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Where Credit Is Due
Ning Tang, C’99, is changing the way 
those most in need of credit in China 
gain access to it.

Fish Out of Water
A New York comedienne adjusts to life 
on the Mountain.
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V I C E - C H A N C E L L O R ’ S  C O R N E R

Venerable, Beautiful, Useful
The residential liberal arts college in the age of the cyber-university.

The CEO of Yahoo! recently announced that henceforth, “telecommuting,” or work-
ing at home, will be prohibited. “To become the absolute best place to work,” her 
memo states, “communication and collaboration will be important, so we need to be 
working side-by-side. Some of the best decisions and insights come from hallway and 
cafeteria discussions, meeting new people, and impromptu team meetings.”

I will not presume to comment on whether this is a good or a bad decision. But 
I will venture to say that the statement itself is a refreshing counterpoint to what is 
becoming a seemingly panic-stricken rush to keep up with the herd that is charging 
hard to create, among other things, the infelicitously abbreviated MOOCs, or Mas-
sive Open Online Courses.

I am not a hidebound traditionalist. As an historian, I deeply appreciate what 
internet technology allows my students and me to do. It has broadened our reach and 
made available to us materials that not long ago would have required time and expense 
to acquire. My own classes have been enriched by the use of these materials.

Nor ought I to gainsay the benefits conferred by MOOCs. They have opened 
opportunities for learning to a wide swath of the population and thus made lifelong 
learning a reality for students of all ages and across the globe.

In all this I am reminded of the launching of the Western Governors’ University 
in 1996. The mission, through distance-learning, was “to serve the needs of today’s 
Information Age citizens.” At that time, many boards of trustees were worried that the 
traditional classroom at the traditional college would soon become an anachronism. 
Indeed, the lofty language accompanying WGU promised, for the first time, “an edu-
cation without boundaries.”

I was skeptical then; I am skeptical now. Of course residential liberal arts colleges 
must adapt. We have, and we will. But let’s not call the coroner just yet. For we have 
long known what the CEO of Yahoo! is just now discovering — that where one lives and 
dines and plays contributes in significant ways to how one studies and what one learns.

What sets liberal arts colleges (and for that matter, also seminaries) apart is that 
the education we offer is not “without boundaries.” It is exactly the opposite. There 
are, of course, the actual physical boundaries of our campuses. But there are other 
boundaries too, which define things that are important to us and which are also the 
best antidote to the boundaryless relativism that is too much a part of today’s world. 
We think we know what constitutes a core curriculum. We seek to shape, interpret, and 
understand the beauty of the arts, the majesty of literature, the laws of mathematics, 
the mysteries of science. We believe that behavior (dare I say character) matters.

And, above all, we believe that human interaction matters and that every human 
encounter is an opportunity to educate. We operate by design on a human scale.

There is certainly room for the MOOC and the cyber-university in this new mil-
lennium. John Henry Cardinal Newman, in The Idea of a University, defines the educated 
person as one who “supports institutions as venerable, beautiful, or useful, to which he 
does not himself assent.” But there will also always be a place for the residential liberal 
arts college, venerable, beautiful, useful. Even as we are challenged to reinforce our 
traditional claims, we are reminded of the special way the life of the mind is lived in our 
own bounded communities. And with confidence, we affirm, “Ecce Quam Bonum.”

Vice-Chancellor 
John M. McCardell Jr.
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O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

THIS SUMMER, 100 
entering freshmen 
will have an unprec-
edented opportunity 

to immerse themselves in the 
history, culture, and geography 
of Sewanee before orientation 
even begins. Participants in the 
new Finding Your Place (FYP) 
first-year program will arrive on 
campus in August, two weeks be-
fore orientation, to start a rigor-
ous set of academic, social, and 
geographic explorations that will 
extend through their first semes-
ter of study at Sewanee. The FYP program is being made pos-
sible by a grant from the Arthur Vining Davis Foundations.

Many colleges have recently added first-year programs to 
their curricula as a way to build skills to help kick-start freshman 
success, but Biology Professor and FYP Director Deb McGrath 
says Sewanee’s program is different. “We chose the lens of place 
because we have such an extraordinary place here,” McGrath 
says. “We also believe that it’s not just about acquiring skills. 

It’s about making connections — 
deep connections, friendships, 
connections with the physical 
place, understanding the history 
and the archaeology and the an-
thropology of the place.”

Students will explore the 
idea of place through an inter-
disciplinary course intended to 
expand their understanding of a 
“sense of place,” working outward 
from the Domain — including 
its associations with surround-
ing communities, its stories of 
settlement past and present, its 

agriculture and natural resources — eventually to touch on uni-
versal issues associated with place.

Each student participant will enroll in one of seven course 
sections developed and led by Sewanee faculty members, with 
each section focusing on Sewanee and the idea of place through 
a different discipline. Geology Professor Bran Potter’s section 
will include weekly walks on the Domain and extensive journal-
writing while Philosophy Professor Jim Peterman’s will focus on 
questions of honor and justice in the South. History Professor 
John Willis’s students will look at how humans have shaped the 
local landscape and English Professor Virginia Craighill’s will ex-
amine the aspects of a place revealed by the stories told about it.

Students who participate in FYP will still be able to join 
in the popular three-day pre-orientation (PRE) led by the Se-
wanee Outing Program, which will follow FYP. 

McGrath sees the interdisciplinary approach to place as a 
perfect way to introduce freshmen to life at Sewanee. “When 
you’re attached to something, there are usually many different 
connections that make that attachment, and we think that place 
is a great model for interdisciplinary thinking,” she says. “We 
want to make our students fall in love with this place because we 
think if they fall in love with it, they’ll have a reason to stay and 
have a reason to excel. We want them all to leave here successful 
and very attached and coming back to see us.”

FYP to Help Freshmen Find Their Place 
on the Domain and Beyond
New program takes an interdisciplinary approach to learning about place.
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VIOLENCE. POVERTY. 
Bob Marley. That’s all many 
people know about Trench 
Town, the neighborhood 

of Kingston, Jamaica, that gave rise to 
the worldwide phenomenon of reggae 
music. Yet to Greg Pond, professor and 
chair of art and art history at Sewanee, it 
was a place full of “people who have seen 
a lot and have a lot to say.” Compelled to 
set his gallery-style film work aside for 
a time, Pond created the documentary 
Born in Trench Town, which won the Distin-
guished New Film Award at the One Love 
Festival in Great Britain.

“Trench Town is a unique place, with 
an extreme amount of integrity and care 
about it,” says Dixon Myers, coordinator 
of outreach ministries for the University, 
who has been taking students to Jamaica 
on service trips for 21 years. It was at My-
ers’s prompting that Pond visited Trench 
Town for the first time in 2007, video camera in hand. Nei-
ther of them realized at the time that recording a few interviews 
would lead to a film, but Pond says it quickly became apparent 

that they had a lot of work to 
do there. One interview led 
to another, until five and a 
half years later Pond had 
shot 60 hours of footage in 
Trench Town. 

Shot on small cameras 
in order to better capture 
spontaneity, Pond charac-
terizes the film as “rough 
and loose.” The documen-
tary employs the aesthetics of 
the community, rather than 
shaping the shots to look like 
somewhere else. During the 

Through a Hole in the Wall 
Art Professor Greg Pond’s documentary Born in Trench Town 
draws audiences inside the private world of Jamaica’s most famous 
neighborhood.

time of worst violence in Trench Town, holes were cut through 
the walls of the courtyard-style housing, in order to allow peo-
ple to move through the four- by seven-block space that Trench 
Town occupies without walking down the outer streets, where 
one risked gunfire. The film takes the viewer through these 
holes and thus into the experience of being in this place. 

The film’s final cut premiered last August at the One Love 
Festival and had its U.S. premiere at the Pan African Film Fes-
tival in Los Angeles. In January, Pond and Myers returned to 
Jamaica to present a copy of the film to U.S. Ambassador to Ja-
maica Pamela Bridgewater. “The meeting with the ambassador 
led to discussions of what might happen beyond the film itself,” 
Pond says. “In fact, there’s talk of Sewanee students and faculty 
helping to enable a cross-cultural exchange between Kingston 
and regions of the Southeast that share strong musical tradi-
tions and have been involved in significant political and civil 
right action since the 1950s.” — By Rebekah Hildebrandt, C’13; photo 
(above)  by Ashley Block, C’13
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W HEN THE UNIVERSITY decided last spring 
to take over management of the college’s din-
ing services, the rationale included the desire 
to customize the offerings to students, to bring 

dining hall employees under the University payroll, and to serve 
the sustainability initiatives of the school. All these goals have 
been realized in the first year of operation. 

Some of the most noticeable changes have been in the 
source and quality of the food. Sewanee is taking advantage both 
of produce grown on the newly reopened University Farm and 
of the Cumberland Food Hub, a local clearinghouse, to buy 
from local farmers, further increasing the University’s impact 
on the local economy. “This allows us to serve more flavorful 

O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

Let’s Eat 
Sewanee’s new in-house dining service puts an emphasis on community.

food and more interesting menus,” says Sewanee Dining Direc-
tor Rich Berlin.

All employees who wanted to keep working under the new 
management were offered contracts, with their years of service 
with Aramark, the previous contracted dining service provider, 
counted as years of service to the University for the purpose of 
calculating benefits. Now that they are employed by the Univer-
sity, dining service employees are able to participate in Univer-
sity events previously unavailable to them.

Furthermore, the administration is actively pursuing the 
employees’ opinions. “We want them to know we care what they 
have to say,” says Berlin, who works with a Dining Staff Coun-
cil, a group of about a dozen individuals nominated by their 
fellow employees to meet frequently with Berlin to offer their 
voices on how to better the services they offer. “We want every 
employee to know they are a hospitality professional,” says in-
terim Vice President for Administration Frank Gladu, “They 
are playing a part in bettering the lives of those coming here to 
better themselves.” — Rebekah Hildebrandt, C’13

Mortal Matters 
“Hunting is a serious 
activity and so is teach-
ing, and both cherish 
custom and ritual, 
traditional modes of 
thinking and behavior 
that give them an ethical 
dimension. Both are 
deeply connected to 
those mortal matters 
that touch the heart. The 
woods and the weather 
and the chemistry of each 
class constantly change; 
and as much as we long 
for it, neither teach-
ing nor hunting allows 
for the word encore. 
This, whatever it is, will never happen the same way twice.” — From 
English Professor Emeritus Robert Benson’s Wedding the 
Wild Particular, a recently published collection of essays 
that explores the connections between the academic life 
and the outdoor life.

Sewanee is taking advantage both of produce 

grown on the newly reopened University Farm 

and of the Cumberland Food Hub, a local 

clearinghouse, to buy from local farmers, fur-

ther increasing the University’s impact on the 

local economy.
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ARE YOU A SEWANEE 
graduate who always 
sensed that you’re at 
least a little smarter and 

more socially adept than people you 
know who didn’t go to Sewanee? That 
the friendships you formed in col-
lege are somehow truer, deeper, more 
long-lasting? That your spiritual side 
is more developed? Turns out, ac-
cording to a new college rating system, 
those might be more than just feelings.

Ratings by the Alumni Factor, as it’s called, are based on 
survey responses from graduates of 177 colleges and universities 
and are intended to paint a picture of a school’s quality based 
on the success — defined in a number of different ways — of 
its alumni, rather than the test scores of its admitted students. 
“We want to pierce the bubble of reputation to understand how 
graduates actually perform post-graduation — and hear what 
they have to say about the job their college did to prepare them,” 
says the guide’s introduction.

If you’re anything like the Sewanee alumni who responded 
to the survey, you’re likely to think your college did a pretty good 
job of preparing you for life after graduation. In fact, Sewanee 
was ranked No. 8 among all college and universities for “Spiri-

Sewanee Tops Results-Based College Ranking

One Student Graduates 41 Years After First 
Enrolling at Sewanee
New Sewanee graduate Jayne Bibb, shown here with her 
husband Julian Bibb, C’73, re-enrolled in the 2010 Ad-
vent semester after a 36-year “leave of absence.” Bibb was 
originally scheduled to graduate in 1976; a busy and happy 
life intervened until she was able to resume classes a few 
years ago. She graduated cum laude in May with honors 
in English.

tual Development,” No. 2 in “Devel-
oping Deep Friendships,” and No. 1 in 
both “Intellectual Development” and 
“Social Development.” Against the 
best institutions in the country — large 
public research universities, small lib-
eral arts schools, and Ivy League pow-
erhouses — Sewanee topped the list in 
some of the very categories that define 
why people go to college in the first 
place.

So … are you feeling smarter now?

Sewanee was ranked No. 8 among 

all college and universities for 

“Spiritual Development,” No. 2 in 

“Developing Deep Friendships,” and 

No. 1 in both “Intellectual Develop-

ment” and “Social Development.”
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tivities today is education. This 
year, many classes have visited 
the farm, there have been weekly 
open volunteer hours, and five 
work-study students have been 
working closely with Raicovich. 
From here, with Raicovich’s as-
sistance, an agricultural curricu-
lum can grow. 

Work in the garden offers a 
unique outlet to students, be-
yond teaching simply practical 

O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

A FTER OVER 40 YEARS OF dormancy, Se-
wanee’s University Farm has been reborn. Thanks 
to a decision made last spring to revive the farm, 
Gina Raicovich, who holds a master’s degree in 

environmental studies from the University of Montana, was 
hired to be the farm manager. “It’s exciting to be here because 
we’re building something new,” she says. “I’m not just being 
plugged into something others have going.”

The farm once produced enough food to sustain the 
kitchen for the entire campus. Now, with only .4 acres under 
cultivation, produce from the plot is being supplied to the 
University’s McClurg Dining Hall, but the focus of farm ac-

A Fresh Start
With direction and imagination, the University Farm is growing new life.
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Through NCHIP Program, Sewanee Takes 
Innovative Approaches to High-Risk Drinking

For the last year and a half, Sewanee has participated 
in a unique nationwide initiative to address the dan-
gers of high-risk drinking among college students, 

joining a select group of colleges and universities in the 
National College Health Improvement Project (NCHIP). 
Institutions participating in the project were asked to seek 
innovative solutions, to document their efforts thoroughly, 
and to share their successes and challenges with one another.

Prior to joining NCHIP, Sewanee had been work-
ing actively to confront the challenges posed by alcohol on 
campus through a comprehensive (and nationally recog-
nized) model called “Think First,” which stressed educa-
tion, intervention, enforcement, and community collabo-
ration. “Through NCHIP, we built on the foundation of 
Think First to develop programs that encourage students 
and others to intervene in more direct ways,” says Alex 
Bruce, C’89, associate dean of students for campus life 
and NCHIP team leader.

The most direct intervention program tried by the 
NCHIP team is the Fog, a group of students trained in 
how to respond to their peers before situations get out of 
hand. Fog teams have been attending parties since January 
2012, and Warren Snead, C’14, president of Kappa Alpha 
Order, says he has appreciated having them at KA’s par-
ties. “The Fog has done a great job of distributing water, 
Gatorade, and granola bars to encourage students to take a 
break from drinking alcohol,” Snead says. “It’s been reas-
suring to know that there are more sets of responsible eyes 
ensuring the safety of students.”

Dr. Dave Spaulding, director of the University Coun-
seling Services agrees. “In the 15 years I have been here, the 
Fog is the first initiative that I have seen genuinely help with 
the problem of excessive drinking,” he says.

There are signs to suggest that the campus climate is 
turning toward more healthful moderation. Total alcohol-
related incidents are down this year; “report cards” filled 
out separately by Fog teams and police officers indicate that 
parties are safe; and on a monthly survey, fewer students 
are reporting alcohol-related harms (such as “I forgot what 
I said or did,” “I did something I regretted,” and “I missed 
a class”) in 2012-13 than in 2011-12. “But no one on the 
NCHIP team thinks we’re done,” says Bruce. 

“We’ll keep trying and testing to get the best sense 
of the most successful ideas, and we’ll count on students 
to continue their efforts to make Sewanee the safest and 
healthiest environment possible.”

skills. One of the farm work-study students, Stella Pfau, C’13, 
says, “It’s a great feeling to use not only our minds but our bod-
ies, whether it is hoeing the ground or sowing seeds or har-
vesting — it’s a much needed break, a nice recharge from the 
often dominantly intellectual world we so easily fall into here 
at Sewanee.” 

More farm initiatives can be looked for in the coming 
months. Raicovich is already introducing animals to the farm, 
with 30 chickens, three pigs, and three goats currently in resi-
dence. In addition to the animals, the current plot is going to 
be expanded, and students have started work on constructing 
a spiral herb garden in front of McClurg to bring the work of 
farming to a more visible spot on campus. 
— Rebekah Hildebrandt, C’13

“It’s a great feeling to use not only our 
minds but our bodies, whether it is hoe-
ing the ground or sowing seeds or har-
vesting — it’s a much needed break, a 
nice recharge.”
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A Matter of Trust
Ning Tang, C’99, used lessons from Sewanee’s 
Honor Code to change the way those most in 
need of credit in China gain access to it.

By Scott Wilson, professor of politics
Photo by Matthew Niederhauser

W hen Ning Tang, C’99, stepped into 
his classroom to take his first exam at 
Sewanee, he looked around and won-

dered where the professor was hiding. Perhaps the 
professor was at the back of the room or behind 
one-way mirrors observing the students, Tang 
thought. Bewildered, he turned to one of his class-
mates and asked, “Where is the professor?” After 
being reassured that this was typical for Sewanee, 
Tang came to understand the Honor Code, but 
more importantly, he came to realize the impor-
tance of trust.



While at Sewanee, Tang completed 
majors in computer science and eco-
nomics. Through his work in econom-
ics, Tang learned that trust in business 
partners was crucial to developing an 
advanced economy. Trust helps to reduce 
transaction costs, in this case the amount 
of money necessaryw to ensure that the 
other side keeps its part of the bargain. In 
his home country, China, people lacked 
trust in the business and legal system, so 
they had to rely on personal relations to 
enforce agreements.

“In China, people have to wine and 
dine a dozen times before trusting each 
other,” Tang says. “They have to do all 
of that to establish point-to-point trust. 
After so many social meetings, then two 
people can have trust, but what if you 
transact with somebody else? You have 
to repeat all of this.” According to Tang’s 
analysis, reliance on personal relations 
was impeding China’s market economy 
from fully developing and was increasing 
the costs of doing business.

Tang’s insight was that China’s 
economy needed some institutionalized 
means of addressing the creditworthiness 
or trustworthiness of a person or busi-
ness. The United States has several agen-
cies that evaluate creditworthiness, which 
facilitates borrowing. China had no in-
dependent organization to judge bor-

rowing capacity, so private businesses and 
entrepreneurs found it very difficult to 
gain access to capital. Poor farmers and 
even middle-class entrepreneurs were 
particularly harmed by not being able to 
borrow capital. Aiming to help them gain 
access to capital, in 2006 Tang started a 
company called CreditEase (Yixin, in Chi-
nese). The second character in the Chi-
nese name of CreditEase, xin is the root 
of the words for “trust” and “credit” in 
Chinese. The trust that he found in the 
Sewanee honor system helped to shape 
his understanding of credit and, indi-
rectly, led to his founding of CreditEase.

A High-Growth Population

In 2006, CreditEase began with fewer 
than 10 employees, but it has grown 
to employ more than 12,000 peo-

ple. CreditEase has become the largest 
micro-lender in China. From the 16th-
story office space in one of the “Soho” 
high-rises in Beijing’s bustling central 
business district, Tang and CreditE-

ase employees coordinate their work in 
80 Chinese cities and 20 rural locales. 
CreditEase aims for “financial inclu-
sion,” so “coverage throughout China 
is very important,” according to Tang. 
The first segment of CreditEase’s busi-
ness practice is extension of loans to 
China’s “underserved populations” in-
cluding salaried workers who also have 
a micro-entrepreneurial business that 
they have started, college students, and 
poor farmers. Tang explained that such 
people are underserved because “no one 
can tell that they are creditworthy.” While 
typical financial institutions looked at 
such Chinese people as not being cred-
itworthy, Tang looked at them and saw a 
“high-growth population.” Tang sees this 
population as quite distinct from low-
er- and middle-class borrowers in the 
United States. “In the U.S., poor people 
are often borrowing for consumption, 
emergency needs, or something else. In 
China, the vast majority of the borrow-
ing need is for micro-entrepreneurs to 
invest in people themselves or in their 
businesses. It is very productive, very 
entrepreneurial in nature.” Indeed, that 
widespread entrepreneurial spirit has in-
vigorated China’s economy, although its 
state-run credit system held back some of 
its growth potential.

CreditEase evaluates underserved 

A  M A T T E R  O F  T R U S T

“In China, people have to wine 

and dine a dozen times before 

trusting each other,” Tangs says. 

“They have to do all of that to 

establish point-to-point trust. 

After so many social meetings, 

then two people can have trust, 

but what if you transact with 

somebody else? You have to 

repeat all of this.”
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individuals’ capacity to borrow and repay 
loans, helping them to establish cred-
it. Once the entrepreneurs have been 
deemed worthy of loans, they can gain 
access to capital for their entrepreneurial 
undertakings. CreditEase helps borrow-
ers receive credit from “investors” (Tang 
shies away from the term “lenders”), in-
stitutional lenders including micro-
finance institutions, and individuals.

 “Whoever is interested in invest-
ing in the underserved population is 
our partner,” says Tang. CreditEase has 
established working relationships with 
local, small-scale financial organiza-
tions throughout China and through 
which CreditEase extends credit. Cred-
itEase has developed an online lending 
portal to help pair investors with people 
needing a small capital infusion, usu-
ally just $16 to $32. Most of the in-
vestors in CreditEase are “middle 
to middle-high income” people. Such 
persons have a moderate amount of dis-
posable income they can deploy through 
CreditEase to make money while also 
helping underserved micro-entrepre-
neurs desperate for a small extension of 
credit. Unlike other person-to-person 
microcredit programs in which investors 
pick to whom they wish to extend credit, 
however, CreditEase evaluates potential 
borrowers for the investors. To date, 

40,000 investors have used the online 
service to give credit to rural borrowers. 
Another 50,000 investors have provided 
funds to 200,000 micro-entrepreneurs 
and students who need loans.

CreditEase’s services also target mid-
level entrepreneurs, including invest-
ments of larger sums than those available 
through their online customers, as well 
as consultation and training on sophisti-
cated business techniques and strategies. 
Tang’s company works with micro-entre-
preneurs to develop time-management 
skills, human resources practices, and 
marketing programs including use of 
the internet and social media like weibo, 
a Chinese network similar to Twitter. 
Most of the purchasers of these services 
are middle to middle-high income en-
trepreneurs who need support from 
CreditEase to expand and improve their 
operations. CreditEase has partnered 
with some of China’s top universities to 

offer short courses of a practical business 
nature for micro-entrepreneurs, spread-
ing their services to a wider audience.

An Idea Germinates

The idea for CreditEase took shape 
over Tang’s 15 years of studies 
and work. Prior to studying at 

Sewanee, Tang began his undergradu-
ate work at Beijing University in China. 
Immediately following the June 4, 1989, 
protest movement, students at many of 
China’s best-known universities were re-
quired to spend time learning from dis-
advantaged citizens, usually poor farmers 
in the countryside. While at Beijing Uni-
versity, Tang saw firsthand the poverty of 
China’s farming population. One reason 
that China’s farmers were poor was their 
insufficient access to credit, not a lack of 
entrepreneurial instincts.

Tang left Beijing University to pursue 
an education at Sewanee, arriving in the 
fall of 1995. In addition to his introduc-
tion to the Honor Code and important 
economic principles, Tang had the oppor-
tunity to learn more about micro-credit. 
During the summer of 1997, Tang went 
to Bangladesh, where he interned with the 
Grameen Bank, founded by Nobel Laure-
ate Mohammad Yunus. There he began to 
see the transformative power of loans and 
the creditworthiness of poor rural women.

Ning Tang’s insight was that 

China’s economy needed some 

institutionalized means of ad-

dressing the creditworthiness or 

trustworthiness of a person or

business. China had no inde-

pendent organization to judge 

borrowing capacity, so private 

businesses and entrepreneurs 

found it very difficult to gain

access to capital.
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After graduating from Sewanee, 
Tang went to work for the investment 
bank Donaldson, Lufkin, Jenrette on 
Wall Street before it was acquired by 
Credit Suisse. His time on Wall Street 
trained him in the details of sophisti-
cated use of credit and the management 
of large organizations. When he returned 
to China, Tang had the financial skills 
and key insights about China’s economic 
challenges to make a significant impact.

Rural Microcredit Transforming Lives

Yinongdai, one of the four pro-
grams that CreditEase runs, 
focuses on offering credit to 

impoverished rural women throughout 
China’s countryside. The program has 
received substantial coverage in China’s 
press and become a model case study 
at business programs in China’s lead-
ing universities. One location where the 
rural credit program operates is Xixi-
ang County, about 50 miles southwest 
of Xi’an, home to China’s famous ter-
racotta warriors. In 2009, over 21 per-
cent of Xixiang County’s population of 
420,000 were categorized as “impov-
erished, defined as earning less than 
1,000 yuan (approximately $125) per 
year. By comparison, the average wage 
fetched in a major city such as Shanghai 
was almost 43,000 yuan (approximately 
$6,400 dollars) in 2009. In places such 
as Xixiang County, CreditEase partners 
with local organizations to provide funds 

to women, and in this case, CreditEase 
worked with the local women’s develop-
ment association to pair investors with 
micro-credit borrowers.

Yang Xiaoyan, who had been turned 
away from credit programs before, was 
one of the recipients of credit through the 
CreditEase program. Her husband had a 
crippled hand, and she had an elemen-
tary-school-age daughter to raise, so the 
family’s finances were tight. In fact, her 
family was the poorest in the village. In 
2006, through the CreditEase program, 
Yang was able to borrow 1,000 yuan to 
buy equipment for growing mushrooms, 
and in the first year of operation she 
cleared more than 1,000 yuan. The fol-
lowing year, she was able to secure a loan 
for 2,000 yuan in order to double the 
size of her business. With leftover funds, 
she purchased a few sheep to raise. When 
Yang is not cultivating mushrooms, she 

keeps busy tending six sheep and more 
than 50 chickens to supplement her 
family income. Six years after receiving 
her first micro-credit investment, Yang’s 
family income rose from 2,000 yuan to 
over 20,000 yuan (over $3,000).

In the same Xixiang County, Huang 
Cuiping and her family struggled to eke 
out a living. She explained the challenges 
that her family faced: “Up through 2008, 
we were very poor, and my husband 
worked as a migrant laborer in cities. We 
didn’t have any education, so we had to 
rely upon hard labor to get by. Each year 
we whittled down our resources until we 
had nothing left. I thought about start-
ing a tea farm, but there was no money. 
Our relatives would not lend us money, 
and the bank would not approve a loan.” 
Huang was precisely the type of person 
who CreditEase’s rural credit program 
sought to help — people who were anxious 
to ply their skills and labor to business 
but who were not deemed “creditwor-
thy” by banks and even relatives. Utterly 
destitute, Huang was able to borrow just 
3,000 yuan through CreditEase’s credit 
with the women’s development associa-
tion in 2007, enough to enable her to 
start a tea farm and buy all of the equip-
ment required to process tea leaves. Her 
tea business has proved a great success, 
having won several awards. Huang ex-
pressed her “deep thanks to the associa-
tion and the ordinary people who extend-
ed credit” through CreditEase.

A  M A T T E R  O F  T R U S T

Through the CreditEase pro-

gram, Yang Xiaoyan, who had 

been turned away from credit 

programs before, was able to 

borrow 1,000 yuan to buy 

equipment for growing mush-

rooms. Six years after receiving 

her first micro-credit invest-

ment, Yang’s family income 

rose from 2,000 yuan to over 

20,000 yuan.
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Doing Well by Doing Good

In the summer of 2012, when news 
of Tang’s being named an “outstand-
ing Communist Party member” ar-

rived by email to Sewanee, most people 
did not know quite how to interpret it. 
“Isn’t Tang working in business?” was a 
logical reaction. Tang’s selection for the 
award says as much about the chang-
ing landscape of China’s economy and 
politics as it does about Tang’s work at 
CreditEase. The selection process for the 
award reveals the methodical bureaucracy 
of the Communist Party and its inventive 
use of new media to solicit participation. 
The process began with the Communist 
Party organization in the central business 
district of Beijing, where CreditEase is 
located, nominating Tang for the award. 
Thereafter, each layer of the party had to 
select him from a narrowing field of can-
didates. Finally, the party had an online 
portal with information about each of the 
candidates where the public could air its 
opinions on the candidates before the fi-
nal selection was made. 

Tang joined the Communist Party 
before arriving in Sewanee, as did many 
ambitious youth in China at the time. 
The fact that Tang has become a highly 
successful entrepreneur does not con-
tradict the membership and current ide-
als of the Communist Party. Although 
China did not allow private ownership 
of businesses as late as 1978, China has 
moved dramatically in the direction of 

foreign and domestic capitalist develop-
ment. Since the mid-1990s, the party 
has recruited “red capitalists,” as they 
are sometimes called, into its ranks. Red 
capitalists are owners of China’s private 
businesses — usually large, successful 
businesses — who the Communist Party 
has successfully attracted to its ranks. At 
China’s 18th National Party Congress in 
November 2012, over one percent of the 
delegates were red capitalists, an indica-
tion of their growing power within the 
Communist Party.

Tang’s work at CreditEase makes him 
a shade more red and a bit less capitalist 
than a typical red capitalist. His business 
model dovetails nicely with the Commu-
nist Party’s goals of addressing the gross 
stratification that has emerged with Chi-
na’s post-1978 capitalist reforms. Tang 
explained how his approach to micro-
credit fits into China’s commitment to 
human rights: “When we talk about hu-
man rights in China, it is very important 

to really give people rights, to give people 
access to services and products not tradi-
tionally available to them. For the poor, 
for the underserved population, this 
means having access to financial services, 
to education and training services.” 

Extending credit to those people 
who are not deemed credit-worthy allows 
citizens to enrich themselves through 
their own efforts, rather than rely on 
government welfare programs, which 
remain underdeveloped in China. Tang 
even sees CreditEase contributing to one 
of the Communist Party’s current human 
rights standards, the “right to enrich 
oneself.” From the Communist Party’s 
perspective, CreditEase helps to relieve 
tension in Chinese society by reducing 
the economic and status gaps between the 
emerging wealthy class of people and the 
poor who have experienced stagnant in-
come growth for the last 20 years.

When I first met Tang during his un-
dergraduate days at Sewanee, in 1995, I 
asked him what he hoped to do back in 
China. His answer at that time was “to 
become president.” Certainly, Tang is far 
from becoming China’s leading politi-
cian, but his work at CreditEase is being 
watched and lauded by the Communist 
Party. His work is also earning heartfelt 
praise from recipients of investment and 
from investors. For now, Tang will have to 
settle for being CEO of CreditEase, but 
do not be surprised if you hear about his 
rise in political circles in the near future.

Tang’s work at CreditEase 

makes him a shade more red 

and a bit less capitalist than a 

typical red capitalist. His busi-

ness model dovetails nicely with 

the Communist Party’s goals 

of addressing the gross strati-

fication that has emerged with 

China’s post-1978 capitalist 

reforms.
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A year and a half ago, I lived alone in Brooklyn, stole toilet pa-
per from dive bars, and occasionally fell asleep while eating string cheese. 
Now I’m surrounded by blonde 19-year-olds who call me “ma’am.” I ask 
the students to stop, but they say it’s a habit. Except they don’t call each oth-
er “ma’am.” Probably because each other don’t own dishwashers. I have a 
washing machine too. Honestly, the me from four months ago would call me 
“ma’am.” I haven’t changed, but my address has, and with it the societal role 
I’m expected to play.

I used to hang out with comedians. We’d sit for hours, night after night, 
cracking jokes and one-upping each other. I didn’t have a serious conver-
sation for years. However, I did get to sarcastically say the phrase “ba-ba-
ba-gooey” a few dozen times in one month. Less common were questions 
such as, “How did you feel when your sister ran away?” or even, “Do you 
have a sister?” In fact, sincere questions were usually setups in disguise and 

FISH
OUT OF

Water
A New York comedienne adjusts to 

life on the Mountain.
By Jane Borden
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this 3,000-person fishbowl. I’ll have 
to entertain my husband’s colleagues in 
our home, and attend cocktail parties at 
the vice-chancellor’s house. I’ll have to 
change out of my pajamas before driv-
ing to the Sewanee Market to buy ramen. 
I should probably stop buying ramen. I 
can’t even order it: SPO would know.

So, while my husband prepared to 
impart wisdom to his upcoming classes 
— at his new job, which was also his first 
job — I began tackling the long and ar-
duous task of not ruining it for him. For 
the first time since I turned 18, someone 
else might be held accountable for my ac-
tions. My behavior — in the coffee shop, 
the gym, the pub — would also be a repre-
sentation of my husband’s character.

When Nathan and I attended a wel-
come event hosted by the dean, 
even though I’d left my proverbial 
novelty hand buzzer at home, I still 
felt like a pig in lipstick. I was sure they’d 
see through me, that I was betraying my-
self at every turn. While juggling a glass 
of white wine and a plate of finger foods, 
I chatted with other new faculty members 
and significant others. I admired items 
of clothing, inquired about moving de-
tails, and generally kept the talk small, 
hoping they couldn’t read my thoughts. 
But I did high-five the dean.

It was an accident, it really was, I 
swear. He was talking to one of the clas-
sics professors, Chris, with whom Na-
than and I were already friendly. So when 
I passed him and the dean on my way to 
the bar, I waved. This caused Chris to 
ask, “Are you leaving?”

“No,” I said. “I’m headed to the oth-
er room.”

“Oh,” he replied. “I thought you 
were waving goodbye … either that or you 
wanted a high-five.”

And then he held his hand aloft. 
He definitely did it to demonstrate his 
confusion, and nothing else. But I had 
an involuntary response. My brain was 
a five-year-old at a birthday party and 
Chris’s hand was piñata candy on the 

that’s visible from miles away and, prob-
ably, space.

“Ba-ba-ba-gooey! Right? Am I 
right? No one? Crickets. Literal crick-
ets. What’s that? They’re called cicadas?” 
Uh-oh, this could get ugly for me. They 
say that college prepares one for life. In 
my case, life ill-prepared me for college.

During my first week on campus, 
I was certain I’d been brought here 
by the Ghost of Christmas Present. 
“Oooooooo, Jaaaane: Behold the life 
you could have had! Remember when 
you wanted to be a professor? Before 
you spent 12 years in New York drink-
ing High Life and pretending your boobs 
could talk? Ahhhhhhhh, if only you’d 
exercised better judgment. See how eru-
dite they are, how sophisticated. Regard 
their self fulfillment!” And then the 
ghost would whoosh me back to my old 
apartment in Brooklyn, which would in-
explicably be filled with Funyuns.

But no, as it turns out, I really do 
live here, in an environment that truly 
deserves respect, as part of an institution 
dedicated to knowledge and the moral 
instruction of tomorrow’s generation. 
And I may as well be wearing an “I’m with 
stupid” shirt. I have no idea how to be-
have, except for a sudden awareness that 
my instincts can no longer be trusted. 
New York is the land of extended ado-
lescence; I arrived here as a 34-year-old 
yahoo. I take jokes too far and giggle at 
inappropriate times. Babies make me 
laugh because their brains are still so stu-
pid. Then again, clearly I’m not a total 
bozo, as someone did agree to marry me. 
I’m at this strange crossroads: You think 
you can take me to a fancy restaurant, but 
it’s also possible I’ll order my entrée by 
burping the word “salmon.”

The students are more mature than 
I am. They have exquisite manners 
and grooming. It would be better for 
everyone if I were less visible. Not only 
should I set an example for the students, 
but I have to behave everywhere, all the 
time. Except there’s nowhere to hide in 
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therefore approached with suspicion. 
“Crazy storm, eh?” or “Did you catch the 
Presidential debate?” are both actually 
prompts for the person being asked to 
open her eyes wide, thrust her head for-
ward, and reply, with great exaggeration, 
“Ba-ba-ba-gooey!”

Now I’m surrounded by youthful 
idealism and genuine, openheart-
ed, wide-eyed sincerity. While I was 
sitting in Stirling’s Coffee House one 
day, a student entered with his girlfriend, 
sat at the table next to me, and asked her 
if she would like to hear his latest poem. 
She would. So he read it, the poem, read 
it out loud, in public, for all to hear, a 
poem, his poem. It thrashed with emo-
tion, by turns angry and soft, taking to 
task the false and the poseurs. The read-
er looked intensely at his girlfriend. I 
looked quizzically for the hidden camera. 
Where was I? By which I mean, in which 
dimension?

In New York, I was surrounded by 
eight million other sarcastic jerks and, 
anyway, there wasn’t much to take seri-
ously. Sure, there are world-class mu-
seums, the United Nations, and the 
Statue of Liberty, but those are few and 
far between; 99 percent of New York is 
comprised of crippled pigeons and hair 
gel. In that environment, it was accept-
able to point and laugh. I was normal. 
But then my husband was hired to teach 
at Sewanee and we moved to a place wor-
thy of reverence, an institution of higher 
learning that is literally atop an elevated 
plateau and whose historic stone archi-
tecture renders every building a castle. 
Legend holds that its skies are home to 
angels, who frolic together off-duty be-
cause nothing bad can happen on “the 
Domain.” The natural, protected wood-
ed landscape is so pristine that even the 
deer roam freely, and without fear, be-
tween the many lookout points on the 
bluff’s perimeter, all of which gaze upon 
the pastoral farmland abutting the Cum-
berland Plateau, and one of which is 
marked with a 60-foot tall white cross 
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ground. So I went for it. And then im-
mediately felt embarrassed. A moment of 
awkward silence passed before, looking at 
me with big, round eyes, the dean softly 
spoke, “I want one too.”

God bless the dean. OK, so even 
though these people have superhuman 
brains, which they’ve dedicated to the 
future of America, they’re still people. I 
guess I didn’t think they’d be robots. Or 
Puritans. I didn’t think I was moving to 
that town from Footloose. Still, I bet the 
only reason he high-fived me is because 
he was also working on instinct, i.e. the 
one that makes him good with students, 
and not because he wanted to start a slap 
fight, i.e., what I was hoping for.

Probably the only place on campus I 
can be considered normal is inside a fra-
ternity house. But of course, that won’t 
happen. Sure, this segment of the com-
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In New York, 
I was surrounded by eight 
million other sarcastic jerks 
and, anyway, there wasn’t much 
to take seriously. Sure, there are world-

class museums, the United Nations, and the Statue 

of Liberty, but 99 percent of New York is comprised 

of crippled pigeons and hair gel. In that environ-
ment, it was acceptable to point and laugh.

I was normal.
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munity is teeming with men of question-
able taste: I once spotted a guy on the 
Beta house lawn standing ankle deep in 
a kiddie pool, holding one of those over-
sized double-sided foam mallets, wear-
ing nothing but boxers. The look on his 
face was ecstatic, beatific, pure exquisite 
joy. He bobbed up and down, bending 
at the knees, waiting for … a slumber-
party gladiator splash-fight? I don’t know 
his purpose, but his effort was divine. I 
shared his joy. However, I will never share 
his kiddie pool. Students? No way. Even 
I have ground rules, and one of them is 
wearing socks.

Seriously, college kids of Sewanee, 
what’s the aversion to soft footwear? I 
see you on campus in your dress shoes, 

I don’t feel like an adult, 
much less a professor’s wife, 
but there are only two catego-
ries in this town, and when I 
look at the students, I know I’m 
not one of them. If I try, I can remember 

a previous attraction to short shorts and flip-flops as 

a deliberate male fashion choice. But the recollec-
tion requires great concentration.



his head but then curls up and outward 
at the ends, adding an extra two inches 
of diameter to the circumference of his 
head? It’s like he’s wearing an enormous 
fashion sun-hat made out of human hair 
... or maybe an invisible yarmulke? ... so 
hot.”

A great distance of no man’s land lies 
between the two groups, so if I don’t go 
with students, I must belong with teach-
ers. But I fear I won’t fit with them ei-
ther. If I just start wearing bow ties, will 
I magically develop a taste for sherry and 
know what Modernism is? Even if I tried, 
my neck would probably cast off the tie, 
reject it like a foreign kidney — I’ve always 
had a knee-jerk reaction to authority:

“You can’t make me turn down can-
dy from strangers.”

“I think I’ll invest all my money in 
bonds.”

“Maybe I like third-press olive oil 
better, Rachael Ray!”

What a waste of time. The arrow 
on my “I’m with stupid” T-shirt points 
at me. Surely this is my problem at Se-
wanee. The reason every synapse in my 
body is firing the message to point and 
laugh is because I’m hardwired to mock 
authority, and this is a university, a lit-
eral institution, one of the purest forms 
of authority. How can it not be when part 
of my husband’s job is to discipline chil-
dren? And when he does so while wearing 
a cape?! I know they’re technically gowns. 
But, come on: they’re long and black and 
superhero-y. Can’t we call a cape a cape? 
No? Because they’re a beloved tradition 
dating back more than 100 years? OK, 
that makes sense. And you pass them 
along from graduate to graduate so each 
carries a story? Well, that’s lovely.

But what about the castles? Even the 
gym looks like one. When I work out, 
because the free weights are in the base-
ment, I like to pretend that the football 
players’ grunts are actually the woeful 
bellows of dungeon prisoners. It’s hi-
larious. It’s absurd! Does no one see the 
absurdity? No. You don’t. You think the 
architecture is beautiful. And inspiring. 

And you’re right. When I think about it, I 
know you’re right. Of course I agree.

I do want to fit in. I want to partici-
pate, figure out what everyone else seems 
to know. I saw a group gathered outside 
Shapard Tower to hear the carillon play 
“Dueling Banjos.” I spied faculty mem-
bers playing soccer in Fowler during 
their lunch break. In Stirling’s, I over-
heard one group of students quoting 
Shakespeare, while another daydreamed 
over getting Bran Potter to star in its 
horror movie.

I mean, geez, at Sewanee, as far as I 
can tell, The Man is cool.

In many places, students view schol-
arship as a separate thing, a gauntlet to be 
feared or a burden to muddle through. 
But here they’re engaged. Enthusiastic. 
They genuinely think my husband is cool.

Also, the distinctions turned out 
to be blurrier than I’d assumed. Aisle-
crossing between the faculty and student 
body is not only a regular occurrence, 
but appears to be a hallmark of the Se-
wanee experience. Over the past year, 
even I, though warily, have entertained 
interactions with students. I participated 
in a controlled burn of several acres near 
Lake Dimmick with a nice kid — a large 
fellow — who goes by the nickname “Big 
Country”; when I asked why he’s called 
that, he replied in a thick drawl, “Look 
at me.” Also, Nathan and I frequently 
attend concerts by a beautifully talented 
young singer-songwriter named Bea 
Troxel. And I even became pals with that 
slumber-party-splash-fight-gladiator 
from the Beta house lawn.

I won’t tell you his name, but if you 
were in a certain local restaurant last 
spring, you might have seen it graffitied 
on the ladies’ room wall. It was an unfor-
tunate circumstance, which I then used 
to embarrass him for my own personal 
entertainment, which is to say, some-
times, being The Man can make life 
more hilarious.
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loafers, boat shoes, even sneakers, with 
nothing between them and your bare 
feet. Do socks represent The Man? Or 
maybe it’s that, because you’re 18, every-
thing is constantly blowing your mind 
and knocking them off. Oh, you say it’s 
only because you ran out, and don’t know 
how to do laundry. OK, but that’s also 
one of my ground rules.

Anyway, it’s good that I don’t want to 
party with students. That would be sad. 
Regardless, they definitely don’t want to 
hang with me. I am unfathomably old in 
their eyes. To a college student, anyone 
over the age of 30 blends together; to 
them, we all kind of look like Jerry Lewis.

I may have been young in New York, 
but here, I’m older than some of 
the professors, who are specifically 
hired to be The Man. My husband is 
The Man. I married The Man! There’s 
no way around it: I’m The Man.

It’s suddenly obvious. My new role 
is inescapable. Last year, there was a kid 
on campus who’s blind. Since he was a 
freshman, he had to memorize the layout 
of everything. I helped him a couple of 
times in Stirling’s, so when my husband 
had an occasion to meet him, he said, 
“Oh, I think you know my wife, Jane.” 
The student thought hard for a few sec-
onds and responded, “Yes — she’s old, 
right?”

He couldn’t even see my crow’s feet, 
and he knew! Perhaps old-dar is a sixth 
sense you develop when lacking one of 
the basic five.

I don’t feel like an adult, much less 
a professor’s wife, but there are only two 
categories in this town, and when I look 
at the students, I know I’m not one of 
them. If I try, I can remember a previ-
ous attraction to short shorts and flip-
flops as a deliberate male fashion choice. 
But the recollection requires great con-
centration, which only illustrates exactly 
how long it’s been since I’ve thought: 
“Ooh, look at his floppy unkempt hair! 
I love that he hasn’t cut it in months or 
washed it in days. And the way it’s flat on 

Fish out of Water



H I S T O R Y

ONE HUNDRED 
and one years ago, 
t he unsinkable 
RMS Titanic sank on 

its maiden voyage across the At-
lantic. Last year’s centennial of 
the great naval tragedy reminds 
us of the death that April night 
of a Sewanee graduate so influ-
ential that he brought a sitting 
American president to Sewanee 
and then had that same sitting 
president, William Howard 
Taft, twice eulogize him in May 
1912. Archibald Willingham 
Butt remains, a century later, 
one of Sewanee’s most distin-
guished graduates, yet almost as 
mysterious and enigmatic as he 
was the day he died in 1912.

Archie, as he was always called, registered at Sewanee at age 
17 in 1882. Born in Augusta, Ga., on Sept. 26, 1865, to Joshua 
W. Butt and Pamela Robertson, he attended the Summerville 
School until his father died in 1879. His father, who had fought 
in the Civil War, and had modest economic success, was no 
Southern aristocrat, before or after the war. With his death, the 
family soon fell on hard times. 

Butt’s mother, Pamela Robertson, who had also come from 
a solid gentry background, epitomized the diligent, resource-
ful, zealous Southern widow, the original “steel magnolias” who 
struggled to survive after the Civil War. With the aid of an Epis-
copal priest, in 1882 she got Archie accepted in the college at 
Sewanee. One story says she also arrived in Sewanee to work 
in the library and had a small apartment in Hodgson Library 
(currently Hodgson Hall); another version suggests she stayed 
in Tremlett Hall, the largest boarding house on campus. In any 
event, Pamela and her son were exceptionally close and his let-
ters to her were numerous, detailed, and continuous until her 
death in 1908.

Butt spent six years as a Se-
wanee student. Like all Sewanee 
students of the time, he had 
to perform military drill. Re-
ports differ on his military ap-
titude. Well-liked and active in 
the establishment of the Delta 
Tau Delta fraternity chapter at 
Sewanee, his real talent soon 
displayed itself in the student 
newspaper that was the forerun-
ner of the Sewanee Purple. At the 
graduation ceremonies in 1886 
he received, as was the custom of 
the time, certificates of achieve-
ment for chemistry, Latin, and 
moral sciences. Two years later, 
he graduated with a B.A. in 
English and a certificate in po-
litical science.

Butt toyed with the idea of a legal career but instead went 
to the Louisville Courier Journal as a young reporter for three years, 
then moved to Macon, Ga., for another year of newspaper 
work. Then he left for Washington where he served as the cor-
respondent for a group of Southern newspapers, including 
the Atlanta Constitution. Affable, ambitious, and ready to seize any 
opportunity, he then accepted a job offer to be an assistant to 
the new U.S. ambassador to Mexico, former Confederate Gen. 
Matt Ransom in 1895. While in Mexico City, he continued to 
write newspaper articles and remain in the public eye.

Then came 1898 and the Spanish-American War. Like 
Teddy Roosevelt, Butt understood the chance this might of-
fer to have a military career. Thanks to his carefully cultivated 
connections, he was assigned as a young officer to the Quarter-
master Corps. Admiral Dewey’s victory at Manila Bay gave him 
his real break. Assigned to move 557 horses to the Philippines 
to support the occupation, he decided to bypass any stop after 
embarkation, usually done in Hawaii to let the horses recuper-
ate and walk around. Instead Butt ordered them to go directly 

Archie Butt, Two Presidents, and the Titanic
By Vice-Chancellor Emeritus Samuel Williamson
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Major Archibald Butt was a friend, aide, and confidant to two U.S. presidents.



to the newly acquired colony and he accompanied them on the 
ship, often moving among the horses to calm them. All of the 
horses survived and arrived in good shape, a feat that won him 
plaudits from his military superiors. In February 1901 he be-
came a captain in the regular army. While in the Philippines, 
he also met Taft who had come as the first governor-general of 
the new colony.

Ordered back to Washington, where he met Theodore 
Roosevelt, now president, he worked in the Quartermaster De-
pot and once again began acquiring friends. In 1906, the Army 
ordered Butt to go to Havana and prepare for the arrival of the 
American occupation force. Once 
again, he excelled in the execution 
of logistical arrangements and won 
stirring praise from those under 
whom he served.

Then came the greatest break 
of all. He was recommended to 
Roosevelt to be his military aide. 
The president, who set a great 
store by his own connections with 
Georgia (his mother had grown up 
in Roswell), welcomed Butt. This 
position automatically made Butt a 
nearly constant companion to the president as they rode hors-
es, played tennis, and even went on cross-country rides to test 
some theory the president held. But the 43-year-old officer did 
far more: He became the virtual chief of protocol, a frequent 
drinking companion, and a sounding board for the president’s 
nearly continuous stream of ideas and potential projects.

W hen Roosevelt’s term ended, President Taft 
appointed Butt as his aide and then promoted 
him to major in 1911. He became Taft’s shad-
ow, even requesting a gun because they were 

alone so much and he wanted to protect the president. For re-
laxation, there were frequent rounds of golf with the somewhat 
rotund chief executive; the competition would often be with 
two multi-millionaires. Taft appears to have been more candid 
about political matters than Roosevelt. As Butt’s letters make 
clear, Taft often discussed political issues, the growing sense of 
apprehension that Roosevelt would challenge him in the 1912 
election, and how best to handle troublesome senators. In 1910 
and 1911, Butt accompanied Taft when he threw out the first ball 
of the new baseball season. And for several months at the end of 
1911, Butt actually lived in the White House, though he found it 
curbed his social activities because he could hardly invite friends 
to come as he would at his own residence.

Observers marveled at Butt’s energy, his complete dedica-
tion to both presidents, and his ability to appear to be com-

pletely politically non-partisan. A sharp sense of humor, his 
physical size accentuated by his nearly constant wearing of a full 
dress uniform, his athletic skills, his urbane sense of place, and 
his uncanny ability to read his environment made him an in-
valuable assistant.

Moreover, Butt liked to have a good time and wanted oth-
ers to have a good time. He and the man who may have been 
his life partner (the evidence on this is disputed), Frank Mil-
let, entertained frequently at 2000 G Street, NW, with sena-
tors, supreme court justices, and even President and Mrs. Taft 
in attendance. A consumer of gossip, though apparently very 

careful in its dispersal, Butt 
provided Washington social in-
telligence for both presidents, 
though more so for Taft because 
the relationship endured longer. 
Often, he provided useful intel-
ligence that served the political 
process well.

During his years with Taft, 
Butt never broke with Roosevelt. 
Indeed, he visited the Roosevelts 
at their summer home in Oyster 
Bay, N.Y., as a virtual member of 

the family in 1911. He was a friend to the Roosevelt children and 
moved easily among the energetic clan.

From the start of his work at the White House, Butt wrote 
lengthy letters to his mother and his sister-in-law, Clara. These 
letters, written almost immediately after the events they de-
scribe, have been compared to the diary of Samuel Pepys from 
the 17th century. However, Butt’s letters are more important. 
He was at the very center of the American political process for 
nearly five years. His constant proximity to the chief execu-
tives meant that he saw, heard, and then wrote about events and 
personalities that had just occurred. Insightful, thoughtful, 
balanced, detailed, with occasional bursts of florid rhetoric, 
Butt’s letters have remained a major source for historians writ-
ing about the Roosevelt and Taft presidencies and the growing 
estrangement between the two men.

The extensive letters also, of course, say something about 
the personality of Butt himself. Appreciative of his relationship 
with the two presidents, he remained at their constant disposal. 
But he did not try to intrude, and the letters indicate graceful 
withdrawals from the Oval Office when issues or personalities 
became too sensitive. Nor did he betray their confidences; he 
kept his mouth shut even as his letters were occasionally indis-
creet and revealing. His innate ability to create a sense of trust 
with those with whom he worked, his superior organizational 
skills among a very intimate White House staff, and his readi-
ness to execute an order are all revealed in his letters.
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Butt became the only Sewanee 

alumnus to have a sitting president 

deliver a memorial appreciation, 

indeed on two separate occasions, 

once in Augusta and then again in 

Washington.
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Butt had an eye for telling detail, for the multiple tasks that 
any president faces, and for the nearly continuous demands 
upon those in that office. He saw his role as easing the burden 
without becoming a burden, to be a part of the solution, not a 
part of the problem. In some ways, he was the hail-fellow-well-
met, striding about in his full dress uniform, and subtly re-
minding all of his role at the White House. Yet he also seems to 
have mastered a keen ability to work with his military superiors 
and to spend time with enlisted personnel, both at the White 
House and in Washington. An African American who knew 
him, once said he could walk with the mighty in the city and also 

associate with the lowest. In sum, he personified for many the 
image of a Sewanee man, both then and in the decades since. 
Still, he seems unique, one-of-a-kind.

At some point in the fall of 1911, Butt convinced President 
Taft to visit Sewanee, if only for a few hours. They arrived just 
after 8 a.m. and left three hours later. The Sewanee Purple of Nov. 
9 heralded the visit, carrying a picture of Butt on the front page. 
The story waxed eloquent. “Major Butt is a real example of that 
saying: ‘Once a Sewanee man, always a Sewanee man,’ and he 
has shown it by his continued loyalty and regard for the Uni-

versity, and in this particular instance by practically effecting 
the President’s visit to Sewanee. … Major Butt’s position in the 
country is one of prominence and one which he has achieved 
by his own painstaking effort.” A week later, the Sewanee Purple 
reported on the visit, telling of Taft’s glowing references to Butt 
and Col. William C. Gorgas (son of Vice-Chancellor Josiah 
Gorgas) of Panama Canal fame. The paper thought the presi-
dent would have fond recollections “of a truly unique Southern 
college town, in which he had the pleasure of experiencing a 
genuine example of true Southern hospitality.”

Major Butt, despite this personal success for his alma ma-

ter, increasingly found himself in an awkward position at the 
White House. By the end of 1911, tensions between the presi-
dent and his predecessor had increased, with mounting signs 
that Teddy intended to compete for the Republican nomina-
tion. Butt’s letters to Clara told of his anguish over this division 
between two men he had served and loved; nor could he ignore 
its impact on his health, as he felt “tuckered out” for the first 
time in his life. 

In the spring of 1912, Taft essentially forced Butt to take a 
break and make a six-week trip to Europe to recover. He would 

H I S T O R Y

William Taft became the only sitting U.S. president to visit Sewanee when Butt brought him to campus in 1911.



meet Millet in Italy, where Millet’s wife 
lived, and carry a message to the Pope 
that gave credence to the absence of Butt 
from Washington. The message to the 
Vatican, despite wild claims at the time, 
merely thanked Pius X for naming three 
American cardinals and asked for advice 
on social protocol issues.

Millet and Butt decided to sail back 
to the United States on the maiden voy-
age of the newest addition to the White 
Star Line, the RMS Titanic. Butt boarded 
the ship at Southampton on April 10 
and Millet later that day at Cherbourg. 
The ship steamed to its destiny. On the 
fateful night, the two men were ostensi-
bly playing cards in the first-class lounge 
when the Titanic hit the iceberg. The ship 
sank in just under three hours, with 
1,514 casualties.

Butt and Millet both perished, and 
Millet’s body was later recovered. Early 
press reports gave extensive attention to 
the heroic role played by Butt. “Stirring Stories Are Told Of 
Major Butt’s Heroism,” read the Sewanee Purple of April 25. He 
helped to load the lifeboats, prevented some men from taking 
the place of women, and acted, so reported one survivor, as if 
he was “at the White House reception, so cool and calm was he.” 
One account suggested that he and John Jacob Astor stood to-
gether as the ship’s stern finally went under the water, another 
that he had suggested that the band play “Nearer My God to 
Thee.” Later accounts suggest that some of the earlier reporting 
may have exaggerated Butt’s role. But he did go down and his 
body was not recovered.

Taft desperately hoped that Butt had survived. After his 
death was confirmed, President Taft traveled to Augusta, Ga., to 
deliver a eulogy at the Opera House. Thus Butt became the only 
Sewanee alumnus to have a sitting president deliver a memorial 
appreciation, indeed on two separate occasions, once in Au-
gusta and then again in Washington. Bishop Thomas F. Gailor, 
Sewanee’s chancellor at the time, wrote of the Augusta occasion: 
“[I] made an address on the life of Major Arch.W. Butt. The 
President spoke after me. There was a great audience.”

 Taft, who had trouble completing his remarks on this occa-
sion and again in Washington on May 5, when he could not fin-
ish, spoke in Augusta in very personal terms: “If Archie could 
have selected a time to die he would have chosen the one God 
gave him. His life was spent in self-sacrifice, serving others. His 
forgetfulness of self had become a part of his nature. Everybody 
who knew him called him Archie. I couldn’t prepare anything in 
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advance to say here. I tried, but couldn’t. 
He was too near me. He was loyal to my 
predecessor, Mr. Roosevelt, who select-
ed him to be a military aide, and to me 
he became as a son or a brother.”

In June, at Sewanee’s commence-
ment ceremony, Butt’s colleague and 
distinguished friend Col. Gorgas of 
Panama Canal fame, put it simply for 
the Sewanee family: “He was a good of-
ficer, admired and respected by all who 
came in contact with him. And if he had 
been killed in battle, he could not have 
met a more soldierly death.”

In the nation’s capital, almost im-
mediately and with a speed that modern-
day Washington seems to eschew, Con-
gress agreed to allow a memorial to Butt 
and Millet to be placed near the White 
House. Taft made the first contribu-
tion and among those who also contrib-
uted was Count Helmuth von Moltke, 
the chief of the Prussian General Staff, 

and one of the key German leaders in the start of World War I. 
Congress approved the project in August 1912 and work on the 
memorial fountain started in 1913 on the south eclipse of the 
White House lawn. It was dedicated without fanfare in Novem-
ber 1913, with Taft no longer in the White House.

In a step that revealed prescience or just his careful atten-
tion to detail, Major Butt, just prior to his departure in March 
1912, had asked Clara to safeguard the letters and never allow 
them to be edited or have any names excised. She followed his 
instructions. After Roosevelt’s death, Butt’s letters to him were 
published, and in 1930, the year Taft died, those with him were 
put into print. For historians, a treasure chest of new material 
had arrived.

Butt’s presence still lives on in Sewanee. On the left 
rear wall of All Saints’ Chapel there is a plaque:

“To commemorate the noble life and heroic 
death of Major Archibald Willingham Butt USA, an 

alumnus of Sewanee who gave his life in the service of others 
on the Titanic, April 15, 1912, in the greatest naval disaster in 
maritime history. This tablet is here placed by his brothers of 
Beta Theta chapter of Delta Tau Delta Fraternity.”

Many Sewanee men and women have had distinguished 
careers in the military and at the White House. But Archibald 
Willingham de Graffenreid Butt led the way; his legacy still casts 
a huge shadow and his letters serve as a constant reminder of 
public service and devotion to the American political process.

A window in the narthex of All Saints’ Chapel depicts Butt (left) and 
Taft (center) during the president’s visit.
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T H E O L O G I A

School of Theology Forming Ties to 
Cuban Seminary

TUCKED IN A BAY OFF THE Straits of Florida, 
a half dozen Episcopal seminarians study at the 
Seminario Evángelico de Teologia in Matanzas, 
Cuba. In the near future, seminarians and pro-

fessors from Sewanee could join them. In the past few years, 
the government of the Communist country has slowly loosened 
the reins of state control, allowing for more private commerce, 
property ownership, and other freedoms. Like the country, 
The Episcopal Church of Cuba is in the midst of a revitalization 
effort. The School of Theology is looking to take advantage of 

the gradual tide of reform to establish a bond with the ecumeni-
cal seminary in Matanzas.

John Solomon, Spanish instructor at The School of The-
ology, is spearheading the effort. “Visiting Cuba and finding 
out what we can do is right, given the changes that are occurring 
in the country,” Solomon says. “It’s an opportune time. The 
country is changing at a more rapid pace than I thought it would 
after my first trip in 2011. The needs are enormous, especially 
from the Church’s perspective.”

Solomon says the initial elements of a partnership with 

Seminario Evángelico de Teologia could in-
clude an immersion program to allow Se-
wanee students to study in Cuba and visiting 
professors to teach there. Another effort is to 
donate Spanish-language textbooks, clergy 
clothing, and used computers.

The possibility of Cuban students study-
ing in Sewanee also took a big leap forward 
in January, when that country greatly reduced 
travel restrictions, allowing many Cubans to 
travel abroad for the first time.

The Rt. Rev. Leo Frade, bishop of the 
Diocese of Southeast Florida, is active in 
Cuba and a strong proponent of eliminating 
U.S. embargos against the country. Frade, 

The possibility of Cuban students 

studying in Sewanee also took 

a leap forward in January, when 

that country greatly reduced 

travel restrictions, allowing many 

Cubans to travel abroad for the 

first time.

The Seminario Evángelico de Teologia in Matanzas, Cuba.
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T’77, is a native of Havana. After Cuba became a Communist 
country, ties were severed between The Episcopal Church in the 
U.S. and the Cuban church. Cuba became a secular state in 
1992, but Frade said The Episcopal Church of Cuba survived 
more than two decades under an official atheist government. 

“Overnight the relationship with the Cuban Episcopal 
Church was cut by their U.S. counterparts and without any pre-
vious preparation they were left penniless and with no support,” 
Frade says. “Regardless of that, they persevered even when they 
could not feed their families.”

“The School of Theology becoming involved with the 
Cuban seminary will strengthen the Episcopal identity of the 
seminarians there and help them feel they have not been left 
alone,” Frade says. “An exchange of ideas, theological thinking 
from both sides, will be beneficial to both institutions. I also 
believe that the Cuban Episcopalians and the seminary in Cuba 
can give the U.S. seminarians and The School of Theology a 
knowledge that faith and perseverance is able to conquer any 
obstacle that they may face in their future ministry.”

Solomon joined Frade and others on a pil-
grimage to Cuba in 2011. In January, Solomon 
returned to Cuba, this time with School of The-
ology student Alex Andujar. They visited both 
the Episcopal diocesan center in Havana and the 
Seminario Evángelico de Teologia.

Andujar, T’14, says he encourages every stu-
dent, regardless of their interest in Spanish lan-
guage or Latin ministry, to visit the island and its 
people. 

“Being my first trip to Cuba, the first im-
pression I had was of the sheer beauty of the 
place, the hospitality, and friendliness of ev-
eryone we met, and the faith of the people with 
whom we worshipped. Christian faith is an inte-
gral part in the lives of many people there and in 
some ways it is helping them keep going as they 
struggle,” he says.

The Episcopal, Methodist, and Presbyterian 
churches founded Seminario Evángelico de Teo-
logia in 1946. Today, the Episcopal and Presby-
terian churches operate the school, which is both 

residential and non-residential. About 25 seminarians live 
there, Solomon says, and about six of those are Episcopalians.

The School of Theology has links with seminaries in other 
countries, but Solomon, a native of Argentina, notes there are 
currently no strong links with schools in Latin America. He 
says he hopes to form relationships with The Episcopal Church 

in other Latin American 
countries, but the first 
step is with Cuba.

The Rt. Rev. Griselda Delgado Del Carpio presides over 
a service in the Seminario Evángelico de Teologia.

Alex Andujar, T’14, chats with Bishop Griselda Delgado Del Carpio, the first woman bishop of The Episcopal 
Church in Cuba.
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S P O R T S

STUDENTS AND RESIDENTS of Sewanee awoke on 
Sunday, April 28, to ear-splitting cracks of thunder 
and a downpour that flooded streets and swelled lo-
cal streams until they were spilling over their banks. 

Not ideal weather for playing any sports, much less the finals 
of four Southern Athletic Association conference champi-
onships scheduled to be contested on the Mountain that day. 
But by the end of the day, after weather delays and two lacrosse 
games played on a soggy McGee Field, Sewanee would emerge 
with four conference titles — in men’s and women’s tennis, and 
men’s and women’s lacrosse.

“It’s the best day I’ve had in 18 years of doing this job,” said 
Sewanee Athletic Director Mark Webb.

The five-plus inches of rainfall in Sewanee on that single 
weekend was more than the area averages for the entire month 

of April, and the weather further 
complicated an already complex 
sports schedule. The conference 
tennis tournaments were sched-
uled to be played at an outdoor 
facility in Murfreesboro, but 
the storms forced a change of 
venue to the indoor courts in Se-
wanee’s Fowler Center, giving the 
Sewanee teams an unexpected 
home-court advantage.

Now in front of its home crowd, the men’s tennis team, 
which was undefeated in conference play during the regular 
season, delivered against archrival Rhodes. After wins in two 
doubles matches, freshman Eric Roddy pushed the Sewanee 
advantage to 3-1 with a straight-set win. A victory by freshman 
Connor Winkler and a win by sophomore Rand Jackson closed 
out Sewanee’s first-ever SAA title in any sport. (Competition in 
the new conference began in fall 2012.)

With the first of four titles secured, the women’s tennis 
team took the court against Berry College. All season, the No. 
15-ranked Tigers had little trouble with their conference op-
ponents and that wouldn’t change on this day. After sweeping 
all three matches in doubles, Sewanee headed into singles with 
a commanding 3-0 lead. At No. 5, senior Anne Garland took 

her match in straight sets by a score of 6-0, 6-1. Then moments 
later, freshman Annie Veron sealed the title for Sewanee when 
she swept her opponent 6-1, 6-3.

With two championships secured, the women’s lacrosse 
team got its chance to make history against rival Centre after 
an hour-and-a-half delay. The Tigers had little trouble with 
the tough conditions early, opening a 5-1 lead in the first nine 
minutes. After a run by Centre, sophomore Ellie Murphy gave 
Sewanee a 6-3 lead after she scored the first of her three goals 
on the afternoon.

One Sunday in April
Five inches of rain, four conference titles.

“It’s the best 

day I’ve had in 

18 years of 

doing this job.” 
—Sewanee athletic 
Director Mark webb



Sally Anne Greenwood would add one more goal to finalize the 
score and give Sewanee the first-ever SAA Women’s Lacrosse 
Championship.

The final piece to the championship puzzle came with the 
SAA Men’s Lacrosse Championship match between the Tigers 
and Berry College. After losing to the Vikings on a last-second 
shot on April 6, the Tigers knew they would have their hands 
full. The Tigers took an early 3-1 lead, but Berry responded 
in the second period with a 4-2 rally. With the teams tied 5-5 
entering the third period, two Viking goals pushed Berry ahead 
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As they did to start the match, the Tigers opened the sec-
ond half on a strong scoring run. Sewanee netted six of the first 
seven goals to take a commanding 15-8 advantage with just un-
der 20 minutes left in the game. Just when it looked like Se-
wanee would blow out the Colonels, Centre responded. Two 
goals pulled the Colonels to within four, 15-11, with 11:44 to 
play. With the momentum suddenly on Centre’s side, senior 
Molly Arnold rose to the occasion for Sewanee. Over the next 
three minutes, the Baltimore, Md., native scored three straight 
goals to give the Tigers an 18-11 lead with 7:11 left. From there, 

by two, 7-5, with 12:18 left. But Sewanee wouldn’t quit. Four 
straight goals by senior Pierce Leonard, senior Drew Lincoln, 
and junior Reed Daniel helped the Tigers retake the lead, 9-7, 
with 9:16 to play.

After Sewanee scored two of the next three goals, Berry 
pushed back with three late scores to force the match into over-
time. Neither team scored in the first overtime period, but Se-
wanee put the match away quickly in the second. Sophomore 
Hal Smith set up the winning play by forcing the face-off into 
Sewanee’s offensive zone, where freshman Cotter Brown picked 

up the ground ball and found junior Michael Morris. With a 
Berry defender closing in, Morris fired a shot from eight yards 
out that etched his name and that Sunday into the Sewanee his-
tory books.

Meanwhile, on that same day in Birmingham, Ala., fresh-
man phenom Emily Javadi was capping off an incredible run 
at the SAA Women’s Golf Championships. A fixture among 
the nation’s top Division III golfers all season, the Chattanoo-
ga, Tenn., native tied for the low round on Sunday to win the 
three-day event by six strokes.
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Commencement 2013 
Commencement Weekend in Sewanee was marked 
by beautiful weather, lively celebrations, a memora-
ble Baccalaureate address by New York Times columnist 
David Brooks, and a few tears as graduates collect-
ed their diplomas and said goodbye to friends and 
professors. Congratulations and best of luck to the 
Class of 2013!
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Sewanee at Its Best
It is my privilege to serve as President of the Associated Alumni. I know that you 
join me in thanking Craig Laine, C’78, for all he did in this role. Craig led the 
alumni executive board in the Think Sewanee First campaign, an effort that 
invites alumni to reconnect with their alma mater through volunteer service in 
admission, career and leadership development, and the Sewanee Annual Fund. 
Craig served two consecutive terms, ensuring a smooth transition as we wel-
comed a new vice-chancellor in John McCardell.

I am just beginning my second year as president. Since I joined the alum-
ni executive board, my eyes have been re-opened to the unique and excep-
tional experience that is a Sewanee education.  In recent months, everywhere I 
go, people are talking about Sewanee: whether at work, church, or even a swim 
meet, friends and acquaintances as saying, “Sewanee is hot!”  

It feels that way. Under the leadership of Vice-Chancellor John McCa-
rdell, the University seems at its best: honoring the past, but positioned for 
the future. My position as president also allows me to serve as a member of the 
Board of Trustees, the Athletic Hall of Fame Selection Committee, and the 
Nominating Committee of the Associated Alumni. My frequent trips to the 
Mountain have allowed me to see the strength of the current administration, 
the commitment of the faculty, the inspiration in the students, the growth at 
The School of Theology, and the devotion of the alumni.  

There is no better time for you to be connected to Sewanee. I hope you 
read the article in this issue about the Alumni Factor (see p. 7). The new 
college ranking system, based on outcomes, reveals what we all know about a 
Sewanee experience. I know the information in the rankings validates what 
we already know. But, I hope it will get you excited about the value of your 
Sewanee degree, about spreading the news about Sewanee to prospective stu-
dents, and about reconnecting with your alma mater. Let’s continue to Think 
Sewanee First.

Sage SMith hoare, c’86
President, The Associated Alumni

Celebrate 40 Years of Women 
During Homecoming

The spring of 1973 marked a significant 
milestone in the history of the Univer-
sity, as the first class of women to study 
all four years at Sewanee graduated. This 
year marks the 40th anniversary of this 
occasion, and a reunion is planned dur-
ing Homecoming weekend. All women 
graduates are invited to participate in a 
weekend that highlights the history and 
contributions of Sewanee women.

Save the Date for 
Homecoming and 
Reunion Weekend 
2013

Sewanee alumni are 
invited to return to the 
Mountain for a weekend 
of celebration, Oct. 25 
to 27. The Classes of 
1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 
1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 
2003, and 2008 will all 
celebrate their reunion 
years, and the Class of 
2013 will celebrate its 
first reunion. It’s a great 
time to come home to 
Sewanee.

A L U M N I  N E W S

Family Ties

Ninety-seven graduates in the Class of 2013 were legacy students, having grandparents, parents, or siblings who have also graduated 
from Sewanee. Since many were on campus for the special occasion, the group was gathered for a legacy photo.



1956
Walter G. Barnes, CEO of 
Insurance and Investment 
Consultants Inc., celebrated 
his 50th year in the financial 
services business on July 
1, 2012, and has been a 
member of the Million Dollar 
Round Table of the National 
Association of Insurance and 
Financial Advisors for the past 
47 consecutive years. 

1961
Fred Freyer, his wife, Elizabeth, 
and their grandson, Thomas, 
took a two-week Western trip 
to Jackson Hole and Chey-
enne, Wyo., and Deadwood, 
S.D. Fred says the highlight of 
the trip was the annual rodeo 
in Cheyenne.

1962
David W. Knapp was selected 
as city manager for the City of 
Highland Park, Ill., where his 
son, Steven Knapp, C’94, lives 
with his wife and children. 
Dave has also served as city 
manager in Boulder, Colo.; Los 
Gatos, Calif.; and Cupertino, 
Calif. He and his wife, Kay, 
have been married for 49 
years. Richard Tillinghast has 
continued to be active as an 
author, publishing a new book 
of poems, Wayfaring Stranger. 
In 2012, his nonfiction travel 
book, An Armchair Traveller’s 
History of Istanbul, which 
has been nominated for the 
Ondaatje Prize, was published 
in the United Kingdom. The 
book has recently been pub-
lished in the United States. 

1963
After retirement in 2011 
as bishop suffragan of the 
Diocese of Texas, the Rt. Rev. 
Rayford B. High Jr., was elect-
ed third provisional bishop of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Fort 
Worth in November 2012.

1964
Robert Black recently pub-
lished a book called Local 
Counsel: First Women at The 
Citadel, and Beyond, which is 
about “what really went on in 
an effort to educate women in 
South Carolina in lawsuits filed 
in 1992 and 1993 and how 
today the struggle continues 
in an effort outside of law to 
educate ordinary civilians at 
The Citadel.” Don Griffis was 
named in Best Lawyers in 
America 2013 for arbitration, 
commercial litigation, labor 
and employment litigation, 
and mediation. Robert Kring 
has been granted his second 
medical device patent and is 
working on a third in the ar-
throscopic orthopedic surgical 
area after 30-plus years in the 
cardiovascular medical device 
business. His operating-room 
surgical table clamp and 
arthroscopic knee stabiliza-
tion devices have assisted 
in the performance of more 
than 1,000 knee surgeries. 
Norman Spencer is the chief 
advisor and assistant for a 
documentary film on the New 
York-based Russian pop com-
mercial artist Anton Kandinsky, 
who is the great-grandson of 
Wassily Kandinsky, the ac-
claimed modernist artist.

1966
James Gipson and his partner, 
Bill Strong, traveled to St. 
Louis, Mo., for a vacation and 
reunion, and while in St. Louis, 
they met with Mitch Perry, 
C’05, and his partner, and dis-
cussed the Rainbow Fund to 
help financially students who 
support diversity at Sewanee.

1967
Paul Adair and his wife, 
Marsha, live in Atchison, Kan., 
where he has been President 
of the Exchange National Bank 
& Trust, for many years. Edwin 

Allen and his wife, Jean, live 
in Florence S.C. where one of 
their three daughters, Marga-
ret, practices family dentistry 
with Edwin. Dan Anderson, re-
tired vice president of Pruden-
tial Financial Services, is the 
author of three humorous mys-
teries: Bad Vibrations, Death 
Cruise, and Vietnam Vindica-
tion. Dan’s books have won a 
dozen literary awards and have 
been optioned for film produc-
tion. John Bear and the Rev. 
Dr. Susan D. Bear, T’94, live in 
Hattiesburg, Miss., where John 
is a regional sales manager 
for Merrill Iron & Steel, Inc. 
Ed Bosworth is an associate 

professor of computer science 
at Columbus State University 
in Columbus, Ga. In 2012, he 
was sponsored by the Se-
wanee physics department to 
give a lecture on the “deep re-
ality” of physics. George Brine 
and his wife, Dolores, have 
retired from their positions as 
chemists at RTI International 
in Durham, N.C. Sam Graham 
taught at the Academy of 
Law in Odessa, Ukraine, as a 
Fulbright Scholar from Febru-
ary through May 2013. Scott 
Harris and his wife, Anne, are 
farmers at Fox Valley Farms in 
Lynnville, Tenn. Bob Hynson 
and his wife, Lessley, cel-
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Fred Freyer, C’61, his wife, 
Elizabeth, and their grandson, 
Thomas.

Right to left: Richard Dolbeer, David Paschall, and Chip Langley, 
all C’67, in 1966 at Sewanee and in 2012 at the Class of 1967’s 
45th reunion.

Norman Spencer, C’64, (right) 
is the chief advisor and as-
sistant for a documentary 
film on the New York-based 
Russian pop commercial artist 
Anton Kandinsky (left), who is 
the great-grandson of Was-
sily Kandinsky, the acclaimed 
modernist artist.
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ebrated Christmas in Ireland 
and flew to Southeast Asia 
for a “nostalgia trip” to Hanoi, 
Da Nang, Saigon, and Chu 
Lai. They also visited Thai-
land, Laos, Cambodia, Kuala 
Lumpur, and Singapore. Buck 
Jardine has taken a tempo-
rary assignment for the State 
Department in West Africa. Joe 
Kicklighter was awarded the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award 
during Homecoming 2012. 
Buck Lyon-Vaiden teaches 
and plays multiple carillons 
part time. Elmer Maggard is a 
psychiatrist living in Danville, 
Ky., where he is working on a 
book. Richard Oberdorfer and 
his wife, Wanda, live in Chesa-
peake, Va., where Richard is 
chair of the history department 
at Norfolk Academy. Terry 
Payne is now retired both from 
the Navy and from his position 
as a government consultant 
position. He recently married, 
and his wife is also named 
Terry. Bert Polk and his wife, 
Kathy, live in Annapolis, Md., 
where Bert is a retired Navy 
pilot and Army/Navy aviation 
engineering consultant. Tom 
Scarborough and his wife, 
Virpi, live in Nashville, and Tom 
is now the owner of two Kiva 
Assisted Living facilities in Flor-
ida. Joque Soskis and his wife, 
Marita, live in Jacksonville, 
Fla., and spend much of their 
summers in Bavaria. Joque is 
a retired professor of criminal 
justice at the University of 
North Florida. Bob Stevenson 
and his wife, Mindy, live in 
Edgewater, Md. They enjoy sail-
ing on the Chesapeake, where 
Bob is very active as a docent 
and worker at the National His-
toric Landmark Thomas Point 
Lighthouse. Jim Sutton and 
Joe Kicklighter get together in 
New York City annually to tour, 
explore vintage bookstores, 
and take in a play or two. Jim 
and his wife, Katherine, live in 
Gard, N.Y. Rod Welch is retired 
from his position as professor 
and director of information 
and technical services at The 

Citadel in Charleston, S.C., 
and now serves as president 
of the travel website Hotel-
Guides.com, a business he 
created and shares with family 
members.

1968
Ben Walker has recently 
published his new book, An 
Island in the South, sequel to 
his novel, Winds of the South. 
An Island in the South is set 
during Reconstruction and is 
the story of Georgia Rhodes, 
an idealist who opposed slav-
ery and Southern secession. 
She goes to Beaufort, S.C., 
immediately after the war to 
help educate the freed slaves 
and their children. While there, 
she meets Antonio Jones, a 
Union army officer of uncertain 
origins. A romance ensues but 
is complicated by the appear-
ance of one Edward Benson, 
a Confederate army officer 
recently freed from a Union 
POW camp.

1969
Henry M. Coxe III has 
received the Florida Bar 
Foundation’s 2012 Medal of 
Honor Award, the Florida legal 
profession’s highest award, for 
“his extraordinary leadership 
skills, innovation, courage, and 
professionalism,” according to 
former Florida Supreme Court 
Justice Major B. Harding.

1970
Ben Alford has retired as a 
priest in The Episcopal Church 
and lives on a lake in Titus, 
Ala., with his wife. Don Ellis 
has moved his law practice 
to Lexington, Va., where he is 
enjoying a slower pace and 
a more general practice than 
when he specialized in litiga-
tion in Atlanta. John Faquin 
manages and sells commercial 
properties in Memphis, Tenn. 
Ken Murphree is senior vice 
president and branch manager 
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Chris Hehmeyer, C’77, married Jessica Schoenfeldt on Dec. 23 in 
Chicago.

Ben Walker, C’68, recently 
published An Island in the 
South, a sequel to his novel, 
Winds of the South.

Jack P. Stephenson Jr., C’70, 
was recognized as a 2012 
Alabama Super Lawyer in the 
practice area of corporate law.

Christine Fisher, C’73, has 
joined the national law firm 
of Quarles & Brady’s Chicago 
office as a partner in the real 
estate group.

George M. Taylor III, C’75, 
was recognized as a 2012 
Alabama Super Lawyer in the 
practice area of mergers and 
acquisitions.
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for Hilliard Lyons in Tupelo, 
Miss. Rick Nardin lives in 
Atlanta and freelances as a 
commercial writer specializing 
in financial services regulation 
and wrote a short film that 
was featured at Cannes. Cy 
Quadland is busy and active 
with his property insurance 
business in Manhattan, and 
still enjoys playing golf. Jack P. 
Stephenson Jr. was recognized 
as a 2012 Alabama Super 
Lawyer in the practice area of 
corporate law. Wally Wilson 
works in property and casualty 
insurance in Kansas City, Mo., 
and is married with two chil-
dren and four grandchildren.

1971
Brad Peabody coached his 
National Moot Court Competi-
tion team from the University 
of Baltimore Law School to 
a top-five ranking out of 196 
teams.

1973
Julian Bibb was honored as 
Best Lawyers’ 2013 Nashville 
Banking and Finance Lawyer 
of the Year, which includes 
distinctions in the practice 
areas of banking and finance 
law, corporate law and land 
use and zoning law. Dr. John 
R.M. Day retired from his prac-
tice of general, vascular, and 
trauma surgery in 2001 and 
began counseling for clients 
in body, mind, emotion, and 
spirit health concerns. He lives 
in Crestone, Colo., where he 
offers his counseling services 
and a rental retreat that is 
an off-the-grid straw-bale-wall 
home. Christine Fisher has 
joined the national law firm 
of Quarles & Brady’s Chicago 
Office as a partner in the real 
estate group.

1974
Bill Folger is taking a medical/
veterinary/dental mission trip 
to El Paraiso, Honduras, for 
the 16th year in June.

1975
George M. Taylor III was 
recognized as a 2012 Ala-
bama Super Lawyer in the 
practice area of mergers and 
acquisitions. 

1977
Deborah Clark climbed Mt. 
Kilimanjaro with her two sons 
in September 2011 and she 
plans to make a return trip 
with her husband, Robert, 
C’76, and her daughter. Eliza-
beth Cooper was chosen to 
work in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia, with the Environmental 
Education Alliance of South 
East Asia for six weeks. Chris 
Hehmeyer married Jessica 
Schoenfeldt on Dec. 23, 2012, 
in Chicago.

1978
Pat Boswell is completing her 
second year at Wake Forest 
University’s School of Divin-
ity, where she is pursuing a 
master’s degree in divinity 
after retiring from municipal 
government in 2011. Sally 
McAden McInernery, an 
award-winning newspaper 
columnist, recently published 
her first novel, a coming-of-age 
story called Journey Proud. The 
book is a fictional account of 
a group of children growing up 
in a Southern town during the 
civil rights movement. Kathy 
Wolff and her husband, Tim, 
are the proud grandparents 
of granddaughter Paisley May 
Wolff, born in Tallahassee, Fla., 
on Jan. 11, 2013.

1979
Susie Denison Hollingsworth 
has recently published three 
books in the historical ro-
mance series Daughters of the 
Empire and is currently working 
on a Sherlock Holmes series. 
Clay Yeatman retired recently 
after spending the bulk of 
his career as an engineer at 

Honda Power Equipment. He 
says he is spending his time 
exercising, reading books on 
physics and natural history, 
contra dancing, hiking, and 
helping his wife with her or-
ganic vegetable garden.

1982
Randy Addison and his wife, 
Lisbeth, witnessed a great 
white shark being captured, 
tagged, and released during a 
visit to Cape Cod, Mass., on 
Sept. 17, 2012. Mason Alex-
ander, managing partner of the 
Charlotte office of labor and 
employment law firm Fisher 
& Phillips, has been selected 
for inclusion in the 2013 
North Carolina Super Lawyers. 
Beth Duncan left her job in 
Boston, and moved to Elkin, 
N.C., to become the market-
ing and hospitality director of 
the Brushy Mountain Winery. 
Catherine Murdock Schiesz 
was ordained to the Sacred Or-
der of Deacons by Bishop Kee 
Sloan, T’81, H’13, and Bishop 
Santosh Marray in the Diocese 
of Alabama at the Cathedral 
Church of the Advent on Nov. 
3, 2012. 

1983
Sarah King moved to Dallas in 
February and is working as a 
personal trainer and running 
coach. John Seibels Walker 
recently unveiled the official 
portrait of North Carolina Gov. 
Beverly Eaves Perdue at a 
ceremony held in December at 
the North Carolina Governor’s 
Mansion, where the portrait 
will permanently hang in the 
entry hall along with the official 
portraits of past North Caro-
lina governors. 

1984
Tom Lennon and Mary Lane 
Preston Lennon, C’86, are 
proud to report that their son, 
Preston Lennon, C’12, gradu-
ated with honors in philosophy 

and was awarded the Hugh 
Harris Caldwell Award for out-
standing philosophy student. 
He is now attending law school 
at the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill.

John Seibels Walker, C’83, 
recently unveiled the official 
portrait of North Carolina Gov. 
Beverly Eaves Perdue at a 
ceremony held in December at 
the North Carolina Governor’s 
Mansion, where the portrait 
will permanently hang in the 
entry hall along with the official 
portraits of past North Caro-
lina governors.

Mason Alexander, C’82, man-
aging partner of the Charlotte 
office of labor and employment 
law firm Fisher & Phillips has 
been selected for inclusion in 
the 2013 North Carolina Super 
Lawyers.
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1986
Dr. Steve Dickerson was 
elected to the Tennessee 
State Senate in District 20 
(Davidson County) and is now 
the first Republican state 
senator from Davidson County 
in state history. Mary Lane 
Preston Lennon and Tom Len-
non, C’84, are proud to report 
that their son, Preston Lennon, 
C’12, graduated with honors in 
philosophy and was awarded 
the Hugh Harris Caldwell Award 
for outstanding philosophy 
student. He is now attending 
law school at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Angus H. Macaulay was sworn 
in as president of the South 
Carolina Bar on May 3, 2012. 
Angus is a partner in the Co-
lumbia, S.C., office of Nexsen 
Pruet, where he concentrates 
his practice representing 
management in employment 
litigation matters. Darby Ray 
has, after serving 16 years as 
professor of religious studies 
at Millsaps College, moved to 
Bates College in Maine, where 
she is the Donald W. and Ann 
M. Harward Professor of Civic 
Engagement and director of 
the Harward Center for Com-
munity Partnerships. 

1987
Fred Manning II was included 
in The Best Lawyers in America 
2013 and was also included 
in The Best Lawyers in America 
2012. 

1988
Kyle Dice Seage has been 
called as the rector of St. 
Philip’s Episcopal Church in 
Jackson, Miss. Her husband, 
Brian, is the rector of St. 
Columb’s Episcopal Church in 
Ridgeland, Miss.

1989
Adam Carlos married Madison 
Murray, C’09, by the Tar River 
in Little Washington, N.C., on 
May 26, 2012, in the company 
of many Sewanee alumni and 
friends. Jack Carneal recently 
returned from the Sundance 
Film Festival in Park City, Utah, 
where the film I Used To Be 
Darker had its world premiere. 
Jack played a role in the film, 
which was shot partially at 
his house, and he got to play 
music in the movie with an 
old friend he had been playing 
with for two decades in the 
band Anomoanon. Jack is still 
a writer and lecturer at Towson 
University in Maryland. Laura 
Taylor Steelman graduated 
from her residency in June 
2011 and is now a pediatrician 
with Southeast Georgia Health 
System on St. Simons Island, 
Ga. Dr. Gregory H. Wolf met 
with his two Sewanee German 
professors, Jim Davidheiser 
and Reinhard Zachau, at the 
national conference of the 
American Council on the Teach-
ing of Foreign Languages in 
Philadelphia, Pa., in November 
2012. He was also recently 
named to the Dennis and Jean 
Bauman Endowed Chair of the 
Humanities at North Central 
College in Naperville, Ill.

1990
Valerie McCord has been 
drafted to the Knockouts of 
the Kansas City Roller War-
riors, one of the premier roller 
derby leagues in the United 
States, for the 2013 season. 
She is skating under the name 
Tara Tendon.

1991
Molly H. Craig was recently 
elected president-elect of the 
International Association of 
Defense Counsel, an invitation-
only professional association 
for corporate and insurance 
defense lawyers around the 

Adam Carlos, C’89, married Madison Murray, C’09, on May 26, 
2012, in Little Washington, N.C. More than 60 Sewanee almuni 
and parents attended.

Dr. Gregory H. Wolf, C’89, met 
with his two Sewanee German 
professors, Jim Davidheiser 
and Reinhard Zachau, at the 
national conference of the 
American Council on the Teach-
ing of Foreign Languages in 
Philadelphia, Pa., in November 
2012. Michael B. Odom, C’91, 

was recently selected by his 
peers for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America 2013 and 
was recognized in the eminent 
domain and condemnation law 
category. 

Seth Hinkley, 
C’92, and his 
wife, Sara, 
welcomed their 
daughter, Caro-
line Jean “CJ” 
Hinkley on July 
6, 2012.

Ward Binns, C’93, and his 
wife, Wendy, adopted a two-
year-old son, Daniel Muteba 
Binna, from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo. Daniel came 
home on Dec. 12, 2012.

Stacy Juckett Chesnutt, C’93, 
Melissa Riley, C’96, and Erin 
Cassell, C’98, ran the Rocket 
City Marathon on Dec. 8, 
2012. Stacy and Melissa were 
celebrating the 20th anniver-
sary of running the same race 
when they were students.
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world; she will assume the 
position of president in July 
2013. Rebecca Crumrine 
recently announced the forma-
tion of the law firm Hedgepeth, 
Heredia, Crumrine & Morrison. 
Rebecca was named one of 
the top 50 women lawyers in 
Georgia in 2012 by Georgia 
Trend magazine. Michael B. 
Odom was recently selected by 
his peers for inclusion in The 
Best Lawyers in America 2013 
and was recognized in the 
eminent domain and condem-
nation law category. 

1992
George “Chip” Getz is a 
dentist in private practice in 
Charlotte, N.C., where he also 
serves as a director of the 
Charlotte Dental Society and 
sits on the Advisory Board for 
the Central Piedmont Commu-
nity College Hygiene Program. 
Seth Hinkley and his wife, 
Sara, welcomed their daughter, 
Caroline Jean “CJ” Hinkley on 
July 6, 2012. Seth was elected 
by the Council of the Diocese 
of Texas to be a member 
of the Board of Trustees at 
Sewanee.

1993
Ward Binns and his wife, 
Wendy, adopted a two-year-old 
son, Daniel Muteba Binna, 
from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. Daniel came home 
on Dec. 12, 2012. Stacy Juck-
ett Chesnutt, Melissa Riley, 
C’96, and Erin Cassell, C’98, 
ran the Rocket City Marathon 
on Dec. 8, 2012. Stacy and 
Melissa were celebrating the 
20th anniversary of running 
the same race when they were 
students. Greer Mallette was 
recognized as a 2013 Alabama 
Super Lawyer in the practice 
area of real estate law.

1994
Carolyn Hennesy, Becca Tuley 
Oberlander, Kim Giles Strick-
land, Liza Southerland Sippe, 
and Rose Hillis Connolly 
celebrated their 40th birthdays 
at the beach and had a great 
time escaping their regular 
lives for a reunion trip.

1995
John P. Boyd has been elected 
shareholder in the Haynsworth 
Sinkler Boyd firm, where he 
practices in the areas of envi-
ronmental law, regulatory and 
administrative law, and general 
corporate law. Courtney Birch 
Pigford and Taylor Morgan, 
C’05, are editors for The Scout 
Guide, city guides capturing 
the best of local offerings — 
Courtney in Birmingham and 
Taylor in New Orleans. 

1996
Lisa Duke, along with having 
completed her second 5k, 
recently returned from a trip 
to Pittsburgh, Pa., where she 
presented on user adoption of 
social software. She recently 
presented on similar topics at 
conferences in Dublin, Ireland, 
and Chicago, Ill. Ryan Healan, 
Katie Healan, C’98, David 
Young, Mary Maurice Young, 
Whit Davis, C’97, Claire Davis, 
C’98, and the children of all 
three couples, visited Sewanee 
over Memorial Day weekend 
2012 and hiked to Bridal 
Veil Falls. Melissa Riley was 
chosen as the K9 coordinator 
for the Tennessee Task Force 
2 Urban Search and Rescue 
Team based in Nashville. She 
also works as the state coordi-
nator for the Tennessee Disas-
ter Crisis Counseling Program. 
She, Stacy Juckett Chesnutt, 
C’93, and Erin Cassell, C’98, 
ran the Rocket City Marathon 
on Dec. 8, 2012. Stacy and 
Melissa were celebrating the 
20th anniversary of running 

the same race when they were 
students. 

1997
Benjamin Carlisle and Kelly 
Grey Carlisle, C’98, live in San 
Antonio, Texas, where Kelly 
is an assistant professor of 
English at Trinity University and 
Ben is the assistant music 
director at St. Mark’s Episco-
pal Church. Ben also conducts 
Trinity’s orchestra. Whit Davis, 
Claire Davis, C’98, Ryan Hea-
lan, C’96, Katie Healan, C’98, 
David Young, C’96, Maurice 
Young, C’96 and the children 
of all three couples visited 

Sewanee over Memorial Day 
weekend 2012 and hiked to 
Bridal Veil Falls. Hollis Duncan 
and his wife, Luisa, announce 
the birth of their daughter, 
Emery Kate Duncan, on April 
26, 2012, in Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain. Hollis and 
Luisa live in Barcelona, where 
Hollis is a graphic designer 
specializing in book covers and 
Luisa is a Spanish teacher at 
the American School of Bar-
celona. Ian McVey, a member 
of Callison Tighe & Robinson, 
has been elected president 
of the almost 2,000-mem-
ber Richland County Bar in 
South Carolina. Ian lives in 

Hollis Duncan, C’97, and his 
wife, Luisa, announce the birth 
of their daughter, Emery Kate 
Duncan, on April 26, 2012, 
in Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain.

Carolyn Hennesy, Becca Tuley Oberlander, Kim Giles Strickland, 
Liza Southerland Sippe, and Rose Hillis Connolly, all C’94, cel-
ebrated their 40th birthdays at the beach and had a great time 
escaping their regular lives for a reunion trip.

John P. Boyd, C’95, has been 
elected shareholder in the 
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd firm, 
where he practices in the 
areas of environmental law, 
regulatory and administrative 
law, and general corporate law.
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Columbia, S.C. John Molinaro 
and his wife, Brittany Glenn 
Molinaro, C’99, announce 
the birth of Charles Townes 
Molinaro on July 20, 2012. 
Brandi Poole was hired as a 
women’s basketball assistant 
coach/recruiting coordinator at 
Indiana University. She came 
to Indiana with the head coach 
she had worked for at Bowling 
Green State University in Ohio 
for 11 years and is excited to 
be coaching in the Big Ten.

1998
Sam Backfield welcomed his 
second son, James Joseph 
Harris Backfield, on June 21, 
2012. Ted Boehm and Lauren 
Millichap Boehm, C’99, 
welcomed their new baby, Whit 
Rogers Boehm, on Aug. 21, 
2012. Kelly Grey Carlisle and 
Benjamin Carlisle, C’97, live 
in San Antonio, Texas, where 
Kelly is an assistant professor 
of English at Trinity University 
and Ben is the assistant music 
director at St. Mark’s Episco-
pal Church. Ben also con-
ducts Trinity’s orchestra. Erin 
Cassell ran the Rocket City 
Marathon on Dec. 8, 2012, 
with Stacy Juckett Chesnutt, 
C’93, and Melissa Riley, C’96. 
Molly H. Craig was recently 
elected president-elect of the 
International Association of 
Defense Counsel. Scott Evans 
and Zach Goodyear, C’01, 
opened the doors to a new 
real estate office in the Gulch, 
Nashville and the Southeast’s 
first LEED-certified Green 
Neighborhood and have since 
grown the office to 15 agents 
specializing in historic homes 
and infill condos in Nashville’s 
urban neighborhoods. Katie 
Healan, Ryan Healan, C’96, 
Claire Davis, Whit Davis, C’97, 
David Young, C’96, and Mary 
Maurice Young, C’96, and the 
children of all three couples 
visited Sewanee over Memo-
rial Day weekend 2012 and 
hiked to Bridal Veil Falls. Collin 
Husbands and his wife, Catha-

rine Jackson Husbands, C’01, 
announce the birth of their 
second son, Riley Dunwoody 
Husbands, on April 26, 2012, 
in Nashville, Tenn. Julie-Ann 
Nydegger was hired by the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
as an aviation safety inspector 
for general aviation operations, 
in the South Florida Flight 
Standards District Office; 
she was also sent to the FAA 
Academy in Oklahoma City 
for training and instruction. 
Amanda Morrison Palmer and 
her husband, Adam, welcomed 
their daughter, Clara Sydney 
Palmer, into the world on July 
13, 2012. The family lives in 
Baltimore, Md. Ginger Rolfes 
and her husband, Bobby, wel-
comed their daughter, Geneva 
Lee Rolfes, on June 7, 2012. 
The family lives in Charlotte, 
N.C., where Ginger is a real 
estate finance attorney with 
Katten Muchin Rosenman.

1999
Caulyne Burton Barron and 
her husband, Leo Barron, 
welcomed their daughter, 
Charlotte Firenze Barron on 
Aug. 8, 2012. The Barrons live 
in Sierra Vista, Ariz., where 
Caulyne is the chief academic 
officer for Dunlap-Stone Uni-
versity and is continuing work 
on her dissertation to com-
plete her doctor of education 
degree through Northeastern 
University. Lauren Boehm and 
her husband, Ted Boehm, 
C’98, welcomed their new 
baby, Whit Rogers Boehm, on 
Aug. 21, 2012. Auburn Daily 
married Rob Burwell on Aug. 
11, 2012, in San Francisco, 
Calif. The Rev. Mary Koppel 
has written a book for Church 
Publishing with the Rev. Laurie 
Brock called Where God Hides 
Holiness: Thoughts on Grief, 
Joy and the Search for Fabu-
lous Heels. Jeanie Thornton 
McDonald and her husband, 
Roy, welcomed their third child, 
Benjamin Campell McDonald, 
on June 1, 2012, in Winston-

Class of 1998 graduates gathered on the Mountain for some 
family fun last June. From left to right: Sheridan Gilkerson 
Thompson, Laura Rinker McDaniel, Emily Allenburger Gordon, 
Christa Shoemaker Payne, Katherine Cameron Green, Laura Jen-
nings McCall, and Sara Anderson Donahoe.

Backfield, C’98 Husbands, C’98 Rolfes, C’98

Palmer, C’98 Boehm, C’98, C’99 McDonald, C’99

Molinaro, C’99 Barron, C’99 Angerholzer, C’00

Gjertson, C’00
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Salem, N.C. Dexter England 
Meath and her husband, Peter, 
welcomed their third child, 
Parker Edward Meath on Nov. 
2, 2012. Brittany Glenn Mo-
linaro and her husband, John 
Molinaro, C’97, announce the 
birth of Charles Townes Mo-
linaro on July 20, 2012. Culver 
Scales moved to Los Angeles 
last summer with her husband, 
Chuck, and their daughter, 
Mary Pearson Scales, who was 
born March 19, 2010. Culver 
is the director of advancement 
at Westmark School. 

2000
Max Angerholzer III and his 
wife, Lindsay, welcomed their 
daughter, Kate Howell Ang-
erholzer, on May 12, 2012. 
Becca Waller Gjertson and her 
husband, Scott, announce the 
birth of their second daughter, 
Alston “Ali” Marion Gjertson on 
Jan. 15, 2012. The family lives 
at YMCA Camp Seymour in Gig 
Harbor, Wash., where Becca 
and Scott run the Outdoor 
and Environmental Education 
Program. Natalie Wallace Per-
domo and her husband, Peter, 
announce the birth of their 
daughter, Camille Maie “Millie” 

Perdomo, on May 14, 2012. 
Kelly Margaret Smith mar-
ried Derek Trimble at Ruffner 
Mountain Nature Preserve in 
Birmingham, Ala., on April 28, 
2012. 

2001
David Bradbury and his wife, 
Russelle Bradbury, announce 
the birth of a baby boy, Pear-
son Clark Bradbury on Aug. 
27, 2012, in Nashville, Tenn. 
Austin Adams Bruner and her 
husband, Collin, welcomed 
their second daughter, Cason 
Wallace Bruner, on May 24, 
2012. The family lives in 
Charleston, S.C. Severin 
Carlson was named to the 
2012 Legal Elite for Northern 
Nevada (the top 75 attorneys) 
and as one of the state’s top 
50 up and coming attorneys. 
He has been member of the 
bar in Oregon since 2004 and 
in Nevada since 2005. Scott 
Garland and Beth Hackethorn 
Garland welcomed their daugh-
ter, Emily Cole Garland, on 
Sept. 12, 2012. Zach Good-
year and Scott Evans, C’98, 
opened the doors to a new 
real estate office in the Gulch, 
Nashville and the Southeast’s 

A group of alumni met up in Sewanee for Memorial Day 2012 
and hiked to Bridal Veil Falls. Pictured: Ryan Healan, C’96, Katie 
Healan, C’98 and their children; Whit Davis, C’97, Claire Davis, 
C’98, and their children; David Young, C’96, Mary Maurice 
Young, C’96, and their children.

Auburn Daily, C’99, married Rob Burwell on Aug. 11, 2012, in 
San Francisco, Calif. Pictured, left to right: Katherine Lindyberg 
Files, C’99; Lydia Fenet Delaney, C’99; Sarah Harper O’Brien, 
C’99, Auburn Daily; Rob Burwell; Laura Prout Oppenhimer, C’91; 
Jamie Evans Baldwin, C’99; Caroline Cheves Owen, C’99; Paul 
Lee Prout, C’61; Brooks Orrick Eleck, C’99. Front row: Lucy 
Burwell and Allison Burwell.

Kelly Margaret Smith, C’00, married Derek Trimble at Ruffner 
Mountain Nature Preserve in Birmingham, Ala., on April 28, 2012. 
Front row, left to right: Elizabeth Nelson Dawson, C’97; Bonnie 
Smith Whitehouse, C’97; Kelly Smith, C’00; Summer Martins, 
C’00 (represented by her daughter, Charlotte Washington); Robin 
Grant Kindig, C’00; Becca Waller Gjertson, C’00; Hallie Waller 
Porter, C’89; Jon Kindig, C’99. Second row, left to right: Summer 
Covington, C’00; Olivia Jones Choplin, C’00; Kristen Wilson, 
C’97; Missy Speights Hubbell, C’95; Natalie Nimerala, C’00; 
Walter Hubbell, C’95; Cary McStay, C’00; Becky Estes, C’97; 
Alice Sneary Schmidt, C’97; Val Schmidt, C’94; Amanda 
McComb Cogar, C’00.

Zada, C’01 Polancich, C’01
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first LEED-certified Green 
Neighborhood and have since 
grown the office to 15 agents 
specializing in historic homes 
and infill condos in Nashville’s 
urban neighborhoods. Catha-
rine Jackson Husbands and 
her husband, Collin Husbands, 
C’98, announce the birth 
of their second son on April 
26, 2012, in Nashville, Tenn. 
Claudia McCall Polancich and 
her husband, Scott Polancich, 
welcomed their son, William 
McCall “Mac” Polancich, on 
Aug. 23, 2011. Dr. Laal Zada 
and Mareena Zada announce 
the birth of their son, Isaac 
Zada, on Thanksgiving Day, 
2011.

2002
Caroline Catts-Xie recently 
graduated from Mercer 
University with a master’s 
degree in school counseling 
and accepted her first coun-

seling position at Kennesaw 
Mountain High School in Cobb 
County, Ga. She also became 
a national certified counselor 
and is working toward her 
professional counselor license. 
Elizabeth Barnett Dodson and 
her husband, Jimmy Dodson, 
announce the birth of William 
Fitzgerald “Fitz” Dodson on 
Jan. 14, 2012. Grant Gearhart 
married Encarni Cruz on July 
21, 2012, in Seville, Spain. 
The couple recently returned 
from spending a year in Seville 
to continue pursuing doctoral 
degrees in Spanish at the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. Chet Skinner and 
his wife, Sarah, welcomed their 
second set of twins, Tyler Gar-
rison and Reagan Jane Skinner 
on April 18, 2012. Their older 
brothers, Marshall and Landon 
are three years old. The family 
lives in Jacksonville, Fla. Marie 
Stringer Yeagle and Jeremy 
Yeagle announce the birth of 

Lisette Manly Watson, C’03, was visited by two fellow Sewanee 
international students, Johanna Schlicht and Jenny Naas, in 
Belfast, Ireland, for a few days. Together they saw the Olympic 
torch relay in Belfast as it travelled through the UK before the 
London Olympic games, visited the Giant’s Causeway, crossed 
the Carrick-a-rede swinging rope-bridge, and went to the newly 
opened Titanic museum in Belfast.

Bruner, C’01 Garland, C’01

Yeagle, C’02 Skinner, C’02 Bowman, C’03

Gutierrez, C’04 Elder, C’04 Galloway, C’04, C’07

Alexandra “Xan” Hunter, C’03, and 
Jeremy Byrum were married on June 16, 
2012, at St. Paul’s Church in Ivy, Va.

Lauren Curry, C’04, 
has joined the law 
firm Sherrard & 
Roe in Nashville 
as an associate in 
the firm’s litigation 
group.

Elizabeth Ann Stringer, C’03, married Trey House, C’04, on May 
26, 2012, at Christ Church Cathedral in Nashville.
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their daughter, Isabelle Swift 
“Belle” Yeagle on Nov. 23, 
2011.

2003
Sally Marks Bowman and her 
husband, Andrew, welcomed 
their first child, Henry Ham-
mond Bowman on March 
16, 2012. The family lives in 
Charlotte, N.C., where Sally is 
a civil litigation attorney with 
Dean & Gibson. Alexandra 
“Xan” Hunter and Jeremy By-
rum were married on June 16, 
2012, at St. Paul’s Church in 
Ivy, Va. Elizabeth Ann Stringer 
married Trey House, C’04, 
on May 26, 2012, at Christ 
Church Cathedral in Nashville. 
Elizabeth completed her Ph.D. 
in neuroscience at Vanderbilt 
University in 2010 and is cur-
rently working as a postdoc 
at Stanford University. Trey 
is teaching Latin at the Town 
School for Boys. The couple 
lives in San Francisco, Calif. 
Lisette Manly Watson was vis-
ited by two fellow Sewanee in-
ternational students, Johanna 
Schlicht and Jenny Naas, in 
Belfast, Ireland, for a few days. 
Together they saw the Olym-
pic torch relay in Belfast as it 
travelled through the UK before 
the London Olympic games, 
visited the Giant’s Causeway, 
crossed the Carrick-a-rede 
swinging rope-bridge, and went 
to the newly opened Titanic 
museum in Belfast. Kathryn 
Williams’s third young-adult 
novel, Pizza, Love, and Other 
Stuff that Made Me Famous 
was published in August. 
Publishers Weekly called it a 
“tasty read” with a “humorous 
and congenial narrator.” Dur-
ing the summer, Kathryn is a 
student in the Sewanee School 
of Letters.  

2004
Lauren Curry has joined the 
law firm of Sherrard & Roe 
in Nashville as an associate 
in the firm’s litigation group. 

Wynter Jones Elder and her 
husband, Jonathan, welcomed 
their daughter, Clara Annette 
Elder, on March 2, 2012. The 
family lives in South Pittsburg, 
Tenn. Megan Talley Galloway 
and Justin Galloway, C’07, 
welcomed their son, Avery 
Kent Galloway, on April 10, 
2013. Erin Stocco Gutier-
rez welcomed her daughter, 
Valentina Gutierrez, on Feb. 
14, 2012. Trey House married 
Elizabeth Ann Stringer, C’03, 
on May 26, 2012, at Christ 
Church Cathedral in Nashville. 

2005
Timothy Alford and his wife, 
S. Mary Bruce Gray Alford, 
C’06, welcomed their son, 
Timothy “Gray” Alford, on Sept. 
19, 2012. Boone Clayton was 
ordained in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) in Springfield, 
Va., on Aug. 12, 2012. Chris-
tie Peeler Garella married Kiel 
Garella, C’06, in Sewanee on 
Oct. 8, 2011. Taylor Morgan 
and Courtney Birch Pigford, 
C’95, are editors for The Scout 
Guide, city guides capturing 
the best of local offerings — 
Taylor in New Orleans and 
Courtney in Birmingham. Jes-
sica Short has an internship 
at the Smithsonian Archives of 
American Gardens, where she 
is processing the photograph 
collection. Thomas Upchurch 
and his wife, Liz, welcomed 
their son, Asher Andrew, on 
Nov. 27, 2012 in Memphis, 
Tenn.

2006
S. Mary Bruce Gray Alford and 
her husband, Timothy Alford, 
C’05, welcomed their son, 
Timothy “Gray” Alford, on Sept. 
19, 2012. Kiel Garella mar-
ried Christie Peeler, C’05, in 
Sewanee on Oct. 8, 2011. 

2007
Grant Benere and Celina Ca-
vett Benere welcomed Sava-

Christie Peeler Garella, C’05, married Kiel Garella, C’06, in 
Sewanee on Oct. 8, 2011. Sewanee graduates in attendance 
included: Stuart Mackintosh, C’08; Kate Hall, C’08; Steven 
Lord, C’04; Scott Creason, C’05; Osborne Crosby, C’06; Henry 
Neale, C’07; Rebecca Daubert, C’04; Becca Campbell, C’04; 
Mary Beth Littrel, C’07; Jemison Bartlett, C’06; Fort Bridg-
forth, C’06; Ned Booker, C’05; Alex Mackintosh, C’04; Gar-
rick Anderson, C’06; Edward Inge, C’06; John Shepard, C’06; 
Andin Mullis, C’08; Alex Garella, C’08; Kari Anderson, C’07; 
Breck Booker, C’08; Alex Neville, C’07; Beth Christian Groves, 
C’06; Hunter Groves, C’06; Jenny Rodgers, C’05; Zoe Gowen, 
C’05; Clay Ferris, C’06; Lee Allen, C’05; Bess Caughran, C’05; 
Gunn Murphy, C’07; Nancy Harloe, C’08; Jean McDowell, C’05; 
Matthew Martelli, C’05; Betsy Warfel Philmon, C’05; Elizabeth 
Pollard, C’05; Caroline Rodgers Swetenburg, C’05; Raymond 
Swetenburg, C’02.

Boone Clayton, C’05, was ordained in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) in Springfield, Va., on Aug. 12, 2012. In attendance were 
Eric Wilson, C’07; Will Packard, C’05; Christopher Miller, C’05; 
and Sam Batkins, C’04. 
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nah Jaymes Benere on July 15, 
2012. The family lives in Estill 
Springs, Tenn. Celina teaches 
at Franklin County High School 
and is currently attending Mid-
dle Tennessee State University 
for her Ed.S. in curriculum and 
instruction. Grant is the man-
ager at World Finance Corpo-
ration in Decherd, Tenn. Ellie 
Closuit married Michael Hahn 
on Sept. 1, 2012. In the fall, 
the couple moved to Nairobi, 
Kenya. Heather Haney Eley 
married Daniel Warren Eley on 
April 28, 2012, in All Saints’ 
Chapel in Sewanee. Justin 
Galloway and Megan Talley 
Galloway, C’04, welcomed the 
birth of their son, Avery Kent 
Galloway, on April 10, 2013. 
Brown Hobson married Annie 
Pate, C’08, on June 9, 2012, 
at Myers Point in Sewanee. 
Catherine Bell Mitchell mar-
ried Benjamin Warren Mitchell 
on Aug. 27, 2011, at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Asheville, 
N.C. Patrick Morrell and Clay 
Riley Morrell were married on 
June 25, 2011, and currently 
live in Charlotte, N.C.

2008
Mary Katherine Stone Bouldin 
and Andrew Bouldin, were mar-
ried in Nashville on June 16, 
2012. Louise Conrad Hargis 
married David Hargis at the 
Church of the Ascension in 
Knoxville, Tenn. on Nov. 17, 
2012. Morgan Larkin mar-

ried Paul Cobuzzi in Summit, 
N.J., on July 14, 2012. David 
Pointer graduated from Tulane 
University School of Medicine 
on May 19, 2012, and began 
a residency in general surgery 
at Tulane University Hospital in 
July. Candace Hutchins Price 
married Andrew Price on May 
20, 2012, in Nashville.

2009
Madison Murray married 
Adam Carlos, C’89, by the Tar 
River in Little Washington, N.C. 
on May 26, 2012. Morgan 
Manser ran the Nike Women’s 
Marathon in San Francisco 
and raised more than $3,300 
for the Leukemia Lymphoma 
Society with the help of Amy 
Jackson, Catherine McKinney, 
and Rob Crichton, C’71.

2010
Emmett L. DuBose graduated 
from the University of Alabama 
School of Law in May. Mike 
Forster and his wife, Christina, 
welcomed their second daugh-
ter, Emma Grace Forster, on 
Dec. 28, 2012. Robby Shaul 
married Megan Hua on June 9, 
2012, in Charlotte, N.C. 

2011
Rosemary Paeltz married Cen 
Yu on March 21, 2012, in 
China in a dual Chinese/Ameri-
can ceremony.

Heather Haney Eley, C’07, married Daniel Warren Eley, C’07, on 
April 28, 2012, in All Saints’ Chapel in Sewanee. Sewanee alum-
ni and friends in attendance included: Mike Rast, C’07; Mat-
thew Martelli, C’05; Alex Harcourt, C’09; Daniel Shaver, C’07; 
Andrew von Gontard, C’05; David Dyson, C’06; Alex Caffey, 
C’08; Harper Haynes, C’07; Boone Clayton, C’05; Evan Judge, 
C’09; Retta Hepworth, C’08; Ellie Closuit, C’07; Dane Cooper, 
C’07; Lacy Brakefield, C’10; Katie Moses, C’11; Wil Oakes, 
C’04; Sarah Simmons, C’07; Anne Foushee, C’07; Nicole Man-
ley, C’06; Bethany Davis Love, C’07; Tyler Love, C’04; Catherine 
Foster, C’07; Kyle Bruce, C’05; Will Reynolds, C’07; Jen Upshaw 
Reynolds, C’07; Jenny Hanger, C’06; Brook Holladay, C’06; Stu-
art Davis, C’06; Dick Lodge, C’07; Melissa Early, C’07; Megan 
Panter Chiriboga, C’07; Casey Clark, C’09; Skipper McInerney 
Ballenger, C’07; Shelley Akers, C’07; John Diefenderfer, C’08; 
Zach Goodyear, C’01; Susan Askew, C’86; Randolph Peterson; 
Francis Hart; John Bordley; Ms. Carolyn Fitz; the Rev. Thomas 
Morris, C’73; Mishoe Brennecke, C’84; and Fred Croom.

Timothy Alford, C’05, and his wife, S. 
Mary Bruce Alford, C’06, welcomed 
their new son, Timothy “Gray” Alford, 
into the world on Sept. 19, 2012.

Thomas Upchurch, C’05, and 
his wife, Liz, welcomed their 
son, Asher Andrew, on Nov. 27, 
2012 in Memphis, Tenn.

Grant Benere, C’07, and 
Celina Cavett Benere, C’07, 
welcomed Savanah Jaymes 
Benere on July 15, 2012.
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Catherine Bell Mitchell, C’07, married Benjamin Warren Mitch-
ell on Aug. 27, 2011, at Trinity Episcopal Church in Asheville, 
N.C. Back row, left to right: John Umberger, Skipper McInerney 
Ballenger, C’07; Clancy Ballenger, C’08; Sara Jessee Parsons, 
C’07; Kemper Brown, Elizabeth Brown. Middle row, left to right: 
Martha Hinchey, C’07; Kelley Lathan McWhirter, C’07; Ashley 
Logsdon, C’07; Tayloe Steedman, C’07. Front row, left to right: 
Michelle Cornay Schmidt, C’83; John W. Bell III, C’83; Heidi 
Cracchiolo Bell, C’83; Laura Fanjoy, C’07; Catherine Bell Mitch-
ell, C’07; Lauren Turner, C’07; Stephanie Player, C’08; Maggie 
Hinchey, C’09.

Patrick Morrell, C’07, and Clay Riley Morrell, C’07, were married 
June 25, 2011.

Brown Hobson, C’07, married Annie Pate, C’08 on June 9, 2012, 
at Myers Point in Sewanee. Back row, left to right: John Whaling, 
C’07; Pat Morrell, C’07; Drew Thomasson, C’07; John Page, 
C’09; Charles Kempe, C’06; Richard Howell, C’07; Jack Bryant, 
C’07; Caleb Goodwyn, C’05; Jane Mauzy, C’05; Rowan Jones, 
C’13; Rives Sutherland, C’07; Thomas Anderson, C’07; Stuart 
Bonner, C’07; Scott Hudspeth, C’83; Dan Pate, C’00; Russell 
McWhirter, C’07; Annie Heil Rossley, C’08; Callie Flowers 
Casteel, C’08; Doran Bostwick, C’07; Jay Fisher, C’79, the Rev. 
Tom Macfie Jr., C’80, T’89. Front row, left to right: Nancy Harloe, 
C’08; Clay Riley Morrell, C’07; Hunter Brush, C’07; Jessica 
Smith, C’08; Gray Murray, C’07; Sally Mebane, C’07; Louisa 
Walker, C’07; Perry Trouche, C’07; Jack Hobson Jr., C’82; 
Brown Hobson, C’07; Annie Pate, C’08; Mary Pate-Bennett, 
C’06; Mary Katherine Stone Bouldin, C’08; Jenny Parham, C’08; 
Sara Bergeron, C’08; Peyton Hutchins, C’08; Hallie Gladstone 
Barrett, C’08; Lizzie McDuffie, C’08; Gini Baker Hazen, C’08. 
Kneeling, left to right: Gunn Murphy, C’07; Allen Wood, C’08.

Mary Katherine Bouldin, C’08, married Andrew Bouldin in 
Nashville on June 16, 2012. Sewanee alumni and friends in at-
tendance included: Callie Flowers Casteel, C’08; Molly Willett 
Nielsen, C’07; Lauren Willett, C’07; Annie Pate Hobson, C’08; 
Jenny Parham, C’08; Sara Bergeron, C’08; Brown Hobson, 
C’07; Elizabeth Finch, C’77; Thomas Nielsen, C’08; Annie Heil 
Rossley, C’08; Laura Fanjoy, C’07; Abby Rudd, C’09; Conchie 
Shackelford, Derry Roberson, C’11; Shannon Logsdon, C’09; 
Lauren Robbins, C’10; Lizzie McDuffie, C’08; Pat Morrell, C’07; 
Gini Baker Hazen, C’08; Clay Riley Morrell, C’07; Lindsey Finch 
Williams, C’07; Patty Willett, C’06.
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Candace Hutchins Price, C’08, married Andrew Price on May 20, 
2012, in Nashville. Sewanee alumni in attendance included: Jes-
sica Kinnard, C’08; Grace Tucker, C’08; Alex Caffey, C’08; Nick 
Rogers, C’08; Matt Pope, C’08; Robbie McNaughton, C’08; 
Ruth McVay, C’09; Amy Jackson, C’09; Sarah Minge, C’08; 
Colin Walsh; Will King, C’08; Blake Rosen, C’08; Stephanie 
Player, C’08; Josh Curtis, C’07; Betsy West, C’09; Thomas Poe, 
C’08; Sinclair McCary Curtis, C’08; Emily Lowder, C’08; Morgan 
Manser, C’09; Elizabeth Dargan Pesant, C’08; Lauren Palmore, 
C’07; and LeighAnne Evans, C’08.

Morgan Larkin, C’08, married Paul Cobuzzi in Summit, N.J., on 
July 14, 2012. Sewanee alumni in attendance included: Jay 
Kington, C’03; Brett Bares, C’03; Susie Clark Bares, C’08; 
Joey Steuer, C’09; Dani Barker Kington, C’07; Cole Larsen, 
C’09; Grace Schildknecht, C’08; Sarah Barrineau, C’09; Jaclyn 
Warner, C’08; Elizabeth Klingman DuFlo, C’08; Kaitlyn Stavish, 
C’08; Nancy Potekhen, C’08; Mary Fishburne, C’08; Elizabeth 
Gray, C’08.

Mike Forster, C’10, and his 
wife, Christina, welcomed their 
second daughter, Emma Grace 
Forster, on Dec. 28, 2012.

Louise Conrad Hargis, C’08, married David Hargis at the Church 
of the Ascension in Knoxville, Tenn. on Nov. 17, 2012. Pictured: 
Elizabeth Ivey, C’04; the Rev. Watson Lamb, T’11; Caitlyn 
Mayer, C’09; Jessica Barber, C’09; Katie Pigg Lamb, C’08; Sa-
mantha Dotson, C’09; Louise Conrad Hargis, C’08, the Rev. Rob 
Travis, T’06; David Hargis; Gregory Morris, C’08; Elizabeth Lust, 
C’09; Lauren Fitzpatrick, C’09; Leah Breitenstine, C’06; Katie 
Bellis, C’06.
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KEEP IN TOUCH!
We know exciting things have happened since you left the 
Mountain. Let us know about your new job, promotion, 
marriage or family addition. Send news to: 
 classnotes@sewanee.edu or
 Buck Butler
 Office of Marketing & Communications
 735 University Avenue
 Sewanee, TN 37383-1000

Deadlines and policies Class notes deadlines fall about 
10 weeks before the magazine is published. Sewanee 
magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please let 
us know about weddings, births, and degrees received after 
they have happened. 

Alumni photograph policies We accept photos of Sewanee 
groups at weddings and other special events. With the photo, 
send the names and class years of all alumni pictured; 
birth date, parents’ names, and class years with photos of 
children; dates and locations of events pictured. 
 Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; 
color is preferred. Prints should be on glossy paper with no 
surface texture. Prints will be returned at your request; write 
your name and address on the back.
 Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 300 pixels per inch 
and 4 x 6 in. minimum dimension. Low-resolution photos 
converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.



 In Memoriam

Obituaries are published for alumni 
of the College of Arts and Sciences 
and select friends of the University. 
Sewanee magazine’s policy is to publish 
the names of surviving spouses. Due to 
space limitations, other survivors may 
not be listed.

James W. Coleman Jr., C’40, 
of Charleston, S.C., died on 
Jan. 16, 2013. While at Se-
wanee, he served as president 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon and 
vice president of the Order of 
Gownsmen. He served as an 
officer in the U.S. Navy and 
fought in the Pacific Campaign, 
having served on the USS 
Chaumont and was captain of 
two smaller ships. He finished 
his naval career as a lieuten-
ant commander, teaching 
various NROTC courses at the 
University of South Carolina. 
He served as senior vice presi-
dent and CEO of the Charles-
ton office of the First National 
Bank of South Carolina. He 
was also president and chair-
man of Liberty National Bank 
and regional senior financial 
vice president of Southern 
Bank/BB&T. He was a lifelong 
member of St. Michael’s 
Church, where he served as 
senior and junior warden and 
was one of the longest serving 
trustees. He was very active 
in the civic, social, and art 
communities of Charleston. He 
was a part of the early organi-
zation of Spoleto USA, serving 
on its board for many years 
and was also on the board of 
the Gibbes Museum of Art. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Anne, and their five children, 
eight grandchildren, and seven 
great-grandchildren. 

Cecil I. Beasley, C’40, of 
Jacksonville Beach, Fla., 
died on Oct. 9, 2012. He 
was employed with the City 
of Jacksonville Police for 28 
years and retired as detec-

tive sergeant. He also owned 
and operated Beasley Tire 
Service and worked for the 
State Agriculture Department 
and for the Atlantic National 
Bank. He was the oldest living 
police officer in Duval County 
and was honored in 2011. 
He is survived by his three 
daughters, six grandchildren, 
12 great-grandchildren, and a 
great-great-granddaughter.

Eugene Noel Zeigler, C’42, 
H’92, of Florence, S.C., died 
on Oct. 8, 2012. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Delta 
Tau Delta and was awarded 
the Guerry Medal in English. 
Upon graduation, he entered 
the U.S. Navy’s midshipman’s 
school and was commissioned 
in the fall of 1942. He served 
as an officer on four aircraft 
carriers and was among the 
first troops to go ashore at 
Hong Kong and the Japanese 
City of Nagasaki. He earned 
the title of captain, and he 
founded and later commanded 
the Naval Reserve Unit in 
Florence. Zeigler earned his 
law degree from Harvard Law 
School in 1949, and practiced 
law continuously until 2007. 
He founded Pee Dee Big 
Brothers, the first Big Broth-
ers organization in the South, 
in 1953, and the Florence 
Fine Arts Council in 1954. He 
served on the West Commis-
sion, which formulated the 
Home Rule Amendments to 
the South Carolina Constitu-
tion, and chaired legislative 
committees that reformed the 
juvenile justice and correc-
tions system. He wrote and 
sponsored the legislation that 
created the South Carolina 
Arts Institute of Archaeology 
and Anthropology, and wrote 
and sponsored the legisla-
tion that created the South 
Carolina Arts Commission. He 
also wrote six books including 
In Disgrace with Fortune and 
Men’s Eyes, which profiles 47 
forgotten, ignored or unpopu-

lar South Carolinians, and 
was published several weeks 
before his death. He received 
many awards in recognition of 
his achievements and contri-
butions, including the South 
Carolina Jack Baker Award, 
the Order of the Palmetto, the 
Governors Award in Humani-
ties, and the South Caro-
lina Bar Foundation’s DuRant 
Award for Distinguished Public 
Service. He is survived by 
his wife, Anne Marion Lide, 
four children, including Helen 
Zeigler Ellerbe, C’76, and Ben-
jamin Zeigler, C’92, and 11 
grandchildren, including Belton 
Zeigler Jr., C’05, and Sanford 
Zeigler, C’07.

Ralph C. Kinnamon, N’43, of 
Knoxville, Tenn., died on Oct. 
7, 2012. He began his aca-
demic career at the University 
of Tennessee until World War 
II, when he volunteered for 
service in the U.S. Navy and 
was selected for the V-12 
Navy College Training program. 
He attended the University 
of Texas and Sewanee. He 
completed his education at 
Tennessee Technological 
University and graduated with 
a degree in physics. He was a 
retired senior instrumentation 
engineer who had worked in 
the instrumentation engineer-
ing departments at both the 
Oak Ridge Gaseous Diffusion 
Plant and the Y-12 Nuclear 
Weapons Plant. He is survived 
by his wife, Jerry. 

George L. Dowd, N’44, of 
Memphis, Tenn., died on Oct. 
3, 2012. At the height of World 
War II, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy and was accepted into 
the V-12 program at Sewanee. 
He was sent to the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Center 
and Northwestern University. 
He completed his bachelor’s 
degree in American history at 
Union University and com-
pleted advanced degrees at 
the University of Mississippi. 

He retired from the University 
of Memphis in 1994 after 31 
years. He is survived by his 
wife, Martha, and a daughter.

Cline Knowles Jr., N’44, of 
Corpus Christi, Texas, died on 
Sept. 24, 2012. He enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy on his 17th 
birthday and began his college 
career at Emory and Henry Col-
lege in Virginia. He transferred 
to Sewanee and then to the 
University of Oklahoma where 
he joined the NROTC. After the 
war, he attended flight school 
in Pensacola, Fla., where he re-
ceived his wings of gold. After 
23 years of distinguished ser-
vice, he retired from the U.S. 
Navy, obtaining the rank of Lt. 
Commander. He then pursued 
a master’s degree and teach-
ing certificate from Texas A&I 
University. He taught history 
at Mary Carroll High School for 
21 years. He is survived by his 
wife, Gloria, three sons, eight 
grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren. 

Robert P. White, C’45, of 
Loxley, Ala., died on Nov. 22, 
2012. While he was attend-
ing Sewanee, Pearl Harbor 
was attacked, changing the 
plans of nearly everyone in 
the world, including White. 
He served three-plus years in 
the U.S. Coast Guard on the 
Gulf Coast. He and his wife 
established White’s Imports 
in 1959, bringing MGs and 
Volvos to the Mobile area. He 
was a member of the Mobile 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
the Mobile Men’s Chorus and 
served as an Episcopal lay-
reader at St. Andrew’s Mobile, 
St. Alban’s Loxley, and St. 
James Fairhope. He is survived 
by his wife, Rose, two daugh-
ters, eight grandchildren and 
20 great-grandchildren.

Travis H. Boykin Jr., N’46, of 
Hattiesburg, Miss., died on 
Nov. 2, 2012. During World 
War II, Travis was in the Navy 
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on active duty, during which 
time he served aboard several 
ships. He also attended the 
University of the South for spe-
cialized communications train-
ing along with several other 
universities. After the war, he 
worked in advertising in Hous-
ton, Texas, and worked as a 
job counselor for the State of 
Louisiana in New Orleans. He 
returned home to Hattiesburg 
to open a highly stylized retail 
shop selling top-of-the-line 
merchandise imported from 
Scandinavian countries. Skan-
dia was open from 1971 to 
1997. He was a loyal member 
of Trinity Episcopal Church for 
many years.

Billups P. Percy, C’47, of New 
Orleans, La., died on Jan. 
18, 2013. He served as an 
officer in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II, having graduated 
from the U.S. Naval Academy 
in 1942. He served as the 
captain of a PT boat during the 
Solomon Islands campaign 
and later served aboard a sub-
marine that completed three 
successful combat patrols 
in Japanese Empire waters. 
He was awarded the Silver 
Star Medal and the Bronze 
Star Medal. He continued his 
education with courses at 
Sewanee and went on to law 
school at the University of 
Virginia. After marrying, he set-
tled in New Orleans, joined the 
law faculty at Tulane University 
and taught constitutional law 
for over 30 years. He was a 
lifelong member of Trinity Epis-
copal Church in New Orleans. 
He is survived by four children 
and four grandchildren.

Samuel W. Esslinger, C’48, of 
Florence, Ala., died on May 29, 
2012. Before earning his B.A. 
in economics from the Univer-
sity of the South, he volun-
teered and served in the Navy 
V-12 program and was com-
missioned and assigned to the 
Aleutian Islands, Alaska. After 

his discharge, he returned to 
Sewanee and completed his 
degree. He was a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. He was 
the manager of the Florence 
office of Crawford and Com-
pany insurance adjusters from 
1953 until retirement. He is 
survived by his wife, Martha, 
five children, and five grand-
children. 

Walter D. Bryant Jr., C’49, 
of Sewanee, Tenn., died on 
June, 27, 2012. He served 
three years in the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps during World War 
II. Upon his return from the 
war, he enrolled at Sewanee, 
where he was a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega and gradu-
ated in 1949. He coached 
football and track for two years 
at his high school alma mater 
while acquiring his master’s 
degree from the University of 
Alabama. He then returned 
to Sewanee as assistant 
athletic director, and coached 
track and football. In 1953, 
he became athletic director, 
where he served for almost 
30 years. He also coached 
golf after becoming athletic 
director. His teams amassed 
11 conference titles and an 
appearance in the Division III 
national championships. He 
served several years on the 
Division III NCAA rules com-
mittee, which he eventually 
headed for two years. He also 
served as commissioner of the 
College Athletic Conference, as 
well as overseeing a massive 
expansion in team sports at 
Sewanee. He is survived by his 
wife, Blanche, one son, and 
two grandchildren. 

The Rev. Arthur J. Lockhart, 
C’49, of Lee’s Summit, Mo., 
died on Sept. 2, 2012. After 
graduating from Sewanee, 
Arthur attended General 
Theological Seminary and later 
received his master’s of sa-
cred theology from Sewanee. 
He served in the Army Corps 

of Engineers in the Philippines 
and Japan during World War 
II. For more than 57 years, 
he served as parish priest, 
hospital chaplain, canon 
pastor, teacher, and supply 
priest. He is survived by his 
wife, Sally, two children, seven 
grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren. 

Dr. Ben E. Watson, C’49, of 
Lexington, Ky., died on May 4, 
2012. He served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II and 
attended the Army’s Japanese 
School at Yale. He received a 
B.S. from Sewanee and both a 
Ph.D. and an M.D. from Tulane 
University. For the next 27 
years, he practiced gastro-
enterology at the Lexington 
Clinic. He was president of the 
Lexington Ballet Company and 
was a member of the Lexing-
ton Singers. He was well-
known for building beautiful 
furniture, particularly mahoga-
ny pieces, in the Williamsburg 
style. He is survived by his 
wife, Mildred, three daughters, 
and eight grandchildren. 

The Rev. Dr. George C Bedell 
II, C’50, H’91, of Gainesville, 
Fla., died on Nov. 28, 2012. 
He earned a B.A. in English 
with honors from Sewanee, 
a master’s of divinity from 
Virginia Theological Seminary, 
a master’s in English at the 
University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, and a Ph.D. in 
religion at Duke University. At 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
Phi Delta Theta. Before retire-
ment, he served 27 years in 
various capacities in Florida’s 
state university system. He 
was director of the Univer-
sity Press of Florida, served 
16 years on the staff of the 
Florida Board of Regents, was 
appointed director of humani-
ties and fine arts in 1971, and 
served as executive vice-chan-
cellor, vice-chancellor and di-
rector of personnel and faculty 
relations. He also chaired the 

lobbying effort for the universi-
ty system. He was an ordained 
priest of the Episcopal Church 
and served parishes in the 
Diocese of Florida from 1953 
to 1964. He was twice elected 
to represent the diocese at 
the national church’s trien-
nial convention and joined 
the faculty of the Department 
of Religion at Florida State 
University. He is the author 
of Kierkegaard and Faulkner: 
Modalities of Existence and 
published a number of articles 
and delivered a number of pa-
pers at national and regional 
professional meetings. He co-
authored Religion in America. 
From 1985 through 1998, 
Bedell served as a trustee of 
the Jessie Ball duPont Fund, 
Jacksonville, and twice served 
as its chair. He was a founding 
board member of Gulf Coast 
Community College from 1956 
to 1962, and a member of the 
Florida Supreme Court Judicial 
Nominating Commission from 
1990 to 1994. He served 
as a trustee of the Newberry 
Library, Chicago, from 1995 to 
2001 and was a member of 
the board of directors of Epis-
copal Relief and Development, 
New York, from 1996 to 2000. 
He was appointed a trustee of 
the University of the South in 
2008 but resigned in the fall 
of 2008, citing his health as 
the reason for his resignation. 
In that year, he was asked to 
consider appointment as the 
dean and president of Virginia 
Theological Seminary, which he 
also declined. He is survived 
by his wife, Elizabeth, three 
sons, and five grandchildren.
 
Eugene P. Brown, C’50, of 
Findlay, Ohio, died on March 
25, 2012. He retired from P&A 
Industries, where he was the 
plant manager. He is survived 
by his fiancée, Janice Goble, 
nine children, 13 grandchil-
dren, and one great-grandchild.
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Chester E. Flavin, C’50, of 
Springfield, Mass., died on 
Dec. 24, 2012. He enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy, where he 
served as a radioman on a 
minesweeper in the Pacific 
and Atlantic theaters. After 
the war, he attended Sewanee 
and earned a B.A. in English. 
While at Sewanee, he was a 
member of Delta Tau Delta. 
He entered the Army Reserves 
as a second lieutenant and 
served as an active duty of-
ficer until his retirement at the 
rank of captain. He earned a 
law degree from Western New 
England College School of Law 
and worked for Ross & Ross, 
a firm specializing in patent, 
trademark, and copyright law. 
He was admitted to the Mas-
sachusetts Bar and the United 
States Patent Bar in 1965 and 
became a partner in the firm of 
Ross, Ross & Flavin in 1975. 
In 2002, as the sole surviving 
partner, he closed the firm and 
moved to McCormick, Paulding 
& Huber, practicing intellectual 
property law until his death. 
He and his wife, Betty, were 
among the first parishioners of 
St. Catherine of Siena Church 
in Springfield and worked on 
the building committee for the 
construction of the church. 
For many years, he organized 
and trained the lectors at St. 
Catherine’s, was a member of 
the Parish Council, and was 
an usher at the church. He is 
survived by three children, and 
nine grandchildren.

Robert J. Huffman, C’50, of 
Hickory, N.C., died on Aug. 
29, 2012. He was president 
of Huffman Sausage Com-
pany. He was a member of 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
in Hickory, and served on its 
vestry as senior warden. He 
was a past president of the 
North Carolina Meat Packers 
Association and a founding 
member of North State Acad-
emy. He is survived by his wife, 

Alice, four children, and four 
grandchildren. 

Robert W. Ward Jr., C’50, of 
Lexington, Ky., died on Nov. 5, 
2012. After graduating from 
Sewanee and completing his 
military service, he lived and 
worked in New York City before 
returning home to Kentucky 
to run his family farm. Robert 
served on the Scott County 
Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion for 32 years and was 
county treasurer at his retire-
ment. He is survived by his 
wife, Amelia, and one stepson. 

George A. Dotson, C’51, of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., died on 
Jan. 29, 2013. He played foot-
ball at Sewanee, was a veteran 
of the U.S. Army, and received 
the Korean Service Medal with 
one Bronze Star and the Unit-
ed Nations Service Medal. He 
was past commander of the 
American Legion Post 214. He 
was retired as city court clerk 
with the city of Chattanooga. 
He was a member and deacon 
at Spring Creek Road Baptist 
Church and had been treasurer 
for 40 years. He is survived by 
his wife, Emily, one daughter, 
and one grandchild.

Claude M. Scarborough Jr., 
C’51, of Columbia, S.C., died 
on Sept. 15, 2012. He was the 
managing partner of Nelson 
Mullins Riley & Scarborough 
law firm. He practiced law 
with the firm after completing 
service in the U.S. Army as 
a first lieutenant from 1952 
to 1955. He earned his law 
degree from the University of 
South Carolina School of Law 
and served as president of 
the South Carolina Bar and as 
chairman of the board of the 
South Carolina Bar Foundation. 
He was awarded the Herbert 
Harley Award by the American 
Judicature Society for his ser-
vice to judicial reform in South 
Carolina, the Order of the 
Palmetto for his service to the 

state, and the DuRant Award 
for distinguished public service 
to the bar and the community. 
He also received the Com-
pleat Lawyer Award from the 
University of South Carolina 
School of Law. He served as 
chairman of the South Carolina 
Research Authority and chair-
man of the Greater Columbia 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
also served as president of 
the board of trustees, as well 
as chairman of the board of 
commissioners and trustees 
of the Columbia Museum of 
Art. He is survived by his wife, 
Sarah, four children, and one 
grandchild. 

John B. Davis, C’52, of Point 
Clear, Ala., died on Oct. 18, 
2012. John attended the 
University of the South, where 
he was a member of Phi Delta 
Theta, and graduated from 
Auburn. He retired after 50 
years with Davis and Major 
Inc. of Birmingham, which was 
founded by his father and is 
still family-run. He was active 
in industrial, residential, and 
gulf-front building and devel-
opment. He was a founding 
director of the First Commer-
cial Bank and was a founding 
member of Mountain Brook 
Community Church. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Sarah, eight 
children, nine grandchildren, 
and three great-grandchildren.

Robert E. Gossett, C’52, of 
Houston, Texas, died on Aug. 
5, 2012. He was a captain in 
the National Guard, serving for 
13 years. He started working 
for Standard Oil in 1952, and 
in 1976 he became a district 
landman for Diamond Sham-
rock. In 1982, he was selected 
Landman of the Year. He was 
president of the Houston 
Association of Petroleum Land-
men, 1989-90. He served as 
a director of Hammersmith 
Community Improvement As-
sociation for 16 years. He is 

survived by his wife, Mary, one 
daughter, and two grandchildren.

The Rev. Charles K. Horn, 
C’52, of Brandon, Miss., died 
on Dec. 17, 2012. After a 
short stint in the U.S. Navy, 
he attended and graduated 
from Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega. 
He continued his education 
at the Virginia Theological 
Seminary and was ordained 
into the Episcopal priesthood. 
His parish ministry began in 
Guntersville, Ala., after which 
he served several parishes 
in the Diocese of Alabama. 
In the 1960s, he worked 
diligently with civic groups for 
the healing of racial unrest. 
In the 1980s, he was called 
to Mississippi to serve at St. 
Columb’s Episcopal Church 
in Madison. His ministry 
was extended to Holy Trinity, 
Crystal Springs; St. Stephen’s, 
Hazlehurst; and the Episcopal 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
in Terry. In 1994, he retired 
from active ministry and 
continued serving areas where 
he was needed. In 2006, he 
volunteered at St. Peter’s-by-
the-Lake as interim priest. 
There, he initiated an adult 
Sunday school class and other 
instructional classes. He is 
survived by his wife, Jane, his 
son, Dr. Charles Jonathan K. 
Horn Jr., C’79, one daughter, 
three stepchildren, seven 
grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren.

Robert D. Logan, C’52, of 
Shelbyville, Ky., died on Sept. 
30, 2012. He played bas-
ketball and golf at Sewanee 
before transferring to the Uni-
versity of Kentucky and signing 
up for the Air Force Reserves. 
He served two years in Europe 
during the Korean War. After 
graduation, he returned to 
Shelbyville and began work-
ing for the family business, 
Logan’s Laundry. He and 
his brothers took over the 
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business from their father. 
He spent his career building 
the company into a success-
ful uniform and healthcare 
linen service, Logan’s Uniform 
Rental and Logan’s Healthcare 
Linen Supply, before retiring 
and turning it over to the next 
generation of Logans in 1990. 
He served for many years as 
a director and chairman of the 
board of Shelby County Trust 
Bank. His true passion was 
golf, and he scored nine hole-
in-ones during his long career. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Jean, two children, and five 
grandchildren. 

Art Moseley, C’52, of Win-
chester, Tenn., died on Oct. 8, 
2012. He was a well-known 
artist and sign painter who 
painted signs in Franklin and 
surrounding counties for many 
years. Many recognized his 
work by his logo, “Moseley Did 
It.” He was a faithful member 
of the Estill Springs Method-
ist Church, where he taught 
the adult class for 35 years. 
His specialty was pen and ink 
drawings, mostly of Franklin 
County. He is survived by his 
wife, Margret, two children, 
three grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild.  

Robert E. Bainbridge, C’53, of 
Nashville, Tenn., died on Dec. 
22, 2012. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Kappa Alpha Or-
der. He is survived by his wife, 
Doris, two daughters, and two 
grandsons. 

John S. Bransford Jr., C’53 
of Nashville, Tenn., died on 
June 2, 2012. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Phi Delta 
Theta. He left Sewanee to 
join the U.S. Air Force during 
the Korean War. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree from 
Vanderbilt University after 
his tour of duty. In 1955, he 
became sales manager of 
Springfield Woolen Mills. After 
Springfield, he began a career 
as an entrepreneur, start-
ing successful companies in 
manufacturing, health care, 
and an early pioneer of online 
database publishing. In 1958, 
he co-founded Cumberland 
Shoe Corp and Durango Boot 
Company in Franklin, Tenn. It 
became the second-largest 
domestic cowboy boot manu-
facturer of the time. He served 
as president and director until 
it was sold to Georgia Shoe 
Company. He co-authored 
“The Wakefield Report,” which 
provided insight into the 
problem of rising health care 
costs. That led to his founding 
of American Health Profiles 
Inc., which developed systems 
for providing health screen-
ing/physical examinations on 
a massive scale. In 1978, 
he founded Occupational 
Health Services. The company 
provided fee-based computer 
services and database access 
to corporations. He moved 
the company’s operations 
to Nashville in 1981. OHS 
became one of only a handful 
of pre-internet commercially 
successful online businesses 
nationwide. He is survived by 
his wife, Nell, two sons, and 
five grandchildren. 

Ross B. Clark II, C’54, of 
Memphis, Tenn., died on Nov. 
8, 2012. After graduating from 
Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Phi Gamma Delta, 
he earned his law degree from 
the University of Tennessee 
College of Law. He was active 
in the Tennessee legal com-
munity for many years, serving 
as a partner in the law firms 
of Laughlin Halle, Apperson 
Crump and Armstrong Allen. 
He served as chairman of the 
Tennessee College of Law 
Dean’s Council and Alumni 
Council, and as a class agent 
and trustee of the University 
of the South. He served as 
president of the Memphis and 
Shelby County Bar Association, 
and was a co-founder of Mem-
phis Area Legal Services and 
of the Memphis Bar Founda-
tion. Active in the Tennessee 
Bar Association, he was West 
Tennessee vice-president, and 
a founder and president of the 
Tennessee Bar Foundation. 
He was appointed by Gov. Don 
Sundquist as one of three 
Tennessee councilors of the 
National Council on Uniform 
State Laws, where he served 
for a number of years. A de-
vout member of the Episcopal 
Church, he was a vestryman, 
junior warden, and lay reader 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
and vestryman of Calvary Epis-
copal Church. He was also a 
past chairman of the Memphis 
and Shelby County Heart As-
sociation. He is survived by his 
wife, Madge, one son, and one 
grandson. 

Dan S. Abbott, C’55, of 
Abilene, Texas, died on May 
19, 2012. At Sewanee, he was 
a track and field athlete and 
a member of Beta Theta Pi 
and Phi Beta Kappa. Dan sat 
for and passed the bar exam 
even before graduating from 
law school at the University of 
Texas at Austin. He started his 
law career working for the dis-
trict attorney’s office in Abilene 
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Dr. Bertram Wyatt-Brown, 
C’53, H’85, of Baltimore, Md., 
died on Nov. 5, 2012. He 
received a degree in English 
from Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Phi Delta 
Theta, served two years in 
the U.S. Navy, then earned a 
second bachelor’s degree at 
King’s College in Cambridge, 
England. (While there, he be-
friended a group of poets that 
included Ted Hughes. It was 
Wyatt-Brown who introduced 

Hughes to Sylvia Plath, the poet and novelist he later 
married.) He received his doctorate from Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore in 1963, studying under the 
Southern historian C. Vann Woodward. Wyatt-Brown was 
a historian of the American South who documented how 
honor and the sometimes violent means by which people 
sought to preserve it were central forces in Southern 
culture and in the region’s embrace of slavery. His break-
through work was Southern Honor: Ethics and Behavior 
in the Old South, published in 1982. In the book, he as-
serted that honor played a special role in the antebellum 
South and its institution of slavery. The book was a final-
ist for the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize in 
history. An abridged version of Southern Honor published 
in 1986, Honor and Violence in the Old South, was used 
as a text in many college courses on Southern history. He 
published books on many topics, including the abolition-
ist Lewis Tappan, and on the role of depression in the 
creative process of several generations of the novelist 
Walker Percy’s family. He taught at several universities 
but spent most of his career at Case Western Reserve in 
Cleveland and the University of Florida in Gainesville be-
fore becoming a visiting scholar at Johns Hopkins. He is 
survived by his wife, Anne Jewett Marbury, one daughter, 
and two grandchildren.



for a few years before entering 
private practice with his father 
at the Abbott & Abbott law 
firm. He continued the practice 
independently when his father 
died in 1972, and was still 
working on cases until his 
own death. He had a key role 
in founding Serenity House, 
a place of recovery for many 
people who have suffered from 
drug and alcohol addiction, 
and served on its board of 
directors. He was an excel-
lent marksman and ballistics 
enthusiast, and in his younger 
years, he raced stock cars. He 
was interested in mineralogy, 
coins, history, woodworking, 
and playing musical instru-
ments, and was a skilled 
storyteller. He is survived by 
his wife, Karen, one daughter, 
and two grandchildren. 

Dr. Edward McCrady III, C’55, 
of Sewanee, died on Jan. 24, 
2013. The eldest son of Se-
wanee Vice-Chancellor Edward 
McCrady and his wife, Edith, 
he was raised in Sewanee, and 
attended the Sewanee Military 
Academy. He graduated from 
the College, where he was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega, 
and later served as a trustee 
of the University. Early in his 
life, he developed an interest 
in airplanes and aviation. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force, 
for which he piloted B-47 
bombers in the Strategic Air 
Command during the cold war. 
He earned a Ph.D. in biology 
from the University of Virginia, 
and began a 31-year career 
teaching biology at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, Greens-
boro, where he was awarded 
Teacher of the Year honors. He 
was co-editor of the fifth edi-
tion of Torrey’s Morphogenesis 
of the Vertebrates, and edited 
and published his father’s prin-
cipal work, Seen and Unseen: 
A Biologist Views the Universe. 
He was a lay leader in the 
Diocese of North Carolina and 
senior warden of St. Francis’ 

Church, Greensboro. After 
retirement in 1995, he and his 
wife retired to their childhood 
home, continuing in Sewanee 
as active members of academ-
ic and civic causes. They both 
sang in the Sewanee Chorale, 
and he played flute in the Se-
wanee Orchestra. They served 
together as co-presidents of 
the Friends of the Library, and 
of the Friends of the Sewanee 
Summer Music Festival. He 
was a director of the town’s 
utility district, and president of 
Housing Sewanee, for which 
he labored directly as a hands-
on project manager. He is 
survived by his three children, 
including Helen McCrady, 
C’78, and son John McCrady, 
C’80, by six grandchildren, by 
sister Sally McCrady Hubbard, 
and brothers James Waring 
McCrady, C’59, and John Mc-
Crady, C’59.

Harold E. Self Sr., C’55, of Mc-
Calla, Ala., died on July 9, 2012. 
At Sewanee, he played baseball 
and football, and he later played 
semi-professional baseball and 
was inducted into the North 
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame. 
He was a deacon at Berney 
Points Baptist Church and later 
at Rock Mountain Lakes Baptist 
Church. He is survived by his 
wife, Patsy, three children, eight 
grandchildren, and 10 great-
grandchildren. 

Robert R. Webb, C’55, of 
Louisville, Ky., died on January 
21, 2013. At Sewanee, he was 
a history major and a mem-
ber of Kappa Alpha Order. He 
was also a U.S. Army veteran. 
He became the president of 
the family businesses, Webb 
Transfer Line and the WPB Oil 
Company, Shell Distribution 
upon the death of his father, 
R. Reed Webb, in November 
1967. He ran the trucking 
company until it was dissolved 
in the mid-1970s and the 
oil company was sold in the 
mid-1970s. His love of geneal-

ogy led him to complete an 
extensive study of England’s 
monarchy, and he compiled a 
book, which remained in manu-
script form. He was a longtime 
member of St. James Epis-
copal Church in Shelbyville. 
After relocating to Louisville, 
he became affiliated with St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church. He 
is survived by his two sons.

Robert A. Wilk, C’55, of 
Labelle, Fla., died on April 19, 
2012. 

Dr. John J. Yoder, C’55, of 
Blue Ridge, Ga., died on Dec. 
25, 2012. He graduated from 
Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Beta Theta Pi, with 
a degree in chemistry and then 
completed a master’s degree 
in biochemistry from Rutgers 
University. He earned his 
M.D. from Temple University 
Medical School and completed 
a residency in orthopedic 
surgery at the University of 
Tennessee. He enlisted in the 
U.S. Army and served a tour 
of duty in Vietnam in a MASH 
unit as chief of orthopedics. 
He was honorably discharged 
with a rank of major and re-
ceived the Bronze Star for his 
heroism and for the countless 
lives he saved as a surgeon 
in Vietnam. He practiced 
orthopedic surgery in several 
locations including Defiance 
and Blue Ridge, Ga., until his 
semi-retirement several years 
ago. He was the recipient of a 
50-year service medal from the 
American Medical Association. 
He was active in the Episco-
pal Church, having served in 
several capacities including 
vestryman, eucharistic min-
ister, lay reader, delegate to 
the diocesan convention, and 
senior warden at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church in Copperhill, 
Tenn. He also served as a 
trustee of the University of the 
South. He is survived by his 
wife, Yvette, two children, and 
eight grandchildren. 

Charles D. Ham, C’56, of Fay-
etteville, Tenn., died on Aug. 5, 
2011. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Kappa Alpha Order. 
He later earned a master’s 
degree in forestry at Duke 
University. During his service 
in the U.S. Air Force, he was a 
lieutenant on the Distant Early 
Warning line above the Arctic 
Circle in Canada. As a district 
sales manager for DuBoise 
Chemical Company, he worked 
for many years in Paducah, 
Ky. Upon his retirement, he 
refurbished and occupied his 
great-grandfather’s house on 
the Elk River near Fayetteville 
and helped to manage family 
farmland. He is survived by 
a son, John Ham, C’86, a 
daughter, two grandchildren 
and by his brother, Eugene 
Ham, C’70. 

Richard B. Hughes, C’57, of 
Atlanta, Ga., died on Nov. 20, 
2012. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega. 
He earned a master’s degree 
in creative writing from Johns 
Hopkins University. He served 
in the U.S. Air Force and was 
honorably discharged as a 
captain. He excelled in adver-
tising, working with Henderson 
Advertising in Greenville, S.C., 
and BBDO in Atlanta. He also 
opened agencies in California 
and Georgia. He realized a 
life’s dream with the publica-
tion of his first novel, the 
historical thriller Code Firefly 
and its sequel Coat of Nails. 
He served as an elder with 
Fourth Presbyterian Church 
in Greenville and attended 
Peachtree Presbyterian in 
Atlanta. He is survived by his 
wife, Beth, two children, and 
four grandchildren. 

Carl Mee III, C’57, of Pick-
ens, S.C., died on May 20, 
2012. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Beta Theta Pi and 
earned a B.S. in mathemat-
ics. He served in the U.S. Air 
Force for four years, attaining 

SUMMER 2013 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 49



the rank of lieutenant. After 
earning a master’s degree in 
mathematics at the University 
of Virginia, he began work at 
Bellcomm, a division of AT&T 
Bell Laboratories. During 
his 30 years of service for 
Bellcomm in Washington, D.C., 
and Bell Labs in Murray Hill, 
N.J., he helped with the Apollo 
XI mission to the moon and 
the development of the UNIX 
operating system and touch-
screen technology. Even after 
retirement, he continued his 
work on touch-screen technol-
ogy. He is survived by his wife, 
Lynda, four children, and nine 
grandchildren. 

Larimore Burton Jr., C’59, of 
Brentwood, Tenn., died on Nov. 
29, 2012. At Sewanee, he was 
a history major and a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. He 
is survived by his wife, Patty, 
three children, and two grand-
children. 

Peter M. Stoebe, C’59, of 
Roanoke, Va., died on May 9, 
2011. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Delta Tau Delta. 
He was a successful real 
estate broker and later owned 
and operated a Christian 
bookstore. He was active in 
leading and coordinating home 
groups, facilitating Scripture 
study, prayer, and Kairos Prison 

Ministry. He is survived by his 
wife, Karen, six sons, and 14 
grandchildren. 

Frederic J. Turpin, C’59, of 
St. Petersburg, Fla., died on 
Sept. 13, 2012. After graduat-
ing from Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Kappa Alpha 
Order, he became active in 
the life of downtown Tampa, 
Fla., as a property owner, real 
estate broker, and appraiser. 
He served on the board of the 
Salvation Army of Tampa. He 
was associated with both Hyde 
Park United Methodist and St. 
John’s Episcopal churches. He 
is survived by his wife, Carol 
Ann, two children, and two 
grandchildren.

The Rev. Nicholas Albanese, 
C’60, T’63, of Wind Gap, Pa., 
died on Nov. 10, 2012. He 
graduated from Sewanee with 
a B.A. in history and a master 
of divinity degree from The 
School of Theology. He served 
in the U.S. Navy during World 
War II and was a member of 
the American Legion in Wind 
Gap. His ministry lasted 48 
years, including three years 
of missionary work in Central 
America. His service included 
parishes in the Scranton, Pa., 
area, in Laurel, Del., and for 
12 years he was the priest of 
St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church 
in West Bangor, Pa., and St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church in 
Wind Gap, his home parish. He 
worked tirelessly to create and 
promote local outreach pro-
grams, including a food bank 
for the poor, which operated 
out of St. Joseph’s Church. He 
was a member of the Society 
of St. Francis, and has been 
honored by the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania for 22 years 
of distinguished service as 
chaplain for the Episcopal 
Apartments of the Slate Belt, 
for which he also served on 
the board of directors. He is 
survived by his wife, Angie, two 
children, including Nicholas 

Albanese, C’92, and three 
grandchildren. 

The Rev. Michael C. Boss, 
C’60, T’66, of Jacksonville, 
Fla., died on Aug. 6, 2012. At 
Sewanee, he was a member 
and president of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. He attended Officers 
Candidate School and served 
his country as a communica-
tions officer in the U.S. Navy. 
He returned to Sewanee, 
where he earned a master 
of divinity degree in 1966, 
and served his first church in 
Pensacola, Fla. He went on to 
serve churches in St. Augus-
tine, Fla.; Charleston, S.C.; 
and Jacksonville. He retired 
from St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, the parish where he 
grew up, was baptized, and 
confirmed. In retirement he 
served as rector emeritus at 
St. Paul’s until his death. He 
is survived by his wife, Nancy, 
three children, including Laurie 
Clark, C’83, and Aldrich Boss, 
C’89, nine grandchildren, and 
two great-grandchildren.

Patrick P. Carey, C’60, of 
Memphis, Tenn., died on Jan. 
9, 2013. After studying at 
Sewanee, he worked at H.W. 
Mosby Lumber Manufactur-
ing in Helena, Ark. He joined 
the U.S. Army, training at Fort 
Leonard Wood. He graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
American studies from San 
Francisco State University. 
He returned to Memphis and 
joined his father in the family 
business, Sam Carey Lumber 
Company. He served on the 
board of the National Hard-
wood Lumber Association and 
as president of the Lumber-
men’s Club of Memphis. He is 
survived by his wife, Kay, two 
children, a stepson, and five 
grandchildren. 

The Rev. Douglas P. Evett, 
C’60, of Ypsilanti Township, 
Mich., died on Aug. 24, 2012. 
He received his B.A from 
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Otis A. Brumby Jr., C’62, 
of Marietta, Ga., died on 
Sept. 8, 2012. At Se-
wanee, he was a member 
of Kappa Alpha Order 
and a political science 
major. He earned a law 
degree from the Univer-
sity of Georgia and then 
returned to Marietta as 
assistant to the publisher 
of his father’s newspa-
per, the Marietta Daily 
Journal. He took over as 
publisher two years later 

and soon launched a major expansion with the Neighbor 
Newspaper group, which eventually published 27 free 
weekly newspapers throughout metro Atlanta’s suburbs. 
He championed open government and railed against public 
waste and corruption during the 45 years he served as 
publisher of the Journal, a position that earned him the 
respect of mayors, governors, and U.S. senators. While 
advocating leaner government and lower taxes on his 
editorial pages, he also pushed to strengthen Georgia laws 
that ensure state and local governments are transparent 
to the public and the press. He served on the Marietta 
School Board and as chairman of the State School Board. 
He was a trustee of the University of Georgia Foundation, 
the Arch Foundation of UGA, and the Kennesaw College 
Foundation. He represented the Seventh Congressional 
District on the state Board of Transportation. He endowed 
a professorship of First Amendment law for journalism and 
law students at the University of Georgia in 2004. He is 
survived by his wife, Martha, five children, including Anna 
Brumby, C’98, and 10 grandchildren. 



Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Kappa Sigma, then 
attended the Episcopal Theo-
logical Seminary in Cambridge, 
Mass., graduating with a mas-
ter’s in divinity in 1962. His 
first clerical assignment was 
at St. James Episcopal Church 
in Pentwater, Mich., in 1962. 
From 1965 to 1972, he was 
the assistant rector at Grace 
Episcopal Church in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. In 1972, he 
and his family moved to Ann 
Arbor, where he served as the 
second rector of St. Clare of 
Assisi’s Episcopal Church until 
2001. He felt that his greatest 
accomplishment during his 27-
year tenure at St. Clare’s was 
the creation of Genesis of Ann 
Arbor, a joint corporation cre-
ated by St. Clare’s and Temple 
Beth Emeth, a Reform Jewish 
congregation, which allows 
the two to share their building 
and grounds. He is survived by 
his wife, Emily, four children, 
including Peter Evett, C’85, 
and Sarah Evett Rothleder, 
C’89, two step-children, six 
grandchildren, and four step-
grandchildren.

William E. Quarterman, C’60, 
of Plymouth, Mich., died on 
July 26. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Phi Gamma Delta. 
He worked in human resources 
for Ford Motor Company at its 
world headquarters for over 
35 years, retiring in 1997. He 
was active in the Northville 
Genealogy Society and with 
his church, St. John’s Episco-
pal Church of Plymouth. He is 
survived by his wife, Gilli, two 
sons, and three grandchildren. 

William W. Haden, C’61, of 
Hendersonville, N.C., died on 
Sept. 17, 2012. After graduat-
ing from Sewanee he studied 
for his master’s degree in 
international relations at 
Sophia University in Tokyo, 
Japan. In Japan, William taught 
at St. Michael’s International 
School in Kobe and also at 

Hokkaido National University 
in Sapporo. As a Naval officer, 
he served in the Dominican 
Republic and Vietnam in the 
late 1960s and early 1970s. 
In Hendersonville, he was par-
ish administrator for St. James 
Episcopal Church before 
moving to Durham, N.C., where 
he worked at the Centers for 
Disease Control.

Edward Finlay Jr., C’62, of 
Hendersonville, N.C., died on 
May 26, 2012. After graduat-
ing from Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Kappa Alpha 
Order, he earned a master’s 
degree in English from the 
University of South Carolina 
and pursued doctoral studies 
at the University of Georgia. 
He was an English teacher for 
40 years and held positions 
at Virginia Episcopal School 
in Lynchburg, Va., the Lovett 
School in Atlanta, Ga., and 
Christ School in Arden, N.C. 
He was an avid learner of 
foreign languages and studied 
abroad in Italy, France, Spain, 
and Germany. In addition to 
teaching, Finlay coached track 
and cross-country teams at 
his respective schools. He led 
Christ School to an NCISAA 
state championship in track 
and field in 1990. For many 
years, he served as a high 
school basketball official with 
associations in North Carolina 
and Virginia. He was a member 
of St. John in the Wilderness 
Episcopal Church in Flat Rock, 
N.C., where he taught youth 
Sunday school, led education 
trips, and served on the vestry. 
He is survived by his wife, Lu-
cretia; three children, including 
Douglas Finlay, C’99, and five 
grandchildren.

Thomas W. Moore, C’62, of 
Virginia Beach, Va., died on 
Oct. 7, 2012. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Alpha 
Tau Omega. He served for 
26 years in the U.S. Navy 
and retired as a captain. He 

is survived by his wife, Jane, 
three children and four grand-
children. 

Robert C. Schacher Jr., C’62, 
of Lawton, Okla., died on Aug. 
29, 2012. After one year at 
Sewanee, he returned to Okla-
homa to attend the University 
of Oklahoma and received a 
bachelor’s degree in interna-
tional relations. He earned 
a degree in law from the 
University of Oklahoma College 
of Law. After law school, he 
worked for Halliburton Com-
pany as an attorney, and later 
became an assistant district 
attorney for Comanche County. 
He served as legal counsel to 
the board of trustees of the 
Comanche County Hospital 
Authority and served as gen-
eral counsel for the Oklahoma 
Hospital Association. For the 
remainder of his career, he 
was in private practice in Okla-
homa City and Lawton, Okla. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Debra, and two children. 

Charles W. Minch, C’64, of 
Spartanburg, S.C., died on 
June 23, 2012. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega. He earned a master’s 
degree in mechanical engineer-
ing from the Georgia Institute 
of Technology. He retired from 
Greenville Technical College as 
an instructor. He was formerly 
employed as an engineer-
ing project manager with The 
Piedmont Group in Greenville, 
S.C., and Lockwood Greene 
in Spartanburg. A member 
of the Episcopal Church of 
the Advent, he served on the 
vestry twice. He was also a 
lieutenant colonel in the 2nd 
Brigade South Carolina State 
Guard, where he served as 
staff engineer. He was a mem-
ber and former state president 
of the South Carolina Society 
of Professional Engineers and 
engineer of the year. He is 
survived by his wife, Kathleen, 

two children, and two grand-
children.

John Vander Horst Jr., C’65, 
of Charleston, S.C., died on 
Sept. 8, 2012. He moved to 
Charleston from Baltimore, 
Md., where he was president 
of Wm. H. Cole and Sons, a 
family wholesale hardware 
business. In Charleston, he 
owned and operated the “Old 
Line Charleston” Historical 
Tours. During the time he was 
active in the historical tour 
business, he worked diligently 
to improve the tourist destina-
tion and appreciation of the 
upper King Street District in 
Charleston. He belonged to St. 
Luke’s and St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Cathedral. He did volunteer 
work in homeless shelters in 
Baltimore and Charleston. He 
is survived by his former wife, 
Kathleen, and by his brother, 
Allston Vander Horst, C’71.

William D. Covington, C’66, 
of Carrollton, Ga., died on 
Sept. 1, 2012. Upon gradua-
tion from Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force, graduated from the 
Air Force Academy in Colorado, 
and began his service at Tyn-
dall Air Force Base in Panama 
City, Fla. After an honorable 
discharge as captain, he 
earned a degree in law from 
the Walter F. George School of 
Law at Mercer University. He 
was a successful attorney, but 
he was also passionate about 
acting and theatre, taking 
several leading roles with the 
Carrollton Community Theatre 
over the years. He is survived 
by his wife, Debbie, two daugh-
ters, two step-children, and five 
grandchildren. 

Robert G. Urquhart, C’66, of 
Bethesda, Md., died on May 
12, 2012. After his time at 
Sewanee, he served in the 
U.S. Navy during the late 
1960s. He did administrative 
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work at the National Archives 
for more than a decade early 
in his career and later worked 
as an administrative employee 
of the National Institutes of 
Health for more than 25 years. 
He was raised in the Episco-
pal Church and converted to 
Judaism by the 1980s. He 
was a member of Ohr Kodesh 
Congregation, a Conservative 
synagogue in Chevy Chase, 
Md. He is survived by his wife, 
Rosa, and their daughter.

Robert L. Frieman, C’67, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., died on Oct. 
8, 2012. He was a classics 
major at Sewanee and a lay 
reader, acolyte, and a mem-
ber of the choir at All Saints’ 
Chapel. After Sewanee, he 
attended West Chester Univer-
sity in Pennsylvania for a mas-
ter’s degree in education, but 
his attendance was cut short 
when he went into the U.S. 
Army, where he first attended 
the Army Defense Language 
Institute in Ft. Bliss, Texas, 
and became a translator in 
Vietnam. In 1972, he earned 
a master’s degree in classical 
studies at the University of Ot-
tawa. He had careers in sales 
and as a paralegal. He was a 
member of the board of the 
East Nantmeal Township Civic 
Association. 

Charles A. Johnson III, C’70, 
of Sanibel, Fla., died on Dec. 
2, 2012. He attended Se-
wanee, and the University 
of South Florida. During the 
Vietnam War, he enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy and served four 
years. He later graduated from 
Florida Junior College with a 
degree in fine arts. In 1975, 
he began making award-
winning hardwood furniture, 
which he sold at art festivals 
throughout the South. In 1980, 
he and his brother formed 
Johnson Brothers Furniture. 
By 2001, his career path led 
him to Harvard Jolly architec-
tural firm in Tampa, where he 

was employed until moving 
to Sanibel. He is survived by 
his partner, Charlene, and a 
daughter. 

Tyler Calhoun III, C’72, of 
Florence, Ala., died on July 22, 
2012. After graduating from 
Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Phi Delta Theta, he 
worked in real estate. He then 
worked with the First National 
Bank of Florence and later with 
First Southern Bank, of which 
he was a vice-president at the 
time of his death. One of the 
signal accomplishments of his 
life was the reforestation of 
property in western Lauderdale 
County, Ala., where he planted 
thousands of trees on 240 
acres.

Polly Leavengood, C’73, of 
St. Petersburg, Fla., died on 
Nov. 24, 2012. She attended 
Sewanee, the University of 
Florida, Elon College, and the 
University of South Florida. 
She spent 25 years as a real 
estate agent in St. Petersburg. 
She did volunteer work most of 
her life, most recently on the 
board of ASAP Homeless Ser-
vices in the 10 years preced-
ing her death. She is survived 
by her companion of 19 years, 
James Beall. 

Dale R. Morton, C’73, of 
Jackson, Tenn., died on June 
17, 2012. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Beta Theta Pi, 
the Sewanee Tigers football 
team, and the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. He was the 
owner of Morton Moving and 
Storage and had been serving 
as a Madison County commis-
sioner at the time of his death. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Amelia, one daughter, and one 
grandchild.

John S. Orr Sr., C’73, of 
Decatur, Ala., died on May 
31, 2012. After receiving his 
B.S. at Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Sigma Nu, 

he earned a master’s degree 
in business administration 
from Alabama A&M University. 
He served as treasurer of 
the Decatur-Morgan County 
Port Authority for many years 
and was in the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. He was a member 
of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church. He is survived by his 
wife, Martha, two children, and 
two grandchildren.

Jack B. Hobson Jr., C’82, of 
Asheville, N.C., died on Aug. 
13, 2012. At Sewanee, he 
was a student firefighter and 
a member of Phi Delta Theta. 
He earned a master’s degree 
in business administration 
from Wake Forest University. 
He was managing director of 
Bank of America Securities in 
New York. He was a dedicated 
Camp Mondamin alumnus, Se-
wanee trustee, and devoted el-
der in the Presbyterian Church. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Nancy, and five children, includ-
ing Jack Hobson III, C’07, and 
Hunter Hobson, C’10.

Elizabeth A. Kerridge, C’82, of 
Lufkin, Texas, died on April 2, 
2012. She received both bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees 
in psychology from Stephen 
F. Austin State University. 
She retired after spending 21 
years as a psychologist at the 
Lufkin State School. A sixth-
generation Texan, she loved 
her old house, spending time 
outdoors, especially in the 
piney woods, and her circle of 
close friends.

Sidney R. Cullipher, C’84, of 
Brevard, N.C., died on Nov. 10, 
2012. After graduating from 
Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega, 
he earned a master’s degree 
in resource economics from 
New Mexico University. He 
was a river guide at Dogwood 
Alliance and he worked for 
Outward Bound. He was 
the executive director of a 

nonprofit organization called 
Journey into Wholeness. He 
facilitated a national dialogue 
on climate while working at 
the Keystone Center for Public 
Policy in Washington, D.C. He 
also helped establish the part-
nerships for and created the 
vision for the Carbon Canopy 
Project. After leaving Dog-
wood Alliance, he purchased 
Headwaters Outfitters Outdoor 
Adventures. He is survived 
by his wife, Nonnie, and their 
three children. 
 
Glenn D. Martin, C’88, of 
Atlanta, Ga., died on Aug. 
2, 2012. After graduating 
from Sewanee, where he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, he earned a master’s 
degree in business administra-
tion from Emory University. He 
was a pioneer in the mobile 
marketing industry with several 
successful ventures credited 
to his hard work and dedica-
tion. He enjoyed participating 
with his children in soccer, bike 
riding, movie watching, and 
anything technology-related. 
He is survived by his wife, Bar-
bara, and their two children. 

Toby Willis, C’92, of Nash-
ville, Tenn., died on Feb. 10, 
2013. He was an established 
Nashville chef and worked 
at restaurants such as M. 
Restaurant and Bar, Macke’s, 
and the Nashville City Club. 
He helped to open M. Res-
taurant last year. He was a 
popular member of Nashville’s 
restaurant community, and his 
blog, Elevated Southern, was 
well-read by chefs, restaurant 
fans, and many other people 
who enjoyed his entertaining 
observations about kitchen life 
and his keen interest in the 
nexus of Southern folkways 
and fine cuisine.

Theodore R. Keith, C’98, of 
Winston-Salem, N.C., died on 
April 28, 2012. Upon graduat-
ing from Sewanee, where he 
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was a member of Kappa Alpha 
Order, he began his career with 
Morgan Stanley in Greenville, 
S.C. He moved several times 
until he became manager of 
the Morgan Stanley Smith 
Barney office in Virginia Beach, 
Va. He excelled in his man-
agement career, receiving the 
President’s Volunteer Service 
Award and twice receiving the 
Morgan Stanley Outstand-
ing Performance Award and 
Morgan Stanley Director’s 
Award. He had a wide range of 
interests, including triathlons, 
skiing, travel, and kayaking. 
Among his favorite adventures 
were his climb to the top of 
Mt. Kilimanjaro with his father 
and an African safari with his 
family. He was a member of 
Leadership Greenville, S.C., 
coached YMCA Youth Soccer 
teams, and volunteered with 
Ronald McDonald House. He 
is survived by his wife, Jennifer 
Ann Schraut, and their two 
sons.

Jeremy S. Bryant, C’02, of 
Knoxville, Tenn., died on 
May 30, 2012. He attended 
Sewanee, completed his B.S. 
at the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga and earned his 
master’s degree at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, Knoxville. 
He had been working on his 
physician’s assistant stud-
ies in Knoxville and had been 
a counselor at Adolescent 
Residential Treatment Center 
in Knoxville. 

Benjamin N. Murphy, C’02, of 
Fayetteville, Ga., died on Aug. 
12, 2012. After graduating 
from Sewanee, he worked in 
his father’s law practice for 
several years before getting 
his commercial real estate li-
cense. He traveled extensively 
in Europe, Asia, and the United 
States. He had a natural ap-
titude for languages and was 
an accomplished chef. He is 
survived by his wife, Julie, and 
two step-daughters. 

Eliza M. Pope, C’06, of 
Richmond, Va., died on Oct. 
8, 2012. She graduated from 
Sewanee, where she was a 
member of Theta Pi, and after 
serving as a paralegal, she 
earned a law degree from the 
Marshall-Wythe School of Law 
at College of William & Mary. 
She will be remembered for 
her quick wit, kindness to 
children, and skills as a great 
chef and painter. During her 
battle with cancer, she never 
displayed anger or self pity, 
and she was always ready with 
a wisecrack to lighten up the 
most difficult moments.

John W. Kelly Jr., C’06, of 
Mableton, Ga., died on Jan. 
13, 2013. At Sewanee, he was 
on the football and track and 
field teams. In 1998, he was 
the youngest member of the 
American handball team at the 
World Youth Games in Mos-
cow, Russia, and was on the 
U.S. national team from 2002 
to 2006. In 2003, as a mem-
ber of Atlanta Team Handball, 
he captured the U.S. national 
championship MVP award, and 
was a bronze medalist on the 
U.S. men’s team at the Pan 
Am Games in the Dominican 
Republic. He joined the U.S. 
Navy after college, where he 
worked in the medical field 
while excelling as a member 
of the Navy’s winning handball 
team. He received many com-
mendations and successfully 
completed training as a certi-
fied pharmacy technician. After 
being honorably discharged, 
he continued helping others, 
working as an emergency room 
technician for Wellstar Cobb 
Hospital in Austell, Ga.

SUMMER 2013 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 53

 Friends of Sewanee

Ronald Goodman Sr. of Se-
wanee, Tenn., died on Nov. 16, 
2012. Mr. Goodman worked at 
the University Farm from 1945 
to 1959 and was the Universi-
ty’s superintendent of grounds 
from 1959 until his retirement 
in 1984. He is survived by four 
children, many grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren. 

Bryan G. Ocheltree of Cowan, 
Tenn., died on Nov. 9, 2012. 
He was a former athletic equip-
ment manager at Sewanee 
and an avid photographer who 
had photographs published in 
several magazines. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Rhonda. 

Marcus L. Oliver of Sewanee, 
Tenn., died on May 24, 2012. 
He was an alumnus of Virginia 
Tech and the University of 
North Carolina. He served the 
University of North Carolina in 
its alumni association before 
becoming director of develop-
ment at Sewanee. Following 
retirement, he lived in Blacks-
burg, Va., and was active as 
a volunteer in the New River 
Valley Hospice and Montgom-
ery Regional Hospital. He 
spent his final years with 
family in Asheville, N.C., and 
Sewanee. He is survived by his 
wife, Ann, four children, eight 
grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. 

Barbara H. Running of Seattle, 
Wash., died on May 20, 2012. 
She worked at The School of 
Theology and in the Education 
for Ministry program in the 
1970s. She is survived by four 
children, including Mary Stuart 
Turner, C’83. 

Ansel M. Sharp of Springfield, 
Mo., died on Dec. 14, 2012. 
He was a distinguished econo-
mist and frequent contributor 
to the literature of economics. 
He was educated at Howard 

University, the University of 
Virginia, and Louisiana State 
University, where he earned 
his Ph.D. in economics. His 
teaching experience spanned 
almost 50 years, and he 
taught at Sewanee from 1985 
to 1994. At Oklahoma State 
University, he and Richard Left-
wich were the first to develop 
and use the social issues ap-
proach to teaching principles 
of economics, and they wrote 
the first edition of Economics 
of Social Issues in 1971. In ad-
dition to co-authoring a public 
finance text, he was published 
numerous times in economics 
journals. He also presented 
numerous professional papers 
on the health-care industry. 
He is survived by two daughters. 
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By age 26, Lydia Fenet Delaney, C’99, 
had worked her way up to the top 
of the Special Events department of 
Christie’s, the largest fine-arts auc-

tion house in the world. Seven years later, she 
founded and became the first international 
director of Christie’s Strategic Partnerships 
department, which works with financial insti-
tutions, airlines, international hotel brands 
and other companies to create programs that 
present Christie’s art and art specialists to the 
firms’ high-net-worth clients. Delaney operates 
in some rarefied company, indeed, as her work 
at Christie’s headquarters in New York City’s 
Rockefeller Plaza places her firmly at the inter-
section of high culture and high finance.

And yet she may be best known among an-
other stratum of Manhattan insiders: its high so-
ciety. Since her days in Christie’s Special Events 
department, Delaney has been one of the most 
sought-after auctioneers on the New York char-
ity circuit, often working three or four events per 
week during the social season. She’s known for 
her dry sense of humor and her ability to keep a 
room of 1,000 people in formal attire focused 
on the stage for the bidding process.

Delaney first found her way to Christie’s 
through a Tonya internship when she gradu-
ated from college, and she says that the transi-
tion from Sewanee to New York was a natural 
one. “Formality and traditions are two things that 
Sewanee and Christie’s share,” she says. “People 
hold Christie’s in the same regard as the people 
who go to Sewanee hold it. You uphold it because 
you believe in the traditions and you respect the 
institution.”

But there are some things that four years on 
a mountain in Tennessee simply can’t prepare 
you for — like sharing a stage with some of the 
biggest stars on the planet. On the day in late May 
when we spoke to her, Delaney was preparing for 
an auction for New York’s Gateway School, an 
event she’s worked before. “Last year, this was 
the lineup,” she said. “Robert De Niro and Matt 
Damon introduced the evening, I took the auc-
tion, I was followed by Jon Stewart, and then Ali-
cia Keys played at the end. And it was at Lincoln 
Center. When I got onstage, I just said, ‘Yeah, 
this is exactly like every Tuesday night of my life.’”

Lydia Fenet Delaney, C’99
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The Christie’s senior vice president is also an in-demand charity auctioneer.



“Sewanee is a contract between those who came before, those 
who are here now, and those who will join us in the future.” 

hiStory ProfeSSor charleS Perry, 2013 Senior banquet

A t Sewanee, fostering the connections 

among generations of students is not 

some unattainable ideal. It’s what we do 

every day. By wearing the names of those 

who came before us on our shoulders, we 

recognize the continuity of the Sewanee 

experience. We ask you to support the 

Sewanee experience for current and future 

generations of students, just as your experi-

ence was supported by those who came be-

fore you. Please make a gift to the Sewanee 

Annual Fund.

To make a gift, choose one of these options:

Online: Go to give.sewanee.edu to make a gift using VISA, 
MasterCard, Discover, or American Express.

Check: Send a check, payable to the Sewanee Annual Fund, 
to: Sewanee Annual Fund, Thompson Union, 735 University 
Avenue, Sewanee TN 37383-1000.

Stock: To make a gift of stock please contact Cindy Burt, 
cburt@sewanee.edu or 931.598.1641.

Phone: 800.367.1179

Questions? Email sewaneeannualfund@sewanee.edu
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New York Times columnist David Brooks 
and Pulitzer Prize-winning historian 
Jon Meacham, C’91, held an enter-
taining and informative discussion 
of power and politics during Com-
mencement Weekend. See more 
photos from the weekend on p. 30.


