelic-speaking South Uist, an 
Outer Hebridean island 60 miles off the coast of mainland 
Scotland. 

After a turbulent, eight-hour ferry ride, we rode in an old 
van on a bumpy road to the tiny caravan (“camper” in Ameri-

can parlance) where we were staying. The elderly woman who 
rented us the caravan welcomed us with fresh eggs and fruit. Over hot mugs of 
tea, she told us in broken English of her life on South Uist, and I realized how 
much dance and music were an integral part of Scottish island life. 

Although it was a mild July day when we arrived, we awoke the next morning 
to a terrible storm. It continued to pour for the entire week, a concern since 
we had planned to walk the two miles from the caravan to our classes each day! 
Taking pity on us, the island’s mail deliveryman offered us a lift as he drove his 
route, dropping mail and catching up on island gossip. Although we were a little 
late to our first class each day, we were grateful for the ride and for the lovely company. 

Each evening, after a full day of classes in Scottish dance and music, we piled into someone’s 
car and went to the home of one of the islanders for a house ceilidh, Gaelic for “a gathering.” Much of 
the conversation was in Gaelic, as well. Before the night’s end, all the Ceolas participants gathered in 
the pub at the Borrodale Hotel for one more “session,” a few pints, a few songs, and lots of dancing. 
Then, with heavy feet, we walked back to our little seaside caravan. 

After the program’s end, many of the participants decided to stay on in South Uist for a couple 
more days. Since we had only rented our caravan for the week, we stayed in tents. We had a lovely view 
of the ocean, but had a difficult time sleeping in the rain. 

About two o’clock in the afternoon on our last day, a small group of us arrived at the Borrodale 
Hotel pub for a late lunch. A few musicians pulled out their instruments and began to play a lively 
set of Scottish songs. Others arrived and joined in, a few of us began to dance, and soon we had an 
impromptu ceilidh. As the afternoon turned into evening, many locals came into the pub and joined 
in the fun. Visitors and locals, English and Gaelic, lovely ballads and lively reels — the evening is one 
I will never forget. The session lasted 1� hours, with the pub finally closing at four in the morning. 

As we made our way to our tents, to our astonishment, they were gone! After some investigation, we 
discovered they had blown away in the storm. We sought refuge in the community hall and borrowed 
sleeping bags from some generous folks in the pub. As we settled down for our slumber party, one of 
our crew began to play a haunting Scottish air on the whistle. I drifted off to sleep to the sound of the 
storm and the sea and the music, thinking how blessed I was to have been a part of that moment. 

Jennifer is a middle-level social studies educator in Clover, South Carolina. Each year in her classes, she concludes a unit on the British 
Isles and Ireland with a ceilidh, including Celtic dance, music, and storytelling. She completed an M.A.T. in social studies education 
from Winthrop University and an M.Ed in Divergent Learning from Columbia College. She married Tim Everhart in June 2002, 
and they continued their honeymoon in Scotland and Wales during the summer of 2003, visiting her old Watson haunts and catching 
up with old friends. 

JaSon PriCe, C’98, 
studied the environmental impact 
of mountaineering in the Alps, Hi-
malayas, and Andes. Here he sits on 
glaciated metamorphic rocks at the 
foot of the Swiss Alps above Zermatt. 
In the background are Monte Rosa, 
Liskamm, and Castor and Pollux; 
just out of view are the Breithorn, 
which he climbed, and the Matter-
horn. Jason now works as a geologist 
for Constellation Copper Corp., 
based in Denver, Colorado.
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KriStina SteenSon liShaWa, C’99
The Biomedical and Traditional Cultures  
of Childbirth
Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Brazil

I traveled through six countries, lived with midwives 
in indigenous villages, and studied their native 
customs and rituals surrounding birth. Over 

the year, I saw 59 births and delivered five with my 
own hands. I was amazed that many birth traditions, such as 

binding a laboring mother’s belly with a cloth belt to measure 
the baby’s descent, were the same across many tribes. 
I made many friends in South America. One midwife, Alicia, is 

especially dear to me. She took me into her family, gave me sheepskins 
to sleep on, told me numerous stories about births she had attended, 
and let me help deliver her neighbor’s baby. A few years later, I re-
turned to Peru and made the journey back to Alicia’s village. It was such a sweet reunion! 

The lessons I learned from the indigenous midwives continue to remind me of the healing power 
of touch, the importance of patient autonomy, and the ways that simple presence can minister to suf-
fering. As I continue my career as a medical doctor, I will forever carry the example of these women 
in my heart. 

One of my best memories comes from the end of my Watson year, when I was living in the Krikati 
tribe of northeastern Brazil. They painted me from head to toe according to their customs. They also 
gave me a name in their language, Cy’tym, which means “undercooked flesh”!

This durable body paint was applied only two weeks prior to my return to the States, so I spent 
several days looking “native” in the USA!

Kristina received her M.D. from Harvard Medical School in June 2004. During medical school, she went on health care missions 
in Brazil and Peru. She then worked at a clinic for immigrants and refugees in Nashville, Tennessee, and did research on spirituality 
and depression among Latinos. Now she is an intern in combined internal medicine and pediatrics at the University of Rochester, 
Rochester, New York.

Jonathan meiburG, C’97
Going to the Ends of the Earth: Community Life in Remote Societies
Argentina, Falkland Islands, Australia, New Zealand, Canada

Lea Clough, a fisherman in the Chatham Islands, took me spotlighting one night for brushtail 
possums and wekas (flightless, chicken-like birds). Both species are introduced pests in the 
islands, though they’re protected in their native Australia and New Zealand. I was in the back 
of the truck with the rifle; Lea drove slowly along the gravel road, scanning every fencepost and 
brushpile. After a few minutes I’d started to get the hang of it and had brought down a couple 
of possums. It was easy; their eyes looked like glowing marbles in the glare of our headlights, 
and they conveniently froze when we approached. As we came over the top of a hill, I saw what 
looked to be a possum convention in a field near the road. I called to Lea to stop.

“Do you see the really big possums, the ones with the eyes a bit farther apart?” he said. 
“Yes,” I said, releasing the safety on the rifle and bringing it to my eye. 
“Don’t shoot them,” he said, laughing. “They’re sheep.”

Jonathan earned his master’s in geography from the University of Texas. His research focused on striated caracaras, birds he first en-
countered in the Falklands during his Watson year. He is also touring and recording with the bands Shearwater and Okkervil River.

Sandy Guitar 
WalliS, C’90
Comparative Business 
Management Styles
Australia, India, Japan

Making my way to a meeting 
at a Tokyo company, I became 
confused because the directions 
I had been given in English did 
not match up with the streets 
I was on. I asked a passerby 
for help by showing him my 
Japanese copy of the directions. 
Despite the pouring rain, he 
walked me 20 minutes out of 
his way to the door of my meet-
ing place. I was humbled. How 
many times has a stranger asked 
me for directions and I made 
sure they got there?

Sandy is now a principal with Knights-
bridge Advisers, a composite fund focusing 
on leading early-stage venture capital 
partnerships. 
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Joe WieGand, C’87
National Legislators in Challenged Democracies
Costa Rica, South Africa, Italy, Philippines, South Korea

 
I’ve always been a believer in the limitless poten-
tial of life. The Watson fueled my fire to make a 
difference. Devoting about two months each to 
Costa Rica, South Africa, Italy, the Philippines, 
and South Korea, I made many friends and 

experienced what the Costa Ricans called pura 
vida, or ‘pure life.’ 

In each country, I spent dozens of hours talk-
ing with legislators about the complex nature of producing beneficial 
public policies in challenging situations. One of my most outstanding 
experiences was talking with F. W. DeKlerk, future South African 
president and Nobel Peace Prize winner. DeKlerk inspired me, as did others on my Watson. 

The Watson also had a strong, positive impact on my marriage. I married Jenny Cook, C’86, in June 
1987. While she finished her teaching contract in Pennsylvania during the fall and early winter, I lived 
in San Jose City with a Costa Rican family and in a YMCA in Cape Town, South Africa. The profound 
emotional, intellectual, and spiritual experiences I had there produced in me a stronger resolve to be 
the best husband, citizen, and leader that I could be. 

While staying at the Cape Town YMCA, my room was burgled. I lived for two weeks on the meal that 
came with my prepaid room: one egg and a piece of toast per day. When I got hungry, I would go for 
a run. When it came time to fly to Rome, I hitchhiked the 1,500 kilometers from Cape Town to the 
international airport in Johannesburg. I rode with people of every color and faith across the Transvaal. 
I’ve never felt more alive.

Jenny and I reunited in Rome. The Watson Foundation generously allowed us to experience Italy, 
the Philippines, and South Korea together. Our lifelong love affair is built upon the time we spent 
together in those beautiful countries amongst wonderful people. 

Back at home in Illinois politics, I’m known as a gadfly, a troublemaker, and a taxpayers’ advocate. I 
owe this, in part, to the inspirational subjects of my Watson Fellowship. I no longer hitchhike, but I’m 
still running. With luck and perseverance, like the many men and women I interviewed around the 
globe, I just may have the chance someday to serve our fellow citizens in our own national legislature.

Joe was executive director of Family Taxpayers Network, a statewide, membership-based political organization in Illinois, until last 
March, when he became manager for the gubernatorial race of Republican candidate Jim Oberweis. Now Joe runs his own research, 
advocacy, and management agency, Wiegand’s Victory Enterprises. He also performs a comedy act with his father and a one-man 
show as Teddy Roosevelt. He was elected to the DeKalb County Board of Commissioners, 1997-2000, and has twice run for the 
state legislature.

Joe Wiegand atop Lion’s Head, a 
small mountain on the south side of 
Cape Town, South Africa. In the 
background is Table Mountain, with 
the famed “tablecloth” of clouds 
rolling in from the moisture of the 
Indian Ocean.

Jonathan morriS, C’99, studied  
various kinds of dance and acrobatics in the U.K., France, 
Bali, Australia, India, and Italy. In Bali, he stayed with 
guru Nyoman Birwan. In exchange for dance lessons, Jon 
helped Birwan build onto his family compound. Jon is 
now an actor, acrobat, and director in Los Angeles. He 
has recently worked with Cirque du Soleil; and the theatre 
company he founded, Real Circus, took its first show, 
American Vaudeville, to the Edinburgh Festival  
this summer.

◗ read more 
Stories of the Watson Fellows at 
<www.sewanee.edu/magazine>.
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Student 

performances 

transform a 

teacher-scholar’s 

view of the Bard, 

and of the 

Sewanee campus

Matthew Meeks, C’09, as Puck 
 in a piratical reinterpretation of the  

play-within-the-play of A Midsummer  
Night’s Dream. 

In Shakespeare’s Company



confirm this happy effect. In three to five pages, they defend their 
theatrical intentions with critical reference to the plays. Some essays 
have disclosed how a set takes inspiration from a particular image 
(Caliban’s isle that is “full of noises”). Others have connected a 
performance’s emphatic physicality to a symptom suffered by a char-
acter (Leontes’ “tremor cordis” or Lear’s compunction that his hand 
“smells of mortality”). One justified turning dialogue into song by 
demonstrating how the language informing Act V of The Merchant of 
Venice aspires to the harmony of heaven’s circling spheres.

I have not anticipated every performance with confident ease. 

The plans behind certain scenes have, in fact, racked me with anxi-
ety. One of the freshmen scenes staged this May had me worrying 
about everything from the stormy weather (which seemed more 
appropriate to Lear than A Midsummer Night’s Dream) to the possibility 
that the scene’s intent might be unintelligible. These students set 
the rude mechanicals’ rehearsal of Dream’s play-within-the-play on 
the wooden pirate ship that stands in the children’s playground in 
Elliott Park. Pirates as aspiring, yet inept players, as “hempen home-
spuns,” I asked? Yes, the students replied, noting that Shakespeare 
refers to pirates in several of his more fantastical plays, including 
Antony and Cleopatra, Pericles, and Twelfth Night. More importantly, they 
continued, a struggle for control of the ship’s wheel could con-
cretize the struggle for artistic mastery that animates the scene. 
Throughout this swashbuckling production, Peter Quince, the 
joiner who should direct the thespian crew, and Bottom the weaver, 
whose ambition trumps Quince at every turn, thrust one another 
from the wheel, spinning it with wild abandon, while their cohorts 
scrambled above and below the decks, producing from portholes 
and rigging a lantern, thornbush, and other key props. 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream often inspires unexpected sets. One year, 
on a snowy December night, a group staged Bottom’s transfor-
mation into an ass-headed monster in the University Cemetery; 
their goal was to emphasize the terror in Quince’s words: “Oh, 
monstrous! Oh, strange! We are haunted.” Last fall, another 
group performed the final scene from Dream involving the rude 
mechanicals: the complete play-within-the-play. They staged this 
scene in a re-creation of the theatre set used in the self-parody-
ing television show Mystery Science Theatre 3000. In this show, three 
characters that have been taken hostage are forced to watch cheaply 

During the examination period closing the 2006 Easter semes-
ter, I managed to see four new Shakespeare productions. Two 

of those productions moved me to laughter, engaging me with the 
comic anarchies that shape A Midsummer Night’s Dream; two confronted 
me with Hamlet’s dreadful grief. The productions did not require 
my travel to London or New York. They unfolded on the Univer-
sity Domain. The productions represented the culmination of my 
students’ work in two classes focused on Shakespeare. 

I have been requiring Sewanee students to perform scenes from 
Shakespeare for 10 years now. The idea, however, did not originate 

with me. In 1995, as the Advent semester approached its wintry 
close, a small embassy of students enrolled in “Shakespeare before 
1601” asked if their class might perform several scenes from the 
first play that we had studied. The performances, the students told 
me, would not be an extracurricular endeavor; they would take the 
place of a traditional final exam. 

I did not easily grant my students the opportunity to open a 
play’s meaning to an audience. Dedicated to the scrutiny of Eliza-
bethan and Jacobean conventions, I was unwilling to authorize a 
performance that might pursue contemporary camp at the expense 
of Shakespearean tone. If the Royal Shakespeare Company had 
concluded A Midsummer Night’s Dream with a high-kicking chorus line 
(a visual allusion to the film The Full Monty), how could I trust my 
students to resist modern reference over Renaissance nuance? What 
if they subjected to parody those lines, speeches, and settings that I 
was convinced should compel wonder or awe? What if they uninten-
tionally ... or willfully ... produced tragedy as comedy? Somehow, 
in spite of these hesitations, I surrendered to my students’ petition, 
initiating a run of performance-based examinations that have 
transformed my appreciation of Shakespeare. Those examinations 
have occurred in many surprising places: the attic of Convocation 
Hall (a richer setting 10 years ago when it stored costumes for the 
theatre department), the paths of Abbo’s Alley, and the chapter 
room of the ATO house.

I have rarely been disappointed with my students’ work as they 
translate Shakespeare from page to stage. Crowning a semester-
long interrogation of Shakespeare’s language, most performances 
stand as apt incarnations of Shakespeare’s words. The short essays 
that my students author in conjunction with their performances 

In Shakespeare’s Company B y  P a m e l a  R o y s t o n  m a c f i e
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made science fiction films; “to ease the anguish of [their] torturing 
hour,” the hostages offer a running commentary on the films’ most 
extraordinary flaws. In A Midsummer Night’s Theatre 3000, Shakespeare’s 
aristocratic Athenians similarly responded to the film screened be-
fore their unbelieving eyes. This grainy video featured any number 
of shots that should have been edited out. As Pyramus and Thisbe 
meet at “Ninny’s tomb” (a cardboard tablet propped against one of 
the University Cemetery’s walls), cars pass through the scene; actors 
who should have been off-stage appear at the edge of the frame; a 
poorly sized costume is adjusted by a hand that suddenly appears 
out of nowhere, canceling verisimilitude altogether. The video 
exposed the mechanicals’ complete ineptitude. Together, though, 
the video and the on-stage audience’s commentary affirmed that 
even the most rudimentary theatrical offering can anticipate and 
forge a connection with its audience; in a feat of perfect timing, the 
mechanicals addressed their critics directly from the film. 

Several performances from A Midsummer Night’s Dream have per-
suaded me that the play yields more than “the silliest stuff that 
ever I heard.” In December 2002, students staged the scene in 

Pamela Macfie and students (top left) applaud a performance of Hamlet in Guerry Garth. Krystn Hodge, C’09; Carrie Barfield, C’09; and Kathleen Presley, 
C’09, (top right) acted in a reinterpretation of Titania and Oberon as homecoming queen and king in the Juhan Gym. Amanda Robinson, C’06; Sandy Kern, C’07; 
and William Weber, C’07; (above) portray Ophelia, Laertes, and Claudius over the dizzying abyss of Piney Point, as Pamela Macfie watches. 

Anna Swain, C’06, as Bottom and Gillian Puffer, C’06, as Puck perform a scene 
from A Midsummer Night’s Dream in the Tennessee Williams Center. 



which Titania’s fairies sing their mistress to sleep in the candlelit 
interior of All Saints’ Chapel. Meeting the audience at the narthex, 
the director, one of several members of the University Choir, led 
us to the front of the nave, which remained decorated with the 
greens of Lessons and Carols. A circle of votive candles defined 
Titania’s bower. There, the Fairy Queen, in soaring soprano voice, 
commanded her retinue to sing; there, her fairy attendants circled 
slowly about her, banishing all creatures that might disturb their 
mistress with a spell unfolded in Gregorian chant. The experience 
was as moving as any I have had in the theatre. 

Two scenes staged from Hamlet this spring similarly impressed 
me with their near-professional quality: Ophelia’s mad scene, set 

on the precipitous brow at Piney Point, and the gravediggers’ scene, 
set in Guerry Garth. Each of these venues afforded their players 
a natural theatre. At Piney Point, a rock platform situated at the 
brink of a 100-foot drop to the forest floor confronted actors and 
audience alike with what director William Weber called “the apt 
proximity of doom.” In Guerry Garth, the stone portico practi-
cally elevated a meditative Hamlet above the gravediggers’ irreverent 
words and labors. Each of these scenes was enormously ambitious. 
The student playing Ophelia researched and performed those Jaco-
bean melodies that might endow Ophelia’s songs with poignancy. 
The gravediggers mastered Cockney accents in order to signal their 
low social status; in their performance, modern adaptation guar-
anteed an engaging vigor. Each scene, true to the complexities of 
Shakespeare’s full text, explored the connections between “mirth” 
and “funeral”; each gestured to the play’s tragic close. 

The most compelling achievement of each group of players stag-
ing Hamlet derived from their symbolic use of space. At the opening 
of the gravediggers’ scene, Hamlet speaks from a position (and in 
a language) of abstracted elevation, while the clowns below casually 
unearth skulls. By the scene’s end, however, Hamlet is sitting at the 
edge of the stage, extending himself into the grave into which he 
unceremoniously tosses Yorick’s skull. The scene at Piney Point 
also concluded with a symbolic descent. Using a two-foot wide 
crevice in the sandstone outcropping that formed their stage, these 
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players orchestrated a number of surprising entrances and exits. 
The messenger who reports the rabble’s clamor that Laertes shall 
be king leaps onstage out of the crevice, in which he had been fully 
obscured, and Laertes follows the messenger in a second “hug-
ger-mugger” rush. Ophelia steps into the crevice, which seems to 
swallow her alive as she speaks her final lines: “God ha’ mercy on 
his soul! / And of all Christian souls, I pray God. God b’ wi’ you.” 
Following Ophelia, Gertrude also strides into the void. By the 
scene’s conclusion, according to the director’s purposeful work, 
every character who will die later in the play has made his or her 
final exit by descending into the cleft that Laertes, with ominous 
gesture, identifies as “the profoundest pit.”  

I am convinced that my students scrutinize the details of 
Shakespeare’s texts more intentionally in this theatrical 
assignment than they could in a fully traditional final 
examination. It is impossible to stage a scene with 
any modicum of success without understand-
ing its tenor and rhetoric. To acquire this 
understanding students must talk together, 
outside of class, about every detail in the text. 
Expectations regarding the scenes’ integrity 
and credibility run high, as do expectations 
regarding the word-perfect pronunciation of 
each line. Over the years, a spirit of healthy 
competition has emerged among the several 
groups within a class and even between differ-
ent classes in the college. Some students have told 
me that the greatest tribute to a scene in which they 
have taken part is not the comment penned in ink or 
offered in words immediately after the performance. It is 
a later report, aired at Stirling’s or in night study, that I have re-
called and discussed their performance in a subsequent semester. 
Recently, I have asked several former players to preside over such 
discussions themselves.  

Near the close of The Tempest, Prospero speaks in deeply elegiac 
terms about the ways in which theatre is a fleeting experience, an 
“insubstantial pageant faded, / [that] leave[s] not a rack behind.” 
Prospero’s words haunt my imagination. Yet my students’ perfor-
mances would seem to qualify these words’ authority. Year after 
year, long after their revels have ended, my students’ performances 
live on. Entering All Saints’ Chapel, wandering Abbo’s Alley, or 
hiking to Piney Point, I discover that my students’ scenes glimmer 
back into view. Close to 100 performances have turned Sewanee 
into a Shakespearean memory theatre, a place whose sites prompt 
me to recall, and reinterpret, whole speeches — from fairies’ spells 
and witches’ incantations to lovers’ laments and gravediggers’ jests. 
Certain places on the campus and in the green-world embrac-
ing it are saturated with memories of my students’ translations of 
Shakespeare. Shakespeare’s works are in turn similarly saturated, 
and for this I am deeply grateful.    

Pamela Royston Macfie, Samuel R. Williamson Distinguished University Pro-
fessor, has taught courses in Shakespeare and the Renaissance in the English 
department since 1984.

Josh Harris, C’07, as Hamlet addresses “poor Yorick.” 
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Dr. tully’s

Miracle
Machine

A surgeon improves cancer patients’ outcomes — 
without laying a finger on them

B y  J o e  R o m a n o



finger on his patient during the procedure. Instead, Tully employs 
the futuristic da Vinci robot, a $1.2 million marvel, to serve as his 
hands and eyes during this delicate operation. 

the Procedure
The first thing you notice upon entering Tully’s operating room at 
St. Vincent’s Hospital in Birmingham, Alabama, is the massive da 
Vinci robot. Covered in clear plastic sleeves, the machine towers over 
the operating table, sprouting mechanical arms, tubes, and wires as 
it is moved into the place where it will do its work. 

Before it is connected, Tully makes six little incisions, or ports, in 
the patient’s abdomen. Only about an inch long, these ports are big 
enough to allow the da Vinci machine — with its arms, high-intensity 
lights, and cameras — to reach deep inside the body. The abdomen 
is inflated with gas, lifting the skin above the internal organs, while 
Tully takes his seat, 10 feet away, at a remote control console. The 
lights are dimmed, and television monitors on either side of the 
operating table broadcast a vivid picture from inside the patient.

Dr. Scott Tully, C’79, and 
physician assistant Mary 
Beth Teague, C’95, are the 
brains behind the da Vinci 
robot visible behind them in 
the St. Vincent’s Hospital 
operating room. 
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Each year, more than 230,000 American men are diagnosed 
with prostate cancer. About 30,000 will die of the disease, 
making it second only to lung cancer as a killer of men in 

the U.S. Slow-growing and difficult to detect, it is most often 
diagnosed in men who are 65 or older. 

Once a diagnosis is confirmed, there are several possible courses 
of treatment. Watchful waiting is recommended for some, especially 
for older patients with less advanced tumors. Radiation therapy, 
cryotherapy (controlled freezing of the prostate), and hormone 
therapy all are possibilities. The last option is surgical removal of 
the prostate.

It is on this front in the war against prostate cancer that Dr. 
Scott Tully, C’79, is doing battle. Specializing in urological sur-
gery, Tully is a pioneer in a new kind of treatment that, based on 
his own comparisons, promises his patients a faster recovery, fewer 
complications, reduced pain, smaller incisions, and a shorter 
hospital stay. 

He does this mostly, perhaps miraculously, without laying a 



Now, the real work begins. Tully places his eyes to a viewer remi-
niscent of an antique stereoscope, where he has a three-dimensional 
live picture of his work. One real advantage of the da Vinci robot, 
created by a California firm called Intuitive, is that operating it is 
truly “intuitive” for a surgeon, says Tully. “You can take a surgeon 
who has never seen this before, who will sit down at that console, and 
in 30 seconds be sewing and suturing. That’s because your hand-
eye alignment is the same as if you were standing at the operating 
table, and the instruments do exactly what your hands do at the 
console.” And, says Tully, the excellent stereoscopic view, which is 
much better than that afforded by traditional surgery, more than 
compensates for the loss of tactile sensation.

At the console, Tully delicately guides the robotic arms to the 
prostate deep within the pelvis. Just reaching the organ takes about 
30 minutes. “The prostate wasn’t meant to be taken out,” says Tully. 
“It’s very difficult to operate on.” But that’s precisely why the robot 
works so well in this application. “The robot is good for highly 
complex procedures that you need to do in a limited space. That’s 
where it really shines.”

Having reached the prostate, Tully begins the most delicate part 
of the procedure. In fact, it requires such precision, as well as such a 
degree of coordination with his assistant, Mary Beth Teague, C’95, 
that he speaks of it as not just medicine, but art. “Coordination 
between the doctor and the assistant is essential, like a dance,” he 
says. “This is very much a team effort, and it’s very critical for me 
to have a good assistant at the table to help me see what I need to 
do. And, she’s a very good assistant.” While Tully gracefully twirls 
the robotic instruments here and there, Teague — who is using 
laparoscopic tools — stands at the patient’s side, responding in-
stantly to Tully’s almost inaudible instructions to readjust a light, 
or to move a fold of flesh.

Even to an untrained eye, the skill that Tully has gained in 
performing more than �00 of these procedures is apparent. This 
is the critical juncture in the surgery. Though his overriding con-
cern is the removal of the cancer, Tully must be precise in order 

to help preserve both his patient’s potency and promote a speedy 
resumption of continence, both of which are compromised by 
the operation. Painstakingly, then, he separates the prostate from 
the tissues and sensitive nerves that surround it, then from the 
bladder. 

Finally, little more than an hour after he sat down at the console, 
the prostate is placed in a small bag and removed through one of 
the ports. Tully takes a breather as the prostate is sent to the pathol-
ogy lab for analysis. If no cancer is detected around the margins 
of his work, then he can begin closing things up. If it is detected, 
then he will have to go back and take more tissue to ensure that the 
cancer is removed.

This time, the lab sends good news. There is no cancer in the 

‘Every case to me is a battle, and I try to fight it out to get 
that guy the best operation I can on that day.’ 
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Above: Dr. Tully operates from this console, which provides a  
three-dimensional stereoscopic view of his work. 



margins, and the final part of the procedure, reattaching the bladder 
and the urethra, can begin. Again Tully and Teague work closely, 
though at opposite ends of the room, to complete, then test, this 
re-connection. The instruments are removed, and it is time to close 
the ports. Only a few stitches are needed, and, frequently, these 
small incisions heal so well that they are nearly invisible. Tully, who 
arrived at the hospital before dawn, has a few minutes to rest as the 
operating room is prepared for the next procedure.

Largely through the work of Tully and his colleagues, St. Vin-
cent’s has become one of the nation’s leading centers for robotic 
prostate surgery. Tully says he became interested in the procedure 
because he felt it would provide something better, something less 
invasive, for his patients. “You’re always trying to pursue excellence 
as a surgeon. You want to get it a little better, get it a bit more right, 
every day. I’m trying to do the best I can for my patients. 

“Every case to me,” says Tully, “is a battle in and of itself, and I 
try to fight it out to get that guy the best operation I can on that day. 
For him, this is the biggest day of his life, and I try to remember 
that. The challenge is to get it right so this guy has a good result and 
can get back to his life and put this all behind him. And, that’s the 
satisfaction of this work. That keeps me going.”

Sewanee and the doctor
The son of a physician (who works in the same practice group, 
Urology Centers of Alabama), Tully says that he didn’t necessarily 
plan on pursuing his father’s profession. “I came to Sewanee,” he 
remembers, “just to get the best education I could.” But, it wasn’t 
long before Tully found himself taking up the pre-med track. “It 
just felt right, it’s in my blood.”

Even after the drive toward medical school became his focus, 
Tully was still intentional in taking advantage of the broad experi-
ences offered on the Mountain. Though he fondly remembers 
biology professors Harry Yeatman and Henrietta Croom as his 
mentors, he speaks with equal enthusiasm about his experiences 
with English professor John Reishman, history professors Joseph 
Cushman and John Flynn, and math professor Steve Puckette. He 
also clearly remembers participating in a benefit walkathon from 
Chattanooga to Sewanee, led by the late Hugh Caldwell, professor 
of philosophy. While Tully says he could only make it to the base 
of the Mountain before his legs just locked up, the 55-year-old 
professor completed the hike in time for an evening party.

During his tenure on the Mountain, these and other professors, 
as well as his fellow students and their shared experiences, made an 
indelible impression upon Tully. “Sewanee was a turning point in 
my life. I wouldn’t trade those years for anything. I came there and 
I was raw and green, and in the first year I just busted it. I had to 
prove to myself that I could do it. It nurtured me and let me grow 
and I’ll always be thankful for that experience.”

To learn more about prostate cancer and its treatment, including 
the da Vinci robot, visit the Web site for Urology Centers of Alabama 
at <www.urologycenters-al.com/info.html>.

Joe Romano is the University’s executive director for marketing and communications. 

Summer 2006 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 23

a Medical artist:  
Mary beth Teague, C’95

As Scott Tully’s surgical assistant, Mary Beth Teague, 

C’95, plays a critical role in the success of each 

procedure. 

Yet, like Tully, she didn’t immediately envision a 

medical career when she enrolled at Sewanee. In 

fact, she majored in art history. “I did so many things 

at Sewanee, played lacrosse, went on the Jamaica 

outreach trip with Dixon Myers and Pradip Malde, and 

even went with the football team as the trainer when 

it went to the Bermuda Bowl.”

Not until after graduation did she decide to embark 

on a medical career. “I had taken a lot of my science 

prerequisites at Sewanee, so [after some refresher 

courses] I enrolled in the physician’s surgical assistant 

program at the University of Alabama at Birmingham,” 

she says.

After spending three years assisting for general 

surgery, Teague joined Tully’s group in June 2005. 

Teague’s previous experience with laparoscopic sur-

gery proved to be a good preparation for assisting in 

the robotic procedures. “I kind of got thrown into it, 

but it has been great working with Scott. I didn’t even 

know he was a Sewanee grad until our first day in the 

OR together. We started talking about things, and 

somehow it came up,” says Teague. “It’s just been a 

neat connection and fun to have someone to talk with 

about a place you have such fond memories of.”

It appears that Teague has found a home as a 

member of the team at the Urology Centers of Ala-

bama. “I just love the atmosphere, the people you 

work with, and the fact that you all have a common 

goal. No matter what hospital I’m at, and we work at 

about five different ones, there is a great camaraderie. 

I’m in my element when I’m in the OR and a case is 

going.”
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Three members of the faculty — with a com-
bined 75 years of service to the University 
— retired during the 2005–06 academic 
year. 

Sam Williamson and Jerry Ingles retired 
as of December 2005. 

Williamson, professor of history and the 
Robert M. Ayres Distinguished University 
Chair, came to Sewanee as vice chancellor 
in 1988, stepping down from that role in 
2000 to teach. He was educated at Tulane 
and Harvard. Before coming to Sewanee, 
Williamson taught at West Point, Harvard, 
and the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. Most recently, he taught 
courses on World War I, intelligence and 
foreign policy, and University history. With 
Jerry Smith, professor of religion, he is 
editing a sesquicentennial history of the 
University, to be published next year. (For 
more about Williamson, see page 7.)

Jerry Ingles, professor of economics, 
started teaching at Sewanee in 1978. He 
earned his bachelor’s from the University of 
California at Berkeley and his Ph.D. from 
Cornell. He served in the Peace Corps in 
Venezuela 196�–66; and immediately be-
fore coming to Sewanee, he was working as 
the general manager of a retail company in 
Maturin, Venezuela. 

Highlights of his career included serving 
as a Fulbright Senior Lecturer in Colombia 
in 1989, but he considers the Teacher of 
the Year award he received from the Sewanee 
Purple in 198� his highest honor. Lambda 
Chi Alpha also named him Alumnus of the 
Year in 1996 (although, as he points out, 
he was an alumnus of neither the college 
nor the fraternity). 

A man of many talents, he has appeared 
in 18 theatrical productions in Sewanee, 
most recently as the Lieutenant in Guys and 
Dolls. “In earlier roles,” he wrote in an e-
mail, “I was frequently a ‘dirty old man,’ but 
also a drunken would-be king, a medical 
doctor, a Texas rancher, a sewer digger, a 
mental patient, a London cabbie, an abused 
dental patient, and an old derelict living in 
a garbage can.”

Performing arts

Robert Delcamp’s fifth 
CD on the Naxos label, 
Organ Music of Alexandre 
Guilmant, recorded in 
All Saints’ Chapel on the 
newly renovated Casavant 
organ, was released in 

February. David Landon published “Paul 
Claudel’s Way of the Cross: A Translation” 
in Sewanee Theological Review (December 
2005). He regularly performs this translation 
with Delcamp on the organ. Beth Lincks, 
2005–06 Tennessee Williams Fellow in Fiction, 
had her play See Rock City published by 
Dramatists Play Service, under her pen name, 
Arlene Hutton. Her Nibroc Trilogy will open at 
the Actors Co-op in Los Angeles in September. 
Jennifer Matthews designed costumes 
for Parade and The Jungle Book at Central 
Piedmont Summer Theatre in Charlotte, N.C., 
in June and July.

natural Sciences and 
Mathematics

Henrietta Croom will teach at Sewanee 
during the Advent terms during the next few 
years and spend the remainder of those years 
as a research affiliate at the Bishop Museum 
in Hawaii, where she is collaborating with 
lava tube biologists. While she sequences 
the DNA of lava tube crickets collected by 
the biologists, her Sewanee students are 
conducting a parallel study of crickets in 
Tennessee caves. Deon Miles presented his 
research on nanoscale sensors, co-authored 
with Stephanie A. Owens, C’07; Charles 
A. Odonkor, C’06; Melissa A. Ensor, 
C’06; and Tracian A. Meikle, C’07, at the 
national meeting of the American Chemi-
cal Society in Atlanta in March. Jon Evans 
published “Assessing Forest Loss on the 
Cumberland Plateau: Implications for Forest 
Policy Reform in Tennessee” in the Proceed-
ings of the 11th Symposium on the Natural 
History of Lower Tennessee and Cumberland 
River Valleys (2005). 

Ingles plans to continue living in 
Sewanee and pursuing his passion for 
bird-watching. 

“Jerry often stopped in the middle of a 
conversation to note an unusual bird sing-
ing in the Quad,” noted Robin Gottfried, 
professor of economics, in an appreciation 
of Ingles presented to the faculty. “How-
ever, just as the occasional bird may baffle 
even the most inveterate bird-watcher, … 
he, in turn, baffled many an economics 
student with both his subtle wit and his 
insight.

“As the teacher of the legendary History 
of Economic Thought course for seniors,” 
Gottfried continued, “he served as the rite 
of passage for generations of economics 
majors. His colleagues will miss him, and 
the seniors will breathe a collective sigh of 
relief.”

Barclay Ward, Alfred Negley Professor of 
Political Science, retired as of June after 31 
years of teaching at Sewanee. 

Ward earned his bachelor’s from Hamil-
ton College, master’s from Johns Hopkins, 
and Ph.D. from the University of Iowa. 
Before starting his doctoral work, Ward 
served as a U.S. foreign service officer. He 
has maintained his association with the U.S. 
Department of State as a consultant working 
in the area of nuclear nonproliferation. 

Williamson, Ingles, Ward lay down their gowns

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 9

Jerry Ingles’ interests include birds and theatre as 
well as economics.

prof notes

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 9
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My Sewanee Calling

A circuitous route home, via Greek, Latin, and organ music
By Bill Hamner, C’92

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 7

I am an anomaly among my peers in real 
estate development. Most of them speak 
of a fun-filled undergraduate experi-
ence, followed immediately by an ap-
prenticeship in real estate development. 
Their office décor immortalizes those 
glorious college days with fraternity 
composites and photos of tail gate par-
ties. One dear friend refers to his BA as 
a “receipt” for having endured the aca-
demic part of his college experience! 

This same gentleman and others 
have quizzed me about the degrees and 
credentials hanging in my office — my 
U.S. Merchant Marine Officer’s license, 
my Master of Music and Doctor of Mu-
sical Arts degrees. But most of all, they 
are intrigued by the beautifully framed 
document in the “strange language” that 
reads Universitas Meridiana. I simply ex-
plain, “That document was the impetus 
for all the others. It stands as the chief 
instrument by which it took me 15 years 
to find my way home after college!”

When I left Newport News, Virginia, 
for the Cumberland Plateau in 1988, I 
planned to return home in four years to 
begin my career in real estate develop-
ment. Yet I soon began to question my 
vocational plans. My first year on the 
Mountain proved far more enriching 
than the expected “four years of fun at 
finishing school.” I began to examine 
everything about life, including those 
things which I had previously considered 
to be givens.  

Like most Sewanee students, my 
friends and I had been taken under 
the wing of several professors and their 
spouses. At least twice a month, I found 
myself joining a professor and his family 
for supper or tea, followed by conversa-
tion on the porch. I never realized that 
such intimate experiences as these would 
engender an affection for the humani-
ties, especially in my late teens. 

I then discovered that the classics 
could offer me a glimpse into each one 
of the humanities. Struggling through 
the grammar and syntax of Latin and 
Greek texts, I witnessed how most of our 
Western world had been influenced by 
practices and institutions of the Romans 

and Greeks. Latin and Greek courses 
became a fantastic point of departure 
for me, a student who wanted a taste 
of it all. I could investigate the greatest 
poetry, philosophy, history, theatre, art, 
political science, military science, and 
the list goes on. 

Most importantly, through the 
patient instruction of Professors Bin-
nicker, Bonds, and Seiters, classical 
languages matured my self-discipline 
and honed my thought process. With 
Latin as my major, I also registered for 
courses in the departments of philoso-
phy, history, geology, and art history. 
And I continued to follow a life-long 
passion of mine by studying organ per-
formance and Anglican church music 
with Professor Robert Delcamp. 

In the meanwhile, the recession of 
the late 1980s and early 1990s made 
for a challenging business environment 
back at home. My family’s development 
company remained as one of the few 
survivors in the region. After sopho-
more year, my father and I had a long 
conversation about career aspirations. 
His advice to me was simple and clear: I 
needed make myself skilled and market-
able in a number of fields. 

Upon returning for the Advent 
semester of my junior year, I declared 
a second major in music, with a con-
centration in organ and church music. 
I felt that if I sharpened my skills, I 

I began to examine everything 
about life, including those 

things which I had previously 
considered to be givens.
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Bran Potter
Annie Overton Brinkley Snowden 
Professor of Geology

The sciences are a wonderful coun-
terpart to the traditional powerhouse 
departments in humanities and social 
science. We’re typically smaller in stu-
dent numbers, but have a tradition of 
working with students on independent 
projects that give them access to the 
wider world of research. This, in turn, 
can lead them toward careers in research 
and academics.

Most of what I’ve learned about the 
structural deformation of the Cumber-
land Plateau has been in the company of 
students engaged in field research. There 
is something immensely satisfying about 
a co-discovery, even if it’s a small piece 
of the larger puzzle of understanding 
the North American-African collision 
in Permian time. You’re adding to the 

There is something 
immensely satisfying 
about a co-discovery, 

even if it’s a small piece of 
the larger puzzle .... You’re 

adding to the body of 
knowledge in your 
field and are also 

witnessing the 
student’s satisfaction of 
making a permanent 

contribution.

Bran Potter

Transforming Science Education at Sewanee  

In May, the University made the 
exciting announcement of a $6 
million gift toward the construc-

tion of a state-of-the-art addition to 
Sewanee’s Woods Laboratories.
 Why is Woods Lab such an 
important part of The Sewanee Call 
campaign? Here’s what a couple of 
Sewanee’s science faculty have to say 
about the campaign for Woods as well 
as for Snowden Hall, home of the 
Department of Forestry and Geology, 
which is also slated for renovation. 

Deon Miles
John D. McArthur Assistant  
Professor of Chemistry

The sciences contribute to the University 
by preparing our students for future ca-
reers in the scientific and medical fields. 
I recently read an article that reported 
on a survey that revealed the majority 
of chemistry professors graduate from 
liberal arts institutions. This emphasizes 
the significance of our responsibility to 
educate young scientists in a liberal arts 
setting. 

The Sewanee Call is important for 
Woods Lab because of the age of the 
building. Constructed in 1969, it is 
simply outdated, and needs to be up-
graded. It needs to be improved not only 

to attract science-minded students to our 
campus, but also to allow student-faculty 
collaborative research to be done in a safe 
and encouraging environment. 

One reason that I’m excited about 
the Woods Lab project is that once the 
addition is built, I will move to an office 
with a window! I will also move into a 
new research space with better ventilation 
and utilities for my research group. My 
group works with some pretty pungent 
chemicals, and adequate ventilation is 
something that we have needed for quite 
some time. I’m also excited about the 
new teaching spaces that we will have in 
the building. My hope is that the entire 
project will invigorate the science and 
mathematics faculty toward teaching and 
scholarly excellence! 

Deon Miles, who has been teaching at Sewanee since 
2002, has already involved numerous students in his 
research, which is in the area of nanotechnology, the 
science of unbelievably tiny things. His most recent 
work includes a presentation (entitled “Water-
Soluble, Monolayer-Protected CdSe Quantum 
Dots as Nanoscale Sensors”) at the 231st National 
Meeting of the American Chemical Society, March 
26–30 in Atlanta, Georgia. Student contributors 
were Stephanie A. Owens, C’07; Charles A. Odon-
kor, C’06; Melissa A. Ensor, C’06; and Tracian A. 
Meikle, C’07.

Deon Miles, assistant professor 
of chemistry, conducts a water 
sampling test with students 
in Chemistry 101. Since he 
started teaching at Sewanee in 
2002, he has involved many 
students in his research area of 
nanotechnology. 
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As of June 30, The Sewanee 
Call campaign had reached 
$138.9 million.
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could work as an Episcopal Church 
musician or even teach music on the 
high school or college levels. With my 
classics studies, I could potentially teach 
high school Latin, English, or history. 
Perhaps my ultimate vocation would 
incorporate skills drawn from all of 
my Sewanee experiences in some yet 
unknown manner. 

Superb training, continued friend-
ship, and first-rate mentorship from 
Steve Shrader and Robbe Delcamp 
poised me to achieve the Master of 
Music in organ performance and then 
the DMA, concentrating in Angli-
can church music. I then lectured in 
the humanities department at Akron 
University and served as the associate 
organist and choirmaster of a large 
Episcopal parish. I also played organ 

recitals and accompanied concerts with 
the choirs.  

Accompanying choirs on the organ 
made me think a great deal about or-
gan building. I felt that contemporary 
North American organs were inferior 
to their British counterparts, which I 
had first played while on tour with the 
University Choir. I had always enjoyed 
the mechanics of the organ, and applied 
for an opening as pipe voicer with the 
Wicks Pipe Organ Company. 

In my six years at Wicks, I was ap-
pointed as tonal director for the firm. It 
was my responsibility to tonally design, 
scale, voice, and finish every new and 
re-built Wicks organ around the globe. 
Together with a talented team of artisans, 
we created what we called “The Ultimate 
Anglican Music Machines”! Even now, 

body of knowledge in your field and are 
also witnessing the student’s satisfaction 
of making a permanent contribution to 
our knowledge of the continent.

New science facilities are an absolute 
must for a college that has made such 
great strides in science education in the 
past few decades. Consider the won-
derful leap we made years ago when the 
Kresge Foundation awarded Sewanee 
enough funding for some state-of-the 
art instrumentation. Our students, as 
well as faculty, were able to move to a 
much higher level in analysis and preci-
sion. With our x-ray diffractometer, we 
were able to take on projects in geology 
that allow identification of a wide range 

Bran Potter, professor 
of geology, works with 
a student during the 
Island Ecology Program 
on St. Catherine’s 
Island, Georgia. He has 
taught in this inter-
disciplinary summer 
program for 20 years. 

of minerals and elements. 
The proposed additions to Woods 

Lab and Snowden would create an even 
greater leap in the fortunes of the sci-
ences. We’ll be much better housed, 
with better-designed space, and more 
prepared to do the kind of interdisci-
plinary work we all value.

Bran Potter, who received the 2002 Tennessee 
Professor of the Year award from the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, has 
been teaching at Sewanee since 1980. He is also 
director of the Sewanee Summer Seminar. His most 
recent research with students includes work on the 
Cumberland Overthrust with Rhodes Scholar Robin 
Rotman, C’04.

I still serve as consultant for churches 
and other institutions that need assis-
tance in selecting the proper organ. I 
also enjoy teaching music courses and 
playing the occasional service. 

The University of the South armed 
me with the tools I needed to live life 
to the fullest. The Sewanee experience 
encouraged me to venture into fasci-
nating realms into which my friend with 
the “college receipt” would have never 
dared to traverse. 

William W. Hamner Jr., C’92, is vice president 
for industrial properties for the Hamner Develop-
ment Company in Hampton Roads, Virginia. He 
holds a Master of Music in organ performance 
from the Cleveland Institute of Music and a Doc-
tor of Musical Arts from Case Western Reserve 
University.
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Call and Response

William C. Davis, c’64

In 2005, William C. Davis, C’6�, in-
formed Sewanee that the University was 
one of four beneficiaries of a charitable 
remainder trust he and his wife, Dana, 
had created to support institutions that 
are important in their lives. 

To talk about the trust, Davis suggests 
meeting in the revolving restaurant atop 
the Cincinnati Riverfront Radisson, 
where the Diocese of Lexington is having 
its annual convention. At the crowded 
restaurant, people stop by to say hello or 
smile and nod. Davis is clearly a leader in 
his parish, Christ Church Lexington.

Davis’s faith journey is both active 
and reflective. He is in his third year 
of the Education for Ministry (EfM) 
program at Christ Church. He loves 
EfM, a four-year theological education 
program administered by Sewanee’s 
School of Theology. As part of EfM, he 
does volunteer work, helping a boy from 
a disadvantaged family learn to achieve 
academically. “Dallas is 11 now — 8 when 
I first started. The best thing about the 
experience is that I am a constant in his 
life. Showing up is the biggest thing I 
do,” Davis says. 

Davis showed up at Sewanee in the 
early 1960s as a result of a family friend’s 
influence. After growing up in Opelika, 
Alabama, he first attended Auburn, 
then transferring to Sewanee at the 
recommendation of Charles Harrison, 
professor of English. “Sewanee was just 
what I needed,” Davis says. “It is a place 
where you can be introspective. It is a 
place where you can learn to be alone.” 

Reflection is also an important part 
of the EfM experience, Davis believes, 
and the opportunity to learn from quiet 
study as well as from discussions of faith 
issues with his EfM cohort is an impor-

tant part of Davis’s everyday life. 
That kind of reflection also inspired 

Davis to create a charitable remainder 
trust, which will benefit Sewanee, the 
high schools that he and Dana attended, 
and Christ Church. 

After a career in the financial services 
industry in Alabama and Kentucky, from 
which he retired as senior vice president 
at Smith Barney, Davis understands well 
how to combine financial planning with 
charitable activities. The Davises thus 
created a charitable remainder unitrust, 
funded with the real estate portfolio that 
they have acquired over the years. 

“This is a flip trust,” Davis says. 
“Whenever part of the real estate is sold, 
the proceeds are reinvested to produce 
more income, and the income, when 
paid to us, is subject to income tax as 
ordinary income, capital gain income, 
tax-free income and finally, return of 
principal, in that order.”

Once real estate is sold by the trustee 
(in this case, Bill and Dana Davis) and 

the proceeds reinvested, the trust “flips” 
to a straight unitrust, which makes 
its payments based upon the straight 
percentage of the asset value formula 
without regard to the actual income 
earned. The trust’s life income benefi-
ciaries, in this case the Davises, receive 
the benefits of the income during their 
lifetimes. Following their deaths, the 
trust principal is paid to the charitable 
beneficiaries of the trust.

As trustees, the Davises can man-
age the trust’s assets, and even have the 
ability to change the charitable benefi-
ciaries. Because the trust is irrevocable 
and must ultimately benefit charitable 
beneficiaries, the Davises were able to 
claim a significant income tax charitable 
gift deduction at the time the trust was 
established.

“One of the great things about this 
kind of charitable remainder trust is 
its flexibility,” says Davis. “We could 
change beneficiaries — though we have 
no intention of doing so. Our gift is 
irrevocable, however, and that is what 
gives us tax advantages.”

At the restaurant atop the Cincin-
nati Riverfront, Davis takes time for a 
photograph framed by the city skyline. 
The other diners are filing out. Most are 
attending the diocesan convention, and 
Davis greets many by name. He is eager 
to join in on convention business that 
is, like Davis, focused on a faith journey 
and preparation for the future. — Tom 
Sanders, development communications officer

To learn more about flip trusts and other ways 
of making planned gifts, contact your financial  
services provider; or, if you wish to make a planned 
gift to Sewanee, contact David Spragens, director of 
planned giving. 
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faculty

William Priestley, C’62, received the 2006 
award for Distinguished Teaching of Mathemat-
ics at the College or University Level from the 
Southeastern Section of the Mathematical As-
sociation of America. In his acceptance speech, 
Priestley said, “I’m thinking of Stephen Puckette 
now, one of my teachers who is no longer with 
us. … During a remarkable seven-year period 
when Steve began to teach in a small college 
whose total enrollment was about 600, 14 grad-
uates went on to receive doctorates in math-
ematics. I was one of the 14. I was the one who 
took longest to finish. All of us were inspired by 
Stephen Puckette’s delight in mathematics, and 
many of us became teachers.” John Pali-
sano and Thy Huynh, C’07, presented their 
research on bacterial DNA from Domain soils at 
the annual meeting of the Tennessee Academy 
of Sciences. Palisano received an ACA grant for 
his 2006–07 sabbatical to do research with Dr. 
John Penn, C’78, at the Vanderbilt University 
School of Medicine. Look for Randy Peter-
son’s editorial in The Physics Teacher, January 
2006. This year he is concluding his service on 
the executive board of the American Association 
of Physics Teachers. He also published a paper 
(in Nucl. Instr. & Methods B 241, 486-490) 
based on lab work completed in his modern 
physics course with Matthew Walters, Wil-
liam Hooker, and Elizabeth Shroyer, all 
C’04. “As part of my diamond research, we grew 
carbon (mass 13 instead of the usual mass 12) 
diamonds with a physics research group at the 
University of Alabama in Birmingham. We did 
a series of measurements on these diamonds 
using research equipment at UAB and using an 
accelerator with a physics group at the Univer-
sity of North Texas.” John Shibata and Mark 
C. Mochel, C’06, presented their collaborative 
research at the spring meetings of the American 
Physical Society in Baltimore and the American 
Chemical Society in Atlanta. 

n  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2 4

“Not only has he brought all of this ex-
perience to his students but he has actively 
promoted their own engagement with the 
broader world and the development of 
their own aspirations to participate in that 
world,” said Charles Brockett, Biehl Profes-

prof notes
Barclay Ward proudly announced 
at the end of the spring semester 
that the 21 students in his class 
on diplomacy had “solved the 
Iranian problem.” 

In this semester-long proj-
ect, students were assigned to 
represent the countries in the 
United Nations Security Council 
plus other key nations such as 
Germany, Iran, Venezuela, and 
India. The students wrote up 
their countries’ positions on the 
Iranian nuclear issue, then met 
outside of class for bilateral or 
multilateral discussions. 

The Sewanee Security Council then met formally on four successive Tuesdays in April in 
the Torian Room of duPont Library, and the informal meetings continued as well. At the last 
plenary, they finished hammering out the resolution, and it passed by a large majority.  

“The resolution itself has some interesting aspects,” Ward noted, “including a staged 
process of Iranian compliance and at least one sop tossed to the Non-Aligned Movement, for 
the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva to take up nuclear disarmament generally.”

Barclay Ward has influenced many students to pursue 
government service. 

sor of International Studies, in a resolution 
honoring Ward. “Washington, D.C., is now 
close to being taken over by Sewanee gradu-
ates, due largely to his efforts.”

Ward’s service to the Department of 
Political Science and to the college included 
working on behalf of the Tonya Internship 
Program, chairing the department, serving 
in the American Association of University 
Professors on the local and state level, and 
participating in many important faculty 
committees.

Ward made other contributions to the 
Sewanee community. He was a founding 
member of the University Orchestra, an-
choring the French horn section for years 
and persuading many students to join as 
well. And, Brockett noted, “when you are 
reading on a hilltop in rural Tennessee your 
print copy of the New York Times on the very 
day it was published, thank Barclay Ward.”

Ward plans to continue his consulting 
work for the State Department, living part-
time in Washington while making his home 
with his wife, Joan, in Vermont. 

Sewanee Security Council solves Iranian nuclear crisis

Students met in duPont Library for plenary sessions as well as informal 
diplomatic gatherings. 
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Humanities

Sid Brown published “Interest in the 
Intersection: Where Buddhism and the 
United States Meet” in Religious Studies 
News (May 2006). Greg Clark gave two 
special lectures this spring: one at an art 
history colloquium in Tournai, Belgium; and 
the second, at the Sewanee Senior Dinner, 
a spoof of the Sewanee experience through 
the lens of 20th-century American anima-
tion. Jim Davidheiser presented “New 
Wine in Old Skins: Revitalizing You and Your 
Foreign Language Curriculum,” at the Southern 
Conference on Language Teaching meeting in 
February. Bill engel published “Going to Art” 
in International Studies in Philosophy (Spring 
2006) and presented “Dramatic Symmetry in 
Shakespeare” at the Renaissance Society of 
America meeting in San Francisco in March. 
Chris McDonough published “Ridiculus 
Mus: Of Mice and Men in Roman Thought” in A 
Communion of Subjects: Animals in Religion, 
Science, and Ethics (Columbia UP, 2006); and 
presented “Abducting the Sabine Women in the 
Mid-20th Century” at the Classical Association 
of the Middle West and South meeting in April. 
Read about his work on Basil Gildersleeve on 
pages 34–35 of this issue. Pamela Macfie 
presented “Allusion as Violence in Marlowe’s 
Hero and Leander” at the Modern Language 
Association meeting in December. A con-
densed version was published in the Marlowe 
Society Newsletter. Elizabeth Outka was 
awarded Sewanee’s Kennedy Fellowship, which 
supports research and other professional 
development opportunities for talented early- 
career faculty. She finished her book manu-
script, Modernity, Modernism, and the  
Commodified Authentic, and is starting a new 
project on world literature in English. Brown 
Patterson, C’52, contributed to Anglicanism 
and Orthodoxy: 300 Years after the ‘Greek 
College’ in Oxford (Peter Lang, 2006). He 
published his work on the English Protestant 
thinker William Perkins in the Journal of Eccle-
siastical History (April 2006) and presented 
it at the Ecclesiastical History Society meeting 
at the University of Cardiff, Wales, in July. 
Charles Perry is chairing a committee for 
the North American Conference on British 
Studies that will award prizes for the best 
essays in British studies written by undergradu-
ates at U.S. colleges and universities. 

prof notes
During the spring semester, the Univer-
sity hosted two prominent guests from 
Sewanee’s ancestral corner of the Old 
World — i.e., the UK. 

ian ralston — whom Celeste Ray, as-
sociate professor of anthropology, calls “the 
senior archaeologist of Scotland” — taught 
a course in the archaeology of Britain to 
about 25 eager undergraduates from a 
variety of majors. A professor of archaeol-
ogy at the University of Edinburgh, he has 
published numerous books about his work 
in Scotland and France — in particular, 
the renowned Mont Beuvray site, where 
he excavated the largest set of gates. Those 
have since been reconstructed and are open 
to the public. 

For the last 10 years, he has been work-
ing at Bourges, in central France, where 
many Iron Age workshops were located. In 
Bourges, he says, he made his best find — a 
long pin made of fine gold and decorated 
with a ram’s head. It had been stuck in a 
patch of charcoal, probably the remains 
of a wagon that had been burned next to 
its owner’s grave. He and his colleagues 
had been sifting through these blackened 
remains, picking out tiny pieces of metal, 
when suddenly Ralston pulled out the 

intact pin. They were so 
excited that, covered head 
to toe in black dust, they 
immediately went to the lo-
cal supermarket to buy some 
champagne. 

He has not done ar-
chaeological work on the 
Domain, but has viewed the 
rock shelters used by Na-
tive American people since 
ancient times. He thinks 
that local quarry sites may 
yield much interesting in-
formation about the style of 
Sewanee’s stone buildings. 

If you’re interested in 
delving into recent litera-
ture about Britain’s past, 
Professor Ralston makes 
the following recommen-
dations: The Tribes of Britain by 
David Miles, a “non-con-
ventional” book offering an overview of 
Britain’s development, incorporating new 
genetic evidence that challenges long-held 
beliefs about the origins of the British 
people;  and Britain BC by Francis Pryor, a 
more conventional but highly readable look 
at the archaeology of Britain by one of the 
islands’ best field archaeologists. 

Organist and composer david briggs, 
organist emeritus of Gloucester Cathedral, 
delighted Sewanee audiences and worship-
pers at All Saints’ Chapel as he played the 
organ and conducted the University Choir 
while Robbe Delcamp was on sabbatical. He 
also taught an advanced course in musical 
composition. 

An expert improviser, he shared his gifts 
with the community several times during 
the semester — most prominently at a very 
well-attended showing of the 1929 silent 
film Phantom of the Opera with Lon Chaney in 
All Saints’ Chapel. 

Visiting archaeologist, organist bring new areas  
of expertise to campus

Ian Ralston of the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
is one of Britain’s foremost archaeologists.
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Wyatt Prunty’s, C’69, poem “Learning the 
Bicycle” was included in the anthology The 
Art of Bicycling (Breakaway Books, 2005). His 
poems appear in the spring issues of Virginia 
Quarterly Review, Measure, Southern Review, 
and Kenyon Review. Woody Register, C’80, 
published “The Sentimental Work of Play: Man-
hood and the American Toy Industry, 1900-
1930,” in Cultures of Commerce: Representa-
tion and American Business Culture, 1877-
1960 (Palgrave Macmillan 2006). A University 
grant has allowed him to travel to the New York 
Public Library, Princeton University, Syracuse 
University, and the American Antiquarian 
Society to do research for his history of Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s The Strange Case of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Jacqueline Thibault 
Schaefer published “Jean Molinet rhétori-
queur et le recyclage du Roman de la Rose” 
in De la Rose. Texte, Image, Fortune (Louvain-
Paris 2006). Gerald Smith gave lectures 
throughout Tennessee for the Tennessee 
Endowment for the Humanities, in anticipation 
of the Smithsonian Institution exhibit Between 
Fences, which is coming to Tennessee. 

Social Sciences

Nicole Barenbaum published “Henry A. 
Murray: Personology as Biography, Science, 
and Art” in Portraits of Pioneers in Psychology, 
Vol. 6 (American Psychological Association, 
2006). Charlie Brockett presented “A 
Quarter Century of Agribusiness in Meso-
america” at the 2006 International Congress 
of the Latin American Studies Association, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. Elwood Dunn traveled 
to Liberia in January to continue his work 
with the Liberian government’s Center for 
National Documents and Records and Indiana 
University’s Liberian Collections Project. Recent 
publications about Liberian-U.S. relations 
include an op-ed for the Anniston Star and an 
entry in the Encyclopedia of the Modern World 
(Oxford UP). robin Gottfried was a panelist for 
“Tangible and Intangible Values of Old Growth 
Forests” at the Southeastern Old Growth Forest 
Workshop in Thomasville, Georgia, in March. 
Pat Heck presented “A Search for Meaning: 
Terrorism through Anthropological and Theo-
logical Lenses” at the the Council for European 
Studies meeting in March. Safia Swimelar 
received a Fulbright Fellowship to teach at 
the University of Sarajevo and do research on 
the process of human rights change in Bosnia 
during 2006–07. 

faculty

prof notes

new books

robert benson (Eng-
lish) published Blood 
and Memory (Texas Re-
view Press, 2006). 
George Core, editor 
of The Sewanee Review, 
calls it “a wonder-
fully various memoir 
that combines family 
history, exact detail, lively anec-
dote, droll humor, sustained narrative, and 
wise reflection upon life’s vicissitudes and 
mysteries.”

Several faculty and staff members 
contributed articles to the Encyclopedia of 

Appalachia (Univer-
sity of Tennessee 
Press, 2006): Ger-
ald l. Smith wrote 
several articles un-
der the heading 
“Settlement and 
Migration”; Celeste 
ray (Anthropology) 
contributed “Race, 

Ethnicity, and Identity: Scottish Heritage 
Revival” and two articles on tourism; and 
margaret d. binnicker, coordinator of the 
Sewanee School of Letters and an associate 
editor for the encyclopedia, contributed to 
the architecture section.

Carmen mcevoy (History) is editor of 
Funerales republicanos en América del Sur: Tradición, ritual 
y nación (Editorial Bicentenario, 2006) and La 
República Peregrina: Hombres de armas y letras en América 
del Sur, 1800-1880 (IEP-IFEA, 2006). 

At Gloucester, he worked with boy choirs 
as well as professional adult singers. As he 
particularly enjoys introducing children to 
the organ, he arranged for such a program 
with the Sewanee Elementary School dur-
ing his time on the Mountain.  

Briggs has recorded 25 CDs and com-
posed scores of works for organ. He lives 

in New York, but travels 
internationally to per-
form some 50 concerts 
per year. In 200�, he 
performed for the re-
opening of the restored 
organ in the Royal Albert 

Hall in London in front of an audience of 
�,000. He premiered his newest work, an 
organ concerto, in Blackburn, England, 
with the Northern Chamber Orchestra, 
in June. 

In 199�, he married Madge Nimocks, 
C’79. They had met years ago, when 
Nimocks spent some time after her gradu-
ation at Coventry Cathedral working with 

a peace organization, and Briggs was the 
cathedral organist for the summer. 

Dreamworld is Briggs’ first CD of his 
own music, including his 2005 Variations 
on Greensleeves and the song cycle Dreamworld, 
sung by tenor Edward Goater. Available at 
<http://david-briggs.org.uk>.

David Briggs is an internationally known composer 
and performer who specializes in improvisation. 
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Looking for the forest among the trees

Students receive first-hand view of political battle over national  
land management during trip to Capitol Hill

logging on public lands, in-
cluding National Forests and 
Bureau of Land Management 
holdings. 

Salvage logging is the re-
moval of dead or dying trees 
from forests that have been 
disturbed by an event such 
as fire or beetle infestation. 
Although laws are already 
in place that permit salvage 

logging under certain circumstances, the 
Walden Bill would expand this practice by 
broadening the definition of a “disturbance 
event” to include even such relatively minor 
occurrences as rainstorms and windstorms. 
It would also suspend the National En-
vironmental Policy Act in salvage logging 
cases, allowing logging to proceed without 
an environmental assessment and a public 
comment period.

Issues surrounding this bill hit the 
national news in January, when Daniel 
Donato, a graduate student at Oregon State 
University’s College of Forestry, published 
a study in the journal Science indicating that 
post-wildfire logging hinders forest re-
generation. Several OSU faculty members 
attempted to block publication of Donato’s 
study. Their actions have called into ques-
tion freedom of research at one of the 
nation’s leading forestry graduate schools.

As one of the Southeast’s most promi-
nent and outspoken conservation biologists, 

Evans is no stranger to politically contro-
versial science. As principal investigator for 
a component of the recent Southern Forest 
Resource Assessment (SFRA), funded by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, he 
helped examine the ecological consequenc-
es of native hardwood conversion to pine 
plantations on the Cumberland Plateau. 

We students had become familiar with 
these issues through our independent 
research projects with the Landscape 
Analysis Lab. Professor Evans recruited 
us to help him prepare for the hearing by 
researching and writing briefs about recent 
post-disturbance studies. During the trip, 
we helped with the lobbying by talking with 
several congressional representatives and 
their staff. 

We also had the opportunity to meet all 
the scientists called to testify at the Walden 
Bill hearing: Dominick DellaSala of the 
World Wide Fund for Nature, an interna-
tionally renowned expert on biodiversity; 
Tania Schoennagel, a fire ecologist at the 
University of Colorado; Richard Hutto, 
director of the Avian Science Center at the 
University of Montana and host of Birdwatch, 
a nationally televised PBS series; James 
Karr, a professor of aquatic and fishery sci-
ences, biology, and civil and environmental 
engineering at the University of Washing-
ton; and David Perry, professor emeritus of 
ecosystem studies and management at the 
University of Oregon and author of several 
textbooks on forest science. This exposure 
gave us great contacts for our future gradu-
ate education and careers, as well as ideas 
for research projects. 

At the hearing, called by Rep. Tom 
Udall of New Mexico and coordinated by 

The group of Sewanee environmental sci-
entists might have looked a little out of place 
on the Washington Mall, as we tallied bird 
and tree species while walking toward the 
Capitol. Yet it was exactly this fascination 
with biodiversity that had brought us from 
Sewanee’s remote serenity to the bustling 
urban center of our nation’s political life. 

In March, Jonathan Evans, professor 
of biology and director of the Landscape 
Analysis Lab at the University, and four 
environmental studies majors — Leighton 
Reid, C’06; Bert Harris, C’06; Valerie 
Moye C’07; and myself — joined a team of 
the nation’s top specialists in disturbance 
ecology for two days of lobbying, leading 
up to a hearing on the Forest Emergency 
Recovery and Research Act (HR �200), 
also known as the Walden Bill. Introduced 
by representatives Greg Walden of Or-
egon and Brian Baird of Washington, the 
bill would expedite the process of salvage 

Left to right: Natasha Cowie, 
C’07; Bert Harris, C’06; Profes-
sor Jon Evans; Leighton Reid, 
C’06; and Valerie Moye, C’07, 
lobbied for forest policy in D.C.
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The Landscape analysis Laboratory: What Is It?

The Landscape Analysis Lab (LAL) at the University of the South is an interdisciplinary 

group of faculty members collaborating to study land use changes on the southern 

Cumberland Plateau. Established by a grant from the Rockefeller Brothers Foundation 

in 2000, the LAL uses global information system (GIS) technology to promote its twin 

goals of environmental education and conservation science. 

In addition to serving as an important research tool for faculty, the LAL provides 

many learning opportunities for students through classes, independent study projects, 

and internships.

Leighton Reid and Bert Harris, both C’06, recently completed a study of long-term 

forest change on the Domain and 

implications for Domain manage-

ment. By comparing data from a 

forest inventory of 10 years ago with 

the results of a recent inventory, the 

two ecology and biodiversity majors 

have developed a set of hypotheses 

for the causes of forest change on the plateau. They believe that changes in tree species 

composition, such as a decline in the number of oaks, may be due to deer browse and 

fire suppression.

Since summer 2005, Valerie Moye, C’07, also an ecology and biodiversity major, has 

been on the lookout for mountain lions on the Cumberland Plateau. Long believed to be 

extinct in the region, the animals may be making a comeback. Using the GIS programs in 

the Landscape Analysis Lab, Moye is mapping possible habitat and investigating reports 

of mountain lion sightings. In March, Reid, Harris, and Moye presented their findings at 

the Annual Meeting of Southeastern Biologists. 

Students and professors associated with the Landscape Analysis Lab published two 

papers this summer. Harris; Brett Scheffers, C’05; and David Haskell, professor of biol-

ogy, collaborated on a research project that tracked the presence of birds at ephemeral 

ponds, bodies of water that disappear during the dry months of the year. Their paper, 

“Avifauna Associated with Ephemeral Ponds on the Cumberland Plateau, Tennessee,” 

was published in the Journal of Field Ornithology 77: 178-183. 

Derek Lemoine, valedictorian of the class of 2003, was lead author, along with Pro-

fessor Evans and Ken Smith, professor of forestry, in a paper published in the April/May 

issue of the Journal of Forestry. Entitled “A Landscape-Level Geographic Information 

System (GIS) Analysis of Streamside Management Zones on the Cumberland Plateau,” 

this research investigates the degree to which landowners on the plateau are employing 

proper management of stream buffers (i.e., “streamside management zones,” or SMZs) 

to protect water quality and the integrity of stream habitats. Lemoine, Evans, and Smith 

discovered that only 15 percent of SMZs were compliant with the strict standards of the 

Forest Stewardship Council, endorsed by most environmental scientists; 75 percent of 

SMZs were compliant with the timber industry’s more lenient standards. 

the American Lands Alliance and the World 
Wide Fund for Nature, Professor Evans 
spoke about the implications the Walden 
Bill might have for the Southeast. 

He emphasized that natural disturbances 
are an integral part of forest ecosystems. “As 
far as National Forests in the South and in 
the Eastern United States are concerned, 
there is simply no justification for the 
measures called for in HR �200,” Evans 
said. The Healthy Forests Restoration Act 
of 2003 allows for salvage logging with 
appropriate checks and balances, he said; 
its provisions have been used to conduct 
salvage logging after Hurricanes Katrina and 
Ivan in Mississippi and Alabama national 
forests, producing around 700 million 
board feet. 

“As is the case with all National Forest 
management issues, there is a requisite 
balancing act that must take place when 
managing for multiple values,” he said. 
“When it comes to salvage logging, HR �200 
clearly allows the scale to be tipped too far 
in the direction of maximizing short-term 
economic values to the potential detriment 
of long-term economic values, biodiversity, 
and soil and water protection, etc.”

He pointed out potential consequences 
of the Walden Bill, including negative eco-
nomic impacts on small private landowners 
when the market is flooded with federal tim-
ber, and ecological impacts on the already 
fragile Eastern forests, such as invasion by 
non-native species. 

The Walden Bill represents one part 
of the controversy that has swirled around 
public land management issues for years. 
Preparing for and participating in the 
Walden lobbying efforts and forum gave us 
students a unique opportunity to witness the 
process of policy formation — and to experi-
ence the challenges of incorporating science 
into public policy. — Natasha Cowie, C’07

Natasha Cowie, a natural resources major, is in-
terested in sustainable forestry issues and plans to 
begin a photojournalism independent study in the 
fall investigating the land ethics of Sewanee’s Uni-
versity foresters and Domain managers and how land 
management at Sewanee relates to national forest use 
and conservation.

Ed.’s Note: The House passed the Walden Bill in May, 
and it was headed to the Senate for a possible floor vote 
this summer.
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achievements came after the war. In 1867, 
the first edition of the authoritative Latin 
grammar he edited with Gonzalez Lodge 
appeared, a reference work still very much 
in use among classicists. In 1875, he was 
one of the first professors invited to join the 
newly founded Johns Hopkins University. 
And in 1880, he established the nation’s 
first periodical of classical scholarship, the 
American Journal of Philology, which he edited 
for �0 years, and which even today holds a 
commanding place in the discipline. 

The association of this prestigious 
scholar with Sewanee was quite a feather in 
the University’s cap, and Gildersleeve trea-
sured the association as well. Gildersleeve 
spent several summers on the Mountain 
during the 1880s, helping to found a sum-
mer school. Participants came from as far 

as Nashville to hear Gildersleeve lecture on 
the works of Aeschylus, Aristophanes, and 
other authors. In his later correspondence 
with Vice Chancellor Benjamin Lawton 
Wiggins (himself a South Carolinian and a 
classicist), he expressed great fondness for 
“the Delectable Mountain” and spoke with 
admiration of the EQB Club, “which used 
to brew the strongest punch known to my 
ancient experience in such matters.” On 
the occasion of Sewanee’s Semi-Centen-
nial Jubilee in 1907, he wrote approvingly 
of “the noble work you and your colleagues 
have done and are doing in your city set 
on a hill.” 

It was in 1907, in fact, that Gildersleeve’s 
niece, Eleanor, moved to Sewanee with her 
husband, Leon Kirby, where they would 
raise their four children. In the University 
archives, a number of sonnets written by 
Gildersleeve and copied by Eleanor Kirby 
have recently turned up, all apparently from 
late in his long life. Although a scholar of 
ancient Greek poetry, Gildersleeve was 
an admirer of his contemporaries as well 
and had even heard Edgar Allen Poe recite 
“The Raven” once in Richmond. Although 
Gildersleeve spoke of himself as “cursed 
with a poetic temperament, and unblessed 
by poetic power,” he often wrote poetry, 
increasingly so in his later years. 

What follows are two of the sonnets 
found in the archives. Readers can judge 
for themselves whether they are “at best … 
bits of versified rhetoric,” as Gildersleeve 
himself thought. These and other recently 
discovered sonnets were published for the 
first time this summer in the American Journal 
of Philology (volume 127, number 2).

An Olympian on Mount Sewanee
Rediscovered poems from University archives  
give new insight into eminent American classicist 

Over the University’s history, several fac-
ulty members have had a major impact on 
their fields. One of those, in fact, can even 
be said to have refashioned his discipline 
altogether. The eminent classicist Basil 
Lanneau Gildersleeve (1831-192�) — who 
helped found the University’s summer 
school and to whom Sewanee granted an 
honorary degree in 188� — dominated the 
American study of Greek and Latin during 
his long life. To many of his students and 
colleagues, Gildersleeve was known simply 
as Zeus, a moniker inspired not only by his 
sharp eyes and prodigious beard. One of 
the greatest academics of the 19th century, 
Gildersleeve boasted credentials that were 
nothing short of Olympian. 

After graduating from Princeton, Gild-
ersleeve went to Germany to study in some 
of the world’s finest departments, receiv-
ing his Ph.D. from Göttingen in 1853. 
He joined the faculty of the University 
of Virginia shortly thereafter. A native of 
Charleston, Gildersleeve eagerly enlisted 
in the Confederate cause at the war’s out-
break and served on the staffs of Generals 
Fitzhugh Lee and John B. Gordon. During 
the Shenandoah campaign of 186�, he sus-
tained a terrible wound to his thigh, writing 
later, “I lost my pocket Homer, I lost my 
pistol, I lost one of my horses, and finally 
came very near to losing my life.” For the 
rest of his days, Gildersleeve walked with a 
pronounced limp, a lifelong testimony that 
“he could emulate the courage of the heroes 
of Hellas as successfully as he could expound 
the intricacies of their beautiful language,” 
as one admirer put it.

Gildersleeve’s most significant academic 
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Questions about university history? e-mail your inquiry to <lbarlame@sewanee.edu>.

opoponax
When I consider harrier, beagle, dachs
And how they follow up each faintest trail
How they succeed where we poor mortals fail,
I marvel at the sense the biped lacks.
Dull dogs are we, yet when our brains we tax
To bring back sights and sounds without avail,
Some scent revives what in the mind stood pale,
Some scent of jessamine or opoponax.
Opoponax! Thy name again I hear
That tripping name unheard for many a year.
Thou little fragrant, fairy powderpuff!
One breath of thee would make the far-off near,
One breath would freshen memory’s chaplet sere,
But I should never stop at just enough.

“The Opoponax is a flower that grows in South 
Carolina,” Mrs. Kirby noted in her copy of the 
poem. Also known as the cassie or popinac, it is 
prevalent on the South Carolina coast where Gildersleeve was 
raised. Perhaps he wrote this sonnet in 1923, when he received a 
letter from the South Carolina naturalist James Henry Rice Jr. 
Gildersleeve responded that Rice’s description of South Caro-
lina “has carried me back to the first quarter of my long life . . . I 
seemed to breathe again the atmosphere of my father’s house.” The 
sonnet’s opening words, “When I consider,” are especially resonant 
in English sonnetry (see, for example, Shakespeare’s Sonnet 15, 
“When I consider every thing that grows,” and Milton’s Sonnet 19, 
“When I consider how my light is spent”), indicating Gildersleeve’s 
acute awareness of the English sonnet tradition and the power of 
what he called the “reminiscential phraseology” of English. As if 
to undercut the grandiosity of his allusions, however, he concludes 
the first line with the brusque “dachs.” 

to my brother
We two alone are left (once there were seven)
Both sundered from the world’s tumultuous mart
Two columns, standing many leagues apart
Farther than the Orkneys’ storms from peaceful Devon.
True, human skill has trained the forkèd leven
To speed from where I am to where thou art
And we are near each other on God’s chart.
The arch that binds us is the arch of Heaven,
And memory’s magic mirror brings us back
To where on Ashley’s margent once we played
In times that others called “the long ago.”
Blest days when we two held the selfsame track,
Days when we dwelt neath “Oakhurst’s” woodland shade.
Days when we raced and chased the common foe.

This sonnet is dedicated to Benjamin Gildersleeve (183�–1921), 
the father of Eleanor Kirby, who made the transcriptions of the 
poems found at Sewanee. It is rich with personal allusions, from 
the references to the “Ashley’s margent,” one of the rivers of the 
brothers’ hometown of Charleston, to “Oakhurst,” Gildersleeve’s 
house in Charlottesville, which Benjamin occupied for a year as a 
student. In the poem’s final line, reference is made to the brothers’ 
service in the Confederate army, although Benjamin did not fare 
well during or after this time. As Ward Briggs noted in his edi-
tion of Basil Gildersleeve’s letters, “Shell-shocked after the war, 
he [Benjamin] never really recovered and returned to Abingdon, 
Va., to live in a genteel poverty.” — Christopher M. McDonough, associate 
professor of classical languages

Portions of this article originally appeared in: McDonough, Christopher M. Some Late Sonnets of Gildersleeve 
Found at Sewanee. American Journal of Philology 127:2 (2006), 298, 300. © The Johns Hopkins 
University Press. Reprinted with permission of The Johns Hopkins University Press.
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ministry were spent in her home state 
of Kentucky, at All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church in Lexington and at St. Alban’s 
in Morehead. 

Her mother, the Rev. Donna Barr, is 
an ordained deacon, serving as a hospital 
chaplain in the Diocese of Lexington, 
making them one of only a handful of 
mother-daughter clergy in the Episcopal 
Church. 

Richards’ disease was the touchstone for 
each woman’s faith journey. “Our calling 
came from a similar place,” says Richards. 
“I said, ‘I have spent enough time in the 
hospital. I want to serve in the church.’ For 
my mother, [her calling] was going into the 
hospital and serving people there.” 

But before they came to that point, 
each had to confront the hard existential 
questions that serious illness — especially 
in a very young and completely innocent 
child — inevitably raise. 

Barr went through a period of anger 
over her child’s suffering. Her turbulent 
emotions led her on a faith quest that 
eventually led to the Episcopal Church and 
even to ordination. Richards also became 
very involved in the church, especially 
through choir and the youth group; yet she 
had her period of questioning during her 
teen years as well: Why would a good and 
loving God allow such suffering? 

“What I finally came to realize is that 
God did not want this suffering to happen 
to me; God does not want tragedy to hap-
pen in people’s lives. God is in the midst of 
it, loving us and caring for us, but God did 

not want this. There isn’t really an answer 
to why I had this disease at a young age, 
though it would be nice if there was.

“Just like love is hard to describe or 
express, so is the darkness in our world. 
The suffering and the pain can’t always be 
explained.” 

Sewanee, says Richards, also played an 
important part in her journey of faith and 
of her life within the Episcopal Church. 

“My time at Sewanee as an undergrad 
helped me discern that my life and my 
future call was to be an ordained person 
in the church,” she says. “I don’t know that 
that would have happened if I had been at 
another place.”

There were two particular things in 
college that confirmed for Richards what 
everyone from laypeople to the bishop had 
told her for years — that she had a calling 
to the priesthood. One was seeing her 
mother’s ordination in 199�. The other 
was watching the ministry of Annwn Myers, 
Sewanee’s associate chaplain. 

“I did not grow up knowing any woman 
priests, so when I saw her, especially when I 
saw her celebrate the Eucharist — and that’s 
essential to the life of a priest, offering the 
sacraments — when I saw her do that, as a 
woman, something in me said, ‘Look, you 
can do this too.’”

Myers herself calls Richards a “shining 
star.” “I was surprised when she alluded 
to me as being a role model,” Myers says. 
“She inspired me!”  

Myers remembers being impressed by 
Richards’ spirit from the first time they 

The Accessible Church
For the Rev. Emily Richards, C’94, T’02, 
it’s about people, not buildings

For practically all of her life, the 
world has been a place not neces-
sarily hospitable to the Rev. Emily 

Barr Richards, C’9�, T’02. 
Richards contracted rheumatoid ar-

thritis when she was only a few months 
old. The arthritis almost killed her, then 
crippled and stunted her body, especially 
attacking her joints. Already as a teenager, 
she endured hip and knee replacement 
surgeries. She walks with a lurching gait 
and cannot climb stairs; she never quite 
grew to five feet in height, and her arms 
and hands are as small as a young child’s. 

“A person with a disability doesn’t 
always feel welcomed in the world, or 
shown hospitality,” she says. “A person 
with a disability doesn’t always feel like 
she belongs, because the world is an able-
bodied world.”

But although the able-bodied world 
may view her through the lens of disabil-
ity, the church was for her an exception: 
a sanctuary in which she was always loved 
and accepted as she was.

“The church was always home to me. 
It was a place where I felt I belonged,” she 
says. And it was a place of empowerment as 
well; in the words of her former parishio-
ner and friend Mattie Decker, “The only 
thing little about her is her size!”

Now four years into her ordained min-
istry in the Episcopal Church, her focus 
is on extending love and acceptance to all 
people and on encouraging the church as 
a whole to fulfill that calling as well. 

Richards’ first few years of ordained 

theologia
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met. Richards not only sang in the Uni-
versity Choir but was also a leader in her 
sorority, served on the dorm staff, and 
went to formals in gowns tailored especially 
for her. She traveled around campus on a 
scooter, which she decorated seasonally. 
And as a seminary student, she and her 
husband, Daniel Richards, C’95, would 
frequently host dinners in the dorm apart-
ments where they lived (Daniel was a head 
resident and director of residential life 
while Emily was in seminary). 

“The way she was just makes you think, 
‘Golly, she gets so much out of life, lives 
with gusto every day, finds so much to 
rejoice in!’ Her effervescent personality 
was contagious,” says Myers. “That enables 
her to speak with great authenticity when 
she talks about servant ministry. Here’s 
someone who needs to be served, but is so 
intentional on serving others. That’s a very 
powerful witness.”

Having attended both college and semi-
nary at Sewanee, having met her husband 
in choir and marrying him in All Saints’ 
Chapel, Richards sees Sewanee as inti-
mately linked to her experience of faith and 
the church, as part of that place where she 
was accepted for who she was. 

Not that the church or Sewanee was all 
that physically accessible to her, she admits. 
“I was always lifted up and down the steps 
to get into the choir pews,” she notes. “But 
I felt like I was loved for who I was, and it 
was a place where I belonged.” The Uni-
versity did go to some lengths to make the 
campus work for her — even moving the 

classics department (her major was Latin) 
from the second to the first floor of the 
elevator-less St. Luke’s Hall. And later, 
her seminary class designated its senior gift 
toward making the Chapel of the Apostles 
handicap-accessible. 

For Richards, at Sewanee the church 
and the school were intimately connected, 
but not in a prescriptive manner. “I felt the 
life of faith was a part of the academic life, 
and the academic life was a part of the life 
of faith,” she says. “We’re all on a journey, 
seeking to understand who we are, how we 
fit into this world, and who we’re called to 
be, whether that’s as a doctor or lawyer or 
priest or professor. Sewanee gave me the 
safe space and the freedom to be able to 
do that.”

In December 2005, the Richards moved 
to Ridgefield, Connecticut, an affluent 
exurb of New York City. Emily is serving 
as the assistant rector at St. Stephen’s in 
Ridgefield, while Daniel is working on his 
master’s degree at the General Theological 
Seminary in New York. 

Ridgefield was seeking a minister to 
focus on hospitality and mission — exactly 
the type of work that Richards feels called to 
do. “One of my gifts is hospitality, making 
the church a place that is open and acces-
sible to all people, whatever they’re facing 
in their lives, whatever struggles, pain, or 
joy. I feel like we have a calling as a church 
to be a place where people know that they 
are truly loved, by God and by their fellow 
human beings.”

When Richards talks about accessibil-

ity, however, she’s not just thinking of 
physical accessibility; and this vision is what 
impresses so many people, including the 
people of St. Stephen’s Church. 

“I told the vestry when I interviewed 
that I was looking for accessible people, 
not accessible buildings,” Richards told the 
Ridgefield Press in a story about her ministry. 

Mattie Decker says that the word “acces-
sible” also best describes Richards herself. 
“She really exemplifies courage, and an 
indomitable spirit. I don’t want to make 
her seem like a superhero, because she’s 
definitely very vulnerable and very open. 
She herself is accessible to others, wherever 
they are. She’s taught me a lot about not 
judging, and how everybody comes to God 
in their own way.”

Just as Richards is accessible to others, 
she wants the church as a whole to be a place 
that welcomes all people, regardless of their 
background or status. 

“I have a considerable amount of com-
passion and understanding for people who 
feel like outsiders, who feel like they don’t 
belong. As a priest who offers the sacra-
ments to God’s people, what I’m doing is 
offering them God’s abundant grace. In 
preaching, in celebrating the Eucharist, 
in baptizing, what I’m doing in my actions 
and in my words is saying, ‘God’s grace is 
there for you, and God loves you as one of 
God’s beloved children.’”

— Laura Barlament

‘I feel like we have a calling as a church  

to be a place where people know  

that they are truly loved,  

by God and by their fellow human beings.’
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Sewanee athletes excel in golf, track and field at SCaC Spring Sports Festival on the Mountain

Just as the weather warmed, classes wrapped 
up, and seniors prepared to graduate, 
busloads of student-athletes from Centre, 
DePauw, Millsaps, Hendrix, Oglethorpe, 
Southwestern, Rhodes, Trinity, and Rose-
Hulman ascended the Mountain for a 
four-day, NCAA Division III Olympic-
style event. April 27–30, 2006, marked 
Sewanee’s eighth time hosting the Southern 
Collegiate Athletic Conference (SCAC) 
Spring Sports Festival. 

The festival began with the men and 
women’s golf tournaments at The Bear 
Trace at Tims Ford course in Winchester. 
After taking three comprehensive final 
exams and qualifying for the Tennessee 
state open golf tournament, Jerre maynor, 
C’06, set two SCAC records — best overall 
score of 13� (8 under par) and best second-

SCaC Factoid The first SCAC Spring Sports Festival was held in 1963 at 
Washington and Lee, then Washington University; the SCAC was then known as 
the College Athletic Conference (CAC), of which Sewanee was a charter member. 
Printed on a program from the inaugural festival was an article from The National 
Observer entitled, “No Pay, No Pressure, No Hypocrisy; Five Schools Make Sports 
Fun Again!”

blunck named Sewanee’s 26th nCaa postgraduate scholar

Hallie Blunck, C’06, was one of 58 student-athletes 
nationwide to receive a prestigious NCAA postgraduate 
scholarship this spring. “Her balance of drive, intelli-
gence, athleticism, open-mindedness, and plain com-
mon sense has enabled her to excel in cross country, track 
and field, English, diving, and biology,” said Professor 
Virginia Craighill. “She is also a compassionate hu-
man being who has worked with terminally ill children 
since she was in high school. ... She has made a lasting 
impression.”

In August, Blunck begins a one-year internship at 
Camp Rap-a-Hope, for children who have survived or 
are suffering from cancer. She plans to enroll in medical 
school at the University of Alabama at Birmingham in fall 
2007. Blunck is the 26th Sewanee student-athlete to have received an NCAA postgraduate 
scholarship since 1965. 

Left: Jerre Maynor

round score of 65 — and placed first in the 
tournament. He was also selected third-
team PING All American in May, joining 
John Grubb, C’68, and ed White, C’70, 
in that honor. 

Sewanee excelled at the festival track 
meet, with its athletes placing in a num-
ber of events. For the men’s team, brian 
Sparkman, C’06, Joey Garcia, C’07, and 
Casey Strickland, C’08, came out on top. 
Sparkman was the first SCAC athlete to 
win the �00-meter dash twice, besting his 
2005 time of �9.26 seconds with a 2006 
time of �8.85. He was all-conference in 
two events, placing third in the 200-meter 
dash. Garcia won the triple-jump event for 
the second time as a collegiate athlete with a 
jump of �3 feet, 3 inches. He won the event 
as a freshman in 2003, and placed second 
in 2005. Strickland, the 2005 SCAC male 
athlete of the year, won the shot put and 
discus events. It was his second year winning 
discus, this year with a throw of 151 feet. He 
won shot put with a throw of �9-01. 

allan long, C’09, took second in the 
100-meter hurdles and fourth in the 100-
meter dash. Also, lucas ridley, C’06, 
completed an amazing triple, finishing 
third in the 1,500- and 10,000-meter 
events, and second in the 5,000-meter 
race. The men’s team finished third overall 
behind DePauw and Trinity. 

For the women’s team, Katie norfleet, 
C’06, won the 800-meter event with a time 
of 2:20.61. mary alice mathison, C’07, 
won the discus with a throw of 122-10 af-
ter placing third in 200�. Jane Johnson, 
C’08, won the javelin event, breaking her 
2005 record of 13�-07 with a throw of 
136-07. She also came in second in the shot 
put. Jean anne babin, C’07, placed third 
in the javelin event, and rachel Watson, 
C’09, placed fourth. The Sewanee women 
finished fourth overall behind Trinity, 
DePauw, and Rhodes. 

The point totals of both the men’s 
(136.50) and women’s (80.33) teams 
were the highest recorded under coach Jeff 
Heitzenrater.

Hallie Blunck



Summer 2006 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 39

Late-Spring Highlights

WOMen’S TennIS WInnIng STreak  — The 
Sewanee women’s tennis team was a force to 
be reckoned with this past season, racking 
up 18 consecutive wins against competi-
tors such as Redlands, Carnegie-Mellon, 
Cumberland, and the then top-ranked 

Emory. Before the winning streak came to a close on 
April 1� against Washington and Lee, Sewanee claimed 
nine unanswered sets in 12 of the 18 victories. The Ti-

gers finished the season 20-3. At the NCAA Division III 
championships in Santa Cruz, Calif., Gab Carvalho, C’08, 

advanced to the singles quarterfinals after defeating Amy Roche of Middlebury and 
Jenna Mezin of Wellesley. Teammates laura fanjoy, C’07, and mary Catherine 
Stone, C’08, also competed in the tournament.

rIDerS In TOP 10 naTIOnaLLY — Two Sewanee equestrians finished in the top 10 
at the Intercollegiate Horse Show Association (IHSA) nationals at the Pennsylvania 
Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg on May 6. hannah Schremser, C’06, placed 
10th in intermediate over fences, marking her third top-10 national finish in four 
years. She was fourth in 2003, and placed second in 200�. ellen yungmeyer, 
C’09, took eighth place in novice on the flat. aubrey modi, C’06, and elizabeth 
West, C’09, competed in the nationals as well. Sewanee has captured top-10 spots 
every year it has competed at IHSA nationals.

JOHnSOn THIrD In naTIOn In JaVeLIn — It was quite a season for Jane Johnson, 
C’08. At the end of March, she was ranked third in NCAA Division III in the javelin, 
thanks to her throw of 13� feet, 2 inches at the Washington and Lee meet. A few days 
later on April 1, she won the javelin at the Emory track meet with a throw of 138-
10. Two weeks later, at Sewanee’s 
Mountain Laurel Relays, she set 
the University record for javelin 
at 1�5-07. 

Johnson also excelled in com-
petition with Division I schools, 
placing 10th at the Sea Ray Relays 
at the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville, second at the Van-
derbilt Invitational, and seventh 
at the Georgia Tech Invitational. 
Her throw at the Mountain 
Laurel Relays qualified her to 
compete in the NCAA Division 
III national championship meet 
at Benedictine University in 
Lisle, Ill., May 25–27, at which 
she placed ninth with a throw 
of 139 feet, 6 inches. It was 
her second trip to the national 
championships.
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More of the best of the SCaC 

To celebrate the Southern Collegiate Ath-
letic Conference’s 15th anniversary, the 
conference has named all-SCAC teams 
for its 18 sponsored sports. Among the 
athletes selected were Jane h. Chap-
man, C’02, and elizabeth land, C’05, 
for women’s swimming and diving; matt 
martelli, C’05, for men’s swimming and 
diving; michelle Chambers, C’02, and 
Kim fauls, C’97, for women’s basketball; 
ryan harrigan, C’98, for men’s basket-
ball; Jack fraleigh, C’0�, Chris rainey, 
C’96, and tee Stribling, C’00, for men’s 
golf; lindsay fields, C’01, for women’s 
golf; Cameron tyer, C’93, for women’s 
tennis; Jason abraham, C’02, and K.C. 
horne, C’96, for men’s tennis; Quisha 
White, C’95, michelle Parks, C’96, and 
heather Stone, C’01, for women’s track 
and field; Jeb bridges, C’97, and Shann 
Williams, C’96, for men’s track and field; 
Corie byers, C’02, and amy owensby, 
C’0�, for softball; and Greg Greene, 
C’9�, for baseball. For Sewanee athletes 
named to anniversary teams during the 
fall, see the winter ’06 issue of Sewanee or 
visit <www.scac-online.org>.

Football 2006

SePTeMber 
2 Hampden-Sydney (Hall of Fame Game)
9 at Huntingdon
16 at Washington & Lee 
23 Maryville (Family Weekend)
30 at Centre 

OCTOber 
7 at DePauw 
21 Austin
28 Millsaps (Homecoming) 

nOVeMber 
� at Trinity
11 Rhodes (53rd Orgill Cup/Senior Day)

Visit <athletics.sewanee.edu> for schedule 
updates and the latest news. Jane Johnson
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alumni news
Homecoming Set for October 26–29

Class of ’61 Presents  
Panel Discussion

today’s legacy for tomorrow: likely fu-
tures for the united States and the World 
by 2021 in Six Critical disciplines
On the occasion of their �5th reunion, the 
class of 1961 has organized a panel discussion 
featuring six members of the class, who will 
give a look into the future of their respective 
vocational disciplines: Harry Bainbridge, 
bishop of Idaho; M. Keith Cox, dentist 
and entrepreneur; James “Skip” Lazell, 
Jr., biologist; Patrick J. McGowan, political 
scientist; Jerry A. Snow, cardiologist; and 
Edwin D. Williamson, lawyer and public 
servant. The event will be held on October 
27 at 1:30 p.m. in the auditorium of the 
renovated Gailor Hall. Visit <http://www2.
sewanee.edu/communications/c61> for 
more details.

Make plans now to attend College Homecoming and Reunion 2006, October 26–29. 
Featured events will include: 

Reunion parties for class years ending in 1 and 6. 
Firefighters’ reunion.
International students’ reunion.
Opportunities to attend classes. 
Alumni Awards Breakfast.
And much more!

The School of Theology Homecoming and DuBose Lectures are scheduled for  
October 2�–25. 

Watch your mailbox for more information, or view details at <http://ur.sewanee.
edu/alumni/hc>.

◗
◗
◗
◗
◗
◗

Penn Rogers, C’72; Laurie Jarrett Rogers, C’85; 
and Yogi Anderson, C’72, enjoy a class reunion. 

Left: Sandy D’Alemberte, C’55, H’90, parades with his grandchildren, Sears, Willoughby, and Whitfield. His son (the boys’ father), Joshua D’Alemberte, C’94, follows; 
and Walter, C’55, and Mabel Brice lead. Middle: The 2005 homecoming court members watch as Brandon Nolen and Laura Jo McCane are crowned homecoming 
king and queen. Right: The crowd cheers on the Tigers as they played DePauw for homecoming 2005. This year Sewanee will face Millsaps on October 28. 

associated alumni officers

don e. olmstead, C’81, President, dolmstead@novarecapital.com 

andy anderson, T’9�, Vice President for Church Relations, andy.anderson@nativity.hsv.org

Susan d. bear, T’9�, Vice President for School of Theology, rfpriest2@aol.com

Joanne e. boyd, C’77, Vice President for Reunions, jeboyd@alumni.sewanee.edu

vicky vieth bratton, C’88, Vice President for Regions, bratton23�@comcast.net

Charles e. brock, C’87, Vice President for Annual Fund, cbrock@malladvertising.com

James v. burchfield, C’78, Vice President for Admissions, jvb810@bellsouth.net

Julie e. Curd, C’92, Vice President for Young Alumni, jcurd@smithbreeden.com

rondal K. richardson, C’91, Vice President for Communications, rondal@alumni.sewanee.edu

Jack W. Steinmeyer, C’71, Vice President for Planned Giving, jsteinmeyer@fmbanktulsa.com

read Carson van de Water, C’86, Vice President for Career Services, vandewater@nmb.gov
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Ties from Ben Silver 
Now Available 
We’ve brought back a classic. The Associated 
Alumni seal on an Oxford blue background creates 
a handsome new Sewanee tie from the Ben Silver 
Company. These ties are likely to sell out fast, so 
shop early for Christmas or any special occasion. 
For more information or to order, go to <http://
ur.sewanee.edu/alumni/sewaneeties>.

add the Freshman book to 
Your Summer reading 

The Alumni Office encourages you to 
join the class of 2010 in reading the 2006 
Freshman Book, Mountains beyond Mountains, 
by Pulitzer Prize-winning author Tracy 
Kidder. 

For many years, new students at Sewanee 
have been asked to read a particular 

book during the summer 
preceding their matricula-
tion. Past selections have 
included classic works, 
memoirs, poetry, fiction, 
and examinations of cul-
ture and history.

This year’s book tells 
the story of Dr. Paul 
Farmer, medical doc-

tor, Harvard professor, 
and renowned infectious-disease specialist, 
whose calling is to diagnose and cure infec-
tious diseases and to bring the life-saving 
tools of modern medicine to those who 
need them — no matter what the cost. It’s 
an unusual and inspiring work that asks all 
of us to reconsider our daily lives. 

Visit <www2.sewanee.edu/sewaneescene/
thebook> to learn more about the Fresh-
man Book program. 

Seeking Prospective Legacies

Legacies make up a significant portion of the 
Sewanee student body — over a quarter of last 
year’s entering class, for example, were relatives 
of alumni. 

The offices of admissions and alumni would 
like to focus on this special group of prospec-
tive students, and we need your help. We have 
the names of your children, but not their ages! 
Please let us know if you have a son or daughter 
who is looking at colleges, and we will add him 
or her to the admissions mailing list. Include the 
student’s name, high school, year of graduation, 
and mailing address. Contact Jay Fisher, C’79, executive director of the Associated Alumni, 
at <jafisher@sewanee.edu>, 800.867.688�, or McGriff Alumni House, 735 University 
Ave., Sewanee, TN 37383. 

alumni gateway
If you haven’t signed on yet to Sewanee’s online directory, the Alumni Gateway, now is the time! Join 
thousands of your fellow alumni and help make this valuable tool even better. It offers:

OnLIne DIreCTOrY: Search for classmates by year, Greek organization, or hometown. Update your 
information or hide information you do not wish to share. It’s a great resource for personal or 
professional networking.

PerManenT e-MaIL: Create a permanent Sewanee e-mail address that forwards messages to any 
other address you designate. 

Register at the Alumni Gateway link at <http://ur.sewanee.edu/alumni>. Your ID number is found 
on the mailing label of this issue of Sewanee magazine. After registering, you may change your pass-
word, update your information, and hide any directory information you do not wish to share. If you 
have questions, please contact Susan Steele Askew, C’86, in the Alumni Office at <saskew@sewanee.
edu> or 800.867.688�.

Deborah Clifton van der Lande, C’78, and her 
daughter, Ashley van der Lande, C’09, are among 
Sewanee’s many legacy families. 
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college class notes
classnotes@sewanee.edu
A convenient way to keep in touch with the Sewanee community.
Use classnotes@sewanee.edu to submit:

n Class notes.
n Digital photos. (See Alumni Photograph Policies below.)
n Changes in your address.

Thanks for noting that:
n Class notes deadlines are about eight weeks before the 

magazine publication date. 
n Sewanee magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. 

Please let us know about weddings, births, and degrees 
received after they have happened.

n This issue contains news received by May 26. The Fall 2006 
deadline is August 15. 

You can also write or call us at:
Office of Communications and Marketing
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
800.289.4919

WAnTeD: neWSHOunDS
Have you ever wondered what has happened to certain class-
mates? Have you been disappointed with the lack of news from 
your class? Here’s a way you can help!

Sewanee magazine would like to reinstate a class secretary sys-
tem of gathering and reporting class news. This volunteer position 
is an opportunity for you to contribute to the College Class Notes 
section of Sewanee magazine, be the first to hear your class-
mates’ news, and help shape alumni communications. 

If you are interested in volunteering or just in finding out more 
information, please contact Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine 
editor, at <lbarlame@sewanee.edu> or 931.598.1424. 

ALumni PHOTOGrAPH POLiCieS
n We accept photos of Sewanee groups at weddings and other 

special events. With the photo, send the names and class 
years of all alumni pictured; birth date, parents’ names, and 
class years with photos of children; dates and locations of 
events pictured. 

n Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; 
color is preferred.  Prints should be on glossy paper with no 
surface texture.

n Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 250 pixels per inch. 
Low resolution photos converted to higher resolutions are not 
acceptable.

n Prints will be returned at your request. Write your name and 
address on the back of the photo. 

Homecoming and reunion
OCTOber 26–29, 2006
Mark your calendars and save October 26–29 for Homecoming and Reunion  
at Sewanee.
 

Class reunions
2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 
1976, 1971, 1966, 1961, 1956 
and Exornati

college class notes

19�9
John rison Jones was featured in 
an article in the Huntsville Times 
on April 27, 2006, for an award he 
received from the Jewish Federation 
of North Alabama. During the Holo-
caust remembrance ceremony, Yom 
Hashoah, at Temple B’nai Sholom in 
Huntsville, John was honored for his 
part in liberating prisoners from the 
Mittelbau Dora concentration camp 
at the end of World War II and for his 
outspoken opposition to Holocaust 
deniers later in his life.

195�
John “Jack” Wright was inducted 
into the Murphy High School Hall of 
Fame in Mobile, Ala., on April 30, 
2006. The award honored his career 
in education all around the world. 
After graduating from Sewanee, Jack 
taught at the Sewanee Military Acad-
emy, then at a school in Modena, 
Italy. He established an English 
language program in Beirut before 
becoming the dean of Chatham 
Hall in Chatham, Virginia. Jack took 
headmaster positions in many differ-
ent places, including New Jersey, New 
York, Bermuda, and Texas, before 
eventually retiring from St. Luke’s 
Episcopal School in Mobile. Jack 
graduated with the class of 1948 
from Murphy High School. 

1961
robert “Pat” nesbit is doubly 
retired from the insurance industry 
and retail management. He has one 
son and two grandchildren. He and 
his wife live on the Mountain. 

196�
richard e. israel was elected an 
alderman of the city of Annapolis, 
Md., in November 2005. During his 
four-year term, the city will celebrate 
its 300th anniversary. At the end of 
June 2003, Richard retired from a 
25-year career in the Maryland At-
torney General’s Office. 

1967 
Jim Brittain continues as a pediatric 
dentist in Charlotte, N.C., where he 
lives with his wife, Jan. Jim earned 
his doctorate of medical dentistry at 
the University of Alabama and 
master’s of pediatric dentistry from 
UNC at Chapel Hill. Jan has been a 
psychotherapist for over 20 years. 
Their son, Justin, and his wife, Amy, 
live in New York City. His daughter, 
Lauren, went to Chapel Hill for a 
bachelor’s and a master’s in social 
work. She lives there with her 
husband, Razi. To better reflect on 
age 60, Jim got a Fender Strato-
caster electric guitar for his birthday. 
ed Bosworth is a senior analyst with 
Irenic Systems in Huntsville, Ala., 
where he lives with his wife, Martha. 
rick Brewer lived in Sewanee for 
part of 2004 and 2005 as the 
assistant director of Education for 
Ministry (EfM), a program of adult 
theological education administered 
by the School of Theology. He has 
been involved with EfM for about 30 
years. “I collect things, mainly books 
(especially those that I hope one day 
to read), receipts (which I most often 
forgot why I saved), my past 
appointment calendars (just in case I 
become famous and my biographer 

reunionYear
OCTOber 26–29
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needs to know what I did and where), 
and quotations. Some might call me 
a pack rat. I prefer ‘collector.’” Rick 
and his wife, Deanna, live in Tulsa, 
Okla., where, between EfM and other 
pursuits, he continues to be director 
of the Deacon Formation Program of 
the Diocese of Oklahoma. John 
Canale established the Canale 
Internship and Outreach Endow-
ments at the University. The funds are 
used to provide Sewanee students 
learning opportunities in interna-
tional service, local housing 
initiatives, and outreach projects 
through internships. John is a 
member of the Sewanee Develop-
ment Council, has a home in 
Monteagle, and lives in Memphis. 
John Cruse is an Episcopal priest at 
St. Martin’s in the Pines Church in 
Birmingham, Ala. He is also instructor 
in history at the University of 
Alabama in Birmingham. After 
Sewanee, John went to UVA for a 
master’s degree before returning to 
Sewanee for his master’s of divinity. 
Along the way, he also lived and 
worked in the Montgomery area. Pete 
DeSaix and Hank Perrin were 
welcomed to the Sewanee Board of 
Trustees. morgan eiland is officially 
retired, but still very active in his 
community and in his dedication to 
the University. He lives in Birming-
ham, Ala. Billy Given is a retired 
colonel living with his wife, Alida, in 

Magnolia Springs, Ala. Bill Hay lists 
his occupation as “go-fer.” His past 
and current activities include 
“kayaking, hiking, cross-country 
skiing, a bit of writing, and a lot of 
confusion.” Bill earned a master’s in 
religion at Yale and took additional 
graduate courses at UNC. He lives in 
University Place, Wash. Lyle Key, of 
Nashville, Tenn., will be the class of 
’67 40th reunion coordinator. “Be 
sure to put homecoming on your 
calendars for the first week of 
November 2007 and make 
reservations early.” Joe Kicklighter 
earned his M.A. in 1970 and Ph.D. in 
1973 from Emory. He arrived at 
Auburn to teach in 1975, became a 
professor of history in 1991, then 
director of the undergraduate 
program of history studies in 1992. 
Along the way he has written on 
various medieval history subjects. He 
sees Jim Sutton in New York City on 
a regular basis. The visits include the 
Strand Bookstore, where Joe buys a 
cartload of books to ship to Auburn. 
They go to “heavy” theater and have 
seen all the great performers. Joe 
has twice been voted best liberal 
arts professor at Auburn and was a 
“phone-a-friend” source for Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire (he 
answered correctly). When giving 
lectures, he works without notes. The 
class starts on time, and the bell 
rings just after his last sentence. The 

way he deals with students and their 
cell phones is “worth the price of 
admission.” He also taught one of 
Bill Scheu’s daughters. Doug 
Porch’s book, The Path to Victory: 
The Mediterranean Theater in World 
War II (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2004) earned the 2005 U.S. Army 
Historical Foundation’s Distinguished 
Writing Award for the Best Book on 
U.S. Army History Between 1899 and 
2004. Two of his other books, 
Conquest of Morocco and Conquest 
of the Sahara, have been reissued, 
and his article on the Riff War 
appeared in the Military History 
Quarterly. Doug continues as 
chairman of the Department of 
National Security Affairs at the Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey, 
Calif. He lives in Pebble Beach with 
his wife, Francoise, and a cat. Doug 
does not play golf, but hikes Big Sur. 
Daughter Olivia lives in Providence, 
R.I., while son Charles works for 
Warner Records in Los Angeles and 
keeps Doug informed about Keene, 
Cold Play, Green Day, Madonna, and 
other pop escapades. Tom Scarbor-
ough and his wife, Virpi, live in 
Nashville. The Scarboroughs have 
three children in their 30s — Anne, 
Pia, and Sarah — and four grand-
sons. Tom writes, “My business is in 
Florida. We travel to our condo in 
Finland each summer (Virpi’s home). 
I play a lot of golf and shoot hoops 

with John ‘Jesus’ reed.” Peter 
Stacpoole’s daughter, Sarah, 
graduated from the University with an 
English degree in the class of 2006. 
Peter is a physician and director at 
the General Clinical Research Center 
(GCRC) in Gainesville, Fla., where he 
does research on mitochondria. His 
particular focus is in developing 
pharmacologic and gene therapy 
strategies for children with heretofore 
untreatable genetic mitochondrial 
disorders. For over a dozen years, his 
GCRC has offered an extensive 10-
week mentored internship for pre-
med students from colleges 
throughout the U.S., including five 
students from Sewanee. Peter enjoys 
outdoor activities, including travel 
and whitewater rafting, “a source of 
mental and physical health and 
rehabilitation.” Steve Sundby works 
for the Life Management Institute in 
Hixson, Tenn. He writes, “My 
consulting career has afforded me 
the opportunity to work in many parts 
of this great land, from Massachu-
setts to California, Minnesota to 
Texas, and quite a few places in 
between. Some of my favorite 
vacation destinations include 
Guadeloupe, Hawaii, Japan, and the 
French Riviera.” Steve’s traveling 
allows him to indulge in his 
photography hobby. His older 
daughter, Elizabeth, is a successful 
massage therapist in Atlanta. His 

honor … tradition … relationships … Character … teamwork … memories … Growth …  
for the Class of 2006, the Sewanee experience continues as a part of life.

And, the Class of 2006 understands that the Sewanee Fund helped to make their Sewanee Experience possible. Annual 
giving campaigns provide many enriching opportunities for students every year. This year’s campaign launched under the 

new name, the Sewanee Annual Fund, on July 1 and continues until June 30, 2007. Join the Class of 2006!  
Your gift will afford today’s students the same opportunities you enjoyed while you were at Sewanee.

visit www.sewaneeonline.com or call 800.367.1179 to make a gift to the Sewanee annual fund.

Congratulations Class of 2006!  91% PartiCiPation
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1979
Col. Walter Givhan and Frances 
Beeland Givhan moved back to Al-
exandria, Va. Walter left his duties as 
base commander at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., to return to the Pentagon 
as chief of the combat forces divi-
sion, U.S. Air Force Headquarters, 
Washington, D.C. This division inte-
grates, evaluates, and analyzes the 
fighter, bomber, and munitions por-
tion of the Air Force program across 
the Future Years Defense Program. 

1980
John-michael Albert was featured 
in the Portsmouth Herald on April 
13, 2006. The article describes him 
as a poet who travels to different 
towns in New England establishing 
community poetry “hoots,” which 
are opportunities for local poets to 
show their work. One or two poets 
are featured readers, while the rest of 
the hoot is in an “open mike” format. 
John-Michael has published numer-
ous works in recent years and is a 
regular contributor to and co-editor 
of the quarterly Animus, published by 
Sheltering Pines Press. 

1981
radney Foster was featured in an 
article about the 
music industry in 
the Nashville-
based Tennes-
sean on March 
19, 2006. He is 
currently 
producing an 
album on the 
Mercury Records label for the Randy 
Rogers Band. We received this photo 
of Radney with Kimberly Morrow, wife 
of David morrow, C’83, from 
Kimberly’s surprise birthday party at 
the Annapolis Yacht Club in 
Annapolis, Md., in mid-March. 
Radney performed at the party. “It 
was a fabulous party,” wrote Marilyn 
Morrow, wife of John morrow, C’57, 
and mother of David and Joan 
morrow Seigle, C’85. “Radney often 
casually chatted during his 
performance. David owns a marine 
insurance business, so he and his 
family are in sailors’ heaven in 
Annapolis!” James Yoe, who is 

deputy director of the Joint Center for 
Satellite Data in Camp Springs, Md., 
was featured in an article in the 
Christian Science Monitor about the 
Constellation Observing System for 
Meteorology, Ionosphere, and 
Climate (COSMIC) project, jointly 
funded by the U.S. and Taiwan. In 
April, the project launched six small 
weather satellites into space, which 
are able to observe atmospheric 
changes and patterns with a much 
higher level of accuracy than weather 
balloons. For more information, visit 
<www.cosmic.ucar.edu/>. 

1983

Alen Brown is the executive director 
of Saint Laurence Education Inc., a 
start-up Episcopal middle school in 
Paulding County, Georgia, just outside 
metro Atlanta. The school will provide 
a high-quality Episcopal education 
to low-income children. The school is 
affiliated with the Nativity Network, 
a nationwide organization for similar 
schools with a mission to break the 
cycle of poverty through education. 
Alen and other volunteers from St. 
Teresa’s Episcopal Church have had 
much success tutoring at the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club of Paulding County 
for the past several years. With the 
support of the Diocese of Atlanta, 
he is seeking financial support for 
the school. See <www.saintlaurence.
net> for more information. Heather 
e. Patchett is executive director of 
The Walker Foundation, the fundrais-
ing arm of the South Carolina School 
for the Deaf and the Blind. Steven e. 
Wedding is president of franchising 
and chief financial officer for J.D. By-
rider Systems. He joined the company 
in 1991. 

198�
Beth Barbre is the executive director 
of the Nevada Ballet Theatre. From 
1998 until 2005, Beth led the Oregon 
Ballet Theatre (OBT) as its managing 
director, and put OBT on sound finan-
cial footing. In 2000, she initiated a 

George White, C’70; mike Jordan, C’84; and Brother murfree, C’70, exhibit 
their catch of grouper and red snapper on Key West in late February. These  
alums, who all live in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, go fishing together several times 
a year. Brother says they eat a lot of fish while they’re in Key West, and the 
captain sells the rest. 

younger daughter, Caitlin, and her 
husband presented Steve with his 
first grandchild last summer. Jim 
Sutton hosted Bert Polk, Kathy Polk, 
and Bert’s sister and her husband at 
the Amateur Comedy Club in New 
York City on February 12, 2006, the 
day New York City logged its heaviest 
snowstorm on record. Jim was stage 
manager for a production of One 
Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest. He 
greeted his guests before the show, 
nattily attired in hospital gown, boxer 
shorts, and fuzzy slippers. Jim lives 
with his wife, Katherine, just north of 
the city. Billy vehnekamp still lives in 
Mandeville, La. When Hurricane 
Katrina was imminent, he evacuated 
and went to Birmingham to ride out 
the storm with his brother-in-law. 
After a storied journey back to see 
what remained, he discovered they 
had not suffered any “serious” 
damage. After clearing tons of debris, 
he spent a day scrounging up 
enough gas to get out of the area. 
The solution was siphoning gas from 
his boat (also a survivor). He then 
stayed in North Carolina with his wife, 
Debbie, and daughter, Courtney, for 
about a month, waiting for power to 
be restored. Pete Winfield lives with 
his wife, Alice, in Hartford, N.Y. After 
32 years with the state of New York, 
primarily in the human resources 
field, Pete retired in March 2000. For 
eight of those years he was deputy 
commissioner of New York’s Juvenile 
Correctional Services System. He 
then drove a beer truck for three 
years, with time off for hunting trips 

to Wyoming, Colorado, Manitoba, and 
South Carolina. Next, he and Alice 
moved to Washington County, N.Y., 
between Vermont and Lake 
Champlain, where they bought 
acreage and built their own house 
over two years. On a trip through 
Tennessee, the couple visited 
Sewanee and the Winchester 
courthouse, where they had been 
married. Pete and Alice have two 
daughters and five grandchildren, all 
of whom live in New Hampshire. 

1968
Bob Wyatt is the rector of St. 
Helena’s Episcopal Church in Burr 
Ridge, Ill. 

1971
edmund Kirby-Smith sustained life-
threatening injuries in a car wreck 
several years ago. He writes, “I am 
held together with pins and screws,” 
but he has slowly recovered and now 
lives on his own in Sumter, S.C. He 
has recently been working on writing 
his memoirs, including his many 
memories of spending summers in 
Sewanee growing up. 

1973
Bob Lowenthal is a senior vice 
president with Canandaigua National 
Bank and Trust. He has been with the 
bank for 12 years. 
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campaign to locate, purchase, and 
design OBT’s first permanent home, 
which included state-of-the-art dance 
studios and offices on a full city block 
in Portland. She also led the fundrais-
ing effort to complete OBT’s Phase II 
building campaign. 

1985

Todd votteler and his wife, Sharmon, 
announce the birth of their first child, 
Victoria Frances, on May 1, 2006. 

1986
David Hall and his wife, Pamela, 
announce the birth of their second 
child, Julia Eugenia, on February 7, 
2006. They live in Fairhope, Ala. 

1987

Caroline Graves Hurley announces 
the birth of her twins, Connor Patrick 
and Olivia Grace, on January 3, 
2006. “I am pleased to report they 
are doing well and are much more 
rested than I am!” 

1990
Liz edsall mcLaurin and Richard 
McLaurin 
announce the 
birth of Samuel 
Henry on April 
20, 2006. He 
joins big brother 
Andrew 
Middleton (2). 
Liz has her own 
business consulting with foundations 
and non-profits, and Richard is a 

musician, producer, and engineer 
who manages House of David Studio 
on Music Row in Nashville. Duke 
richey and his wife, Sarah, 
announce the birth of their third 
child, Edwin Ward, on April 9, 2006, 
in Boulder, Colo.

1991
Kate Cole Kling and John Kling 
announce the birth of their first child, 
Spencer Cole, on March 13, 2006. 

1992
margaret Carruthers and her 
husband, Richard Ash, celebrated the 
first birthday of their daughter, Abigail 
Somerset Woolverton Ash, on May 
15, 2006. She writes, “We are now 
living in Baltimore, where I am 
working as executive editor for 
middle and high school science at 
Words & 
Numbers, a K-12 
educational 
development 
company. This 
past fall, two of 
my books, 
Tsunamis and 
Glaciers, were 
published by Franklin Watts, a 
division of Scholastic. Finally, a 
beautiful coffee table book, Beach 
Stones, photographs by Josie Iselin 
and text by Margaret W. Carruthers, 
was just published by Abrams. It has 
gotten a good bit of press, especially 
on the coasts, and is even featured 
in Martha Stewart’s new magazine, 
Blueprint. The stones featured in the 
book include one kindly lent by 
Sewanee geology professor Steve 
Shaver.” mason B. Hardy is the new 
executive director of the South 
Carolina Association of Nonprofit 
Organizations. Christina mosca Poff 
and her 
husband, 
Richard, 
announce the 
birth of Richard 
“Richie” Glynn 
Poff III on April 
12, 2006.

1993
rebecca miller Spicer works in the 
production office of the communica-
tions department at the White House. 

She took the job after 12 years in 
journalism. robert vogler and his 
wife, Ann, announce the birth of 
their daughter, Katherine Maeve, on 
August 13, 2005.

199�
Kim Giles Strickland and her 
husband, Jeff, 
announce the 
birth of Anna 
Margaret on 
January 24, 
2006. Jeff is a 
paralegal at Craft 
& Sheppard and 
attends law 
school. Kim is a benefits specialist in 
the HR department of Willis North 
America. They live in Nashville. 

1995
Jay Kelley is senior vice president 
of creative services for the Docu-
mentary Channel in Nashville. The 
Documentary Channel is broadcast 
on Nashville Public Television digital 

cable channels between 6 p.m. and 
6 a.m. nightly. 

1996
marion renneker lives in Washing-
ton, D.C., and is employed at the 
landscape architecture firm Oehme, 
van Sweden and Associates. 

1997
Whit Davis and Claire Lambert 
Davis, C’98, 
announce the 
birth of their 
daughter, Anna 
Claire Patton 
Davis, on 
October 8, 2005. 
Whit finished his 
MBA in 
December 2005 at the Goizueta 
Business School at Emory. Claire 
enjoys staying at home with Anna 
Claire, who keeps her busy. Whit 
continues to work as a financial 
advisor in the private wealth division 
of Credit Suisse in Atlanta, Ga. 

Keil Green, C’97, and Katherine Cameron Green, C’98, announce the baptism 
of their son, Mason Keiling Green, who was born on July 1, 2005. Mason was 
baptized at St. John’s Church in Washington, D.C., by the Rev. Luis Leon, C’71, 
and the Rev. Cathy rafferty Quinn, C’96. Also in attendance was their two-
year-old son, Will, and Katherine’s parents, Dr. Don Cameron, C’69, and Betsy 
Davidson Cameron.
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Experiencing 
Iraq

Is there any place on Earth more removed from Sewanee’s lush 
green Domain than Iraq’s Al Anbar province? 

“Western Iraq is like Mars,” says Lance Cpl. John mc-
Gregor, C’07, who observed hundreds of miles of Al Anbar roads 
from the gun turret of an armored Humvee during his deployment 
from October 200� to March 2005. 

McGregor, a reservist with the �th Battalion, 1�th Marines, is 
one of several Sewanee alums who have recently served in Iraq. 
Curiously, all the alumni I spoke with had been at Al Asad Air Base, 
the giant U.S. military camp northwest of Baghdad, for at least part 
of their deployment. 

Capt. rory Kent, C’99, served as an anti-terrorism force 
protection officer for the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing about a year 
after McGregor’s tour of duty at Al Asad. His main job was to help 
improve the physical security of U.S. military camps; but he also as-
sisted with the elections of October 2005 and December 2005. 

He says his most vivid memories come from the experiences of 
interacting with the Iraqi poll workers. “One of the most heart-
warming things I’ve ever seen was after [the elections were] over, the 
smiles on their faces. They had a sense of accomplishment, that they 
were in control of their lives. That was great to see. One of our jobs 
here is to help secure Iraq so they can have self-determination. They 
exercised it pretty well. I can’t express in words; it’s just a feeling. To 
see them singing, clapping, cheering — it was pretty neat.”

alums serve on the ground,  
by sea, and by air

Ensign lamar Stanley, C’03, and Lt. Pat hart, C’00, were 
both deployed on the aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt for six 
months in late 2005 and early 2006. While Hart — a pilot in Sea 
Control Squadron 2� — flew the S-3B Viking on surveillance and 
reconnaissance missions over the Basra area in southern Iraq in 
support of British ground troops stationed there, Stanley — an 
intelligence officer for Strike Fighter Squadron 87 — was involved 
in planning the missions, often briefing Hart before his flights. 
“They call me ‘spy,’” says Stanley, “but it’s not really spying like most 
people know it. It’s more satellite imagery, and we’re also talking to 
people on the ground.”

Hart completed his training on the Viking aircraft in 2003. 
“Flying on and off an aircraft carrier is definitely the coolest thing 
I’ve ever done,” he says. “To be able to go over there and support 
the troops on the ground — definitely proud to have done that.” 

Stanley, too, experienced life at Al Asad for a few weeks, while 
the ship was in port to resupply. A former air base of Saddam 
Hussein, Al Asad had portions that were still in poor shape when 
Stanley arrived to set up their base of operations. In fact, he had 
to “beg, borrow, and deal” — using squadron coins, patches, and 
other paraphernalia as barter — with local Iraqis to obtain cars for 
transportation and lumber to fix up an old hanger. 

McGregor, who enlisted in the Marine Reserves after finishing 
his freshman year at Sewanee, served with a 12-man squad that 
accompanied and protected convoys and personnel traveling in 
Al Anbar province. It was tense, dangerous, yet also monotonous 
work, he says. 

“For the most part, it was boring, but in a way completely alien 
to any Sewanee day,” he says. “On a typical day [in Iraq], any time 

Left: Lt. Pat Hart, C’00, and Ensign Lamar Stanley, C’03, served together on 
the USS Theodore Roosevelt. 

Lance Cpl. John McGregor, C’07, rode in an armored Humvee escorting convoys 
throughout Iraq. Here he poses with one of the Iraqi bus drivers whom they escorted 
from southern Iraq to the Fallujah area in January 2005. The buses were used 
for transportation on election day.  



college class notes

At Abraham’s Oasis
Rector of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Alexandria, Virginia, Lt. 
Col. John Weatherly, C’73, has also served as a chaplain in the Army 
Reserves for 16 years. He was deployed to Iraq in January and will return 
next February. 

On March 27, Weatherly wrote this evocative description of Al Asad 
Air Base — originally built by Saddam Hussein for his Soviet-made 
MiG 25s and other aircraft:

 “At the corner of this base are about a dozen rows of date palms, 
maybe 125 trees, with a MiG 25 sitting in the middle of them. At some 
point before 2003, the local air base commander decided that he should 
push his jets out into the edges of the base to protect them from falling 

ordnance. For the most part, the MiGs remained intact, because we destroyed the ramps that could 
have put them back on the runways. And because we preserved the jets, purposefully or not, we also 
preserved the date palms, the few homes spread between the trees, and a pool of water known as the 
Al Asad Oasis. 

“Abraham would have passed through this area on his journey from Ur (situated to the south of us 
on the Euphrates River) to Haran (which lies to the north, in what is now known as Syria) (Genesis 
11:31). The Bible does not say that Abraham stopped here; but it is the only oasis between the Euphrates 
and the Promised Land. Looking across the Iraqi desert, it’s easy to imagine ‘a land flowing with milk 
and honey’ just beyond the horizon. There is certainly very little possibility of it being here, unless 
you mean this pool of water, 125 date trees, and 17,000 coalition troops.”

you leave the wire [i.e., the base], you’re going with several loaded weapons. Not that you’re 
necessarily going to shoot them, but still you’re pointing machine guns at people. When 
you get back [to the U.S.], you’re like, ‘Wow, did that really happen?’ In Iraq, I’d sleep in 
a bed kind of like in a dorm, but I’d have a machine gun under my bed and there’s ammo 
everywhere. Here [in Sewanee] I don’t even have a nail clipper.”

McGregor arrived in Al Anbar just before the November 200� coalition assault on the 
insurgency in Fallujah — “the worst place in Iraq, and the worst time to be there,” he says. 
(Fallujah is located between Al Asad and Baghdad.) Constant vigilance was required, and 
often they would drive for long periods without rest. Three times convoys that McGregor was 
with were hit by roadside bombs. For their own security, they had to treat any other vehicle 
on the road as a potential threat. 

At the same time, they needed to be judicious in their use of force. “One of the strange 
things about Iraq, and about fighting an insurgency, is you have to treat the entire population 
as potential enemies. We would do everything in our power not to open fire,” McGregor 
says. “We were extremely lucky that we didn’t kill anyone. … One thing was really scary for 
me — not wanting someone you know to get hurt, and not wanting to hurt anyone.” 

Yet he also recalls the lighter side of getting to know the Iraqis — like having a wrestling 
match, U.S. Marines vs. Iraqi truck drivers, while stopped along a desert road. 

His time in Al Anbar province has inspired and challenged him as he continues his edu-
cation on the Mountain, McGregor says. “That experience has given me an impetus to find 
what I want to do in life. I’m in a unique position to do something, especially because of my 
Sewanee education. When I graduate, I’ve thought about how I would like to backpack out 
West or just make sandwiches at Shenanigan’s. But I can’t do that. I feel compelled to take 
my experience and do something with it.” — Laura Barlament

Lt. Col. John Weatherly, serving as 
chaplain for the 2/224th Aviation 
Battalion of the Virginia National 
Guard, baptizes Specialist Marsh 
in Abraham’s Oasis at Al Asad Air 
Base, Iraq. “We had to use bottled 
water since the oasis is full of patho-
gens, but the setting was inspiring,” 
Weatherly said.

Capt. Rory Kent, C’99, helped with the critical 
elections of October and December 2005. 
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in memoriam
(entitled “A New Pattern”) about 
Frenchie’s custom fashion design 
business, Rachel Haynie lauded her 
as “one of the South’s most coveted 
designers.” Visit Frenchie’s Web site at 
<www.frenchieskirts.com> for more 
information. Skip Joslin will run the 
Marine Corps Marathon in Washing-
ton, D.C., on October 29, 2006. From 
May until October, he’ll be logging 
nearly 500 miles with the National 
AIDS Marathon Training Program 
which is raising money for the fight to 
end AIDS. The money raised will 
benefit the Whitman-Walker Clinic, the 
largest provider of HIV/AIDS services 
in Washington, D.C., Maryland, and 
Virginia. He writes, “Fundraising has 
been going great and I am only a few 
hundred dollars from my goal of 
$4,000! For anyone who wants to 
contribute, please go to my Web site 
at <www.aidsmarathon.com>.” Lauryl 
Hicks Tucker and her husband, Adam, 
moved from Virginia to upstate New 
York, where she accepted a tenure-
track position as an assistant 
professor of English with an emphasis 
on modern British literature at Ithaca 
College. matthew Welden and his 
wife, Katherine, 
announce the 
birth of their 
daughter, 
Margaret “Mazi” 
Elizabeth, on 
November 2, 
2006. 

2000
r. Clayton Capps works as an at-
torney for the firm of James, Bates, 
Pope and Spivey in Macon, Ga. 

Pima Art Council’s Artist Grant for an 
exhibition at the Platform Gallery in 
Tucson. 

2002
Stephanie Gibson graduated from 
medical school at the University of 
South Alabama in May. She moved to 
Johnson City, Tenn., to begin a four-
year residency in OB/Gyn at ETSU 
College of Medicine, Johnson City 
Medical Center.

2003
Lo Somel is with the Peace Corps in 
Morocco. She finalized a partnership 
between her women’s association 
and an NGO called PlanetFinance. 
PlanetFinance will provide product 
development, design, and qual-
ity control training for use in the 
women’s clothing business. Lo also 
helped organize a regional AIDS 
conference.

200�
zach Phillips is doing well as he 
recovers from a serious car accident 
that happened on March 19 in 
Washington, D.C. He was in a coma 
for several weeks. As of press time, 
he had graduated from the Shepherd 
Center for Acute Brain Injury in 
Atlanta and was continuing with 
outpatient rehabilitation. Lindsay 
marie Schwarz graduated with a 
master’s degree in political science 
from the University of Georgia School 
of Public and International Affairs in 
May 2006. She enjoys her new job at 
the Georgia Secretary of State’s Of-
fice as a voter education coordinator 
for east Georgia.

2005
Kim Bennett received a master’s in 
teaching from Belmont University in 
May 2006. michael Alan Burnette 
Jr. was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps 
after graduating from Officer Candi-
date School on March 31, 2006, in 
Quantico, Va.

1998
Lauren Auttonberry was appointed 
as a provincial communications 
specialist by the Episcopal Diocese of 
Mississippi. While attending the 
Episcopal Communicator’s Confer-
ence in Sarasota, Fla., she was 
honored with awards for editing, 
design, and photography for three 
issues of the 2005 Mississippi 
Episcopalian. She was chosen to join 
the journalists of the Episcopal News 
Service as a writer and editor during 
the 75th General Convention. Claire 
Lambert Davis and Whit Davis, C’97, 
announce the birth of their daughter, 
Anna Claire Patton Davis, on October 
8, 2005. Whit finished his MBA in 
December 2005 at the Goizueta 
Business School at Emory. Claire 
enjoys staying at home with Anna 
Claire, who keeps her busy. Whit 
continues to work as a financial 
advisor in the private wealth division 
of Credit Suisse in Atlanta, Ga. Wilson 
Parker moore married Margaret 
Crawford at Christ Episcopal Church, 
New Bern, N.C., on March 18, 2006. 
The best man was ryan Bennett 
moore, John Dickson rudolph, C’00, 
Bryan Lawrence Starr, C’00, and 
James Grier Jr., C’99, were grooms-
men. Julie-ann nydegger lives in St. 

Louis, Mo., as a captain flying Learjets 
for JetCorp. She writes, “Now I’m 
enjoying the view from my office on 
the left side of the airplane. Many 
thanks to the Sewanee Airport and Bill 
Kershner who encouraged me on my 
journey from student pilot to captain.” 

1999
Jamie Blythe was pictured on the 
Bonar Glacier on South Island, New 
Zealand, in Patagonia’s spring 2006 
catalogue. Frenchie Bunch was 
featured in the March/April 2006 
issue of Deep magazine. In the article 

Sewanee environmental alumni Society
Many Sewanee alums have an interest in the 

environment. Some are just beginning to be 

curious about environmental issues and oppor-

tunities. Others donate to environmental causes, 

volunteer with environmental organizations, or 

make their career in an environmental field. Are you one of these alums? If 

so, please consider joining the newly established Sewanee Environmental 

Alumni Society (SEAS). Send an e-mail to <SewaneeEAS@gmail.com> 

with the following information: name, class year and major, contact info, 

employment, and areas of environmental expertise/interest.  

2001
Anne elizabeth Dorsey married John 
Michael McCauley at the Chapel of 
the Apostles in Sewanee on May 20, 
2006. They live in Washington, D.C. 
Aaron David Lawyer married Ginger 
Gayle Brake at Belle Meade United 
Methodist Church in Nashville, Tenn., 
on April 22, 2006. Pictured are 

megan Hintz; raegan Ashcraft, 
C’02; Courtney and eli Lightner; 
Aaron; Ginger; Stacey Oppenheimer; 
Wilson rogers, C’02; noell 
rembert, C’02; Holly eberly. 
Kendall Lynch received her Master of 
Fine Arts in playwriting from 
University of Texas at Austin, where 
she now works in the library. Blake 
Shell, galleries curator for the 
University of Arizona School of Art, 
was awarded the university’s Beyond 
the Call of Duty Award, which honors 
employees who have exceeded 
expectations in the College of Fine 
Arts. Blake curates the Joseph Gross 
and Lionel Rombach galleries and 
teaches gallery management and 
photography courses. She also works 
as the public art coordinator, finding 
pieces to be placed in and around 
the University of Arizona’s campus. 
Blake was also awarded a Tucson 
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DuBose egleston, C’33, of Waynes-
boro, Va., died on February 27, 2006. 
After graduating from the Medical 
College of South Carolina, Egleston 
served with the Army Air Corps. He 
then practiced pediatrics before 
retraining and practicing ophthalmol-
ogy in Waynesboro for over 30 years. 
In retirement, he enjoyed reading, cor-
responding, traveling, and spending 
time with his family and at his farm in 
Rockbridge County. A devoted member 
of Bethesda Presbyterian Church in 
Rockbridge Baths, he also served as a 
University regent. Survivors include his 
wife, Ann Kitchin Josey Egleston, and 
son, robert Josey egleston, C’78. 

Harry L. Graham, C’35, of Joplin, Mo., 
died on May 11, 2006. He was active 
in community organizations such 
as the Joplin Rotary Club, Twin Hills 
Country Club, and the United Way. 

marshall S. Turner, A’33, C’37, of Bal-
timore, Md., died on April 12, 2006. 
He was salutatorian of his class at 
the Sewanee Military Academy and a 
Phi Beta Kappa history major at the 
University. He received his master’s in 
physical education at Johns Hopkins 
University in 1950. During his long 
and notable tenure as athletic director 
at Johns Hopkins (1950–73), he 
added many varsity sports and started 
the athletic program for women after 
Hopkins became co-ed in 1970. He 
served as president of the National 
Association of Collegiate Directors 
of Athletics from 1968 to 1969 and 
as secretary-treasurer of the Middle 
Atlantic Conference for 21 years. 
In 1964, he was awarded the C. 
Markland Kelly Award for his work at 
Johns Hopkins. Survivors include his 
wife, Lois.

Dewitt Talmadge Sneed Jr., C’38, of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., died on March 
20, 2006. He served as a platoon 
commander with the 77th Division 
during World War II. A graduate of 
the McKenzie College of Law, Sneed 
owned and operated Sneed’s Grocery 
in Highland and later began practicing 
law. He was a member of St. Andrew’s 
United Methodist Church.

Cruse Cornish Braswell, C’39, of 
Demopolis, Ala., died on February 25, 
2006. He was a member of Alpha 
Tau Omega at Sewanee. He served 

as a captain in the Army Air Corps 
during World War II and continued in 
the reserves for 20 years, retiring with 
the rank of lieutenant colonel. Upon 
his return from active duty service, he 
entered the family business, Braswell 
Hardware Co. He served on the 
Demopolis City Council for 24 years, 
was chairman of the city gas board, 
president of the Rotary Club, and 
the first president of the Demopolis 
Country Club. 

Lee J. Coleman Jr., C’43, of Bowling 
Green, Ky., died on April 5, 2006. An 
avid golfer and a member of the Lions 
Club, Coleman was a retired salesman 
for Southern Supply.

Packard n. Lobeck, C’43, T’45, of 
Palm Springs, Fla., died on February 
24, 2006. After serving in World War 
II as a Merchant Marine, Lobeck was 
commissioned as a captain of the 
Salvation Army. In 1959 he moved to 
south Florida, working as an architect 
for renowned designer John Volk. 
Survivors include his wife, Anne.

Fitzgerald Atkinson, C’44, of William-
son, Tenn., died on April 21, 2006. 
He served in the First Tank Battalion 
of the First Marine Division in World 
War II and received the Navy Cross 
in 1946. He entered the insurance 
industry in 1946 and became a part-
ner in Stokes, Bandy, and Atkinson. 
He founded the Atkinson Insurance 
Agency in 1964 and was elected 
vice mayor of Nashville a year later. 
Survivors include his wife, Ruth.

robert James Destiche, A’40, C’48, 
of Shreveport, La., died on March 
27, 2006. After graduating from the 
Sewanee Military Academy, where 
he played several varsity sports, he 
volunteered for the Army Air Corps. 
He flew 42 bombing missions in the 
European Theater. He attended the 
University, where he was a catcher 
on the baseball team, and graduated 
from Centenary College with a pre-
med degree. Before he could attend 
medical school, he was recalled to 
fly fighters in the Korean War, then 
was sent to the School of Aviation 
Medicine and served in a medical 
capacity. He resigned from active duty 
and joined Arkla Industries in 1958, 
retiring as vice president 20 years 
later. An avid sportsman, Destiche was 

also the president of the Shreveport 
Writers Club and a member of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral. Survivors 
include his wife, Harriet.

Harold Pollard moon, C’48, of 
Springfield, Tenn., died on March 
23, 2006. A graduate of Samford 
University’s School of Pharmacy, Moon 
also served in the Air Force, retiring 
with the rank of captain. Survivors 
include his wife, Jane.

James King, C’51, of Richmond, Va., 
died on April 27, 2006. He was a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa and a 
graduate of Virginia Theological Semi-
nary. After serving in the U.S. Army, he 
was ordained as a priest and served 
in the Diocese of Southern Virginia. 
He retired in 1991. 

John Poston Figh Jr., C’53, of West 
Palm Beach, Fla., died on February 
12, 2006. 

James m. rowe, C’54, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, died on July 9, 2005. Survivors 
include his wife, Ruth. 

James Cain Trezevant, A’51, C’55, 
of Tampa, Fla., died on January 25, 
2006. The owner of Hillsboro Printing, 
Trezevant was committed to education 
and supported many schools in the 
Tampa area. Known to friends as a 
renaissance man, he was also con-
sidered the “Pied Piper” of Hawthorne 
Road, where he led the neighborhood 
children on many spur-of-the moment 
ice cream runs, swimming outings, 
and sporting events. Survivors include 
his wife, Dolores.

John Williams Donahey Jr., C’58, 
of Edgewater, Fla., died on February 
24, 2006. An athlete and member of 
the Beta Theta Pi fraternity, John first 
became active in the radio business 
in Nashville. He later owned and man-
aged two radio stations in Indialantic, 
Fla. Survivors include his wife, Jeanne 
Sampson Donahey. 

James Alexander vaughan Jr., C’60, 
of Charleston, S.C., died on April 4, 
2006. The valedictorian of his class, 
Vaughan became a Woodrow Wilson 
scholar at both Harvard and Duke uni-
versities and a Fulbright Fellow at the 
University of Dijon, France. Vaughan, 
who edited South Carolina Magazine, 
later became the public relations 

director of Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
South Carolina. Survivors include his 
wife, Eileen.

robert Cathcart iii, C’61, of Charles-
ton, S.C., died on April 19, 2006. 
After earning his medical degree at 
the University of South Carolina, he 
served as a Navy surgeon during the 
Vietnam War. A respected Charleston 
surgeon, he served Roper Hospital 
in many important positions over the 
years. He was an enthusiastic hunter, 
fisherman, storyteller, and family man. 
Survivors include his wife, Amelia.

John edward Carbaugh, C’67, of 
Oakton, Va., died on March 19, 2006. 
At Sewanee, Carbaugh was president 
of the Interfraternity Council and of 
Sigma Nu, and editor of the Mountain 
Goat. Carbaugh served on the staffs 
of Sen. Strom Thurmond and Sen. 
Jesse Helms, acquiring considerable 
clout on Capitol Hill. Carbaugh also 
founded a business offering strategic 
advice to foreign trading companies, 
particularly in Japan. Survivors include 
his wife, Mary.

Willis ryan Henton, H’72, former 
University regent, of Lake Charles, 
La., died on February 15, 2006. 
After graduating from the General 
Theological Seminary in New York, 
Henton served churches from the 
Philippines to Baton Rouge. In 1971, 
Henton was elected bishop of the 
Diocese of Northwest Texas, where he 
worked until transferring to the newly 
formed Diocese of Western Louisiana 
in 1980. 

Faculty, Staff,  
and Friends 

Juanita mansfield, of Gruetli-Laager, 
Tenn., died on April 30, 2006. She 
was retired from the University Book 
and Supply Store. 

eva Louise Terrill, of Sewanee, died 
on May 15, 2006. She retired from 
the University as a food service worker 
in 1972.
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Keep the 
Lamp Trimmed 
and Burning
B y  D R e w  P h i l l i P s ,  c ’ 0 6

afterword

no one can remember what his name is or 
who saw him first. Alan Lomax, the great 
folklorist, spent his entire life trying to 
figure out that mule’s name. Francis James 
Child wrote the five-volume The English and 
Scottish Popular Ballads, which is, to say the 
least, thorough. 

Speculation about origin is important, 
but the mistake is in thinking that the ul-
timate goal is to record, label, and shelve 
every song and then lock up shop and go 
home. We can speculate until the angel of 
God blows his trumpet and we all ascend 
into the sweet by and by. But then we can 
just ask God himself and so why speculate 
in the first place? Is anyone really looking 
for an answer? A. P. Carter used to drive 
around the Appalachian Mountains for 
days, even weeks, looking for somebody to 
sing him a new song. He found hundreds. 
I doubt he hoped he’d drive and drive and, 
one day, wouldn’t you know it, he’d have 
heard every song from Virginia to Arkansas 
and well shucks, guess he’d better go back to 
Clinch Mountain and give up. If folk songs 
ever taught me anything, it’s that people 
need to roam. 

At Sewanee, we cherish the ambiguity of 
our origins and the questions we ask in the 
classroom because they lead to more ques-
tions, more searching. The University is 
simultaneously lauded as the creation of the 
Old South, Oxford, Cambridge, Leonidas 
Polk, the Southern Episcopal Dioceses, 

Tennessee Williams, Allen Tate, Andrew 
Lytle, Woods, Snowden, and every vice 
chancellor, donor, and bishop who ever 
graced our campus. They’re all responsible 
in part, and we know it. But we, like all 
good humans, also like legends. We like 
the stories of Polk carrying his sword in 
righteous defense of just about any cause 
related to the South. We perk our ears to 
hear the cannonballs that made ruins of 
the first University buildings. But we can 
also discuss the historical man and the 
historical war. The moral issues that arise 
are complex, but the questions that lead to 
a productive discussion of them are simple. 
They follow a formula: Is x justified in 
terms of y? Is x morally reprehensible? We 
use a simple framework to begin with, and 
aim for brilliance. Most old-time fiddle 
tunes function under the same principle: 
a complex melody played over a simple 
chord progression. Though it consists of 
only three chords, no one can deny the 
beauty of “Soldier’s Joy,” or “Trouble in 
Mind,” not to mention the way songs like 
that can hit you right in the heart. I hope 
I am correct in saying that most graduates 
of the University have felt that way in class 
at least once.

Old-time music doesn’t come from 
a box full of wires in the corner of your 
living room or from a Nashville studio. It 
comes from the fingertips and voices of 
plumbers, farmers, lawyers, writers, paint-

I’ve worked for the University’s communi-
cations office and Sewanee magazine since I 
was a sophomore, so now that I’ve gradu-
ated, writing this essay feels something like 
playing the last turnaround on a rollicking 
fiddle tune. I only have one or two more 
verses left to kick up dust and break strings. 
For the past few years I’ve also played banjo 
and harmonica for an old-time string band, 
and noticed that these two things, Sewanee 
and string-band music, both very dear to 
my heart, bear a striking resemblance. I’m 
not talking about professors playing fiddles 
and banjos — though I know two or three 
who can really tear it up — or fiddlers giv-
ing lectures on Catullus — I haven’t had the 
privilege of hearing this yet. I mean the basic 
element that is vital to both institutions. It 
comes down to the first line in Psalm 133, 
emblazoned on the University seal. We all 
know it — I don’t need to repeat it here. 
Community is the foundation upon which 
Sewanee was built, and the spirit that keeps 
old-time music alive in this area.

I like old-time music because I don’t 
know who wrote the songs. No one does, 
really. And when somebody does write an 
old-time tune, it’s got the mark of the big 
collective on it. Take Tom Waits’ album, Mule 
Variations, for example. Just as the album’s 
title suggests, the songs derive from blues, 
Appalachian and Ozark folk tunes, and 
American folk music in general — the old 
mule that’s been working the field so long, 
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ers, professors, accountants, housewives, 
thieves, preachers, ramblers, gamblers, 
and everybody in-between. A lot of the 
old-time fiddle tunes believed to originate 
in the Appalachians came across the ocean 
from Europe, and were only arranged and 
expounded upon in our fair mountains. 
“Little Margaret” becomes “Little Maggie,” 
“Sally Goodun” becomes “Sally Goodin,” 
and so forth. But the community is pre-
served. Everyone plays these songs together, 
whether in the family unit, with friends, or 
on larger community scale. 

Every Thursday evening at Sewanee, 
I attend a gathering of pickers, a “jam.” 
I don’t know many of their names, and 
few of them know mine. It doesn’t matter 
— we’re not there to talk. Someone calls 
out a song and everyone starts to play. We 
all contribute to the big sound — 10 or 11 
folks on an off night — with each person 
adding something unique. Younger play-
ers watch the old guard and look for their 
personal variations. Like storytellers of the 
oral tradition, musicians steeped in old-
time slightly alter the structure of songs 
because they learned them by ear, and keep 
them in memory. 

From what I’ve seen, the University of 
the South identifies not with the trends 
that sway academia from year to year, but 
with the tradition of handing down ideas 
to the next generation, and letting new 
voices be heard. I never attended a single 
class where a professor refused to listen to 
a student’s ideas (however badly the profes-
sor may have wanted to) or where students 
were anything but reverent toward their 
professor. I’ve also never seen a young 
picker scolded for not picking the melody 
right. Most of the younger crowd is there 
to watch the older folks play (admittedly, 
to steal their licks). A student ineloquently 
expressing theories about MacIntyre or 
Kant must be as frustrating to a professor 
as a new fiddler playing “Rabbit up a Gum 
Stump” out of time would be to Benton 
Flippen. I’m grateful to my professors for 
helping me order my thoughts rationally, 

instead of blurting out my first reaction and 
stubbornly sticking to it. It takes a special 
charity of spirit to tirelessly go out of one’s 
way to make another’s sight clearer. And I’m 
grateful to the patient musicians who taught 
me that songs will wait, no matter how im-
possible conjuring a tune like “Reuben’s 
Train” out of the body of a low-end banjo 
might seem. 

Since my first year at Sewanee — and 
long before that, I’m sure — the debate 
about tradition has raged everywhere 
on campus. It stinks of the one in pick-
ing circles, at concerts and festivals, and 
just about anywhere else you find fans of 

folk-derivative music, between so-called 
“purists” and, for lack of a better term, 
“progressives” (their philosophical equiva-
lent is probably a relativist). Purists believe 
progressives ruin a time-tested good thing, 
trying to put a new saddle on an old mule. 
Progressives believe purists are stifling their 
creativity — why not give that old mule a new 
saddle if it’s the same the mule afterwards, 
but your butt doesn’t hurt after a long ride? 
Basically, both sides love the object over 
which they zealously yell at each other, but 
they can’t reconcile their differences, be-

cause they perceive the object differently. 
It reminds me of a quote from Book XVIII 
of the Iliad I learned in Professor Carlson’s 
Representative Masterpieces class my fresh-
man year: “... wrath that stirreth even a 
wise man to be vexed, wrath that far sweeter 
than trickling honey waxeth like smoke in 
the breasts of men.” Though the object 
over which Agamemnon and Achilles have 
their squabble is a bit different, the lesson 
holds: Some folks will complain no matter 
how good they have it. 

Yet, the fates of my alma mater and the 
music I love do not keep me awake at night. 
They have survived war and depression, 

when souls are strained most by the weight 
of their neighbors’ cruelty. They have also 
survived prosperity and peace, when folks 
take their hands off the plow that, like it or 
not, we all have to push. The truth of com-
munities built on the solid foundation of 
brotherhood is: they will endure. 

Drew Phillips, C’06, interned with Sewanee maga-
zine this summer. He will start teaching at Countryside 
Montessori Middle School in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
this fall. 
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vice chancellor’s cornervice chancellor’s corner viewpoints

Dear Sewanee Alumni and Friends,

This issue is full of good news from the Mountain. The University’s enrollment and endow-
ment are at all-time highs. The Sewanee Call capital campaign has reached the $1�0 million 
milestone. St. Luke’s Hall, one of Sewanee’s oldest and grandest buildings, has been beautifully 
renovated to house students. And the highest achievements here continue to be the outstanding 
teaching and learning in the College of Arts and Sciences and in the School of Theology. 

The selection of Katharine Wilkinson, C’05, last year as Sewanee’s 25th Rhodes Scholar 
caused us to look into how the University of the South’s results stack up in the Rhodes com-
petition. We found that only six liberal arts colleges have had more than 20 Rhodes Scholars 
— Bowdoin, Davidson, Reed, Sewanee, Swarthmore, and Williams. Only Reed and Williams 
have had more than Sewanee, and we’re tied with Swarthmore. This distinction, and our stu-
dents’ success in winning other major awards, make us rightly proud, but even more important 
is the record of all the Sewanee students who have been inspired by their faculty members to 
achieve their full potential.

In September, an impressive group of science alumni, parents, students, and faculty met here 
to think together about the future of science at Sewanee. It was a great weekend of celebrating 
achievement, renewing friendships, and envisioning the University’s capacity for even greater 
scientific achievement in the future. There were dozens of stories told that showed the devotion 
of Sewanee faculty to their students through many generations. The splendid article in this issue 
(page 26) by Drew Phillips, C’06, on Professor Emeritus of Biology Harry Yeatman reminds me 
of one of those stories in particular. In celebration of Harry’s 90th birthday this past summer, 
many of his former students sent him notes of congratulations and good wishes. Here’s a part 
of the one from Professor Reynolds Jarvis, C’72, of the Medical College of Georgia; it gives 
a glimpse of Professor Yeatman’s gracious gifts and reminds us all of the power of Sewanee’s 
student-faculty relationships — past, present, and future. Professor Jarvis wrote: 

 
I was in the class of ’72 and took orals as a major in biology. The exam was 15 minutes 
with each of the four — Yeatman, Owens, Ramseur, and Foreman. At a point in the 
orals, Dr. Yeatman asked me the products of glycolysis — I answered all but CO

2
, 

carbon dioxide. I blanked and could come up with nothing. I don’t remember what 
I was thinking, but I had to be terrified that this was a major part of what would allow 
me to graduate and dictate my future. I am a physician and knew this would be part 
of whether acceptance in med school went through or not. Dr. Yeatman leaned back 
and asked, in his Yeatman accent, “Do you drink beer?” I fumbled around and said 
that I had drunk beer. I didn’t know where he was going, but I was following, as many 
of us would follow him. Maybe he was going to recommend that I go get some, I just 
didn’t know. He then looked at me and asked, “Do you like flat beer?” The answer 
immediately hit me and I blurted out “CO

2
” — the carbonation in beer — and he 

just said, “Correct,” and marked it down on the sheet as correct. This is many lines 
for one bit of time, but it exhibited much of what I remember and love of Sewanee 
— the Socratic approach that said I knew the answer but the question wasn’t the right 
one to get it from me. I work in a medical school now, and I hope that I have taken 
that attitude in my approaches to medical students. 

Hurray for Harry Yeatman, and hurray for all of Sewanee’s great faculty and students. May it 
ever be so.



vice chancellor’s corner

Fall 2006 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 5

viewpointsviewpoints

from our readers

T his summer I spent a few days on St. Catherine’s 
Island, Georgia, to do research for a story about 
Sewanee’s Island Ecology Program (see page 12). It’s 
a little embarrassing to admit this, but I did not real-

ize until I passed a sign on I-95 that this trip was taking me back 
to Liberty County, where I spent my sixth grade year through high 
school graduation. 

That just goes to show how little I really knew about the county 
I called home. Then again, St. Catherine’s is something of a hid-
den gem — an undeveloped barrier island owned by a foundation 
devoted to research and conservation. The island is not accessible 
to the general public. Through the good work of a team of Sewanee 
professors — especially Timothy Keith-Lucas, IEP founder and 
director — over the last 20 years, 200 Sewanee students have had 
the privilege of spending five summer weeks on St. Catherine’s 
Island. And not only do they spend time there; they get to know 
those 12,000 acres like they’ve never known anything before. 

Like St. Catherine’s Island, the science program at this Uni-
versity is something of a hidden gem. Sewanee is, of course, best 
known for its literary tradition, and English is its most popular 
major. Yet, look at the interdisciplinary scientific studies produced 
by the Landscape Analysis Lab (http://lal.sewanee.edu) over the last 

A Vital Partnership
We at the Thomas J. Watson Fellowship Program were pleased in-
deed to see Sewanee’s Watson alumni featured as your cover story 
for the summer 2006 issue. With so many winners over the last 
20 years, the article highlighted well the breadth of projects and 
future career paths that they pursue, as well as the lasting positive 
effects of their Watson-sponsored Wanderjahr. 

These profiles will serve as an inspiration to current Sewanee 
students, and perhaps, too, as ammunition in convincing a few 
skeptical parents that it is not a layabout year “off” but rather a 
challenging year fully “on.” Who wouldn’t do well to follow Thomas 
Lakeman’s [C’86] advice? “Propose to do something that absolutely 
sets your soul on fire. … Your passion for the subject, and willing-
ness to pursue it to the last crumb, is everything.”

I thank Vice Chancellor Cunningham, our liaison Professor 
Stephen Miller, and all the faculty and administrators who put in 
so much effort selecting nominees and preparing them for the 
national competition. Sewanee’s partnership has been and will 
continue to be vital to the future of the Thomas J. Watson Fellow-
ship program. 

ROSEMARY MACEDO
Executive Director, the Thomas J. Watson Fellowship Program

New York, New York

editor’s note

Kudos
The redesigned Sewanee magazine that began 
within the last year is simply magnificent! 
The current issue is even better than prior 
ones. I particularly loved the articles about 
the Watson Fellows and I read them all. 
Give special kudos to Woody Blettel for 
the inside cover photo. What a great job you all have done. 
I really look forward to reading and savoring it when it arrives.

BILL QUESENBERRY, C’71
Coral Gables, Florida

The latest Sewanee magazine is the best ever! We got Carleton’s Voice 
about the same time your magazine appeared, and it would take 
a lot of work to decide which is better. Had we been parents in 
somewhere other than Sewanee and read the magazine, we would 
certainly have voted heavily for Sewanee. What parent wouldn’t want 
to see his or her child go to a school where the graduates were so 
outstanding and did such interesting things? You have obviously 
done a yeoman’s job, and it shows. Congratulations.

PHOEBE BATES
Sewanee, Tennessee

few years. Consider the 50 or so undergraduate research projects 
presented each year at Scientific Sewanee. Take note that seven of 
Sewanee’s 15 most recent Rhodes Scholars are scientists. Finally, 
look at the stories chronicled in this issue. Just as I was surprised and 
delighted to learn more about my old home this summer, I hope 
you will enjoy discovering more about this aspect of Sewanee. 

— Laura Barlament

Why does Laura Candler, C’09, (right) have an egg in her hand and a funny
look on her face? Story starts on page 12. 
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Hard Questions
The summer 2006 issue of Sewanee magazine’s college class notes an-
nounced that the Jewish Federation of North Alabama had honored 
John Rison Jones, C’�9, for his role in liberating prisoners from 
the Mittelbau Dora concentration camp in 19�5. The mention of 
John Rison Jones’ name stirred memory of a poem written in the 
’90s by my late husband, Mac Hammond, C’�8 (1926-1997). 

Long ago, Mac told me how important his friendship with John 
was to him, and how he respected John’s erudition and knowledge of 
classical music. John had been a great admirer of the pianist Walter 
Gieseking. After the Second World War, Gieseking was accused of be-
ing a Nazi sympathizer and banned from performing in the U.S. 

The poem interprets an actual event: John’s smashing the Gie-
seking phonograph records, which evokes the moral conundrum 
of linking life and art. Is it possible to love a piece of music, or a 
painting, or a book, if you hate everything its creator stands for?  

HIGH ART AND LOW MORALS
Fifty Hans Holbein heads
From the Queen’s collection:
Wyatt and Surrey so real
You could ask them about
The sonnet (a trick in the eyes
He learned in Art School at
Basel), Basel where he left
Wife and babes to starve
When he sailed off to London
To paint King and courtiers;
Rich, he returned once to
Immortalize their destitution
In a heart-rending oil
(and left them nothing in his will).

John Rison Jones, Jr.,
From Huntsville, Alabama,
My classmate, liberated Dachau
And shattered all his Gieseking
78s when he heard that great
Interpreter of Schubert was a 
Nazi.

Older now and I still remember
I am a pledge to SAE, in a canoe
With a brother and his fiancée;
Neither can swim. The canoe tips
Over. Which one shall I save?
                 We all drown together.

In the first stanza, Holbein is the epitome of high art. What do 
you do with the knowledge of the less-than-sympathetic biographi-
cal information about him? The second stanza, with the anecdote 

about John Rison Jones (taking liberties with information, as in 
“liberated Dachau”), says, “No, you can’t love a work of art if the 
morals of its creator or interpreter are repugnant to you.”

But the last stanza acknowledges that when one is faced with a 
moral dilemma, a kind of “lifeboat case,” the choice of a response 
may not be that clear. Whom should one save? The word “brother” 
in the stanza can be interpreted as a fraternity brother, or brother 
as sibling, or brother as a member of society. We all face moral 
dilemmas in our lives, and we are subject to judgment whether 
or not we are the creators of high art. After all, we’re in “the same 
boat”; we are all responsible.

KATKA HAMMOND
Buffalo, New York

From Shakespeare’s  
Company
The following are a selection of let-
ters from among the many Professor 
Pamela Royston Macfie received 
in response to her article, “In 
Shakespeare’s Company,” in the 
summer issue.

I enjoyed reading your ar-
ticle in the Sewanee magazine, 
and I am so pleased to hear 
that the legacy of Macfie fi-
nal exams continues. Finals 
at Sewanee are generally 
not favorite memories for 
me. But I clearly remember 
— and enjoy remembering 

— my performances from The Tempest and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
Mine included the performance in the Convocation Hall attic you 
mentioned. You remembered! Thanks again for thinking out of 
the box on these finals and giving us memories to cherish from 
our alma mater.

KRISTEN SHELTON, C’97
Memphis, Tennessee

I just read your article last night. I am consumed with jealousy that 
I cannot claim ownership of the Mystery Science Theatre 3000 interpre-
tation of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. That is creativity on a different 
level. It’s so perfect. I am so glad to see that you continue to opt 
for the theatrical performance over a standard test. I had quickly 
abandoned trying out for plays my first year at Sewanee, so I found 
solace in the short Shakespearean performances. The theatre bug 
that bit me in high school was close to extinction. I can appreciate 
the memories you carry associated with various Sewanee landmarks. 
I recently ran into Joe Land [C’98] at a Williams-Sonoma and im-
mediately flashed back to his one sentence as Wall. I almost called 
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him Wall, but refrained, for obvious reasons. His actual name 
entered my aging mind at a snail’s pace.

ED FLOWERS, C’97
Atlanta, Georgia

I loved your article on the transformative power of Shakespeare. 
This past summer was my fourth at Bread Loaf, and the highlight 
was a page-to-stage performance of Midsummer. We used the tennis 
courts as the court and then moved the audience to a woodsy bower 
for the rest of the play. As Puck for the first half (and then merely 
Philostrate towards the end), I enjoyed my role as agent of change 
and mischief. That performance brought me back to my role of 
Ariel at Shenanigan’s the year I was in your class. It all goes to show 
that really everything in life is a palimpsest of some other memory. 
I will never read The Tempest or Midsummer the same way again.

MARK ELBERFELD, C’00
Budapest, Hungary

Two Outstanding Men
I read in your spring 2006 issue of the 50th anniversary of the 
Sewanee Summer Music Festival and was reminded by the article 
that [former Vice Chancellor] Edward McCrady helped start it. 
It called to mind what an accomplished individual Dr. McCrady 
was and what an influence he has had on my life. His friend Carl 
Reid, my father-in-law, former superintendent of buildings and 
lands for the University, made the introduction and has been my 
mentor as well. I have always been struck by both of them, each a 
renaissance thinker and self-taught in many pursuits. 

As your article pointed out, Dr. McCrady had designed All 
Saints’ Chapel’s completion decades before its construction. I 
understand that he had taught himself the fundamentals of archi-
tecture during his tenure as a biology professor at Sewanee. Carl 
Reid was the master stone mason who built All Saints’. Much of 
the detail work was created by his own hand. 

As friends, Dr. McCrady and Mr. Reid challenged each other 
and compared notes in pursuit of discovery. As an example, they 
studied and sought out wild mushrooms and tasted small samples 
to determine if they were poisonous — research in its rawest and 
freshest form. They learned beekeeping and harvested their own 
honey. Carl is a self-taught home builder, constructing some of the 
finest homes on the Mountain, including Dr. McCrady’s. He is a 
skilled woodworker as well, crafting fine furniture and clocks from 
native Sewanee walnut. He planted his own small “forest” of inter-
esting trees, researching varieties that require cross pollination. Dr. 
McCrady’s pursuit of the violin and music was mentioned in your 
article. He was accomplished in an astounding diversity of fields.

I have always been struck by the fact that Dr. McCrady and Mr. 
Reid considered each other friends and peers in their pursuits 
despite the vast difference in their formal educations. (Carl began 
stone masonry and construction full time at an early age and only 
graduated from the eighth grade). Each earned the other’s respect 

by their common sense and renaissance-style quest for learning. 
What a great lesson imparted to me as a young Sewanee student.

Another lesson Dr. McCrady taught and Mr. Reid still teaches by 
example is that the pursuit of knowledge never has to end, and that 
a life dedicated to discovery is fun and rewarding. Edward McCrady 
and Carl Reid are life examples for whom I am deeply grateful. 

HENRY BEDFORD, A’69, C’73
Franklin, Tennessee

Online Edition
I really enjoy the magazine and want to get it as soon as its last digital 
atom is fully assembled. Is there some e-list to put myself on to be 
notified when it is available online?

STEVE WILKERSON, A’61, C’65
Garrison, New York

Editor’s Note: We usually mention in the monthly e-mail newsletter, Sewanee Enews, 
when a new issue of the magazine is online. If you’re not receiving Enews and would like 
to start, contact me at <lbarlame@sewanee.edu>. The magazine and extra features are 
online at <www.sewanee.edu/magazine>.

The Peak Named for Sewanee
I would like to thank you for including the article on Sewanee Peak 
in the Spring 2006 Sewanee magazine. I spotted Sewanee Peak on a 
topo map while hiking several peaks in the area from 2001 to 2003, 
and wanted so much for Sewanee Peak to truly be named after the 
University that I was hesitant to try to discover how it had, in fact, 
been named. Merritt Blakeslee’s article brought a huge grin, and 
I was so glad he had discovered the truth. Thanks to Mr. Blakeslee 
for his efforts and for the article. 

ABBY HOWELL LUND, C’99 
Lexington Park, Maryland

write to us
We welcome letters. Letters should refer to material pub-
lished in the magazine and include the writer’s full name, 
address, and telephone number.  The editor reserves the right 
to determine the suitability of letters for publication and to 
edit them for accuracy and length. Opinions expressed do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the University.

Write to: Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine
Office of Communications and Marketing,  

735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
E-mail: lbarlame@sewanee.edu

write to us
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Welcome to the Mountain!

Sewanee welcomed the �12 members of 
the class of 2010 this fall. Selected from 
a pool of nearly 2,000 applications, they 
hail from 33 states and six foreign nations 
(China, Japan, Nigeria, Nepal, Trinidad, 
and Vietnam).

“The good news highlights,” says Admis-
sions Dean David Lesesne, “include our 
12 percent minority enrollment, which I 
believe is the highest ever. The legacy per-
centage is the highest in the last five years. 
Academically, they are one of the strongest 
classes ever to enter Sewanee.”

CLASS OF 2010 STATS 
Average high school GPA  ......... 3.�0
SAT average  ......................... 12�3
Multicultural enrollment  ......... 12%
Legacies  ...............................26%
Episcopalians  ........................ 31%
Sewanee financial aid recipients  .. 61%

Nineteen students and four faculty mem-
bers launched the Sewanee School of Let-
ters this summer, as the inaugural session 
of this residential summer master’s degree 
program met from June 5 to July 16. 

Offering the M.A. in English and 

American literature and the M.F.A. in 
creative writing, the school is the Uni-
versity’s first graduate program outside of 
the seminary in nearly 70 years. Sewanee 
awarded master of arts degrees from 187� 
until 1939, and its medical school offered 
the M.D. until 1909.

The students represented a wide range 
of professional backgrounds, including 
law, medicine, science, theatre, and the 
church, as well as teachers from institu-
tions ranging from a public high school 
to a public university. “I was surprised by 
the variety of students who enrolled,” said 
John Grammer, the school’s director and 
professor of English. “I think it makes the 
program better, more interesting, and the 
students say this, too.” 

Most of this year’s students enrolled 
in the M.F.A. track. Sewanee has a tradi-
tion of nurturing creative writers through 
institutions such as the annual summer 
writers’ conference and The Sewanee Review, 
the oldest continuously published literary 

quarterly in the U.S.
Poet Andrew Hudgins and fiction 

writer Erin McGraw conducted the cre-
ative writing workshops this year. Both are 
faculty members at Ohio State University 
and have also taught at the Sewanee Writers’ 

Conference. 
The other two faculty members were 

John Gatta, associate dean and visiting pro-
fessor of English at Sewanee, who offered 
a course on the American Renaissance; 
and Angus Fletcher, visiting professor at 
Princeton, who taught American poetry 
and the environment as well as 17th-cen-
tury poetry. 

School of Letters students enroll in two 
courses per summer for four years; they 
complete their degrees by writing a thesis 
(M.A. students also have a non-thesis 
option of attending a fifth session). With 
planned total enrollment to remain at 
about 100, the program offers small classes 
and an intimate educational atmosphere in 
the Sewanee tradition. A five-year startup 
grant from the Arthur Vining Davis Foun-
dation helped launch the program. 

Cher Hendricks, an associate professor 
of educational research at the University 
of West Georgia, enrolled in the M.F.A. 
program to pursue a longtime dream of 

fiction writing — although she already 
has a doctorate. “It’s just so intellectually 
stimulating and challenging, that already 
I’m not wanting it to end,” she said in the 
fourth week of the six-week session. 

Nikki Robertson, C’92, received a 
scholarship for public school teachers 
provided by Leslye and William Altemeier. 
Robertson teaches English at Central High 
School in Memphis, where she herself went 
to high school. She already holds a master’s 
in teaching from the University of Mem-
phis; now she is working on an M.F.A. in 
creative writing as well. 

“It’s something I’ve always wanted to do,” 
she said. “This is the perfect program for 
me. I’ll be a better teacher for it. For one, it 
helps me remember the experience of being 
a student; and the stronger I am as a writer, 
the better I can teach writing.” 

Visit <www.sewanee.edu/SL/> for more 
information about the program, faculty, 
and enrollment. 

School of Letters provides ‘intellectual stimulation and challenge’

Former chair of the English department at the University of Connecticut, John Gatta offered a course on the 
American Renaissance during the inaugural year of Sewanee’s School of Letters.
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St. Luke’s transformed into a residence hall
What the college guides are 
saying about Sewanee 

Sewanee’s  cam-
pus received high 
marks in this year’s 
Princeton Review 
guidebook, The Best 
361 Colleges, which 
makes extensive use 
of student surveys 
in its rankings. The 
Domain placed at 

No. 5 among the nation’s most beautiful 
campuses. The University’s professors were 
also rated highly, as they were included on 
the lists “Professors Get High Marks” and 
“Professors Make Themselves Available.”

“As at many Southern schools, tradition 
is the cement that holds the community 
together,” says the Princeton guide. “The 
bricks and mortar are the academics, ‘by far 
the greatest strength of Sewanee. Classes are 
challenging and stimulating at all colleges, 
but at Sewanee, learning is alive. You don’t 
just take a course; you develop relation-
ships with a preeminent member in the 
field: your professors.’ The ‘emphasis is 
on active learning and incredible student-
faculty interaction is probably Sewanee’s 
greatest, and most overlooked, strength,’ 
students tell us.”

Sewanee was named one of the Fiske 
Guide’s Best Buy Schools for 2006. Only 
28 private schools earned this honor from 
the annual guide published by former New 
York Times education editor Edward Fiske. 
According to the guide, “Sewanee’s small 
size means it offers students plenty of op-
portunity to really make a difference.”

In U.S. News & World Report, Sewanee was 
placed at No. 3� in terms of its overall 
ranking among national liberal arts college. 
In terms of faculty resources, the Univer-
sity was rated No. 5. The faculty resources 
category considers the size of classes, per-
centage of faculty with terminal degrees, 
student-faculty ratio, and proportion of 
faculty who are full time. 

Sewanee’s newest dormitory is one of oldest buildings on campus. Constructed in 1887 and 

added on to in the 1950s, St. Luke’s Hall has undergone an extensive renovation to transform it 

into a contemporary 103-bed residence hall. 

St. Luke’s was once home to the University’s School of Theology, but most recently it had been 

used by the College of Arts and Sciences for classroom space, faculty offices, and living space 

for 21 students. The offices of The Sewanee Review had been located there as well; along with 

the English and language departments, that venerable literary journal moved to the remodeled 

Gailor Hall last year. 

“In keeping with tradition, the building is home to students from all four class years, and it 

is co-ed,” says Katie Steele, associate dean of students. “Features of the building include air-

conditioning, wireless Internet access, an elevator, multiple handicap-accessible rooms, and a 

large back patio with a gas grill and chaise 

lounges! The oratory room on the first floor 

has been thoroughly restored and serves 

as a quiet study area and meeting room 

for the residents.”

To see the new interior floor plans, 

visit <www2.sewanee.edu/reslife/saint-

lukes>.

Above left: St. Luke’s oratory, now a study 
room; above right: A typical double room; 
right: The first-floor commons. 
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University Gallery to host 
first artists’ books exhibit 
in Southeast

The University Art 
Gallery will 
host an exhibit 
of more than 

100 artists’ 
books from 

November 
30, 2006, to 
February 12, 
2007. This ex-

hibit, entitled Beyond Words: 
Artists’ Books, marks the first time 
such art has been shown in the South-
east, according to Arlyn Ende, gallery 
director. 

The artists’ books tradition began 
in the 1960s, when artists started to 
challenge the traditional parameters 
that defined books and to create dif-
ferent forms, often in collaboration 
with writers. The Beyond Words ex-
hibit will focus on the work of North 
American book artists in the context 
of 21st-century information technol-
ogy. It will include pieces by 8� U.S. 
and Canadian artists who treat themes 
ranging from recent world history to 
religion to ecological awareness. The 
guest curator is Ruth R. Rogers, direc-
tor of special collections at the Margaret 
Clapp Library at Wellesley College. 

During the exhibit period, work-
shops in hand papermaking, book 
construction, and digital publishing 
will take place. Contact Arlyn Ende at 
aende@sewanee.edu or 931.598.1223 
for more information. 

Above: Universal by Katherine Venturelli. 
Below: Backbone by Crystal Cawley.

If you could design your ideal place to 
learn a foreign language, what would it 
look like? 

According to the group of German 
language teachers participating in this year’s 
“Sommer in Sewanee” (that is, Summer in 
Sewanee) seminar, it would not look like a 
classroom. 

In fact, it would have a lot of the 
characteristics of the Sewanee program: 
opportunities to watch German TV and 
movies, to relax in a beautiful setting, to 
read German books and periodicals, and 
above all to converse in the language all 
day long. 

For two weeks of every summer since 
199�, Sewanee becomes a German lan-
guage learners’ paradise. Although this 
language-immersion program is geared 
primarily toward secondary-school teach-
ers, high school and college students and 
a few college professors regularly attend 
as well. 

This year, the 18 participants traveled 
from as far away as Miami, California, 
Oregon, and New Hampshire to improve 
their language abilities. 

Each group met in separate sessions for 
language classes with an emphasis on cre-
ative verbal expression — for example, the 

exercise with which Roland Fischer, a fac-
ulty member from the University of Linz, 
Austria, began his session for the teachers: 
get into groups to discuss and design your 
ideal language-learning environment. 

This year’s “Sommer in Sewanee” theme 
was movies and their use in language teach-
ing. Every evening, the group watched a 
German film, which become the subject of 
a session for all participants the next day. 
Teachers and students worked together on 
exercises such as rewriting and reenact-
ing scenes from the film, pretending they 
are the jury at a film festival and deciding 
whether to award the film a prize, or dis-
cussing key themes from the film. 

“This is a great opportunity,” said Tracy 
Flynn-Spampinato, who teaches Spanish 
and German in Raleigh, N.C. “And it’s very 
affordable for teachers, too.” 

Besides the University of the South, the 
seminar’s sponsors include the Consor-
tium for German in the Southeast, Goethe 
Institute Atlanta, Austrian Cultural Forum 
New York, Austrian Federal Ministry for 
Education and Cultural Affairs, and Halle 
Foundation Atlanta.

Learn more at <http://www.sewanee.
edu/german/SommerinSewanee/>.

German seminar provides ideal language-learning environment

The German program “Sommer in Sewanee” meets in the Gailor Hall language lab. 
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in the news
SELECTEd MEdiA QUOTES FrOM SEWANEE PEOPLE

“For Northern families who have aspired to send their children to well-known colleges in the North, turning 

to lesser known Southern schools takes some adjusting. ‘There are so many great schools in the Northeast, 

and culturally it’s hard for kids to turn their backs on these safe choices, choices that will be validated by 

friends and parents,’ says David Lesesne, dean of admissions at Sewanee: the University of the South, 

a quintessentially Southern institution in Tennessee where non-Southerners made up 12 percent of the 

student body in 2005, up from 7 percent in 2002.” — “Southbound,” about the increased numbers of 

students from the Northeast going to Southern colleges, New York Times, July 30, 2006

 “Timothy Moore’s [C’10] academic success has for months placed him in the community spotlight, 

where the private, introspective student is not comfortable. He is quite comfortable, however, knowing 

his college plans are finalized and fully financed. … Moore accepted a full scholarship to the University 

of the South at Sewanee, Tenn. … ‘If I could not get a full ride [scholarship], I could not afford it,’ Moore 

said. ‘Most of my 12 years in school, I’ve been on my own. Teachers encouraged me, but you expect that 

of teachers. I’d go home to a different situation. My family was interested in other things.’” — “Jess Lanier 

Student Wows Educators, Wins Scholarship,” Birmingham News, May 24, 2006

“George Core knows all about the pressures facing literary quarterlies. As the editor of The Sewanee 

Review for 33 years, he’s been witness to the steady dissolution of a once proud tradition. Declining 

readership, proliferating competition (especially on the Web with its vast free content) and increased 

financial burdens all have conspired to make what he does harder. ‘Everything’s against the quarterly,’ he 

said by telephone recently from his Tennessee office, ‘but it continues to provide the linchpin that joins 

the academy with the literary marketplace.’” — “Publishing the Best: A Talk with George Core, Editor of 

The Sewanee Review,” Mobile Press-Register, June 24, 2006

A feasibility study of possible development 
projects on University-owned land was 
completed this fall. The Board of Regents, 
at their October meeting, endorsed several 
next steps, including more fully exploring 
alternative options for one potential area 
for development, and seeking prospec-
tive management partners to improve the 
Sewanee Inn and golf course.

The study, commissioned by the Board 
of Regents in the spring of 2005, was 
conducted by the land-development firm 
Dolan, Pollak, and Schram (DPS). The 
firm’s final report culminated 18 months 
of work that included a market study, pre-
liminary site plans, and financial analysis for 
possible enhancements to the Sewanee Inn 
and golf course, a retirement community, 

THE KNEE BONE CONNECTEd 
TO THE ...   Psychology major Raven 
Oyedeji, C’07, examines a cat 
skeleton in Professor Nancy Berner’s 
Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy 
class this Advent semester. Read 
about Berner’s sabbatical research in 
Australia on page 35. 

and added housing.
The study explored whether the Uni-

versity could use some of its land resources 
to provide funds for faculty excellence, the 
purchase of additional land to be conserved, 
and new or improved facilities. “This 
Feasibility Study indicates not only oppor-
tunities, but also challenges, with respect 
to potential development on and off the 
Domain,” the regents said in a resolution. 
“The 18-month Feasibility Study has been 
beneficial and has provided responsible 
due diligence.”

The housing possibility outlined in the 
DPS report is on the University’s property 
at Lake Dimmick, immediately southeast 
of the Domain. Clarence Day of Memphis, 
Tennessee, gave the land to the University 

in 1988 for the purpose of “funding a pro-
gram to reward excellence in teaching at the 
University.”

The regents resolved “to continue to 
address, in an expanded scope, related 
environmental concerns, impacted wildlife 
and flora, and economic and community 
issues.” The regents will also consider pos-
sible alternatives that would fulfill the wishes 
of the donor.

The resolution also called for the Uni-
versity to partner with the Sewanee Utility 
District to study the hydrological impact 
of all potential developments, on and 
off the Domain. Lake Dimmick serves as 
the backup water supply for the Univer-
sity. Sewanee’s primary reservoirs are lakes 
O’Donnell and Jackson.

The regents’ action on the study was 
endorsed by the Growth and Development 
Committee at the annual meeting of the 
Board of Trustees, which occurred following 
the regents’ meeting. 

Land-development study concluded
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Half boot camp, half playground, 

the Island Ecology Program 

turns students into scientists
B y  L a u r a  B a r L a m e n t

Where the Wild things learn
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O
ne afternoon early in June, a small group of Sewanee stu-
dents, and a few of their parents, are gathered in the small 
sandy parking lot at Halfmoon Landing, located at a sharp 
bend in one of the meandering coastal waterways south 
of Savannah, Georgia. Bulky duffle bags, backpacks, and 

guitar cases lie at their feet, which crunch on dry live oak leaves and 
pine straw. Docked nearby are two boats, one bearing the University 
of the South logo. The humid air smells of the sea.

This is the last day these students will stand on the mainland for 

the next 36 days. For that time period, they will be absorbed into 
a different world. Located just around a bend or two of the North 
Newport River as it slinks its way through the salt marsh, that world 
contains no Wal-Marts or McDonald’s, no traffic lights, nor even 
any paved roads (though there is wireless Internet).

It’s a world of smooth gray-brown beaches, where the shifting 
sands have half buried the bleaching remains of forests, and log-
gerhead sea turtles leave their nesting tracks; of green-gold marshes 
growing in black muck that clings to boots like wet concrete; of 
freshwater ponds where slim white egrets sleep in the moonlight, 
surrounded by moss-draped live oaks; of sandy roads through 
brackish wetlands where alligators sun themselves undisturbed 
for hours. 

That is the world of St. Catherine’s Island. For 20 years now, 
Professor Timothy Keith-Lucas has brought 10 students and a 
team of professors to this little-known barrier island, owned by a 

foundation dedicated to conservation and research, for an inte-
grated study of geology, hydrology, plant communities, marine and 
invertebrate zoology, and wildlife ecology. 

In the process, the Island Ecology Program also integrates the 
childlike fun and adventure of summer camp with the intensity and 
rigor of boot camp for field scientists. Together, a few professors 
and students study this environment where constant change makes 
their quest for understanding like a race with no end in sight, the 
island itself always a mile ahead of the professors, with the students 

close at their heels. For most of the 200 students who have partici-
pated over the years, this wild island has hosted the most incisive 
learning experience of their Sewanee career. 

“There aren’t many places where you would find students excited 
about staying up all night to count bird abundance at a pond or track 
a raccoon through a maritime forest, but that’s how it was on St. 
Catherine’s,” says Eric Keen, C’08, one of this year’s participants. 
“It was just this positive atmosphere where we were all passionate 
about what we learned. Each day was unpredictable, wonderful, 
and better than the day before.”

L ike the Sewanee Domain itself, St. Catherine’s has many 
features that make it an unparalleled place for ecological study. 

It encompasses about 12,000 acres of firm land (plus another 
10,000 acres of marsh), untouched by development and isolated 
from the world’s hubbub; its human population is limited to a 

Opposite page: Students paired up to complete four independent research projects during the five-week Island Ecology Program. Inset: Laurence Hayes, C’07; Rachael 
Snow, C’08; Eric Keen, C’08; and Will Brown, C’07, observe a ghost crab that Laura Candler, C’09, found on the beach. 

Where the Wild things learn
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handful of highly knowledgeable staff, plus 
a few veterinarians and other zoo workers 
who make the trip to the island daily, and 
the scientists who visit periodically to do 
research. Its human history is also rich and 
deep, from prehistoric Native American 
inhabitants to 16th-century Catholic mis-
sionaries to Colonial figures such as Button 
Gwinnett (one of Georgia’s signers of the 
Declaration of Independence) to pre- and 
post-Civil War African American com-
munities to Edward J. Noble, who made a 
fortune on Life Savers candies and bought 
the island as a private retreat in the early 
19�0s. 

Sewanee’s history with the island started 
in 1985, a few years after the St. Catherine’s 
Foundation had become a separate entity 
from the Edward J. Noble Foundation. 
Keith-Lucas — a professor of psychology 
who specializes in animal behavior, espe-
cially in ring-tailed lemurs — was invited 
by the New York Zoological Society to 
help relocate a population of lemurs to 
the island, where the zoo had an off-site 
breeding facility. 

“I thought, ‘This is a wonderful place 
to teach ecology,’” Keith-Lucas recalls. 
“You can draw a line around it. It’s geo-
logically active. You can see the effects of 
various interventions, like farming, forest 
fires, and draining of wetlands. Yet it’s  
undeveloped.”

Back in Sewanee, he talked with a few 
colleagues from different disciplines 
— George Ramseur from forestry, Bran 
Potter from geology, and Ron Toll from 
biology — about his idea of a summer pro-
gram in island ecology. They laid out the 
basic plan and curriculum that is in use to 
this day. Convincing the St. Catherine’s 
Foundation to agree to such a program 
was a little more difficult, as their previous 
experiences with other colleges had not 
been entirely positive. But, with financial 
and institutional backing from science 
alumni and Vice Chancellor Bob Ayres, 
Sewanee managed to convince the founda-
tion that the University would be a boon to 
the island. 

Since then, Sewanee’s Island Ecology 

Above: Students used a vibracore to take geological 
samples up to 20 feet deep. Right: Tim Keith-Lucas, 
Island Ecology Program director, watches as Sally 
Neas, C’08, puts some muscle into the work. Op-
posite page: Laurence Hayes, C’07; Allison Laney, 
C’07; and Eric Keen, C’08, study a transect of 
saltwater marsh. Students have gathered data on 
this transect for the last 10 years.
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Program has become integral to the ebb 
and flow of life and work at St. Catherine’s. 
“It was the first truly cooperative program 
that came to the island,” says Royce Hayes, 
longtime island superintendent. Its success 
has bred further success, he notes, becom-
ing the model for other programs the island 
now hosts, such as an environmental school 
for science teachers and a wildlife veterinary 
program. 

Above all, the island leaves a permanent 
mark on the students, who also leave a 
positive legacy on the island. Many Sewanee 
students have returned to St. Catherine’s 
as interns and have gone on to environ-
mental careers. Hayes notes that at a recent 
scientific conference devoted to the study 
of the rare gopher tortoise, which lives on 
the island, seven of the �5 people in at-
tendance were St. Catherine’s alums, and 
three of those were Sewanee St. Catherine’s 
alums. No matter what they go on to do in 
life, these alums carry with them an unusual 
appreciation for the environment as an 
entire system, where each part is related to 
every other. “Because of who they are and 
the caliber of student they are,” Hayes says, 
“they are very important to our future.”

Before the students pile into the 
boat for the 10-minute ride out to the 

island, Keith-Lucas (a.k.a. TKL) hands 
out a map of the coastal waterways and 
explains the route they’ll take. During a 

preparatory seminar held during the spring 
semester, they had learned about point 
bars — earth deposits in the bends of the 
waterways as the tides ebb and flow. Now 
they are experiencing them and learning 
to apply that knowledge. The students are 
here not to be tourists led around by the 
experts. They are here to observe, to learn, 
and to understand how all the pieces of this 
complex ecological puzzle fit together. They 
are here to make the island their own and 
to make original contributions to the ever-
evolving understanding of the island. 

“You’ve only got 36 days here,” Keith-
Lucas says to the group once they’ve reached 
the island, deposited their bags in their 
cabins, and are seated in a circle on the 
stubbly caterpillar grass behind the camp 
headquarters, a combination of kitchen, 
dining area, and lab. “The goal is to see 
how much you can get out of it.”  

After outlining the program’s rules and 
regulations, he turns them loose with these 
instructions: Pair up with another student 
whom you don’t know well; take your bike, 
compass, GPS unit, map, radio, field note-
book, pencil, and water; find two specific 
locations on the island, where Keith-Lucas 
has left index cards affixed to trees or poles; 

and write down your observations. 
“Your primary goal this afternoon,” he 

adds, “is not to get lost and to get back in 
time for dinner.” Along the way, they might 
also get their first inklings of what pieces of 
the island ecology puzzle they would like to 
work on.

I set off with environmental studies 
major Rachael Snow, C’08, and psychol-
ogy major Allison Laney, C’07. They 
have named their bikes: Lola and Stanley. 
Through careful scrutiny of the map and 
with the guidance of small numbered metal 
markers tacked to trees at intersections, 
we find both our locations without too 
much trouble — the Savannah Road spill-
way, a gummy green canal down a sandy, 
live-oak-lined lane; and Picnic Bluff, on 
high ground bordering the beach on the 
northern end of the island. 

But, as Keith-Lucas had warned us, bike 
riding and sandy roads make a hazardous 
combination. “You’ll learn to ride down 
the middle of the road where the grass is, 
or on the shoulder,” he said. “Still, when 
we’re driving by later, we’ll see skid marks 
and a face print in the sand.” While none 
of us actually face-planted on this trip, two 
hours of sliding and getting stuck in the 

this is a wonderful place to 
teach ecology. You can draw a 
line around it. it’s geologically 
active. You can see the effects 
of various interventions, like 

farming, forest fires, and 
draining of wetlands. Yet it’s 

undeveloped.



16 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Fall 2006

sand left me sweaty and dirty and tired. 
The students, however, return glowing 
with reports of where they got lost and saw 
wild hogs in the underbrush and lemurs 
in the trees. 

Still, they’re ready for the substantial 
dinner prepared by the IEP chef, Lisa 
Keith-Lucas (Tim’s wife and a science 
teacher at St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School), 
whose efforts in the kitchen many alumni 
remember with great appreciation. One of 
this year’s first-time IEP faculty members, 
Tom Howick — who not only helps coordi-
nate Sewanee’s outreach programs, but who 
also holds a Ph.D. in science education and 
has taught island ecology on every barrier 
island in the state of Georgia — notes that 
the good food and air-conditioned sleep-
ing quarters do a lot to help the students 
and faculty to keep up an intense work pace, 
the exact outlines of which the students 
learn right after dinner.

The group reassembles in the lab next 
door. On the walls hang maps, aerial pho-
tographs, and skulls of dolphin, alligator, 
feral pig, deer, and whale. Microscopes, 
laptops, and printers sit on workbenches. A 

bookshelf holds a small scientific reference 
library, and filing cabinets hold 20 years’ 
worth of student studies of the island, as 
well as research going even farther back. 
There’s a herbarium, and all sorts of field 
equipment in the cabinets. This lab is a 
field researcher’s dream. 

As he has for the last 20 years, geology 
professor Bran Potter kicks off the pro-
gram. This evening, he outlines the plan 
for the next eight days. For three days, he 
will cover the geology and hydrology of 
the island from south to north and east 
to west, and deep into the earth (with the 
help of a machine called a vibracore that 
takes samples up to 20 feet in depth). After 
these three days of group instruction, the 
students will start developing their own 
research agendas. “The aim of the project 
is to ask a single, coherent question that can 
be answered in three to four days of field 
work,” Potter says. “You want something 
that’s significant but doable.” The students 
will create a methodology for answering 
their question and gather the data in the 
field. Then they will analyze their findings 
and deliver an oral report a week from 

today. Their written report will be due the 
next afternoon. On the ninth day, they rest. 
And on day 10, the cycle starts anew, this 
time focused on botany.

“Any questions?” says TKL. “Sounds 
great!” says Sally Neas, C’08, a curly-
headed natural resources major with a 
pretty much perpetual grin. “It is,” replies 
the professor, with a knowing smile.

The Island ecology Program in-
cludes four eight-day sections, each 

taught by a different professor. Beginning 
with the geological processes of the island 
with Potter, it proceeds to a study of the 
island’s plant life, led by Jon Evans, as-
sociate professor of biology, who took over 
from Ramseur, one of the original four 
faculty, a dozen years ago. Next comes a 
study of marine and invertebrate zoology, 
jointly led this year by Kirk Zigler, assistant 
professor of biology, and Tom Howick; and 
it ends with a section on wildlife ecology 
with Keith-Lucas. 

Each section culminates in a project, 
which the students complete in pairs, col-
laborating with a different person each 

By the second week 
of the program, i had studied a newly accelerating 

erosion trend on north Beach and become one of the 
only people in history to document the decline of an 

endangered tree species, the Colonel’s island basswood, 
that is only found on three or so small islands 

in the vicinity of st. Cat’s.
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my mind the value of a complete work-
ing system,” she says. “Also the exposure 
to people working on conservation issues 
from around the U.S. solidified a career 
path for me. It influenced both what I do 
and how I do it.”

But the program is just as important to 
the non-science majors who attend it every 
year (the program has always been open to 

time. Over the last 20 years, Island Ecol-
ogy Program students have accumulated a 
large archive of research touching on every 
feature of the island — from the erosion and 
accretion of dunes, to the transformation 
of freshwater ponds that are breached by the 
sea, to changes in forest composition, to 
soil invertebrates in pine stands, to indigo 
bunting foraging behavior. 

Superintendent Hayes says that these 
reports often turn up new data about the 
island, besides simply being a treasure 
trove of information tracking the island’s 
evolution over the last 20 years. And the 
quality, he says, is outstanding. “These 
reports are only done in a week, but some 
are publishable.”

Alumni like Steverson Moffat, C’88, 
who attended the second year of the Island 
Ecology Program, can describe the stud-
ies they did in detail, even years later. “I 
learned very good field research skills — the 
importance of careful data collection and 
note-taking skills in the field, which served 
me well during my master’s degree in for-
est ecology,” says Moffat, a law and policy 
researcher for the Forest Service’s Southern 
Research Station in New Orleans. He holds 
a Ph.D. in forest policy from North Caro-
lina State University as well as a master’s 
from Clemson. 

Several of these early IEP alumni have 
become leaders in conservation organiza-
tions. As assistant director for training 
and capacity-building for the Wildlife 
Conservation Society, Meade Love Penn, 
C’89, runs a grant program for field-based 
conservation projects. Reviewing more 
than 100 project proposals a year from all 
around the world, she says, “I can look at 
all of them and recognize things I learned 
from St. Catherine’s.”

Christine Rucker Small, C’90, who 
did an internship on the island as well 
as attending the IEP, also credits the St. 
Catherine’s experience with setting her 
on her career path. She is overseeing 
the implementation of a comprehensive 
wildlife conservation plan for the state of 
Florida, a plan she helped create. “[The 
Island Ecology Program] solidified in 

students from all majors) and who go into 
any number of different careers. “It took 
going to a small island to see the entire 
world differently,” says Michelle Thompson 
Hall, C’91, who was a history major and is 
now associate dean of students at Agnes 
Scott College. She subsequently took a sci-
ence course every semester at Sewanee, and 
books about science or the environment 

Professor Bran Potter explains how to read the three vibracore samples that the students took near an archaeo-
logical site that is being excavated by scientists from the American Museum of Natural History in New York. 
These samples are helping to date this site. 
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make up much of her current reading. 
This year’s students included history 

major Will Brown, C’07, who was taking 
his first science course at Sewanee. For him, 
doing real-world research made the experi-
ence one of his best at Sewanee. “I got to 
jump straight in and do work that matters, 
following up on the work of both my pre-
decessors in the IEP and some of the older 
more formal work that has been done over 
the years on St. Catherine’s,” he says. “This 
wasn’t measuring gravitational acceleration 

for the millionth time in some physics 
lab. By the second week of the program, 
I had studied a newly accelerating erosion 
trend on North Beach and become one 
of the only people in history to document 
the decline of an endangered tree species, 
the Colonel’s Island basswood, that is only 
found on three or so small islands in the 
vicinity of St. Cat’s.”

Brown is not exaggerating about the 
importance and relevance of this work. 
This fall, Jon Evans plans to submit for 
publication a study on the dramatic de-
cline of red bays, an understory tree on 
the island, which he and IEP students have 

been documenting since 200�. Also this 
fall, Eric Keen (an ecology and biodiversity 
major) and Laura Candler, C’09, (a rising 
sophomore who plans to major in English 
or French) are working with Zigler to pol-
ish a study they did of the marsh periwinkle 
snail, in which they revisited a study first 
done 30 years ago on the island, finding 
significant new results. And all the students 
participated in taking a vibracore sample at 
an archaeological site under study by David 
Hurst Thomas, H’95, of the American 

Museum of Natural History in New York. 
The sample provided exciting new evidence 
about the age of that site, and Thomas 
planned to give all the students credit for 
their role in the discovery. 

By 7:56 a.m. of the first full day on 
the island, every student is at the head-

quarters with his or her equipment and 
ready to go. “Make sure you have a map in a 
readily accessible place,” says Potter. “That’s 
part of the pleasure of week one. Getting 
your bearings and annotating your map.” 

To travel down to the south beach, the 
students will be taking their first ride on a 

vehicle fondly known as the Popemobile 
— a 20-year-old Chevy van salvaged and 
converted by Keith-Lucas into an open-
air safari vehicle by removing its body and 
installing a long two-sided bench instead. 
Some art major of years past painted flames 
licking up the front end. It’s one of several 
vehicles, boats, and other pieces of equip-
ment that Sewanee has brought to the 
island, and which are used and maintained 
year-round by island staff and visitors. 

As we whip through the forest on the 
Popemobile at, say, 15 miles per hour, 
low-hanging branches smacking us in the 
head and palmetto fronds tearing at our 
knees, the students make comments along 
the lines of, “This is freakin’ sweet!” and 
“I wanna swing on those vines!” Along the 
way, Potter points out landmarks — roads 
that branch off, a manmade pond cre-
ated to attract wildlife, a gap in the forest 
where beetles and tornadoes felled a stand 
of pine — and the differences between the 
topography of the Pleistocene and Holo-
cene eras. We pay a brief visit to Cracker 
Tom Hammock, a wetland area, where the 
tide is low and an alligator and a snake are 
sunning themselves on the mud, before 
continuing back through the forest. After 
another branch swipes the whole row of 
passengers in the head, Will Brown com-
ments, “Please reserve the blood-curdling 
screams for situations that are actually life-
threatening.” 

“You know what this is?” exclaims Sally 
Neas, her eyes and mouth wide with wonder 
as she surveys the forest. “Where the Wild 
Things Are! ‘Let the wild rumpus start!’” 

Potter parks the Popemobile just off 
the beach, and we all jump off and grab 

our bikes, which Cindy Potter — Bran’s wife 
and annual island visitor — drove down in 
the pickup truck. The lesson starts simply. 
“Look around,” says Potter. “What strikes 
you about this beach?” The students gaze at 
the brownish-gray sand gently sloping to-
ward the sea, where shrimpers are at work. 
“What strikes me is its beauty,” Potter says. 
“The low angle, how wide it is.” A few steps 
away, he calls their attention to swatches 

Tree frogs rest on a water oak. 
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of dark, dense material lying on the sand. 
It’s peat, the last remnants of a marsh that 
used to cover this surface, a vivid reminder 
of the dynamic interaction of sea and land 
through time. “So the beach is where marsh 
once was,” Potter remarks. “See what the 
possibilities are?” 

“Let’s just take a walk up the beach and 
see what we find,” he continues. We wander 
over to the scarp — i.e., the edge or bluff 
— which marks the landward limit of the 
beach. It’s well over 6 feet high, and grasses 
grow on top, and trees whose branches are 
bent almost parallel to the ground, as if in 
a perpetual gale. At Potter’s direction, we 
look closely at the scarp and notice a stripe 
of dark-colored material embedded in the 
sand. “What is it?” Potter asks. The stu-
dents examine the material. “Charcoal?” 
someone suggests. “Burned wood, yeah. 
So, interesting. What looked like a simple 
dune is a little more complex. Step back. 
… You got a sand dune, then bunch of 
charcoal, then more sand on top. What 
does this indicate? … There was a wildfire, 
then more sand accreted on top.” 

“We’re into our topic of time,” Potter 
says. “If I had to choose one theme for my 
section, it would be enlarging your view 
and perception and appreciation of time. 
There’s a clarity and understanding that 
comes from placing things in time.” 

But the geological timeframe is much 
different in this dynamic, sandy, windy 
environment than it is in the other en-
vironments where Potter teaches, on the 
Cumberland Plateau, or out West. “It’s 
amazing what happens here in 2� hours, 
during a single storm,” Potter says. “I’m 
out of my element here. There’s very few 
solid rocks.” 

As we sketch the scarp in our field note-
books, a man drives up in a four-wheeler. 
Deeply tanned, with a gray beard like an 
Amish farmer, Gale Bishop happens to be 
a geologist as well as a sea turtle expert. He’s 
on the island to monitor sea turtle nesting. 
Just on the other side of the path where we 
entered the beach, he tells us, is a nest made 
last night. He’ll be back in a few minutes; 
first he has to rebury the clutch of 79 eggs 

he just dug up farther down the beach. I’m 
not sure what he means, but we wander over 
to the nesting site to find out. 

A 300-pound animal that ventures out 
of  the ocean only a few times a year, in the 
black of night, leaves no unsubtle signs of 
its presence on the beach. As if a small bull-
dozer had driven out of the surf, the track 
starts at the high tide line and continues 
almost to the top of the beach. There, the 
regularly patterned track disappears in a 
wider, circular patch of disturbed sand, 
from which it reemerges to make a precise 
U-turn and march, parallel to the original 
path, back down to the sea. 

In the messy place, Bishop explains, is 
where the mama turtle carefully dug her 
nesting hole, about 12 inches deep and 8 
inches wide, depositing her load of eggs 
— 113 on average. After carefully tamping 
down the sand on top of them, she uses her 
strong flippers to throw sand around the 
nest area to disguise its exact location. 

On average, loggerhead sea turtles lay 
3.86 nests per year, says Bishop. Yet, out 
of every 1,000 eggs laid, only one turtle will 
reach reproductive age. In this particular 
spot, however, not one of these eggs has a 
chance of hatching without humans’ help 
— if they weren’t eaten by raccoons, they’d 
be flooded by a high tide. By moving them 
to a higher and more protected location, 
we can guarantee that 70–80 percent of 
them will at least emerge from their shells 
to begin life. 

Now, Bishop says, who wants to take the 
first turn at the shovel? 

Layer by layer, the students take turns 
gently removing the sand, looking for the 
“bull’s eye” — the swirled mixture of packed 
black and white sand that indicates the nest’s 
exact location. It takes at least five minutes 
of careful digging to reach the eggs, a col-
lection of sandy ping-pong balls, slightly 
gooey, which dent (but do not break) with 
the slightest pressure. We all take turns get-
ting on our knees, reaching our arms into 
the hole up to our elbows, and lifting the 
eggs out into a 5-gallon bucket. 

Bishop takes one egg for DNA testing. 
Only the shell is needed for that purpose, 

he says; the contents will be sacrificed in 
the name of science. “Who wants to try a 
turtle egg?” Laura Candler’s hand shoots 
up while everyone else stands around, look-
ing doubtful. We gather around close as he 
breaks the egg with a knife and dumps the 
contents into her hands. She lifts them to 
her face, and after only a moment’s hesita-
tion, takes a bite. 

“How does it taste?” I ask, watching her 
face. She looks a little like she might gag, 
but she swallows it down. “It’s not bad …” 
she says. “It’s very fishy.” Neas tries a bit as 
well, her nose wrinkling. She says it tastes 
like “gooey oysters. Really fishy and salty.” 

Bishop puts a shirt over the eggs in the 
bucket, and he and Cindy Potter take off 
down the beach to bury them in a safe spot. 
It’s only quarter to 11, and we’re off down 
the beach again. 

After a month’s worth of days and 
nights like that — of seeing, touching, 

smelling, hearing, even tasting, and all the 
while learning — students say their perspec-
tive on the world changes. 

“My time on St. Catherine’s taught me 
how to quantify my old ‘romantic’ eco-
logical sentiments, which were based more 
on a love for green places and unspoiled 
nature than on anything concrete,” says 
Will Brown, the historian and science 
neophyte. “Now I have a solid foundation 
for understanding how the natural world 
around me works and how we, as humans 
and participants in the processes of ecology, 
can change that world for good or bad.”   

This knowledge makes nature’s wonders 
even more wondrous, says Eric Keen. The 
beach at sunrise, for example. “At the end 
of the program, not only did we see beauty 
and wonder in it, as always, but we were 
also able to see it as an ecological system, 
as a process, as dynamic. We were able to 
understand why we were seeing what we 
were seeing, and who in the ecosystem was 
involved in making it so. … We were able 
to see a deeper beauty in it all.” 

Long live the “wild rumpus” on wild, 
beautiful, free St. Catherine’s Island! n
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“A new era of discovery is dawning 
in brain research,” said President 
George Bush in a July 17, 1990, proc-
lamation establishing “the decade of 
the brain.” “The brain is poised to 
become the number-one target for 
drug development during the next 
decade,” reported Genetic Engineering News 
in July of this year. 

The three alumni profiled in these 
pages all have a part in this excit-
ing realm of scientific research and 
biotechnological development. As 
they help to uncover the physiologi-
cal basis of conditions ranging from 
Alzheimer’s to depression to autism, 
it is highly likely that their work will 
have an impact on your life or the lives 
of those close to you. And the scien-
tific training they received at Sewanee 
played an important role in each one 
of their careers. 

Brain Trust

Three sCienTisTs 

who are heLpinG To 

unLoCk The seCreTs 

of The brain anD 

brinG heaLinG for 

iTs Diseases.
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JOEL PriCE, C’63 
research with powerful results

As a student at Oxford in 1966, Joseph Levering “Joel” Price, 
C’63, regarded his research on the olfactory lobes of the rat brain 
as esoteric, without practical implications. 

He was wrong. Time and again he has been gratified by the direct 
relevance and clinical applications of his studies on brain structure 
and function. His research has contributed to the understanding 
and development of treatment for such neurological disorders as 
depression, epilepsy, and Alzheimer’s disease.

In 1963, when Price went to Oxford as Sewanee’s 15th Rhodes 
Scholar, he planned to return to the United States for medical school. 
At Oxford, however, he worked with Professor 
Thomas P. S. Powell, one of the founders of 
modern neuroanatomy. Price completed his 
Ph.D. degree in anatomy at Oxford.  

In 1969, he joined the faculty of Washington 
University School of Medicine in St. Louis. As 
professor of anatomy and neurobiology, he 
trains both physicians and researchers, and he 
has received awards for both his teaching and 
his research. His list of publications includes 
150 scholarly articles, review papers, and book 
chapters. He lectures widely on brain function 
and dysfunction. One of his recent articles 
examines the concept of free will, and the brain 
systems that underlie decision-making and 
constraints on behavior. 

“A lot of what we think seems to interact 
with a visceral warning system in the brain,” he 
said. “It sets mood, and it warns us against all 
sorts of behavior. Lesions in this system result in behavior that we 
would normally not engage in. Bipolar disorder affects the same 
part of the brain. People who are missing this visceral warning will 
act without regard for consequences.”

When Price began his studies, he said, dissection, microscopy, 
and electrophysiological methods were the primary methods for 
getting information about the brain. Intervening decades, however, 
have seen a dramatic increase in techniques available for studying 
brain connections and function. Especially important have been 
genetic advances that enable manipulation of genes, and thus the 
proteins coded for by the genes, in experimental animals; and 
noninvasive imaging technology that enables researchers to see 
brain activity in humans as well as in experimental animals. 

Genetic manipulation in mice has helped researchers learn 
more about the function of the hypothalamus, deep within the 
brain, Price said. “The hypothalamus is of critical importance. It 
coordinates the control of all internal organs. But it’s small, com-
pact, and difficult to study. Now, using genetic methods in mice, 

we can put genes in or do gene ‘knockout’ experiments, and thus 
remove or add certain molecules. In this way we’ve learned about 
new chemical aspects of the brain. For instance, leptin, a protein 
made by fat cells, makes us stop eating. Another molecule acts in an 
opposite way. We now know something about how they interact, and 
which neurons they interact with, and something about the way the 
hypothalamus controls body weight, a critical issue for society.”

Because the new imaging methods are noninvasive, Price said, 
the human has become an experimental subject. “MRI has proved to 
be a tremendous boon to understanding the human brain,” he said. 
“We can now look at it in a way we couldn’t before, and we can see 
brain activity related to a particular task. For example, we can have 
a subject look at a blank screen and measure brain activity, then we 

ask the subject to look at a word, and see how the activity changes. 
We can subtract the pattern of brain activity while looking at the 
blank screen, and see the specific activity associated with the word. 
Then we can ask the person to use the word in a sentence, and see a 
different activity in the part of the brain involved in syntax. We can 
do this with cognition, memory, emotion, many things.”

Price is also taking data from monkey brains, and correlating his 
observations with the human brain. “The human brain is bigger, 
and it’s organized differently, but the monkey brain is recognizable 
in the human brain. We get experimental data from invasive experi-
ments in monkeys, and can correlate those results with functional 
imaging.” Results that demonstrate brain circuits in monkeys, he 
said, match patterns of abnormal activity observed in people with 
depression or bipolar disorder. 

“We’ve found that a region on the medial side of the frontal 
cortex is important in mood disorders. It’s connected with a circuit 
that connects several brain areas involved in emotion. This region 
has abnormal activity in mood disorders. Recently, researchers in 

Brain Trust
JoeL priCe
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Montreal began putting electrodes in people debilitated with severe 
depression that did not respond to drugs. The initial results are re-
markable — substantial recovery in most patients, and lasting effects. 
It’s still in its early stages, but it’s pleasing to see that we can take this 
information from pure science and translate it into treatment.”

Much of Price’s research has added to knowledge about Alzheim-
er’s disease. The malady was described in 1906 by Alois Alzheimer 
(186�-1915), a German psychiatrist who had for several years ob-
served and documented the progress of the disease in a female 
patient. When she died, he examined her brain, finding the amyloid 
plaques and neurofibrillary tangles characteristic of the disease. 

Alzheimer’s was traditionally diagnosed at autopsy, but recent 
experience has made it easier to recognize clinically. Physicians look 
for memory loss and difficulty in reasoning, symptoms that interfere 
with a person’s daily activities. An important criterion is a change 
from baseline behavior, which varies with each individual. 

“We always include an interview with a close relative or associate, 
who can say how the person functioned a year ago,” Price said. “One 
85-year-old patient, a CPA, had stopped doing his own taxes in 
the year before he died. For him it was a change, and on autopsy 
we confirmed that he had Alzheimer’s disease.”

A risk factor for Alzheimer’s, he said, is a genetic predisposition 
to form amyloid plaques in the brain. Certain genes seem to protect 
against plaque formation, some are neutral, and some increase the 
probability that plaques will form. 

Some data suggest that education level shows a negative correla-
tion with Alzheimer’s disease, but Price said the connections are 
not clear. “Whether it’s true, or whether the educated are better 
able to hide it, we don’t know. Education is certainly good for you, 
and it might help.” 

The University of the South played an important role in Price’s 
own educational journey. A native Mississippian, Price chose 
Sewanee because he was looking for a small liberal arts college. 
He found here, he said, a remarkable community of students and 
professors, and education both in and outside the classroom. 
He recalls fondly the “at home” policy of professors on Sunday 
evenings. He was valedictorian of his class. Later, his two younger 
brothers followed him here and also into the medical field: Thomas 
Hosmer Price, C’68, practices pediatrics in Hopkinsville, Ken-
tucky, and John Duncan “Jack” Price, C’7�, is an anesthesiologist 
in Nashville. 

Price has found it “very satisfying” that his life’s work in explor-
ing the mysteries of the brain has bridged the gap between pure 
and applied science. His monkey studies are yielding insights into 
mood and mood disorders, and he writes and lectures on many 
aspects of brain structure and function. He also finds time to in-
dulge his interests in growing bonsai trees and making ceramic 
sculptures. Some of his ceramics are on display in the medical 
school’s new teaching building, showing new generations of scien-
tists and clinicians another facet of the workings of the human 
brain. — Jill Carpenter

BiLL CALdWELL, C’76
Meeting medical need

As vice president for drug discovery and development at Targa-
cept, a small biotech firm in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
William S. Caldwell, C’76, oversees the creation of new drugs that 
show great potential to treat some of our society’s most intractable 
and widespread medical conditions affecting the brain, including 
Alzheimer’s disease, depression, anxiety, and acute pain. 

Ironically, both Caldwell’s career and firm have their roots in 
a company whose products are infamous health hazards — R. J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Company.

Without RJR, though, Targacept and all of its potential for meet-
ing unmet medical need might not exist. How a substance with a 
reputation like tobacco’s has turned into pharmaceutical gold is an 
interesting story. And Bill Caldwell is one of its stars. 

Growing up as the son of an Episcopal priest in central Florida, 
Caldwell always loved science; at Sewanee, he discovered that science 
could be a career. The chemistry faculty — David Camp, Jim Lowe, 
John Bordley, and Bill Guenther — inspired him. “At Sewanee I 
took organic chemistry, which is the second year of a chemistry 
curriculum, fell in love with it, and decided right then and there I 
wanted to be a chemist,” Caldwell says. 

“I guess I was bitten by the love of organic chemistry. Very few 
people can relate to that, by the way,” he adds, conveying his self-
deprecating humor in the pleasant baritone voice that makes him 
sound like a radio announcer — which, in fact, he was all four years 
at Sewanee, as host of a Saturday night alternative-rock program on 
WUTS. (More recently, he has read news for the visually impaired 
for his local public radio station.)

As a senior, Caldwell took botany with Professor George 
Ramseur, and discovered a new fascination: the chemistry of plants, 
the very basis of life on this planet. He went to graduate school at the 
University of Wisconsin and studied organic chemistry as applied 
to plant physiology. After finishing his Ph.D., his postdoctoral 
research on the flowering process in morning glories took him to 
Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, where he was able to use 
the greenhouse and growth chambers at R. J. Reynolds. It was his 
introduction to the company. 

Reynolds eventually hired him to work on two projects. One was 
a reduced-risk cigarette product dubbed Premiere. When you ask 
Caldwell how someone interested in public health could work for a 
tobacco company, he points out that — recognizing that tobacco use 
was not going to be eliminated from our society in the short term 
— the potential for saving many thousands of lives by reducing the 
risks associated with smoking was an attractive proposition. 

But then there was also the other project, a chance to do basic 
scientific research on exactly what effect nicotine had on the human 
brain. “Much like Folger’s coffee company might be interested in 
understanding the effects of caffeine on the body,” he explains, “the 
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tobacco company was interested in understanding the effects of 
nicotine.” Bridging the gap between the chemistry of the plant and 
the animal kingdom was not such a big step, he says. “From the per-
spective of an organic chemist, a plant is pretty 
much the same as a person. The fundamental, 
underlying chemistry is very similar.” 

He recalls his time with the tobacco com-
pany as the ideal environment for a scientist. 
“It was kind of like working at a university, but I 
didn’t have to teach, didn’t have to write grants, 
and didn’t have to sit on committees. It was a 
sweet job! Because we had adequate resources 
and time to work, our group became one of 
the leaders in the world in understanding this 
particular system in the brain.”

The basis for their research was the earlier 
discovery that nicotine did have beneficial ef-
fects on the central nervous system. Studies 
showed that smokers developed Alzheimer’s 
disease up to five years later than non-smokers, 
and there was a lower incidence of Alzheimer’s 
overall among smokers as compared to non-
smokers. “This kind of epidemiology study pointed in a direction 
that said there might be something worth exploring here,” says 
Caldwell. “That something was nicotine.”

First, the researchers learned that nicotine interacts with a 
particular protein in the brain — named the nicotinic receptor 
— and that when nicotine interacts with this protein, it can lead 
to improved memory and learning, as well as protection of nerve 
cells from degeneration. Next came the key discovery that there are 
“subtypes” of this receptor. Each subtype functions differently, and 
nicotine interacts with each one at different levels of potency. For 
example, one subtype leads to side effects like raised blood pres-
sure and nausea, and another leads to beneficial effects like nerve 
cell protection. 

At that point, Caldwell and his fellow researchers realized that this 
basic research had great potential for pharmaceutical application. 
They turned from doing basic research to applying what they had 
learned, developing new chemical compounds designed to interact 
only with the nicotinic receptors that give beneficial effects. 

“So while nicotine was the so-called lead for us — nicotine was 
what guided us in the right direction — we don’t really do anything 
with nicotine at all,” he says. “Our company is all about discovering 
novel chemical compounds that have the ability to very selectively 
target certain [receptor] subtypes and not others.” 

Targacept was spun off from RJR in 2000 and has experienced 
great financial and scientific success since then. After all, Caldwell 
says, “we weren’t just two professors in a garage who decided to start 
a company.” With more than �0 patents already under their belts, 
they raised multi-millions in private capital and another $�5 mil-
lion when they went public in April. Also, late last year, the major 
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pharmaceutical company AstraZeneca entered a collaborative 
agreement with Targacept to bring to market a drug that Targacept 
developed, TC-173�, to treat Alzheimer’s, cognitive deficits in 
schizophrenia, and other cognitive disorders. 

Targacept also has two other drugs in various trial phases — one 
for treating pain, and another for depression — as well as two more 
nearing readiness for phase 1 trials. 

“So for a small company of 80 employees, we have a very prom-
ising pipeline,” Caldwell says. “And we continue to discover new 
compounds every day. We’re blessed with very smart scientists who 
understand this complex area of research very well. They’re very 
productive, and we’ve been at this for about 20 years.” 

Caldwell describes with pride the positive results that were 
recently reported for the phase 2 trial of TC-173�, the drug in 
development with AstraZeneca. It was tested on patients suffer-
ing from age-associated memory impairment, which may be a 
precursor to Alzheimer’s. Not only did objective, computer-based 
measures of attention and memory reveal improvement, but the 
patients also reported feeling better. 

For Caldwell, these kinds of results are the main reason he 
likes his job. “What gets me out of bed in the morning is what I 
said before about a real passion that I have, and that I think we all 
have, to help people in need. That’s incredibly rewarding when you 
have a clinical trial, and people say, ‘I feel better,’ and that was our 
compound, our idea. That feels really good.”

Ethics and values have always influenced Caldwell’s scientific 
pursuits. He is rooted in the Episcopalian tradition; not only was 
his father a priest, but his brother is the bishop of the Diocese of 
Wyoming, and Caldwell himself considered the study of theology. 
Like most in his generation, he smoked in college, but quit when 
he had his children — he’s married to Cecilia Smith Caldwell, 
C’77, and they have two daughters, Laurel and Tyler — and he 
admits that his connection with a tobacco company is a “paradox.” 
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But his purpose was always to improve human health, and he has 
strong feelings about scientists’ responsibility to consider the social 
and ethical context of their work, as well as to have strong spiritual 
and/or ethical commitments that guide them. 

“What we do in basic research turns into applied research, 
turns into technology,” he says. “If we’re not aware of that at every 
step, then we’re probably not doing as much as we can to better 
mankind’s lot in life.”

Caldwell’s story also reveals that scientific research can lead in 
unanticipated directions. When he started working for Reynolds, he 
believed his work on the reduced-risk cigarette had a great chance 
of making a positive impact on public health. The basic research 
on nicotinic receptors intrigued his scientific mind, but he saw in 
it no clear route to producing health benefits.

But over time, the value of the projects have flip-flopped. “The 
thing that I thought would be my contribution to public health went 
away, and the thing that was the passion for me as a scientist became 
the thing that could have an even greater impact.” — Laura Barlament

filter information reaching the visual cortex, although he disavows 
the originality of this finding. “You never have original ideas as a 
graduate student,” he says. 

In the meantime, as our conversation ranges from his gradu-
ate work to the postdoctoral research he’s just begun to his travels 
throughout Eastern Europe (his wife, Yuliya, is from Kiev, Ukraine) 
to his undergraduate days at Sewanee, he stops to point out a phe-
nomenon he’s been observing about customers leaving Fido by the 
double doors located near our table. A young woman is approach-
ing the doors. “Look, she’s going to push on the right-hand door 
first, find out that it’s locked, and then she’ll push on the left-hand 
door,” he says; and she does. He smiles just a tiny bit. He tells me 
he’s observed 16 people following this pattern. In fact, a month 
later I find out that he can still describe, in detail, all the people he 
watched that day. 

Royal is a man for whom perceptions, patterns, and rules are 
unusually important, not just for his work as a scientist, but also in 
his personal life. 

As far back as he can remember, Royal says, the realm of social 
interactions and of the emotions has been a mystery to him — and 
a source of anxiety, although he didn’t know to describe his feelings 
as such. “I knew I had difficulty relating to people on some level, 
especially with peers, and my interests were very different from my 
peers’,” he says. 

His story of how he became interested in neuroscience makes 
a good example of what is different about Royal. “My fascination 
[with neuroscience] goes back to 198� — I was 10 years old — when 
I saw the cartoon Transformers [a popular series about shape-chang-
ing robots]. In one episode, a Transformer was damaged in such a 
way that its wiring was exposed and frayed. Later in the episode, the 
Transformer was seen being repaired. In my mind, the wires were 
the robotic equivalent of a nervous system, and to reconnect the 
wires was to regain/reclaim functionality; it was a completely novel 
and fascinating thought for me.”

At Sewanee, he found a congenial atmosphere for pursuing his 
interests; he double majored in biology and psychology, and almost 
completed a third major in chemistry as well. He studied all of these 
fields because of his interest in neuroscience. “I was able to study as 
much as I wanted without a lot of distraction,” he says. “The students 
I hung out with were serious about their studies. The class size was 
a good ratio for me.” 

He worked on research projects with biology professors Jon Evans 

dAVid rOyAL, C’99
Answers to life-long questions

I’m sitting in Fido, a funky little café near Vanderbilt University, 
talking with David Royal, C’99 — a newly minted Vanderbilt Ph.D. 
in neuroscience — about his research, so I suppose I should have 
been prepared for an unconventional conversation. 

Slender and buzz-cut, wearing a Sewanee baseball cap and dark 
glasses, he still looks like a college undergraduate. His dissertation 
research was a study in how the brain processes visual information. 
Specifically, he looked at the role of the lateral geniculate nucleus 
(LGN), a part of the brain that has been viewed as a passive relay 
station for moving perceptions from the eyes to the visual cortex. 
His aim was to show that the LGN actually has a more integrative 
function.

What does that mean? A quick experiment, he says, will help 
make it clear. 

He holds up his two index fingers on either side of his face, and 
tells me to look first at one finger then the other, back and forth, 
as fast as possible. 

After a few seconds, he tells me to stop. Then he asks me if I had 
noticed anything strange. “No,” I say, puzzled. All I saw was his two 
index fingers; everything else was a blur. “I was sticking my tongue 
out at you,” he says. “You were?” I say, wondering if anybody else in 
this crowded café had observed that odd little interaction. 

In the lab, he did a much more refined version of the experi-
ment he just conducted in the café, using macaque monkeys and a 
bunch of computers and monitors and machinery of various kinds 
to detect the signals passing through the monkeys’ LGNs as their eyes 
focused on light cues. He ended up showing that, yes, the LGN does 

“I’ve come to realize 
there were other people 
out there like myself. 

Had I known I was not so unique, 
I would have felt less lonely.”
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and David Haskell, who remember him as an unusually dedicated 
and mature student. He was a computer consultant in the dorms 
(which, by the way, helped him get a job working for Alltel on Y2K 
issues right after he graduated, in December 1998). 

But on Friday nights, when other students 
were at parties or other social events, he went to 
the computer lab or the roof of Woods Lab, and 
studied, by himself. “I was the most comfortable 
when I was there,” he says. He found socializing 
with groups “distracting, fatiguing, anxiety-
inducing.” “It is less taxing to track, monitor, 
and predict the behavior of a small number of 
people,” he explains. 

Even in the class context, he developed 
coping mechanisms. If a professor used visual 
materials while lecturing, Royal was unable to 
process any information; the simultaneous au-
ditory and visual input clashed, canceling each 
other out in his mind. So, he would close his 
eyes and focus only on listening. All the while, 
he was thinking about problems and making 
connections in his own way. “Something that 
distinguished [Royal] academically,” says Professor Haskell, “is that 
he could see a problem, and then turn it around and think of it in an 
abstract way, to get a new perspective on it. He was not constrained 
by one way of looking at things.”

Yet Royal was deep into his dissertation research on the workings 
of the brain before he started to discover why his brain functions 
differently than most. He was diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome, 
a neurological condition often described as being on the “high-
functioning” end of the autism spectrum, and characterized by many 
of the symptoms Royal had experienced: fixation on a single topic; 
problems interacting with others socially and emotionally; routines 
and ritual behaviors; unusual sensitivity to sensory stimuli. 

Royal says that his graduate-school mentor, Vivien Casagrande, 
was the first person he knew who started helping him see that he 
was not alone in his difficulties. She observed that both Royal and 
a postdoctoral student working in her lab had some unusual abili-
ties (in computation and mechanics, for example, in Royal’s case) 
but also some extraordinary social inabilities. “They had difficulty 
picking up normal social cues in the lab, and this was sometimes not 
interpreted well by the other person,” she says. “For me, the best way 
to describe it is high IQ but low EQ. He is likable, but doesn’t get 
the full picture of what it takes to be successful socially.”

The Asperger’s diagnosis has been a breakthrough for Royal. “For 
myself, having answers to personal life-long, yet unasked, questions 
comes as a great relief. Feeling one’s own uniqueness, absent insight, 
is disturbing,” he says. 

It’s also a motivation for the next step in his journey as a scientist. 
This fall, he started postdoctoral research at the Vanderbilt Ken-
nedy Center, an interdisciplinary research, training, diagnosis, and 

treatment institute for disorders of thinking, learning, perception, 
communication, mood, and emotion. He will be studying one of 
the mysteries of the brain that has plagued him: How does the brain 
synthesize multiple sensory perceptions? Because Royal himself ex-

periences a clash between the visual and auditory senses, he is eager 
to help find out more about this little-understood area of brain 
functioning. “Our research has ramifications for the understanding 
and treatment of autism, ADHD, and dyslexia,” he explains. 

In fact, a simple test that they have developed to show how the 
brain synthesizes auditory and visual information has been reveal-
ing for Royal. The subject sits at a computer monitor, focused on 
a dot on the screen. The computer then flashes two visual stimuli, 
one above and one below the original point, and separated by small 
time intervals. This test is conducted again and again, with the 
time intervals gradually decreasing, until the subject can no longer 
recognize the order in which the flashes occurred. When the visual 
stimuli are accompanied by sound, however, the interval at which 
a subject can recognize in which order they appeared shrinks even 
more. In other words, most people become even more acute in their 
perceptions when visual and auditory cues are combined. 

For Royal, however, adding sound makes his perceptions less 
acute. “My passion for the work has personal meaning,” he says. 
“I’ve known for a long time that I’ve had this conflict, but to have it 
revealed by a simple test is very interesting to me.” 

For most of his life, he says, he has felt alone, unique in his dif-
ficulties and differences. Now he’s eager to tell others — especially 
Sewanee students — about the experience of Asperger’s. “I’ve come 
to realize there were other people out there like myself, and you can 
find your place easily at Sewanee. Had I known at Sewanee that I 
was not so unique, I would have felt less lonely. I might have opened 
myself to other opportunities. Still, I had a tremendous time; it was 
one of the best times of my life. I just didn’t know how to approach 
life as well as I do now.” — Laura Barlament

DaviD royaL
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C O m P L e t e

NATURALIST
Harry Yeatman, professor emeritus of 
biology and lifetime student of nature, 
will turn your idea of work on its head.

B Y  D R E W  P H I L L I P S ,  C ’ 0 6


T hese are the two best things that ever happened to Sewanee: 

the first was admitting co-eds,” said Harry Yeatman, profes-
sor emeritus of biology, when he came by Fulford Hall to pick 

me up and take me out to his house for an interview this summer. He 
had celebrated his 90th birthday just a few weeks earlier. “The second 
was building that gym [the Fowler Center]. I go three times a week. For 
free.” He finished this declaration with a smile that let me know I was in 
for many more surprises that Friday afternoon. 

Yeatman’s 31 years as a professor and 56 as a resident make him some-
thing of an authority on Sewanee — one subject among the myriad he’s 
mastered during a lifetime of research and teaching. “He is, to my mind, 
the epitome of the complete naturalist,” says Mary Patten Priestley, C’72, 
director of the Sewanee Herbarium. “He knows a lot about everything in 
nature and takes delight in sharing his passion with everyone.”

A sketch of young Harry: born Henry Clay Yeatman Jr. in 1916; raised 
on a farm near Columbia, Tennessee, by descendents of prominent 
Southern families (Harry’s great-grandfather, Lucius Polk, was a brother 
of Leonidas Polk, one of the founders of this University); supplied with 
science books by his mother, a high school teacher; received his bachelor’s 
(in zoology) and master’s (zoology with a minor in botany) from the 
University of North Carolina; served in World War II as a staff sergeant 
medic; cannot remember ever saluting or drilling (“None of that crap. I 
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was the only one who could fill out reports in my company. I went 
out to catch butterflies on Okinawa, dodging bullets.”); published 
two papers on cyclopoid copepods, microscopic marine organisms, 
during the war; taught at Chapel Hill where he met his wife, Jean, 
while working on his Ph.D. (she is also a botanist, and a mushroom 
expert); began teaching in Sewanee in 1950. Now take a breath. 
We’ve got 56 more years to cover.

“I’ve known Sewanee since 1928, since I went to Camp Robin 
Wood [which was located on Sherwood Road]. That’s ‘Wood’ 
with a ‘w,’ not ‘Hood’ like the story,” he said as we hit Highway 
156, headed toward the Yeatman house, Cloudcroft. Yeatman 
drives a silver Chevy Aveo with a blanket covering the back seat 
for his traveling companion, a Rhodesian ridgeback named Miss 
Awesome Joy. “Anyhow, I know it from back then. My folks were 
staunch Episcopalians, but I know less about Episcopalianism than 
a Presbyterian.” 

He laughed and continued, “But it is important, and I think it’s 
a loving, helpful type of religion and you should enjoy it. Growing 
up, I was part of a service league at St. Peter’s in Columbia, started by 
Tom Carruthers’ wife, Ellen Douglas Carruthers. When she started 
the service league, she threw a wild party. She bought the town out 
of orange soda. We played a game where the girls sat blindfolded 

in a circle, and the boys were milling around and they would kiss 
the girls and the girls had to guess which boy it was. And they could 
— if they had kissed him before. It was a wild party. I’d never known 
a service league to have one like that before.” After only a few min-
utes, it was clear that Yeatman did not readily forget anything. After 
spending a few hours with him, it seemed that he didn’t possess that 
particular human trait. Yeatman’s storytelling reminded me of a 
Native American fiddle player who, legend has it, played for two 
days straight and never fiddled the same tune twice. 

“There’s something about Harry that is instantly grabbing,” 
said George Ramseur, professor emeritus of biology. “I never 
knew what that was until I heard him tell a story. I know now that 
it’s his absolute, 100 percent sincerity. He sees the world like it is 
and tells it like it is, no polish. Straight out of the world, do you 
understand? He’s what you call an old-school naturalist, very aware 
of the world around him. He even published an article about In-
dian arrowheads.”

Pulling onto the gravel road toward Cloudcroft, he recalled 
every name, and every event that took place along the way. In less 
than a minute, he had pointed to a lake, his swimming hole, ex-
plained to me the process by which he purifies it (with ultraviolet, 
not chlorine), and expounded upon the history of its name, Eva 

Shortly after Harry and Jean Yeatman moved to Sewanee in 1950, they introduced a pet skunk to a friend about his size. 
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his great-uncle, Thomas Yeatman, who traveled to France to enlist 
its support for the Confederacy during the Civil War and stayed 
there afterward, marrying a Frenchwoman and founding a dynasty 
of Yeatmans in France, including a granddaughter who married a 
grandson of Gustav Eiffel.

In a narrow hallway sat a bobcat skin tacked onto a board. Like 
all of Yeatman’s many specimens, it had “an interesting story.” 

“We have cats,” he said. “One cat, a Himalayan, had three kit-
tens, and afterwards slept in the yard while it was recovering. Then 
it disappeared. We figured a bobcat had taken it, so Jean says to a 
man who was working around our property, ‘If you see a bobcat, 
shoot it,’ not really expecting anything. But two days later, plop.” 

The family portraits and bobcat skin made a good prelude to 
his workroom, which we then entered. Picture the cliché study of 
the Romantic mad scientist: the 18-foot-tall bookshelves, giant 
desk covered in papers and open books. Now compact the size of 
that room by 75 percent, lower the ceiling by 10 feet, cram over 
300 stuffed wildlife specimens in it, along with all of the books 
and papers, and then you begin to see the study of Professor Harry 
Yeatman (who is not a mad scientist).

Across from a couch, which had not been sat upon for years due 
to the mass of animals and books on it, was a table with predatory 
birds posed in lifelike stances atop its surface. He showed me one 
of his barn owls (Tyto alba). “Whenever I give talks,” he said, “I say 

(for the mother of a man who retired nearby with his family, whose 
wife developed pancreatic cancer and died before she could see her 
daughter marry a man descended from a Confederate general). 

“When I was about to go to Sewanee to teach,” said Ramseur, 
“one of my professors at the University of North Carolina said that 
Yeatman had the most photographic memory of anyone he’d ever 
known, which was odd, because this particular man had the most 
photographic memory that I had ever known.”

When tenured in 1960, Yeatman became the William Kenan 
Professor of Biology, and taught several zoology courses, com-
parative anatomy, vertebrate embryology, histology, parasitology, 
ecology, general botany, and others. That same year, his definition 
of “cyclopoida” was included in the McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science 
and Technology. A year before, he published an ornithological article 
on grackles. A year later, his second child, Jean, was born. In 1967, 
he served as a visiting professor of marine biology at the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science. In between then and his retirement 
in 1981, he wrote prolifically and impacted generations of Sewanee 
graduates. 

A fter driving past pastures and horse stables, we pulled 
up to Cloudcroft, greeted by Miss Awesome Joy as well as the 

neighbors’ standard poodle, covered up to its belly in mud. An old 
dinner bell stood before the front door. 

Cloudcroft is as much a headquarters as it is a home. One look 
around covers multiple habitats — pastures, thick woods, ponds 
— which explain the abundance of wildlife the Yeatmans see at 
their home.

And the study of nature is certainly a partnership with them. 
A quarter century since Yeatman retired (not because he wanted 
to — at the time, University policy required retirement at age 65), 
he and Jean lead community nature walks; give naturalist talks at 
local summer camps, and community and University events; and 
co-write a section of the Sewanee Mountain Messenger called “Nature 
Notes.” 

“It’s a way of life,” said Jean Yeatman. “I went out to one of my 
flowers this morning, and there was a grey tree frog. So when Harry 
woke up I said, ‘Here’s a surprise.’ We’ll be sitting on the porch and 
he’ll say ‘Do you hear that barred owl?’ and I’ll hear it and a wood 
thrush. We’ll go back and forth. … It’s just a way of life for us.” 

He led me to the back porch, where, besides Jean riding by 
below on a lawn mower and a content cat sitting in a deck 

chair, one could see Lost Cove. One could see a lot of Lost Cove, 
in fact, and northern Alabama. And, as Yeatman was quick to point 
out, it’s all teeming with life.

“You can still find shark teeth and coral there,” he said, referring 
to the cove’s past life as a prehistoric ocean.

As we walked through the house to his basement workroom, 
Yeatman pointed out family portraits dating back to the early 19th 
century and recited a history with each one — such as the story of 
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it looks like a hook-nosed old woman with a hood on. I said that 
at a talk I gave the old folks.” He grinned. “Some people call them 
senior citizens. I just say ‘old folks.’”

Scattered around were the whittled pieces of Styrofoam that he 
uses to mount birds. He has preserved so many, he said, that he 
can carve the necessary piece just by hearing the name of the species 
and its approximate age.

“Taking off the skin is like taking off a glove. Oh, here’s some-
thing interesting,” he said, picking up a little jar with a few things 
that looked like colorless prunes floating in formaldehyde. “When 
you skin a hummingbird, you can perform a brain operation.” 

He pointed out a red shouldered hawk, killed in the nearby 
community of Midway. “Wanita Barry called me up saying, ‘I’m so 
sick I killed this hawk,’ and I said, ‘We’ll perpetuate it.’”

In case you were wondering, Yeatman would never pick up a 
specimen and say, “This is just a boring old indigo bunting. I can’t 
even remember where I got it.” No — he knows the exact history 
of every specimen, some of which date back 70 years. “Everything 
has a life history,” he said. “I’m an individualist. And birds are 
individuals.” 

Far beyond his years in the classroom, he has spread his joy 
in nature and his knowledge of it to students and community 
members alike. 

“Anyone who has a question about ecology or natural history 

of the Cumberland Plateau knows that Dr. Yeatman is the one 
to ask,” says Bert Harris, C’06. “His love of the natural world is 
contagious.” Harris received the Yeatman Award at commencement 
this past May, a prize funded by alumni to honor Yeatman and the 
students who follow in his footsteps by showing “leadership and 
inspiration in the study of biology.” More recently, Julius Mullins, 
C’72, established another endowed fund named for Harry Yeat-
man, which allows students to work together with Sewanee biology 
faculty during paid summer research internships. 

Harris, who is working on an ornithology study in Ecuador now 
and plans to earn a Ph.D. in ornithology, said that as he worked 
late in the Landscape Analysis Lab in the basement of Woods Lab, 
Yeatman would occasionally drop by, and the two would look over 
his photographs of local wildlife — mating copperheads, an enor-
mous variety of birds. “It is now my goal to someday know half as 
much about nature as Dr. Yeatman does!” says Harris.

Here’s the point where I could mention the humanitarian 
work he’s done by assisting Iran and other countries with 

their efforts to contain populations of copepods that carry guinea 
worm larvae. I could mention that he has worked for the Centers for 
Disease Control, the World Health Organization, and the Southeast 
Asia Treaty Organization, training scientists in copepod identifica-
tion to prevent the spread of parasitic worms and disease; that he still 
dissects copepods under the microscope. But he didn’t mention any 
of this until the end of our visit, and then only in passing. 

“We all lead a double life,” he said, then handed me a collection 
of articles about his copepod studies. Not that he wasn’t proud of 
them or that they didn’t interest him, but that it had been written 
about. He was more interested in telling me about the Southeast 
Asian scientist he corresponded with, and trained in copepod 
identification; the picture of him and his brother sitting atop a 
porpoise that had washed up on the beaches of Pass Christian, Mis-
sissippi, taken during a family vacation in the 1920s; how his son, 
Henry Clay Yeatman III, is in the Who’s Who of America with him this 
year (“for engineering, doggone it”) — the stories that you haven’t 
heard, the ones that only Harry Yeatman can tell you, because the 
only place to find them is in his memory. Look at his specimens 
without him there — his snakes are on display at duPont Library 
— and you glean only a fraction of their history. He claims that 
preserving the animals and their stories is how he atones for their 
deaths, and it is a philosophy he extends to all facets of his life, to 
honor the blessings of friends and family.

As we left his home, he said, “I’m gonna ring this bell,” and he 
did. It was crafted in New York around the turn of the century, 
from what I can read on the side. “This is the bell that used to 
call all of us in to dinner. That was back when we used to make 
homebrew. We’d use old soda bottles to put it in. It was my job to 
cap the bottles.” 

When you meet a man like Harry Yeatman, your whole idea of 
work gets turned around. n

Harry and Jean Yeatman’s home at Cloudcroft overlooks Lost Cove. 
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comfort. That’s why their ob-
servations and discoveries are 
published almost immediate-
ly, via the Internet. Once one 
person discovers an object, 
noting its orbit, others make 
fresh observations and update 
the initial orbital data. 

But those two publica-
tions were not all Hardage 
and Duke achieved during 
their first few days as college 
students. They also discov-
ered an asteroid. All of this 
happened on Thursday night 
after Durig’s freshman piz-
za party in the observatory. 
Hardage and Duke returned 
Saturday night, not only ful-
filling all their observatory 
requirements for the semester 
when it had just begun, but 
also making observations of 
a comet that were published 
in the weekly Observations of 
Comets from the Minor Planet 
Center.

Durig, who has a Ph.D. in chemistry, has 
been teaching astronomy at Sewanee for the 
last 20 years and has constantly worked on 
refining his observation techniques, so that 
now, he says, “one third to one half of the 
time, we discover something new.” 

In class on September 1, just a week 
after Hardage and Duke’s first publica-
tions, Durig mentions an e-mail he sent 
the students that morning announcing 
another new comet discovery. “You could 
image it at about 10 to midnight tonight,” 
he encourages them. “This is a chance 
to image a new comet. You could help to 
update the orbit.” 

But that day’s main lesson is about lunar 
and solar eclipses. Not only does he explain 
how they happen, drawing charts on the 
board, but he also shows them time-lapse 

photos of eclipses he observed, including 
two of the rare total solar eclipses. “It is 
an eerie feeling, to have it turn dark and 
dusky in the middle of the day. You can see 
the planets in the daytime. It’s an awesome 
effect to stand in the shadow. The tempera-
ture drops by 10 to 15 degrees. The wind 
picks up, from the temperature difference. 
Animals go through their nocturnal rou-
tines. In Mexico, we saw all the sea birds 
flying in to shore. But five minutes later, 
the eclipse was over, and they all turned back 
around and flew out to sea.” 

At the end of class, Durig uses the astro-
nomical computer program called Voyager 
to search for the dates of the next solar 
eclipse that will be visible from Sewanee. It 
reveals that a near-total eclipse will occur on 
August 21, 2017. “We have a grand reunion 
of all my astronomy students planned that 
day,” he declares, “and you’re invited.”  n

Of Course   

Physics 250: Our Place in the Solar System 

Professor Doug Durig has been telling his 
classes for years that Pluto is not really a 
planet. 

This Advent semester, just two days 
before the first class meeting of Physics 
250: Our Place in the Solar System, the 
International Astronomical Union showed 
its overwhelming support for Durig’s view, 
and relegated Pluto — along with several 
other wanna-be planets — to the new status 
of dwarf planet. 

“They just corrected an error made 75 
years ago, when they first called it a planet,” 
said Durig one afternoon in the observa-
tory at the top of Carnegie. He handed me 
a fuzzy copy of the original Lowell Observatory 
Observation Circular announcing “The Dis-
covery of a Solar System Body Apparently 
Trans-Neptunian,” published by V. M. 
Slipher on March 13, 1930. Durig gives 
this to his class every year to show them 
that even the discoverer of Pluto did not 
consider it a planet; “dwarf planet” is just 
a new name for “trans-Neptunian object,” 
the descriptor Slipher used. 

But Durig and his students generally do 
not dwell on the past. Durig’s introductory 
astronomy course gives students unusual 
opportunities to participate in a scientific 
community that is constantly making dis-
coveries and sharing information. 

In fact, not only did Durig hand out 
Slipher’s 1930 circular about Pluto on the 
first day of class; he also distributed two 
issues of the Minor Planet Electronic Circular, 
published that very morning, reporting 
on the observations of two near-Earth 
objects (NEOs, i.e., asteroids and comets 
in Earth’s neighborhood) by D. S. Hard-
age and J. E. Duke — better known as Scott 
and Jason, two Sewanee freshmen sitting in 
class that day. 

Yes, while most good citizens are in bed 
asleep, astronomers (and a few students) 
are keeping track of what’s flying around 
in outer space that might get too close for 
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My Sewanee Calling

Sabbaticals provide liberal-arts education for a scientist
By John Bordley

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  3 4

When I came to Sewanee in 1970 to 
teach chemistry, I discovered that 

my colleagues Frank Hart in physics and 
Jim Lowe in chemistry had made a bet 
about which of them would take more 
sabbatical leaves during their careers at 
Sewanee. Right then and there, I de-
cided I would join the contest. During 
my 36 years at Sewanee, I have taken 
my leaves every seventh year religiously, 
except for once, when I delayed it by a 
year because my son was a senior in high 
school. That long-ago wager has led me 
down some unusual paths, giving me 
opportunities to extend myself in the 
spirit of the liberal arts nature of this 
very place, and to give back more than 
the University ever expected when I was 
first hired as a chemistry professor.

My first sabbatical was in 1976–77, 
when I moved my family to Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee, for the year. The University 
paid my salary for one semester, and 
the Southern College University Union 
(SCUU) paid the rest of my salary, as 
I was the resident director of SCUU’s 
program at the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory. What was unique about the 
leave was that I spent the year working on 
microcomputer interfacing, both hard-
ware and software. I really knew nothing 
about the field, and I still wonder at 
times where I ever got the idea. However, 
after returning to Sewanee, I taught 
a course on computer interfacing for 
about five years, so the school profited 

quite a bit from my experience.
My next leave (1983–85) lasted two 

years. It was not technically a sabbatical, 
because I worked full time for the Uni-
versity of Maryland, teaching computer 
science courses to American soldiers 
and their dependents at military bases 
in Germany. Again, my family went with 
me. I was able to be of particular help 
to the University of Maryland because 
they decided to start using HP-3000 
computers at the bases where I taught 
most frequently, and this computer 
was the one I had had experience with 
at Sewanee. When I returned to the 
Mountain, I added an upper-level 
course on computer architecture — i.e., 

the hardware side of computer science 
— to my course offerings, besides the 
introductory computer science I had 
already been teaching. 

The third sabbatical leave (1991–92) 
was really rather strange, because I was 
director of academic computing at 
Sewanee, teaching one computer sci-
ence course and one chemistry course 
each year. In addition, two other fac-
ulty members (Pradip Malde of the art 
department and Janet Schrenk, former 
member of the chemistry department) 
and I had received a grant from the 
National Science Foundation to develop 
a chemistry and art course. During 
the spring semester, I attended several 
workshops: one on color theory, one 
on papermaking, and one on fusing 
and slumping glass. These were all new 
topics for me, but all have been used in 
the chemistry and art class that I have 
now taught every year since 1993.

My fourth sabbatical leave (1998–99) 
took place during the second semester at 
Western Michigan University in Kalam-
azoo, in the paper and printing science 
department. Again, I knew very little 
about papermaking and printing, but I 
was able to bring back to the University 
and to the chemistry and art class many 
practical ideas. A unit on printmaking 
had been planned for the course, but 
it had never been taught until I took 
this leave.

A long-ago wager  
has led me down  

some unusual paths. 
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Call and Response

William M. Spencer III, c’41

When William M. Spencer 
III, C’�1, looks at a crystal, 
his face shows boyish excite-

ment. On a low table outside his office 
door, part of his collection is on display. 
Between two glass obelisks and a gigantic 
polished half of a geode are stones he 
gathered on international travel and 
domestic treks. He is particularly en-
thusiastic about the crystalline forms 
— cubes of iron pyrite, a piece formed 
like an elaborate golden medallion. 
“Some people call that a Rose of Sha-
ron,” he explains.

He picks up a rock with embedded 
opal shining like a piece of polished sky 
and admires its color. “A crystal forms 
in a sphere and refracts the light; that’s 
what gives it its color, just like droplets 
in a rainbow,” he says.

Bill Spencer’s life, like the opal, 
seems to have a circular inner structure 
— stories that pop up in childhood, 
go underground, then come back up 
again, burnished by experience. His 

latest business success is the story of his 
involvement in a company that develops 
drugs by understanding, significantly, 
crystalline structures. That story weaves 
several parts of his life together — the 
lifelong collector of rocks, the boy who 
built a still to find medicines in backyard 
plants, and the budding doctor who left 
medical school to join the Marine Corps 
but never left behind an urge to help 
people. And that story cycle intersects 
with Spencer’s Sewanee story, which 
begins with attending the University 
of the South as an undergraduate, and 
has continued over the years since his 
graduation with many return visits 
— significantly in 2006 to make a mag-
nificent contribution of $6 million 
toward a new science building.

Get on with It!
Spencer thought long and hard about 
the gift. “I wanted to make this gift 
now for three reasons,” he says. “First, 
Warren Buffett said that he wanted to 

make contributions while he was alive 
so he could see that the work gets done. 
Sewanee has been talking about this 
science building for so long that I just 
wanted to help you get on with it. 

“Second, it will help people. I know 
that this building will be very important 
in the lives of students.

“Third, I want to support centers of 
excellence that do something in a way 
that others have not thought about. This 
is similar to the way we have helped sup-
port the Birmingham Museum of Art. 
We had the opportunity to purchase a 
collection of Vietnamese ceramics. Our 
wonderful curator said that it would 
fit well with our current collection, so 
I helped purchase it. We can’t be all 
things as a small museum, but we can 
really do this well, better than almost 
anyplace else.

“I think of Sewanee and science in 
the same way. It is important to think 
of science as a realm of the liberal arts. 
Sewanee can teach science in a way other 
colleges can’t, and we have the opportu-
nity to create a center of excellence and 
take advantage of our strengths. I am also 
worried about Sewanee’s competition. 
Other colleges are way ahead of us on 
having science facilities that are attractive 
to students and professors. If we want 
to have great science programs and take 
advantage of how we are already excel-
lent, we need to get this done.”

A Sewanee Calling
As a boy growing up Alabama, Spencer 
spent many hours in activities imagina-
tively connected to chemistry. When he 
was about 12 years old, he experimented 
with extracting oils out of locally avail-
able plants. Noticing that certain weeds 
had aromatic smells, he wondered where 
those scents came from and to what 
uses they could be put. “So I rigged up 
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As of October 2, The Sewanee 
Call campaign had reached 
$141 million.

a still out of an iron pipe, put all kinds 
of weeds and flowers in it, and set it on 
a steam pipe. The steam would basically 
cook what was inside the pipe, and then 
condense it into little bottles. I had 
bottles of the stuff all over the place.”

This childhood enthusiasm circled 
back around in college, where Spencer 
majored in science and served as a lab 
assistant to chemistry professor Roy 
Benton Davis. But for Spencer, college 
meant more than gaining expertise in a 
chosen discipline. “One of the things 
that was reinforced at Sewanee was how 
to live,” he says. “We were studying John 
Ruskin one time, and a passage got my 
attention. It was about how a gentleman 
never makes another uncomfortable in 

his presence. … That idea was very much 
a part of being at Sewanee. We made a 
point to speak to everyone. Sewanee 
people form a lifelong bond, and even if 
we never met, we have a connection.”

Growing Up Fast
Spencer claims he didn’t learn that 
much chemistry in college — only 
enough to make soap out of baking soda 
and grease. His other claim to chemistry 
fame is a shrimp cocktail recipe that was 
published in Southern Living. Despite these 

modest claims to chemical — or at least 
culinary — success, Spencer puts his 
college experience in a different focus. 
“What I really learned at Sewanee was 
how to grow up,” he says.

After Sewanee, Spencer had to grow 
up fast. At the insistence of Professor 
Davis, Spencer entered medical school 
at the University of Pennsylvania. But 
early in his studies, a gruesome en-
counter with a patient’s gangrenous toe 
convinced him that he needed to look 
elsewhere for a career. That December, 
he signed up for the Marine Corps. 
“They told me I would see lots of worse 
things in the Marine Corps than I ever 
would in medical school,” he says, “and 
they were right.”

Spencer was part of the first am-
phibious landing on a fortified island, 
Tarawa, a bloody invasion that launched 
congressional investigations. Then he 
was part of the invasion of Saipan and 
Tinian, where U.S. forces set up the 
airstrip for the Enola Gay and other B-29s 
that bombed Japan. 

Spencer was then in the occupying 
force in Japan, assessing Japanese 
defenses in Kyushu and observing first-
hand the damage in Nagasaki. He came 
home from the war eager to return to a 
settled life. 

Ball Bearings and 
Bird-Flu Drugs
After marrying a hometown girl and 
completing an MBA from Harvard 
Business School, Spencer returned to 
Birmingham to discover that another 
Sewanee friend, Caldwell Marks, C’�2, 
was looking for opportunity.

“We bought a hardware company to-
gether, the Owen Richards Company,” 
Spencer says. “The owner had been 
hoping that his son would take over the 
business, but he was killed in the war. He 

Sewanee has been 
talking about 

this science building 
for so long 

that I just wanted 
to help you 

get on with it. 
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wanted to bring in veterans, as a tribute 
to his son. Our great success was a line 
of bearings that were unbeatable. About 
that time, a lot of factories were changing 
from the old-style bearing to what they 
called frictionless bearings. And we also 
had a good line of v-belts. Companies 
were also changing from the old flat belts 
to the v-belts, because they were so much 
more efficient. So we started specializing 
in bearings and belts.”

They expanded the business, finally 
going public with it under the name 
Motion Industries. In the 1980s, the 
partners sold Motion Industries to 
Genuine Parts. That might have been 
the crowning achievement of a bril-
liant career, but Spencer wasn’t quite 
finished.

After his retirement, he helped to put 
together financing for a company based 
on research being done at the University 
of Alabama in Birmingham. Through 
those researchers, he met some scientists 
at the Southern Research Institute who 
were studying the crystalline structure of 
the enzyme PNP. 

Because PNP breaks down medicines 
in the body, large doses of chemotherapy 
are needed to overcome PNP’s actions. 
“They said, ‘If we know the structure 
[of PNP], we can design a drug that 
can be administered in smaller doses,’” 
Spencer says. “This interested me.” He 
worked with them to form a new com-
pany, Biocryst. “We’ve done pretty well. 
We have an anti-rejection drug, a leu-
kemia drug, and a bird-flu drug. Our 
bird-flu drug is really effective against 
many strains of flu, and it’s cheaper to 
manufacture.”

Crystals. Helping people. The opal 
in Spencer’s office gleams like a piece 
of polished sky.

A New Beginning
At Sewanee, Vice Chancellor Cun-
ningham addressed the College of 

Arts and Sciences at the 2005–06 
opening convocation. Cunningham is 
ebullient about prospects for the new 
science building, especially because of 
the Spencer gift, which had remained 
anonymous until that moment. 

“The plan was for Bill Spencer to 
be our surprise speaker today.” Cun-
ningham told the audience. “In his 
characteristically modest way, he had in 
mind speaking as just one representa-
tive of the thousands of Sewanee Call 
campaign donors. Here’s what Spencer 
wanted to say, three points, from the 
heart and on behalf of all his fellow 
donors:

‘1. Thank you to all of you students, 
faculty, staff, parents, alumni, and 
friends who are making this institution 
great through your hard work and your 
devotion and generosity. Our gifts are 
for you and for those who will follow 
you here.

‘2. We donors to the Sewanee Call 
campaign are giving because we love 
this extraordinary place. We are grate-
ful for the difference it has made in our 
lives and the lives of those we love, and 
we want the University of the South to 
thrive and to continue to prepare its 
students extraordinarily well. We are 
thrilled to be able to see the results of our 
gifts. Gifts to Sewanee really work.

‘3. We believe the University of the 
South is one of the best possible invest-
ments we can make in the future of our 
country and the world.’” 

With that announcement, the circular 
story has an end and a new beginning. 
Thanks to Spencer’s gift and vision, new 
generations of Sewanee students will, 
like Spencer himself, learn to grow up, 
with all the sacrifice and adventure and 
generosity that implies. n

Like to try Bill Spencer’s shrimp cocktail 

recipe? Go to: <www.sewanee.edu/magazine/ 

webextras>.

I went on my fifth and most recent 
sabbatical leave during the last academic 
year. I was able to do some work on writ-
ing a textbook for the chemistry and art 
class, but I was also a full-time student at 
the Royal Carillon School in Mechelen, 
Belgium. I started playing the carillon 
at Sewanee in 2001, when there was no 
longer anyone playing our wonderful in-
strument. I had passed the advancement 
examination of the Guild of Carillon-
neurs in North America in 2003, but 
I wanted to gain more experience and 
breadth. I studied performance, com-
position, and campanology (the study 
of the history and technical aspects of 
bells), and received a certificate “with 
distinction.” The experience from this 
leave should allow me to be of service to 
Sewanee for many more years, long after 
I retire from regular teaching. Being 63 
now, I figure I should be able to play the 
carillon for at least another 20 years. 
And Sewanee has one of the best caril-
lons in the U.S., if not the world. 

So, who won the contest? Despite 
my best efforts, it looks like Frank Hart 
will, because he has at least one more 
leave planned, and Jim has retired. Will 
I manage to take one more leave? Maybe. 
Maybe not. n

Besides teaching chemistry and related courses and 
playing the carillon, John Bordley plays bassoon in the 
University orchestra and the organ at Otey Parish. 

c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3 1
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On sabbatical at the University of Wollon-
gong, New South Wales, Australia, for the 
past academic year, biology professor Nancy 
Berner not only learned new lab techniques 
for lipid analysis, which she needed for 
her ongoing work on seasonal metabolic 
changes in Eastern red-spotted newts. 
She also applied them in working with a 
new kind of animal — a burrowing frog. It 
lives in arid northern Australia and 
is active only three months out of the 
year, during the rainy season. The 
rest of its life is spent hibernating 
in a tiny mud burrow that becomes 
as hard as a brick during the long 
dry months. 

Berner had lipid samples from 
her newts shipped to Wollongong, 
where she learned analysis tech-
niques in the lab of A. J. Hulbert, 
professor of biological sciences and 
an expert in comparative physiology 
as well as lipid metabolism and bio-
chemistry. These newts are amazing 
animals in their own way, as they 
are active in both the winter and the 
summer, despite the fact that they 
are cold-blooded. For several years 
now, Berner has been on the trail 
of understanding how these newts 
keep active in the cold months. In 
Australia, she was able to confirm 
her hypothesis that the fats present in 
the newts’ cell membranes are differ-
ent (i.e., in a more liquid, polyunsaturated 
state) in the winter vs. the summer. 

Now she’s eager to incorporate what 
she learned in Wollongong (made pos-
sible in part by a faculty fellowship from 

the Appalachian College 
Association) into her 

research and teach-
ing at Sewanee. 
She’s already 
reworking her 
c o m p a r a t i v e 

physiology course 
into a more spe-

cialized course on 

animal environmental physiology and 
biochemistry, and is writing grant proposals 
to acquire equipment like the gas chro-
matograph she used in Hulbert’s lab. She 
has planned the next steps in her research 
and hopes to recruit several more Sewanee 
students as assistants. 

But, why should we care about the 
biochemistry of obscure animals like bur-

rowing frogs or Eastern red-spotted newts? 
One reason is that what happens on the 
cellular level in these animals affects their 
behavior, which is linked to climatic con-
ditions. Understanding the finely adapted 
systems of these amphibians thus contrib-
utes to understanding the much larger issue 
of global climate change. 

Or, maybe, when you break open a mud 
brick and find a live frog in it, the “wow” 
factor is reason enough. — Laura Barlament

Above: Professor Nancy Berner extracts an Aus-
tralian burrowing frog (shown at left) from the 
hardened mud in which it hibernates. 

New faculty join history, 
art, and Asian studies

Three new tenure-track faculty members 

started teaching in the College of Arts and 

Sciences this fall. 

In the history department, Liza McCahill 

(above right) is a specialist in early modern 

Europe, with a focus on cultural, intellectual, 

and institutional history, particularly in Renais-

sance Rome. She holds a B.A. from Yale and a 

Ph.D. from Princeton. This year she is teaching 

courses on Rome in the Renaissance; early 

modern courts; saints, witches, and heretics; 

and early modern cities, as well as portions 

of the humanities program.  

In the art department, Julie Püttgen 

(center) has a bachelor’s from Yale as well, in 

addition to an M.F.A. in drawing, painting, and 

printmaking from Georgia State University. Her 

specialties are painting, photography, interac-

tive installation, and book arts. She is teaching 

an interdisciplinary seminar in creativity for 

senior art majors and the whole sequence of 

drawing and painting classes.  

Sayumi Takahashi (left) has joined the 

Asian studies faculty to teach Japanese lan-

guage, literature, film, and popular culture; 

she specializes in 19th- and 20th-century 

Japanese literature, word and image studies, 

women’s studies, and gender theory. Her un-

dergraduate degree is from Princeton, and she 

expects to earn her Ph.D. from the University 

of Pennsylvania by December. 

Biologist applies new analysis skills to Australian amphibian
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“Sampling out here in January and Febru-
ary will be pretty cold,” says Elise Traversa, 
C’07, as she gazes across the Tracy City 
Reservoir on a golden late-summer after-
noon. She and fellow researcher Margaret 
Ann Benton, C’07, wade through mud, 
preparing to launch a small rowboat filled 
with plastic bottles and scientific equip-
ment. The sparkling water looks deceptively 
pure. “We’re in the middle of one of the 
worst droughts in �0 years,” Benton com-
ments. “The water level is down about 10 
feet, which means that the iron and man-
ganese concentrations will be even higher.” 
The two women row across the lake, using a 
GPS unit to precisely locate several sample 
areas. At each point, they take measure-
ments of water temperature and dissolved 
oxygen, as well as water samples for a third 
researcher, Anna Jones, C’06, to analyze 
in the laboratory.  

Although Traversa, Benton, and Jones 
are only undergraduates, they are lead-
ing an advanced, broad-scale, and timely 
research project with potentially major 
implications for Sewanee. Their project 
involves collaboration with Sewanee fac-
ulty and staff as well as state and local water 
resource scientists and officials.

Water is a precious resource on the 
Cumberland Plateau. Permeable bedrock 
prevents the formation of natural lakes, so 
plateau communities like Sewanee draw 
their water from man-made reservoirs. 
These reservoirs, however, contain high 
levels of iron and manganese, probably 
because of the chemical composition of the 
surrounding geology. This combination of 
factors may lead to a phenomenon known 
as a chemocline, which can severely limit 
water availability from reservoirs like Tracy 
City’s. Through their research, Traversa, 
Benton, and Jones have made themselves 

forestry and geology lab technician Nicole 
Nunley. “The beginning of the scientific 
research takes a while to do right, but it’s 
so interesting,” Benton says.

In summer 2006, Traversa temporarily 
left the chemocline project to participate 
in a National Science Foundation intern-
ship, and Anna Jones joined Benton to 
spend three months broadening the scope 
of their study. Benton and Jones expanded 
the study area to include Sewanee’s wa-
ter sources — Lakes Dimmick, Jackson, 
O’Donnell, and Cheston. 

“At first,” says Benton, “our only goal 
was to discover whether chemoclines were 
found in lakes other than Tracy City, 
in order to be sure that the iron and 
manganese came from local geology.” To 
the researchers’ surprise, however, they 
found that not only do chemoclines exist 
in Sewanee’s lakes, but the chemocline in 
Lake O’Donnell — Sewanee’s primary water 
source — is far more pronounced than the 
chemocline in the Tracy City Reservoir. 

The Reservoir Sleuths
Water study produces significant results, for Sewanee 
and for student researchers

the local chemocline specialists. 
“A chemocline is a chemical gradient in 

lake water,” Benton explains. “Concentra-
tions of iron and manganese increase with 
depth, so that the highest concentrations 
are at the bottom of the lake.” 

Because of the expense of treating 
water to remove iron and manganese, 
chemoclines effectively reduce the amount 
of water available for use. Water must be 
drawn from the top layers of the reservoir 
in a manner analogous to skimming cream 
from milk. “We don’t have as much water 
available as people generally believe,” says 
Deborah McGrath, assistant professor of 
biology and one of the project’s faculty 
advisors.  

Richard Urban, water pollution control 
officer for the Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation, brought 
the potential Tracy City Reservoir che-
mocline to McGrath’s attention. With 
McGrath’s guidance, Traversa — a chemistry 
and environmental studies double major 
— spent much of spring 2006 developing 
procedures for the study and securing a 
Conduff grant from the University to pur-
chase the research boat. Traversa selected 
Benton, a biology major and religion mi-
nor, as a co-researcher. Robert Bachman, 
associate professor of chemistry, also joined 
the project as a second faculty advisor.  

Before Traversa and Benton could begin 
their field research, they needed to become 
subject-matter experts. They spent hours 
reading background information about the 
geology and water systems of the plateau 
and conducting interviews with Sewanee 
faculty and staff, including geology profes-
sor Martin Knoll, forestry professor Ken 
Smith, University Domain Manager Rich-
ard Winslow, Sewanee Outing Program 
director and spelunker John Benson, and 
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The severe drought that the Sewanee area 
has undergone this summer has already 
forced draws from Lake Jackson, the backup 
for Lake O’Donnell. 

“If the drought continues, we could 
face a serious water problem,” McGrath 
says. “To complicate things even further, 
there will soon be a much greater demand 
on Sewanee’s water due to planned hous-
ing developments. We’ll have less available 
water and it will be much more expensive 
to treat.”  

Urban is very pleased with the students’ 
work. “The student researchers have al-
ready collected a considerable amount of 
data from the Tracy City Reservoir, which 
would never have been possible had the 
state department taken it on as a project,” 
he says. “Human activities on the plateau 
have far-reaching and often unanticipated 
consequences. We urgently need to develop 
more research and knowledge before the 
problems become overwhelming.”

This project is not just producing results 

for plateau communities, though; it has 
also had a profound effect on the student 
researchers themselves. All three agree that 
the independence and responsibility that 
comes with self-guided research helped 
them develop their scientific skills. “The 
research feels worthwhile,” says Benton. 
“Sewanee’s academic environment has 
helped us discover our interests, and our 
professors’ encouragement has kept us 
enthusiastic about our project.”

Before coming to Sewanee, Benton says, 
she could not have imagined performing 
such a high level of research as an under-
graduate. Although  she found the project 
intimidating at first, she has gained confi-
dence with experience and now dreams of 
a research career. “Research is not a boring 
job. It’s about learning things, trying to 
figure things out, doing different things 
every day,” Benton explains.

Benton believes that her work on the 
project has changed the way she thinks and 
approaches problems. “I never dreamed 

that I would be so interested in water chem-
istry,” Benton says with a smile. “But now, 
I’m out on the boat all the time. I’m crazy 
about water now — just ask my friends.”

Professors McGrath and Bachman 
have noticed this change and have been 
impressed with the students’ commitment, 
interest, and engagement. “I have watched 
my students blossom into researchers 
through their steady, responsible, and 
intuitive work,” says McGrath. 

And the work is not finished. “We’ll 
continue to take samples every month for 
the next year,” Traversa says. “We hope to 
expand our study to incorporate economic 
and environmental policy issues, and 
involve more students who have different 
areas of specialty,” Benton adds. 

When asked what she wants to do with the 
final results, Benton smiles broadly. “We’d 
love to publish a paper in a scientific jour-
nal,” she says. “It’s a dream.” The research 
findings have already drawn the attention 
of the Sewanee Utility District, and the stu-
dents will present their results to the SUD 
in fall 2006. Another extension of the 
study will involve biodiversity monitoring 
in the Fiery Gizzard State Natural Area, the 
drainage basin for the Tracy City Reservoir, 
in order to quantify the effects of elevated 
iron and manganese levels on the plants 
and animals of Fiery Gizzard.

Traversa, Benton, and Jones agree that 
through the collaborative nature of their 
project, they have gained not only research 
skills but also the ability to work effectively 
with others and coordinate a complex, 
multifaceted study. 

“It’s really exciting to get results,” Benton 
says. “I find our study fascinating, especially 
because of its practical application and the 
way that we’ve guided it ourselves.” 

— Natasha Cowie, C’07

Margaret Ann Benton and Elise Traversa, both 
C’07, take samples in the Tracy City Reservoir as 
part of their water quality project. 
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Hot summers like this year’s made South-
ern parents in the 19th century more 
inclined to send their children to schools 
“above the malaria and yellow fever line.” 
Sewanee was one of the few schools in the 
South that could make that claim, but no 
one really knew why towns like Sewanee 
managed to escape such illnesses. Who 
knew that a Sewanee graduate would help 
prove that mosquitoes were the carriers of 
those diseases, and that his untiring efforts 
at sanitation and mosquito control in Cuba 
and Panama would cut the death rate from 
all tropical diseases by hundreds of thou-
sands in that area, allowing Cuba to recover 
much faster from the Spanish-American 
War, and making it possible to build the 
Panama Canal?

Perhaps William Crawford Gorgas was 
destined to become the scientist to accom-
plish this feat. Yellow fever intertwined his 
entire life. 

To begin with, his parents met because 
of a yellow fever outbreak. His mother, 
Amelia Gayle, was the daughter of a former 
Alabama governor. When the disease came 
to Mobile, she was sent to the neighboring 
Army arsenal of Mount Vernon and met 
Josiah Gorgas, an ordnance expert from 
Pennsylvania, who was stationed there. 
They married, and Willie was born on 
October 3, 185�.

In 1869, Josiah Gorgas became head-
master of the Sewanee Grammar School, 
and Willie enrolled in the school’s second 

class. In the summer of 1870, Willie went 
to New Orleans to help out during a yellow 
fever epidemic. He saw firsthand yellow 
fever’s effects — the terrible physical suf-
fering; the “black vomit,” harbinger of 
death; the survivors’ terror, hardship, and 
grief. Two of the three students who went 
with him died. Willie promised he would 
find a way to eliminate yellow fever from 
the face of the Earth.

Willie entered the college in 1871 
(his father became vice chancellor of the 
University a year later), earning a B.A. in 
1875, with the second graduating class of 
Sewanee. His intention after college had al-
ways been to attend West Point, as his father 
had (Josiah Gorgas served as both a lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Army and a general with 
the Confederates), but he did not get in. 
Crushed, he reluctantly set off to study law 
with an uncle in New Orleans; but again, 
yellow fever redirected his life’s course. An 
epidemic forced him to leave the city and, to 
his relief, the study of law. Back at home, he 
went to a baseball game one day. Dr. John 
B. Elliott, the resident physician, advised 
him of another way to get into the military 
— as a doctor. Gorgas quickly realized that 
the medical field was his true calling. He 
attended Bellevue Medical School in New 
York, receiving his M.D. in 1879. During 
the 1878 yellow fever epidemic in Mem-
phis, he and some fellow interns went to 
Memphis to help, but were turned away 
because they were “nonimmunes” — i.e., 
they had never had the disease, so had not 
built up immunity to it. 

In 1880, Gorgas finished his internship 
and entered the Army. Two years later, he 
was assigned to Fort Bowen, Texas. Learn-
ing that some yellow fever patients were on 
a ward inside the hospital, he slipped in 
and was caught helping with an autopsy. 
Once among the sick, he had to stay there 
(he narrowly missed being arrested for 
disobeying orders), so he used his time to 

Leading the Charge
Surgeon General Gorgas, C’1875,  
did what it took to defeat yellow fever
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study the disease. The camp commandant, 
Dr. Lyster, noticing his compassionate 
bedside manner, asked him to care for his 
niece, Marie Doughty, who was ill with the 
disease. Despite Gorgas’ tender care, she 
became sicker and sicker. Her situation 
became so desperate that they dug her grave 
in the backyard and asked Gorgas to read 
the last rites. Then, miraculously, Marie 
began to recover. Gorgas, however, was 
stricken with disease. They convalesced 
together, and fell in love. Three years later, 
they were married.

Gorgas then spent several years in 
Florida at Fort Barrancas, where he became 
known as a yellow fever expert. Still, that did 
not mean much. He understood the course 
of the disease and was able to diagnose it 
in its early stages, when it mimicked many 
other illnesses. He was sent to Cuba during 
the 1898 Spanish-American War as chief 
sanitation officer to try to minimize deaths 
from disease; after the war, his mission was 
to clean up Havana. Throughout history, 
wartime casualties from disease had always 
far outnumbered those from the fighting 
itself. Gorgas wanted to change that. His 
sanitation measures in Cuba began that 
trend and made even more of an impact 
during World War I. But at first, they did 
not help against yellow fever. Containment 
was the best they could hope for.

Yet in Havana, all the forces came to-
gether. Despite massive cleanup efforts 
and a dramatic decline in overall disease, 
Gorgas found himself facing another yel-
low fever epidemic. The governor brought 
in a Yellow Fever Commission, headed by 
Walter Reed. After the commission failed in 
their first few experiments to find the cause 
of the disease, Gorgas persuaded them 
that it would be irresponsible not to test 
the theory of an island doctor, Dr. Carlos 
Finlay, that the female stegomyia mosquito 
carried the disease. In collaboration with 
Dr. Donald Ross, Dr. Finlay had discovered 

there was an incubation period for the dis-
ease as well. With a few more experiments, 
the Yellow Fever Commission proved that 
the stegomyia mosquito transmitted yellow 
fever. The mosquito had to bite an infected 
human within the first three days of the 
person’s falling ill, incubate the disease in 
its proboscis for 10 or more days, and then 
bite a susceptible person in order to pass 
the disease along. 

The commission also proved that the 
disease was not passed along by any other 
means, such as dirty blankets or human 
body fluids. Volunteers spent 20 nights in a 
building sleeping on mattresses soiled with 
black vomit, next to basins of foul matter, 
wearing clothes of yellow fever victims, and 
using soiled sheets, but with no mosqui-
toes. Not one got sick.

Gorgas worked doggedly to clean up first 
Havana and then the Panama Canal Zone. 
Besides his thoroughness and keen eye, 
he had a wonderful bedside manner and 
compassionate personality. He personally 
went through villages to explain to residents 
why they needed to put screens over their 
rain barrels, or why they should end the 
practice of placing cups of water under 
their tables to catch ants. When he couldn’t 
make administrators understand why he 
needed certain supplies or personnel for 
sanitation measures, he stubbornly kept 
turning in requisitions or found creative 
ways to get the work done. He showed a 
genuine interest in the engineers’ work, 
but also convinced them that without the 
health of their men, their work could not 

be completed. Despite many offers of other 
jobs, including one for the vice chancellor-
ship of Sewanee, he stayed in Panama for 
the completion of the project. Not being 
one to seek the spotlight, he rode the “dress 
rehearsal” boat through the canal rather 
than being part of the official opening 
ceremony. 

Upon leaving Panama in 191�, Gorgas 
began his duties as surgeon general of 
the Army with the rank of brigadier and 
then major general, making him the only 
son of a Confederate general to become a 
general in the U.S. Army. In that capacity, 
he organized more volunteer medical help 
during World War I than ever before for a 
war. Sewanee sent an ambulance unit, and 
Gorgas personally met with them before 
they left for France. 

After retiring from the Army at the end 
of World War I, Gorgas returned to what he 
loved, leading efforts to eradicate yellow 
fever in places where it was still endemic. He 
made plans with leaders in Ecuador and 
Peru, and meanwhile traveled quite a bit to 
receive many honors. While in England 
discussing a trip to West Africa, he suffered 
a stroke. King George came to his hospital 
room to bestow upon him the Order of St. 
Michael and St. George. He died a few days 
later, July 3, 1920, in his sleep. In the 
steamer trunk full of condolence letters from 
kings and presidents was one from an Ala-
bama neighbor that truly summed up 
William Crawford Gorgas’ life: “He led ’em 
down here and he’s leadin’ ’em up yonder.” 

— Annie Armour, C’77, University Archivist

Throughout history, wartime casualties  

from disease had always far outnumbered  

those from the fighting itself.  

Gorgas wanted to change that. 
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the only way to truth; religion gives comfort 
to people and all that, but it’s not to be taken 
seriously. 

Related to this is the conflict over evolu-
tion. Evolution is a scientific theory based 
on empirical evidence; but there’s also a 
philosophical worldview, which some of 
us call “evolutionism,” that says evolution 
explains everything and there’s no need for 
God — in fact, there isn’t any god — and 
there’s no meaning or purpose to the world. 
A lot of people confuse evolution theory 
with the philosophy of evolutionism. 

On the religious extreme are the young-
Earth creationists, who take the Bible’s 
account of creation as literal, historical, 
and scientific truth. In other words, they’ve 
turned the Bible into a scientific textbook. 
They say God created the universe in six 
literal, 2�-hour days, 10,000 years ago. 
Therefore evolution and the Big Bang could 
not have happened, and scientists are lead-
ing us astray. I’m oversimplifying it, but they 
seriously believe that the teaching of evolu-
tion has been responsible for the breakdown 
of the traditional moral structures of society. 
That’s why they see mainstream science as an 
enemy of religion. 

is there an alternative to these two  
extremes?

People like myself, and there are thou-
sands of us in the scientific, intellectual, 
and Christian communities, take a middle 
way: We are comfortable accepting modern 
scientific concepts on the one hand and re-
ligious convictions on the other. We believe 
in creation — creation, after all, is a belief, 
something you accept on faith — and we 
think we have reasons to believe. After all, 
science cannot answer the question, “Why 
is there anything at all?” But we can look 
at nature and, like the psalmist, say, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God.” That’s a 
statement of faith. Yet we also accept evo-
lution as the best explanation for life that 
scientists have come up with so far. There-
fore, evolution changes our understanding 
of the way that God relates to creation. 
Evolution shows that God is everywhere at 
work within creation, all the time. God is 

God and Darwin
How can we harmonize Christian faith and scientific theory?  
An interview with Robert J. Schneider, C’61

A classical languages major at Sewanee, Robert 

Schneider, C’61, earned a doctorate in medieval 

studies from the University of Notre Dame and 

taught at Berea College for 32 years, retiring 

in 2001 as distinguished professor of general 

studies and professor of classical languages. Yet 

since his boyhood, he has been fascinated with 

science. He took as many science courses as he 

could at Sewanee; and he later studied the his-

tory of science, and created a Science and Faith 

course at Berea. 

These interests led him to co-chairing the Epis-

copal Church’s Committee on Science, Technology, 

and Faith. Schneider was the primary author of 

the group’s major project so far, the Catechism of 

Creation, which presents an Episcopal understand-

ing of creation theology, the relationship between 

creation and science, and ethical implications of 

creation theology. In June 2005, the Executive 

Council of the Episcopal Church unanimously 

accepted the Catechism and commended it to 

the Church.

Professor Schneider talked with Sewanee 

magazine about the Catechism of Creation and 

the relationship between science and faith. 

seWanee: Why did the Church establish 
a committee on science, technology, and 
faith? 

SCHNEIDER: Our committee’s ex-
istence reflects a real concern about two 
areas, science and religious education. 
First, we have failed in teaching Episco-
palians about the theology of creation. We 
proclaim our faith in it every Sunday when 
we say the Nicene Creed, but few have had 
instruction in what creation means. Many 
don’t understand the difference between 
the doctrines of creation and the dogmas 
of creationism. 

Secondly, there’s an incredible and, to 
my mind, frightening lack of scientific lit-
eracy among the general population. One 
survey I looked at indicated that only one 
out of five Americans understands what sci-
ence is and what scientists do. Yet modern 
science is the most powerful cultural force 
in the world today. Technological develop-
ments based on scientific discoveries raise 
profound ethical and moral questions. The 
Church’s leadership and membership need 
to understand science better if they’re going 
to make informed decisions. So, our com-
mittee has an educational function.

the Catechism of  Creation addresses 
perceptions of conflict between science 
and faith. Why do people see a conflict 
between science and faith?

Many of us would say that this is based on 
a misunderstanding of what science is and 
what religion is and what their respective 
spheres are. 

I’d like to make a distinction between 
science and scientism. The role of science, 
put simply, is to gather empirical knowledge 
about our world and theorize about it, and it 
can only speak about that world. Scientism 
goes further. Its proponents say science is 
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always creating. 
We would say to the creationists, “You 

misunderstand the Bible, turning it into 
something it was never meant to be, a text-
book of science.” The Bible is a “textbook” 
of faith that teaches us authoritative truths 
about God and Christ and Christian life, 
not about everything else. To the evolu-
tionary materialists, the people who view 
evolution as a philosophy, we say, “There’s 
no logical connection between evolution 
as science and evolutionism as philosophy. 
You say, ‘Because evolution is true there is 
no God,’ but that’s a metaphysical conclu-
sion on your part, and it doesn’t follow 
necessarily from the scientific evidence.” 

explain in more detail how you recon-
cile the theory of evolution with faith in 
creation. 

What the Bible teaches about creation 
is not scientific. It’s theological, it’s revela-
tory. There are what we would today call 
“scientific ideas” in the Bible, but they’re 
the science of 2,500 years ago. If Genesis 
had begun, “In the beginning, there was a 
hot big bang and a cosmic fireball erupted, 
and then at 10-33 second there was a period 
of cosmic inflation and then quarks came 
into existence,” would anybody have un-
derstood it? Biblical writers used concepts 
and language they and their audiences were 
familiar with. 

One way that the biblical stories have 
been understood is that Genesis 1 is a ma-
jestic hymn to creation. It also addresses its 
own time and place. The ancient Israelites 
were surrounded by people who had a poly-
theistic religion and an understanding that 
the world was a manifestation of competing 
divine powers. Genesis 1 rejects that. In fact, 
it’s an anti-mythological manifesto against 
polytheistic religion, claiming that there’s 
only one God, who created everything; that 
the world God created is sacred because it’s 
God’s, but natural, not made up of compet-
ing divine powers; and that the universe is 
essentially good. 

All of that can be true theologically, 
whether you use Ptolemy’s model of an 
Earth-centered cosmos, or Copernicus’ 

model of a sun-centered cosmos, or 
Einstein’s and Darwin’s evolutionary model. 
That God creates is the message of scripture; 
how God creates is what people of faith 
look to science to discover. New scientific 
ideas challenge theology to ask new ques-
tions about the relationship of God to the 
creation.

one whole section of the Catechism of  
Creation is devoted to caring for creation. 
explain what that means, and why Chris-
tians should be especially concerned with 
the state of the earth at this time.

Drawing from a wonderful book called 
Participating in God: Creation and Trinity, I like to 
describe our approach in the Catechism as 
beginning with a doctrine of creation, or 
theology; then moving to an understanding 
of creation, or science; and lastly asking how 
we should act in creation, or ethics. The 
major ethical issues that we face, in my view, 
involve how we care for this Earth. 

In the last 30 years there’s been a lot of 
work in the theology of “creation care” and 
environmental stewardship. Those theo-
logians anchor their work in the biblical 
notions found in Genesis that we have a 
special obligation to care for God’s creation. 
What it means to be “created in the image 
of God” has nothing to do with whether 
evolution is valid or not, because what 
theologians tell us is that “the image of God” 

refers to communion: communion with 
God, communion among human beings, 
and communion with all of God’s creation. 
In other words, an intimate relationship of 
care and mutual responsibility. 

Being created in the image of God also 
includes the notion of stewardship. As 
stewards, God has given us an obligation to 
not wreck the earth. So we need to give real 
attention and thought to how we relate to a 
world in which we are bound inextricably in 
a web of ecological relationships. 

Why do we need to be concerned? There 
are 6.5 billion of us on this planet, and 150 
years ago there were a billion or less. The 
population of the world has doubled in the 
last �0 years. This has had an enormous 
impact upon climate, upon ecological sys-
tems, upon how we grow our food, upon 
where we live and how we live. We’re making 
massive physical changes to the environ-
ment of the Earth, and we already see many 
consequences that are troubling. So if we 
haven’t thought about our obligations as 
Christians before, it’s hitting us smack in 
the face right now. 

AdditionAl resources

Catechism of Creation: 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/science/

Bob Schneider’s science and faith essays: 

http://community.berea.edu/scienceandfaith/ 

Bob Schneider, C’61, 

a retired professor of 

classical languages 

from Berea College, 

was the lead author 

of the Catechism of 

Creation. 
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Athletics Hall of Fame 
announces class of 2006

The newest members of the Sewanee Ath-
letics Hall of Fame were honored during 
the football game on September 2. The late 
alexander Guerry (represented by his son, 
John Guerry, C’�9), served as Sewanee’s 
vice chancellor from 1938 to 19�8, and his 
work toward non-scholarship athletics led 
to the creation of Division III of the NCAA. 
The late evelyn mooney (represented by 
daughter Sarah Welcher, husband Paul 
Mooney, and daughter Debbie Gray) served 
generations of coaches and athletes as de-
partmental secretary, confidante, mother, 
and, most importantly, as friend. The late 
eugene harris, C’25, (represented by his 
children, Grayson Harris, Scotty Harris, 
and Sara Harris Nelson) was a two-time 
All-American in football and captained the 
last Sewanee football team to defeat Van-
derbilt in the traditional Thanksgiving Day 

New facilities named for families with rich tennis traditions

with a rich tennis tradition. lauren Willett 
and molly Willett, both C’07, are four-year 
starters and ITA national scholar athletes on 
the Sewanee women’s team. Their father, 
Buzz, and their grandfather, Frank, played 
for Georgia Tech. Frank Willett was a 19�5 
NCAA All-American and is a member of 
the Georgia Tech Hall of Fame.

The Guerry family has played an im-
portant role in the success of the Sewanee 

tennis program for 70 
years. A four-year varsity 
player, John P. Guerry, 
C’�9, is a member of 
two halls of fame and is 
a Chattanooga city and 
state champion. His 
brother, alex Guerry, 
C’39, was also a Sewanee 
tennis player and won 
championships at the city, 
state, and national levels. 
He is a member of five 
halls of fame, including 
Sewanee’s.

Sewanee’s Charlotte 

Guerry indoor tennis courts, built in the in 
the early 1960s as the first indoor courts in 
the South, were named for John and Alex’s 
mother. The Bruton-Guerry tennis center 
is named for their father, Vice Chancellor 
Alexander Guerry, who was inducted into 
this year’s Sewanee Athletics Hall of Fame, 
and former Sewanee tennis coach Gaston 
Bruton. Furthermore, John’s two sons, 
Pat Guerry, C’89, and bill Guerry, C’92, 
played for Sewanee coach John Shackelford. 
Pat was in the inaugural class of the Sewanee 
Athletics Hall of Fame. 

Football Fantasy

Just in time for football 
season, Professor Don 
Huber of Sewanee’s 
classics department 
has published Kick 
Butt, a satiric novel 
about Division I college football.  
You can find out more about it at 
<www.donhuber.org>.

game. K. C. horne, C’96, men’s tennis 
1993–96, is Sewanee’s only six-time All-
American in any men’s sport. Carl Cra-
vens, C’9�, football 1990–93, is Sewanee’s 
all-time leading rusher with 3,859 yards. 
mark Kent, C’87, baseball and football 
198�–87, was an All-American in both 
sports. John Capers, C’66, men’s golf 
1963–66, won the CAC men’s golf title in 

1965 and 1966 and qualified four times for 
the U.S. Amateurs. Quisha White light, 
C’95, women’s track and field 1991–9�, is 
the school record holder in 100 meters and 
200 meters and was a member of the �x100 
meters and �x200 meters teams that hold 
the school record. More details and photos 
are available at <http://athletics.sewanee.
edu/halloffame2>.

The Sewanee Tiger tennis teams’ new Willett 
Stadium and John P. Guerry Pavilion were 
opened for intercollegiate play in Septem-
ber during the ITA Small College Regional 
Championships. 

These new facilities include enhanced 
viewing for coaches and spectators, dressing 
rooms, office space, and seating for more 
than 250 fans.

Willett Stadium was named for a family 

Spectators at the Men’s Regional ITA Tennis Tournament watch Charlie Boyd, 
C’09, from Sewanee’s new tennis facilities. Boyd made it to the quarterfinal 
round in both singles and doubles.
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John R. Crawford, C’28, Distinguished  
Alumni Service Award 

r. ANdrEW dUNCAN, C’52

Andy Duncan has loy-
ally served the Uni-
versity as a lay trustee 
from the Diocese of 
Southwest Florida 
for 3� years, longer 
than any other trustee 
in the University’s  
history. 

At Sewanee, Duncan was an economics 
major. He participated in debate, wrote 
and edited student publications, sang in the 
choir, and managed the varsity tennis team. 
He was a member of Kappa Alpha Order 
and was named to Phi Beta Kappa.

Active in the Associated Alumni since his 
graduation, Duncan has served as a mem-
ber of the Board of Regents (1991–97), as 
president of the Sewanee Club of Tampa, 
and as class agent for 35 years. He was also 
a member of the Tampa Bay area steering 
committee for the Campaign for Sewanee 
and the Class of 1952 reunion planning 
committee. 

Duncan received his law degree from the 
University of Florida and worked as a self-
employed lawyer in Tampa. He also owned 
and operated an inn in Blue Hill, Maine. 
He and his wife, Tommie, have a daughter, 
Elizabeth, C’82, and a son, Andrew Jr. 

Distinguished Faculty/Staff Award 

PAUL E. ENGSBErG

Paul Engsberg has 
served the University 
since 1969, first as 
associate director of 
admissions and then 
as University registrar 
(1982–96). He has 
devoted himself to the interests of students, 

associated alumni

Dear Fellow Alumni,

Greetings from the Associated Alumni officers! In August, 
an enthusiastic group of alumni volunteers gathered on 
the Mountain for training, fun, and fellowship. Alumni 
Volunteer Weekend provided an opportunity for volun-
teers to celebrate their successes of the past year and to plan 
for their work in the year ahead. Awards were announced 
at the Associated Alumni meeting on Saturday morning, 
and attendees were treated to reflections by Megan Hinkle, C’06, on her 
Sewanee experience. I hope to see many Sewanee volunteers on the Mountain  
June 8-10 for Alumni Volunteer Weekend 2007.

Last fall, the alumni officers decided to rally around the effort to boost 
Sewanee’s alumni giving participation to 50 percent. Fifty percent is a bench-
mark among the best liberal arts colleges in the country. In fiscal year 2006, 
�� percent of all alumni made a gift to Sewanee. Alumni giving percentage is 
not just a bragging right; it reflects alumni engagement with the institution. 
Whether you give to the Sewanee Annual Fund (unrestricted operating support) 
or to a restricted fund (e.g., a scholarship, an internship, building renovation, 
etc.), your gift counts toward the alumni participation total.

Since Homecoming and Reunion 2005, the alumni officers have been 
working closely with the Alumni Office and Sewanee Annual Fund staff to 
brainstorm about ideas to help encourage alumni giving. Our focus is on 
giving, particularly to the Sewanee Annual Fund, and not on the size of gifts. 
In fact, that’s the great thing about the Sewanee Annual Fund — everyone can 
participate! Our goal is to encourage every class to achieve 50 percent par-
ticipation or higher. In our fiscal year completed June 30, 2006, 36 percent 
of all classes achieved 50 percent participation. The average participation by 
decade was as follows:

1930s: �3%  1970s: 50% 
19�0s: 60%  1980s: �6% 
1950s: �7%  1990s: 35% 
1960s: 50%  2000s: 30% 

As you can see, one of our challenges is reaching out to young alumni. Those 
alumni in the classes of 1990 and forward represent �2 percent of our total 
alumni base. Like all Sewanee alumni, this is a mostly enthusiastic, supportive 
group, but the challenge is to connect with our young alums via e-mail or cell 
phone, and to make the message clear that their gifts count! 

We look forward to hearing your ideas about how we can encourage alumni 
giving participation. Please be in touch with me, or with any of the other 
alumni officers, with your suggestions for getting more of our alumni engaged 
in giving to Sewanee. 

Yea Sewanee’s Right!
     DON OLMSTEAD, C’81
     President, Associated Alumni

Homecoming Honorees
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maintaining friendships with many after 
their graduation. He served as advisor to 
the SAE fraternity for 20 years, and he has 
been head scorekeeper for the men’s varsity 
basketball team since 1976. 

As the University’s clock master, he has 
operated and maintained the Seth Thomas 
clock in Breslin Tower. After learning the 
tradition of change ringing bells at the 
University of Durham, England, he was 
instrumental in securing funding for the 
Bentley Bells, which were installed in Bre-
slin Tower in 2003. Sewanee is one of only 
four places in North America that have both 
change ringing bells and a carillon. 

Paul has been devoted to his wife, Betty, 
for �6 years. They have a son, Towson, 
C’8�, and a daughter, Elizabeth, C’88. 

Distinguished Alumnus Award   

rOBErT L. BrOWN, C’63

Bob Brown has been 
a justice on the Su-
preme Court of Ar-
kansas since 1990. 
His landmark de-
cisions include the 
term-limits decision 
for U.S. representa-
tives and senators, which was affirmed by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 1996, and a 
decision ruling Arkansas’ public school 
funding inadequate and unfair. He has also 
worked as a prosecuting attorney, legal aide 
to the governor, and legislative assistant to 
a U.S. senator. He is the author of Second 

Crisis of Little Rock, A Report on Desegregation within 
the Public Schools, published by the Winthrop 
Rockefeller Foundation in 1988. 

Brown graduated from Sewanee magna 
cum laude in English literature. He was 
a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Tau 
Omega, and many other organizations. 
He received a master’s in English and 
comparative literature with honors in 1965 
from Columbia University, where he was a 
Woodrow Wilson Fellow. He received his 
law degree from the University of Virginia 
in 1968. He has continued to support his 
alma mater, sponsoring student interns in 
his chambers and serving on the Board of 
Trustees and Board of Regents. 

Brown has been married to his wife, 
Charlotte, since 1966. 

Distinguished Young Alumnus Award   

CLArKE N. HOGAN, C’91

Clarke Hogan is 
general manager and 
president of Ontario 
Hardwood Company 
in Keysville, Virginia. 
He has served as a 
member of the Vir-
ginia House of Del-
egates since 2002. 

At Sewanee, Hogan was an English 
major and a member of the Kappa Alpha 
Order. Since graduation, he has partici-
pated in Sewanee’s Summit for Emerging 
Leaders. 

At home in South Boston, Virginia, 
Hogan is a member of Faith Community 
Church. He serves on the boards of trustees 
for the Southern Virginia Higher Educa-
tion Center and for the Halifax Educational 
Foundation. He is a member of the cham-
bers of commerce for Halifax, Charlotte, 
and Farmville.

Clarke is married to Ellen Gray May-
bank Hogan, C’90. They were married in 
All Saints’ Chapel in 1991, and they have 
four children. 
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Seniors are not only preparing for comps, graduation, and careers, but are also looking forward to 
their role as future alumni. The Student Alumni Leadership Council (SALC), organized by the Alumni 
Office, offers an opportunity for seniors to learn about the role of alumni in the University and to begin 
participating in career networking, fund-raising, and similar activities leading to life beyond the gates. 
The SALC is pictured here at its first meeting on September 19. 

Seniors prepare for alumni leadership roles
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KEEP iN TOUCH!

With this issue, Sewanee magazine is introducing a new volunteer role, 
the class communications chair. Class communications chairs will be re-
sponsible for collecting news and writing the class notes columns, among 
other communications-related duties. 

We began recruiting class communications chairs among this year’s 
reunion classes and among all classes from 1990 and forward. The 
communications chair for your class and his or her contact information is 
listed with your class notes. 

We will continue also to accept your news, address updates, and photos 
at the following addresses:

classnotes@sewanee.edu

or

office of communications and Marketing
735 university Avenue
sewanee, tn 37383-1000

If you would like to serve as a class communications chair or to assist the 
chair for your class, you can contact Laura Barlament, Sewanee magazine 
editor, at <lbarlame@sewanee.edu>, 931.598.1424, or the postal ad-
dress listed above.

deadlines and policies

n Class notes deadlines fall about 10 weeks before the magazine is 
published.

n This issue contains news received by August 19. The deadline for the 
next issue, spring 2007, is January 22, 2007. 

n Sewanee magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please let 
us know about weddings, births, and degrees received after they have 
happened. 

Alumni photograph policies

n We accept photos of Sewanee groups at weddings and other special 
events. With the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni 
pictured; birth date, parents’ names, and class years with photos of 
children; dates and locations of events pictured. 

n Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; color is 
preferred.  Prints should be on glossy paper with no surface texture.

n Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 250 pixels per inch. Low 
resolution photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.

n Prints will be returned at your request. Write your name and address 
on the back of the photo. 

195�
George e. Hall sent us this report in 
August: “I have had six ‘retirements’ 
since my official retirement in ‘92. For 
many reasons, I find I have enjoyed 
the ministry more and feel that my 
spiritual life has deepened tremen-
dously since ’92. My retirement years 
began with my wife, Beverly, and I be-
ing the co-directors of a small retreat 
house, The Oratory of the Little Way in 
Gaylordsville, Conn. From there I went 
back to the parish ministry with a spe-
cial type of ministry — a ‘gap-ministry,’ 
which is very different from an interim 
ministry. I fill in the gaps between 
the interim who might be needed in 
another parish and the coming of the 
newly called priest. For the next year, I 
will be a part-time priest-in-charge at 
All Saints’, Wolcott, Conn. I have kept 
the academic juices alive by taking 
courses at the General Theological 
Seminary. I continue to take multi-
day bike rides with my brother, who 
celebrated his 82nd year. Another 
great moment of life is that my wife 
and I are buying our first home. For 
those who want to set the date and 
come to the party, we will be offering a 
mortgage burning party on my 100th 
birthday in 2030. Let me know if you 
are coming!”

1961
scotty Welch was elected to the 
American Bar Association’s Board of 
Governors for a three-year term.

1966
david Jockusch lives in Rome, Ga., 
and operates two natural food stores, 
one in Rome and one in Black Moun-
tain, N.C. He writes, “During and after 
my Sewanee years, I worked for about 
six years in my father’s bank in San 
Antonio. I then put to sea, crossing the 
Atlantic to England, serving as watch 
keeper on an 81-foot power yacht. 
I wound up in vegetarian, meditat-
ing, and radical political circles in 
Cambridge, Mass. I spent three years 
in the Navy as a ship’s officer, circum-
navigating the globe and operating 

1,000 miles south of New Zealand, 
sending up weather balloons. I have 
started businesses and worked for 
others, mainly in natural food co-ops. 
My business partner, Dee Brewer, and 
I purchased the natural food store in 
Black Mountain, N.C., in 2002. We 
started the second store in Rome in 
2003. My path has also taken me 
through affection for Ram Dass’s guru, 
Neem Karoli Baba, transcendental and 
vipassana meditation, macrobiotics, 
semi-communal living, the Rainbow 
Family, and, of course, trying to stay 
healthy without allopathic medicine.”

1969
Hank coxe of Jacksonville, Fla., was 
elected president of the Florida Bar 
Association. A long article in the 
July/August issue of The Florida Bar 
Journal showcases his abilities and 
achievements (as well as many of 
his antics), touting him as “a friendly, 
unpretentious criminal defense lawyer 
who believes his job is to make sure 
everybody plays by the rules.” 

1970
l. evans Hubbard is a citrus farmer 
and chairman of A. Friends Founda-
tion. He volunteers for the United 
Methodist Children’s Home, Bok Tower 
Gardens, and Health Central Hospital.

1971
Herndon Inge
Communications Chair
herndoninge@bellsouth.net

1973
david Mason won an uncontested 
gold medal in masters men’s canoe at 
the Wildwater World Championships 
in June in the Czech Republic. Andrew 
Mcewan, C’02, was the top U.S. kay-
aker. For more information, visit <www.
usawildwater.com>.
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197�
Martin tilson received the Charles R. 
Yates Award from Atlanta’s Woodruff 
Arts Center for his generous sup-
port. “The Woodruff Arts Center has 
become the most dynamic hub for 
visual and performing arts in the 
Southeast,” Martin said in a press 
release. The center is made up of the 
Alliance Theatre, the Atlanta College 
of Art, the Atlanta Symphony Orches-
tra, the High Museum of Art, Young 
Audiences, and the 14th Street 
Playhouse. Martin is a partner with 
the firm of Kilpatrick Stockton. 
trey Yarbrough went on a mission 

trip this summer to Guatemala, 
where he and members of his church 
installed a new kitchen in an 
orphanage and assisted with upkeep 
of the building. Here he holds a 
young girl whom the police found in 
a dumpster. He writes, “The physical 
conditions and the economic 
hardship of the people in Chichicas-
tenanga served as a metaphor in my 
mind for the impoverished nature of 
the world, both in the day of Jesus 
and the present day. It was, to use a 
good Anglican phrase, an outward 
and visible sign of an inward and 
invisible truth: the face of human 
longing and spiritual poverty.”

1976
Michelle Mauthe Harvey
Communications Chair
fourharveys@rcn.com
107 Elm Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Georgiana chitko Kotarski has 

published her first book, Ghosts of 
the Southern Tennessee Valley (John 
F. Blair, June 2006). This collection 

of 30 “true” 
ghost tales 
explores the 
historical 
underpinnings 
of well-known 
and lesser-
known 
hauntings of 
the region, 
including 

southeast Tennessee, north Alabama, 
and northwest Georgia. Georgiana 
hopes to feature a good Sewanee 
story in her next ghost lore book. She 
invites alumni to share their 
Tennessee Valley or Sewanee ghost 
tales with her: <dgkotarski@bledsoe.
net>. Mike rast and Jeanne dortch 
rast, C’78, wrote that their son, 
stuart, C’10, entered Sewanee this 
fall. A member of the Sewanee 
football team, he is their third child 
to attend the University, following in 
the footsteps of his sister, lisa, C’05, 
and brother, Michael, C’07. richard 
e. simmons iii published a book of 
Christian apologetics, Safe Passage: 
Thinking Clearly about Life and 

Death. 
Simmons 
argues that “as 
mature, 
responsible 
adults we must 
recognize that 
until we choose 
to carefully 
examine and 
accept the 

philosophical implications of death, 
we actually forgo the opportunity of 
experiencing the rich promise of life.” 
The book is available from online 
bookstores. 

1977
richard 
courtney 
authored 
Buyers Are 
Liars and 
Sellers Are Too! 
The Truth about 
Buying and 
Selling Your 
Home (Simon 

Several members of the Class of ’77 — nanette Johnson rudolf, Kimberly 
Matthews dougherty, louisa tucker Parsons, and Mark Parsons — celebrated 
their 50th birthdays together on a 10-day Panama Canal cruise out of Fort 
Lauderdale. The ship had to dodge Hurricane Wilma and ended up two extra 
days at sea because no ports were open after the hurricane went through South 
Florida. “We probably will not schedule our next cruise during hurricane season,” 
says Nanette.

CLASS COMMUNiCATiONS CHAirS

With this issue, Sewanee magazine is introducing a new volun-
teer role, the class communications chair. Class communications 
chairs will be responsible for collecting 
news and writing the class notes columns. 
The communications chair for your class 
and his or her contact information is listed 
with your class notes. We hope you will enjoy 
the personal touch they bring to the class 
notes! We will continue also to accept your news, 
address updates, and photos at <classnotes@
sewanee.edu>. 
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& Schuster, 2006), which has 
received great reviews since its 
publication. The book is a humorous 
guide to buying and selling real 
estate, packed with helpful advice for 
avoiding the frequent mistakes 
Richard has noticed on both sides of 
real estate deals. A veteran of 26 
years in real estate, Richard was 
voted Best Realtor in the Nashville 
Scene in 2005. chuck nabit and his 
wife, Mary Kay, announce the birth of 
their son, John Alexander Nabit,  on 
June 20, 2006. 

1978
Kate Brown writes, “My life has 
changed dramatically since my family 
and I moved to Charlotte, N.C., in 
2005. In March, I returned to the work 
force after a 17-year absence raising 
children. I am the executive assistant 
to the managing partner at Deloitte 
& Touche in Charlotte. This position is 
totally different from my other career 
at IBM. Would love to hear from any 
Sewanee grads in Charlotte.” William 
r. Harper Jr. left UBS after 13 years 
to become managing director of the 
Harper Wealth Management Group 
of Wachovia Securities, where he 
continues to work with individual 
investors. His youngest, Jake, C’10, 
has joined his brother, Will, C’07, as 
a Sewanee student. “Fulfilling the 
nightmare of every kid who goes 600 
miles away from home to college,” he 
adds, “we’ve bought a second home 
in Sewanee. We hope to spend a 
third of our time there. debbie deen 
Ball is doing the interior design of 
the house.” Jeanne dortch rast and 
Mike rast, C’76, wrote that their son, 
stuart, C’10, entered Sewanee this 
fall as well. A member of the Sewanee 
football team, he is their third child to 
attend the University, following in the 
footsteps of his sister, lisa, C’05, and 
brother, Michael, C’07.

1979
tom scarritt, a lawyer and real 
estate investor in Tampa Bay, Fla., 
was reappointed to the Florida Com-
mission on Ethics by House Speaker 
Alan Bense. Composed of nine 
members selected by the governor, 

house speaker, and senate president, 
the commission judges all cases in-
volving ethical violations by Florida’s 
public officials and employees. Tom 
is chairman of the commission.

1981
Lee Parks
Communications Co-Chair
leeparks@bellsouth.net
990 Rudolph St.
Gainesville, GA 30501

Lindy Raad
Communications Co-Chair
raadhome@comporium.net
4189 Marley Ct.
Rock Hill, SC 29732

tom edwards was elected trea-
surer of the Academy of Florida Trial 
Lawyers’ Board of Directors. Tom is 
also president of the Jacksonville 
chapter of the American Board of 
Trial Advocates. He handles major 
injury and wrongful death suits as a 
partner at Peek, Cobb, Edwards, P.A. 
lee Freeland Hancock, a reporter 
for the Dallas Morning News, made 
a splash in the newspaper world 
with her series “Mary Ellen’s Will: The 
Battle for 4949 Swiss.” The series, 
which ran August 13–20, detailed a 
case of apparent financial exploita-
tion of an elderly Dallas woman; 
what really set it apart was its use 
of footnotes. “My editors had asked 
me to do them as an experiment, 
because of the serial narrative writing 
style I decided to use for the series,” 
she wrote in an e-mail to Professor 
Charles Perry. “They loved the result 
so much that they decided to spend 
precious newsprint for them (a half-
page or more per day — a sizeable 
chunk of real estate in our paper).” 
The series is also available on the 
Web, with extra multimedia features. 
clyde Mathis was named director of 
the Port of Pensacola, the Pensacola 
News Journal reported. He had been 
serving as executive assistant for 
marketing and business develop-
ment for the Port of New Orleans. 
lisa stolley Miller is a senior at the 
Episcopal Theological Seminary of 
the Southwest and a candidate for 
ordination to the priesthood in the 
Diocese of Texas. 

ramona doyle, C’81, and Jack stibbs, C’73, are both working on an emerg-
ing disease known as pulmonary hypertension (PH). They met at a pulmo-
nary hypertension conference in Minneapolis. Jack is chair of the Pulmonary 
Hypertension Association; and Ramona, who heads up Stanford’s PH center, is 
on the association’s scientific leadership council. Jack, an attorney, got involved 
in 1997, when his daughter was diagnosed with the disease. For more info, see 
<www.phassociation.org>.

1982
Marianne exum lopez writes: “I 
have returned to painting, and it has 
been good. Not since Sewanee have 
I painted canvases. Now my daughter 
and I are taking classes together 
on Saturdays, and we are learning 
through our attempts at creativity. 
Best wishes to all of you. Take time 
out to nourish your soul.”

1983
Ginger Bowling shields finished 
her master’s in library science at 
Emporia State University in Kansas in 
August 2005. 

198�
eleanor Gilchrist reports that she 
is “the proudest aunt on the planet” 
with the birth of her niece, Margaret 
(daughter of rue Gilchrist, C’86), on 
July 11, 2006. Eleanor says, “I’m still 
single but remain confident that one 

is still out there!” She also reports 
that she is looking for a teaching po-
sition. richard r. spore iii received 
the Justice Joseph W. Henry Memo-
rial Award for Outstanding Legal 
Writing from the Tennessee Bar As-
sociation. The award-winning piece, 
“The New Shape of LLC Law: Reform 
Act Streamlines LLC Process to Give 
More Flexibility,” was published in 
the November 2005 issue of the 
TBA’s monthly magazine. Richard is 
a member of Bass, Berry & Sims 
PLC. Bahia Yackzan has started a 
new business in Down East Maine, 
Baklava by the Bay, according to an 
article in the Bangor (Maine) Daily 
News this summer. Bahia has been 
earning money from her baklava- 
baking skills for years, the article 
said, including during her student 
years at Sewanee. She sells her  
baklava through several local stores. 

1985
Jack Barden left Fulton, Mo., where 
he had served as pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, and joined 
Austin Presbyterian Theological 
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Seminary on September 1 as direc-
tor of admissions. Jack is an Austin 
Seminary graduate (M.Div., 1988). 
elizabeth estes niven works for the 
Nature Conservancy as the media 
relations manager for the Missouri, 
Iowa, and Upper Mississippi River 
programs. She and her husband, 
Ben, own a boarding kennel named 
Dogwood Farm, and they run a sanc-
tuary for dogs, cats, horses, ducks, 
and chickens — Dogwood Farm 
Sanctuary. They have a son, Morgan 
(4). Dogwood Farm is about an hour 
west of St. Louis. For over a year, they 
have been renovating the farmhouse 
on the property. For more informa-
tion, visit <www.dogwoodfarmkennel.
com>. Angela Parrott writes, “After 
15 years in Los Angeles, and nine 
years in the Federal Defender’s Office 
in Los Angeles, I have returned to the 
Southeast. In October 2005, I took a 
job as an assistant federal defender 
in a newly formed office in Charlotte, 
N.C. It’s exciting to be part of the 
team developing a new office. I’m 
also happy to be closer to my family.”

1986
Virginia Hipp Phillippi
Communications Co-Chair
hippvi@yahoo.com
41 Ginger Gold Dr.
Simpsonville, SC 29681

Michele Davenport Salchow
Communications Co-Chair
msalchow@comcast.net
501 Eckford Dr.
Troy, MI 48085

Hal dasinger and Amanda Banks, 
C’87, 
announce the 
birth of their 
daughter, Lily 
Banks 
Dasinger, on 
February 13, 
2006. Lily was 
baptized at 
Trinity Cathedral in Sacramento, 
where she was joined by her 
grandmother, diane Banks, T’89. Hal 
is director of government relations for 
The Doctors Company, and Amanda 
is president of the California 
Biomedical Research Association. 

thomas lakeman’s novel The 
Shadow 
Catchers was 
published in 
September by 
St. Martin’s 
Minotaur. 
“Burned-out 
FBI agent Mike 
Yeager runs 
into small-town 
trouble in this 

extraordinary debut ... a complex 
novel with a wealth of interesting 
characters,” says MysteryLovers.com. 
See <www.thomaslakeman.com> for 
more. Mac Mcnease is a lieutenant 
colonel in the United States Marine 
Corps. He sent this message in July: 
“Yea Sewanee’s right! Greetings to 
everyone from Fallujah, Iraq, in Meso-
potamia, the cradle of civilization. 
Drop a line if you have a minute.” 
Andrea Petrosh works for St. Mark’s 
Cathedral in Shreveport, La., and was 
appointed to serve on the Board of 
Trustees of the University of the 
South. eric Waldon published Prayer 
and Its Practice: An Exposition of 
Luke 18 last summer, available 
through <www.heartsandminds 
forchrist.org>. He is the founder of 
Hearts and Minds for Christ 
Ministries, and he celebrated his 
one-year anniversary as pastor of Mt. 
Hermon Baptist Church in Cleveland, 
Ohio. The church is in the inner city 
across from Ohio’s oldest govern-
ment housing development. Jenny 
cook Wiegand plays competitive golf 
on the mini-tours and in state opens, 
while still enjoying the home front. 
Daughter Samantha (8) loves soccer 
and playing with friends. Her 
husband, Joe Wiegand, C’87, 
finished working on a state-wide 
primary election in Illinois in March 
as campaign manager for a 
gubernatorial candidate. He does 
political consulting work, and he 
performs a one-man act as Theodore 
Roosevelt and an opening act for his 
comedian father. Those curious for 
more should check out <www.
joewiegand.com>. They live in their 
100-year-old church-turned-home 
west of Chicago.

Marcus collier, C’83, was commissioned to build this black walnut tansu desk 
by the owner of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 1915 Emil Bach House in Chicago. The 
owner chose Marcus, who lives in Gainesville, Florida, for the commission after 
seeing his work on the Internet. Marcus has done fine woodworking for almost 
20 years, and this piece is the pinnacle of his work so far, according to an 
article in the Gainesville Sun (“Artist Turns Wood into Useful, Unique Work of Art,” 
September 3, 2006). He designed the desk himself to fit with the style of the 
house. 

caroline Graves Hurley, C’87, and her husband, Kevin, announce the baptism 
of their twins, Connor and Olivia, by John thomas, C’88, at St. Columba’s 
Episcopal Church on June 4, 2006. Kevin is holding Olivia and Caroline holds 
Connor.
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1987
Amanda Banks and Hal dasinger, 
C’86, announce the birth of Lily 
Banks Dasinger on February 13, 
2006. Lily was baptized at Trinity 
Cathedral in Sacramento, where 
she was joined by her grandmother, 
diane Banks, T’89. Hal is director of 
government relations for The Doctors 
Company, and Amanda is president 
of the California Biomedical Re-
search Association. Bruce Hodgson 
married Jill McNally on August 6, 
2005. Paul todd nicks has been 
practicing law since 1990 and has 
been staff counsel for Travelers 
Indemnity Insurance for the last five 
years. Paul was elected president of 
the Jackson-Madison (Tennessee) 
County Bar Association. Paul and 
his wife, Julie, live in Jackson, Tenn. 
claire Whitehurst Walker and her 
husband, William, announce the birth 
of Stephen Walker on June 9, 2005. 
Joe Wiegand finished working on a 
state-wide primary election in Illinois 
in March as campaign manager for 
a gubernatorial candidate. He does 
political consulting work, and he 
performs a one-man act as Theodore 
Roosevelt and an opening act for his 
comedian father. Those curious for 
more should check out <www. 
joewiegand.com>. His wife, Jenny 
cook Wiegand, C’86, plays com-
petitive golf on the mini-tours and in 
state opens, while still enjoying the 
home front. Daughter Samantha (8) 
loves soccer and playing with friends. 
They live in their 100-year-old 
church-turned-home west of Chicago. 

1989
Margaret Moore Keese and her 
husband, Rob, announce the birth 
of Eleanor James on May 10, 2006. 
Eleanor joins big sister Amelia, who 
was born on January 27, 2004.

1990
Liz Edsall McLaurin
Communications Chair
lizmclaurin@comcast.net

Berry Glover shults and Tim Shults 
announce the birth of Bennett Ross 
Shults on 
August 25, 
2005. He joins 
big sister Ellen 
Graham (4). 
They live in 
Chattanooga, 
Tenn. Helen 
Fuhrer 
stapleton began working as director 
of the language lab at the University 
of the South this fall. She lives in 
Sewanee with her husband, Archie, 
and their three children. She holds a 
master’s in applied linguistics and 
ESL. Maria l. Henderson  
Wenglinsky won $122,300 on the TV 
game show Jeopardy last fall, more 
money than any other woman in the 
show’s history. “Shows what a 
Sewanee education is good for,” she 
says. Maria teaches Latin at Saint 
Saviour High School in Brooklyn, N.Y.

1991
Melanie Urick
Communications Chair
mcurick@optonline.net
246 Bronxville Rd. 
Bronxville, NY 10708

Jennifer lynn davis moved from 
Atlanta to Chicago to work as a 
senior account manager for Ipsos 
Insight, ranked third among global 
survey-based research companies. 
“Although this opportunity takes 
me farther away from the Mountain, 
I am very excited about my new 
city and the challenges of my new 
position,” she writes. Here’s what 
Ipsos does: “We explore, probe, and 
challenge conventional wisdom. We 
assess market potential and interpret 
market trends. We test products and 
advertising, and help our clients 
build long-term relationships with 
customers. We study audiences and 

sarah Halbkat eppes, C’88, and her husband, John, as well as Norris (15), 
Cooper (13), Christopher (11), Liesl (9), Lily (4), and Annabel (2) welcomed 
Gabriel Sullivan Eppes on May 22, 2006. They live in northeast Georgia, where 
they are building a home. Sarah says, “Life with seven children is noisy and 
funny and we love it!”

CLASS COMMUNiCATiONS CHAirS

With this issue, Sewanee magazine is introducing a new volun-
teer role, the class communications chair. Class communications 
chairs will be responsible for collecting 
news and writing the class notes columns. 
The communications chair for your class 
and his or her contact information is listed 
with your class notes. We hope you will enjoy 
the personal touch they bring to the class 
notes! We will continue also to accept your news, 
address updates, and photos at <classnotes@
sewanee.edu>. 
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Ted Dennard, C’89, 

combines passion and 

profit in the Savannah 

Bee Company

TED DENNARD, C’89, wants people 
to appreciate honey in the same way 

that they prize a fine wine. 
If you were to visit him at the Savannah 

Bee Company, the bee-products firm he 
founded in Savannah, Georgia, in 2002, 
you would be able to start tasting what he 
means. 

During a visit to the company’s ware-
house in June, he guides me past large 
stainless-steel tanks, converted from 
milk to honey processing; past at least 50 
multi-colored metal drums of honey; and 
past a few people occupied with labeling 
bottles and boxes bearing messages like “bee 
— above your usual.” 

Near the loading dock, he pulls a tray of 
honeycomb out of a wooden box and tells 
me to take a taste. Looking at the tiny rows 
of perfect hexagons, I hesitate to touch it. 
When I do, I’m surprised at its yielding 
texture. The taste also is unexpected — 
subtle, rich, and complex. This, Dennard 
explains, is the queen of honeys, collected 
from tupelo tree blossoms. Tupelos grow 
only in Southeastern swamps, where these 
giants define the landscape with their twist-
ing, Medusa-like roots and branches. 

Dennard next has me plunge my finger 

King Bee
into a gallberry honeycomb. By contrast, it’s 
candy-sweet, an immediate sugar fix. 

Tupelo honey, Dennard explains, con-
tains a different kind of sugar. It is thicker 
and never granulates like other honeys. 
Like a fine vintage of wine, tupelo honey 
is a rare thing: The window for harvesting 
the trees’ nectar is short, and their range 
is limited to south Georgia and northern 
Florida. 

“The honey business is the dumbest 
business ever,” Dennard says suddenly, 
with a sigh. “It depends on the bees, the 
weather; if there’s a cold snap, the flowers 
won’t bloom, and there’s no honey.” 

Tupelo honey has been Dennard’s sig-
nature product since the beginning of the 
Savannah Bee Company; it’s what he first 
sold, in squatty jars with a hand-painted 
label, when he started converting his hobby 
into a business in the late 1990s. 

Today, he expects to do $2 million worth 
of business in 2006, not only in choice 
honeys (tupelo, orange blossom, black 
sage, creamed raspberry, and sourwood), 
but also in a bee-products-based line of 
personal care items, such as lotions and lip 
balms, developed in collaboration with the 
popular chain Bath & Body Works. 

Dennard calls himself a poetic soul, and 
he long resisted making the move from 
beekeeping hobbyist to businessman. Yet 
it’s clear that his poetic approach to honey 
— which he calls “concentrated sunshine” 
— is paying off in this “dumb” business. 
First of all, he had the brilliant stroke of 
selling the honey in French wine bottles. 
“It lifted honey out of its normal realm,” he 
says. “Even people who wouldn’t normally 
buy honey would say, ‘It’s so beautiful, I 
love it!’ They wanted it on their counters.” 
High-end stores like Williams-Sonoma 
and Dean & Deluca started carrying it. 
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their responses to various media. We 
measure public opinion around the 
globe.” James Hane wrote in August, “I 
am beginning my fifth year of teaching 
both mythology and English literature 
and composition at Colegio Los No-
gales in Bogotá, Colombia. I still have 
Bo, my 16-year-old Sewanee dog, 
who until recently accompanied me 
to class. Now that Julie Vibul, C’01, 
has left the U.S. embassy in Bogotá to 
work in Paris, I am the sole member 
of the Bogotá Sewanee Club.” richard 
Joel Walters Jr. and his wife, Tiffany, 
announce the birth of Richard Joel 
Walters III on October 24, 2005. They 
live in Apopka, Fla. charles lambert 
White iii and his wife, Lisa, announce 
the birth of Laird Eaton White on June 
26, 2006. 

1992
Baron Jordan
Communications Co-Chair
barondjordan@aol.com
578 Montgomery Ferry Rd.
Atlanta, GA 30324

Patrick Whelchel
Communications Co-Chair
pjwhelchel@reit-funding.com
241 Coventry Rd.
Decatur, GA 30030

Peter Bradley Adams was featured 
in the Nashville Scene’s “Our Critics 
Picks” section on June 8, 2006. 
While detailing Peter’s solo tour 
apart from his partner in the duo 
Eastmountainsouth, music critic Bill 
Levine described Adams’ first solo 
release, Gather Up, as “a diverse pal-
ette of songwriting that interweaves 
its mildly fluctuating moods with the 
times and places that spurred them.” 
To check tour dates and listen to 
clips, visit <www.peterbradleyadams.
com>. carolyn Barringer d’Amico 
announces the birth of Neve Fox 
D’Amico on May 21, 2006. Jeffrey 
Keith Hunt; his wife, Kristin; and son, 
Caldwell (2); moved to Auburn, Ala., 
to work with Merck & Co. edward H. 
Vaughan joined SunTrust Banks Inc. 
as vice president of the community 
banking group for the Charleston, 

S.C., market. He has more than 10 
years of experience in finance in 
Charleston, mainly in community 
and commercial banking. He holds a 
master’s degree in business adminis-
tration from The Citadel.

1993
Jonathan Webster
Communications Chair
j_webster@adelphia.net
5 Grouse Run Rd.
Lexington, VA 24450

Amy Gerbracht Armstrong and her 
husband, Kent, 
announce the 
birth of Dean 
Frederick 
Armstrong on 
May 26, 2006. 
lesley 
chapman 
competed in 
the United States Fencing Associa-
tion Summer Nationals tournament 
at the Georgia World Congress Center 
in Atlanta. Lesley competed in 
division II and division III women’s 
foil. She fences with the Bluegrass 
Fencers’ Club under Maestro Amgad 
Khazbak. She works as visual 
resources curator for the Department 
of Art at the University of Kentucky. 
See a photo of her, and fellow fencer 
and Lexington resident chris engels, 
C’04, in the 2004 notes. david dault 
released a CD of his original music 
last spring, received his second 
master’s degree (this time from 
Vanderbilt, in religious studies), was 
the July music and worship leader at 
the Massanetta Springs Presbyterian 
Youth Conferences in Harrisonburg, 
Va., and delivered conference papers 
in Atlanta and Knoxville. He 
continues his teaching duties at 
Vanderbilt and American Baptist 
College, and he is the supply 
minister at Central Presbyterian 
Church in Culleoka, Tenn. Frank 
evans Greer announces the birth of 
his second son, Kaleb Frank Greer, 

That kind of exposure got his company 
noticed by the likes of Bath & Body Works 
and ignited a period of rapid growth. Den-
nard and his company have enjoyed a rash 
of media coverage since 2005, including 
“The O-List” in O, The Oprah Magazine, the 
New York Times, and Vogue.

Dennard was first exposed 
to honey’s magic as a boy, when 
a local beekeeper kept his hives 
on family property. But Den-
nard really learned to appreciate 
bees during his years at Sewanee, 
where he majored in religion 
and bunked in a cabin on the 
Jumpoff Road property of Lee 
Stapleton and the late Archie Sta-
pleton, T’59. Dennard became 
an apprentice to Archie, a retired 
priest, who taught him the art and 
science of beekeeping. 

After college, Dennard worked 
with Jamaican beekeepers as a 
Peace Corps volunteer. There, 
he says, he truly learned to love 
working in the hives, which he de-
scribes as a Zen-like experience: 
Enveloped in the bees’ constant 
humming, and moving slowly to 
avoid aggravating them, you “get 
lost in time.” 

His business is built on this 
deep personal appreciation of 
bees and their importance to the health 
of our environment, he says. “Honey has 
been revered forever,” he says. “I want to 
have people get that back again.”

Visit <www.savannahbee.com> for more 
information. 

 — Laura Barlament
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on May 17, 2006. He lives with his 
family in Dunlap, Tenn. Jeff Muench 
and Venetia seblatnigg were 

married in All Saints’ Chapel on 
October 22, 2005. Andy Keyse, T’02, 
officiated. Other Sewanee alumni 
included in the service were Alex 
seblatnigg, C’94; Geoff euston, 
C’94; steve costa, C’92; Marcel 
davis, C’93; Peter Key, C’93; and 
chip Wallace, C’93. Jeff and Venetia 
live in Chicago, where Jeff is the 
marketing manager for Redi-Whip 
and ConAgra Foods. Hollis t. rogers, 
a board-certified general surgeon, 
joined Colon and Rectal Surgical 
Associates of Fayetteville, Ark., in 
August. 

199�
Susie Davis
Communications Co-Chair 
sdavis@lovett.org
3216 Post Woods Dr., Apt. K
Atlanta, GA 30339

Elizabeth “Buffy” Mackenzie
Communications Co-Chair
elizmac@mac.com
1786 Casselberry Ct.
Orange Park, FL 32003

Polly Baroco is an architect in San 
Francisco, Calif. Jennie Bartlett 
married John M. Wynne in St. Louis, 
Mo., at the Church of St. Michael and 

St. George on June 4, 2005. In May 
of this year, Jennie joined the law 
firm of Bryan Cave LLP as an 
associate attorney practicing in the 
real estate group in the St. Louis 
office. emily tapia Hammett’s son, 
Jack (2), contributed to the festivities 
at the first New Orleans Jazz and 
Heritage Festival since Hurricane 
Katrina. The family, including Emily’s 
husband, Wade, relocated to 
Houston for four months after the 
hurricane, but they are now happy to 
be back 
in their 
home in 
the New 
Orleans 
area. 
Emily is 
an 
interior designer with Gensler, a 
worldwide architecture, planning, and 
design firm. emily French reilly and 
her husband, William Reilly, 
announce the birth of James 
Donovan on October 22, 2005. 
James is the third in a line of 
brothers, following William and 
Patrick. 

1995
Katherine Israel
Communications Chair
kcisrael@yahoo.com  
771 Madeline Ln.
Auburn, AL 36832

William oliver Byars and his wife, 
Betsy, announce the birth of Lula 
Clayton Byars in October 2005. Lula 
joins sister Alice. They live in 
Birmingham, Ala., where William 
works for First American Bank. 
Jennifer Wolfram campbell and 
chris campbell, C’96, announce the 
birth of Emily Anne Campbell on 
February 8, 2006. Emily joins brother 
Wes. They live in Park City, Utah. Brad 
Mall and his 
wife, Leigh, are 
proud to 
announce the 
birth of their 
first child, 
Hayes 
Huckabay Mall, 
on May 12, 
2006. eric-John Marsland and Amy 
Michelle thompson Marsland 
announce the birth of James McIntire 

Marsland on June 4, 2006. nikki 
etheridge Merritt reports that a 
group of Sewanee alumni and their 
kids gathered in Big Canoe, Ga., for 
Memorial Day weekend. Besides 
Nikki, her husband, Will Merritt, 
C’96, and their children, Olivia (5) 
and McIver (3), the group included 
sarah Metzgar steffner, C’94, and 
Jamey steffner C’91 and their 
daughter, Julia; dawn White 
Pumpelly, C’94, with her husband, 
David, and their son, Andrew; and 
Ashley neal Pritchett, C’96, and her 
husband, Mark. The Merritts live in 
Houston, Tex. Will is a second-year 
fellow in gynecologic oncology at MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. Nikki is an 
assistant preschool teacher. Keith 
delon Minnifield lives in Dallas, Ga., 
along with his wife, Colette, and his 
daughter, Niara. Keith is a high 
school special education teacher at 
Page High School, where he also 
coaches track and baseball. Amanda 
Vance Moran and Tom Moran 
announce the 
birth of Claire 
Elizabeth in 
New York City 
on April 22, 
2006. Claire 
joins brother 
Robert. Joseph 
lee neibich is 
producing a movie with Billy Zane 
and Ron Perlman. Justin eugene 
sonfield and his wife, Catherine, 
announce the birth of Caroline on 
October 19, 2005. Adrienne evans 
Williams and her husband, David, 
announce the birth of their son, 
Dalton Fletcher Williams, on March 
21, 2006, in Casper, Wyo.

1996
Brooke Vaughan Schroeder
Communications Co-Chair
brookeschroeder@gmail.com
2509 Fairfax Ave.
Nashville, TN 37212

Diane O’Bryan Johnston
Communications Co-Chair 
diane.johnston@alumni.sewanee.edu
15 Jerusalem Road Dr.
Cohasset, MA 02025

chris campbell and Jennifer 
Wolfram campbell, C’95, announce 
the birth of Emily Anne Campbell on 

CLASS COMMUNiCATiONS CHAirS

With this issue, Sewanee magazine is introducing a new volun-
teer role, the class communications chair. Class communications 
chairs will be responsible for collecting 
news and writing the class notes columns. 
The communications chair for your class 
and his or her contact information is listed 
with your class notes. We hope you will enjoy 
the personal touch they bring to the class 
notes! We will continue also to accept your news, 
address updates, and photos at <classnotes@
sewanee.edu>. 
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February 8, 2006. Emily joins her big 
brother, Wes. They live in Park City, 
Utah. Katie and clark Gallivan 
announce the birth of Samuel Meyer 
on June 1, 
2006. Sam 
joins broth-
ers Jack 
(5) and 
Max (2). 
Katherine 
toole Garzon and George Garzon, 
C’98, have been living in Newmarket, 
England, for about a year. George is 
a fighter pilot in the U.S. Air Force 
and is based at R.A.F. Lakenheath, 
flying the F-15E Strike Eagle. Their 
second child, Alice Bellingrath 
Garzon, was born on December 25, 
2005. terry Gibson won the Florida 
Wildlife Federation’s Conservation 
Author of the Year award. He is 
managing editor of Florida Sports-
man. John inman graduated from 
the University of Tennessee College of 
Law in May. Will Merritt lives in 
Houston, Tex., with his wife, nikki 
etheridge Merritt, C’95, and their 
children, Olivia (5) and McIver (3). 
Will is a second-year fellow in 
gynecologic oncology at MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. Nikki is an 
assistant preschool teacher. Mills 
Morrison and his wife, Julia, are the 
proud parents of Mills Lane Morrison 
III, who was born at midnight on July 
20. Mills and Julia are also the proud 
parents of a black lab, Gator, whom 
they accidentally won at a fundraiser 
auction. They live in Isle of Hope near 
Savannah, Ga. christopher scott 
rainey and his wife, Jodi, announce 
the birth of Harrison Rainey on 
February 4, 2006.

1997 
Land Deleot
Communications Chair
LDeleot@ctmt.com

Jennifer nicole Armstrong is pursu-
ing a Ph.D. in American literature at 
the University of Colorado in Boulder. 
nicholas Beasley and elizabeth 
irwin Beasley relocated to Atlanta 
in August 2006 after four years in 

GEORGE CORE, Editor
LEIGH ANNE COUCH, Managing Editor
The University of the South

The University of the South in
Sewanee, Tennessee, is the home

of this venerable quarterly, begun in
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caroline Byrd, C’00, and Alex 
christman, C’99, were mar-
ried at St. Augustine’s Episcopal 
Church in Metairie, La., on April 
22, 2006.  Sewanee alumni who 
celebrated with them included Ariel 
Bennett, C’96; Abbey christman, 
C’96; Maggie Graham, C’99;  
rachel nance Malde, C’00;  
Kathrin Probst, C’00; elizabeth 
Byrd Brignac, C’97; The Rev. ralph 
Byrd, T’87; rob sealand, C’99; 
sarah Grams sealand, C’00; the Rev. Fred devall, C’91; Mary-stuart Anderson 
Gallian, C’99; Andrew Gallian, C’99; The Rev. susan Gaumer, T’93; and the 
Rev. dave Basinger, T’96.

Nashville. Nicholas completed a 
Ph.D. at Vanderbilt and served at St. 
George’s Church while in Nashville, 
and he is now a Candler Post- 
doctoral Fellow in practical theology 
at Emory University. Elizabeth is 
continuing her job as North American 
market manager for plastics addi-
tives, with Milliken and Company of 
Spartanburg, S.C. Benjamin carlisle 
and Kelly Grey carlisle, C’98, 
celebrated their third wedding anni-
versary in August. They live in Lincoln, 
Neb. Ben is finishing his doctorate in 
Baroque music performance at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and 
has performed regularly in Lincoln, 
Fort Worth, Toronto, and Atlanta. 
Kelly is managing editor of Prairie 
Schooner, the national literary quar-
terly based at UNL, and a doctoral 
student in English. Her personal es-
says appear in River Teeth and Tampa 
Review, and she was awarded a full 
fellowship to the Virginia Center for 
the Creative Arts. stephanie dickson 
edmonds lives with her husband, 
Brian, in Memphis, Tenn. Meghan 
Jordan ritchie and david ritchie, 
C’99, welcomed Sawyer William 
Ritchie on April 3, 2006. Sawyer’s big 
brother, Micah, turns 4 in December. 
carden Yeiser simcox took a field-
based research and development 
position as a medical education and 
research liaison with the medical 
affairs division of TAP Pharmaceuti-
cal Products Inc. in early 2006. She 
collaborates with academic scientists 
and physicians on metabolic 
research and educational initiatives. 
Her territory includes medical centers 
in Ala., Tenn., Ky., and W.Va. Carden’s 
home office is in Nashville, where 
she lives with her husband, David.

1998
Lauren Auttonberry
Communications Chair
SewaneeC98@earthlink.net
207 Magnolia St.
Edwards, MS 39066

Virginia lee “Ginger” Bailey married 
Robert Jerome Rolfes at Holy 

Comforter Episcopal Church in 
Charlotte, N.C., on May 20, 2006. 
They live in Charlotte, where Ginger is 
an associate with the law firm of 
Kilpatrick Stockton LLP. She focuses 
her practice on commercial real 
estate and finance. Bobby is 
finishing his degree in business at 
UNC Charlotte and selling high-end 
autos at Auto Sports by the Lake, 
near Lake Norman. Kelly Grey 
carlisle and Benjamin carlisle, 

corey Brown, C’99, married Matthew Thornblad on August 13, 2005, at 
McBirney Mansion in Tulsa, Okla. Pictured: elisa Young, C’99; Mary Jacklyn 
Bailey, C’00; corrie Westbrook, corey Brown, Michelle Yahng Mesack, 
Melissa Perry, casey crosthwait, and Alison clyde, all C’99. The couple lives 
in Arlington, Va.

CLASS COMMUNiCATiONS CHAirS

With this issue, Sewanee magazine is introducing a new volun-
teer role, the class communications chair. Class communications 
chairs will be responsible for collecting 
news and writing the class notes columns. 
The communications chair for your class 
and his or her contact information is listed 
with your class notes. We hope you will enjoy 
the personal touch they bring to the class 
notes! We will continue also to accept your news, 
address updates, and photos at <classnotes@
sewanee.edu>. 
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C’97, celebrated their third wedding 
anniversary in August. They live in 
Lincoln, Neb. Kelly is managing editor 
of Prairie Schooner, the national 
literary quarterly based at UNL, and 
a doctoral student in English. Her 
personal essays appear in River 
Teeth and Tampa Review, and she 
was awarded a full fellowship to the 
Virginia Center for the Creative Arts. 
Ben is finishing up his doctorate in 
Baroque music performance at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and 
has performed regularly in Lincoln, 
Fort Worth, Toronto, and Atlanta. 
George Garzon and Katherine toole 
Garzon, C’96, have been living in 
Newmarket, England, for about a 
year. George is a fighter pilot in the 
U.S. Air Force and is based at R.A.F. 
Lakenheath, flying the F-15E Strike 
Eagle. Their second child, Alice 
Bellingrath Garzon, was born on 
December 25, 2005. Mary-stewart 
Holmes loring and Cabe Loring 
announce the birth of a daughter, 
Blair, on May 31, 2006. “Can’t wait 
to bring her to Sewanee!” Frank 
Pratt finished his master’s in social 
work at the University of Georgia and 
is working as a social services 
provider on one of the adult mental 
health units at Northwest Georgia 
Regional Hospital in Rome. “My wife 
continues to fight a battle with 
interstitial cystitis,” he adds. “She 
started seeing a doctor in Cartersville 
who treats more IC cases than any 
other physician in the Southeast, so 
we are hopeful that her condition will 
improve in the near future. I’ve 
jumped onto the myspace band-
wagon; track me down next time 
you’re online.”

1999
Jay Donnelly
Communications Chair
jdonnellyjr@athensdistributing.com
P.O. Box 23287
Chattanooga, TN 37422

Abby West Howell and Timothy Craig 

Lund were married on April 23, 
2005, at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
in Phoenix, Ariz. (Photo by Bob Rink.) 
The Rev. Dr. ronald F. Kotrc, T’96, 
traveled from Ketchikan, Alaska, to 
officiate. Sewanee friends Jason 
Price, C’98, and Kari Price; Ben 
Pearson, C’00, and dorrie Pearson; 
sam Mclamb and liz dooley 
Mclamb; rebecca Pitts Bornac; 
Kristen touhey Hanzel; and 
Mackenzie Johnson were there to 
celebrate. Tim and Abby live in 
southern Maryland, where Tim is a 
helicopter pilot for the U.S. Navy and 
Abby works as a geologist for 
Chevron. They will be moving to 
Honolulu, Hawaii, in November. 
Forrest Jessee writes, “I finished my 
RIBA Part I (the UK’s first profes-
sional degree) at the Architectural 
Association in London and have 
been working as a junior designer for 
WorkAC, an architecture firm in New 
York, for the past year. Some of the 
projects have included the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music expansion and 
Diane von Furstenberg’s headquar-
ters. I was also accepted to 
Columbia University to finish my 
master’s in the fall, and one of my 
pieces is being exhibited in 1000 
postcards, a show celebrating the 
Architecture League of New York’s 
125th anniversary.” robin Grant 
Kindig and Jonathan Vance Kindig, 

Amanda Mccomb cogar, C’00; Melissa Habel, C’02; carolyn Bender, C’99; 
laura Martin Jones, C’00; Wool E. Bull; Amy Johnson, C’02; John Graves, C’03; 
chris Jones, C’01; Katie nard, C’00; and chris Boehme, C’99, gathered at the 
Durham Bulls Athletic Park in July 2006 to enjoy a game against the Columbus 
Clippers.

sarah Harper, C’99, married Matt O’Brien in Miami, Fla., on March 18, 2006. 
Pictured: Auburn daily, C’99; Brooks orrick, C’99; Jackson Harper, C’96; 
caroline cheves, C’99; Alston Barrow, C’97; Merritt Barrow, C’97; east 
Apthorp, C’96; seema Patel, C’99; lydia Fenet, C’99; caroline coward, C’99; 
clark Files, C’99; Katherine lindyberg Files, C’99; and Bruce Harper, C’67. 
Jamie Baldwin, C’99, and Mac Mccraw, C’97, also attended the ceremony.
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C’99, announce the birth of their son, 
Lane Edward, on May 2, 2006. david 
ritchie and Meghan Jordan ritchie, 
C’97, welcomed Sawyer William 
Ritchie on 
April 3, 
2006. 
Sawyer’s 
big 
brother, 
Micah, 
turns 4 in 
December. david royal received his 
Ph.D. in molecular neuroscience from 
Vanderbilt University in May 2006. 
He’s now a post-doctoral fellow at 
Vanderbilt University’s Kennedy 
Center, where he investigates 
multisensory integration. He’s 
pictured with his mentor, Vivien 
Casagrande, on graduation day. (Ed.’s 

Note: We featured David in this 
issue; see pages 24–25.) robert 
o’daniel sealand began his third 
year of medical school at the 
University of Tennessee in Memphis 
after passing his step-one board 
exams.

2000
Brian Fiore
Communications Chair
brian.fiore@gmail.com
922 Manor Rd., #322
Alexandria, VA 22305

Brandon c. Ashcraft lives on the 
Upper West Side of Manhattan in 
New York City. He is a vice president 
in corporate communications at 
Banc of America Securities, the 
investment-banking arm of Bank of 
America. charles Fiore accepted a 
position as marketing coordinator 
and editorial assistant with ACTA 
Publications. Andrew Johnston 
graduated from the University of 
Maryland School of Law and works 
for the firm of McGuire Woods, in its 
Baltimore, Md., office. He practices in 
the commercial litigation depart-
ment. Worth Jones married Elizabeth 
Sprunt of 
Dallas, Tex., on 
September 18, 
2004. Their 
son, Thomas 
Worthington 
“Cort” Jones IV, 
was born on 
July 5, 2006. 
They live in Memphis, where Worth is 
director of a Christian summer camp 
that serves inner-city kids. robin 
Grant Kindig and Jonathan Vance 
Kindig, C’99, announce the birth of 
their son, Lane Edward, on May 2, 
2006. sarah Grams sealand 
graduated magna cum laude from 
Memphis Theological Seminary with 
a master’s of divinity on May 13, 
2006. She is a certified candidate 
for ordained ministry in the United 
Methodist Church. She is serving as 
a family and children’s pastor in West 
Memphis, Ark.

Wren Garmon, C’01, and Jason cook, C’03, were married at Abbo’s Alley ravine on July 2, 2005. Hilary Hargrove, C’00; 
susannah ray, C’01; Jennifer Phillips, C’01; ian saville, C’03; and drew Webster, C’03, were among the wedding party. 
Pictured are many of the couple’s friends from Sewanee who attended the ceremony. Wren and Jason live in Pelham, Ala. 
Jason is entering his fourth year of medical school at the University of Alabama-Birmingham, and Wren is a program coor-
dinator at the Alabama 4-H Center Environmental Field School. 

eli lightner and courtney stiff, both C’01, were married in Lexington, Ky., on 
September 17, 2005. The following alumni attended the ceremony: Andy raish, 
C’01; Mark orr, C’01; catharine Jackson Husbands, C’01; collin Husbands, 
C’98; don Gladders, C’98; Krissy Walker Gladders, C’01; elizabeth Watkins, 
C’02; Quentin Watkins, C’99; Adam sadlowski, C’01; trumaine Polk, C’02; 
Grady leach, C’02; Joel lightner, C’00; Aaron lawyer, C’01; Patrick Blanken-
ship, C’00; Wilson rogers, C’02; rob rust, C’00; lizzy spruill rust, C’00; 
Megan Hintz, C’01; tad Kays, C’00; carrie Hunsicker, C’01; Amanda ross, 
C’01; Holly eberly, C’01; savannah Garman, C’01; Knox Van nagell, C’01; Kav 
Milward, C’02; Bo Moss, C’01; Allison cornwell Moss, C’03; Beth saer Jones, 
C’01; and drew Jones, C’01.
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WHEN IS THE SEWANEE ANNUAL FUND? 

The Sewanee Annual Fund is now until June 30, 2007. It’s next year, from July 1 to June 30 of 2008.  
It’s annual; it transforms lives. It opens the doors to growth and turns the lights on learning.

When will you make your gift? Be a part of the new Sewanee Annual Fund. Make your gift today and 
remember Sewanee again tomorrow. The Sewanee Annual Fund: $3.3 million by June 30, 2007

visit www.sewaneeonline.com or call 800.367.1179 to make a gift to the sewanee annual Fund.

2001
Elizabeth Pate Foley
Communications Chair
2001classnotes@gmail.com 
1200 North Herndon St. #156
Arlington, VA 22201

Amelia taylor Fiore completed both 
the Chicago and the Philadelphia 
triathlons this summer, raising a 
significant amount of money for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 
tommy Humphries sent us an 
update on his whereabouts since 
graduation. He worked for the local 
parish in Winchester, Tenn., before 
moving to Arkansas to work as a 
youth minister and high school 
teacher. In May, he finished an M.A. 
in systematic theology at the Catho-
lic University of America in Washing-
ton, D.C. In D.C., his roommate was 
Bailey norman. Tommy now lives 
in Atlanta, where he is studying for 
a Ph.D. in early Christian (Patristic) 
theology at Emory University. Megan 
Kime married Thomas Michael 
McCarthy in Nags Head, N.C., on 
September 18, 2005. A number of 
Sewanee grads from the  2001 at-
tended the ceremony, including Julia 
Mcdaris, sidney short, caroline 
Alcazar, Katy Henderson, Kathleen 
schmidt, Mark tucker, and Betsy 

davis. Megan and Tom moved to 
Montgomery, Ala., where Megan is 
an attorney in a civil defense firm 
and Tom is a deputy district attorney 
for Montgomery County. Matt lozier 
joined the Covington, Ky., head-
quarters of BASES, an international 
market research firm, as a senior 
research analyst. He earned an 
MBA in international management 
from Thunderbird, The Garvin School 
of International Management, in 
December 2005. Matt lives in Ft. 
Thomas, Ky., with his wife, Amy 
Martin lozier, C’04, and their dog, 
Ripley. nikel rogers received her 
master’s degree in psychology from 
the University of North Texas, where 
she is continuing to work on her 
Ph.D. She also completed her third 
marathon in December 2005. 

2002
David J. Atkinson
Communications Co-Chair
david.atkinson@alumni.sewanee.edu
1712 17th St. NW, #2
Washington, DC 20009

Jane Harrison Chapman Fisher
Communications Co-Chair
janeharrisonfisher@yahoo.com
108 Windstone Dr.
Oxford, MS 38655

ryan Boylan married Stephanie 
Martin in Norcross, Ga., on October 
8, 2005. Ryan has an M.A. in 
Spanish literature from Georgia State 
University and teaches Spanish in 
fifth to twelfth grade in Carrollton, Ga. 
Stephanie works for the Department 
of Family and Children Services in 
Forsyth County, Ga. They live in 
Duluth, Ga. caroline catts of 
Atlanta, Ga., 
married Ricky 
Xie of 
Shandong, 
China, on April 
29, 2006, in 
Beijing, China. 
Caroline is a 
senior account 
manager at a Chinese public 
relations company and Ricky is an 
account manager at City Weekend 
Magazine. The couple lives in Beijing. 
Katy cofer and Kyle Woodall were 
married on May 27, 2006, in Abbo’s 
Alley. They will be moving to Nashville 
over Thanksgiving and are looking 
forward to seeing fellow alumni in 
the area. Matthew dalton Files and 
elizabeth Anna Jacob were married 

at the Chapel of the Apostles on 
June 24, 2006. Matthew Guinn 
wrote in July that he planned to 
return from his Peace Corps tour in 
Moldova in October. He writes, “It’s 
been a challenging but rewarding two 
years. During this time, I finished my 
master’s of political science from 
SUNY at Buffalo. My thesis presented 
my research on the success of 
community strategic plans in 
Moldovan rural villages. I am looking 
forward to spending time with my 
family and friends in the Buffalo, N.Y., 
area.” Andrew Mcewan was the top 
U.S. kayaker at the Wildwater World 
Championships in June in the Czech 
Republic. david Mason, C’73, won 
an uncontested gold medal in 
masters men’s canoe. For more 
information, visit <www.usawildwater.
com>.
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break during the United States 
Fencing Association Summer 
Nationals tournament at the Georgia 
World Congress Center in Atlanta. 
Both live in Lexington, Ky. Chris, who 
competed in division II men’s epee, 
fences with the University of 
Kentucky Fencing Club while 
pursuing his doctorate in computer 
science. Lesley, who competed in 
division II and division III women’s 
foil, fences with the Bluegrass 
Fencers’ Club under Maestro Amgad 
Khazbak. She’s the visual resources 
curator for the Department of Art at 
the University of Kentucky. In addition 
to sharing an alma mater, both 
fencers are left-handed. charles e. 
Jenkins is a postulant for Holy 
Orders in the Episcopal Diocese of 
South Carolina. He is studying for a 
Master of Divinity degree at the Trinity 
School for Ministry in Ambridge, Pa. 
Amy Martin lozier is junior 
interactive editor at Digital Intelli-
gence Group in Cincinnati, Ohio. She 
lives in Ft. Thomas, Ky., with her 
husband Matt, C’01, and their dog, 
Ripley. James salter and Mallory 
dorand, C’06, were married at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in 
Montgomery, Ala., on February 18, 
2006. sarah Vandergriff has been 
teaching at the Academy of the 
Sacred Heart in New Orleans, La., 
while working on her master’s degree 
in religious studies and ethics at 
Loyola University for the past two 
years. She is now enrolled in Loyola’s 
joint J.D.-M.A. program. Whitney 
White has been living in Austin, Tex., 
for about a year and a half. First she 
worked with a green building 
AmeriCorps program, and now she’s 
with the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. 

2005
J. Bradley Cherry
Communications Chair
bradcherry@alumni.sewanee.edu
309 Meeting St., Apt. No. 2
Charleston, SC 29401

Jennifer Ann Macksoud and William 
James dukes, C’03, were married 
in All Saints’ Chapel on May 27, 
2006. ellen Murphy is a volunteer 

with AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers 
in Service to America) in Nashville, 
Tenn. She is developing a bilingual 
(Spanish–English) literacy program 
for local Hispanic children. In May, 
she was quoted in an article in the 
Tennessean about her work with the 
literacy organization Book ’Em and 
its Hispanic division, Biblioteca Sin 
Paredes. Ellen is also a Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters volunteer and is ap-
plying to master’s degree programs 
for school counseling. dave rudolph 
wrote a story about how he got a job 
at the Nashville Scene. It bore the 
intriguing subtitle “A story of drunken 
phone calls and semicolon hatin’” 
and was published in the August 24 
edition of the Scene’s online edition. 

2006
Mallory dorand and James salter, 
C’04, were married at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Montgomery, 
Ala., on February 18, 2006. John 
shepard lives in Lander, Wyo., where 
he does fisheries biology work for the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Depart-
ment. “It’s a great job,” he reports, 
“and a good change of pace from the 
countless academic essays of the 
last four years.” 

Brittany Kate Ames, C’04, married Joseph Jeffrey Apple in June at the Episcopal 
Church of St. Peter and St. Paul in Marietta, Ga. Pictured: Becky callaway, C’04; 
ele Ford, C’04; Julie Blair, C’04; and stormy Hendershott, C’04. Also present 
at the wedding were lauren cotner Francis, C’04; Jerry Monds, C’05; Huntley 
luna, C’01; cynthia Gray, C’05; and John Marshall, C’07. Brittany graduated 
from Boston College in May with a master’s in counseling psychology. She and 
Joseph live in Dallas, Tex. 

2003
Rachel Eason
Communications Co-Chair
RachelEason@aol.com 
1700 21st Ave. S, #204
Nashville, TN 37212

Anderson Neighbors
Communications Co-Chair
andersonneighbors@hotmail.com
4172 Winston Way
Birmingham, AL 35213

William James dukes and Jennifer 
Ann Macksoud, C’05, were married 
at All Saints’ Chapel on May 27, 
2006. collins lehman, a hand on 
Rainbow Trout Ranch in Antonito, 
Colo., was featured on SI.com in 
the article, “What You Need Is a Job: 
Top 10 Careers You Might Not Have 
Considered.” stuart Walton small 
married Henry Francis Beaumont VI 
at the Chapel of the Apostles on April 
22, 2006. They live in Panama City 
Beach, Fla.

200�
Rebecca Daubert
Communications Co-Chair
rebeccaanndaubert@hotmail.com 
649 Fort Johnson Rd.
Charleston, SC 29412

John Thomas
Communications Co-Chair
johnreedthomas@gmail.com

Julie Blair lives in Boston and works 
as a marketing assistant for 
Houghton Mifflin. Michael Justin 
Brown married Rebecca Anders Eddy 
on August 12, 2006, in All Saints’ 
Chapel. chris engels (right) and 
lesley chapman, C’93, enjoy a 



college class notes
From the Record Shelf
Smith Mcaulay, C’02, melds traditional and 
rock influences in Gabriel

Smith Mcaulay, C’02, sings and plays banjo and fiddle in Skint-
back City Public Radio, a string band based in Asheville, N.C. 
The group has recorded The Gabriel EP, a hot-footed revival of many 
musical influences. Drew Phillips, C’06, conducted this interview 
with Mcaulay about SCPR’s record and music:

i talked with you in asheville about the showcase you won 
at the Westville Pub. Could you explain that whole occurrence 
for Sewanee? The Westville Pub, which is sort of like the sandlot 
where we got our start, hosts a free hard rock showcase every Sun-
day night. They started advertising a battle of the bands. There 
was a cash prize, as well as free recording time at Giraffe Studios 
in Hendersonville, N.C. … We figured we would enter it, sort 
of as a fluke — a hillbilly diversion. ... When we walked on stage 
in cowboy hats with a fiddle, guitar, and bass, people were a little 
dumbfounded. Then we ripped into [our song from Gabriel], “One 
Way Out,” and ...  there were people head-banging! … The judges 
gave us a standing ovation. We figured it was just because we were 
such a spectacle. But then we won. 

The Gabriel EP speaks to traditional music — it pretty much 
gets in the face of traditional music. did you have that in 
mind when you were selecting the songs for the eP? We all love 
traditional music, but any identity we assume with it is just that 
— assumed identity. Our appreciation of it — our awareness of it 
even — comes from folks like Elvis, Bob Dylan, the Grateful Dead. 
Those guys got to rock-n-roll through traditional music. Then 
there’s bands like Nirvana and the Violent Femmes that are part 
of our psyche and play an important role in our approach. … All 
of those archaic songs, and the early recordings of them from the 
’20s and ’30s, are bound together by a loose mythology. We wanted 
our record to have that sort of feel, where all of the songs are about 
each other. We called it The Gabriel EP because there are a couple of 
references to the Archangel Gabriel, as well as a song about a rooster 
crowing. Gabriel is the Archangel of the Annunciation. Since it was 
our first realized recording venture, it seemed like an appropriate 
name. There is a lot about death and rebirth, and finding out what 
you really want in those songs. They are concepts that have become 
very important to each of us, independently, in our lives over the 
course of the past two or three years. And other people understand 
them too. Punk people. Country people. City people. Religious 
people. Non-religious people. 

To listen to selections from The Gabriel EP, visit <www.myspace.
com/skintbackcitypublicradio>.

Jonathan Meiburg, C’97, shines in 
Shearwater’s Palo Santo 

Shearwater, the band founded by Jonathan Meiburg, C’97, and 
Will Sheff, has released a new album, Palo Santo (Misra, 2006) to 
rave reviews. It’s the first Shearwater release to be made up entirely 
of songs by vocalist and multi-instrumentalist Meiburg. 

“Palo Santo is both bolder and more elusive than earlier Shearwater 
albums: there are lots of deaths and births — exits, one way and 
another — on the CD, but Mr. Meiburg never spells out a story,” 

wrote Kelefa Sanneh in a New York Times music review on July 8. 
“Shearwater evokes washed-out swimming holes full of corroded 

batteries and bad dreams,” wrote Andy Battaglia for The Onion. “The 
group’s haunting Palo Santo lopes around guitar, piano, banjo, and the 
voice of a singer who sounds unduly poised even when he’s on the 
brink of losing it. Portentous atmospheres and patient pacing recall 
the ornate movements of late-period Talk Talk, but flashes of fuzz 
and brusque indie-rock urgency make the rarified moods bristlingly 
real. It’s the kind of album that can steal a breath and pay it back, 
with interest, after the debt is long forgotten. ... Grade: A.”

Find out more and listen to music at <www.shearwatermusic.
com>.
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Joseph d. cheek, C’34, of Davidson, 
Tenn., died on June 8, 2006. He 
spent most of his professional career 
in the automobile industry — most 
notably as president of the world’s 
first Dodge dealership. Cheek served 
as president of the Automobile Trade 
Association and served on the board 
of directors of the original Nashville 
Bank and Trust Company. He had 61 
years of service as a member of the 
Corinthian Masonic Lodge 414, and 
he was also a member of the Belle 
Meade Country Club.

George n. Wagnon, A’35, C’39, of 
Anchorage, Alaska, died on August 4, 
2006. He attended Emory University 
Medical School in Atlanta. He served 
in the U.S. Army from 1942 to 1947, 
and again from 1951 to 1955, earn-
ing the rank of captain. He opened 
his own medical practice and moved 
to Alaska. He began working for the 
U.S. Public Health Service and was 
appointed assistant chief of surgery 
at the Alaska Native Health Service 
Hospital. He was also the medical 
officer in charge at Public Health 
Service hospitals in Kanakanak and 
Bethel, and he left the state briefly 
to do similar work in Arizona. He then 
opened his own practice, retiring 
in 1988. He was a recipient of a 
Meritorious Service medal from the 
Public Health Service Commissioned 
Corps. He was also a private pilot for 
many years. 

ephraim Kirby-smith, C’42, of New-
port Beach, Calif., died on August 8, 
2006. He was a retired colonel of the 
U.S. Marine Corps. He was nomi-
nated by the University of the South 
for the Silver Anniversary All-America 
Award. He played golf, track, and 
football at the varsity level during his 
college years. Survivors include his 
wife, Eleanor.

James Melvin “Mel” Goad, C’43, 
of Nashville, Tenn., died on August 
12, 2006. He was a member of the 
fraternity Phi Gamma Delta and an 
avid softball player. He joined the 
U.S. Navy after college.

Joe W. Fowler, N’43, of Farragut, 
Tenn., died on July 20, 2006. He was 
an engineering graduate of Tulane 
University through the U.S. Navy V-12 
program and served in World War 
II. He was the owner of Campbell 

Station Wine and Spirits, marketing 
manager for GTE Sylvania Lighting, 
national sales manager for Lithonia 
Lighting, and the former owner of 
Factory Sales Agency in Nashville. He 
had patents for many electrical and 
heating designs. He enjoyed flying his 
Cessna 172 and restoring antique 
cars. Survivors include his wife, Jean.

Walter s. ernst Jr., C’49, of Raleigh, 
N.C., died on June 28, 2006. He 
enlisted in the Navy during World 
War II and received an honorable 
discharge. He received a master’s 
degree in physics from Vanderbilt 
University and a master’s degree in 
ceramic engineering from Clemson 
University. He also attended Colum-
bia University, and was employed in 
research by the Norton Company in 
Worchester, Mass.

John r. tucker Jr., C’49, of Kansas 
City, Mo., died on June 2, 2006. 
A member of Alpha Tau Omega at 
Sewanee, he graduated from the 
University with honors. He received 
his M.B.A. in business from Harvard 
University. He served in World War II 
with the 99th Army Infantry Division. 
Tucker was honorably discharged, 
and he received both a Purple Heart 
and a Bronze Star. Having lost his 
leg in the war, he always joked that 
he “still had a foothold in Germany.” 
He retired as postmaster from the 
U.S. Postal Service after 20 years. 
A lifelong Episcopalian, he was a 
member of All Saints’ in Kansas City. 
He served on its vestry and took 
pride in creating a cursillo, which is 
a spiritual retreat intended to bring 
individuals closer to God.

Aidan Kavanagh, C’51, of Hamden 
Conn., died on July 9, 2006. He 
was professor emeritus of liturgics 
at the Yale Institute of Sacred Music 
and Yale Divinity School. He was a 
Benedictine monk, and among the 
first faculty hired at the institute 
after its move from Union Theological 
Seminary in New York. He was acting 
dean of the Yale Divinity School and 
acting director of the institute. He 
was ordained to the priesthood in 
1957, and his passion was moral 
theology.

neill Boldrick Jr., C’52, of San Anto-
nio, Tex., died on May 31, 2006. He 
was a member of the Kappa Sigma 

fraternity. After graduating from 
Sewanee, he received a B.A. in eco-
nomics and a J.D. from the University 
of Texas. He also attended post-grad-
uate studies at Harvard University 
Law School and Oxford University. He 
was engaged in the practice of law 
in San Antonio for over 50 years and 
was active in numerous business, 
real estate, and investment projects. 
He was a member of the San Antonio 
Bar Association, the American Bar 
Association, and the State Bar of 
Texas, where he was a Fellow of the 
Texas Bar Foundation. He was a 
member of the Town Club, Conopus 
Club, San Antonio Country Club, The 
Argyle, Club Giraud, Argyle History 
Club, and Steeplechase Club of Fort 
Worth. Survivors include his wife, Liz, 
and his sons, samuel n. Boldrick iii, 
C’80, and John Paul Boldrick, C’82.

James l. caldwell McFaddin Jr., 
C’52, of Beaumont, Tex., died on July 
31, 2006. A descendant of a promi-
nent Beaumont family, he was an 
avid reader who also enjoyed hunt-
ing, fishing, and wildcatting for oil. 
Reading was such a passion, in fact, 
that his family joked his tombstone 
should bear the inscription: “Let me 
finish this chapter.” After graduating 
from Sewanee, he earned a master’s 
degree from Harvard University’s 
School of Business. He served in the 
U.S. Army in counterintelligence dur-
ing the Korean War. He was involved 
with Trinity United Methodist Church, 
serving on many committees. He was 
also a trustee for the Moody Retire-
ment Center in Galveston. 

edward carlyle sharp Jr., C’53, of 
Clyde, N.C., died on December 18, 
2005. He was president of the Phi 
Gamma Delta fraternity. He was 
also involved with the Sewanee 
Purple and track and field. Deeply 
interested in politics, he wrote and 
had published over 2,500 letters to 
newspaper editors. Survivors include 
his wife, Letitia. 

William F. Bridgers, C’54, of Ashe-
ville, N.C., died on August 24, 2006. 
He was the founding dean of the 
School of Public Health at the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birmingham. 
At Sewanee, he was a German major 
and a member of Phi Beta Kappa. 
He graduated cum laude from medi-
cal school at Washington University, 

where he did research in biochemis-
try and eventually joined the medical 
staff. In 1968, he was recruited to 
UAB’s School of Medicine to develop 
an interdepartmental program in 
neurosciences. After his appointment 
as chairman of the Department of 
Public Health in 1978, he helped 
to establish the John Sparkman 
Center for International Public Health 
Education and the Lister Hill Center 
for Health Policy. He retired from 
UAB in 1992 and wrote the book 
Health Care Reform. Shortly after its 
publication, he became the head of 
the Eutaw group, which advocated 
for health care for the underserved. 
Survivors include his wife, Judy, and 
sons Jeffrey W. Bridgers, C’81, and 
William david Bridgers, C’84.

Paul J. Greeley, C’54, of Tryon, N.C., 
died on June 1, 2006. He had moved 
to Tryon from Wilmington in 2002. He 
was a member of the Tryon Rotary 
Club and Tryon Country Club, as well 
as of the Church of the Transfigura-
tion in Saluda. He served the Uni-
versity as a trustee. His friends and 
family remember him as a joyous 
person, and he will be tremendously 
missed. Survivors include his wife, 
Virginia. 

thomas M. Black, C’58, of Nashville, 
Tenn., died on June 3, 2006. He 
was a history major at Sewanee and 
played Tiger football under Horace 
Moore and Shirley Majors. As presi-
dent of the Nashville Sewanee Club, 
he enthusiastically helped prospec-
tive Nashville students learn about 
the University. After graduating, he 
served in the U.S. Army Reserve and 
then earned his J.D. from Vanderbilt. 
Early in his career, he spent a one-
year appointment as a law clerk to 
the Tennessee Supreme Court, and 
eight years with the Nashville firm of 
Gracey, Buck, Maddin, and Cowan. In 
1972, he founded the firm of Stewart 
Black with his longtime friend, 
Thomas Stewart. He was a board 
member and officer of the Nashville 
Bar Association, president of the Bar-
risters Club of Nashville, a member 
of the American Judicature Society, 
and a member of the American and 
Tennessee Bar Associations. He was 
listed in Who’s Who of American Law. 
An active Episcopalian all of his life, 
he served as senior warden and ves-
tryman at St. Ann’s in Nashville, and 
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charles Mathews Binnicker Jr., C’50, professor of 
classical languages emeritus, died on July 29, 2006, in 
Sewanee. The following remembrance was provided by 
his friend and colleague, doug seiters, C’65, professor of 
classical languages, Class of 1961 Chair of the College.

It has been my great privilege to serve on the faculty with 
a number of my former teachers from my undergraduate 
days at Sewanee. Like so many graduates of the college, 
I am deeply grateful for the relationships and support 
that I received during those important transitional college 
years. My appreciation has only grown during my years 
at Sewanee as a faculty member and colleague to some 
of these important figures in my life. It was a particular 
honor for me to have known Charles Binnicker as my 
teacher, mentor, and friend over the past 45 years. The 
appreciation that I and many others feel for the life and 
gifts of Charles cannot be adequately expressed in words, 
but I would like to acknowledge this appreciation as best 
as I can.
 Charles embodied so many qualities and character-
istics that I identify with the best traits of Sewanee. In 
1946, he traveled from his home state of Florida up to 
Sewanee, where he distinguished himself as a student 
of Latin and Greek under the tutelage of Major Henry Gass. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 1950. When 
I came to Sewanee in 1961, Charles had just returned to his alma mater after obtaining his master’s in 
classical languages from Florida State University, spending four years in the Air Force, and teaching another 
four years at the Brunswick School in Greenwich, Connecticut. 
 In my first semester, I took his lyric poetry class. His influence confirmed my desire to be a classics 
major. Charles’ friendship was like a lifeline to this insecure freshman, at a time when I was trying to rees-
tablish an identity after leaving home. Although he was a young teacher at that point, Charles’ skill and the 
clarity of his instruction dazzled his students; his willingness to listen and advise by helping us discover our 
own answers provided us with the guidance we needed. When he took a leave of absence to complete his 
Ph.D. at the University of North Carolina, we felt the loss of his gentle and supportive presence. 
 So began a relationship that later served to mentor me through my 35 years as a faculty member. 
I saw firsthand how Charles’ leadership and service to the University demonstrated his devotion to this 
place. He served as dean of men, advisor to the SAE fraternity, marshall of the University faculties, secre-
tary to the Board of Trustees, college faculty trustee, corporate secretary of the University, and secretary of 
Phi Beta Kappa. Vice chancellors going back to Dr. McCrady sought and appreciated his sage advice. In 
these roles he always provided the quiet voice of reason amidst the issues of the day. 
 His leadership in the Department of Classical Languages continued the tradition of his friend, another 
Sewanee great, Bayly Turlington. Charles was happiest in his work in the department and as a teacher. His 
invaluable contributions evoked great love and appreciation from the generations of students who were 
privileged to know him. Together with Margaret “Meg” duncan Binnicker, C’73, his gracious wife of 33 
years, he was host to a parade of visiting graduates over the years. He always amazed me with his recol-
lection of names of students. He maintained communication with so many, dating back to my own student 
days. The Associated Alumni recognized Charles’ gifts with the Distinguished Faculty/Staff Award in 2003.
 We all have known special teachers who are a lasting influence on their students. Charles Binnicker 
goes to the head of the class in this category, and those of us who were his devoted students and friends 
will carry his memory in our hearts and minds. 
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Charles Binnicker

at St. James the Less in Madison, 
Tenn., where he was a communicant 
until his death. He was a former vice 
president of the Episcopal Church-
men of Tennessee. Black was also 
active in his community as a former 
president of the Madison Optimist 
Club. Survivors include sons thomas 
M. Black Jr., C’86, and robert 
samuel Black, C’89. 

Joseph Alexander Brittain Jr., C’63, 
of Atlanta, Ga., died on July 20, 
2006. Survivors include his wife, 
Nancy, and his brother, James M. 
Brittain, C’67.

John “Jack” Fretwell, C’65, of 
Sneads Ferry, N.C., died on June 12, 
2006. He served in the Marine Corps 
from 1965 to 1989. During Vietnam, 
he served with Mike Company, 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marines from May 
1967 to May 1968. He retired from 
the corps as a lieutenant colonel. 
Fretwell then went to work with the 
Department of Business Regulation 
in the state of Florida. Survivors 
include his wife, Sharon.

Gary H. Wright, C’71, of Atlanta, Ga., 
died on May 24, 2006. Survivors 
include his wife, Dianne.

Karen r. sanderfur, C’98, of Hamp-
ton, Ga., died on May 12, 2006. She 
graduated from Georgia State Univer-
sity with a bachelor’s in mathematics 
and computer science. She worked 
as a realtor in Atlanta.
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Early 
Autumn in 
Tennessee

Before October’s gold veneer
Of leaf has covered the chilled creek,
And all the trees have grown antique
With change, before the wind unveils
Each rickety and grim physique
Of maple, poplar, oak and elm,
The cotton downs the drying field
Like strange, anachronistic snow.
The monarchs come. The monarchs go.
But still there are late swallowtails,
The cloudless sulfurs, too, that glow
Like incandescent lemon skins.
Just yesterday the evening sky
Grew gas-blue like a pilot light.
The meadow purpled into night.
And as a flock of grackles came
The black confetti of their flight
Seemed suddenly to shape a slurred,
Profoundly large and fleeting word
Against the cool and fragile dusk.
At the meadow’s far end I heard
The downward spiraling of song.
It was a screech owl’s shrill reply
To what was written on the clear sky,
Though, really, who could comprehend
The meaning of that mournful cry?
The air was sweet with soil and hay.
Two jet trails hooked a loose crochet
Across the writhing apple-green
And phlox-blue of the dying day.
It was a feeling more than a thought
That those cold colors glowing there
Seemed like the colors of despair
Or some unnamable regret.
While such forebodings, it is true,
Will seldom sway the courts of law,
Or topple legislative chambers,
They may give prophets pause, or make
The broken-hearted exiles weep,
And this, for many, is enough.

DANIEL ANDERSON

This poem is from Daniel Anderson’s new book, 
Drunk in Sunlight, just published by Johns 
Hopkins University Press. Currently on the faculty of 
Kenyon College, Anderson taught at Sewanee from 
1998 to 2002. The poem first appeared in the New 
England Review. 

From: Anderson, Daniel. Drunk in Sunlight.  2006 The Johns 
Hopkins University Press. Reprinted with permission of The 
Johns Hopkins University Press. 
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