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Dear Sewanee Alumni and Friends,
When I was in junior high school in Oak Ridge, Tenn., my squirminess drove the devoted school
librarian, Miss Ethel Wood, to despair. I remember the day — I was in the seventh grade and growing
at about an inch a month — when Miss Wood pulled me aside to tell me that I ought to read more
serious books. She pulled down a copy Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities and said, “Here, you’re
big enough to try this.” I will always be grateful for her gift of that challenge and encouragement.
The novel was beyond my grasp, but I was not about to admit that, and by the end of having looked
at every word, I had managed to sit still for long spells, which may have been Miss Wood’s chief
hope, and a good bit of the tale had somehow seeped into my imagination.
The famous first words of Dickens’ tale of Paris and London in the time of the French
Revolution are: “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times ...” I remember puzzling over
them when I started that first go at what Miss Wood called a “serious book,” and I thought of them
again as we imagined this special issue of Sewanee, in which we wanted to outline the University’s
considerable progress over the last year, to celebrate the success of The Sewanee Call campaign
and the new resources it is providing, and, at the same time, to report on how we are responding
to the intense economic challenges that are unfolding this year for our country and the world.
Last summer, The Sewanee Call campaign concluded with gifts of $205.7 million, well ahead of
its ambitious $180 million goal. Those gifts have made possible major new facilities and increased
resources for student scholarships and faculty support. In October, we celebrated the campaign’s
success and dedicated the largest investment from the campaign, Spencer Hall, our splendid new
laboratory and classroom complex for biology, chemistry, biochemistry, and environmental science. We are deeply indebted to each of the more than 18,000 donors who responded to The
Sewanee Call.
It will be no surprise to any of you that this good news has been tempered by the challenges
of the worsening economic conditions of the last few months. Sewanee joined more than 300
colleges and universities in having to scramble in late September when the Commonfund’s shortterm fixed-income fund was frozen, and over $30 million of Sewanee’s theoretically liquid assets
were temporarily locked up. More than 75 percent of those holdings have been freed by now, but
the initial scramble to put alternate sources of cash in place was a lively ride. About the same time,
some of our long-term borrowing costs shot up for several weeks. Like most foundations and
universities, our endowment’s market value has fallen, in our case, from July through December,
by 21.6 percent.
Sewanee has been careful with its resources, building modest reserves and budgeting modest contingency funds. With cautious adjustments to reduce many expenditures and, at the same
time, providing additional aid to help students and families who are facing new financial difficulties, we have been able to keep the current academic year’s budget balanced. The happy news is
that our enrollment for this Easter Semester is at an all-time high. However, we, along with most
strong colleges and universities across the country, are finding it harder than usual to predict what
our enrollments and financial aid needs will be for the academic year that will start in August.
While holding back on filling some positions, we are moving ahead aggressively to make several
key faculty appointments, hoping to take advantage of the swelling supply of outstanding academic
candidates as other institutions cancel or delay their hiring plans.
We are indeed experiencing something of the best and worst of times. Our job is to make the
best of it all, to preserve and advance the University of the South, and your generosity is playing a
major role in doing that. Warm thanks for your love and support for Sewanee.
Ecce Quam Bonum.
				
					

Joel Cunningham
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Editor’s Note
We interrupt your regularly scheduled reading to bring you this special issue of Sewanee magazine. As Vice Chancellor Cunningham mentioned in his
introductory letter, the entire University community is keenly aware of its
responsibility to act as careful stewards of the University’s resources. With
that in mind, this issue combines elements of an annual report (the Honor
Roll of Donors, the “Year in Review”) with elements of a regular issue of the
magazine (news and features).
That means there are elements of each that are missing here, most notably
the magazine’s regular departments and the popular Class Notes section. These
features will return with the next issue of the magazine in just a few months. In
the meantime, if you have news to share that you would like included in Class
Notes, please email classnotes@sewanee.edu
With the year-long commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the founding of the University, the completion of the most successful fund-raising campaign in the University’s history, and the opening of Spencer Hall, there has
been much to rejoice about in Sewanee recently. Please join us in celebrating
the University of the South’s recent successes, thanking the people who have
made them possible and making plans for a future of great promise.
— Buck Butler

Letters
More Lost Cove Literature
In the letters section of the Summer 2008
issue of Sewanee magazine, my venerable
classmate and friend, Robert Weston,
added Andrew Lytle to Walker Percy as
eminent writers who have made imaginative use of Lost Cove in their fiction.
Here’s another: James Agee. For The Morning Watch, a novella of haunting sensibility
and spiritual complexity, Agee drew in
large measure upon his experience as a
student at St. Andrew’s School (now St.
Andrew’s-Sewanee). Admittedly, Agee
makes only a passing reference to Lost
Cove; but the reference is explicit. Not in
the cove, however, but atop the plateau, at
a lake by the old sandstone quarry “across
the tracks” from the school, the climactic
scene takes place. Unlike Lytle and even
Percy, who have suffered comparative
neglect in recent years, Agee has been can4 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Winter 2009

onized. Two volumes of his collected work
were published under the imprimatur of
The Library of America in 2005 — 50
years after his untimely death.
Charles S. L. Hoover, C’63
Wichita, Kan.
Hiking Home
Though there are many steps to Green’s
View and beyond, the Summer 2008 issue of Sewanee magazine takes a big step in
the right direction with the article, “Best
Day Hikes.” As a charter Sewanee Ski and
Outing Club (SSOC) officer, I can attest
to the uniqueness of the Domain as big
reasons to ‘come back.’ You can always go
to the city, but you can’t always get what
you want in the way of natural beauty that
simply is Sewanee.
Jeff Hartzer, C’73
Albuquerque, N.M.

Mummy and Baby
Thanks for the interesting article on
photographer Alfred
Eistenstaedt’s visit to
Sewanee (“Eisie Goes
Calling,” Summer
2008). I was as intrigued as you were
regarding the story
behind the Delt Mummy, particularly
given the fact that I was a Delt, and while I
was there (’77-’81), there existed what we
referred to as the “Delt Baby.” It was a desiccated, small child-sized mummy-like relic
that resided in Woods Lab. We were told
that it once belonged to the Delts, and that
we had donated it at some time in the past.
I hadn’t given it a thought in years until
I saw your article. Immediately upon seeing the photograph, though, I remembered as a freshman accompanying some
senior brothers to Woods Lab and digging
the “baby” out of a cabinet in a basement
lab room. It was smaller, and certainly less
expressive than the fellow pictured in the
Life article. It was a very dark and shiny
brown, and something rattled inside when
you shook it.
I’ve polled several brothers from my
era, and none of us believe the “mummy”
and the “Delt baby” are one and the same.
(I did hear though that the poor creature
occasionally found itself in bed with some
poor unsuspecting brother). All this said,
I do think it is interesting that we understood that the baby had once belonged to
our house and that it had been donated
to Woods. It makes me wonder if the two
became mixed in the chapter’s “memory”
and we assigned the mummy’s identity to
the baby. Either that, or we had some prolific mummy hunter among our alumni
and there was actually more than one.
Ballard Ward, C’81
Atlanta, Ga.

on the mountain
On the Mountain

Hope and Integrity
Convocation oratories
focus on changing times

M

arking as they do the bifurcated rhythm of the academic year,
Sewanee’s Founders’ Day and Opening
Convocations offer opportunities for the
University community to pause and consider. Speakers often reflect the preoccupations of the academy and the larger world
and, as might be expected, in 2008-09,
global political and economic uncertainty
and hope for the future held center stage.
University Vice Chancellor Joel
Cunningham delivered the Founders’
Day address in October 2008, just as the
scope of the economic crisis was becoming
apparent, and just as Sewanee celebrated
the historic achievements of The Sewanee
Call campaign. Cunningham recalled
other difficult times in the nation’s and
the University’s financial histories and reminded listeners that “Sewanee was strong
and resilient then, and so it will be again.”
(For excerpts from Cunningham’s address, see
“Sewanee Works,” p. 6)
Three months later, on the Martin
Luther King Jr., holiday, the noted
British historian and journalist Godfrey
Hodgson, an admirer and sometime critic

of America and Americans, reflected on
King’s legacy the day before the inauguration of President Barack Obama. Hodgson
has spent more than four decades observing and reporting on U.S. politics and
recent history. As the London Observer’s
Washington bureau chief he covered the
Cuban missile crisis, the civil rights movement, the Kennedy assassination and the
Johnson Administration. His latest book
is The Myth of American Exceptionalism.
Hodgson recounted his first meeting
with King in the 1950s and reflected on
the last 50 years of progress in the United
States. He noted the “magnificent coincidence” of the inauguration of Barack
Obama falling a day after Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, and said he sees a new era of
hope — personal hope as well as hope for
the country — beginning in America.
“We could almost paraphrase the inspired formulation of the man who led
this country out of a great earlier trial,”
Hodgson said. “‘We have nothing to fear,
save fear itself.’ Today it sometimes feels
as if we have nothing to hope for, save
hope itself.”

The Sewanee field
hockey team claimed its
first Southern Collegiate
Athletic Conference title
with a 1-0 victory over
Centre College in the
championship match in
November. Members of
the team accepted the
championship trophy at
halftime of the SewaneeRhodes football game on
Nov. 15. The team was
also invited to participate
in the NCAA postseason
tournament.
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Sewanee Works
Excerpts from Vice Chancellor Joel Cunningham’s
Founders’ Day Oratory
Oct. 7, 2008
… We are gathered in a difficult time for our country and the world. Much of the economic
news of late has been quite dire, and few, if any, of us have been immune to the fears and
uncertainties that have seized the markets nationally and internationally. …
The continuing broad economic stress has given us new sympathy for our predecessors,
those who recovered from the loss during the Civil War of the University’s original endowment, and those who fought back from grave financial difficulties that followed the Panic of
1873 and the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1877, and those who in 1907, as they had begun to
build this All Saints’ Chapel had to settle for a low roof that lasted nearly 50 years because
another national financial crisis intervened, and those who weathered bank failures and loss
of liquidity in the Depression years of the 1930s. Sewanee was strong and resilient then,
and so it will be again in our time, however we may be tested….
Many of the problems we face in our country today are at their root problems arising
from a lack of integrity. Avarice outweighed honor in decisions individuals and institutions
made in seeking and granting mortgages, leading to risks that few perceived and injury that
is destined to be long-lasting. The need for the education, values, and traditions that are
abundant here at Sewanee has never been greater….
Just last week I received a graciously autographed copy of the book When Conscience
and Power Meet, the impressive new memoir of member of the College Class of 1942 Eugene (Nick) Ziegler. Mr. Ziegler, who achieved distinction as a wartime naval officer, attorney,
legislator, and leader in the Episcopal Church, gives many examples of how his Sewanee
education and friendships gave him the framework of insight and values that made possible
his wholeness and success. He writes: “I am indebted to Sewanee for planting in my mind
a sense of the wholeness of life. When I graduated … I took with me a quotation of John
Milton’s that I had framed and put in my law library both to inspire me and make me humble:
‘I call therefore a complete and generous education that which fits a man to perform justly,
skillfully, and magnanimously all the offices both private and public of peace and war.’” …
There is adventure here, and spirit, and challenge aplenty. We are blessed by Sewanee’s
beauty and substance. The ties of friendship forged here are lifelong, and our history and
traditions set us apart from other institutions.
Sewanee works, and it is our good fortune to be able to commit ourselves to serving and
supporting her … The Sewanee Call campaign is finished, but Sewanee calls us still. She
calls us to excellence and to serve the greater good of humankind — to make a difference
in the world.
Ecce Quam Bonum.
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Sewanee Launches
Environmental Program
for High School Students

T

his summer, the Sewanee Environmental Institute launches
its Pre-College Field Studies
Experience for rising high school juniors and seniors. The Experience is a
two-week outdoor program for talented
students who are passionate about the
outdoors and interested in advancing
their knowledge and skills in the study
of the environment. Led by full-time
University faculty and utilizing Sewanee’s ecologically diverse 13,000-acre
campus, the program will provide an
interdisciplinary introduction to environmental studies featuring ecology,
botany, zoology, geology, archaeology,
conservation policy, and environmental ethics. The program takes place from
June 28 to July 11, 2009.
The University will award a $5,000
scholarship to all Sewanee Environmental
Institute (SEI) Pre-College Program
participants who receive a certificate of
completion, apply for admission to the
University of the South, are granted admission and matriculate in the college.
The award will complement any other
merit- or need-based aid a student is eligible for and is renewable for four years
of study. The recipient will also be designated as an SEI Scholar.
If you know a high school student who
might be interested in attending, learn
more at http://sei.sewanee.edu/summer/
precollege/

Babson Appointed Director of
Center for Global Commerce

N

icholas C. Babson, C’68,
has been appointed director of the Babson Center
for Global Commerce (formerly
the Center for Applied Economics) at Sewanee. Along with his wife
Mary, Babson played a leading role
in conceiving and developing the
Center and has served as acting director of the program since 2006.
The Babson Center for Global
Commerce administers co-curricular programs to provide students
a wealth of business-related opportunities on and off campus.
Babson has had a successful business career spanning more than 30
years. He has held a variety of leadership positions, including chairman
of the board and chief executive officer of Babson Bros. Co., a global manufacturer and distributor of dairy equipment and
supplies. He is currently president of NCB Ventures, a holding company that invests in
real estate, private equity funds, and other financial instruments. He has served on the
University’s Board of Regents as well as on various University committees.
In his new role, Babson will provide leadership and coordination of Sewanee’s prebusiness program, and oversee all aspects of the Center’s activities.
“Nick Babson has been a longtime supporter of Sewanee’s educational mission,” said
Dean of the College John Gatta in announcing the appointment. “We are fortunate indeed to find ourselves welcoming Nick into this new association with Sewanee.”

OVERHEARD

“

There’s no such thing as a free
lunch: The income effects in a closed
system always net to zero. When you
make a transfer to one group, you
increase the liabilities on another
group. If the price of apples rises,
it’s true that apple growers will be
wealthier, have higher incomes, and
they’ll spend more. But it’s just as true
that apple consumers will be
poorer, they’ll have lower incomes, and
they’ll spend less. There is no
stimulus in a ‘stimulus package.’”
— Economist Arthur Laffer, known
as “the Father of Supply-Side Economics,” who spoke to a full house
in Gailor Auditorium Tuesday, Dec.
2. Laffer presented his case for a
“pro-growth” (lower tax) economic
policy. Laffer’s visit was sponsored
by the University’s Babson Center for
Global Commerce.

Williamson and Smith Named University Historiographers

S

ewanee’s Board of Regents
approved the appointment of
Samuel Williamson, H’99,
HA’06, former vice chancellor of the
University, as University historiographer and Gerald Smith, religion professor and faculty marshal, as assistant
historiographer.  An historiographer
is an historian, especially one appointed to write an official history of
an institution.
Williamson was the principal author of Sewanee Sesquicentennial History:

The First 150 Years of the University of the South,
published last year. A companion volume of essays is expected to be published
this year. In addition, Williamson and
Smith plan to produce a book about
Sewanee places and geographical references as well as a volume of maps.
The work thus far on all these books
has reflected the Sewanee tradition of
student-faculty research; dozens of
University students have been involved
in the history project. The project is expected to continue through June 2009.
Winter 2009 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 7

2007-2008
Year in Review
It was a year of celebrations: Of the most successful fund-raising
campaign in Sewanee’s history, of new buildings and new programs, of
students and faculty, of alumni and friends, and perhaps most significantly,
of the 150th anniversary of the founding of the University of the South.
Sesquicentennial Celebration
By inviting Newsweek Editor Jon Meacham, C’91, to be the keynote speaker
for Founders’ Day Convocation, Sewanee got not only an eminent historian and man of letters but an eloquent orator. Meacham marked the
occasion with a stirring address on Sewanee’s storied past and on the
values and vision of the University’s founders. His speech recalled the day
in 1857 when the board of trustees first gathered on Lookout Mountain
to outline their plans for the University. It recounted the unlikely resurrection of the University after the Civil War. And it challenged us all to
embrace the lessons of our history and the unique gifts we have received
from Sewanee to face the challenges of our own time with strength and
faith.
“Our founders turned their gaze outward, across the years, and gave
of themselves out of love for an idea that became a reality for all of us,”
Meacham said. “It is a debt we can repay only by giving of ourselves out of
love to preserve the idea as a reality for those who come after us.”
Meacham’s address was just one highlight of the yearlong Sesqui
centennial celebration on the Mountain that included a series of historical tours and programs, a gala black-tie celebration, and a steady stream
of distinguished visitors and well-wishers.
Top: Jon Meacham. Above, left: Celebrating the Sesquicentennial at the Bishops’ Ball; right: “Haiti: Before Knowing Remembers” mixed-media performance.
Opposite page: Members of the processional party gather below Breslin Tower before Founders’ Day Convocation.
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July 2007
The Sesquicentennial celebration starts on
Independence Day with a sunrise service at the
Church of the Good Shepherd on Lookout
Mountain, led by University Chancellor
Henry Parsley C’70, H’98, bishop of Alabama.
Following the service, a team of cyclists carries
an American flag from Lookout Mountain to
Sewanee to participate in the annual Fourth of
July parade.

October 2007
Four days of events surrounding Founders’ Day
mark the high point of the Sesquicentennial celebration. Country music star Radney Foster, C’81,
plays a free concert in Guerry Garth. Jon Meacham,
C’91, delivers the keynote address at Founders’ Day
Convocation. And hundreds turn out for the gala
Bishops’ Ball to toast 150 years of history.
The first of a series of “Sesqui Sunday” walking
tours explores the history of the University.
Episcopal Church historian and School of
Theology faculty member The Rev. Dr. Donald
Armentrout delivers three lectures on the ideas
and influence of William Porcher DuBose, who
shaped the theological tradition of the University.

November 2007
The Perpetual Motion Dance Program joins forces with Professor Pradip Malde’s Documentary
Projects in Photography class and Theatre
Sewanee to produce a mixed-media performance,
“Haiti: Before Knowing Remembers,” to raise
awareness and money for the people of Haiti.
Student photos of life in Haiti are accompanied
by a combination of classical ballet, modern, lyrical, and hip-hop choreography.
Former professional soccer star Kyle Rote Jr.,
C’72, helps break ground on a new field house for
soccer and lacrosse. The field house, which bears
Rote’s name, opens for operation just a year later.

December 2007
Stuart W. Bowen Jr., C’82, the Special Inspector
General for Iraq Reconstruction, delivers a lecture about his office’s role in tracking the billions
of dollars being spent on rebuilding Iraq.
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January 2008
Nearly 100 juniors and seniors get priceless advice about starting life after college through the
“Beyond the Gates” program sponsored by the
Office of Career Services. The students work with
30 alumni and parent volunteers to gain confidence and skills needed for life after graduation.

After 37 years of club-team lacrosse on the
Mountain, the Sewanee men’s and women’s lacrosse squads begin their inaugural seasons as
varsity teams. Both teams exceed expectations,
ending the season with records of 4-9 (men’s)
and 5-8 (women’s).

April 2008

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and bestEssayist, poet and cultural critic Wendell Berry
and Tennessee Governor Philip Bredesen deliver selling author Susan Faludi delivers the Anita S.
the convocation addresses for the Easter Semester Goodstein lecture in women’s history. Her talk,
Opening Convocation. Novelist Ann Patchett and “Myth and Misogyny in an Insecure Age,” is based
William Ross Laurie, C’52, are also awarded hon- on her latest work, The Terror Dream: Fear and Fantasy
in Post-9/11 America.
orary degrees.
With a day full of events, including a campus parade, Sewanee students participate in Focus the
Nation, an effort to bring awareness about global
warming to college campuses nationwide.

February 2008

Top: Former Archbishop of
Cape Town, South Africa,
Desmond Tutu waits to
process into All Saints’ Chapel
for School of Theology
commencement services.
Joining him are the Rt. Rev.
Henry N. Parsley Jr., bishop
of Alabama and chancellor of
the University, and Presiding
Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori. Above: Former Vice
Chancellor Sam Williamson
and University Archivist
Annie Armour, C’77,
sign copies of Sewanee
Sesquicentennial
History.

The University and
The Land Trust for
Tennessee complete
the purchase and permanent protection of
nearly 3,000 acres in
and around Lost Cove.
The purchase caps a
four-year project, culminating in the successful Lost Cove Campaign,
a community fund-raising effort that generated
$4.5 million for the purchase.
The University faculty approves the addition
of a business minor to Sewanee’s academic programs. The minor maps an academic path for
students interested in pursuing careers in business and adds a curricular component to the
University’s popular and growing co-curricular
business programs.

March 2008
Southwest Airlines founder Herb Kelleher speaks
to a packed audience in Guerry Auditorium.
Kelleher’s talk comes as part of his two-day visit to
Sewanee as executive-in-residence for the Babson
Center for Global Commerce.
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May 2008
The first comprehensive history of the
University is published. Written by former Vice
Chancellor Sam Williamson, H’99, HA’06,
Sewanee Sesquicentennial History: The Making of the
University of the South, takes advantage of the
University’s extraordinary archival resources to
tell Sewanee’s complete story.
The Sesquicentennial celebration concludes with
commencement and baccalaureate ceremonies
for 346 students from the College of Arts and
Sciences and 33 School of Theology students.
Ceremonies are highlighted by addresses from
the Most Rev. Dr. Katharine Jefferts Schori,
presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church in
the United States, and the Most Rev. Desmond
M. Tutu, Anglican archbishop emeritus, City of
Cape Town, South Africa. Richard Tillinghast,
renowned poet, professor, and 1962 Sewanee
graduate, reads Part I of his poem, Sewanee
When We Were Young, commissioned for the
Sesquicentennial anniversary.

June 2008
The Sewanee Annual Fund ends with $3.6 million, exceeding the goal for the year and making
it the highest Annual Fund total in the history of
the University.
The Sewanee Call comes to a successful conclusion
with $205.7 million in gifts and commitments,
exceeding the $180 million goal by over $25 million. In all, over 18,000 individuals and organizations participated in the campaign, also a record.

T

Financial
Position

he University’s financial position improved during the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2008.
Sewanee ended the fiscal year with assets of
$538 million, composed primarily of investments valued at $334 million; land, buildings and
equipment valued on a cost-less-depreciation basis of $123 million; pledges receivable of $43 million; and funds held in trust by others of $24 million. Liabilities of $60 million consist primarily of
long-term debt or bonds payable of $41 million.
The University’s net assets totaled $478 million
(assets of $538 million minus liabilities of $60
million) as of June 30, 2008, an increase of $14
million over the previous fiscal year. The increase
in net assets was due primarily to the growth in the
value of the physical plant and the completion of
the Spencer Hall campus improvement project.

Endowment Market Value
and Investment Returns
The market value of the endowed assets decreased
from $315 million last fiscal year to $313 million
as of June 30, 2008. The value of the endowment
had dropped even more by the time this report
went to press. But, as the focus of the report is on
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, the information in this statement of financial position will
go no further than that date.The annual return
on investment for the pooled endowment funds
was a gain of 1.0 percent (compared to a blended
benchmark comparison of a negative 3.1 percent). The spending rate was set at 5.2 percent of a
three-year market value average. The endowment
spending exceeded the annual investment returns
by $11.6 million. Gift contributions to the pooled
endowment totaled $9.2 million.
The fiscal year 2007-08 endowment spending

Endowment Asset Allocation
As of June 30, 2008

U.S. Equities 28%

Cash
Equivalents 2%
Copyright 2%

Non-U.S.
Equities 23%

Real Assets 10%

Alternative
Equities 18%

Fixed Income 17%

or distributions to support scholarship and other
current funds totaled $13.7 million. Endowment
support represented 18 percent of the University’s
operating revenues. In addition to the endowment
support, giving to the Sewanee Annual Fund totaled $3.6 million. The annual gifts represented 5
percent of the University’s unrestricted operating
funds for the year.
As mentioned, the one-year return on investment for the endowed funds was a gain of 1.0
percent for the year ending June 30, 2008. The
average annual return for the past three years was
10.7 percent; the five year average was 12.0 percent, and the 10-year average annual return for
the period ending June 30, 2008 was 6.7 percent.
The real rate of return (average annual return of
6.7 percent less average annual inflation of 2.9
percent) for the 10-year period was 3.8 percent.
Given the objective of the endowed funds to
provide stable and consistent operating support over time, the University’s Investment
Management Committee continues to work diligently to diversify the endowment investments. A
diversified asset allocation helps to reduce investment return volatility while increasing the probability of higher returns.

Operating Revenue and Expenses
Operating revenues for fiscal year 2007-08
totaled $79.8 million, a 3 percent increase as
compared to the previous fiscal year. Net student
tuition and fees increased 5 percent and auxiliary
services, which include undergraduate room and
board, increased 4 percent. Operating expenses
totaled $75.7 million in 2007-08. Current restricted and unrestricted operating revenues for
the year exceeded expenses by $4.1 million.
The University utilizes a disciplined approach
to managing Sewanee’s financial assets. Given
the current financial crisis and global economic
challenges, the University will continue to monitor the operating budget and adjust the revenue
forecast and related expenditures when necessary.
We will maintain a diversified investment strategy
for endowment assets in an attempt to minimize
the market value losses during the downturn in the
economy. The diversified strategy, while reducing investment return volatility, will also put the
University in a position to capture the positive investment results that will occur when the financial
markets and global economy rebound.
— Jerry Forster, Treasurer
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Statements of Activities

Statements of Financial Position

Years Ended June 30, 2008 and June 30, 2007

				
OPERATING REVENUES	
Tuition and fees
Less institutional scholarships
Net tuition and fees
Contributions
Investment income:
		 Endowment spending payout:
			 Income
			 Appropriated gains
		 Other investment income
Sales and service income
Auxiliary enterprises
Government grants
Other
Total operating revenues
OPERATING EXPENSES	
Instructional
Academic support
Research
Student services
Institutional support
Scholarships
Auxiliary services
Capitalization (above) below plant expenses
Total operating expenses
Net increase from operations

June 30, 2008 and 2007

2008

2007

$50,762,914
(14,491,194)
36,271,720
6,037,560

$48,905,285
(14,443,956)
34,461,329
8,072,757

6,364,073
7,361,743
1,683,593
4,061,371
16,961,606
162,587
922,723
79,826,976

6,259,921
7,016,720
1,794,949
2,463,442
16,248,546
180,839
855,653
77,354,156

23,944,682
7,992,838
136,396
11,248,528
16,471,708
2,226,263
13,219,372
509,275
75,749,062
4,077,914

22,752,488
7,618,248
211,521
10,712,128
15,170,468
2,115,530
12,904,691
665,852
72,150,926
5,203,230

NONOPERATING ITEMS	
Contributions restricted for endowment
		 and similar funds
13,988,762
Contributions restricted for property, plant
		 and equipment
6,176,996
Investment earnings:
7,240
		Permanently restricted endowment income
		 Net (losses) gains on endowment investments,
			 net of amount appropriated for
			 endowment spending payout
(11,638,333)
Change in value of split-interest agreements
1,022,347
Total nonoperating items
9,557,012

7,630,283
5,189,996
7,578

36,163,539
74,016
49,065,412

Increase in net assets before effect of
		 adoption of SFAS No. 158
13,634,926
54,268,642
Effect of adoption of recognition provisions of
		 SFAS No. 158
(417,264)
			
53,851,378
Total increase in net assets
13,634,926
			
					
Net assets, beginning of year
463,889,855
410,038,477
Net assets, end of year
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$477,524,781

$463,889,855

				
ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents
Restricted cash
Accounts and notes receivable, net
Inventories
Deferred charges
Pledges receivable and bequests in probate
Investments, at fair value
Funds held in trust by others
Intangible assets
Property, plant and equipment, less
accumulated depreciation
Total assets
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	
Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Accrued salaries and wages
	Unearned fees and other deferred credits
Annuities payable
Refundable government advances
	Postretirement benefit obligation
Bonds payable
Deposits and agency funds
Total liabilities
Net Assets
	Unrestricted:
		 Current operations
		 Designated for specific purposes
		 Funds functioning as endowment
		 Realized net gains on endowment
			 and similar funds
		Unrealized net gains on endowment
			 and similar funds
		Unrealized net gains (losses) on annuity
			 and life income funds
		 Annuity and life income funds
		 Invested in property, plant and equipment
Total unrestricted
Temporarily restricted:
		Unexpended funds received
			 for restricted purposes
		 Funds functioning as endowment
		Pledges receivable and bequests in probate
		 Annuity and life income funds
Total temporarily restricted
	Permanently restricted:
		 Loan funds
		Pledges receivable and bequests in probate
		 Annuity and life income funds
		 Endowment funds
			
		 Total permanently restricted
		 Total net assets
		 Total liabilities and net assets

2008

2007

$394,005
323,071
5,706,126
495,535
1,850
42,678,809
334,443,260
23,552,816
7,151,565

$356,714
487,816
4,259,328
542,416
40,185,426
340,639,740
25,977,451
7,502,521

123,084,642
537,831,679

105,003,633
524,955,045

$4,919,037
1,319,943
2,057,434
3,734,487
2,828,309
4,303,349
41,144,339
60,306,898

$2,808,760
1,162,863
2,409,069
4,400,481
2,855,478
4,843,514
42,572,263
12,762
61,065,190

227,703
18,310,749
26,517,206

227,960
15,183,774
25,369,500

122,182,887

112,321,346

50,490,046

72,063,490

921,310
404,653
86,630,685
305,685,239

978,833
428,110
72,798,315
299,371,328

12,044,812
2,334,965
35,793,752
445,357
50,618,886

15,582,157
2,334,965
39,162,715
358,222
57,438,059

417,866
6,885,057
2,236,650
111,681,083

409,110
1,022,711
2,842,890
102,805,757

121,220,656
477,524,781
$537,831,679

107,080,468
463,889,855
$524,955,045

Popular Science
Spencer Hall isn’t just
a cutting-edge
science facility.
It’s also a home,
a community,
and a place
to hang out.

Walk into Sewanee’s new science building, and it’s likely the first thing you’ll notice
isn’t the state-of-the-art laboratories and equipment, green energy features or even
the soaring architecture. It’s the students: Students sharing class notes around a table
in Harris Commons; students manipulating complex digital maps in the Landscape
Analysis Laboratory; students conducting a titration in the general chemistry lab.
The effect is intentional. For all its 21st-century technology, Spencer Hall was
built to remove barriers — both literal and metaphorical — between students and the
teaching of the sciences. Large windows open onto the labs and classrooms from the
building’s light-filled hallways, so that students, faculty, and visitors can see science
in action. Comfortable furniture and dedicated gathering spaces bring students and
faculty together in informal settings. And video screens in the main common area
display a constant stream of images and information about what’s happening in the
sciences at Sewanee.
In Sewanee’s newest building, science isn’t just cool; it’s accessible.
Winter 2009 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 13

Designing Science
Adjacent and connected to Woods Laboratory,
Spencer Hall adds 49,000 square feet of space
for instruction, research, and study in chemistry,
biology, biochemistry, and environmental science. The building houses six teaching laboratories, four classrooms, and five research laboratories, along with 16 faculty offices, three reading
rooms, and two seminar rooms.
The completion of the building in 2008,
coinciding with the completion of The Sewanee
Call campaign, came at an opportune moment
for science at Sewanee. The faculty in the sciences
has more than doubled in number since Woods
Lab opened 40 years ago, and its members are
increasingly engaged in substantial, original research that allows students to work side-by-side
with them. To promote that kind of studentfaculty collaboration as well as cross-disciplinary
work, Spencer Hall was designed with a spirit of
openness in mind.
As faculty shepherd of the Spencer Hall
project, Chemistry Professor John Bordley
worked with a team of Sewanee staff and faculty,
architects and engineers to ensure that the best
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thinking about contemporary science-education
buildings was incorporated into Spencer Hall.
The team visited recently completed university
science buildings around the country and noted
features that they wanted to include in Spencer
Hall, and plenty of others that they didn’t want
to include.
Through this process, the team settled on what
would be one of the guiding principles of the
building’s design: “science in sight,” the idea that
what happens in the labs, classrooms, and reading rooms should be visible to casual visitors as
well as others working in the building.
“One thing we incorporated — and we got this
idea from Agnes Scott — was beveled corners on
the lab windows, so that as you’re walking down
the hall, you don’t have to get to the lab before
you can see in,” Bordley says. “You can see from
an angle.”
Labs were designed to house new equipment,
including 33 state-of-the-art high-efficiency
fume hoods so students can safely work with
chemicals. Computers with projection equipment were included in each classroom and lab.
Now, during a lab, a chemistry professor can use

From computers and fume hoods
to windows and desks, the best thinking
about contemporary science-education buildings
was incorporated into Spencer Hall.
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charting software to display the results of a class’s
experiment results immediately after they happen.
Other important features were less about technology than about making the classroom and lab
experience more ergonomically friendly. Small
square tables replaced the long lab tables found
in Woods Lab to make it easier for students to
work together and easier for professors to get
around the room to offer instruction and aid.
Bordley says the small changes have made a big
difference. “I’ve noticed a lot more collaboration,” he says, “and a lot easier collaboration just
because of the simple arrangement of the desks.”
Biology Professor Nancy Berner says students
and faculty benefit from the fact that the department’s offices are together on one corridor on
the first floor of Spencer Hall. (The chemistry
department has a similar arrangement on the
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second floor.)
“We wanted more of a sense of home and community for our department and we’ve definitely
gotten it,” says Berner. “It’s very different from the
way it was in Woods Lab. Offices were strewn here
and there in Woods, and I could go for days without seeing other members of the department.”

Building Green
Another major goal of the design of Spencer
Hall was to minimize the environmental impact
of the construction and day-to-day operation of
the building. By their nature, science buildings
are energy-intensive, so Physical Plant Services
Director Marvin Pate worked closely with the
architects from Philadelphia’s Ballinger architectural firm to find innovative solutions.
For air quality, the air in many laboratory

spaces, such as those in Spencer Hall, has to be
exchanged six times every hour. The incoming “make-up” air has to be heated or cooled,
and energy use skyrockets. One solution devised
to address this problem is a custom-designed
high-efficiency air-handling unit, which includes a heat wheel that transfers energy from
the exhausted air to the incoming air. Another is
energy-efficient “chilled beams” in the ceilings
to cool rising warm air, which then gently descends, providing a cooling effect with minimal
air movement.
Brice Building Inc. used local materials where
possible, and reused the Sewanee sandstone from
the east wall of Woods Lab, which was partially
removed during construction. The sustainable
building practices and technology incorporated
are expected to earn Spencer Hall the University’s
first Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) certification.

A Different Kind of Lab
A recent Friday morning found senior environmental studies major Marie Wilson in the
Landscape Analysis Lab on the first floor of
Spencer Hall, using the lab’s new computers and
geographic information systems (GIS) software to
conduct independent research on the local habitat of pileated woodpeckers. A year ago, Marie
and the other students who conduct research
in the Landscape Analysis Lab would have been
sequestered in the basement of Woods, in an old
research lab converted to computer classroom.
The Landscape Analysis Lab is a key component in the University’s plan to become a national leader in environmental education. With the
move to Spencer Hall, the lab takes a place befitting its interdisciplinary mission, incorporating
biology, environmental studies, archaeology, forestry, and geology. The LAL now has side-by-side
teaching and research labs with state-of-the-art
computer systems and software.
“GIS is computer-resource intensive,”
says Lab Manager and GIS Instructor Nick
Hollingshead. “It can take 30 minutes to run a
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process. Our new hardware allows us to speed
it up, so we can do more interesting things. We
have some very fancy equipment that makes it
more fun to teach and learn.”
Through the Landscape Analysis Lab, students
and faculty are working together on projects that
provide hands-on experience with geographic
information systems while they extend the depth
and breadth of knowledge about the University’s
unique landholdings. One large research undertaking is the Sewanee Forest History Project,
which will compile 100 years worth of local forest
data into a spatial database. Another is the Digital
Domain, a geographic information system for
the University’s landholdings including ecological
habitats, watersheds, recreational data, and land
use conditions.
“A major advantage we have is our large land
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base — 13,000 acres,” says Hollingshead. “We
can study many different environmental issues
by walking out our back door, which is not as
easy to do at other institutions that don’t own
the landscape.”

Inviting and Inspiring
The large interior window in Nancy Berner’s
first-floor office opens onto the long hallway
that connects Woods Lab and Spencer Hall.
From her desk, Berner can watch the constant
flow of traffic through the building, which now
includes groups of prospective Sewanee students
on admissions tours, seeing the campus for the
first time.
“This building is both inviting and inspiring,”
Berner says. “These students walk in and can’t
help but think ‘Wow. I want to be here.’”

How do you
send a Sewanee
football player to the
Sugar Bowl?

				 Give to the
Sewanee
Annual 		
					 Fund

Tyler Brantley, c’09
It’s rare to see a Sewanee football player on the field
during a BCS bowl game, but Sewanee senior defensive
safety Tyler Brantley was there at the Allstate Sugar Bowl
in New Orleans on Jan. 2. It was halftime of the game,
and Brantley was one of just 22 college football players
nationwide being honored as part of the Allstate American Football Coaches Association Good Works Team.
Tyler spent the summer of 2007 teaching Tanzanian
schoolchildren in the shadow of Mt. Kilimanjaro. Back
in Sewanee, as acting president of the Student Athletic
Advisory Committee, he led a campaign to raise money
and collect Christmas gifts for underprivileged children
in the Sewanee area. As a junior, he also served as chair
of the Honor Council, one of the top leadership positions on campus.
“The service culture here is so pervasive that it’s hard
not to want to participate,” Tyler says. “You have so
many opportunities here in Sewanee, but there’s also
a huge push to get you to look outside the Mountain.”

Every day, your Annual Fund gifts help fund merit- and
need-based scholarships that allow students like Tyler to
make Sewanee a better university while they work to make
the world a better place.
To make a gift, please consider one of
these options:
Online
Check

Stock
Phone
email

Go to www.givetosewanee.com to make a gift using
Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express.
Send a check, payable to the Sewanee Annual Fund to:
Sewanee Annual Fund, Thompson Union, 735 University
Avenue, Sewanee TN 37383-1000.
To make a gift of stock please contact Cindy Burt, cburt@
sewanee.edu or 931.598.1641.
800.367.1179
Send questions to sewaneeannualfund@sewanee.edu
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Hodgson Library was
constructed near Morgan’s
Steep but was too far from
the center of campus to be
convenient.

Johnny Rook Indie-rock band leader Jonathan
Meiburg, C’97, has cultivated critical success and a devoted
fan base with smart songwriting, a scientifically wellinformed obsession with the natural world, and a message.
PAGE 18
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vice chancellor’s corner
vice chancellor’s corner

Dear Sewanee Alumni and Friends,
Thank you to the incredibly many of you who have called and written to wish Trudy
and me well following my announcement that I will retire as vice chancellor next
summer. The generosity of your words has warmed our hearts, and we are grateful.
It has been and continues to be a joy to be a part of the University of the South, and
the credit for its progress is due mainly to others — faculty, staff, students, alumni,
donors, and friends.
As noted on page 16 of this issue (in an excerpt from the fine about-to-be-published
book, Sewanee Places, by Ayres Professor of Religion Gerald Smith and Class of 2008
Salutatorian Sean Suarez), in the mid-1880s, Telfair Hodgson, the University’s third
vice chancellor, sought scholarly counsel about the meaning of the Native American
word “Sewanee.” The response he received from the American Bureau of Ethnology
was that “‘Sewanee’ in the Shawnee tongue means ‘lost,’ said of a person who starts
for a given place and unexpectedly arrives at a very different one.”
If that’s right, the name does not seem entirely appropriate for the University, in
that the Sewanee of today is closer to the vision of its founders than can be said of
most colleges and universities, but for most of us as individuals, that characterization
from the Shawnee tongue applies very well indeed. For example, the engrossing article
by Sewanee magazine Editor Buck Butler, C’89, which begins on page 18, outlines the
remarkably diverse accomplishments of naturalist and musician Jonathan Meiburg,
C’97, and demonstrates this meaning of Sewanee spectacularly.
My professional life has also had plenty of that Sewanee character. In 1969, when
I showed up at the University of Kentucky’s math department with a new Ph.D., I was
hell-bent to become a world-class mathematics professor. A few years later, I was bent
in a different sense — less successful as a research mathematician than I had hoped
and somehow slotted by friends and colleagues to be an administrator. After working as a dean for 10 years, always expecting to go back to the full-time faculty before
long, another unexpected arrival occurred, and I began what will be 26 years of being
a president and a vice chancellor. Clearly I have been a person who started for a given
place and happily but unexpectedly arrived at a very different one.
Now I’m finally set to have the opportunity to redeem my early aspirations. After
a first-ever sabbatical leave in 2010–11, Trudy and I plan to come back to the house
on Oklahoma Avenue that Trudy has been renovating over the last two years, and I
will get to live out my dream of being a full-time mathematics faculty member again.
But then again, who knows? I suppose some new unexpected arrival could renew Vice
Chancellor Hodgson’s lesson on the meaning of “Sewanee.”
The University is doing fairly well, at least so far, in these perilous economic times,
but your making as generous a gift as you are able would help even more than usual
this year to make it possible for current and future College and School of Theology
students to be well prepared for their own experience with the Shawnee language’s
meaning of Sewanee.
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On the Mountain

Vice Chancellor Search, Election
of Chancellor Signal Next Era
Leadership transitions have taken center stage on the
Mountain, as the University’s trustees seek to elect both
a chancellor and a vice chancellor in the coming months.

The Rt. Rev. Henry N. Parsley Jr., C’70, H’98

Dr. Joel Cunningham
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The Rt. Rev. Henry N. Parsley Jr., C’70,
H’98, bishop of Alabama, will complete
six years as the University’s 22nd chancellor (a position that includes chairing
the Board of Trustees) in October. Joel
Cunningham, who has served as vice
chancellor since 2000, announced in
February that he will retire in June 2010.
“As an alumnus, it has been a signal
privilege to serve as chancellor through
both the University’s sesquicentennial
celebration and the successful completion
of The Sewanee Call campaign,” Bishop
Parsley says. “I have been enriched by my
work with the outstanding students, faculty, and staff of this University.”
Under the Constitution and Ordinances of the University, the chancellor
must be a bishop of one of the 28 owning
dioceses, which means that the next chancellor will be among the bishops currently
serving on the Board of Trustees.
It’s a different matter for the selection
of the person who will serve as the 16th
vice chancellor. A representative search
committee, appointed by Bishop Parsley
and chaired by Joel A. Smith III, C’67,
has engaged the services of Storbeck/
Pimentel, an executive search firm with a
long track record of success working with
national liberal arts colleges, research
universities and associations, to assist in
identifying and bringing forward qualified candidates.
Bishop Parsley charged the committee
and the search firm with presenting the
most qualified candidate to the trustees
by April 2010.
The new vice chancellor will take the
reins of an institution that is fiscally
sound and positioned to write the next
chapter of its rich history. During Cun-

ningham’s tenure, Sewanee has enjoyed
record applications to the College, growth
in the influence and reach of the School
of Theology, and increasing recognition
as a leading national liberal arts university. Under his leadership, The Sewanee
Call fundraising campaign came to a
record-breaking conclusion last June
with over $205.7 million in gifts and
commitments. The campaign was marked
by increased resources for scholarships,
extensive facility construction, and the
addition of 3,000 acres in Lost Cove to
the University’s landholdings.
“Joel Cunningham has served with
great distinction as Sewanee’s 15th vice
chancellor,” says Bishop Parsley. “We are
deeply thankful for the extraordinary gifts
and leadership of Joel and his wife, Trudy,
and we look forward to their remaining
in Sewanee and continuing to teach in
the College.”
The Search Committee held a series
of focus groups and individual meetings with faculty, students, staff, alumni,
community members, and the trustees
in April. The findings have informed a
comprehensive prospectus outlining the
qualifications and opportunities of the
next vice chancellor, which will be used
in recruiting candidates.
“The University is in a good place right
now, and the position is an attractive
one,” says Smith. “Both the Search Committee and the trustees are committed to
appointing the very best candidate, and we
will be exhaustive in our search.”
More information about the search,
including the members of the Search
Committee and an opportunity to offer ideas, can be found at http://about.
sewanee.edu/vcsearch.

Honors and Memories Mark 2009
Commencement Ceremonies
A few drops of rain didn’t dampen spirits
on the morning of Sunday, May 10, when
the 360 new graduates of the Class of
2009 emerged from All Saints’ Chapel
to applause, cheers, and embraces.
“Our Sewanee degrees are priceless,”
Valedictorian Wyatt Eugene Harper IV
of Dickson, Tenn., told his classmates,
thanks to their connections with the
entire Sewanee community. Harper
emphasized that relationships with professors and peers will be significant long
after specific classroom lessons have been
forgotten.
On Friday, 39 students received degrees and were presented with St. Luke’s
Crosses after completing their studies at
the School of Theology.
At the College commencement, Cong Lu of Suzhou, China, was recognized as the
salutatorian, and Charles Floyd Spurlock III of Murfreesboro, Tenn., was awarded
the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Medallion for character, leadership, and service to the
University and the Sewanee community.
Classmates and the University community remembered the late Liz Rogers, C’09,
when her brother and sister received her diploma and a warm embrace from Vice
Chancellor Joel Cunningham during the ceremony. Rogers died suddenly of natural
causes in her dorm room on Monday afternoon, March 30.
At the Baccalaureate Service on Saturday, David L. Warren, president of the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, told an overflow crowd
of undergraduates and their families, faculty, and staff about the “boundary decisions”
that change lives and alter relationships. Warren received one of five honorary degrees
conferred during the weekend ceremonies. Other recipients were Vincent Currie Jr.,
the administrator of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast in Pensacola, Fla.; The Rt.
Rev. Lloyd Emmanuel Allen, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Honduras; Walter
E. Massey, president emeritus of Morehouse College and recently named chair of
Bank of America’s Board of Directors; and A. Gary Shilling, investment economist
and founder of the Episcopal Preaching Foundation.

Top: After his valedictory address, Wyatt Harper gets
a congratulatory hug from his mother. Above: School
of Theology graduates. Left: Members of the College
Class of 2009 celebrate their graduation.
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School of Letters Awards First Diploma

First graduate Tina Whipple (center) with School
of Letters Coordinator Meg Binnicker, C’73, and
Director John Grammer.
It has been many years since the University awarded a graduate degree outside the
School of Theology, so the occasion of
awarding the first degree from the School
of Letters required administrators to
compose the appropriate Latin name for
the M.F.A. degree earned by Tina Suzann

Whipple of Shelbyville, Tenn.
After considerable debate among
classics professors and University administrators, it was agreed that the
ceremonial Latin for “Fine Arts” would
be “Bellis Artibus,” which narrowly edged
out “Artibus Eligantibus.” According to
the School’s director, John Grammer,
the “Eligantibus” option was found to
be rather less elegant. The M.F.A. hood
placed on Whipple’s shoulders by University Marshal Gerald Smith also had to
be designed.
The Sewanee School of Letters is now
in its fourth summer. Whipple was a
member of its first entering class and has
spent the last three summers at Sewanee
in writing workshops and literature
classes. Thanks to some transfer credits
and to her hard work on her thesis during the past academic year, she was able to
graduate ahead of schedule and become
the school’s first graduate.

“I learned so much from my teachers and fellow students,” Whipple said.
“Attending the School of Letters is one
of the most life-changing experiences
I have had.” The culmination of that
experience was completing her thesis,
a draft of a young-adult novel entitled
Peacekeeper: Cherokee Little People. After hanging her Sewanee diploma prominently on
the wall, Whipple plans to start revising
her thesis for publication, meanwhile
looking for jobs teaching English and
creative writing in public schools or
nearby colleges.
The Sewanee School of Letters, which
offers both the M.F.A. in creative writing
and the M.A. in English and American
literature, now enrolls around 80 students. Its classes, running from early June
to mid-July each summer, are taught by
Sewanee professors and distinguished
visitors. Most students expect to complete
their degrees in five summers.

Sewanee Offers Standardized Test Option for Admissions
In March, the faculty of the College of
Arts and Sciences announced an effort to
broaden Sewanee’s applicant pool to bright
students from all backgrounds by making
college entrance examinations optional
for admission. The change begins with the
freshman class entering in 2010.
With this change, Sewanee joins other
colleges that have recently ended the requirement for test scores. Wake Forest
and Smith just admitted their first classes
of applicants who could choose not to
submit SAT or ACT scores, while Bryn
Mawr and New York University have recently announced flexible testing policies
that allow test results other than the SAT
or ACT to be submitted. Last fall a National Association for College Admissions
Counseling commission encouraged more
institutions to consider ending admissions
exam mandates.
Prospective Sewanee students, who in
the past were required to submit SAT or
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ACT test scores, may now decide not to
submit those scores. Students who make
that choice must instead submit a graded
academic paper and complete an evaluative
interview with a University representative.
Other critical factors long considered
in the Sewanee admission process will remain, including strength of the high school
curriculum, academic performance,
extracurricular activities, and evidence of
character and talent.
This spring, Wake Forest Provost Jill
Tiefenthaler expressed satisfaction with
the first-year results of that university’s change. In a year where applications
declined at many private colleges, applications increased by 16 percent at Wake
Forest, including increases of 46 percent
in applications from students of color; 70
percent from African Americans; and 36
percent from international students.
Tiefenthaler says Wake Forest has
heard from many high-achieving high

school students who say they are drawn
philosophically to an institution that assesses merit in a broader sense — one that
includes intellectual curiosity, creativity,
and diversity of viewpoint.
Sewanee will offer the new option for
five years and will assess the program annually using standards such as student
retention, academic performance, and
community engagement to measure the
program’s success.
“We anticipate most students still will
submit SAT or ACT scores for admission,”
says Dean of Admission David Lesesne.
“Standardized tests are a good indicator
for many students, but we look forward to
offering this new option that aligns well
with our philosophy of intense intellectual
engagement with students, both inside and
outside of the classroom.”
Sewanee received more than 2,400
applications this year, and will enroll approximately 400 freshmen in the fall.

Two Graduates Awarded Watson Fellowships
It’s becoming another spring tradition at Sewanee. In March, seniors Emily Beeson
(Greenwich, Conn.) and Laura Candler (Sharpsburg, Ga.) learned that they had
received prestigious yearlong Watson Fellowships for 2009-10. Since 1985, when
Sewanee was selected as one of the Watson institutions, the University has produced
38 fellowship recipients.
“We had a great slate of candidates this year,” says Stephen Miller, associate professor in the music department and the University’s liaison to the Watson Foundation.
“I believe any of our four nominees had an excellent shot at the Fellowship, but since
there were only 40 awards this year, we were fortunate to get two winners. Laura and
Emily will represent Sewanee wonderfully.”
Beeson’s project, Mennonite Experience with Cultural Identity and Adaptation
Abroad, will examine issues within Mennonite communities that have emigrated outside
North America. “Emily, as the granddaughter of Mennonites, has an opportunity to
explore her heritage in a way that few of us ever can; it’s sure to have a profound impact
on the rest of her life,” says Miller.
Candler’s project, Land in Light of Clouds, will explore three geographically unique
cloud forms in Australia, Iceland, and Norway, and the way those clouds shape identities
of people and place. According to Miller, “For months on end Laura will be in remote
regions, completely on her own, hoping for a glimpse of unique cloud formations
that can be viewed only in those far-flung places. Her project perfectly encapsulates
the Watson ideal: She must be entirely self-sufficient, independent, and mad about
the mission.”
Forty fellowships, with awards of $28,000 each, were awarded this year to students
from around the country. Sewanee was one of only seven institutions with multiple
recipients; in all, students from 32 institutions received the fellowships this year.
The Thomas J. Watson Fellowships, established in 1968 as part of the Thomas J.
Watson Foundation, offer college graduates of unusual promise a year of independent,
purposeful exploration, and travel outside of the United States in order to “enhance
their capacity for resourcefulness, imagination, openness, and leadership, and to foster
their humane and effective participation in the world community.”

Watson Fellow Laura Candler, C’09, will spend a year studying unique cloud forms and their effects in
Australia, Iceland, and Norway.

Crew Team Boathouse
Goes Solar

Sewanee’s crew team calls itself a club
sport with varsity dedication — dedication evinced by the team members’ willingness to meet as early as 4:30 a.m. in
order to be practicing on Lake Dimmick
by 5:30. Over the last few years, the team
has progressed from using flashlights to
get their boats out of the boathouse in
the early morning darkness, to using
miners’ lights, to a battery system, which
provided more consistent light but required regular recharging.
Now, thanks to the team’s fundraising
efforts and the generosity of alumnus
Andrew McCalla, C’94, the boathouse
has solar panels, and the team has enough
light to see those 60-foot boats they’re
putting in the water.
McCalla, CEO of Meridian Solar,
Inc. in Austin, Texas, was on campus in
April and led a group of students and
community members in the installation
of solar panels on the crew house. The
system was donated by Meridian Solar.
Additional funding raised by the crew
team paid for the electrical preparation
needed in the building.
While on campus, McCalla also gave
a presentation on solar electric energy
hosted by the Green House.
As a result of his visit, Sewanee is a little
greener, the students who participated
got some hands-on experience installing
solar panels, and the crew team can find
and carry their boats in the pre-dawn
darkness — without juggling flashlights.
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on the mountain
On the Mountain

The Green House Effect

Looking Sideways at Sewanee History

When they returned to campus last fall,
some of Sewanee’s most environmentally
conscious students had a new home, one
that had been converted from a private
residence to University housing over the
summer. Dubbed the Green House, the
University’s newest residence hall is the
two-story white house on Alabama Ave.
previously owned by retired School of
Theology Professor Donald Armentrout
and his wife, Sue.
Ten students lived in the Green House
during the school year, where they made
a determined effort to lessen the negative environmental effects of the choices
they made every day. They used low-flow
showerheads and kept thermostats at 63
degrees in the winter. They grew vegetables in an organic garden and composted
much of their waste.
Thanks to its central location and the
enthusiasm of its residents, the Green
House became one of the liveliest gathering spots on campus during its first
year, attracting students, faculty, and
community members to scheduled events
and casual conversation. Residents hosted
sustainability workshops and potluck dinners, coffee house events and music jams.
“The greatest thing the Green House
community accomplishes is the conversation that occurs naturally in such a place,”
says 2008–09 Green House Director
Elspeth Iralu, C’09. “Simply having a
space like this is enough to stimulate conversation about sustainability and how we
fit into the world around us.”

With its newest offering, Sewanee Perspectives
on the History of the University of the South, the
Sewanee Sesquicentennial History Project has now produced three books on the
history of the University in the last three
years. But to hear the principal authors
and editors of the project tell it, they’re
just beginning to scratch the surface of
Sewanee’s rich story.
“As we got into the research, we realized
there was far more material than we could
encompass in a single volume,” says Professor of Religion and Assistant University
Historiographer Gerald Smith. “That realization has broadened and deepened
week by week as we’ve worked in the archival
materials. This is just a mother lode of
resource for the history of the University
and history of the Sewanee community.”
Sewanee Perspectives follows the publication of Sewanee Sesquicentennial History, the
official history of the University written by
Vice Chancellor Emeritus and University
Historiographer Samuel Williamson and
published last year, and Ecce Quam Bonum,
a pictorial history published in 2007,
written by Sewanee students Eric Wilson,
C’08, and Emily Senefeld, C’07.
For the new book, Williamson and
Smith solicited contributions from expert writers in a variety of fields related
to Sewanee history. The book contains 12
essays by 13 writers on subjects ranging
from the role of women in Sewanee history
to the famed 1899 football team, from the
history of town-and-gown relations to the
geological history of the Cumberland Plateau. Writers include current and former
faculty members as well as Sewanee alumni.
Dean Emeritus Brown Patterson reviews
150 years of curriculum development, while
Associate Professor of History Houston
Roberson looks at the complex history of
race relations on the Mountain. Professor
of Anthropology Celeste Ray explores the
often-overlooked roles women have played
in Sewanee history while Auburn University History Professor Charles Israel, C’95,
looks at the lesser-known history of profes-
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sional education at Sewanee, including the
University’s law and medical schools.
One of Sewanee’s most enduring qualities is its reverence for traditions, large and
small. Smith notes that as the members
of the History Project work through the
vast archival material, the research is adding unforeseen dimensions to Sewanee’s
traditions. “The tradition produced a
lot of good stories,” Smith says. “But the
tradition was not as broad or as inclusive
as the history. What we came to realize is
that there’s a lot more of the Sewanee story
that’s yet to be told. The tradition has given
us the core, but now we’re looking sideways
at the history and realizing that there’s a lot
more there.”
Sewanee Perspectives is available for $52
(including tax, shipping and handling). To
order, send a check to History Project, duPont Library Third Floor, 735 University
Avenue, Sewanee TN 37383. For order
inquiries, email history@sewanee.edu.
The next book to be published by the
Sesquicentennial History Project is a
gazetteer called Sewanee Places, authored by
Smith and Sean Suarez, C’08. For excerpts
from Sewanee Places, see “The Secret History,” p. 10.

Seeking Memories of
Archaeology in Lost Cove
If you were in Sewanee between 1959 and
1961, the Department of Anthropology
may need your help. Members of the
department are looking for anyone who
might have memories or photographs that
could help them reconstruct archaeological excavations in Lost Cove’s Peter Cave
during that time period.
Patrick Hartney, C’62, a biology major
who spearheaded the cave excavations, met
an untimely death some years ago while
researching abroad. While many of the
artifacts uncovered during the excavations
remain at the University, the whereabouts
of Hartney’s field notes, maps, and photographs are unknown.
Recollections from alumni and other
participants could help students and faculty continue Hartney’s research. With the
recent University acquisition of Lost Cove
lands not far from the cave, students and
faculty are engaging in research on the
prehistory of the region and working to
protect these cultural resources for future
generations.
Hartney wrote a landmark paper on his
findings from the excavations, published
in the journal Tennessee Archaeologist in 1962.
The article included some of the first radiocarbon dates for the Cumberland Plateau
and described an impressive assemblage of
Woodland Period artifacts including pottery, stone and bone tools, mussel shells
and animal bones dating around 1,500
years ago. If you have any memories of these
excavations or reports of any other finds in
the cave, please contact Visiting Assistant
Professor of Anthropology Sarah Sherwood
at scs.strata@gmail.com.

A Woodland Period potsherd from the Peter Cave
excavation.

Snowden Hall Renovation, Expansion Underway
Following recent approval of the Regents’ Property and Finance Committee, work has
begun on a renovation and addition to Snowden Hall to enhance Sewanee’s resources for
the forestry and geology departments and to provide added support for the University’s
strategic plan to strengthen environmental education and sustainability.
The building will be expanded from the current 11,000 square feet to 24,000 square
feet, and will feature state-of-the-art laboratories, classrooms, resource rooms, research
space, and faculty offices. It is expected to be completed next summer, and Sewanee
is pursuing LEED Silver Certification for the facility. D.F. Chase Inc. of Nashville has
been awarded the construction contract.
Lower construction costs, a by-product of the downturn in the economy, brought
the project’s estimated cost down by more than $2 million over the last year, further
impetus for beginning the project at this time.
Funding for the Snowden project, which the Regents mandated is not to exceed $6.8
million, will include over $2.6 million in gifts and pledges already received as part of
capital fundraising, plus any additional gifts. Snowden Hall is a high priority in the
ongoing effort to seek major gifts for the University, according to Rob Pearigen, vice
president for University Relations. The Property and Finance Committee authorized
the University to borrow funds as appropriate to meet any gaps in funding, said University Treasurer Jerry Forster.

Renovation Unveils an Unknown Work of Art
When Vice Chancellor Joel Cunningham and his wife, Trudy, bought a
home on Oklahoma Avenue to move into after Cunningham’s retirement next year, they knew they were getting a house that needed work.
But they had no idea their renovation of the house would uncover
a work of art by one of Sewanee’s most colorful former residents.
Joan Balfour Payne Dicks (1923-1973), born in Natchez, Miss.,
married John Barber Dicks in 1952. A few years later, the couple
moved to Sewanee. The nationally renowned author, illustrator, and
artist and her husband lived in the Oklahoma Avenue house later owned by the interior
decorator Maury “Bimmy” McGee.
Workmen hired by the Cunninghams for the renovation of the home were removing a
burlap-like wall covering. As they removed the wallpaper and paste, they found a layer of
whitewash. And beneath the whitewash, they discovered something remarkable — the head
of a horse painted directly on the wall. By day’s end, the workmen had brought to light an
enormous mural painted on the stairwell walls leading to the basement.
Though unfinished, the subject was a fox-hunt scene complete with an English
manor house and several grand horses mounted by men in hunting pinks and one
very determined lady riding sidesaddle. The mural in both terms of style and setting is
similar to and possibly influenced by the work of Bloomsbury artists in Great Britain.
Why the artist chose to conceal this work remains a mystery. It is ironic that Bimmy McGee,
a great admirer of the artist’s work, ascended and descended the staircase countless times,
unaware of the masterpiece that lay beneath. —John Daniel Tilford, University Archives and
Special Collections
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The Secret History

10 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Summer 2009

A forthcoming book sheds light on the
untold stories of Sewanee Places from
Abbo’s Alley to Yerger Spring.
By Gerald Smith and Sean Suarez, C’08
Editor’s note: When it is published this fall, Sewanee Places will be
the fourth book produced by the Sewanee Sesquicentennial History Project.
So far, there is a pictorial history (Ecce Quam Bonum), a narrative
history (Sewanee Sesquicentennial History), and a collection of
historical essays (Sewanee Perspectives). Sewanee Places will be
a gazetteer, an alphabetical grab bag of entries to explicate the rich history
of places associated with Sewanee. It’s a book that will encourage and
reward casual perusing:
Readers will be able to turn to any page, choose a selection and learn an
unexpected fact, grasp
a previously unrealized connection or simply read a great story. And
that may make this book
more fun to read than any Sewanee history book previously published.

Before it was remodeled in 1911–12,
Fulford Hall featured turrets, towers
and a stone archway entrance. During
a recent renovation, a human leg bone
was found in a second-floor wall.
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Authors Gerald Smith and Sean Suarez, C’08,
write in the introduction to the book, “We like
to think that the content of this book is a bit
like Sewanee itself — known here and there by
bits and pieces — where a slow familiarization
in little things eventually adds up to a rich
perspective about the place.” The book will
include more than 500 entries.
Here’s just a sample.
Abbo’s Alley. The popular — and

Professor of English Abbott
Cotten Martin (right) used
German prisoners of war
in the building of paths and
trails in the ravine gardens
that now bear his name.
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now accepted — name for the streambed,
walking trails, and surrounding ravine
gardens extending from Polk and Otey
Springs, just west of University Avenue,
down to South Carolina Avenue. It was
named for former Professor of English
and amateur horticulturist Abbott Cotten Martin (d.1974). Beginning work
on the alley in 1942, Professor Martin
used World War II German prisoners of
war bused up from Camp Forrest near
Tullahoma along with many University
students in the building of the paths and
trails and in transplanting wildflowers
into the ravine. From the founding of the
University until the eve of World War II,
however, this area scarcely had
the appearance of
a park or landscaped garden.
Numerous servant
houses, often single-pen log cabins,
along with animal
shelters and service
buildings bordered
or were built in the
ravine. As a service
corridor, the designation of the area as
an alley was somewhat
less than metaphorical. Rebel’s Rest alone
had seven outbuildings, five of which
were placed near the ravine. The Sewanee
Steam Laundry was located in the ravine
and later, a bath house and two water

reservoirs along with wells and pumps
were placed there. One of these reservoirs
held 75,000 gallons of water; the foundation remnant of this reservoir can still
be observed at the lower back corner of
the Rebel’s Rest lot near the west pathway
through the Alley.
Arcadian Trail. An older trail, now

part of the larger group of trails connected to or intersected by the main Perimeter
Trail. The Arcadian Trail is a loop that
descends from Morgan’s Steep to Bridal
Veil Falls and then detours northward
toward Otey Prospect before bearing
eastward and returning to Morgan’s Steep.
Arcadia, of course, is a classical name,
but it is frequently associated with the
beauty of Sewanee as described in William
Alexander Percy’s Lanterns on the Levee. The
Arcadian Trail and the views from Morgan Steep and Otey Prospect come close
enough to defining what Percy meant.
Armory. A small building once located

on the corner of the ATO lot at the edge
of University Avenue across from Manigault Park. It was used to store rifles and
dress parade gear, along with powder and
equipment for the Sewanee Light Artillery. For a long time, part of Manigault
Park served as a drill field for Grammar
School and non-gownsmen students in
the College.
Blue Sky Cafe. Familiar to Sewanee

students (including Sewanee Military
Academy cadets) during the tenure of
Vice Chancellor Alexander Guerry, this
restaurant was on the main street (on
the south side of the street about one
block beyond the turn to the Monteagle
Assembly) in Monteagle. Notorious for
selling more than food and finding ways
to accommodate under-age students, its
proprietor, Ed Asher, eventually came
under the scrutiny of the FBI as the re-

sult of Guerry’s direct appeal to J. Edgar
Hoover. Although the building was razed
in the 1980s after standing unused for
years, its blue logo painted on a rock at the
edge of the road coming up from Cowan
survived for many years. The fame of the
Blue Sky Cafe led one of the summer
residents of the Assembly to open a cafe
of the same name in Nashville.
Communist Plot. The oil embargo

of the early 1970s, combined with stagnant faculty salaries and high national
inflation, led many faculty members
to return to a practice from the days of
Vice Chancellor Josiah Gorgas — faculty
supplementing their salaries by raising
vegetables. While some gardening had
occurred at every point in University
history, the 1970s saw the college faculty
turn to gardening as at no other time in
University history. One notable garden
was that of Professor Edwin Stirling of
the English department, assisted by some
members of the School of Theology and
the political science department. These
gardeners, noted for their humor if not
their politics, came to call their very productive garden the “Communist Plot.”
It was located where Humphreys Hall
stands today.
Dandelion Path. A few brief generations of Sewanee students in the 1970s
and 1980s remember this “path” across
the Quad. For decades, Thompson Hall
served as the student union, containing
the student post office, snack shop, and
movie theatre. Between classes, students
poured from the doorways of All Saints’,
Carnegie, Walsh, and Guerry to dash
across to the Union to gather mail and
packages, get a cup of coffee or a quick
breakfast. With years of such use, a wide,
down-to-dirt, path was cut from the inside corner of the Quad at Walsh directly
across to the Union. In 1974, the Bishop’s

Common opened with a new Student Post
Office and food service area, and patterns
of campus pedestrian life forever shifted.
Meanwhile, on the Quad, the Buildings
and Lands department imported soil
from the farm to fill in the old pathway.
They seeded it, and grass once again grew
where there had been the dirt path. But
in the spring of 1975 and the early spring
for many years thereafter, one could
see a wide swath of dandelions growing
diagonally across the Quad from Walsh
to University Avenue. The soil from the
farm was laden with dandelion seed and it
blossomed mightily in the lawn environment of the Quad. From the parapets
of Walsh and crenellations of Cleveland
Annex, one could see a veritable golden
path in the springtime leading off in the
direction of old Sewanee and memories
of the Union. Despite dousings of herbicides, some dandelions survive, and in
the spring when the sun is just so and the
mowing has not yet started, an old pathway
of Sewanee brightens for a moment across
the Quad.
Fulford Hall. Site of the Office of

Admission on the corner of University and South Carolina Avenues. The
original house on the site was that of
Vice Chancellor Charles Todd Quintard
built in 1866 and named for Metropolitan of Canada Francis Fulford, who had
participated in Quintard’s consecration
in 1865. The house was a heavy timber
structure similar to Rebel’s Rest. After
this house burned in 1889, the present
frame house was built by Quintard and
later occupied by his son-in-law Vice
Chancellor Benjamin Lawton Wiggins.
This second Fulford Hall was a veritable
“Magic Kingdom” house with turrets and
towers and an elaborate stone archway
blanketed in ivy. In 1911-12, the house was
extensively remodeled by Olivia Procter
Benedict, who lived there with her husSummer 2009 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 13

band, Cleveland Keith Benedict, dean of
the seminary. Mrs. Benedict tore down
the brown Victorian turrets, painted the
house white and attempted to winterize it.
The house served briefly as a residence
hall for students and briefly as a hospital
when fire destroyed part of EmeraldHodgson Hospital in 1931. A human leg
bone was discovered in one of the second
floor walls during renovation in the fall of
2008. Whether as a prank or by accident
from storage of a skeleton in the attic,
a single femur had fallen into the space
between the studs and was disclosed as
workmen tore out the plaster laths that
covered the wall.
Gladstone Cottage. The Susan

Dabney Smedes house, named for her
admirer and promoter, British Prime
Minister William E. Gladstone, who
sponsored the publication of Smedes’
book, Memorials of a Southern Planter, in
England. Smedes was the daughter of
Thomas Dabney, a Mississippi planter
and slave owner. Her book sought to present slave owners as benevolent caretakers
who protected and nurtured their slaves.
When the prime minister read the book,
he was immediately impressed with it and
is reputed to have said, “Let no man say,
with this book before him, that the age of
chivalry is gone, or that Thomas Dabney
was not worthy to sit beside Sir Perceval at
the ‘table round’ of King Arthur.” Gladstone took immediate steps to have it published in England. It is said that he kept
on hand copies of it to give to visitors.
Smedes, in turn, named her Sewanee
cottage for Gladstone. The cottage, built
in the 1890s, stands on Oklahama Avenue
about one block south of North Carolina
Avenue. For many years, it was occupied
by Professor Maurice Moore.
Law Library. The third floor of Walsh
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Convocation Hall served as the University library from 1901 to 1965.
vation of Walsh that since the 1950s, few
people have seen the original third floor
of Walsh. When Walsh was constructed in
1890, there was an open staircase in the
middle of the building ascending to the
third floor where there was a large room
with a vaulted wood-paneled ceiling. In
its time, it was the most impressive academic room on campus, easily rivaling the
comparatively rustic paneling of nearby
Convocation Hall. In the renovation of
the 1950s, the central staircase was removed and a dropped ceiling above the
renovated third floor hid the wooden
ceiling above. The original wood ceiling
is still in place, but is accessible only by
a service hatch used by electricians and
maintenance workers. The central room

of the third floor, flanked by offices on
either end, served as the Law Library until
around 1906.
Libraries. Bishop Charles Todd
Quintard’s trip to England to raise
money for the fledgling University in
1868 had an additional benefit; English
clergy along with colleges of Oxford and
Cambridge and the two great presses of
these universities donated hundreds of
books for the new American university. These books became the core of a
collection first housed in a delightful
Carpenter Gothic library located on the
site of the present ATO fraternity house.
This was Sewanee’s first library. By the
mid-1870s, it was clear that a larger li-

was arranged as a reading room and reference area. The attic provided storage,
and Breslin Tower provided office space
for library staff. Convocation Hall served
as the University Library until 1965,
when the Jessie Ball duPont Library was
completed on Alabama Avenue.

brary space was needed, and in 1874 the
Rev. Telfair Hodgson offered to provide
funds for a new library on a site of his
choice. The trustees agreed, and Hodgson Library was constructed on the site
near Morgan’s Steep. The building was
occupied in 1877, but proved to be very
inconvenient since the center of campus
was so far away. By 1888, some books were
moved to Convocation Hall, and by 1895
to the third floor of the newly completed
Walsh Hall. For a time, books shared
space with gymnasium activity in Convocation Hall, but by 1901, Convocation
Hall was converted to library use and the
full Hodgson collection was moved there.
Stack space was created in the basement
of Convocation Hall and the main floor

Morgan’s Steep. The bluff precipice
beyond the old hospital, looking down
toward Cowan, adjacent to and directly
south of Clara’s Point. This dramatic view
of the valley has long been the anchor of
one of the most famous and most retold
of the old Sewanee stories. The story,
told time and again is that the steep acquired its name from the heroic deed of
a Confederate officer, carrying important
papers who was hotly pursued by Union
riders. Cornered at this bluff, instead
of surrendering, he gallantly rode his
horse off the cliff. The romance discreetly
avoids an account of what happened next
– whether he was killed and the Yankees
got the dispatches anyway or whether by
a miracle of good Southern horsemanship, he crashed through the trees to a
safe landing and escaped. The heroics
were in the leap, not in the landing, and
the story has been repeated with certainty
for a century. Geography, unfortunately,
is less romantic. In keeping with naming
bluffs and views for the orginal donors
of the University, the steep was named
for the Hon. Oliver J. Morgan of Louisiana. He was not a Confederate officer,
but a wealthy cotton planter and an early
benefactor of the University.
Mountain Goat. The popular name

for the Sewanee Coal Company railroad train from Cowan junction first to
Sewanee and then to Tracy City. The 21mile line from Cowan to Tracy City was
built for a total cost of $850,000. At the
time of its construction, the railroad from
Cowan to Sewanee was the steepest in the

At the time of its construction, the Mountain Goat
railroad from Cowan to Sewanee was the steepest
in the world.
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St. Mary ’s Station. An elegant

Proctor’s Hall, circa 1895.
world, and the struggling ascent of the
locomotives was compared to a mountain
goat climbing a mountain. The railroad
was served by two engines and by a variety
of rolling stock, which included boxcars,
flat cars, coal cars, and a few passenger
cars. After 1930, regular passenger service ended, and the occasional rail passenger rode in the caboose until railroad
regulations prohibited the practice.
Proctor’s Hall. An interesting rock

formation created by a partially dislodged
slab of sandstone which has separated from
the layers surrounding it and has moved
away from its original embedded position
creating a passageway or “hall” through the
rock. The name may be a deliberate inversion of “Hall Proctor,” an administrative
position charged with keeping order in
the halls or boarding houses. This site has
remained popular, perhaps because of its
easy accessibility at the end of a road with
a convenient parking loop. The increasing popularity of the Perimeter Trail has
refreshed this popularity in recent years.
The hall is also the site of an initiation
ritual for University proctors.
16 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Summer 2009

wood-frame platform
immediately adjoining the Mountain
Goat track coming up
the Mountain. Constructed of wood with
a metal roof, flagpole,
and boarding deck with
a railing, the overhead
shelter used a simple
king-post truss with
tie beam to support the
roof. The roof had a
slight bell flare to give
it a more graceful and
less angular appearance. Benches were
provided along the railing under the shelter. The platform was constructed on the
outside of the track curve so that the back
edge of the platform was high above the
slope below and it offered an impressive
view of Hawkins Cove. For many years,
most of the right of way of the railroad
was cleared of trees and brush and offered
many views of the valley. The view at this
point had been opened at the specific
instruction of Bishop Leonidas Polk for
the benefit of railroad passengers coming
to the laying of the cornerstone in 1860.
Sewanee. Originally a Native American
name that may have designated this portion of the Cumberland Plateau as being
the location of a southern band of Native
Americans. Sewanee was an area name but
not a local town or post office name until
1870 when George Fairbanks acquired the
name from the United States Post Office
from a Memphis location that had lapsed
as a post office. At that point, the former
University Place postal designation was
replaced with Sewanee. The Sewanee post
office, however, was located in what Fairbanks otherwise referred to as Sewanee

Village. This conflation of two distinguishable geographic areas into one postal
designation has been a source of confused
thinking ever since that time. Sewanee
thus can refer specifically to the Sewanee
Village, or specifically to the University,
or it can refer to both the village and
the University. In the mid-1880s, Vice
Chancellor Telfair Hodgson opened a
correspondence with various specialists
at the American Bureau of Ethnology to
seek professional help in translating the
word or in tracing its specific tribal roots.
After consultation among these scholars,
Samuel D. Hinman wrote to Vice Chancellor Hodgson, “Reverend and dear Sir:
I have now the further information, that
‘Sewanee’ in the Shawnee tongue means
‘lost,’ said of a person who starts for a
given place and unexpectedly arrives at a
very different one.” He continued, “said
also of a river if very crooked or if it sinks
underground to rise further on.”
Sewanee Hotel. The popular name

sometimes given to the hotel at the junction of University and Sewanee (Tennessee) Avenues. This hotel was also known
as the University Hotel. A large frame
structure of many rooms, it contained a
dining hall and kitchen and resembled
turn-of-the-century resort hotels found
across the upland South. Built by the
University Hotel Company, the structure
was eventually acquired by the University
and used for a time as a dormitory for
the Sewanee Grammar School. When the
Grammar School moved to new quarters in Quintard Hall (and became the
Sewanee Military Academy), the old hotel
was renovated in 1905 and became known
as the Sewanee Inn. It burned in 1918.
Tubby’s. A famous, and infamous,
roadhouse between Sewanee and Monteagle, for many years the only source of
either draft beer or pizza on the Moun-

tain. Older alums may recall the first
proprietor, Tubby Wallace, or Miss Ida or
Ruby Smith and Betty McBee and the last
operator of the roadhouse, Shorty Waggoner. Tubby’s was made internationally
famous in 1970 thanks to the patronage
of the Russian pianist and Tchaikovsky
competition winner Vladimir Krainev,
who insisted upon endlessly playing
Johnny Cash songs on the Wurlitzer
while being treated to pizza and beer by
Sewanee students. After Tubby’s burned
and then closed in the early 1970s, the
large Tubby’s sign was erected for a short
time in front of the Phi Delta Theta house
(now the McGriff Alumni House) on
Georgia Avenue.

Located on the Mountain Goat track, St. Mary’s Station offered sweeping views of Hawkins Cove.

University Gates. Two sets of stone

pillars that mark the bounds of the Domain as they intersect Highway 41A. Each
set is made of native sandstone and features a bronze plaque that faces the flow
of traffic with the inscription “Domain
of the University of the South.” The gates
began as a project of “the ladies of the
Mountain” in 1928 who began the University Gates Fund. The work on the gates,
however, was delayed a number of years
because the exact route of the highway was
not decided. Original drawings called for
22-foot-tall pillars shaped as a very slightly tapered obelisk with a curved buttress
wall about 12 feet in length. Although
fundraising had begun in the 1920s, the
gates were not erected until 1940, largely

Original plans for the University Gates.

through the efforts of the Sewanee Civic
League. A widely popular tradition has
grown up concerning passing through
the University Gates. The current version of the tradition encourages students
to “catch an angel” (by touching the roof
of the car) as they pass outward through
the gates and to “put up” the angel upon
returning to Sewanee. While this tradition is now specifically associated with
University students, the tradition actually
originated in the 1960s or earlier among
local children who were riding school
buses down the Mountain over very poor
roads. These children were observed to
“catch an angel” as they passed through
the west gates on the way down the curving road to school in the valley.
Prior to the tradition of catching
an angel, University students would
acknowledge their passing in or out
of the gates by honking the horns
of their cars. Honking at the gates
continued well into the 1970s and
an occasional honk is still heard
from the cars of returning alums.
Xanadu. The name of a private

residence tucked into the corner of the
Domain just inside the east gate immediately before the turn from Highway
41 onto University Avenue. Originally
proposed as a Boy Scout camp and given
a generous lease for that purpose by Vice
Chancellor Alexander Guerry, the site
evolved from a camp with a log cabin
into a private residence. The house is set
nearly 1,500 feet from the highway and is
invisible and unknown but for the stone
sign at the entry with the word “Xanadu”
cut into it. Since for many decades the
University has prohibited signs around
the Domain, the University itself lacked a
proper entrance sign other than the University gates themselves. This stone sign
was the only visible place name as people
entered the University and some alleged
that in coming here they had entered the
namesake strange paradise from Samuel
Taylor Coleridge’s poem “Kubla Khan”:
So twice five miles of fertile ground
With walls and towers were girdled round:
And there were gardens bright with sinuous rills,
Where blossomed many an incense-bearing tree;
And here were forests ancient as the hills,
Enfolding sunny spots of greenery.
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Johnny
With the mind of a scientist,
the heart of a poet, the
passion of an activist, and
the voice of a rock star,
Jonathan Meiburg, C’97, is
singing to save the world.
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Ten minutes before the critically acclaimed indierock band Shearwater is scheduled to take the stage at what
may be the biggest show it has ever played in its hometown,
the intellectual leader of this cerebral outfit is otherwise
occupied. While the rest of the band finishes the last of
their barbecue dinners from styrofoam takeout boxes,
Jonathan Meiburg wanders off, and now stands staring
intently into an oak tree in an outdoor backstage area.
“Bird?” someone asks.
“Yeah,” Meiburg says. “Right … … … there,” pointing to
a tiny shape on an interior branch. “It’s a Carolina wren.”

Rook

By B u c k B u t l e r , C ’ 8 9
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I got interested in doing what I had done when I was a
little kid, which was to look at a map and just say ‘Wow,
I wonder what it’s like in that place’.

Meiburg leads Shearwater at Stubb’s Amphitheater
in Austin, Texas. Photograph by Chad Wadsworth.
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— jonathan meiburg

Minutes later, the quiet birdwatcher is
on stage, transformed. The band’s opening number, “Hail Mary,” starts quietly
with Meiburg’s ethereal falsetto over a
hushed piano. The song builds into a
slow march and finally an impassioned
anthem. Meiburg leads the band’s charge
with a full-throated intensity and bulging
neck veins, seemingly singing for his life:
“And we march in our rows and rows /
Under a burning hand / Past the scars
of the wounded land / Into a country of
thorns and spines / Wild and unbroken.”
By the time the band reaches the end of
the song, more than a thousand concertgoers in the sloping dirt courtyard of
Stubb’s Amphitheater in Austin, Texas,
have been treated to a good sample of what
they will experience during the rest of
Shearwater’s show tonight: a performance
that is equal parts poetry and power.
Later, the normally reserved Meiburg

is asked about the nature of all that focused intensity. Is it anger? “It doesn’t
feel that way,” he says. “It’s more like I’m
charging into battle. It’s like, ‘I’m going
to die on this hill!’”
Meiburg’s songwriting is less direct
than his performance, so while the audience for tonight’s show will catch glimpses
of the metaphorical hill where he promises to make his last stand, to understand
fully the source of the musician’s passion, you have to look back to his days at
Sewanee and beyond when the English
major found himself in some of the most
remote places on earth, confronting nature in some of its rawest forms.
Or, perhaps, you could just consider
his brief interlude with the Carolina wren.

I

f you attended Sewanee in the
second half of the 20th century, you
probably knew a student like Jonathan

Meiburg, C’97, (if you weren’t one yourself) — a star in the English department
who was occasionally invited to share
a glass of bourbon with his professors
and Andrew Lytle on the front porch of
Lytle’s log home in the Monteagle Assembly. Meiburg was the kind of student
who formed lifelong friendships with his
professors based as much on mutual admiration as mentorship. “He was among
the smartest and most capable students
I’ve taught,” says English Professor Tam
Carlson. “And he was one of the most
interesting.”
Meiburg’s interest in English and
religion (his minor) didn’t extend to the
sciences. When he learned that he could
fulfill his entire science requirement by
joining Sewanee’s Island Ecology Program and spending part of the summer
after his junior year on St. Catherine’s
Island, Ga., studying geology, biology,
and wildlife ecology, he saw it as a great
opportunity. He could finish the science
during the summer and get back to literature and religion in the fall. But the
five weeks Meiburg spent on the barrier
island gave him his first taste of scientific
fieldwork in a relatively unadulterated
natural setting.
“It was a pretty spectacular experience,” Meiburg says of the long summer
days spent on the island’s beaches and in
its maritime forests, taking soil samples,
studying the effects of wildfires, and
learning the names of birds. “That program helped to get me thinking a little
bit more about the natural world and our
place in it.”
The feature of the program that most
captured Meiburg’s imagination was the
opportunity to leave civilization behind,
even if it was by only a few miles. Less than
a year later, that interest in remote places
inspired his successful bid for a Thomas
J. Watson fellowship.
For the people lucky enough to be

awarded one, a Watson Fellowship is an
almost ridiculously rich opportunity: a
fully funded year of globetrotting and
study to pursue a project of their own
devising. Watson fellows are encouraged to travel broadly and to experience
a wide range of countries and cultures.
Meiburg’s proposal took that idea to its
extreme by focusing on some of the most
far-flung places he could find. “I got interested in doing what I had done when I
was a little kid, which was to look at a map
and just say ‘Wow, I wonder what it’s like
in that place,’” Meiburg says. “I was just
wondering what it was like in places that
were really far removed from the world
that I’d grown up in or that most people
lived in.”
He proposed studying human communities in some of the most remote
parts in the world, including Tierra del
Fuego, a research station on the Antarctic

Peninsula, a remote aboriginal settlement
in northern Australia called Kowanyama,
the ancient city of Tashkorgan in western
China, and the Inuit village of Kimmirut
in Baffin Island, Canada. After graduating, he set off on a yearlong adventure that
would shape his interests in science and
art in ways that he couldn’t have imagined.

M

eiburg spent the first five weeks
of his Watson year in Ushuaia, the
dusty capital of the Argentine province
of Tierra del Fuego, and was preparing
to move on when he realized that another
remote destination was within reach:
the relatively nearby Falkland Islands.
He altered his itinerary to add a couple
of weeks in the windswept islands, and
became intrigued both by the islanders’
resolute Britishness and the islands’ subAntarctic ecology.
It was in Stanley, the Falklands’ only

Shearwater’s current lineup (left to right, standing): Kevin Schneider, Jordan Geiger, Jonathan Meiburg,
Kimberly Burke, and (seated) Thor Harris.
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Looking for Johnny Rook
The web site for Shearwater’s record label,
Matador Records, hosts a series of five videos,
“Looking for Johnny Rook,” that features
Jonathan Meiburg in the field, studying striated
caracaras in the Falkland Islands. To watch the
videos, go to http://www.matadorrecords.com
/shearwater/quicktime.html
Striated caracara (Photograph: Jeffrey Hammond)

22 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • Summer 2009

These birds are very special — they’re jacks-of-all-trades.
They’re good at sizing up new resources and figuring
out how they can make use of them. Sometimes, when
you’re watching them, you feel like you can see the gears
turning in their heads.

— Jonathan Meiburg

town, that Meiburg met a British ornithologist named Robin Woods at the
guesthouse where they were both staying. Woods, who had studied the flora
and fauna of the islands for 40 years,
was there to conduct a survey of a rare
and threatened raptor, the striated caracara, on the outermost islands of the
archipelago. Woods needed an assistant,
Meiburg had the time and interest, and
he signed on for what would be a sevenweek immersion in field biology and
ornithology.
Though the Falklands are most famous for the small but fierce war of 1982
that evicted invading Argentine forces,
they’re also known for their wildlife;
for many thousands of years, they’ve
been an important breeding ground for
seals, penguins, albatrosses, and a host
of smaller land and seabirds, some of
which live nowhere else on earth. Sheep
farming has transformed much of the
Falklands into a relatively barren place,
but a few uninhabited island groups
preserve the remnants of the startling
abundance that once was — and it was
these islands that Meiburg and Woods
visited to find the caracaras.
“In their own way, the Falklands are
just as strange and interesting as the Galapagos,” says Meiburg. “There are islands
there where the entire vertebrate fauna is
avian. And the birds are either huge and
spectacular and oceanic like albatrosses
and penguins or they’re strange endemics, like a giant flightless duck — and then

there’s the caracara, the weirdest and
coolest raptor in the world.”
When Meiburg declares the striated
caracara the world’s coolest raptor, he
speaks from experience. There may be a
handful of people in the world who know
as much about the bird as he does, but it’s
a small handful. Known familiarly in the
Falkland Islands as the “Johnny rook,” the
striated caracara is a bird with immense
personality — part puppy, part clown,
part junkyard dog. Though they’re closely
related to falcons, they behave more like
crows or ravens, and they bounce across
the nearly treeless landscape of the Falkland Islands on long, yellow legs. They
approach people without fear and investigate anything new in their environment
with the insatiable curiosity of a toddler.
“Birds of prey don’t tend to be real
brainy, in that sort of problem-solving,
curious, evaluative way,” Meiburg says.
“They tend to be really good at doing one
thing. But these birds are very special —
they’re jacks-of-all-trades. They’re good
at sizing up new resources and figuring
out how they can make use of them.
Sometimes, when you’re watching them,
you feel like you can see the gears turning
in their heads.”
Because there are no mammalian
predators on many of the islands where
Johnny rooks live, the birds have evolved
to take over ecological roles that wouldn’t
be available to them in other places. They
skulk like foxes around the edges of penguin colonies, grabbing chicks and eggs

when they can, and they seem to have
excellent night vision. “I’ve seen them
hunting on islands where small seabirds
come in after dark to go to their burrows,”
says Robin Woods. “The Johnny rooks
catch them, rip their heads off, eat a bit of
them and chuck the rest away like a snack
wrapper.” Striated caracaras can even take
down a weak or injured lamb, a skill that
led to their near-extermination at the
hands of sheep farmers in the inhabited
parts of the Falklands — and to the need
for a survey to determine how many still
remained in the islands.
Woods, Meiburg, another assistant,
and two crew members set out on a 50foot ketch to count breeding pairs of
striated caracaras. They spent their nights
on the boat and their days walking the
otherworldly landscape of the wildest of
the unpopulated Falklands. Over the days
and weeks spent watching and counting
Johnny rooks, Meiburg fell in love with
the painstaking work of field science, the
strange behavior of the birds, and the
remoteness of the islands. On the boat at
night, he would pick out tunes on a borrowed banjo and sometimes lose himself
in musical reverie, even if the only sounds
were in his head.
“We were living in the hold of this
ketch,” says Woods. “There were no portholes in the hold. We were cooking in
it, eating in it, and sleeping in sleeping
bags. Jonathan used to sit there in his blue
windcheater with his scarf on and his hat
on and his gloves. He’s sitting on a box in
the corner with his head bowed, and I can
remember saying to him ‘Are you alright,
Jonathan?’ And he says ‘Oh yeah, yeah.’
Next day, we went out in the field, marching around the island, getting rather tired,
and I say to him ‘What were you doing?
Why were you sitting there?’ ‘I was editing
music,’ he says. I say, ‘You what?’ He tells
me, ‘I’ve got 30-something tunes in my
head and I’m editing them.’”
Summer 2009 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 23

Top: On board the ketch he lived on during the
initial caracara survey in the Falkland Islands,
Meiburg holds a borrowed banjo. Above:
Meiburg (left) with British ornithologist Robin
Woods (center) during the survey.
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T

he day before the show at Stubb’s,
Shearwater gathers at the home of
the band’s drummer, Thor Harris, to
rehearse their set. A wide collection of instruments — guitars, keyboards, a banjo, a
clarinet, homemade drums, glockenspiels,
a trumpet — litters Harris’s living room
along with the expected array of mic stands
and amplifiers. Each of Shearwater’s five
members plays more than one instrument,
and they move among them with practiced
ease. The effect of the band’s eclectic instrumentation, as well as its leader’s penchant for dramatic dynamic shifts, is what
one music writer has called “breathtaking
soundscapes that teeter from curiously
fragile to a mighty wail.”
The band builds these soundscapes with
melodies and vocals but also with feedback
and other unconventionally manufactured
sounds. Shearwater’s lone female member,
Kimberly Burke, plays a stand-up electric
bass, but she also plays glockenspiel, and
on one song she coaxes an eerie resonance
from the glockenspiel by dragging the bow
of her bass slowly along the end of one
bar. Harris plays drums, but he also plays
clarinet and a hammer dulcimer that he
made from a piece of lumber and some
guitar strings. In addition to writing all
of the band’s songs, Meiburg plays guitar,
keyboards, and banjo.
The instrument that most defines

Shearwater’s sound, however, is Meiburg’s voice, which itself often shifts
from fragile falsetto to a powerful roar in
the course of a single song. At rehearsal
today, Meiburg is holding back during
the set’s most dramatic moments, saving
his big voice for tomorrow night. But
his falsetto is remarkably affecting, pure
and pitch-perfect, creating a distinctive
plaintiveness that forms the foundation
for the music’s bigger moments.
Growing up in Raleigh, N.C., Meiburg was a boy soprano who sang lead
roles in productions including Gian
Carlo Menotti’s opera “Amahl and the
Night Visitors” at his church and in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Requiem” with the
Raleigh Oratorio Society. “I feel like those
notes just never left,” Meiburg says when
asked about his falsetto. “They were always
there, and it feels the same now to sing
them as it did when I was a kid. More stuff
opened up underneath them, but the high
notes just stayed right where they were.”
During a break in the afternoon rehearsal, Meiburg is on the front porch of
Harris’s house, talking about his leadership role in the band. “I’m still learning
about how to make rehearsals work best,”
he says. “You only can focus for so long.
It’s a magical thing, too – ”
He stops talking suddenly, hearing a
bird in a tree across the street. “That’s
a red-bellied woodpecker,” he says, and
then picks up his train of thought where
he left it. “If you have several days to rehearse and you just touch on everything
each day, somehow it gets much better by
the end of the week than if you hammer
away at it for five hours straight.”

A

fter completing the Johnny rook
survey in the Falklands, Meiburg
continued his Watson Fellowship travels,
landing in most of the destinations in
his original proposal, but also adding
and removing others as opportunities

arose. He made it to Kowanyama, the
aboriginal settlement in Australia, but
had to abandon Tashkorgan; in its place,
he added the remote Chatham Islands off
New Zealand and ended his long journey
in the Canadian Arctic.
Back in the United States, Meiburg
gradually adjusted to life after the Watson
by working odd jobs and considering his
next move. “The price of having a really
singular experience is that you don’t have
this experience in common with anyone,
so you have to figure out what to do with
it,” he says. “I wanted to write a book, but
when I tried, I kept running up against
my lack of knowledge about the natural
world — I just didn’t know enough names
for things.”
Meiburg moved from Atlanta to Austin, where he worked temp jobs, played
in a band with some high school friends
and contemplated graduate school. Eventually, he entered the master’s program
in geography at the University of Texas,
which allowed him to study the islands
and birds he’d first encountered during his Watson year through the field of
biogeography. It was a dramatic change of
course for an English major, but Meiburg
credits the Watson year with giving him
the courage to strike out in a new direction. “It gives you the feeling that you can
do anything,” he says. “Even when the
money’s gone, you realize that gumption,
stubbornness, and naïvete can carry you
a long way.”
While he was studying, Meiburg was
also playing music. At a benefit concert
for the University of Texas college radio
station, Meiburg’s band played just before
a recently formed group called Okkervil
River. Meiburg was intrigued by the band
and its charismatic frontman, Will Sheff,
and shortly after the show, the two met
and eventually formed a musical partnership that would last for years.
Meiburg joined Okkervil River, and

together, Sheff and Meiburg started
Shearwater around the same time.
Okkervil River was signed by the indierock record label Jagjaguwar in 2000
and enjoyed growing success, fueled by
college-radio airplay and incessant touring. Shearwater was a little slower out of
the starting gates, but built a significant
fan base in the United States and Europe,
and in 2006 signed to Matador Records,
home of indie-rock titans like Cat Power,
Sonic Youth, Yo La Tengo, and Belle and
Sebastian. From the beginning, Okkervil
River was an outlet for Sheff’s creative vision just as Shearwater was for Meiburg’s,
and today the two no longer play supporting roles in each other’s groups.
Shearwater has seen band members
come and go over the years, but nearly
from its inception, the core of the group
has been Meiburg, drummer Thor Harris, and bassist Kimberly Burke. Like
Meiburg, Burke is a Sewanee alum, C’99,
and the two met on the Mountain. At
Sewanee, Burke learned to play bass as
a member of a campus all-female Celtic
band called Magdalena. After graduation,
she moved to Austin with Meiburg and
joined Shearwater. The two eventually
married, got graduate degrees (Burke’s
master’s degree is in playwriting) and later
divorced. The two have remained friends
and bandmates.
Today, Burke lives in Boston and, in
addition to her duties with Shearwater,
she continues to write plays. One of her
plays for teen actors, “Taboo,” has been
produced by high school theater groups
around the country. “It’s about a high
school in which there are very strict rules,”
Burke says. “For instance, students are
forced to wear certain colors according
to their GPA.”
Kind of like a place where some students wear academic gowns and others
don’t, according to their GPA? “Actually,
I never put that together,” she says.

Playwright and Shearwater bass player Kimberly
Burke, C’99.
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F

or his master’s thesis in geography, Meiburg returned to a favorite
topic: the Johnny rook. His thesis, “The
Biogeography of Striated Caracaras
Phalcoboenus australis” is a massive and entertaining work, bulging with footnotes,
that significantly advances the world’s
knowledge of the species’ evolutionary
history, range, and behavior, but also displays an English major’s facility with the
written word. The thesis is part scientific
inquiry, part travelogue, and part love
letter to the “weirdest and coolest raptor
in the world.” In many ways, it is the book
Meiburg wanted to write after his Watson
year, except that nine years later, he did
“know the names of things.” Meiburg had
seen firsthand how small the breeding
population of striated caracaras was, and
his thesis was a way to gather and analyze
as much information as possible about a
bird that might not be around for future
generations to study.
That the Johnny rook’s home range is
limited to only the Falkland Islands and
some of the islands of Tierra del Fuego
is puzzling, considering the bird’s curiosity and cleverness. If ever there were a
bird with the adaptive skills to expand its
habitat to different ecological settings,
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it would seem to be this one. But there’s
another intriguing aspect of the Johnny
rook’s behavior: its complete guilelessness
when faced with potential threats, which
is why the birds are so approachable by
humans and such easy targets for a sheep
farmer with a gun.
This behavioral quirk, as explained in
Meiburg’s paper, is “ecological naïvete,”
a phenomenon in which species that
spend a long chunk of evolutionary time
in simple ecosystems (like small islands)
lose, or lack, traits necessary for survival
in more complex ecosystems. Because the
birds haven’t had to defend themselves
from other kinds of predators, at least not
in a very long time, they may not be able
to, and their small, scattered population
(perhaps less than 2,000 individuals)
might not be able to absorb the shock of
adjusting, even if they could. Meiburg
writes, “The caracaras’ ecological naïvete
probably restricts them from the more
complex South American mainland,
where mammalian predators (including
humans) and other caracara species are
common.” For all their canniness and
seeming intelligence, Johnny rooks may
be stuck on the islands where they arrived
long ago.
In 2004, Meiburg signed on as an
assistant for a field study of another
ecologically naïve species, the Galapagos
hawk. (During his voyage to the Galapagos Islands, Charles Darwin wrote that
he had nudged a Galapagos hawk off the
branch of a tree with the muzzle of a
gun.) But shortly after arriving on the
uninhabited island of Santiago, the doctoral student who was leading the study
had to be evacuated for medical reasons,
and Meiburg was essentially marooned
on the island with two other assistants
for the next six weeks.
Santiago is a volcanic island with an
eerie landscape marked by cinder cones
and calderas. The barren land supports

little vegetation other than dry scrub and
twisted palo santo trees. In this harsh, surreal environment, Meiburg later wrote,
“Songs crept up on me in a way they never
had before. I longed for the few minutes
between the evening meal and the nightly
onslaught of mosquitoes when I could
play my guitar, and in the long hours I had
to spend in my tent, I wrote lyrics in my
field book.” By the time he left Santiago,
Meiburg had written most of the songs
that would become the Shearwater album
Palo Santo, a loose, mystical concept album
about the life of the singer Nico, who died
on the island of Ibiza, half a world away.
Palo Santo was a breakthrough for the
band. The New York Times hailed it as one
of the year’s best, and National Public
Radio called it “almost impossibly majestic
and beautiful.” It was the first Shearwater
album to represent Meiburg’s mature postthesis vision and the first album for which
he was the sole songwriter, after Sheff left
the band. In addition to the Nico story, the
songs on Palo Santo are dominated by themes
and images from the natural world. “As
soon as Jonathan took over as the frontman, we figured out what our sound was,”
says Kimberly Burke. “We figured out what
our message was, and everything started
to fall into place. It suddenly seemed like
Jonathan had an outlet for the things that
he’d been thinking about and studying for
the last 10 years.”
The band’s next album, Rook, released
in 2008, is even more cinematic in sound
and scope. In the lyrics, there are towering cliffs and rising seas, dark rivers and
burning suns. There are snow leopards
and oxen, tigers and horses. And, of
course, there are birds: rooks, swallows,
starlings, and gulls. Meiburg’s songwriting can be oblique, but the cumulative
effect is, in fact, that of a man charging
into battle to make his last stand.
“The old world is gone and it’s not
coming back,” Meiburg says. “A new world

The saddest thing in the world to me is the idea that the
last fragments of the old world will disappear and nobody
will even know they were there.— Jonathan Meiburg

is arriving, and we’re making it right now.
To some degree, the music is an attempt
to make peace with that, and in other ways
it rages against it. And I think that when
it works, it works because of the tension
between those feelings.” In the face of
present and future threats, mostly from
humankind, it’s not just the Johnny rooks
and the Galapagos hawks that are ecologically naïve; it’s the entire natural world.
It’s the swallows, gulls, and starlings,
it’s the Carolina wrens and red-bellied
woodpeckers, and Jonathan Meiburg
desperately wants us to know what we’re
at risk of losing.
“The saddest thing in the world to me
is the idea is that the last fragments of the
old world will disappear and nobody will
even know they were there,” he says.

I

n the office of his home in South
Austin, Meiburg offers to play a recording of what he calls his favorite song
of all time. “Anio No Mba Hisoka” was
recorded in Madagascar in the 1930s
and released as part of a Yazoo Records
series of compilations called The Secret
Museum of Mankind.
“It was captured in that little window before recorded music had really
changed the way that people played and
listened to music in most parts of the
world,” says Meiburg. “So the very medium that’s devouring music and kind of
destroying it — that’s going to regurgitate
it in the way that we experience it now —
hasn’t completely altered the way that it’s
being played.”
In other words, this music and these
musicians were, in a way, as ecologically

naïve as the Johnny rook. As they were
being recorded, the culture that they
represented was at risk of disappearing
forever, partly due to the recording process itself, and today the recording stands
as a testament to what the world has lost.
After Meiburg hits the iTunes play button on his PC, he sits silently, sharing the
scratchy recording of a variety of primitive stringed and percussion instruments
and at least two warbling voices singing in
Malagasy. The song is pleasant enough,
but judging from Meiburg’s rapt expression, there’s more to it. To his ear, this
exotic and antique little recording carries
within it an entire culture with a specific
history that can be decoded through the
music. It’s a message in a bottle from a
world that may be gone forever.
When the song ends, Meiburg starts
to talk, but there’s a catch in his voice, an
emotional upwelling. “I’m sorry,” he says.
“That song always gets me.”
“There’s something about the herkyjerky meter of it and the voices, which
seem in total concert with each other but
also independent. Texturally, they don’t
blend at all, but the harmonies — those
resolutions are just so yearning and sweet.
And you hear Polynesia in it — since
Madagascar is a Polynesian culture — but
it’s also East African, so you hear the
African in it too. The missionaries have
already been there and you hear traces
of that in there, but I don’t think it’s a
religious song.
“I don’t even know what the song is
about, but that’s the sound of the thing I
was describing earlier, this thing — this
beautiful thing that’s just gone.”
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The Polk
Carillon
Turns 50
B y J o h n B o r dle y
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Between 1950 and 1970, Sewanee was
transformed from a regionally recognized liberal arts college of about 400
men to a nationally recognized college
of about 1,000 men and women. Under
the leadership of Vice Chancellor Edward
McCrady, a number of new dormitories,
a dining hall, a library, a science building, and an auditorium were built in the
1950s and ’60s. However, the centerpiece
of all this construction was an expanded
All Saints’ Chapel with its adjoining
Shapard Tower. And the centerpiece of
Shapard Tower was a 56-bell carillon,
one of the finest instruments of its kind
in the world.
The original aim was to finish the chapel in time for the centennial celebration
of the founding of the University during
the 1957–58 school year. The calendar
goal proved impossible, but the carillon
was dedicated on April 12, 1959, and the
chapel reopened for its first service amid
a week of festivities in June 1959.
Planning for a grand chapel in Sewanee
had been started by 1886, and construction of the original All Saints’ Chapel
began in 1905. But
building came to a
screeching halt in
1907 when the Bank
of Winchester, which
held the funds set
aside for the building, failed during
a financial panic.
In the 1940s, Vice
Chancellor Alexander Guerry attempted to raise money to
complete the chapel. However, Guerry
died suddenly in the late 1940s and it was
McCrady’s arrival as the new vice chancellor in the early 1950s that got the project
moving forward again. The Shapard family of Griffin, Ga., donated the money for
the tower, and theirs was the largest single
gift toward the completion of the chapel

(the total construction cost of which was
$1.2 million).
The prime mover behind the idea of
a carillon at Sewanee was an alumnus
named W. Dudley Gale III. Gale was a
great-grandson of Leonidas Polk, one of
the founders of the University, a bishop of
the Episcopal Church and a general of the
Confederacy. Gale attended the Sewanee
Military Academy and the University
(C’20), but interrupted his education to
join the American Expeditionary Forces
in France in World War I. In France, Arthur Ben Chitty would later write, Gale
“acquired a love for the bells that pealed
from little churches and big cathedrals.”
Later, as chairman of the carillon committee of Christ Church, Nashville, Gale
acquired a technical knowledge of carillons when he spent weeks in consultation
with Arthur Bigelow, America’s greatest
authority in the field. So it was natural
that when Gale was contemplating a
suitable centennial gift to Sewanee in
memory of his great-grandfather Bishop
Polk, he thought of a carillon.
Gale donated the second-largest gift
for the chapel completion, $65,000
for the Polk Carillon. Because of
Gale’s earlier contacts with Arthur
Bigelow, Bigelow was
able to be involved
with the plans for
the construction of
the tower. Unlike the
sequence of events in many bell towers,
the bells could be installed as the tower
was being constructed.
Bigelow was a recognized leader in the
design and tuning of carillon bells, and
he directed the entire installation of the
Polk Carillon. In 1955, Bigelow traveled
to Annecy-le-Vieux, Haute-Savoie, near
the French-Swiss border to discuss the

founding of the bells with the Paccard
firm. Bigelow’s exacting specifications
for the bells dictated that the smaller bells
have unusually thick walls, giving them a
stronger and more beautiful sound and
a ring of longer duration than had been
available in earlier carillons. The bells
are 78 percent copper and 22 percent
tin. One source says the upper bells had
an even higher percentage of tin to “give
them more ‘ring.’”
In 1958, the bells were shipped from
France to New Orleans and then transferred to railcars for their journey to
Sewanee. Photographs from the time
show the bells then being transferred
from the railcars to trucks for the trip
up the hill to the chapel. Placement
of the bells in the tower started in the
summer of 1958 and ended in the fall,
as the installation was concomitant with
the tower construction. The bells were
installed in one level after another. After
a level of bells was installed, walls at that
level were completed and the next level
was started. The playing cabin and its
keyboard are located on the fourth level,
above the eight largest bells and below the
48 smaller bells.
At the time of its completion, the Polk
Carillon was the third-largest carillon in
the world in terms of the number of bells.
More importantly, Bigelow thought the
tuning of the bells was “as perfect as it was
possible to make.”
Bigelow returned to Sewanee on several occasions after the installation in
1958, but his most memorable visit was to
play the April 12, 1959, dedicatory recital.
According to accounts from the time, the
premiere concert was held on a cold and
overcast day, with temperatures around
40 degrees. Some 1,000 people braved
the cold to hear Bigelow play, and local
radio station WCDT broadcast the event.
“The music of the bells seemed to
surprise everyone,” wrote Arthur Ben

Chitty, then director of
public relations. “For
perhaps nine-tenths of
the audience it was the
first experience of its
kind. Professor Bigelow played with great
vivacity and versatility
an extremely varied program. The few seasoned
carillon-listeners pronounced
the instrument and the performance
magnificent. One of the workmen stood
throughout the ringing of the Bourdon
with his hat over his heart and tears
streaming down his face.”
After the concert, Bigelow said, “This
is the greatest day of my life. There is no
such instrument in the world.”
Two weeks after the dedicatory recital,
Sewanee’s first University carilloneur
played his first concert on the instrument.
Albert Bonholzer, an alumnus of the
College and the Sewanee Military Academy, was the owner and operator of the
Coca-Cola Bottling Company in nearby
Tracy City. In 1929, Bonholzer had taken
a grand tour of Europe and first became
interested in carillons. Back in the United
States, he took lessons with two expert
carilloneurs in Chicago. The program
notes for Bonholzer’s recital note that,
“Bonholzer agrees with carillon designer
Arthur L. Bigelow that Sewanee’s bells are
second to none. Mr. Bigelow agrees with
Sewanee that we are fortunate in having
a man with the ability and interest of Mr.
Bonholzer so near us, one so capable in
helping use and enjoy the new carillon.”
Bonholzer remained as University carillonneur until 1985.

On June 4, 1959, two months after the
dedication of the Polk Carillon, Sewanee
hosted one of the premier figures in the
carillon world when Staf Nees of Mechelen, Belgium, played a concert on the
instrument. Nees had been a student
of Jef Denyn, who was responsible for
the renaissance of carillon playing in
Europe in the first half of the 20th century. Denyn founded the Royal Carillon
School in Mechelen, the first and largest
carillon academy in the world. Upon
Denyn’s death in 1941, Nees took over
his responsibilities as performer, teacher,
and composer. Nees’ Sewanee concert put
the Polk Carillon on the world stage, at
least for dedicated carillon enthusiasts.
For the 50th anniversary of the Leonidas Polk Memorial Carillon, I played two
concerts in April and May to mark the
anniversaries of the 1959 dedication and
Nees concerts. Chairs were assembled on
the lawn in front of Shapard Tower for the
two concerts and dozens of listeners heard
renditions of a number of pieces that had
not been played on the Polk Carillon in
50 years.
John Bordley is a professor of chemistry and a
carilloneur.
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New Center Links Faith
and Environmentalism
B y He n r y H a m m a n

An environmental partnership bringing together the School of Theology, the
College, and All Saints’ Chapel has borne
its first fruit — the Sewanee Center for
Religion and Environment — and is poised
to put Sewanee in a leadership role in
the Episcopal Church’s development of
environmental stewardship. The center is
a direct response to an addendum to the
University’s Strategic Plan that calls for the
University to become a model of environmental education and sustainability.
“This center is a natural for Sewanee,”
says the Very Rev. Dr. William S. Stafford,
dean of the School of Theology. “Where
else are you going to find geologists and
ethicists who are active in the same church
and who are prepared to talk seriously
about the future and who have got excellent practical knowledge about many of
these issues?”
The new center will seek to “find a way
to integrate faith, practice, and under-

in a theologically grounded approach to
environmentalism.
“This is really getting the attention of
a lot of people in the Episcopal Church,”
says Stafford. “To have a university as
closely related to the Church and its mission as this one is — on 13,000 incredible
acres — is just a natural. It fits into the
historic ethos of Sewanee, that whole
side of Sewanee that’s passionate about
nature. … When you see something that
fits what we have and who we are so well,
to me it amounts to something like a call
from God.”
It’s not surprising that Dr. John Gatta,
dean of the College, is equally supportive:
His latest book carries the title Making Nature Sacred. “As far as we know, there is not
another institution of higher education
that is highlighting these issues in the same
way,” says Gatta.
Other institutions, among them Yale
University and the University of Chicago,

When you see something that
fits what we have and who we
are so well, to me it amounts to
something like a call from God.
The Very Rev. Dr. William S. Stafford

standing for environmental issues for our
students,” says Robin Gottfried, the center’s founding director and a professor of
economics. But the larger goal is to create
a resource that will engage the University, the local community, the Episcopal
Church, and other faith communities
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are seeking to develop programs that link
spirituality and the environment, but the
Sewanee center, by linking the undergraduate environmental studies program
and the resources of the graduate-level
School of Theology, promises a level of
integration unmatched by other efforts.

One example of how the College and
School of Theology have already begun to
work together is a three-year-old course,
jointly taught by two seminary faculty and
Gottfried. The course, a seminar for
senior environmental studies majors and
seminarians, has addressed questions of
land use on the Domain, the recognition
of beauty in the natural world, and — more
concretely — how to deal more responsibly
with the 500 pounds of waste food generated every day by the University’s main
dining facility, McClurg Hall.
University Chaplain the Rev. Tom Macfie Jr., C’80, T’89, says he sees the chapel’s
role in the center as “a bit of connective
tissue.” Macfie says his preaching has intentionally become more environmentally
oriented over the last academic year.
Budgetary constraints dictate that the
center be self-supporting. The Office
of University Relations has opened a
dedicated account for contributions of
seed money. “A comparatively modest
contribution to this enterprise might lead
to disproportionately great outcomes,”
says Gatta.
As more and more dioceses seek to
institutionalize environmental stewardship, Gottfried hopes to provide
revenue-generating consulting services.
The center may also link with St. Mary’s
Retreat Center to offer environmentally
focused retreats. Development of continuing education courses for clergy may also
generate income.
Gottfried has no doubt about the importance of the effort. “Church people
increasingly have to deal with environmental issues, and a faith perspective can assist
in making wise environmental decisions.”
Henry Hamman is a freelance writer based in Sewanee.

sports
Sports

The Fastest Man
in the SCAC
B y P r a t t P a t e r so n

“And the 2009 men’s 100-meter dash
SCAC champion and new school and
conference record holder: Chalankis
Brown!” Teammates, fans and even rivals
cheered as these words echoed through
the bleachers of Harris Stadium on
Texas Avenue on a beautiful spring day
in Sewanee as a quiet young man from
Alabama accepted his third medal of the
day at the 2009 Southern Collegiate
Athletic Conference (SCAC) Track and
Field Championships.
“Winning the 100-meter dash at the
conference championship is a huge accomplishment for me and for our team,”
Brown said after the race.
Chalankis Brown, a sophomore from
Millbrook, Ala., is the fastest man on
the Mountain — ever. And he is the fastest man in the SCAC. Brown broke the
Sewanee school record and the all-time
Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference
(SCAC) record in the 100-meter dash at
the championships recently with a time of
10.75 seconds. Not only the conference
champion in the 100, Brown was also the
200-meter champion and was part of the
All-SCAC third place 4x100 relay team.
“I am really proud of what Chalankis
has accomplished in the last two years
at Sewanee,” says head track coach Jeff
Heitzenrater. “Two-sport athletes are
a rare breed these days and he has succeeded tremendously in track and in
football.”
From the time Brown stepped on the
practice field, Head Football Coach Robert Black, C’89, knew his speed would be
a factor, and Black recommended Brown
to Heitzenrater as a potential sprinter
for the track team. The defensive back is
a two-time All-SCAC football selection,
and in 2008, Brown led the SCAC with

Brown outruns the competition in the conference championships.
seven interceptions and racked up 186
return yards on those pick-offs. The
interception mark put him at seventh
nationally in Division III, and his tally
of 186 return yards was second in the
country. He also had 57 tackles for the
year. Recently, Brown was named a 2009
Football Preseason All-American.
“Chalankis is the leader in our defensive secondary and a leader in the
SCAC, winning all-conference honors
as a sophomore at the cornerback position,” says Black. “Chalankis’s speed was
best showcased this fall against DePauw,
when he intercepted a pass on our own
one-yard line and took it the distance for
a touchdown. That play put us back in the

game, ultimately giving us a chance to beat
DePauw in the fourth quarter.”
Brown is a standout in the classroom,
too, earning a 3.2 grade point average during the Advent Semester, in the midst of
football season. This summer, Brown has
a much sought-after internship with the
Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals. He
plans to pursue a career in law some day,
but first, he has a few more races to run.
“For the next two years, he will be the
target of every sprinter in the SCAC,” says
Heitzenrater. “That’s OK by me — his best
races are always when he is in the lead, and
he is certainly there now.”
Pratt Paterson is Sewanee’s sports information director.
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New Executive Board
of the Associated Alumni
At a special called meeting of the Associated
Alumni, 19 alumni were elected to serve
on the newly formed Executive Board of
the Associated Alumni. The Executive
Board will meet twice a year to conduct
the business of the Association and to lead
alumni volunteer efforts in Admissions,
Church Relations, Alumni Club and
Communications, Student Life and
Annual Giving. Elected as members of the
board are the following alumni:
Charlie Brock, C’87, President,
Chattanooga, Tenn.
Vicky Vieth Bratton, C’88, Past
President, Atlanta, Ga.
The Rev. Andy Anderson, T’94, T’06,
Huntsville, Ala.
Kathie Clemmons Bennett, C’76,
Spartanburg, S.C.
Jim Burchfield, C’78, Spartanburg, S.C.
Winston Cameron, C’73, Winchester, Va.
Pete Dillon, C’96, New York, N.Y.
Rayid Ghani, C’99, Chicago, Ill.
Zach Goodyear, C’01, Nashville, Tenn.
Sage Smith Hoare, C’86, Atlanta, Ga.
Craig Laine, C’78, Nashville, Tenn.
Chip Manning, C’82, Nashville, Tenn.
The Rev. Lou Tucker Parsons, C’77,
T’02, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Georganne Garzon Perrine, C’96,
Birmingham, Ala.
Maureen Riopel, C’87, Austin, Texas
Margaret Campbell Rixham, C’87,
Charlotte, N.C.
Brooks Smith, C’93, Nashville, Tenn.
Jack Steinmeyer, C’71, Tulsa, Okla.
The Rev. Polk Van Zandt, C’74, T’94,
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

A s s o c i at ed A lu mni
Dear Sewanee Alumni:
It is a great honor and privilege for me to assume leadership as the new president of the Associated Alumni. From
my days as an undergraduate, Sewanee has been a source of
inspiration and pride, and I am grateful for this opportunity
to serve my alma mater.
Thanks to the fine leadership of my predecessor, Vicky
Vieth Bratton, C’88, I will be serving the Association
through a new leadership structure. At a special called
meeting of the Association on Saturday, June 6, members
of the Association voted to revise our former 10-member
officer board to an eventual 20-member executive board. This new board will
provide more opportunities for alumni to be engaged in work of the Association
and will expand the board’s volunteer service through work with Admissions,
Church Relations, Alumni Clubs and Communication, Student Life and the
Sewanee Fund. As you can see from the adjoining article, we have elected a fine
board of alumni that will serve you and the University well.
Each summer, our alumni base grows with the addition of new Sewanee
graduates. It is a pleasure to welcome these enthusiastic young Sewanee alumni
into our cities and towns across the country. I hope you will be on the lookout
for our newest alumni; if there are opportunities to engage or employ them in
your work or civic organizations, I encourage you to do so. And just as importantly, if you know promising young people who are starting the college search
process, please let Sewanee know about them.
I want to express my appreciation to all of you who have made a gift to Sewanee’s Annual Fund. The Sewanee Annual Fund provides an important and
meaningful way to show your support for your alma mater, especially during
these more difficult economic times. Thank you for your support.
Remember Homecoming and Reunion, which is set for Oct. 9–11. We hope
to see many of you on the Mountain.
					
Best regards,
		
		

Charlie Brock, C’87
President, The Associated Alumni

Alumni Trustees Nominated for Election
The Associated Alumni has nominated five alumni to be elected to the Board of Trustees
at the board’s meeting in October: Elizabeth Watt Finch, C’77, of High Point, N.C.;
Harold (Hal) Rahn, C’76, of Griffin, Ga.; Gregg Robertson, C’78, of Corpus Christi,
Texas; David Shipps, C’88, of Atlanta, Ga., and the Rev. Doris Westfall, T’05, of St.
Peters, Mo. Along with the president of the Associated Alumni, the alumni trustees
represent the Associated Alumni on the University’s Board of Trustees.
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1942

dramaturg, or textual and research
consultant, for the past 22 seasons.

Eugene N. Ziegler Jr. is author of
the newly published memoir, When
Conscience and Power Meet, an
inspirational recounting of his lifetime
of public service in his native state
of South Carolina and of his 1972
campaign for the U.S. Senate against
incumbent Strom Thurmond.

1966

1954
George E. Hall rode his bicycle from
Buffalo, N.Y., to Schenectady, N.Y.,
along the Erie Canal in June 2008 — a
325-mile, seven-day trip. He says, “Not
bad for a 78-year-young!” He visited
Episcopal parishes along the way and
enjoyed experiencing the countryside.

1961
Warner Montgomery was awarded
The Order of the Silver Crescent, South
Carolina’s highest civilian award, by
Gov. Mark Sanford on Sept. 10, 2008.
The commendation was “in recognition
of the dedication, commitment, and
leadership for the benefit of South
Carolina and her citizens.” He is the
owner and publisher of The Columbia
Star newspaper. Robert J. Schneider
received the Genesis Award in science and religion from the Episcopal
Network for Science, Technology, and
Faith. Barry H. Thompson became the
first medical director of the American College of Medical Genetics in
Bethesda, Md. He is involved in the
implementation of a newborn screening translational research network
supported by the recent $14.5 million
five-year grant to the college from the
National Human Genetics Research
Institute/National Institutes of Health.

1964
Michael Flachmann earned his
doctorate at the University of Chicago
and is currently a professor of English
(specializing in Shakespeare), director
of university honors programs, and
head judo and self-defense coach
at California State University. He also
works during the summers at the Tony
Award-winning Utah Shakespearean
Festival, where he has been company

The Very Rev. William Noble
McKeachie retired as the fifth dean of
the Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina, as well as rector of the Cathedral
Church of St. Luke and St. Paul in
Charleston, S.C., on May 1, 2009. He
was named dean emeritus. McKeachie
will assume a part-time “retirement”
appointment as ministry associate at
St. Andrew’s Parish, Ft. Worth, Texas.
David Sutton and his wife, Susan, live
in Memphis, Tenn., where David works
for FedEx. They recently welcomed
their seventh grandson to the family.

1967
Tom Balsley and his wife, Martha, are
still enjoying Reidsville, N.C., and the
St. Louis Cardinals. Tom is semi-retired
and is busy with avocations and
numerous volunteer efforts. Bill Bassett, a Gallatin, Tenn., lawyer, is “sort
of collecting books about Sewaneeana” — and other collectibles. Bill is
interested in finding a ’60s recording
of The Sewanee Strut and is searching
for a 1967 copy of Under the Sun at
Sewanee. If you have Sewaneeana
collectibles that you would like to
share, he would love to talk with you.
Richard Dolbeer was very popular
in media interviews in mid-January
2009. As noted in the Cleveland Plain
Dealer, one of many news sources
referencing Richard and his work,
“Amid rising concerns over the hazards
that birds pose to air travel, the nation
turned for answers Friday to Huron,
Ohio, home of the country’s leading
authority on bird strikes. Richard Dolbeer spent his career as a government
ornithologist devising ways to protect
airplanes from colliding with birds — a
growing problem, and the suspected
cause of Thursday’s crash-landing of
a US Airways jet in the Hudson River.”
Richard and his wife, Saundra, live
on their farm in Huron, Ohio, where
officially he has been retired since last
September. Paul Frantz has returned
to rock climbing with his 11-year-old
grandson. Paul and his wife, Susan,
live in Roanoke, Va., where he is a
cardiologist and there are lots of

mountains nearby. Jackson Fray is
living in Arlington, Va., and the political
science major had a close-up view of
January’s presidential inauguration —
one of many he has witnessed in varying degrees. Sherry and Doc Gilbert
live in Lookout Mountain, Ga., where
he sells high-tech electronic billboards
and space on them, “working lots
with limited play time – although Jo
Colmore, C’65, and I celebrated our
40th year of quail hunting last Thanksgiving.” Joan and Roddy Holland now
reside in Mobile, Ala., where both are
avid cyclists. In November, Lyle Key
was delighted to accept an invitation
from Joe Kicklighter on behalf of the
Auburn History Department to make
a presentation on Lyle’s Birmingham
Rails book that was attended by a
cross-section of students, faculty, and
locals interested in Alabama history.
Joe spent 17 years as faculty advisor
for the Lambda Chi Alpha chapter
at Auburn and had been initiated
into the fraternity there — making
Lyle and Joe fraternity brothers. Joe
was looking forward to his annual
Christmas visit with Jim Sutton in
New York and their traditional visit to

Bill Barnes, C’49, and his wife, Coquette, played in a golf tournament in
Birmingham, Ala., with Warren Belser,
C’50, and Ivey Jackson, C’52. They
named their team “Sewanee’s Right!”

Travel to Istanbul with Sewanee
Sept. 26–Oct. 4, 2009
Take advantage of a very special opportunity to travel with Sewanee
to experience the marvelous sights, sounds and foods of Istanbul,
Turkey, and its environs. Sept. 26–Oct. 4. This exclusive adventure
is the third excursion to the classical Mediterranean region led by
renowned and popular art critic, historian, and Scotsman Nigel McGilchrist, former director of Sewanee’s European Studies program. For
more information about this once-in-a-lifetime excursion, for a full
itinerary of the trip or to reserve your space, go to http://ur.sewanee.
edu/alumni/alumnitravel
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the Strand bookstore. They also try
to visit museum events and take in a
couple of movies or even a Broadway
or off-Broadway show. Chip Langley
is in banking and finance in the Chattanooga area while living with his wife,
Betty Ann, in Signal Mountain, Tenn.
Clinical Psychologist Elmer Maggard
has left rural Kentucky and is now
practicing at the Navy Medical Center
in Portsmouth, Va. Elmer is treating
post-traumatic stress syndrome and
similar conditions in service members
returning from combat. George Murray lives in San Antonio, Texas, with
his wife, Kathleen. Maria and Harry
Noyes have both retired from their
vocations and spend more time now
volunteering at the local zoo and with
Audubon efforts. Pete Oleson was
featured and pictured in an Annapolis
Capital article about the Galesville
Heritage Society in Galesville, Md.,
where he lives with his wife, Luuk. Bert
Polk thanks everyone in the class
and especially Class Giving Chairman
Flea Perrin in Cincinnati, Ohio, for the
terrific 63 percent participation in the
40th Reunion Gift last year. The class
earned the Jack Stephenson Reunion
Giving Award, which honors the reunion year class achieving the highest
giving participation. Katherine and Jim
Sutton recently hosted Kathy and Bert
Polk at Jim’s Amateur Comedy Club in
New York City where Jim is a longtime
member and active participant as
actor, set designer, and stage manager
— among other contributions. The
Suttons live in Bronxville, N.Y., and the
Polks live in Annapolis, Md. Joel Smith
is leading the nationwide search
for Sewanee’s next vice chancellor
as chair of the Search Committee.
Joel lives in Columbia, S.C., with his
wife, Kit. He is former dean of the
University of South Carolina’s Moore
School of Business. Rod Webb lives
in Germantown, Tenn., where he is still
trying to retire but continues as a parttime radiologist in both Humbolt and
Germantown.

1968
John Colby returned to the Byrnes
Schools in Florence, S.C., this summer
for a second stint as headmaster.

1970
Bill Bennett helped his wife, Molly
Bennett, C’72, in presenting 39 Irish
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music and dancing shows in the 11
days surrounding St. Patrick’s Day.
Molly’s Bennett School of Irish Dance
has 150 dancers. The troupe has
presented more than 70 shows in
each of the past four years, half of
them during the month of March. Most
of the March performances are at retirement centers, nursing homes, and
other places with older audiences, but
they also perform at schools, parties,
festivals, and the Denver St. Patrick’s
Day Parade.

1971
Katie Fockele Elberfield, founder
of the Gabriel Center for ServantLeadership in Marietta, Ga., published
In the Midst of Sunflowers: Embracing
the Power of the Spirit in Our Life and
Work, her second book based on the
theme of servant-leadership. Coupled
with original artwork from various
sources, this series of reflections encourages the reader to recognize the
power of the unseen presence in our
daily lives. Philip Eschbach III’s book,
The Wonders of Egypt, was published
in 2008. He and his wife, Eliza, live in
Winter Park, Fla.

1972
Molly Hull Bennett, aided by her husband Bill Bennett, C’70, presented
39 Irish music and dancing shows in
the 11 days surrounding St. Patrick’s
Day. Molly’s Bennett School of Irish
Dance has 150 dancers. The troupe
has presented more than 70 shows
in each of the past four years, half
of them during the month of March.

Most of the March performances are
at retirement centers, nursing homes,
and other places with older audiences,
but they also perform at schools,
parties, festivals and the Denver St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. Guerry Thornton
is practicing law and developing real
estate in Atlanta. He recently authored
an article on governmental liability related to the Hurricane Katrina disaster
in New Orleans, and he was also part
of the legal team that represented
victims of the 1996 Olympic Park
Bombing. He and his wife, Katya, live
in Atlanta with their two children.

passion of teaching, however, and has
chaired the Altamont School English
department for the past 17 years. Jim
was named Alabama’s Teacher of the
Year in 1998 by the Alabama Council
of Teachers of English.

1975

Peter Huggins announces the publication of In the Company of Owls, a
novel for younger readers published
by NewSouth/Junebug Books. His
picture book, Trosclair and the Alligator,
is scheduled to appear on the new
season of the PBS show, “Between the
Lions.” A book of poems entitled South
is forthcoming from Louisiana Literature
Press in 2009.

Dale Grimes, a Bass, Berry & Sims
partner in Nashville, Tenn., has been
named among the 500 leading
lawyers in America by Lawdragon,
a national online and print legalservices information company. He is
one of only three Tennessee attorneys
so honored. Edward Harrison and
Teresa Sanderson Harrison, C’77,
have moved from Jacksonville, Fla., to
Coronado, Calif. Edward is the rector
of Christ Church and Teresa is leading
Icon Writing workshops. Christie
Crews Taylor moved to Lawton, Okla.,
where she is an adjunct faculty member in the psychology department at
Cameron University and the executive
director of a substance abuse treatment program, Roadback, Inc.

1974

1977

Jim Palmer retired from coaching high
school track and cross-country after
33 years as head coach for varsity
and junior high girls and boys. He
was named Girls’ Track Coach of the
Year (all divisions) for both Alabama
and the South in 2008. His teams
were state champions 40 times and
in the top three 91 times, led by 488
individual state champions and 1,164
All State athletes, counting multiple
winners. He still follows his main

Alex Wilson Albright is still teaching at
the University of Texas School of Law
and living in Austin. Kim Matthews
Dougherty is living in Wilmette, Ill., and
has an executive coaching and consulting practice under the name Birch
Advisory Services International. Ellen
Rogers Hamilton continues to practice
physical therapy in Birmingham, Ala.,
and is co-owner of Birmingham Physical Therapy & Sports Medicine. Ellen
and her husband, Bruce, are busy
enjoying mountain biking, kayaking,
and traveling. She has just returned
from traveling in Thailand. Joanie Harris
has a small, private counseling practice
in Fredericksburg, Texas. In September
and October, she went on a three-week
hiking and touring trip to Vienna, Slovenia, and Croatia. Teresa Sanderson
Harrison and Edward Harrison, C’75,
moved from Jacksonville, Fla., to
Coronado, Calif. Teresa is leading Icon
Writing Workshops, and Edward is the
rector of Christ Church. Larry Ivens
is in his 11th year as headmaster of
Cranbrook Kingswood Middle School
for Boys in Bloomfield, Mich. Jeffrey
C. Lowe received a doctor of ministry
degree from Mercer University’s McAfee
School of Theology. He continues to
serve as pastor of the First Baptist

1973
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Church of Riverdale, Ga. Mike McAllister is CEO and managing director of
Westlake Securities in Austin, Texas. He
is serving Sewanee on the College Visiting Committtee. Melissa McCullough’s
state-of-the-art “green” house won the
Environmental Design and Construction magazine’s Excellence in Design
competition in the residential category.
Ken Schuppert and his wife, Lynn Belt
Schuppert, C’78, are still practicing law together in Decatur, Ala. Their
daughter, Elizabeth, is a student at
Samford University in Birmingham, Ala.
Clark Spoden and his daughter, Anna,
journeyed to Tanzania, Africa, last June
to climb Mount Kilimanjaro, the tallest
mountain on the continent. The purpose
of the climb was a fundraiser for two
orphanages in Africa — Treasures of
Africa orphanage and St. Bartholomew
Orphanage in southern Sudan.

1979

Bill Gilmer’s company, Wordsprint, is
the first Virginia company to receive
the William K. Marrinan Hall of Fame
Award for excellence in management,
sponsored by the National Association for Printing Leadership (NAPL).
The Hall of Fame Award is the premier
award given by NAPL, which represents
the $120 billion printing industry. The
award goes to just one company each
year. Walter D. Givhan is serving a
one-year tour in Afghanistan as the
commanding general of the Combined
Air Power Transition Force that is
rebuilding the Afghan air force.

1980
Lee Guerry, a Sewanee alumni trustee,
was married to Witney Schneidman
on Nov. 15, 2008, at Christ Church in
Alexandria, Va. The reception was held
at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington,
D.C. Helen Pruitt Wallace is assistant
professor of creative writing at Eckerd
College in St. Petersburg, Fla. She
recently published her first collection
of poetry, Shimming the Glass House,
which is available through Amazon.com

and Ashland Poetry Press. She and her
husband, Peter, enjoyed the spectacular
wedding of Lee Guerry and Witney
Schneidman.

1981
Samuel W. Breyfogle recently began
a consulting forestry and environmental services business based out
of his home with wife, Laura Scott
Breyfogle, C’83, in LaGrange, Ga. He
assists clients with forest management
services, including stream mitigation,
timber management, endangered species and botanical surveys, and GIS
mapping. Susan Haynes has been
named rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Mishawaka, Ind. She lives
in South Bend with her husband,
Thomas Haynes. Tom is on sabbatical
from his job at Culver Academies and
will be focusing on his formation as a
postulant for the priesthood.

1983
Laura Scott Breyfogle is transforming
herself after years of volunteerism to
work in the not-for-profit workforce as
manager of a medical clinic, Troup
Cares, Inc., for the working uninsured.
She is also coordinator of home
improvements for low-income
homeowners with DASH, Inc. She and
her husband, Samuel W. Breyfogle,
C’81, live in LaGrange, Ga. Tim
Garrett has been named president of
the National Kidney Foundation of
Middle Tennessee. He continues to
practice labor and employment law at
Bass, Berry & Sims in Nashville, where
he lives with his wife, Becky, and four
children. Davis W. Graham and wife,
Trish Ann Graham, announce the birth
of Sarah Abigail
on Sept. 29,
2008. Sarah
joins older
siblings Davis
Woodward, Mary
Grace, and
Andrew James. J.
Mincy Moffet Jr.
completed his Ph.D. in plant biology at
Auburn University. He is a botanist for
rare and endangered species with the
Georgia Department of Natural
Resources. He lives in Athens, Ga.,
with his wife, Christina. Everett O.
Williams received his master of
science degree in interior design from
Florida State University in December.

1984
Tom Lennon and Mary Lane Lennon,
C’86, are delighted that their son,
Preston Lennon, entered the freshman
class at Sewanee in fall 2008.

1985
Ken Barlow Jr., was invested as
judge in the County Court of the Ninth
Judicial Circuit of Florida, in February
2009 at the Orange County courthouse. His term of office is six years.
Chuck Beal was recently featured
as a “Notable Neighbor” in the Chevy
Chaser, a Lexington, Ky., monthly
paper. Larry Domenico recently ran
his first, and perhaps last, marathon.
While he did not challenge the leaders, more runners finished behind
him than before him. Larry continues
to practice law in Atlanta and lives in
Dunwoody with his wife, Karen, son,
Will, and daughter, Katie. Nan Sanderson recently traveled to India to bring
home her 11th child, Neeraj, who is
three years old. She currently has 15
children living in her house, and many
of them are adopted or exchange
students. Fourteen are boys, ranging in
ages from two to 27 years old.

1986
Mary Lane Lennon and Tom Lennon,
C’84, are delighted that their son,
Preston Lennon, joined the freshman class at Sewanee in fall 2008.
Chris Steilberg and Allison Walker
Steilberg, C’87, have recently moved
to Jacksonville, Fla. Eric Waldon is the
founder and president of Hearts and
Minds for Christ Ministries. He also
serves on the faculty and board of
trustees for Baptist Bible Institute of
Cleveland.

1987
Ashley Jackson Spencer has
launched a new internet-based,
e-commerce company, called Casart
Coverings, which uses decorative
finishes and murals that have been
hand-painted and reproduced onto
wall coverings that are repositionable,
removable, and reusable. This is a
product-line company of her current
decorative painting business. Her son,
Jackson, who is attending St. AndrewsSewanee School, has contributed his
own unique photography and personal

photos. Allison Walker Steilberg and
Chris Steilberg, C’86, have recently
moved to Jacksonville, Fla.

1988
Amy Hollars has been appointed
special circuit court judge for the
Thirteenth Judicial District in Nashville,
Tenn.

1989
Dee Davis has never met a sporting
event she didn’t like since taking up
triathalons in 2000. In September
2008, she took on her most interesting challenge to date: the Alcatraz
Invitational Swim. The challenging 1.5mile, open-water event includes the
famously impossible swim featured
in the Clint Eastwood movie, Escape
From Alcatraz. Dee’s college roommate, Cathy Carlisi, and her husband
came along to cheer. Dee was one
of approximately 500 swimmers who
competed in the event. While on the
coast, the group worked in a visit to
Jennifer Bennett Piallat, C’92, and
her San Francisco French bistro, Zazie,
as well as some time in wine country.
Todd Hurst and his wife, Laurie
Blanco, welcomed a new baby girl,
Emma Rose, on Jan. 4. Emma Rose
joins big sister, Taylor, 2. Todd and
Laurie live in Nashville, Tenn., where
Todd is a veterinarian and owner of the
Harpeth Valley Animal Hospital. Laurie
is a specialist in veterinary medicine
and works as a consultant in internal
medicine and ultrasound. Teri Ruffin
Jones and her husband, Tom Jones,
C’87, completed their second Walt
Disney World half-marathon in Orlando, Fla., in January, raising $1,000
for a local charity in the process. By
chance, they met up at the finish line
with Elizabeth Henson Dukes, who
ran the Disney full marathon for the
second year, and husband Will Dukes,
C’87, who ran the half marathon. Teri
and Tom are hoping for a “three-peat”
in 2010 and would love to see some
more fellow Sewanee alums there.
Beckee Morrison has moved to
Pukalani, on the lower slopes of the
East Maui Volcano, also known as
Haleakala. She is working with four
schools in and around the county seat
and Edison Alliance to improve the
overall functioning of the schools. She
is teaching social studies at Kalama
Intermediate in Makawao beginning
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this summer, and plans on attending
Homecoming in the fall. Laura Jane
Pittman is managing editor of Florida
Homebuyer Jacksonville magazine.
She sings soprano with the Jacksonville Symphony Chorus and directs the
children’s choir at San Jose Episcopal
Church. Her husband, Buck Pittman,
C’90, started his own firm, Pittman
Landscape Architecture, in 2008. The
couple has three children Heather,
Lily, and Will. Robb Powell completed
the Chicago marathon on Oct. 12,
2008, finishing in the top quarter of
all finishers. He lives in Naperville, Ill.,
with his wife, Kim. Jai Sanders and
wife, Tara Johnson, welcomed their
first baby, Julia Frances Sanders, on
Dec. 8, 2008. Jai and Tara reside in
Nashville, Tenn. Ben Shackleford
recently concluded a multi-year career
in motorsport as an historian, sports
car mechanic/builder, and crew chief.
In 2004, he completed his dissertation on Stock Car Racing in America
for a Ph.D. in the history and sociology
of science and technology at Georgia
Tech — and capped his racing career
with one last stint as crew chief for
a 12-hour sports car race held in
Sebring, Fla. Now out of the pits, Ben
works for the Internal Revenue Service
as a senior analyst. He and wife,
Robin, live in Atlanta with their three
children, Isabel, Ben Jr., and John.
Mary Jo Shankle has been nominated for the Mary Catherine Strobel
Volunteer Award, which honors outstanding Middle Tennessee volunteers
and celebrates the legacy of service
of a well-known community leader.
The awards are given to individuals
and groups who best exemplify the
generous spirit of the Nashville native,
and is sponsored by local non-profit
Hands On Nashville. Shankle is active
in a variety of community causes and
recently co-chaired the Antiques &
Garden Show of Nashville, one of the
most prominent shows in the country,
which also provides funding for the
Cheekwood Botanical Garden &
Museum of Art and the Exchange Club
Charities, Inc., a non-profit organization focusing on at-risk children. Keith
Stein recently finished veterinary
school and completed a residency
in dentistry and oral surgery. He now
practices and lives in Tinton Falls, N.J.,
just outside of New York City. John
Swallow was elected by the faculty of
Davidson College as vice chair, reflecting a long history in which Davidson’s
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constitution designates the president
as chair of the faculty. Swallow has
taught mathematics and humanities
there since 1994.

1990
Denise Fletcher, in an effort to
promote her novel, The Advent of the
King, made a YouTube video entitled,
“Colbert Interviews S. Connery and
R. Crowe (Not!),” which is a comedy
spoof of the Colbert Report. She
encourages everyone to watch and
pass it on!

1991
Kate Cole Kling and her husband,
Jon, announce the birth of Sebastian
Bradford Kling on July 14, 2008.
Alice Nazro married Michael Nezzer
on July 19, 2008, in Austin, Texas.
James Weston and his wife, Kristen,
announce the birth of Spencer Weston
on Oct.10, 2007.

1992
Matt McConnell formed a new law
practice, Elmore & McConnell, in August
2008, located in Lafayette, La. The firm
handles litigation, business, real estate,
employment, wills and successions,
and other personal matters statewide.
Kincaid Mills and Aaron McCollough,
C’94, edited Coming Through: Voices
of a South Carolina Gullah Community
from WPA Oral Histories, released by
the University of South Carolina Press.
Lara Graham Zacharias and her husband, John, announce the birth of Sally
Burke Zacharias on Sept. 28, 2008.

1993
Alec Badenoch has recently taken
a position in the media and cultural
studies department at the University of
Utrecht, in the Netherlands. His book,
Voices in Ruins: West German Radio
Across the 1945 Divide, was published late last year and has recently
won the International Association for
Media and History’s prize for the best
book of 2007–2008. Faith Tibbals
Iverson and her husband, Scott,
announce the birth of Ingrid Virginia
Iverson on July 15, 2008. Rob Norfleet recently moved with his family
to Darien, Conn., from Richmond, Va.
He is working as a portfolio manager/
analyst for Diamondback Capital.

1994
Louise Cottingham Harms and
husband, Matthew, welcomed a baby,
Maisie, on Sept. 15, 2008. Aaron
McCollough and Kincaid Mills, C’92,
edited Coming Through: Voices of a
South Carolina Gullah Community
from WPA Oral Histories, released by
the University of South Carolina Press.
Anne Mittelstaedt Virden married
John Christopher Virden on May 17,
2008. She earned her master’s degree
in special education in 1999 and has
been teaching for 10 years in Little
Rock, Ark.

1995
Matt Boucher is a corporate lawyer
for an international medical device
company. He lives in Austin, Texas, with
his wife, Lona, and three-year-old
daughter, Elke. Catherine Carruthers
is thrilled to announce the birth of
Ewing Lawrence Tachna on Feb. 10,
2009. Catherine, husband Dave, and
Ewing are in Philadelphia, Pa.
Catherine is a surgeon for Comprehensive Breast Care Associates and Dave
finished his residency in June. Traci
Solomon Guidry ran her first triathlon
in Austin, Texas, on Aug. 24, 2008. She
swam 500m in open water at Lake
Travis, biked 14.6 miles on grueling
hills, and ran 3.1 miles before
triumphantly crossing the finish line in
one hour, 49 minutes. She was in the
top 28 percent of the 500 participants. Karen Jacks Green has
finished her second year in private
psychiatry practice and stays busy
between work and family with
husband, Eric, and three-year-old
daughter, Emma. Margaret Buchanan
Hanson and her husband, Mark, live
near Austin, Texas with their four
children, Laurel and Olivia, 8, Ayla, 5,
and Anders, 3. This summer the
Hanson family is moving to the Middle
East to teach English. Mary Beth
Teague Ingle lives in Birmingham,
Ala., with her husband, Chris, and their
boys, Hunter Banks and Jackson Joe,
born May 28, 2008. The boys are
thriving after surgery at 17-weeks
gestation for twin-to-twin transfusion
syndrome. Mary Beth loves life as a
new mom and full-time surgical
physician assistant. Katherine Christy
Israel and Charles Israel remain in
Auburn, Ala. Charles is chair of the history department at Auburn University.

Katherine is teaching preschool and
John William, 5, is thrilled to ride a bus
to kindergarten. Jenny Johnson and
son, Ryan, 7, have a new boxer named
Ryder. Jenny enjoys coordinating field
trips for Ryan’s class and working as
co-chair of the Tax Controversy
Practice Group in her law firm. Burns
Jones and Elizabeth Bibb Jones,
C’98, recently moved to Greensboro,
N.C., where Burns has taken a
position as head of school at
Canterbury School, a K-8 Episcopal
school. Nikki Etheridge Merritt and
Will Merritt, C’96, are moving from
Houston, Texas, to Columbia, S.C., this
summer. Will is finishing his fourth
year of
gynecologic
oncology at MD
Anderson Cancer
Center. He will
join South
Carolina
Oncology
Associates in Columbia. Nikki serves
on the vestry of Palmer Memorial
Episcopal Church and is active with
Episcopal Church Women. They have
two children: Olivia is currently in the
first grade and McIver is in pre-K.
Amanda Vance Moran and Tom Moran
announce the birth of Eleanor Perry
Moran on Feb. 13, 2009. She joins
brother, Robert, and sister, Claire. They
live in New York City. Katherine Mahon
Robinson and her husband, Frank, are
celebrating 12 years of marriage.
Katherine is teaching fifth grade at her
alma mater, Heathwood Hall Episcopal
School in Columbia, S.C., and enjoys
having her children, Frank and Kate,
enrolled at the school as well. Mary
Rossi is in Bellingham, Wash., and
serves as a program director for a
nonprofit called Eppard Vision. She
participated in National Historic
Preservation Lobby Day in Washington,
D.C., and was able to reconnect with
Nicole Maris Crochet. Brian Rushing
lives in Birmingham, Ala., and works at
the Freshwater Land Trust. Charles
Temple is living on the Outer Banks of
North Carolina and teaching high
school English. He is enrolled in
graduate school at Middlebury College
and earned his national board
certification this year. Amey Maybank
Warder lives in Charleston, S.C., with
her husband, Reid, and their boys,
Reid, 6, David, 3, and Clifton, 2. She
stays busy with Amey Warder
Photography and enjoyed photograph-

ing the children of Katherine
Hawthorne Hastie and Winslow
Hastie. Adrienne Evans Williams,
husband, David, and big brothers,
Dalton and Everett, announce the birth
of Elizabeth Evans Williams on Sept.
30, 2008. Adrienne and her family live
in Corpus Christi, Texas. Serena Vann
runs her own business called The
Massage Room in Miami, Fla. She and
her husband, Mike Henry, have two
daughters, Stella, 2, and Sadie, 9
months. Cameron Graham Vivanco
continues her work in Ecuador and
reports that it is “such a pleasure to
work with intelligent, responsible,
service-oriented Sewanee students
and to know the impact they will have
on the globe.”

1996
Julie Almendral is living in Brooklyn,
N.Y., working as a freelance documentary film and television producer.
She just finished working on a film for
The History Channel and is about to
start on a project with NBC’s Peacock
Productions. Lizzie Anderson is an
assistant professor of international
education at American University in
Washington, D.C. Last summer, she
had an IREX postdoctoral fellowship for which she returned to Moldova
for three months of field work for her
upcoming book on teaching history in
the former Soviet Union. Skyler Covington and his wife, Erica, reside in
Florence, S.C., with their two children,
Gracen and Owen. Skyler works with
Sonoco in Hartsville as a supplychain executive. Sarah Tuton Cutler
and Christian Hewett Cutler, C’97,
announce the birth of their twins, Kai
Hewett Cutler and Finn Garrett Cutler,
who were born 10 minutes apart on
March 25, 2009. Julia Frazier is living
in Aix-en-Provence, France, where she
teaches vinyasa yoga. Katie Greene
Gallivan and Clark Gallivan announce
the birth of Graham Gallivan on Jan.
29, 2009. Terry Gibson is working
at Outdoor Life as the fishing editor.
He is co-authoring a report regarding climate change and Florida fish
habitats. He has been spending a lot
of time in Puerto Rico and Cuba with
paleontologists and “coral geeks”
who are examining various synergizing stressors. Ryan Healan and Katie
Healan, C’98, announce the birth
of Link Marshall Healan on July 4,
2008. Katherine Inge Hinson and

William Alexander Hinson III announce
the birth of their son, Herndon Inge
Hinson. Herndon joins big brother, William Alexander Hinson IV. They live in
Athens, Ga. Lindsey Delaplaine McCoy and her husband Matthew McCoy, C’00, live in Hope Town, Abaco,
Bahamas with their son, Griffin Frye
McCoy. They are currently running their
own production company, Loggerhead
Productions, making environmental
education shows and documentaries.
Linda Latchford Nelson and Ben
Nelson, T’02, are the proud parents of
Cooper Camille Nelson who was born
on Oct. 8, 2007. Ben is the rector of
All Saints Kauai in Hawaii, and the
whole family thoroughly enjoys living
in the Aloha State. Jeff Peters was
named corporate counsel and chief
legal officer for The Powell Group, a
natural resource and land development company, in Baton Rouge, La.
Brooke Vaughan Schroeder and
Dave Schroeder announce the birth
of Madelyn Grace Schroeder on
March 24, 2008. The family resides in
Nashville, Tenn. Stacey Tompkins has
moved to Carrboro, N.C., where she
works as an editorial assistant at Duke
Divinity School. Kimberly Wright and
Ed Wright, C’97, announce the birth of
James Logan Wright on Feb. 19, 2008.

1997
Nicholas Beasley and Elizabeth Irwin
Beasley reside in Greenwood, S.C.,
where Nicolas is rector of the Church
of the Resurrection. He taught history
in European Studies this past summer
at Sewanee, and the couple enjoyed
life on the Mountain. Stephen Daniel
Bruce and his wife, Sue, announce
the birth of Walker Bruce on Jan. 15,
2007 and Carter Bruce on Aug. 30,
2008. Christian Hewett Cutler and
Sarah Tuton Cutler, C’96, announce
the birth of their twins, Kai Hewett Cutler and Finn Garrett Cutler, who were
born 10 minutes apart on March 25,
2009. Todd Davis and Lauren Powell
Davis, C’98, announce the birth of
their daughter, Ann Bradley Davis, on
Aug. 11, 2008. Hampton Logan and
his wife, Mindy, announce the birth
of twins (a boy and a girl) on March
18, 2008. Wesley Fleming Talman III
and Tania Samman Talman welcomed
a baby boy, Jackson Bradley Talman,
on May 22, 2008. Irene Trullinger,
a video editor for NBC News in New
York, was selected to be an Arthur F.

Anne Mittelstaedt Virden, C’94, married John Christopher Virden on May 17, 2008.

Ingle (1995)

Moran (1995)

Carruthers (1995)

Warder (1995)

Cutler (1996/1997)

Gallivan (1996)

Nelson (1996)

Schroeder (1996) Davis (1997)

Talman (1997)
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Burns fellow. She is one of 10 U.S.
journalists who will spend the summer
reporting from Germany, while 10
German journalists report from The
Wall Street Journal and other leading
U.S. organizations. The purpose of the
Arthur F. Burns Fellowship program
is to “improve the transatlantic
relationship,” according to Chairman
of the Board Frank Loy. Ed Wright and
Kimberly Wright, C’96, announce the
birth of James Logan Wright on Feb.
19, 2008.
Annelies Echols, C’99, married George Detor in Monroe, La., in May 2007.

Melissa Elizabeth Perry, C’99, married Christopher John Pluchos on May 10,
2008 in Charlotte, N.C.

Atwood (1998)

Emery (1998)

Galyon (1998)

Lund (1999)
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O’Brien (1999)

Phillips (1999)

1998
Doug Adair has moved from Chicago
to Kansas City and is now an assistant vice president at First National
Bank in Leavenworth, Kan. Liz Getten
Atwood and her husband, Chad, live
in Nashville, Tenn. They have twin
boys, Hobs and Lee. Lauren Wilkes
Auttonberry and her two sons,
Edward, 10, and Paul, 9, tested for
and were promoted to the rank of
black belt, decided, in the American
Tae Kwon Do Association. Auttonberry, who owns and operates a
Montessori school in her hometown
of Vicksburg, Miss., is also the 2008
state champion in sparring in the ATA
organization for her age and rank.
Lauren Powell Davis and Todd Davis,
C’97, announce the birth of their
daughter, Ann Bradley Davis, on Aug.
11, 2008. Megan Lomax Emery and
Turner Emery announce the birth
of Mary McClure Emery on June 18,
2008. Turner finished his residency
in oral maxillofacial surgery at the
University of Florida in June 2008.
The family moved to Knoxville, Tenn.,
in July 2008 where Turner joined a private practice. Martha Webb Galyon
and L.A. Galyon announce the birth
of Martha Anderson Galyon, Nov. 18,
2008. Thomas Goldsmith has joined
the faculty of the Altamont School
in Birmingham, Ala., as an English
teacher and the assistant director of
admissions. Katie Healan and Ryan
Healan, C’96, announce the birth of
Link Marshall Healan on July 4, 2008.
Christie Allnutt Heywood and her
husband, Chris, announce the birth
of Robert Edward Heywood on July
3, 2008. Elizabeth Bibb Jones and
Burns Jones, C’95, recently moved
to Greensboro, N.C., where Burns has
taken a position as head of school at

Canterbury School, a K-8 Episcopal
school. Corey Passman and Elaine
Bradbury Passman, C’99, announce
the birth of Katherine Leslie Passman
in July 2008. Jason Prigge and Molly
DuBray Prigge are living in Salt Lake
City, Utah. David Royal completed his
postdoctoral fellowship at Vanderbilt
University Medical Center. He’ll be
returning to the classroom this fall at
Dartmouth’s Institute for Health Policy
and Clinical Practice, where he’ll be
working towards his master of science
degree in health care leadership.
Gregg Shepard and Amy Shepard
announce the birth of Coraline Woods
Shepard on Feb. 8, 2009. The couple
say their daughter is named for Woods
Lab, where they spent a lot of time
when they were undergraduates. The
family lives in Nashville, Tenn., where
Gregg practices hematology and
oncology with Tennessee Oncology.
Wendy Kristen Watterson married
Wilson Sinclair Buntin on Sept. 20,
2008, at the Chapel of the Apostles in
Sewanee. The couple now resides in
Nashville, Tenn.

1999
Annelies Echols married George
Detor in Monroe, La., in May 2007.
Annelies’ father, Bill Echols, T’87,
and Richard Easterling married them
at Grace Episcopal Church. Annelies
continues to freelance with the
Radio City Christmas Spectacular
starring the Rockettes. Abby West
Howell Lund and husband, Tim Lund,
announce the birth of their second
daughter, Emma Marie Lund, on Jan.
23, 2009. Sarah Harper O’Brien and
her husband, Matt, announce the birth
of their daughter Josephine “Josie”
Grace O’Brien, on March 26, 2008.
Elaine Bradbury Passman and Corey
Passman, C’98, announce the birth
of Katherine Leslie Passman in July
2008. Melissa Elizabeth Perry married Christopher John Pluchos on May
10, 2008, at the VanLandingham Estate in Charlotte, N.C. William “Red”
Phillips and his wife, Erika, announce
the birth of William Erwin Phillips III on
March 1, 2009.

2000

2002

Patrick Blankinship graduated from
the University of Tennessee College of Medicine in May 2008 and
recently began residency training in
radiology in Memphis, Tenn. Michael
“Rhett” Holland is in law school at
Marquette University in Milwaukee,
Wisc. Elizabeth Ann Hackett “Busy”
Kimball and her husband, Matt,
announce the birth of Ann Caroline
Kimball on Oct. 1, 2008. The family
has relocated to Lafayette, La., where
Busy is a recruiter for pharmaceutical companies. Kristine Reynolds
Koehler and Eric Koehler announce
the birth of Anna Marguerite Koehler
on May 28, 2008 in Atlanta. Matthew
McCoy and Lindsey Delaplaine McCoy, C’96, live in Hope Town, Abaco,
Bahamas with their son, Griffin Frye
McCoy. They are currently running their
own production company, Loggerhead
Productions, making environmental
education shows and documentaries.
Steve Yackira and his wife, Farin,
announce the birth of their son Jordan
Scott Yackira on April 1, 2009.

Ian Daniel Bratton and Mary Katherine Karlson, C’06, were married on
July 19, 2008, in All Saints’ Chapel
in Sewanee. The couple resides in
Virginia Beach, Va. Katie Jones graduated in 2007 with a master’s degree
in gerontology from Appalachian State
University. She now lives in Annapolis,
Md., and directs public relations,
member communications, and Web
2.0 for the Maryland Automobile Dealers Association. She is actively involved
in the leadership of her local Junior
League and most recently worked on
press campaigns to promote Maryland
Sen. Barbara Mikulski’s auto tax incentive package, which was included in
the recently passed economic stimulus
package. Brian Lynn married Jessica
Zinder in Richmond, Va., on Oct. 25,
2008. Robert U. Payne and wife, Katie
Coxhead Payne, announce the birth
of their daughter, Lila McKay Payne,
on Dec. 14, 2008. Five days later,
Robert’s Ph.D. in chemical engineering
was conferred at Auburn University.

2001
Scott B. Hall married Melissa Breeden
on Jan. 31, 2009 in New Orleans. After
a honeymoon in Argentina, the couple
resides in Charlotte, N.C., where Scott
is employed with Bank of America and
Melissa with Maloney Law & Associates. KJ Shafer McLaughlan and her
husband, Ben, announce the birth of
Rachael Katherine McLaughlan on Feb.
15, 2008. John McCloskey was married to Jacqueline Lane in Chicago on
Sept. 13, 2008. The couple resides in
Chicago where John works as the information technology and web manager
for The Second City comedy theatre
while Jackie is a marketing associate
for the Aon Corporation. Nikel Rogers
Wood married Allen Wood at the United
States Naval Academy in June 2007.
Carmen McCoy was a bridesmaid and
Holly Norrod and Joy Kerlin Wooddell
were in attendance. Nikel also completed her Ph.D. in counseling psychology at the University of North Texas in
fall 2008. She and her husband live in
the Memphis, Tenn., area where Nikel
works in a private practice.

Scott B. Hall, C’01, married Melissa Breeden in New Orleans on Jan. 31, 2009.

2003
Lydia Brooke Gibson Carr and J. Taylor Carr Jr. announce the birth of Lucia
Hopkins Carr on July 1, 2008. Hadley
Anne Dempsey married Robert Ben
Gross on June 7, 2008 at Hatteras
United Methodist Church in Hatteras,
N.C. Sewanee alumni in attendance
included Jane Harrison Chapman
Fisher, C’02, and Lauren Bergdahl
Maggard. The couple now resides in
Bluffton, S.C., where Hadley is a middle school history teacher at Hilton
Head Preparatory School. Michael
Brand Maggard married Lauren Jane
Bergdahl, C’04, in Ketchum, Idaho,
on Aug. 9, 2008. Sarah Lodge Tally
has recently joined the law firm of
Miller & Martin in Nashville, Tenn.

2004
Lauren Jane Bergdahl married Michael Brand Maggard, C’03, in Ketchum, Idaho, on Aug. 9, 2008. Travis
Johnson and Betsy Snowden, C’05,
were married in All Saints’ Chapel in
Sewanee on June 14, 2008. Jane
Kim Long and her husband, Ryan,
announce the birth of Mariah Joy Long
on Feb. 13, 2009, in Charlotte, N.C.

John McCloskey, C’01, was married to Jacqueline Lane in Chicago, Ill. on
Sept.13, 2008. Pictured at the Wrigley Field Stadium Club are a host of Sewanee
Tigers. Top (left to right): Justin Sausville, C’02, Jennifer Smith McDermott,
C’01, John Christian Spainhour, C’02, Chris McDermott, C’00, Matt Cathey,
C’98, William Ware, C’01, William Fisher, Kevin Greene, C’98, T’00, Raghav
Virmani, C’03, Matt Charles, C’02. Bottom (left to right): Lindsay Young, C’98,
Caroline Scott Woodyard, C’01, Caulyne Burton Barron, C’99, Jackie McCloskey, John McCloskey, C’01, Ryan Mason, C’96, Beth Nelson, C’02, Sarah
Howard, C’02.

Koehler (2000)

Yackira (2000)

Long (2004)

Carr (2003)
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Nikel Rogers Wood, C’01, married Allen Wood at the United States Naval Academy in June 2007.

Taylor Rogers has earned her master’s
degree in writing and literature from
Emerson College in Boston, Mass. She
works as a publicist at Charlesbridge,
a children’s book publishing company
in Boston. Jimmy Salter and Mallory
Dorand Salter, C’06, announce the
birth of James Reese Salter Jr. on
March 18, 2009. Marisa Etta Shulman is in her fourth year of veterinary
school at the University of Tennessee
College of Veterinary Medicine. She
married Michael Lane on July 26,
2008. Nick Williams married Sally
Jackson Williams, C’06, on Oct. 18,
2008, at All Saints’ Episcopal Church
in Thomasville, Ga. The couple currently resides in Atlanta.

2005

Brian Lynn, C’02, married Jessica Zinder in Richmond, Va., on Oct. 25, 2008.

Kevin Alonso graduated cum laude
from Tulane University in 2008. He is
now working in the healthcare practice
of Bass, Berry & Sims in Nashville,
Tenn. Christopher John Guptill was
ordained to the Sacred Order of
Deacons in Christ’s One, Holy, Catholic
and Apostolic Church by the Rt. Rev.
Jack Leo Iker, bishop of the Episcopal
Diocese of Ft. Worth on Feb. 28, 2009.
Thomas Manshack and his wife,
Sharon, announce the birth of Jude
Thomas Manshack on Nov. 14, 2008.
Jude joins big brother, Nicolaus, and
is a regular at Sewanee basketball
games. Thomas is currently in his
second year as the assistant director
of Annual Giving at Sewanee. Betsy
Snowden and Travis Johnson, C’04,
were married at All Saints’ Chapel in
Sewanee on June 14, 2008. Hilary
Worne graduated from the University
of Kentucky School of Law and is now
practicing law in Lexington, Ky.

2006

Michael Brand Maggard, C’03, married Lauren Jane Bergdahl, C’04, in Ketchum, Idaho, on Aug. 9, 2008.
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Kilby Allen is living in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
and is in her first year of a creative
writing MFA program in fiction at
Brooklyn College. Trip Barnes recently
earned a master’s degree in social
ethics from Boston University and is
now working in the dean’s office of the
Boston University Goldman School of
Dental Medicine and living in Brookline, Mass. Guinevere Alison Barr
and Matthew David Williams were
married on May 31, 2008 at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Kalamazoo, Mich.
Jonathan Burgess is serving in the
Peace Corps in Mali, West Africa, doing

agricultural and environmental work
and speaking Bambara and French.
Kimberly E. Coleman is graduating
from Emory Law School, and will
receive the Arthur C. Bolton Award for
Excellence in Brief Writing. Jon Curme
graduated from North Carolina State
University with a master of science
degree in chemistry in 2008. Grant
Davidson was a featured artist in
Rumble Art 2009. Davidson earned
his master’s in fine arts degree in fine
art photography from the San Francisco Art Institute in 2008; he is currently living and producing art in San
Francisco. Ariel Givens will be in India
until August where she is a volunteer
teaching English in a college and
lower primary school. Eliza Greenman is in her first year (of two) as the
Sustainable Community Development
Fellow for the Town of Cranberry Isles,
five remote unbridged islands off the
coast of Maine. She lives on Islesford,
a one-square-mile island, population
91. Austin Harrison is a lieutenant in
the U.S. Army and has recently begun
a one-year deployment in Afghanistan.
Joseph Alan Jackson II began studies
at the University of Tennessee College
of Law in fall semester 2008. He is
an editorial assistant at the Howard
Baker Public Policy Center. He hopes
to serve an internship with the U.S. attorney this summer in either Knoxville
or Chattanooga and post-law-school
plans include either serving as a law
clerk for a federal judge or a position
with the Judge Advocate General’s
office in the military service. Mary
Katherine Karlson and Ian Daniel
Bratton, C’02, were married on
July 19, 2008, at All Saints’ Chapel
in Sewanee. The couple resides in
Virginia Beach, Va. Kathleen Grace
Kennedy finished her master’s degree
at the University of Picardie in Amiens,
France. Currently, she is in a doctoral
program at the University of California
in Santa Barbara. Tymothy McGuire
served two years as a Peace Corps
volunteer in the Commonwealth of
Dominica in the West Indies working on community development and
eco-tourism projects. Since returning
from Dominica, he has been working
as a federal park ranger in Everglades
National Park. In the fall, he’ll attend
Cornell University to pursue a master’s
degree in public administration and
environmental policy. Sarah Pruett
is living in Portland, Ore., working for
the Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon

in their environmental ministries
programs. She works to connect
farmers and congregations in unique
market relationships to build stronger
food webs in the Portland metro
area. Sarah also works with Oregon
Interfaith Power and Light, an organization that helps congregations reduce
their energy consumption. Chris
Purdy is pursuing a master’s degree
in international relations at Durham
University in northern England. His
focus is on European security. Mallory
Dorand Salter and Jimmy Salter,
C’04, announce the birth of James
Reese Salter Jr. on March 18, 2009.
Hannah Schremser is finishing her
master’s degree in anthropology at the
University of Montana. She is studying
a prehistoric domestic dog from a

hunter-gatherer-fisher group site along
the Fraser River in British Columbia.
Sally Jackson Williams married Nick
Williams, C’04, on Oct. 18, 2008,
at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Thomasville, Ga. The couple currently
resides in Atlanta.

2007
Catherine Gee is living in Santa
Barbara, Calif., working for Rumble
Art, Santa Barbara’s international
contemporary art fair, which coincides
with the Santa Barbara International
Film Festival. Sarah A. Jones has
moved to London, England, where she
is beginning her master’s degree in
fine and decorative art at Sotheby’s
Institute of Art.

Betsy Snowden, C’05, and Travis Johnson, C’04, were married in All Saints’
Chapel in Sewanee on June 14, 2008.

National Geographic photographer Stephen Alvarez, C’87,
(center) recently traveled to Madagascar for six weeks to
shoot a feature for the magazine. He took along two assistants: Luke Padgett, C’07, (left) and Sewanee Outing
Program Director John Benson (right).

Guinevere Alison Barr, C’06, and Matthew David Williams were married on May
31, 2008 at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Kalamazoo, Mich. Sewanee alumni
in attendance included bridesmaid Stephanie Khouri, C’07, Francie Hartline,
C’06, Aileen Foutch, C’06, Prashant Shukla, C’06, Huma Khan, C’07, and
Molly Dyson, C’04.
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Obituaries are published for alumni of
the College of Arts and Sciences and select friends of the University. Sewanee
magazine’s policy is to publish the names
of surviving relatives of the deceased
who are alumni of the college, and
the names of surviving spouses. Due to
space limitations, other survivors may
not be listed.
Ralph H. Sims, C’36, of Baton
Rouge, La., died Feb. 13, 2009. He
was a retired senior vice president
of Fidelity National Bank of Baton
Rouge. He served with the U.S. Army
Air Corps in Europe during World War
II and was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross and Air Medal with three
Oak Leaf Clusters. He was active in,
and supportive of, many cultural and
civic organizations. He is survived by
three daughters, five grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren.
Gilbert Marshall Chattin, C’37,
of Atlanta, Ga., died on July 4,
2008. Chattin was a member of Phi
Gamma Delta. He served honorably
in the U.S. Army during World War
II and enjoyed a lengthy career in
Atlanta with the State of Georgia’s
Revenue and Health Departments,
retiring in 1984. He is survived by
his wife of 70 years, Hester, and their
daughter.
P.B. Griffin Jr., C’38, of Greenville,
Miss., died on Oct. 23, 2008. At
Sewanee, he was a member of
Alpha Tau Omega. He served in
the U.S. Army during World War II
and returned to Greenville after his
discharge, where he engaged in
farming and later owned the Marina
Restaurant. He was a member of
the First United Methodist Church in
Greenville. He is survived by his wife,
Lorene, three children, seven grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
Samuel B. Walton Jr., C’38, of Lexington, Ky., died on Dec. 20, 2008.
He joined the U.S. Marine Corps
shortly after the outbreak of World
War II and served in the Pacific. He
served as a senior officer at PowellWalton-Milward Insurance Inc. until
his retirement in 1992. He served on
the Board of Trustees at Sayre School
and held a strong commitment to
Christ Church Cathedral. He is survived by his wife, Mary, two children,
and two granddaughters.
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James Pernette DeWolfe Jr., C’39,
of Ft. Worth, Texas, died on Jan. 28,
2009. He was an active member of
Delta Tau Delta, and after graduating
from Sewanee, attended the General
Theological Seminary in New York. He
was ordained by his father in 1943.
He chaired or was active in numerous
church, community, and civic boards,
and also received countless awards
and honors. During his many years as
rector emeritus of All Saints’ Episcopal
Church of Ft. Worth, the church continued to flourish and grow in membership. He is survived by his wife, Mary,
brother, Dr. Phillip DeWolfe, C’41,
son, James P. DeWolfe, C’68, two
daughters, seven grandchildren, and
many great-grandchildren.
George Albert Atkins, C’41, of Eden,
N.C., died on Feb. 18, 2009. After
graduating from Sewanee, he enlisted
in the U.S. Navy, where he served as
an officer during World War II until his
discharge in 1945. In 1968, he moved
to Eden, N.C., where he worked as a
manager for Fieldcrest until he retired
in 1985. He served on Sewanee’s
Board of Trustees and was an active
member at the Church of the Epiphany.
He is survived by his wife, Grace, three
children, four grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren.
William Howe Skinner, C’41, of Ponte
Vedra Beach, Fla., died on Dec. 7,
2008. At Sewanee, he was president
of Alpha Tau Omega. After graduation,
he served in the U.S. Naval Air Corps
during World War II, where he received
five Air Medals and the prestigious
Flying Cross. After the war, he joined
with his brothers in starting Skinners’
Dairy where he was in charge of milk
production. He served as president
of Skinners’ Dairy Farms Inc. He
is survived by his wife, Sarah, four
children, 11 grandchildren, and four
great-grandchildren.
O. Morse Kochtitzky, C’42, of Nashville, Tenn., died on June 26, 2008.
He was a former regent and trustee
of the University of the South. He is
survived by his son, Rodney Morse
Kochtitzky, C’75.
The Rev. Dr. W. Armistead Boardman, C’43, T’44, of Sewanee, Tenn.,
died on Sept. 3, 2008. He served as
an Air Force Command chaplain in
Vietnam, and as a priest at churches
in Georgia, Tennessee, and Colorado.
He is survived by his son, Thomas A.
Boardman, C’68, and one daughter.

George A. Scarbrough, C’44, of
Knoxville, Tenn., died on Dec. 2,
2008. He was a nationally prominent
poet and writer. His Invitation to Kim,
published in 1989, was nominated
for a Pulitzer Prize. He earned a
bachelor’s degree from Lincoln
Memorial University and a master’s
degree in English from the University
of Tennessee. He was also awarded
an honorary doctorate from Lincoln
Memorial University. He reviewed
books for the The Chattanooga Times
for 40 years and taught at numerous
colleges and high schools.
Thomas H. Horton, C’45, of Marietta,
Ga., died on April 10, 2009. After finishing his freshman year at Sewanee,
he joined the Army to serve in the
Third Army Infantry in World War II.
He was awarded the Purple Heart for
his efforts in the Battle of the Bulge
and returned to Alabama to finish
his undergraduate degree and go
on to earn his law degree from the
University of Alabama Law School.
After practicing law for several years,
he was a sales representative for
West Publishing Company. He retired
in 1986. He is survived by five
children, nine grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.
Frank L. Dickson, C’46, of San Antonio, Texas, died on Sept. 20, 2008.
He attended the University of the
South for one year before volunteering in the Army during World War II,
where he took part in the Battle of
the Bulge and was awarded a Purple
Heart and Bronze Star. He graduated
from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in 1949. He worked as
an engineer at Kelly Air Force Base
for more than 30 years before his
retirement. He was a longtime member of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
the Order of the Alamo, and the San
Antonio German Club. He is survived
by his wife, Ellen, five children, and
nine grandchildren.
Charles H. Campbell Jr., C’48, of
Hartsville, S.C., died on June 28,
2008. He is survived by his wife,
Georgia, their daughter, and stepdaughters.
George G. Clarke, C’48, of Memphis,
Tenn., died on March 21, 2009. After
graduating from Sewanee, Clarke
returned home to Memphis to work
in the family insurance business,
P.C. Clarke, Inc. He served as a
corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps

during World War II. He was a lifelong
and devoted member of St. Mary’s
Episcopal Cathedral. Among his
many service activities, Clarke served
as treasurer of the Tenn-Ark-Miss
Girl Scout Council for many years.
He helped to found Runaway House,
now known as Family Link. He served
as a trustee for the University of the
South and as a scoutmaster for over
25 years. He is survived by his wife,
Mary Ann, and two sons, including
George G. Clarke Jr., C’79.
L. Graham Barr, C’49, of New
Smyrna Beach, Fla., died on
March 5, 2009.
The Rev. Harold E. Barrett, C’49,
T’55, of Charlottesville, Va., died on
Feb. 8, 2008. The former rector of
Grace Church in New York, Barrett
served two and a half years in the
U.S. Army in World War II and fought
in the Battle of the Bulge. He was
a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and
he was ordained to the priesthood
in the Diocese of South Carolina in
1952. Barrett served as a member
of the Board of Trustees of Sewanee
and the Episcopal Radio-TV Foundation in Georgia. He is survived by
his wife, Louisa, five children, one
stepdaughter, and 13 grandchildren.
John W. Caldwell, C’49, of Winter
Haven, Fla., died on Jan. 18, 2009.
He enlisted in the U.S. Army before
he attended Sewanee and received a
Good Conduct Medal, Victory Medal,
and an American Theatre Ribbon.
During his time at Sewanee, he was
active in University Theatre and Delta
Tau Delta. He served as chairman of
the Department of Theatre Arts at the
University of South Florida and the
University of Louisville. He served as
co-producer of the Barter Theater,
executive producer of the Manitoba
Theatre Centre, and also a Broadway
producer. He was a playwright and
author. He was a founding member
of the Kairos Prison Ministry, where
he later became the executive
director. He received an honorary
degree from the University of the
South’s School of Theology in 1994
for his years of service to the church
and contribution to prison ministry.
He also served as a trustee for the
University and chair of the Community Relations Committee and interim
director of the Disciples of Christ in
Community program for the School
of Theology. He is survived by his
son, Charles Caldwell, C’77.

John Rison Jones, C’49, H’08, of
Huntsville, Ala., died on Nov. 5,
2008. He was a former member of
the Sewanee faculty. He served as a
private first class in the 104th Infantry Division in the U.S. Army. He was
awarded the Bronze Star for meritorious service. He earned his master’s
degree and later his Ph.D. in modern
European history at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He
taught at Washington & Lee University and entered the historical division
of the U.S. Department of State in
1959 as a diplomatic historian. He
later joined Sergeant Shriver’s Office
of Economic Opportunity to develop
the Upward Bound Program for
disadvantaged youths. He received
the highest civilian award of the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare for outstanding service in
1980. During his retirement in 1986,
he was senior education adviser to
the assistant secretary and officer in
charge of the Trust Territories of the
Pacific Islands. During Sewanee’s
Founders’ Day celebration in 2008,
Jones was awarded an honorary
degree in civil law.
Fred W. Sutton Jr., C’49, of Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., died on March 14,
2008.
William D. Kellner, C’50, of Lafayette, La., died on Jan. 5, 2009. After
high school graduation, he enlisted
in the U.S. Navy, where he served in
the South Pacific. He graduated from
the Episcopal Theological Seminary
of the Southwest in 1960 and was
ordained a deacon and a priest.
He served churches in Mississippi,
Virginia, and Louisiana, and most recently he had been rector of the Holy
Trinity Anglican Church since 1990.
He is survived by his wife, June, three
children, three grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren.
Thomas A. Lear, C’50, of Coshocton,
Ohio, died on July 25, 2008. He was
active in the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club, National Rifle Association,
Civil War Preservation Trust, Delta Tau
Delta, and was a 50-year member
of the Coshocton Lodge 96 Free and
Accepted Masons. He worked for 15
years as a research and development
chemist at Edmont Manufacturing
Co. and then taught high school
chemistry and physics for 26 years.
He is survived by one son.

Albert Roberts III, C’50, of St.
Petersburg, Fla., died on Dec. 12,
2008. At Sewanee, he majored
in political science, played varsity
football and basketball, and was a
member of Delta Tau Delta and Red
Ribbon Society. He served in the U.S.
Naval Reserve for 13 years and had
a long career in the securities industry. He became a general partner of
Goodbody & Co. with his father, and
he retired from there after more than
30 years. He served as president
of the All Children’s Hospital Board
and as a member of the vestry at
the Cathedral Church of St. Peter. For
Sewanee, he served as a member
of the Board of Trustees, chair of the
Board of Regents, and as president
of the Associated Alumni. He is
survived by his wife, Jane, daughter,
Allison Hardage, C’76, and two
sons, including Colin Roberts, C’86.
Harvey Allen Rogers Jr., C’50, of
Lexington, Ky., died Dec. 16, 2008.
During his time at Sewanee, he was
a member of Phi Gamma Delta.
He was also a U.S. Army veteran of
the Korean War. Allen was a retired
farmer as well as a retired chemist for IBM. He is survived by four
children, six grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren.
Richard E. Simmons Jr., C’50, of
Birmingham, Ala., died on Nov. 21,
2008. He served as president of
the Crippled Children’s Foundation
Board of Trustees. He also served as
president and CEO of Hilb, Rogal and
Hamilton Insurance Co. after a career
of 50 years. Richard was a devoted
member of Independent Presbyterian
Church. He is survived by his wife,
Lynne, six children, including Richard
Simmons, C’76, 15 grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren.
Ronald L. Voss Jr., C’50, of Franklin,
Tenn., died on Feb. 27, 2006.
George Bondurant Elliott, C’51, of
Mountain Brook, Ala., died on June
10, 2009. At Sewanee, he served as
president of Phi Delta Theta and later
went on to serve on the Board of
Trustees and as president of the Associated Alumni from 1975 to 1977.
He served in the U.S. Army during the
Korean War. He was a vestryman and
lifelong member of the Cathedral
Church of the Advent. He was the
chairman emeritus of Strickland
Paper Co. and former chairman of
the Advisory Board for Hammermill

Paper Co. He is survived by his wife,
Elizabeth, two children including
George Bondurant Elliott Jr., C’81,
and seven grandchildren.
George M. Gray, C’51, of San Antonio, Texas, died on Sept. 29, 2008.
Allan C. King, C’51, of Houston, Texas,
died on March 26, 2009. He spent
virtually his entire career in the oil
and gas business. During that time,
he drilled over 1,000 wells, as the
founder and president of Goldking
Production Company, among others.
He served the Houston community in
many ways, as director or board member of many organizations. He was a
founding member and president of
the school board of Episcopal High
School, an elder in the First Presbyterian Church, and a trustee and regent
for the University of the South. He is
survived by his wife, Gloria Goldston
King, four children, and 11 grandchildren.
Robert Milroy McKey Jr., C’51, of Miami, Fla., died on March 24, 2009. At
Sewanee, he was a chemistry major
and he later went to medical school.
He co-founded the University of Miami
Medical School’s Cystic Fibrosis Center and the Sunny Shores Sea Camp
for children. This work helped to raise
the average life span of a patient with
cystic fibrosis to 36 years.
Dr. Robert K. Sharp, C’51, of Nashville, Tenn., died on March 6, 2009.
Sharp served as legal counsel for the
Tennessee Department of Education until his retirement in 1996. He
is survived by his wife of 55 years,
Lillian, his daughter, Sharon Llyn
Sharp, C’77, and two sons.
Charles Carter Smith, C’51, of
Sharon, Conn., died on Oct. 7, 2008.
He began his career in Chicago working for McCann Erickson Advertising
and later for Encyclopedia Britannica. In 1970, Smith founded Media
Projects, one of the first independent
book production companies in the
U.S., where he served as president
for the next 30 years. He helped
found the American Book Producers
Association and served as its first
president. He is survived by his wife,
Betsy, and three children.

Roy L. Smitherman, C’51, of Oak
Ridge, Tenn., died on May 30, 2009.
After graduating from high school,
he served two years in the U.S. Army
with postwar occupation forces in
Italy. He then attended and graduated from Sewanee, before serving
again in the Army in San Antonio,
Texas. He was employed at K-25
(Oak Ridge Gaseous Diffusion Plant)
for 35 years, retiring in 1988. He was
a longtime member of First United
Methodist Church in Oak Ridge. He
is survived by his wife, June, three
children and six grandchildren.
Donald M. Irvin, C’52, died on
March 21, 2009. He is survived by
his wife, Teresa, and two sons, including Donald M. Irvin Jr., C’79.
The Rev. Thomas H. Whitcroft Jr.,
C’52, of Roanoke, Va., died on
Dec. 2, 2008.
Donald D. Arthur, C’53, of Rossville,
Tenn., died on Nov. 3, 2008. During
his time at Sewanee, he was a member of Alpha Tau Omega and majored
in mathematics. He spent most of his
life in Chattanooga. He is survived
by his wife, Barbara, four sons, four
daughters, including Margaret Arthur, C’75, and two grandchildren.
Gerald B. Harper, C’53, of WinstonSalem, N.C., died on Feb. 9, 2009.
After graduation, he joined the U.S.
Navy, in which he served during the
Korean conflict. While he was at
Sewanee, he was an active member
of Phi Gamma Delta, and throughout
his life he was active in many service
organizations. He is survived by his
wife, Anne, three children, including
Dr. Gerald B. Harper Jr., C’79, and
eight grandchildren.
Paul C. Hines, Jr., C’53, of Wilmington, N.C., died on July 12, 2008. He
is survived by his wife, Eloise.
James Newton Finley, C’53, of Hermitage, Tenn., died on Nov. 30, 2008. At
Sewanee, he was member of Kappa
Sigma. He served as an accountant
at Nashville Wire Products until his
retirement, and was an active member
of St. Philip’s Episcopal Church. He
is survived by his wife, Patricia, three
children, and four grandchildren.
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Charles Maynard Sample, C’53, of
Dalton, Ga., died on Dec. 26, 2008.
After graduating from Sewanee with
honors, he served in the U.S. Army
and then began his 36-year career
with Southern Bell Telephone Co. He
was active in his community, serving
on the boards of numerous civic organizations. He is survived by his wife,
Peggy, daughter, Jane Taylor, C’80,
son-in-law, Charles Taylor, C’80, and
three grandchildren.
William L. Hale, C’54, of Atlanta, Ga.,
died on Aug. 9, 2008. At Sewanee, he
played basketball, football, and was
a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
After graduation, he entered the U.S.
Air Force, where he was a pilot and
instructor pilot. He started Hale Contracting Co. in Atlanta and was active
in construction and development for
more than 40 years. He is survived by
his three children, three stepdaughters,
and 17 grandchildren.
William Blane Porter, C’54, of
Stuart, Fla., died on May 17, 2009.
At Sewanee, Porter was a member
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, the Green
Ribbon Society and Los Peones. He
also participated in varsity basketball, track and football. He served in
the U.S. Army and as president of the
George W. Fowler Co., a manufacturer
and distributor of welding supplies
and atmospheric gases. He was a
longtime supporter of Sewanee and
established a scholarship fund for
students with financial need. He was
a member of St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church. He is survived by his wife,
Sandra, six children and 11 grandchildren.
Joseph William Swearingen III, C’54,
of Sewanee, Tenn., died on Sept.
12, 2008. He earned his master’s
degree in forestry and environmental studies from Yale University. He
received a commission in the U.S.
Air Force through the ROTC program
at Sewanee, and served four years
of active duty. Swearingen’s forestry
career spanned more than 40 years.
He operated a forestry consulting firm
and was an expert in the use of small
private aircraft. Swearingen served
as chairman of the board of Joseph
Kershaw Academy in Camden, S.C.,
and two terms as a trustee for the
University of the South. After retiring
to Sewanee, he participated as a
volunteer in the Abbo’s Alley supervisors’ group and the Big Tree project.
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He was devoted to the Sewanee
Senior Citizens’ Center and served on
its board of directors until his death.
He is survived by his daughters,
Kimberly S. McMann, C’79, and
Catherine Swearingen, C’82.

men in West Park, N.Y. He served in
various locations and in a wide range
of ministries in New York, the Bahamas, California, and Toronto, Ontario,
including as superior of the order from
1990 to 1999.

Hubert H. Durden Jr., C’55, of
Orlando, Fla., died on Jan. 29, 2009.
At Sewanee, he was a member of
Beta Theta Pi. After graduation, he
served in the National Guard and the
U.S. Air Force. He worked for Lawton
Brothers Inc. in Orlando for 37 years.
He was active in his church, Trinity
Anglican Church.

Wallace B. Smith, C’57, of Virginia
Beach, Va., died on July 6, 2008.
After graduation from Sewanee, he
attended William and Mary Law
School. He was a member of the Bar
Association, the Virginia State Bar,
and All Saints’ Episcopal Church. He
worked for the City of Virginia Beach
for many years. He is survived by his
wife, Carolyn, four children, and eight
grandchildren.

Robert F. Gillespie Jr., C’55, of
Orange, Va., died on April 22, 2009.
He earned a master’s degree from
the University of Virginia in 1957
and then began a lifelong career in
teaching and coaching, first at Virginia Episcopal School, then Christchurch School, followed by 28 years
at Woodberry Forest School until his
retirement in 1991. He received the
George R. O’Connor Award for teaching in 1987 and the Distinguished
Service Award in 1991. In 1999, he
was inducted into the U.S. Lacrosse
Virginia Hall of Fame. He served as
senior warden, junior warden and
head usher at St. Thomas Episcopal
Church. He is survived by his wife,
Catherine, three children, and seven
grandchildren.
Harold G. Lowe Jr., C’56, of Nashville, Tenn., died on Aug. 27, 2008.
He was a 32nd Degree Scottish Rite
Mason and a 52-year member of the
Corinthian Lodge No. 414. He was an
accomplished photojournalist who
photographed the civil rights movement and other historic events. He is
survived by his wife, Linda.
William R. Senter III, C’57, of
Jackson, Tenn., died on Feb. 2, 2009.
At Sewanee, he was a biology major
and a member of Delta Tau Delta. He
served several parishes in Tennessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana. Most
recently, he was vicar at St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church. He is survived by
his wife, Linda, two children, and one
grandson.
William G. Sibley, C’57, of Kingston,
N.Y., died on Oct. 14, 2008. He was
employed at the Citizens Rapid Transit
Company, Hampton, before entering the Order of the Holy Cross, an
Episcopal religious community for

Walter W. Ross III, C’58, of Columbia, S.C., died on June 28, 2008. At
Sewanee, he was a member of Phi
Gamma Delta, and was a history
major. Early in his career he taught in
private secondary schools and later
did research for a Columbia publishing
house. He is survived by his wife, Jean,
their daughter, and his stepdaughter.
Henry H. Edens Jr., C’59, of Columbia, S.C., died on Feb. 2, 2009
after an extended illness. He was an
honorably discharged veteran of the
U.S. Army and a retired professional
real estate broker who participated
in over $50 million in sales. Until his
illness precluded it, he was an active
member of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral. After his retirement, he was a
volunteer at Providence Hospital.
He is survived by one son and three
grandchildren.
Ledwith B. Rogers, C’62, of Jacksonville, Fla., died on March 28, 2009.
Rogers was a veteran of the U.S. Army
and served in Korea. He is survived by
his two sons and two daughters.
Conrad S. Babcock III, C’63, of Albuquerque, N.M., died on June 12, 2008.
James W. Coleman III, C’64, of
Charleston, S.C., died on July 14,
2008. He was a devoted employee
of the Medical University of South
Carolina and was instrumental in
founding the South Carolina Spinal
Cord Injury Research Fund. He was
a member of St. Michael’s Episcopal
Church, the St. Cecilia Society, the
Society of Cincinnati, the Society of
Colonial Wars, and the Society of
the War of 1812. He is survived by
his wife, Debby, two sons, his father,

Walker Coleman, C’40, his sisters,
including Elizabeth Coleman,
C’00, his three brothers, including
Heyward Coleman, C’66, and two
grandchildren.
Harris Ladd, C’64, of Doraville, Ga.,
died on Sept. 24, 2008. He worked
as a certified public accountant and
auditor for CMAR Credit Union. He
was an active member of Christ the
King Lutheran Church.
Grant M. Stockdale, C’69, of
Washington, D.C., died on Jan. 17,
2009. He graduated from Sewanee
Military Academy before attending
the University, where he was an English major and a member of Kappa
Sigma. He worked with President
Bill Clinton to establish funding for
District of Columbia students so that
they could avoid expensive out-ofstate tuition at state universities. He
worked as U.S. editorial director for
the British-based Jane’s Information
Group, was associate publisher of
the Energy Daily and Defense Week,
and producer and assistant publisher
of the Energy Newsmaker Program
for the U.S. Energy Association. He
is survived by his wife, Georgia, and
three children.
James P. Eskew Jr., C’71, of New
York, N.Y., died on March 24, 2008.
William Cooper Stout Jr., C’71, of
Lawrenceville, Ga., died on March
22, 2009 after battling cancer. At
Sewanee, he was a volunteer firefighter, a member of Chi Psi, and a varsity
soccer player. He worked in telecommunications first with Motorola then
with Micropower. He was active in the
First United Methodist Church. He is
survived by his two sons.
Charles L. Henry, C’72, of Cockeysville, Md., died on Dec. 9, 2007.
Henry valiantly fought a 23-year
battle with multiple sclerosis. He is
survived by his wife, Jane.
Robert M. Simms, C’72, of Knoxville,
Tenn., died on Nov. 11, 2008. He
received his Doctor of Jurisprudence
degree from Cumberland Law School
in Birmingham, Ala., in 1975. After
graduation, he served as law clerk for
the Hon. William Russell, judge of the
Tennessee Circuit Court of Appeals in
Nashville. He later took a position as
legal analyst for the Senate Judiciary
Committee for the Tennessee State

Senate, where he served under Sen.
John Rucker and Sen. Curtis Brown. In
1999, he was recognized by the Tennessee State Senate for his services as
legal assistant to the Senate Judiciary
Committee by being named employee
of the year. He is survived by his
brother, William Simms, C’68.
Lloyd Elkin Brown, C’73, of Lebanon,
Tenn., died on Oct. 6, 2008. He
received his master’s degree in
English from Middle Tennessee State
University. He was an English professor at Volunteer State Community
College in Gallatin, where he was well
known for his work in the student
literary world, including the awardwinning journal, Squatter’s Rites. He
was a member of the Leeville United
Methodist Church. He is survived by
his wife, Billye, and a son.
Gaylord Walker, C’74, of Mobile, Ala.,
died on Sept. 17, 2007. He graduated from Washington University
College of Medicine in St. Louis, Mo.,
and received surgical training at the
University of South Alabama College
of Medicine. Shortly after, he completed a surgical fellowship at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
in New York City. Walker practiced as
a surgical oncologist in Mobile for
20 years. He is survived by his wife,
Teresa, and five children.
Edward Cage Brewer III, C’75, of
Nashville, Tenn., died on Dec. 11,
2008 after a long battle with cancer.
Ed graduated magna cum laude
and was a member of the University
Choir. He had been a member of the
faculty at Chase College of Law since
1996.
Richard S. Crichton, C’75, of Nashville,
Tenn., died on Feb.19, 2009. He
graduated as a fine arts major, and
then opened Crichton Photography. In
his work, he concentrated in the music
industry and black-and-white portraits.
He volunteered in the disaster relief
after Hurricane Katrina with the Unified
Recovery Group and was also an
archivist for Cumberland Heights. He is
survived by his wife, Margaret.
Zachary Taylor Hutto II, C’76, of Birmingham, Ala., died on April 3, 2009.
At Sewanee, he was a history major
and member of Phi Delta Theta. He
is survived by his wife, Laurie, and
three children.

John Melvin Glenn Jr., C’77, of
Atlanta, Ga., died on May 18, 2009.
At Sewanee, he was captain of the
cross-country team and president of
Lambda Chi Alpha. He formed the
John Glenn Co. in 1994, which supplied piping materials to contractors
in the water supply and wastewater
treatment industries. He is survived
by his wife, Mary Wiedemann Glenn,
and by Britton Stanhope Butler, who
he raised as his own son.
Paul C. Hedrick, C’77, of West Palm
Beach, Fla., died on Jan. 30, 2009. After college, he co-founded the Hedrick
Brothers Construction Company. He
went on to be a stockbroker and real
estate agent. He was active in the Samaritan Gardens Christian Care Center
and supported many other charitable
organizations in West Palm Beach. He
is survived by his two children.
Raymond Edgar Browne, C’78, of
New York City, N.Y., died on April 8,
2009. He was a retired trader with
A.G. Edwards & Sons.
Michael John McHale, C’82, of
Stuart, Fla., died on Nov. 22, 2008.
At Sewanee, he majored in English
and was a member of Beta Theta
Pi. He was a maritime attorney for
23 years, and an avid marathon
runner and triathlon competitor. He
was the author of several books on
litigation and admiralty issues. He
is survived by his wife, Kathryn, and
two children.
Carl B. Weston, C’83, of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., died on Jan. 26,
2009. During his time at Sewanee,
he was a political science major and
a member of Beta Theta Pi. After
graduation, he attended Whittier Law
School. He most recently worked for
Federal Express.
Perry Scott Dickerson, C’85, of
Ashland City, Tenn., died on May 27,
2009, from injuries sustained from a
motorcycle accident. He is survived
by two children.
Shirlee Holmes Garratt, C’86, of
Issaquah, Wash., died on Jan. 14,
2009. At Sewanee, she was a political science and fine arts major and a
member of Phi Kappa Epsilon. After
moving to the Pacific Northwest in
1996, she started a career in real

estate. She was involved in a number
of charitable organizations and was
a member of Snoqualmie United
Methodist Church. She is survived by
her daughter and parents.
Mark Holmberg, C’88, of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., died on Jan. 25, 2009.
Robert “Bobby” Graves, C’91,
of Heath, Texas, died on Oct. 29,
2008. He was president of RRMG
Investments and the owner of Graves
Ranch. He was a member of Lake
Pointe Church. He is survived by his
wife, Shelle, and five children.
Karlos Anthony, C’96, of Decatur,
Ga., died on July 16, 2007.
Elizabeth Claire Rogers, C’09, of
Simsbury, Conn., died of natural
causes on March 30, 2009, in
Sewanee. She was a senior who was
preparing to receive a degree in art
history. She was born in Richmond,
Va., and had lived in Dallas, Texas,
and Baltimore, Md., prior to moving
to Simsbury. At Sewanee, Rogers was
a member of Phi Kappa Epsilon and
the Order of Gownsmen. She was
on the board of the Inter-Sorority
Council and was a member of the
Student Alumni Leadership Council.
She is survived by her parents, her
sister, and her twin brother.
FRIENDS
Kathy Backlund of Sewanee, Tenn.,
died on Feb. 21, 2009. She attended
Byrd High School and Centenary College. She served in the University’s
Physical Plant Services as the point
person for contact with customers for
more than 10 years. She is survived
by her husband, Professor Dan
Backlund, and her son, Jason M.
Engle, C’98.
Carl F. Dahlberg Jr. of New Orleans,
La., died on Aug. 12, 2008. He
graduated from Tulane University and
Harvard Business School. He served
as a trustee to the University of the
South, CEO of St. Mary Galvanizing
Co., president of the board of Metairie Park Country Day School, and
treasurer of the board of the World
Trade Center. He served as a consulgeneral of Monaco in New Orleans
for 17 years. He is survived by his
wife, Constance, two daughters, a
brother, and five grandchildren.

Professor Emeritus Robert A. Degen
of Sewanee, Tenn., died on March
11, 2009. Following service in the
U.S. Army Air Forces during World War
II, he entered Syracuse University
where he earned a bachelor’s degree
in business in 1947 and a master’s
degree in economics in 1949. Degen
joined the faculty of the University
of the South in 1951, and served
as an economics professor until his
retirement in 1988. He served as
chair of the department of economics from 1963 to 1973. He was the
author of two books, The American
Monetary System and The Triumph of
Capitalism. Degen was involved with
the Highlander Folk School during
the civil rights movement and was
interested in social justice issues
throughout his life. He is survived by
his wife, Eileen, two daughters, and
three granddaughters including Karin
A. Moshier, C’04, and Christina
Andreen, C’07.
Carl F. Reid of Sewanee, Tenn., died
on Jan. 29, 2009. After graduating
from Decherd High School, he served
in the Civilian Conservation Corps
for two years before coming to work
for the University of the South as a
mason’s helper. In 1941, he went
into the U.S. Navy where he served
six years. Then he worked again for
the University, first as a stonemason
and a general contractor building
many homes. He became the head
of the Quarry and Stone Operation
for the University and then the Commissioner of Buildings and Lands
until his retirement in 1990. He is
survived by his wife, Mildred, his son,
two daughters, Carol Reid Doughty,
C’71, and Barbara Reid Bedford,
C’73, eight grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren.
Professor Emeritus Arthur M. Schaefer, of Sewanee, died on May 23,
2009. He joined the Sewanee faculty
in 1966 and held the Ralph Owen
Distinguished Chair of Economics
from 1985 until his retirement in
2003. He served as the University’s
provost from 1977 to 1988. A native of Philadelphia, he earned his
undergraduate and graduate degrees
in economics from the University of
Pennsylvania. He is survived by his
wife, Professor Emeritus Jacqueline
Thibault Schaefer, and one son.
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Joe Wiegand, C’87

Photograph by
Stephen Alvarez, C’87

Afterword
When Joe Wiegand takes the stage as President

come to life.

10 days before the actual birthday in October,

Theodore Roosevelt, he embraces the manic

Before he became the country’s premier

he got a call inviting him to mark the historic

energy of the hunter, soldier, naturalist, explorer,

repriser of one of America’s most popular

date for another Republican president: George

and politician who sought to lead “the Vigorous

presidents, Wiegand had a 25-year career in

W. Bush. In the East Room of the White House,

Life” in all that he did. Wiegand paces quickly,

Republican politics in Illinois. In the last two

Wiegand bounded onto stage, and in Roosevelt’s

gesturing with his right hand while his left hand

years, he has given that up, moved his family to

voice, he thanked Bush for his leadership after

grips the lapel of his tuxedo jacket. His voice

Sewanee and begun crisscrossing the country

9/11, talked about Roosevelt’s time in the White

rises a full octave to emulate the pitch and

to portray the Hero of San Juan Hill in theaters

House, and cracked jokes about President Wil-

timbre of the 26th president’s speech, and he

and lecture halls, for schools and civic groups,

liam Howard Taft’s portliness.

delivers a rapid-fire patter that is part comedy

churches and Rotary clubs.

routine, part political commentary, and all his-

In 2008, Wiegand completed a 50-state tour

tory lesson. He’s a sepia-toned photograph

to celebrate Roosevelt’s 150th birthday. Just
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Shortly after Wiegand began performing,
President Bush leaned over to his wife and
whispered, “This guy’s good.”

How do you
turn a firefighter
into a doctor?
Give to the
Sewanee Annual Fund
Chase Spurlock, C’09
Murfreesboro, Tenn.
While his classmates were still getting dressed for Commencement ceremonies on
the morning of May 10, Chase Spurlock was busy responding to a fire call. It didn’t
matter that he would be graduating that day — he was on duty with the Sewanee
Volunteer Fire Department, and when a call came in, he was trained to respond. It
was just another moment of service and leadership for a student who spent much
of his Sewanee career serving and leading. During his senior year alone, Chase
was both the student fire chief and the chair of the Honor Council. Last summer,
he served a medical internship with a Sewanee alumnus that confirmed his future
plans to apply to medical school and pursue a career in medicine.
Your gifts to the Sewanee Annual Fund support student leaders like
Chase by helping to fund the countless opportunities — like the
Sewanee Volunteer Fire Department and summer internships — that
allow them to explore ways to serve and lead.

To make a gift, please choose one of the following options:
Online

Go to www.givetosewanee.com to make a gift using VISA, MasterCard, Discover, or
American Express.

Check

Send a check, payable to the Sewanee Annual Fund to: Sewanee Annual Fund, Thompson
Union, 735 University Avenue, Sewanee TN 37383-1000.

Stock

To make a gift of stock please contact Cindy Burt, cburt@sewanee.edu or 931.598.1641.

Phone

800.367.1179
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The Sewanee crew team practices on Lake Dimmick. Photo by Stephen Alvarez, C’87.

