
Sewanee
PUBLISHED FOR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH

SU
M

M
ER

 2
01

4
N E W  D E A N  O F  T H E  C O L L E G E  F O L L O W S  L I B E R A L  A R T S  T O  S E W A N E E

Getting Down to Business
How Sewanee prepares students for “the liberal 
arts of the professions”

Sewanee’s 
Best Pranks
150 years of mischief on the Mountain



Editor Buck Butler, C’89
Associate Editor Pamela Byerly
Graphic Designer Steve Keetle
Photographers Buck Butler, C’89, 
Stephen Garrett, C’01, Don Hamerman

Sewanee is published by the University 
of the South, including the College of Arts 
and Sciences and The School of Theology, 
and is distributed without charge to 
alumni, parents, faculty, students, staff, 
and friends of the University.  
© Copyright 2014, Sewanee.
All rights reserved. 

Send address changes to:
Office of University Advancement
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
Phone: 800.367.1179 
Email: univrel@sewanee.edu

Write to us: We welcome letters. Letters 
should refer to material published in the 
magazine and include the writer’s full 
name, address, and telephone number.  
The editor reserves the right to determine 
the suitability of letters for publication 
and to edit them for accuracy and length. 
Opinions expressed do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the University.

Write to: Sewanee Magazine
Marketing and Communications  
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
Email: bbutler@sewanee.edu

The University of the South’s policy against 
discrimination, harassment, sexual misconduct, and 
retaliation is consistent with Titles VI and VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, 34 CFR Part 106, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and 34 CFR 
104.7, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, and the 
Genetic Information Non-Discrimination Act of 2008. 
In addition to contacting the Associate Provost for 
Planning and Administration, who is the compliance 
coordinator, persons with inquiries regarding the 
application of Title IX and 34 CFR Part 106 may 
contact the Regional Civil Rights Director, U.S. De-
partment of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Region 
IV, 61 Forsyth Street S.W., Suite 19T70, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30303.

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Vice-Chancellor’s Corner 3
On the Mountain 4
Theologia 24
Sports 26
Alumni News 28
Class Notes 31
In Memoriam 41
Afterword 46

DEPARTMENTS

ON THE COVER: Pranksters push Willie Cocke’s VW to Gailor. Illustration by Hal 
Mayforth.

Mischief on the Mountain A survey of the funniest, wildest, 
most creative, and unforgettable pranks ever pulled by Sewanee 
students. By Taylor Rogers Scott, C’04 PAGE 10

Teaching the Language of Business How Sewanee 
prepares students for “the liberal arts of the professions.” 
By Henry Hamman PAGE 18

Babson Center Director Chip Manning teaches two seminars required for the business honors 
program. Learn more about business education at Sewanee, starting on p. 18.



SUMMER 2014 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 3

V I C E - C H A N C E L L O R ’ S  C O R N E R

Vice-Chancellor 
John M. McCardell Jr.

Finding Our Place

I write this at the end of what has been a most successful academic year. The year be-
gan as we welcomed an entering class of record size, some 488 new students. Fortu-
nately, we had also completed Smith Hall, a wonderful new dorm, which houses 90 
students, and which readily accommodated this larger-than-expected enrollment. 
Built near the corner of University and South Carolina Avenues, Smith Hall, in its 
prominence, commemorates the extraordinary generosity of the Herbert and Lucy 
Smith family of Birmingham and, in its architecture, exemplifies the stability and 
permanence of our University.

Better still, this Class of 2017 performed exceptionally well. The class’s retention 
rate from Advent to Easter Semester was 98 percent, a remarkable showing, espe-
cially for a class so large. Indeed, in recent years, we have been averaging close to 90 
percent retention from freshman to sophomore year. This means not only that we 
are attracting a larger number of able students, but also that these students are find-
ing Sewanee a good fit, are succeeding, and are staying.

Students and their families choose Sewanee for many reasons, but certainly 
one of those reasons has to do with the special sense of place so readily discernible 
here. Slightly more than 100 members of the entering class had an opportunity to 
participate in a pilot program entitled “Finding Your Place.” These students came 
to campus 10 days ahead of their classmates and immediately began the first of their 
four courses for the semester. Under the experienced tutelage of seven of our faculty 
colleagues, students were introduced to this special place we call the Domain and, 
from this grounding in the immediate and the local, began to learn the importance 
of place in the shaping of an individual life and also of a community and a culture. 
By all accounts, this shared academic experience was a great success. It will be re-
peated in the coming year and made available to an even larger enrollment.

At Sewanee, place does indeed matter. Yet another reminder of that simple truth 
is the new Sewanee Inn, which opened its doors just before Commencement. From 
the earliest stages of planning, the Inn has been envisioned as a place to offer “hospi-
tality on a scale and at a level commensurate with the quality of the institution whose 
name it bears.” The early reviews indicate that we have met that ambitious goal. But 
come and see for yourself.

The end of the year brought with it a festive Commencement weekend. Diplo-
mas were awarded to 30 graduates of The School of Theology, 12 graduates of the 
School of Letters, and 348 graduates of the College. We expect that, like the Class of 
2013, within the year 97 percent of this class will be either employed or continuing 
their education. (Keep this figure in mind the next time someone asks you the tire-
some question, “What good is a degree in the liberal arts?”)

We are proud of these young men and women, and we expect great things of 
them. I feel a special attachment to the Class of 2014. We entered as “freshmen” 
together and have learned and grown over the last four years. As we bid them God-
speed, we are reminded of that long line of Sewanee graduates, that “never-failing 
succession of benefactors” who have created the University now, albeit only tempo-
rarily, in our possession. And we give thanks for this place, and all it represents, for 
what it has done to draw us here and to ground us and shape us as we go, in the words 
of the old hymn, “on our way, rejoicing.”
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O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

W HEN VISITORS ENTER the soaring lobby 
space of the new Sewanee Inn, they might 
first notice the fireplace that rises to the ceil-
ing like a great sandstone tree trunk or the 

heavy timber trusses that support the peaked ceiling. Through-
out the building, architectural details and University-related 
artwork invite eyes upward. But a great Sewanee story also lies 
underfoot.

Seventy-five percent of the hardwood flooring in the 
new inn was produced from white oak trees harvested on the 
Domain. The cutting of a total of 1.75 acres was conducted by 
Sewanee Physical Plant Services staff, and after the trees were 
felled, they were processed through a series of local businesses 
in Elora and Pulaski, Tenn., as well as a kiln operation in 
Stevenson, Ala. Once it was delivered, the finished flooring 
was sorted on-site at the inn, and any flooring that was not 
selected for use in the new building was donated to Housing 
Sewanee (a nonprofit organization modeled after Habitat for 
Humanity) for use in future home construction. 

Domain Manager Nate Wilson oversaw the flooring 
project from harvest to delivery and worked to make sure at 
every step that the University was acting as a good global citizen 
environmentally as well as a good local citizen economically. 
“We’ve taken our local forest products, we’ve hired local people 
to harvest and we’ve hired local people to mill and produce 
finished products,” Wilson says. “So we’re allowing Sewanee’s 
dollars to circulate multiple times in the local economy. Pro-
viding this example, hopefully we can help sustain not only the 
ecology of the region, but also the forest-based economies.”

Many of the trees that were 
felled to provide the flooring grew 
from seedlings that matured into 
tall adults after neighboring trees 
were cut down to erect Sewanee’s 
first buildings in the late 1800s. 
Since these early harvests, the 
University’s forests have been 
managed for multiple uses, from 
education and recreation to the 
occasional timber harvest. “We’re 
blessed here at Sewanee with 
13,000 acres that we can use as an 
amazing teaching tool, a research 
tool, and also as a resource for the 
community that lives here,” says 
Forestry Professor Karen Kuers.

After it was determined 
that the inn’s flooring would be 

sourced from the Domain, Kuers and some of her students 
began research on the impact that the harvests will have on the 
forest. In particular, they’re studying the regeneration of trees 
from the stumps left behind. Stumps play an important role 
in forest renewal because oaks and other hardwood species that 
sprout from stumps are more likely to grow into mature adults 
than those that grow from the forest floor. “We know that 
larger oaks don’t sprout as well as smaller oaks,” Kuers says. 
“We’d like to know what is that transition point. How big of an 
oak will still produce a sprout in the Sewanee area?”

When you make your next visit to the Sewanee Inn, be sure 
to look down as well as up to consider how good land manage-
ment will allow future generations of Sewanee students and 
residents to both protect our Domain and use its resources. 
“The most important principle in forestry is the future,” says 
Kuers. “And we shouldn’t do anything to any forest until we 
have first looked at what will come back and made sure that we 
have created conditions that will be most favorable to regen-
erating a forest that’s as good or even better than what we have 
now.” 

To learn more about the Sewanee Inn flooring project, 
watch a short video about it at vimeo.com/97633635. 
— Stephen L. Garrett, C’01

Hardwood Flooring Project Connects 
New Sewanee Inn to the Domain

The Sewanee Inn’s Audubon Gallery features white oak flooring from trees 
harvested on the Domain.

From harvest to milling to in-
stallation, the creation of the 
flooring was a local operation 
at every step.
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A LTHOUGH HE’S 
spent most of his 
professional life in 
large state universi-

ties, Terry Papillon says he’s always 
been a “small liberal arts college 
kind of guy.” A graduate of St. Olaf 
College in Northfield, Minn., the 
new dean of Sewanee’s College of 
Arts and Sciences is finally having a 
kind of homecoming, returning to 
an academic environment like the 
one that he says changed his life. 

Papillon comes to Sewanee 
from Virginia Tech, where he has 
served as assistant vice provost and 
director of the University Honors 
program since 2008. He replaces 
John Gatta, who announced in 
November 2013 his decision to step 
down after seven years as dean of 
the college.

When Papillon arrived on 
campus at St. Olaf as a freshman, 
he planned to study mathematics and play music, two academic 
strengths of the Lutheran college. But an introductory course 
in ancient Greek sent him in a different direction. Papillon 
fell in love with the language and the literature, and from there 
he moved on to studying Latin. The real eye-opener for him 
wasn’t discovering a love for ancient languages, but finding 
connections across disciplines, an opportunity he says was 
made possible by a broad-based liberal arts education.

“My freshman advisor was a math professor, and he told 
me that when he was an undergraduate he was a double major 
in math and classics,” Papillon says. “His argument was that 
math and languages and music are all communication sys-
tems — there’s a lot of overlap there. I’m very convinced of his 
argument.”

As a classics professor at the University of Minnesota in 
Duluth, Marquette University, and Virginia Tech, and later as 
director of Virginia Tech’s University Honors program, Papil-
lon says he’s devoted his career to “creating the small liberal 

arts environment within large state 
universities.” Classics departments 
are generally small, he says, making 
it possible for close mentoring and 
engagement between students and 
faculty to take place regularly.

In the Virginia Tech honors 
program, he had the opportunity to 
take that idea one step further, lead-
ing a program that provides honors 
students with enhanced access to 
faculty mentoring. He also fostered 
involvement in other related oppor-
tunities, including undergraduate 
research, international travel, cultur-
al opportunities, community service 
projects, and international scholar-
ship competitions. He introduced 
a First Year Excellence Seminar for 
honors students.

When he interviewed for the job 
at Sewanee, Papillon was interested to 
see how close Sewanee’s enrollment 
(1,620 students), was to the enroll-

ment in the honors program at Virginia Tech (1,642 stu-
dents). So, what’s the difference between working in an honors 
program at a large university and working at a small liberal arts 
college? Papillon says he’ll no longer have to convince fellow 
faculty members and students (many of them studying to be 
engineers and architects) of the value of a broad education. 

He is now looking forward to helping shape an academic 
program whose long roots are firmly planted in the liberal 
arts. “I love that one of the first sentences in Sewanee’s stra-
tegic plan is that we want to be a ‘stronger, truer version’ of 
ourselves,” he says. “I’ve just been so swept up in the notion of 
what Sewanee is since I’ve gotten involved in this process, be-
cause it is such a remarkable place. We want to continue that.”

“I’ve already heard story after story after story from 
alumni at Sewanee who talk about how important this place 
has been for them. I want to continue the argument that 
Sewanee has made a history out of — that real education is 
transformational.”

Terry Papillon Follows the Liberal Arts to Sewanee

Terry Papillon, the new dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, is the former director of the University Honors 
program at Virginia Tech.
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LAST YEAR SAW THE construction of Sewanee’s 
first freshman-only residence hall when Smith 
Hall rose next to Cannon Hall on South Carolina 
Avenue. This year, two new buildings represent 

another first for student housing at the University. The two 
rows of townhouses, opening for students this fall, are the first 
Sewanee residence halls built specifically to house groups of 
students organized by shared interests.

Located on two sites, one on Georgia Avenue next to 
Stirling’s Coffee House and one on Mississippi Avenue close 
to Humphreys Hall, the buildings each comprise four separate 
units. Those units will be occupied by eight groups of stu-
dents, including members of four sororities (Alpha Tau Zeta, 

Gamma Tau Upsilon, Kappa Delta, and Kappa Omega), stu-
dent members of the Sewanee Emergency Medical Service and 
three student-proposed theme houses — the Craft House, the 
Political Activism House, and the Community Wellness House. 

Theme housing has been a theme of its own at Sewanee 
in recent years, allowing students to organize themselves by 
shared interests and to apply to live in one of the spaces re-
served for theme housing. There’s an environmentally themed 
Green House, a service-oriented Community Engagement 
House, a Sportsmen’s House for hunters and fishermen, and 
a Gender and Sexual Diversity House, in addition to language 
houses, the Women’s Center and more. “Sometimes a double 
room on a hallway with a common bath doesn’t fulfill what 

students are looking for in a community,” says Assistant Direc-
tor of Residential Life Kate Reed, C’08. “So these are really 
intentionally focused groups of students.”

The townhouse units are designed to reinforce the close-
knit communities that live in them. Instead of having long, 
horizontal corridors with exits at each end, as are typically 
found in larger residence halls, the townhouses are vertical in 
orientation. That verticality requires residents to pass through 
the same spaces as their housemates, fostering chance meetings 
and interaction. The common areas in each unit — including 
living room and kitchen space — are designed to be flexible to 
allow groups to host meetings and social events in them.

In addition to the two groups of townhouses, a free-
standing multifunction space on the Geor-
gia Avenue site will be available to theme-
house residents and others on campus for 
larger meetings, lectures, and social events. 

Student groups must apply to be 
assigned theme housing each year, so 
it’s likely that the groups housed in the 
townhouses will change from year to year. 
Residential life staff believe that student-
led theme houses make for strong commu-
nities. “These are ideas that the students 
themselves have come to rather than us 
placing people into broad groups,” Reed 
says. “Many of these are attached to an aca-
demic department or to a student organi-
zation, which provides the funding for a lot 

of what they do.”
The three student-generated theme houses in the new 

buildings will each be enjoying their first year of living togeth-
er. Members of the Community Wellness house will focus on 
healthy balanced lifestyles for students and community mem-
bers and will host meditation and yoga classes. The Political 
Activism House will host meetings for political organizations 
on campus and hold viewing parties for election results in the 
fall. And the Craft House will have a supply of crafting items 
available to students who want to stop by and create something. 
Members will host workshops to teach students a craft, like 
tie-dyeing or knitting, and they plan to donate many of their 
creations to local charities.

New Student Housing on a Theme — or Several

An artist’s rendering of the townhouses on Georgia Avenue also shows a new meeting and event 
space (right) that will be available to campus organizations.
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GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN a Sewanee profes-
sor could make a phone call to secure a student’s 
admission to medical school. Today, besides a solid 
reference from a well respected professor, students 

need to demonstrate a great academic record, superior scores 
on the Medical College Admission Test, and meaningful in-
ternships that include both clinical and research experience.

Over the past year, Sewanee has developed a new partner-
ship with Vanderbilt University that provides students with 
internships that combine research and clinical experience. 
The  Vanderbilt Sewanee Undergraduate Research Experience 
(VSURE) makes a place for Sewanee students to participate in 
a summer program along with Vanderbilt undergrads. Once 
a student is chosen, he or she is able to participate over two 
summers. Sewanee will always have at least four students in the 
program.

This spring, Abby Bray and Elizabeth Beilharz, both C’16, 
were chosen to participate in the program. They’ve joined 
rising seniors Hudson Robb and Luis Tinoco, who spent last 
summer at Vanderbilt as the first participants in the program 
and have returned this summer.

Bray and Beilharz were selected after a competitive ap-
plication process. “It was an extremely tough choice this year,” 
says Alyssa Summers, assistant professor of biology. “The 
applicants were in the top of their class. It was great to see that 
level of interest in VSURE.”

VSURE students have the opportunity to spend at least 
eight weeks each summer on Vanderbilt’s campus and to give 
a poster presentation of their research. “I heard about the 
program as a freshman, when it was just getting started, and 
immediately thought it sounded incredible,” says Bray. “I am 
so excited to participate in research at Vanderbilt, and looking 
forward to shadowing the physicians there.”

VSURE students select a research project in either clinical 
or basic biomedical science. Additionally, they are paired with 
a physician and make rounds with hospital-based residents 
one day each week. Students attend weekly meetings to discuss 
health care issues and the patients they see on rounds, and 
learn about the process of medical education.

At Scholarship Sewanee, held in April of this year, Hud-
son Robb presented a poster presentation of work he contin-
ues to do in collaboration with a Vanderbilt professor. Luis 
Tinoco was also at Scholarship Sewanee, presenting a poster 
on work he has done on processes of wound healing. 

The students in the program receive campus housing 
at Vanderbilt as well as a stipend for the summer; VSURE is 
supported by an endowment funded in part by generous gifts 
from alumni and also funding from Vanderbilt.

Summers is hoping to expand the program by adding new 
endowment in case Vanderbilt’s funding changes, and also to 
explore relationships with other medical schools. 
— Tom Sanders

Partnership with Vanderbilt Gives Students 
Hands-On Medical Experience

Left to right: Hudson Robb and Luis Tinoco, both C’15, and Abby Bray and Elizabeth Beilharz, both C’16, are getting valuable clinical and research expe-
rience at Vanderbilt University this summer.
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ARTIST NANCY RHETT sits 
at an old desk in her Beaufort, 
S.C., home and prepares to 
make magic. On a piece of 

watercolor paper, she has roughed out a sketch in pencil of a 
forested Tennessee landscape. She dips a brush into water and 
then gently draws its tip through a lump of green paint on a 
palette. When the first drop of watercolor makes contact with 
the paper, a leafy green is inhaled into the bland whites and 
grays of the sketch, and Rhett begins to breathe life into a Se-
wanee scene that hasn’t been painted since the winter of 1860. 
 Following the founding of the University in 1857, a group 
of Episcopal bishops and other supporters were tasked with 
devising a campus plan. They turned to Bishop John Henry 
Hopkins of Vermont, who was trained as a lawyer, but who 
was also a talented cartographer and painter. Hopkins visited 
Sewanee during the fall and winter of 1859 and 1860 to create 
a survey and map and begin to draw up a campus plan. Along 
the way, he painted up to 28 watercolors of various Sewanee 
scenes. These paintings are thought to be the first images of 
the Domain and would have played a vital role in helping to 
convince donors, professors, and would-be inhabitants that 
Sewanee was a suitable location for the new university.

Soon, Sewanee and its founders were drawn into the 
Civil War and all construction ground to a halt, funding was 
diverted, and the fledgling campus fell to ruin. After the chaos 
of the Civil War, as Sewanee and the nation at large began to 
rebuild, the University was able to recover only five of the orig-
inal Hopkins paintings. These works are now safely housed in 

the University Archives and are occasionally 
displayed for public viewing. 
 Rhett is a direct descendant of 
founding Bishop Stephen Elliot of Geor-

gia, a friend of Bishop Hopkins. After meeting Rhett in her 
gallery in downtown Beaufort, Vice-Chancellor John McCa-
rdell invited her to campus for the first time in the summer 
of 2013 to begin work on a project to create updated versions 
of the Hopkins watercolors. “I was absolutely enthralled by the 
place,” she says. 
 On the Domain, Rhett and a team of Sewanee staff mem-
bers located what they believed to be the places where Hopkins 
would have stood while painting the scenes in his images. 
Using reference photographs and copies of the original paint-
ings, Rhett imbues the images with her own artistic style.

After many hours of diligent work, Rhett has reimagined 
three of Hopkins’ paintings, as well as two other scenes that 
captured her imagination while she was on the Mountain. 
Rhett’s paintings demonstrate that, despite the many changes 
the University has undergone in its 150-plus years, and the 
generations of people who have come and gone, the land it oc-
cupies operates on its own, much grander, time scale.

To learn more about the history of Hopkins’ paintings 
and Rhett’s efforts to reimagine them, watch a University-
produced short documentary at vimeo.com/93644308. Prints 
of all five of Rhett’s paintings are available for purchase. Email 
communications@sewanee.edu for more information.
 — Stephen L. Garrett, C’01

Reviving the Hopkins Watercolors

Bishop John Henry Hopkins’ watercolor painting of Sewanee’s Natural Bridge (left) and Nancy Rhett’s version of the scene (right).

Nancy Rhett
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THIS SPRING, the Sewanee Medieval Colloqui-
um celebrated 40 years as one of the premier 
symposia of medieval scholarship in the coun-
try. More than 100 scholars from all over the 

world gathered on the Mountain in April for a weekend of 
plenary sessions, panel discussions, and paper presenta-
tions focused on the theme of “Medieval Emotions.”

The Colloquium included plenary lectures from Dr. 
Miri Rubin, of Queen Mary University of London, and 
Dr. William Reddy, of Duke University, as well as a round-
table on “Scholastic Emotions” led by Dr. Mark Jordan, of 
the John C. Danforth Center on Religion and Politics at 
Washington University, St. Louis. 

This year, the Colloquium established a new prize in 
honor of Professor of History Susan J. Ridyard, who had di-
rected the Colloquium for the previous 24 years.

The colloquium is an annual two-day interdisciplinary 
meeting for scholars of the Middle Ages that was begun in 
1974 by Dr. Edward B. King, C’57. 

LAUREL NAKADATE USES HER own DNA to 
generate art — to fascinating and sometimes star-
tling effect. Contacting distant relatives on genetic-
testing websites, Nakadate arranges to meet them, 

at night, in a location near their homes. The artist’s critically 
acclaimed Relations series records first-time encounters, taken 
in isolated locations, lit by moonlight and a single handheld 
flashlight, constructing fragile, intimate relationships between 
artist, subject, and viewer.

Now,  “West Palm Beach, Florida #1,” a portrait shown this 
spring in the University Art Gallery exhibition Laurel Nakadate: 
Strangers and Relations, has been acquired for the University’s 
permanent collection. With this purchase, Sewanee joins the 
Hirshhorn Museum in Washington, D.C., in acquiring work 
from the Relations series.

The acquisition was made possible thanks to the combined 
contributions of the Liz Rogers Memorial Fund, with a recent 
generous gift from Grace King, C’09, and David Pratt, the 
Friends of the University Art Gallery, the student group Art 
Forum, the University Art Gallery, the Department of Art 
and Art History, and the Visual Resources division of duPont 
Library.

The exhibition Strangers and Relations featured 12 portraits 
from Nakadate’s Relations and Star Portraits series, and was directly 
integrated into the curriculum of Sewanee’s humanities 
program. 

“West Palm Beach, Florida #1” is currently displayed in the 
Instructional Technology Workshop offices of duPont Library.

Medieval Colloquium 
Celebrates 40 Years

Laurel Nakadate Portrait 
Joins the Permanent 
Collection

Medievalists from all over the world gathered for the 40th Sewanee 
Medieval Colloquium.

“West Palm Beach, Florida #1”



The combination of remoteness, clever 
students, and relatively easy access to 
farm animals has made our beloved 
Mountain a perfect Petri dish for 

pranksters. Getting information on pranks at 
Sewanee is easy enough. But getting people to 
speak on the record and include dates and names 
of the perpetrators and victims is another story. 
Still, we dove deep into the archives, tracked 
down every lead, and did our best to separate the 
sober truth from the occasionally less-than-
sober lore.

In a 1967 issue of the Sewanee Purple, Eugene 
M. Dickson, C’63, set forth a standard for 
Sewanee pranks: “Our critical nature demands 

humane cleverness and is quick to frown on 
wrecking trains, destroying buildings, maimings, 
or hangings unless such acts afford immense hi-
larity. The preparation of a prank should involve 
careful thought and research. Careless collegiate 
mirth need be harnessed. A prank that fails 
clumsily or one in poor taste is a sin and a crime, 
for a prank may be regarded as an expression of 
the spirit of wit and standards of humor prevail-
ing on campus.”

Whether Dickson would approve of some of 
the following is up for debate, but what’s inargu-
able is that Sewanee students have been harness-
ing their mirth at the expense of others for more 
than a century.

By Taylor Rogers Scott, C ’04
Illustrations by Hal Mayforth
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SEWANEE PRANKS
A survey of epic



SUMMER 2014 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 11

            Doug Cameron, whose father was the dean of admissions in the late 1950s, 
            recalls that a young calf went missing from the school’s dairy one evening when 
            he was a boy, only to be found on the third floor of Walsh-Ellett the next 
            morning by students and faculty arriving for class.

“The professors were very animated about it,” recalls Professor Emeritus Eric Naylor, “because the animal had created quite 
a mess and stink while it was there.”

But the mess and stink were only the beginning of the problem: “Because of a physical incapability that all cows have,” ac-
cording to the Sewanee Purple, they cannot go down stairs.

Eventually, several members of the administration decided to blindfold the frightened, mooing calf. Then, working togeth-
er, they manually moved each hoof down the stairs until it was safely upon flat ground again.

Much like alien or Bigfoot sightings, accounts of the cow’s descent differ. Alan Maclachlan, C’70, remembers the calf ap-
pearing on the second story parapet in 1966, and a crane “returning it to terra firma.” Still others claim that the professors who 
found the calf had no choice but to butcher it, and that on moonless nights you can still hear its moos for help as it roams the 
upper floors, bemoaning the lack of an elevator.

WHAT GOES UP
Needs to Be

BLINDFOLDED TO 
GO DOWN
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              On the night of March 6, 1956, several unidentified Betas stole a 57mm anti-tank gun 
              from Gold Star Post 78 of the American Legion in Manchester, hauled it back up the 
Mountain to Sewanee, and carefully hid it in plain sight in the front yard of the Beta House.

Horrified upon waking up to a three-quarter-ton cannon in the hands of a fraternity, Dean of Men John Webb phoned the 
chief of police in Manchester (having heard a rumor on the origin of the gun). Meanwhile, the legionnaires had bypassed city 
police, opting instead to bring in the county sheriff, the state police, and the FBI.

While the authorities argued what should be done to remand the gun, students — most likely not the Betas this time — con-
tinued their fun. As Tommy Kirby-Smith of the Purple, wrote, “Friday morning found the Betas surveying a wondrous cannon 
indeed. The barrel was striped like a barber pole, red and white. The flak shield and other flat surfaces were painted white, and 
covered with mystic symbols — a spouting whale, a fleur-de-lis, infinity signs, DTD, etc.”

The Betas spent the day scouring the graffiti off the cannon, but unable to find the appropriate drab olive paint to bring it 
back to its original state, opted instead for a forest green. “Actually a much nicer color,” wrote Kirby-Smith.

The gun was eventually returned to the American Legion, and after much handwringing on the part of both the Legion and 
the University, no charges were filed (whether this is because of the lovely new shade of green is unknown). The Betas merely had 
to apologize in person to all of the legionnaires.

In lieu of a comment from Vice-Chancellor Edward McCrady — who was in Texas on business — Mrs. McCrady gave an un-
official statement saying, “I think it’s very cute. That’s the kind of foolishness I like.”

Building
A BETA ARMY
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As a young professor in 
the late 1960s and well 
on his way to being a 
campus favorite, Eng-
lish Professor Willie 
Cocke and his family 
lived on New College 
Drive. Late one Friday night, several unidentified 
students (most likely a few of Cocke’s Phi Delta Theta 
brothers), popped his beloved VW Bug into neutral and 
silently rolled it a mile down the road.

On Saturday morning, students gathered around the 
Bug, which sat in the middle of the entrance to Gailor. It 
was only when the police knocked on his door later that 
afternoon asking for his keys that Cocke noticed it was 
missing.

Inappropriate bell ring-
ing has been a problem 
since the University’s 
early days. Sewanee’s 

first bell was simply mounted on a post near present-day 
McClurg Dining Hall. Vice-Chancellor Thomas Frank 
Gailor (1890–1893) complained more than once that 
students would ring the bell for virtually any celebratory 
occasion, from team victories to the arrival of people on 
the train. Eventually a new, much larger “Great Bour-
don” — which can be heard over approximately 10 square 
miles — was added to the top of Shapard Tower. Although 
the door to the tower is almost always locked, students have 
always found a way in, habitually ringing it at midnight or 
later, waking the entire community. 

As Don McCammon, C’69, remembers, “The night 
before graduation, three of us wanted to set off the bells in 
the chapel but the downstairs door was locked. I climbed 
up the copper drainpipe on the side of the tower and then 
went into the tower from the top. I went downstairs and let 
in the others. We set all the bells and they rang for hours 
before someone could get in and turn them off.”

Not a week had passed 
after a new water 
tower was erected 
on Breakfield Road 
before a group of 

students managed to scale and deface the freshly painted 
reservoir.

“They took a paint can and edited the wording, 
which read ‘Sewanee Utility District,’ to read ‘Sewanee 
FUtility District Sperm Bank,’” says Margaret Mankin 
Barton, C’78. They simply had to add an ‘F’ to the front 
of ‘Utility’ to get a laugh, but the students took it one step 
further by hand-stenciling in the words, ‘Sperm Bank,’ 
underneath.

“That sign towered over Sewanee for years until they 
were able to repaint it,” says former archivist Annie Ar-
mour, C’77.

That wasn’t the only clever act of graffiti that students 
have pulled off over the years. In the mid-1990s, three Phi 
pledges managed to climb onto the pitched roof of the KA 
house and paint “See Rock City.”

“It was only visible for a short time,” says Rachel Rob-
inson, C’80, “but perfectly done.”

LEADERS
Ring

WAITER,
There’s a Bug 
in the Dining Hall
(Wherefore Art Thou, 
Volkswagen?)

“In the winter of 1990, the first year that 
Quintard was reopened, three of the four 
occupants of a fifth-floor suite returned 
from Christmas break early. Ramsay Sims, 
C’91, the fourth occupant, was away at a 
Sewanee tennis match in Florida. Over the 
next several days, all of the folks in Quin-
tard who had returned early collected the 
piles and piles of the unread Wall Street Jour-
nals from each hall. We pulled up a couch 
in front of Ramsay’s room in the suite and 
people cycled through night and day to sys-
tematically fill his room to the ceiling with 
crumpled paper, sheet by sheet.” 

— WILLIAM S. ORTWEIN, C’91

SEWANEE
Artists
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“When you’re broke col-
lege kids and you have a 
great idea, but something 
costs $6, you can’t do it … 
unless you have the fund-
ing,” says an anonymous 

mischief-maker from a notorious group of early ’80s 
pranksters. The combination of smarts, nerve, and cash 
(thanks to one member they referred to as the “money 
man”) made this group all the more potent.

One of their most infamous pranks involved the pur-
chase of a dozen wind-up alarm clocks from the Walmart 
in Winchester. Sunday morning in All Saints’ Chapel, 
one by one the alarms rang out from under pews, behind 
the altar, beneath the organist, even in the baptismal font.

“Church ladies and altar boys went scrambling. We 
realized the prank was really out of bounds when we saw 
how upset people were, but by that time we couldn’t dial 
it back,” says the prankster “And this fear just descended 
on us.”

They regained their courage, however, when the 
weeks passed and they remained undiscovered. Embold-
ened, they used red dye to paint “SAE #1” on the football 
field, had a sign made that said, “Please stop spitting in 
the soup,” and posted it in Gailor Dining Hall, moved 
each class number in Woods Lab one room over before 
the first day of classes one fall, and launched a renewed 
assault on the University chaplain by inserting typewrit-
ten, photocopied messages in prayer books that read 
things like, “That was a doozy” or “Yet another boring 
sermon.”

So many versions exist of the tale of 
the rerouted military convoy that 
it’s nearly impossible to know which 
one is most accurate.

Eric Naylor recalls that it was 
the KAs’ Old South Weekend when the convoy rolled 
through the gates and down University Avenue, which at 
that time was the only way across the Mountain. Dressed 
in military garb as part of the celebrations, a KA decided 
to re-route the slow-moving convoy down the narrow 
Green’s View Road and, much like a cow at the top of a 
set of stairs, the trucks came to an impasse. “[They had] 
a terrible mess of a time backing out,” recalls Naylor. “It 
is claimed that the name of the perpetrator of this assault 
on the dignity of the Federal military is unknown. The 
cornerstone avenged!”

Still others, including Professor Gerald Smith, 
remember the route being down the long, winding Alto 
Road (now Roark’s Cove Road) and taking days for the 
convoy to get out. Many recall that it was actually a Kappa 
Sigma member that caused the mayhem, and some mis-
takenly attribute this stunt to their demise, though in fact 
the fraternity disbanded later due to financial constraints. 
When asked what year the stunt may have occurred, 
Professor of English Tam Carlson, C’63, a Kappa Sig 
himself, commented, “It happened in the early ’60s. If it 
happened.”

RIGHT
of  Way

ALARMS
Setting off

“In 1978, Mark Browning, C’78, 
and I drove down the Mountain 
and paid a farmer $5 for a very wild 
rooster (said rooster lived in a tree 
and had never been touched by 
human hands). We had the rooster 
put in a box and let it free in the 
room of Pete Steffen and Ralph 
Howe, who lived in McCrady. I’m 
not really sure how they got that 
rooster out of there.” 

— DEAN TAYLOR, C’78

“In 2005, the Betas stacked 
all the metal tables on the 
patio of McClurg into a 
pyramid, where it remained 
for days. They had to bring 
a crane in because it was so 
wobbly at the top, no one 
could climb up it to get them 
down.” 

— TYLER P. TRAMMELL, C’08



SUMMER 2014 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 15

The art of running buck-naked in public swept the nation in the early ’70s, particularly among 
college students. Not to be excluded, Sewanee students joined in the fun beginning in the 
spring of 1974, most often streaking the library, Convocation Hall, Gailor, and the Quad. 
“You could be standing looking out a window of Walsh-Ellett, and someone would just streak 
by,” Professor Joe Cushman recalled of the era.

The craze grew so rampant on the Mountain that it garnered national attention when NBC’s Today Show reported, “Sewanee 
used to be known for the Sewanee Gentleman, but now is known for nudies in the library.”

Professor Cushman was again subjected to student nudity when a streaker ran through a dinner honoring retiring Univer-
sity Provost Arthur Schaeffer at the Sewanee Inn. Jon Meacham, C’91, associate editor of the Purple at the time, reported that the 
identity of the nudist was unknown, as he had fashionably accessorized with a brown paper bag. “However,” he wrote, “eyewitness 
accounts describe the streaker as ‘unathletic’ and perhaps, according to one administration wife’s remark, a member of some 
drinking club because of his shoes.”

The theme of the dinner was a Hawaiian luau, “a very informal affair,” said Cushman, and the streaking incident “only made 
it more so.”

When asked what he thought of the fad, Dean of Students John Webb said, “I hope it turns cold.”

“It all started with a bottle of bourbon stolen from the SAE House and an un-
locked tailgate. The only two things in the parking lot that night were Chase 
Milner’s station wagon and a pile of leaves. It just kind of happened, and 
happened quickly. We were there less than five minutes. It took us consider-
ably more time to vacuum out the car a few days later. Still not sure how those 
acorns got into the speakers.” 

— THOMAS STIMPSON, C’04

WINNING
Streak
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In the spring of 2004, several seniors terrorized the inhabitants of Elliott Hall in the 
middle of the night. One person — wearing a gown, a fencing mask, and holding a 
massive elk horn — would stand silently over a person’s bed. Another of the pranksters 
would suddenly blast bass notes from a keytar, while a third snapped a photo to capture 
the expression of the sleeping person upon waking.

“I woke up because she was screaming,” said Lucas Ridley, C’06, who was co-habitating at the time. “I kicked the elk horn out 
of the way, got out of bed, grabbed the end of it and started shoving it back at him. I was just running on instinct for the first few 
seconds. I seriously thought we were about to get murdered the way she screamed.”

NIGHTMARE
in Elliott
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From 1890 to 
1910, the top 
floor of Thomp-
son Union 
served as a stor-
age space of sorts 

for the University’s medical school, where cadavers were 
stacked six feet (no pun intended) high and eight feet 
deep.

“Imagine having a space as big as a Walsh classroom 
piled with about 60 cadavers and no one thinks much 
about it.” says Religion Professor and Associate University 
Historiographer Gerald Smith. “Bodies just piled there 
on the floor!”

Medical pedagogy in the 19th century was perhaps a 
bit more casual than today: “A professor would say, well, 
I’m teaching about the bone structure of the foot today, so 
they’d go hacksaw off a half dozen feet and hand them out 
to the students,” says Smith. When the class was finished 
examining the body part du jour, they’d be thrown into the 
overgrown stream in the back of the building.

The courting process at Sewanee has changed as well, 
as the other use of the bodies was of a more romantic 
nature. (Get your mind out of the stream, sickos.) Taking 
a page from Vincent Van Gogh’s romantic playbook, stu-
dents used the bodies as a delightful gift shop. According 
to Smith, “Kids would pick up the parts and go to girls’ 
houses and put three or four fingers joints in mailboxes 
or on porch steps.”

Samuel Pickering, 
C’63, was study-
ing in an empty 

classroom one evening when a group of “friends” dashed 
in, stripped him to his briefs, and forced him into their 
car. After a short drive, they shoved him out at St. Mary’s 
convent. The sisters, nonplussed, welcomed him into 
the nunnery, chatted with him briefly, and offered to give 
him a ride back to Sewanee. Fearful of punishment by the 
dean, the culprits had returned by that point to retrieve 
him.

“In class the next Monday,” writes Pickering in his 
memoir May Days, “Abbo [Martin] looked at me and then 
said, ‘Pickering, I understand that you lost your trousers 
at a nunnery. In Papist states, there is a long tradition of 
such things. ... I do hope, poor Pickering, that you are 
not thinking of going over to Rome.’”

No nuns from St. Mary’s were reported to have re-
considered their vows as a result of Pickering’s visit.

“We emptied out Karsten 
Robbins’ dorm room in the 
fire hall to move-out stan-
dards and set it up perfectly 
in the upper floor of the 
old barn out by the farm 
on his birthday. Left him a 
bicycle and a riddle that led 
him around campus, fi-
nally to the barn. He stayed 
out there in it at least one 
night.” 

— ROB PRICE, C’92

“Prank,” origin unknown, is a peculiar word
To describe those acts of guerrilla theatre
We staged in our rebelliousness, the need
We had to flout authority, those things we did
For which the phrase “The devil made me do it”
Was sometimes the only adequate explanation.
Let’s say you come back from an evening of study
At the library, and there is your room
Just as you left it, only it’s outside
On the lawn, everything meticulously
Positioned: the Persian rug you brought from home,
Your Morris chair, your reading lamp plugged in
To an extension cord, your bookshelves, your books,
A record spinning on your turntable: the Dave Brubeck
Quartet playing “Take Five.”
 
—RICHARD TILLINGHAST, C’62

From his book, Sewanee When We Were Young

Nothing Says Love
LIKE A 

SEVERED FINGER

NUN OF IT
Having



An economics major who graduated 
with honors as a business minor and a 
second minor in history, Estes says her 
superiors have congratulated her on her 
writing skills and her ability to manage a 
budget, which she learned in accounting 
class — a required course for the minor.

She’s glad her professors pushed her 
to be inquisitive. “At Sewanee we were 
encouraged to ask questions constantly, 
to promote thought, and to challenge 
theories and outlooks. In advertising, 
where everything is in the details, I’ve 

learned that the power of a perfectly 
positioned question should never be 
underestimated.”

“The more you can do,” she says, 
“the more valuable you are. My liberal 
arts education has allowed me to pull 
from varied experiences, making it 
easier to support my team and tackle 
challenges.”

Estes’ experience is just what back-
ers of Sewanee’s pre-business program 
were hoping for when the program was 
started. The evidence was clear that 

liberal arts graduates were at a long-term 
advantage in business, but they were 
often at a disadvantage until they learned 
what pre-business adviser Douglass 
Williams, C’81, calls “the language of 
business.”

After starting from scratch in 2005, 
Sewanee now offers a broad array of op-
tions for students who want to prepare 
for business careers, including:

• A popular interdisciplinary business minor;
• The Babson Center for Global Commerce, which 
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TEACHING THE 
LANGUAGE OF 

BUSINESS
How Sewanee prepares 

students for “the liberal arts 
of the professions”

By Henry Hamman

Dd

q

A year ago, Campbell Estes, C’13, was 
a newly fledged Sewanee graduate. 

Today, she’s living in Washington, D.C., 
and working as an account coordinator for 
a Georgetown advertising agency.

“It’s an entry-level job,” she says, “so 
I can be asked to take on anything from 
proofing a report to building Ikea fur-
niture. Thanks to the variety of experi-
ences that I had at Sewanee, I can say ‘yes’ 
to these assignments with a good degree of 
confidence.”

Stephen L. Garrett
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 brings business leaders to campus, promotes 
 entrepreneurial activities, and supports student-
 run business activities;
• An intensive and immersive business honors 
 program;
• Financial support for summer business education 
 programs at major graduate business schools;
• A social entrepreneurship education and internship 
 program with a global reach;
• Hands-on business skills training, support for paid 
 business internships, career counseling, and alumni 
 mentoring.

The move to develop business educa-
tion at Sewanee has been largely de-
mand-driven: Students are looking for 
business-focused options, and parents 
want to ensure their children will be 
employable after they graduate.

When Williams joined the econom-
ics faculty in 1999 after earning his 
doctorate at Northwestern University, 
he noted considerable interest from 
students in finance and banking. “But 
there were no courses in finance and 
banking.” 

He also heard from students that 
when they went to employment inter-
views, “they were not prepared to answer 
interviewers’ questions. They didn’t 
know the language of business.”

In 2001, the economics department 
took a small first step in the direction of 
business education with the introduc-
tion of a course on finance, a subdisci-
pline of economics. In 2003, a Uni-
versity-commissioned study showed that 
nearly one-third of potential applicants 
to Sewanee said lack of business educa-

Left to right: Babson Center Director Chip Manning, C’82; Carey Fellow Grace Bukawyn, C’14; Economics Professor Doug Williams, C’81; Carey Fellow 
Evergiste Ngabo, C’14; Economics Professor Yasmeen Mohiuddin; and business minor Grey York, C’16.
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tion was a factor in the decision not to 
apply. Among those who were admit-
ted but did not enroll, a similar share 
cited the lack of business education as a 
reason.

When the study was presented 
to the Board of Regents, then-chair 
Nicholas Babson, C’64, remembers 
“looking around the room, and we all 
realized that we wanted to find a way to 
ensure that the lack of a strong business 
education option didn’t deter potential 
applicants to the University, but none of 
us wanted a business major.”

Two years later, Babson and his 
wife, Mary, made a $1 million challenge 
gift to fund business programs at the 
University. 

A dozen alumni and friends of Se-
wanee responded to Babson’s challenge, 
and a Center for Applied Economics 
— later renamed the Babson Center in 
honor of the gift and Babson’s pivotal 
role as the center’s founding direc-
tor — began operations in 2006 with 
an endowment of $2.5 million. A $1.5 
million gift from the late William Polk 
Carey, whose Sewanee connection goes 
back to Bishop Leonidas Polk, supports 
the Carey Fellows honors program.

Now several years into the program, 
the question is: Has it worked?

“Yes,” says Dean of Admission and 
Financial Aid Lee Ann Backlund, busi-
ness education has helped the University 

build its applicant pool and its 
admissions.

From 2010 to 2013, admission 
inquiries by students interested in busi-
ness studies increased by 88 percent, 
applicants with an interest in business 
increased by 144 percent, and enrolled 
freshmen interested in business studies 
nearly tripled. Business is now the Col-
lege’s single most popular minor. 

The Sewanee model for business 
education is organic; it doesn’t fit neatly 

on an organizational chart. But that’s 
true of the whole liberal arts model 
of education. Like the College’s other 
“pre” programs (pre-law, pre-medical/
dental/veterinary, pre-nursing, and 
education), the pre-business program is 
deeply rooted in the liberal arts value of 
critical thinking.

A recent New York Times column noted 
that employers are looking for graduates 
with that kind of background:

“According to national surveys,” 
wrote David Glenn, “they want to hire 
22-year-olds who can write coherently, 
think creatively and analyze quantitative 
data, and they’re perfectly happy to hire 
English or biology majors.”

Of course, it doesn’t hurt those 
biology majors looking for a post-college 
career to show up for interviews with 
fluency in the language of business. 
Learning to speak a new language is 
indeed a liberal art.

What follows is a survey of the 
multiple ways Sewanee helps students 
learn and master the language and art of 
business.

BUSINESS PROFILE: GRACE BUKAWYN, C’14
Grace Bukawyn knew she wanted a business career after college, but she wasn’t planning 
to be a business minor when she chose Sewanee. Things changed in her sophomore 
year, when she received an invitation to apply for a place as a Carey Fellow and was ac-
cepted.

“I don’t think I would have made as much of my college experience if I hadn’t done 
the program,” the recent graduate says.

Bukawyn took full advantage of the University’s business education offerings. Be-
sides becoming a Carey Fellow, she also won a Beecken Scholarship for summer study at 
the University of Chicago’s Booth School of Business. 

She is starting her business career not far from Sewanee with a commercial real es-
tate services firm in Nashville, a job she says her Carey Fellows internship helped her get. 

BUSINESS PROFILE: PACIFIQUE NIWENSHUTI, C’13
Pacifique Niwenshuti didn’t find the University of the South. Sewanee 
found him. The University is a member of a consortium of colleges and 
universities that has partnered with the Rwandan government to bring 
promising students to the United States for their undergraduate education.

Until Sewanee came calling, Niwenshuti was considering continuing 
his education in Japan. He wanted to study telecommunications engineer-
ing. He chose Sewanee instead, despite initial fear that he couldn’t be suc-
cessful at the University. 

He need not have worried. He was inducted into the Order of Gowns-
men in his sophomore year, was selected as a Carey Fellow, and graduated 
with a major in computer science. 

As a Carey Fellow, he spent six months as an intern at the Chicago 
futures trading firm HTG Partners where Chris Hehmeyer, C’77, is the 
chief executive officer. He was invited to come back after graduation and he 
now works as a software developer for one of the firm’s trading groups. “It’s 
challenging, and it’s fun,” he says.

His business studies gave him “a different way of thinking,” he says, 
and eventually he plans to take the entrepreneurial route by creating his 
own software company. For now, he’s happy in Chicago, doing work he likes.



The Babson Center for 
Global Commerce

The Babson Center is where the 
University and the business 
world meet. The center runs 

three endowed series that bring senior 
business executives, entrepreneurs, and 
business experts to campus to lecture, 
teach, and act as mentors. 

The Bryan Viewpoints Speakers 
Series, endowed by the late J.F., C’65, 
and Peggy Bryan, brings speakers on 
crucial topics for business, ranging from 
climate change (former Environmental 
Protection Agency Administrator Lee 
Thomas, C’67) and energy indepen-
dence (petroleum entrepreneur T. 
Boone Pickens) to Federal Reserve Bank 
policy (Atlanta Federal Reserve Bank 
President Dennis Lockhart).

The Graham Executives-in-Resi-
dence Series, supported by a gift from 
the late Henry Graham Jr., and Diane 
Graham, brings working business ex-
ecutives to campus to guest-teach classes, 
advise individual students, and give 
public lectures on business issues. 

The Humphreys Entrepreneur-
in-Residence Series was established by 
David, C’79, and Debra Humphreys. 
Students get the chance to learn directly 
from successful entrepreneurs who 
have created companies ranging from 
one of the earliest Internet bookstores 
(David Mason, C’95, began the project 
in a dorm room) to a social enterprise 
that creates and sells beauty products to 
support a program for women survivors 
of violence, prostitution, and addiction 
(Becca Stevens, C’85).

Under Director Chip Manning, 
C’82, the Babson Center has run a suc-
cessful Entrepreneur Week program, 
supported a student investment club that 
manages $250,000 of the University’s 
endowment portfolio, and created a 
student-run angel investment and loan 
syndication fund. 

Manning brings to the University 
years of experience as a senior executive 

THE FIRST DIRECTOR

By 2008, most of the pieces were in place 
for Sewanee’s pre-business program, and 
the choice for a director for the Center for 
Global Commerce was down to three finalists.

Then, just days after the start of the new 
academic year, Lehman Brothers filed for 
bankruptcy, and the global financial crisis ex-
ploded. All three finalists withdrew. “That’s 
why I became the director of the Babson 

Center,” says Nick Babson, C’68.
Babson had long been an active alumnus, became a member of the Univer-

sity’s Board of Regents in 1999, and served as chair of the board from 2003 to 
2005. A $1 million gift by Babson and his wife, Mary, launched the campaign 
that funded the pre-business program.

Babson was deeply involved in the University’s last capital campaign, and he 
had been acting as interim director of the center. He was ready to move on, but 
when he was asked to become the center’s first full-time leader, he accepted, and 
he stayed in the post until 2011. “Fortunately, I have a spouse who loves Sewanee 
as much as I do.” 

He brought considerable business intelligence to the director’s role. After 
graduating from the University with a political science major, he went to work 
for the family business, a dairy supplies firm, and turned it into an international 
company that did business in 44 countries by the time the family sold it in 1999. 
He says he owes much of his success to what he learned at Sewanee: “how to lis-
ten, how to think critically, and how to appreciate different global cultures.”

Moving from the fast-paced, action-oriented world of business to the 
academic environment required him to use those skills again. As part of his new 
role, he had to teach two seminar classes for the honors program. “Writing those 
syllabuses was the hardest thing I’ve ever done in my life,” he says.

He also had to adapt to academic culture. In business, he says, he followed 
the guidance he found in a framed saying his father hung over the family televi-
sion set: “Talk is tolerated as a brief prelude to doing.” Now, he says, he’s modi-
fied the aphorism to read “Talk is tolerated as a necessary, but brief, prelude 
to doing.” The “necessary,” he adds with a smile, “came as a result of my being 
here.” 

Nonetheless, he adds, “I’d do it again.”

in industries including hospitality, real 
estate, distribution, retail, and manu-
facturing. Besides directing the work 
of the center, he also teaches the two 
seminars required for the business hon-
ors program. His course syllabi include 
not only business books but also Arthur 
Miller’s Death of a Salesman, Joseph Con-
rad’s The Secret Sharer, and Robert Bolt’s A 
Man for All Seasons, the story of Sir Thomas 

More’s struggle with his conscience and 
his king.

The Business Minor

Since 2009, the University has 
graduated 139 business minors, 
including 11 Carey Fellows honors 

graduates. This year, 35 students gradu-
ated with business minors.

Williams says he believes the minor’s 
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Nick and Mary Babson



grounding in Sewanee’s liberal arts tra-
dition was a major factor in winning and 
retaining faculty support for the minor 
and the business program. 

“We’ve worked very hard to build 
trust with the faculty. I’ve been very clear 
that my goal is not to have a business 
major,” Williams notes.

BUSINESS PROFILE: 
HENRY LODGE, C’72

When Henry Lodge graduated 
from Sewanee in 1972, he knew 
one thing about his future: It didn’t 
involve working for the family cast 
iron foundry, Lodge Manufactur-
ing in South Pittsburg, Tenn.

There was “too much fam-
ily” in the family business, and 
he started looking around for a 
teaching job. After several weeks of 
a desultory job search, one of his 
cousins called and told him, “We 
just fired the shipping clerk. You 
know how to do that, so get down 
here.”

Lodge never left, and today he 
shares the leadership of the firm 
with his cousin, Bob Kellerman. 
Lodge is in charge of operations, 
and Kellerman directs marketing 
and sales.

At Sewanee, Lodge was a psy-
chology and math double major, 
and he uses the lessons he learned 

as an undergraduate — particularly how to think critically and analytically and how 
to communicate effectively — as a business leader.

He’s appreciative of the breadth of Sewanee’s curriculum. “It pushes you to 
spread your interests,” he argues. “Business is a kind of liberal arts thing — the 
‘liberal arts’ of the professions. I’ve never regretted studying liberal arts.”

In recent years, the 119-year-old company has been on a roll, gaining inter-
national acclaim for its “Lodge Logic” pre-seasoned cast iron cookware, which it 
introduced in 2002. “We were on a kind of downward trend until we started that,” 
Lodge says. “It was one of the first steps in recreating ourselves.”

The firm has followed up by adding new lines — enameled cast iron, stainless 
steel and seasoned carbon steel — to compete with other cookware brands. With 
demand for its products outstripping manufacturing capacity, the company is in 
the midst of a big expansion of its South Pittsburg plant. “The last few years have 
been pretty exciting,” he says.

The Sewanee business minor is 
distinctly interdisciplinary, drawing 
on offerings from economics, politics, 
computer science, philosophy, history, 
forestry, mathematics, and psychology.

Students have a choice of three 
tracks: finance, management, or inter-
national business. Along with a three-

course common core of basic economics 
and finance, every business minor is 
required to take an ethics course.

Once that core is completed, 
students can range widely across the 
curriculum, choosing offerings ranging 
from game theory to the development 
of consumer culture (a history 
offering), to microfinance and social 
entrepreneurship.

One goal of the curriculum design, 
says Williams, is to make the minor at-
tractive and accessible, no matter what a 
student’s major might be. Students have 
responded, too. Not surprisingly, many 
of the minors are economics majors, 
but to date, business minors have come 
from 22 different majors, from English 
to art to anthropology. 

Williams says the argument for 
students is that they can major in their 
passion, get a business minor, and even 
consider opting for the business honors 
program.

Business Honors

The business honors program — 
the Carey Fellowships — adds 
content and enrichment to the 

business minor. Students must apply for 
the honors track, and a good academic 
track record is a prerequisite. 

The honors program requires both 
additional coursework — two honors 
seminar classes — and a six-month paid 
internship. To complete the program 
in the standard four years, the students 
enroll in summer school between their 
sophomore and junior years.

Those six-month internships are 
real jobs, not the coffee-fetching, copy-
making variety that have made “intern” 
sound like a dirty word. Carey Fel-
lows have interned at financial services 
firms, manufacturing and health care 
companies, investment banks like Op-
penheimer and UBS, and nonprofit 
organizations.

During their junior year, the Carey 
Fellows travel to Chicago for an intensive 
two-day round of briefings with busi-
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BUSINESS PROFILE: SAM TAUSSIG, C’15
Sam Taussig came to Sewanee already knowing he wanted to work in the field of eco-
nomic development: As a high school student in suburban Washington, D.C., he had 
worked as an intern at an international development consultancy and held leadership 
positions with a nongovernmental organization that promotes social entrepreneurship.

When he visited campus before enrolling, Taussig focused his attention on the 
economics department. As a student, he says, he began to take more interest in busi-
ness studies because of the programs of the Babson Center.

“It took me some time to discover fully what the center offers,” he says. “I wouldn’t 
have explored finance at all without the Babson Center.”  

Now, Taussig is learning the practical role finance plays in economic development 
as he completes his Carey Fellows internship at the Montana Small Business Develop-
ment Center in Bozeman, where he helps clients plan new businesses and get financing. 

“The work is hard,” he says, “and learning to adapt to a rapidly growing organiza-
tion’s politics and culture is difficult, but I’ve learned the importance of determining 
priorities when every task is urgent.”

ness leaders, many of them Sewanee 
alumni, as well as a visit to the trading 
floor of the Chicago Board of Trade. 
In their senior year, they travel to New 
York for another round of briefings and 
a visit to the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange.

The Carey Fellows seminar last 
fall took on a study of the potential 
economic benefits of development of 
the Mountain Goat Trail, an ongoing 
rails-to-trails project that will eventually 
run from Cowan to Palmer, in Grundy 
County, following the track of the long-
abandoned rail line. The study, which 
projected an annual economic stimulus 
to the region of more than $1.2 million, 
was widely reported, even in national 
news media.

The Carey Fellows format seems 
to be doing what it’s supposed to do. 
Among the first three graduating classes, 
80 percent left the campus with their 
first job in hand or an admission to a 
graduate school, and all the graduates 
were employed within 90 days. Four 
of this year’s crop of six Carey Fellows 
have accepted employment offers, and 
one has been accepted into a graduate 
progam in chemistry.

Starting salaries for the Carey grads 
were about a quarter higher than the 
national average graduate starting salary, 
and about 10 percent above the average 
for graduates with business degrees.

Beecken Scholarships

Starting in 2007, students have had 
an unusual option to add business 
expertise to their liberal arts expe-

rience — scholarship support to attend 
“business bridge” programs at some of 
the best graduate schools of business in 
the country, including Stanford, the 
University of California’s Haas School of 
Business, Chicago’s Booth School, and 
Dartmouth’s Tuck School.

The programs are specially designed 
to give liberal arts students exposure to 
the range of business skills they will need 
to compete.

Endowed by David, C’68, and Kitty 
Beecken, the Beecken Bridge Scholar-
ships have financed all or part of the cost 
of intensive summer business education 
for 45 students; of that group, only 17 
were business minors.

Manning says the center is build-
ing its dedicated endowment, with the 
goal of becoming a completely self-
supporting unit of the University while 
expanding its programs and outreach to 
the University and the community.

Social Entrepreneurship

The economics department of-
fers a full sequence of courses 
that give students interested in 

social entrepreneurship the knowledge 
and skills they need to create and man-
age social enterprises, from the basics of 
economic development theory to hands-
on field research in Asia and Africa. Ad-
ditionally, students may elect placements 
in internships at microfinance and 
social enterprises in South Asia, Latin 
America, Africa, and the United States. 

Business Skills and 
Career Development

A ll students, whether they elect 
formal business studies or 
not, can draw on the Uni-

versity’s full-service Office of Career & 

Leadership Development for practical 
assistance in launching their post-grad-
uation careers. 

The Babson Center and the Office 
of Career & Leadership jointly sponsor 
two annual Career Days, where Sewanee 
alumni return to the campus to share 
their business knowledge, help students 
prepare for employment interviews, 
share networking contacts, and speak 
candidly about the challenges and op-
portunities of business life. These events 
are supported by a gift from Joel A. 
Smith III, C’67, dean emeritus of the 
University of South Carolina’s School of 
Business.

Students have plenty of opportuni-
ties to build their résumés with business 
skills training: every semester, profes-
sional trainers offer high-level, hands-
on training in using spreadsheets for 
general financial analysis and corporate 
valuation, and all students are eligible to 
apply for more than 200 paid summer 
internships. 

Finally, there’s the special power of 
the Sewanee alumni network. Each year, 
alumni and other friends of Sewanee 
gather on the campus for “Beyond The 
Gates,” a two-day event that covers ev-
erything from the intricacies of business 
networking to business etiquette, as well 
as in-depth career panels.
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T H E O L O G I A

DURING EXAM WEEK FOR Sewanee students, 
seminarian Katie Bradshaw, T’15, sits with a 
friend at Stirling’s Coffee House, and it’s not long 
before an undergraduate cheerfully greets her and 

stays for a short visit. Later, another student stops to talk with 
her for a few minutes before returning to the library. Brad-
shaw is a resident chaplain, part of a two-year-old program 
that places School of Theology students in undergraduate 
residence halls to serve as live-in staff, offering support and 
encouragement to dorm residents. But the role often extends 
outside the dorms.

“It’s about being attentive to the people in front of you,” 
Bradshaw says. And she makes it look easy.

The program was conceived seven years ago, when single 
seminarians were first hired to serve as head residents of un-
dergraduate dorms, giving the seminarians a place to live while 
also connecting the seminary to the college. The head resi-
dents served as disciplinarians in the dorms, which interfered 
with the more important role of being chaplain. “A student 
having a problem was not coming to talk to the same person 
who served as disciplinarian,” says former Associate Dean of 
Students Mary Beth Bankson Williams.

Now, instead of serving as disciplinarians, the chaplains 
host regular open meeting hours for students to talk with them 
about anything they want to talk about. The chaplains are given 
the freedom to craft their hours to work with their academic 

Ministry in Practice 
Sewanee’s seminarian resident chaplains build bridges to undergraduates 
and ordained ministry.

By Sara Milford, T’15

Resident Chaplain Robert Beazley, T’16, hosts a s’mores get-together in Tuckaway Hall.
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schedules and to use their 
own individual skills and 
talents to develop programs 
that work.

Head Resident Chaplain 
Whitney Burton, T’15, start-
ed seminary and resident 
chaplaincy in 2012 and says 
that the role of the chaplain 
is all about meeting the needs of the students. “Personally, I’ve 
learned to adjust my expectations,” she says. She really wanted 
to hold a daily compline service for students, “but after three 
weeks I learned that it wasn’t what the students wanted; they 
wanted a book club instead.”

Across campus, Resident Chaplain Robert Beazley, T’16, 
says the idea of a daily service has worked for residents of the 
dorms in which he works. “Each week, I hang out in the dorm 
common rooms, and the last 15 to 20 minutes is always set 
aside to observe compline,” he says. “For those 20 minutes, 
the rigors of classes, social life, and relationships are put on 
hold.”

Finding what works for the students requires keeping 
an open line of communication with them. “It takes a lot of 
time to establish relationships so the students know they can 
come to you when they need to,” says Bradshaw, who joined 
the chaplain staff in the fall of 2013. She tries to attend weekly 
staff meetings in the dorm to know what the proctors and as-
sistant proctors are up to, follows up on personal recommen-
dations with one-on-one meetings, and posts humorous fliers 
in the dorm for her upcoming programs.

The chaplains are expected to spend eight to 10 hours a 
week interacting with students and organizing and offering 
programs. In addition to compline and a book group, they 
have hosted pancake suppers, a grief group, and Thursday 
video game night. But most interaction happens one-on-one, 
and often unexpectedly. Undergraduates approach the chap-
lains at any time for a visit or to set up an appointment.

 “What I have learned most is that this group of people is 
caught between being kids and being adults,” Bradshaw says. 
“And because of this, timing is everything — knowing when 
to confront them and when to just love them. They’re living 
among people they don’t know. They have a lot of stressors, 

and they need a non-anxious 
presence.”

The chaplains bring 
awareness of the seminary as 
part of the Sewanee com-
munity, bring the church to 
a personal level, and present 
faces of future church lead-
ers. And serving as resident 

chaplains gives seminarians valuable experience as they prepare 
for their own lives in ministry, whether they are providing 
prayer and support in times of tragedy or are pointing students 
toward professional resources. Being housed in the dorms is, 

“What I have learned most is that this 

group of people is caught between being 

kids and being adults,” Bradshaw says. 

“And because of this, timing is everything 

— knowing when to confront them and 

when to just love them.”

Katie Bradshaw, T’15, (right) chats with Maggie Dunlap, C’14, over coffee 
at Stirling’s.

in a sense, “like living with the parish,” Williams says. “They 
see the students at their best and worst.” 

The Rev. Marcus Halley, T’13, associate priest for young 
adults and families at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in 
Kansas City, Mo., served as a resident chaplain for a year while 
earning a Diploma of Anglican Studies. He says the work 
provided great preparation for his ordained ministry. “I was 
able to build relationships with young people in happy and in 
difficult times. All the while, I was practicing the real ‘rubber-
meets-the-road’ type of ministry. Through resident chaplain-
cy, theory became practice.”

S
te

ph
en

 L
. G

ar
re

tt



26 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • SUMMER 2014

S P O R T S

THIS SPRING, one more chapter in the storied 
history of Sewanee athletics came to a close with 
the retirement of longtime trainer and facilities 
manager Bill Barry.

After serving as the first full-time assistant athletic trainer 
at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, Barry made the 
trip to Sewanee when Hall of Fame Athletic Director Wal-
ter Bryant hired him in the summer of 1969 — the same 
year Richard Nixon was inaugurated as 37th president of the 
United States and The Brady Bunch made its television debut.

Barry has been a fixture at Sewanee ever since. He served 
for 25 years in the training 
room, before taking the role of 
facilities and business manager 
when the Robert Dobbs Fowler 
Center opened in 1994. Dur-
ing his time at Sewanee, Barry 
has been recognized as one of 
the nation’s top athletic train-
ers. After 41 years of serving 
on various national, state, and 
district committees, Barry was 
inducted into the Tennessee 
Athletic Trainers Hall of Fame 
in 2001 and the Sewanee Ath-
letics Hall of Fame in 2011.

Barry worked with Head 
Football Coach Shirley Majors 
for nine years. Coach Majors 
remembers Barry as a “trainer, 
coach, and advisor.” But he says 
he could also be tough. “He 
wasn’t afraid to kick your butt if 
he thought you were wimping 
out and not giving it your all.”

“Early on, my father saw that Bill was very capable, and 
he began to give him more and more duties, such as buying 
equipment and making full arrangements for football trips,” 
says Majors’ son Larry Majors, C’64.

During Barry’s tenure, the Tigers added their first women 
and minority student-athletes and helped form three separate 
athletic conferences. Barry has seen and worked during some 

of the most important moments in the department’s history. 
His time on the sidelines included more than 300 consecu-
tive home and away football games and his legendary preseason 
football camps.

As business and facilities manager, Barry helped with the 
design of the Fowler Center. He also served as a historian of 
the greats of Sewanee athletics. Barry even served as a faculty 
sponsor of a sorority on campus 20 years ago.

Along with his professionalism and dedication to the 
purple and gold, Barry will always be known for his heart and 
humor.

“Sewanee faithful regularly 
beat a path to Bill’s door to talk 
about Tiger athletics from years 
ago,” says Athletic Director Mark 
Webb. 

One former student-athlete, 
Barry Ray, C’78, remembers that 
Barry’s sense of humor extended 
to his work. “If he had to tape 
your ankles, you had to shave your 
legs halfway up the shin,” Ray says. 
“He then proceeded to tape about 
three inches higher than you 
shaved. That made it interesting 
when the tape had to be removed 
after practice or a game.”

For Barry, it was working with 
athletes and enjoying their success 
that made it all worthwhile. “All 
the student-athletes I have treated 
and then watched during the years 
made my work not a job, but a 
joy,” says Barry.

Calvin Blount, C’84, who worked under Barry as a foot-
ball manager in the early ’80s, sums up what many former 
athletes think about their old trainer. “Bill and Sewanee will 
always have a special place in my heart,” Blount says. “And to 
me, Bill is Sewanee.”

Upon retirement, Barry plans on spending more time 
with his wife of 42 years, Gail.

Bill Barry Hangs Up His Trainer’s Tape
After 45 years of service, one of Sewanee’s great characters retires.

By Clayton Felts, sports information director

Former Head Football 

Coach Shirley Majors 

says Barry “wasn’t 

afraid to kick your butt 

if he thought you were 

wimping out and not 

giving it your all.”
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W HILE study-
ing religion at 
Sewanee, Mar-
shall Chap-

man, C’84, was a member of 
The Agents of Erosion, a band 
that played folk and bluegrass 
music. Geology Professor Bran 
Potter was one of Chapman’s 
bandmates, and he taught the 
band to play the Gordon Bok 
songs “Hills of Isle au Haut” 
and “Isle au Haut Lullaby.”

Isle au Haut is a remote 
island south of Stonington, 
Maine, but Chapman didn’t know that. “I wasn’t familiar with 
it. I assumed it was off the coast of France,” he says.

Thirty years later, Chapman is the new owner of the his-
toric Robinson Point Light Keeper’s House, an historic little 
inn on the island that he once knew only through song.

After graduating from Sewanee, Chapman studied geology 
at the University of Massachusetts, where a fellow student sug-
gested he do his fieldwork on the geology of Isle au Haut. Dur-
ing his research, he not only discovered that this was the place 
he had been singing about, but he fell in love with the island, 
with its historic lighthouse, and with the light keeper’s house.

Today, Chapman is a professor of geology at Morehead 
State University in Morehead, Ky., but for the past 27 years, 
he has spent his summers on Isle au Haut. He purchased the 
inn from longtime owners Jeffrey and Judith Burke on Dec. 
31, 2012, and reopened it last summer.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 

two-acre oceanfront property 
consists of a four-bedroom, 
turn-of-the-century light 
keeper’s house, a guest house, 
several cottages, a boathouse, 
and a deep-water dock. The 
self-sufficient property is off 
the grid, with power supplied 
by solar panels and a backup 
generator. Drinking water is 
drawn from the sea using a 
reverse-osmosis system. The 
town of Isle au Haut maintains 
ownership of the granite and 
brick lighthouse tower, which 

was built in 1907 to guide fishermen to safety during fierce 
winter storms.  

The Burkes renovated the property and opened it as the 
Keeper’s House Inn in 1986, attracting visitors from around 
the world who were looking to step back in time and experi-
ence Maine island life as it was 100 years ago. The Keeper’s 
House became a popular destination and was featured in 
newspapers and magazines, and on television travel shows. It 
closed for business when the Burkes retired several years ago.

When the Keeper’s House came on the market, Chapman 
became concerned it would be purchased by someone who 
would replace the historic buildings with a modern man-
sion equipped with a heliport. He eventually approached the 
Burkes and said he was interesting in buying the property 
himself. 

 “He’s the perfect person to continue the tradition,” says 
Jeff Burke. “Marshall is a natural banjo-plucking host, full 

Isle au Haut Lullaby
Marshall Chapman, C’84, reopens an historic light keeper’s house inn on a 
Maine island.

The view from the Light Keeper’s House.

The Robinson Point lighthouse and Light Keeper’s House inn.
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of stories and cheer, 
the perfect optimist to 
breathe new life into the 
inn.”

When it came time 
to prepare the inn for its 
reopening last summer, 
Chapman had some 
help from his old Agents 
of Erosion bandmates, 
Bran Potter and for-
mer University Forester 
Charlie Smith, C’79. 
Potter, Smith, and their 
wives visited Isle au Haut 
to paint furniture, help 
landscape the grounds, 
and to plant a flower 
garden.

“After dinner, Bran, 
Charlie and I would pick 
up our instruments and 
play music well into the 
night,” Chapman says. 
“We were invited to give 
a concert to the island-
ers, which we did in the 
cleared-out shop of one 
of the fishermen. The 
place was completely 
filled with residents, and we were delighted to have the island-
ers sing along with us.”

Isle au Haut, which means “High Island” in French, is 
located about six miles from the mainland and is accessible by 
private boat and daily passenger ferry service from Stonington. 
About half of the island is part of Acadia National Park, and 
the Keeper’s House is the only inn in operation on the island. 

Since reopening the inn, Chapman says, he’s learned to 
play many roles: host, museum curator, handyman, and more. 
“I’ve had to become well-versed in all things nautical and 
related to lighthouses. On any given day, I might be hanging 
on a 40-foot ladder painting or glazing windows or racing to 

Geology Professor and innkeeper Marshall Chapman, C’84.

the dock to greet guests, or taking them for a sail in our 1903 
Friendship sloop.”

Hikers sometimes get lost when they’re exploring the 
island and when they do, Chapman often gets the call. He also 
serves as a volunteer EMT, so he gets requests for everything 
from applying anti-itch cream to mosquito bites to racing to 
the mainland in his 1949 lobster boat to care for someone 
having a heart attack.

“When you’re on the island, there is no ‘no’ to any 
request,” he says. “You help each other with whatever skills 
you have. It’s the way all of us should live in our respective 
communities.”
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Save the Date for Homecoming 
and Reunion Weekend Novem-
ber 7–9, 2014 
Sewanee alumni are invited to return to 
the Mountain for a weekend of cel-
ebration. The Classes of 1964, 1969, 
1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 
2004, and 2009 will all celebrate their 
reunion years, and the Class of 2014 
will celebrate its first reunion. It’s a 
great time to come home to Sewanee.

Come Back
It is a privilege and honor to serve as president of the Associated Alumni. I fol-
low an outstanding president in Sage Smith Hoare, C’86, who used her term 
to make sure alumni had many opportunities to become engaged with Sewanee 
and that their voices were heard on the University’s governing boards and 
through other avenues of communication. 

I am a member of the Class of 1976. I have two brothers who preceded me 
on the Mountain, a daughter who graduated in 2007 and a brother-in-law and 
niece qualifying as legacies. That is minor-league as far as Sewanee legacies go, 
but I proudly lay claim to all things Sewanee. My wife and I have a second home 
on campus and we consider ourselves very fortunate to be part of this wonder-
ful community.   

If you have not been on campus for a while, I believe you will be amazed 
at the improvements and new initiatives taking place at our alma mater. The 
new Sewanee Inn is ready to welcome you back, and it is a goal of the Associated 
Alumni to encourage alumni to return to the Mountain. The more alumni we 
have returning to the Mountain, the better our University will be for everyone. 
It is no coincidence that our admissions numbers have been larger than ever 
over the last few years as campus visits by prospective students are at a record 
high. 

I’ll be able to share more about exciting developments at Sewanee in future 
issues of the magazine, but for now, I want to encourage you to do a few things:

• If you have a chance to gather with our 16th Vice-Chancellor John 
 McCardell, don’t miss it. He just finished his fourth year at Sewanee and 
 his leadership and vision for Sewanee is everything you would want it to be.

• Visit the new Sewanee Inn. It is a wonderful addition to our University. 
 The building and furnishings are first-class, and you will know you have 
 arrived back on campus. It is all about welcoming people to our University 
 and community. 

• If you’re a golfer, play the Course at Sewanee. You will be impressed with 
 the renovated University golf course, redesigned by world-class golf 
 architect Gil Hanse, who was also selected to create the 2016 Olympic 
 Games course in Rio de Janeiro.

• When you meet or talk to promising high school students, encourage them 
 to include Sewanee in their college search plans. You can feel confident in 
 what is being offered to our students.

• If there are job openings where you work, let Sewanee know so they can 
 alert any alumni who might be a good fit. You know Sewanee alumni make 
 great employees!

I am looking forward to working with the alumni executive board over the next 
two years to continue to build programs and events that help alumni stay con-
nected to both the University and to one another.  

YSR,
Michael Payne, C’76
President of the Associated Alumni

Sewanee CLE Seminar, Oct. 2–3
Calling all Sewanee attorneys! Save the 
date for the University’s second Con-
tinuing Legal Education Course, to 
be held Oct. 2–3. We will begin with a 
reception and dinner on Thursday eve-
ning and offer the seminars on Friday. 
After lunch, you can take advantage of 
some of the wonderful opportunities the 
Domain offers: hiking, golf, tennis, or 
just relaxing! For details, visit 
www.sewaneegateway.com/cle2014.

Hall of Fame Dinner Scheduled 
for Sept. 12
The Sewanee Athletic Department and 
the Office of Alumni Relations will 
host a dinner and awards ceremony to 
celebrate the Sewanee Athletics Hall of 
Fame Class of 2014. The dinner will be 
held on Sept. 12, 2014. The 2014 Hall 
of Fame inductees include:

Blane Brooks, C’83
Frank Faulkinberry, C’1910
Amy Owensby, C’04
Frank Pinney, C’63
Ben Tuck, C’03
John Turner, C’63
1999 Women’s Tennis Team

For more information and to register 
for the dinner and awards ceremony, 
visit www.sewaneegateway.com
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1961
W. Scott Welch III was rec-
ognized at the Ole Miss Law 
School Alumni Legacy Lun-
cheon on March 21, 2014, for 
the 50th anniversary of his law 
school graduation.

1963
Jerry Summers, who has more 
than 40 years experience 
practicing high-profile criminal 
defense and civil law, recently 
published his first book, The 
Turtle and the Lawyer. In the 
book, Jerry narrates the many 
paths his life has presented, 
including the path he chose 
to follow for a career in law. 
William Weyman recently 
published Leo & I and the 
Ghost of Cézanne, A Memory 
of Art and Provence, a memoir 
on the art of Leo Marchutz and 
the years that the two men 
spent working together. As a 
student at Sewanee, William 
spent a junior year abroad 
studying French and art in Aix-
en-Provence, France, where he 
met artist and Cézanne expert 
Leo Marchutz. Following his 
graduation from Sewanee, he 
returned to France to continue 
his studies with Marchutz and 
subsequently to teach with him 
at the Institute for American 
Universities in Aix. In 1973, 
Marchutz and William, with 
fellow artist Sam Bjorklund, 
founded the Marchutz School 
of Art, which still operates in 
Aix today in association with 
the Institute for American 
Universities. William lived in 
southern France for 40 years 
before returning to Savan-
nah, Ga., where he now lives. 
The book is a personal ac-
count of the author’s life and 
experience from September 
1961 when he first arrived in 
Aix-en-Provence and met Leo 
Marchutz to January 1976, the 
year Marchutz died.

1964
Walter L. Cowart was among 
the group singing at Carnegie 
Hall on Presidents’ Day, Feb. 
17, 2014, celebrating the 75th 
anniversary of Shawnee Press, 
a publisher of music. Bob 
Kring has been awarded four 
U.S. patents on medical de-
vices in the past year. Although 
he is semiretired, he continues 
to work in the medical area 
and hopes to market the de-
vices independently or jointly 
with a major orthopedic com-
pany. Joseph Winkelman has 
recently updated his website 
at www.winkelman.co.uk and 
will show the second collection 
of etchings and relief prints do-
nated to Sewanee’s permanent 
collection of fine arts during 
2014 College Homecoming 
and Reunion weekend in the 
new gallery of the University 
Archives.

1965
A. Spencer Tomb is retiring 
after a 44-year teaching and 
research career. He had been 
teaching introductory botany 
and biology courses and he 
coordinated a team-taught 
organismic biology course for 
majors at Kansas State Univer-
sity. He also taught upper-level 
courses in evolution, cytoge-
netics, and palynology. He has 
three research projects to fin-
ish and has become interested 
in forensic botany.

1966
John Gendron Capers III 
was elected president of the 
1,200-member Golf Collectors 
Society (GCS). Based in the 
United States, the GCS has 
spawned other societies in 
Great Britain, Europe, Austra-
lia, Japan, and Canada. James 
Elywin Gipson lives in the 
Sewanee area with his com-
panion of 31 years, Bill Strong. 
James spends a great deal 
of energy raising money to 
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Chip Snowden, C’66, and his 
wife, Sara, at the top of Mt. 
Snowdon in Wales. Chip and 
Sara celebrated their 10th 
anniversary by touring England, 
Scotland, and Wales.

William Weyman, C’63, recently 
published Leo & I and the Ghost 
of Cézanne, A Memory of Art and 
Provence, a memoir on the art 
of Leo Marchutz and the years 
that the two men spent working 
together.

Jerry Summers, C’63, recently 
published his first book, The 
Turtle and the Lawyer.

Walter Cowart, C’64, with his 
wife, Laura, before a concert at 
Carnegie Hall in which Walter 
sang to celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of Shawnee Press, a 
publisher of music.

endow the Rainbow Fund. The 
Rainbow Fund was established 
in 2007 for the purpose of 
giving financial aid to Sewanee 
students who are members 
of the Gay Straight Alliance 
or its successor organiza-
tion who support equality for 
all. The University is holding 
funds until the total reaches 
$50,000, when the fund will 
be endowed. James and Bill 
ask that anyone interested in 

helping to endow the Rainbow 
Fund mail checks made out to 
the Rainbow Fund to the Office 
of University Advancement, 
735 University Ave., Sewanee, 
TN 37383-1000. Frank Arm-
strong Green has moved to 
Jacksonville, Fla., where he 
continues his Bard Society fic-
tion-writing workshop, which he 
has been running for 35 years, 
helping to publish more than 
40 novels. Chip Snowden and 
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his wife, Sara, celebrated their 
10th anniversary by touring 
England, Scotland, and Wales. 
They were in Edinburgh for the 
Tattoo, attended evensong 
in Westminster Abbey, spent 
several days climbing around 
in Caernarfon and Conwy 
castles in Wales, visited Bath, 
the British Museum, the Tower 
of London, and the National 
Gallery. 

1967
Dan Anderson has published 
three mystery novels since re-
tiring. His fourth book is soon 
to be published, and the first 
three have been optioned for 
film production. Paul Kneedler 
has moved to Bon Aqua, Tenn., 
and set up a website 
(www.bonaquabows.com) to 
promote his Native American 
bows and bow-making classes 
— an art he has been perfect-
ing for over 30 years. Michael 

McCord is the proud owner 
of the Clock Boutique in Hope 
Mills, N.C. He has been repair-
ing clocks for over a dozen 
years after retiring from a 26-
year Army career. Bill Milnor is 
a retired U.S. Army orthopedic 
surgeon now living in Aquilla, 
Texas, with his wife, Gerry. 
Bill raises and rides western 
quarter horses. Bill Nelson 
and his two sons, Andy and 
Charlie, have reopened the old 
(pre-Civil War) family distillery 
in Greenbrier, Tenn. The distill-
ery was closed in 1891 thanks 
to statewide prohibition, but 
the parts that still stand are 
listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. You can 
now find Belle Meade Bourbon 
in several states. Crawford 
Rainwater of Gulf Breeze, Fla., 
is now retired after working 
with Hygeia Coca Cola Bottling 
Company since 1965 and serv-
ing in many positions, including 
as chairman and CEO. Boyd 

Ritchie and his wife, Betty, live 
in Graham, Texas, where in 
2012 he decided to step down 
as the state’s Democratic 
Party chairman, a position he 
had held since being elected 
in 2006. Greg Rogers is an ac-
count executive with KDM POP 
Solutions Group, a premier 
point-of-purchase and retail 
printing, fabrication, and fulfill-
ment company in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where he lives with his 
wife, Lauri. McFerrin Smith is 
a circuit court judge in DeLand, 
Fla., a position he has held for 
over 35 years. He and his wife, 
Rosemary, have two grown 
sons and like to vacation at 
their second home in Black 
Mountain, N.C.

1968
Billy Grimball has written and 
published a book of poetry 
entitled Poems. 

1970
Carolis Deal lives in San Fran-
cisco, where he is president of 
Ideal North America, a whole-
saler and importer of private-
label wines made in Greece 
and Turkey. John Parsons 
lives in New Orleans and has 
been active teaching chess in 
various schools. Three of his 
students have won national 
championships. 

1971
Katherine Elberfeld’s de-
but novel, The Lady of the 
House, was nominated for 
the Pushcart Prize, an award 
that honors the best works 
in small presses over the 
previous year. In flashbacks 
and memories, Annie, the 
middle-aged narrator of The 
Lady of the House revisits her 
childhood and adolescence in 
small-town southern America. 
Katherine’s careers in journal-
ism, freelance writing, and the 
Episcopal priesthood inform 
and inspire her writing. 

KEEP IN TOUCH!
We know exciting things have happened since you left the 
Mountain. Let us know about your new job, promotion, 
marriage or family addition. Send news to: 
 classnotes@sewanee.edu or
 Buck Butler
 Office of Marketing & Communications
 735 University Avenue
 Sewanee, TN 37383-1000

Deadlines and policies Class notes deadlines fall about 
10 weeks before the magazine is published. Sewanee 
magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please 
let us know about weddings, births, and degrees received 
after they have happened. 

Alumni photograph policies We accept photos of 
Sewanee groups at weddings and other special events. With 
the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni 
pictured; birth date, parents’ names, and class years with 
photos of children; dates and locations of events pictured. 
 Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; 
color is preferred. Prints should be on glossy paper with no 
surface texture. Prints will be returned at your request; write 
your name and address on the back.
 Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 300 pixels per 
inch and 4 x 6 in. minimum dimension. Low-resolution 
photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.
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1973
Julian Bibb has received the 
Williamson County Impact 
Award. Julian is an attorney 
with Stites & Harbison, and 
through his leadership, the 
firm has raised more than $40 
million for Williamson County 
nonprofit organizations and 
has organized 27 different 
nonprofits. He lives in Franklin, 
Tenn. Julian is involved in a 
number of causes, including 
historic preservation, environ-
mental stewardship, social 
justice, affordable housing, 
public transportation, and 
improvements to the criminal 
justice system.

1974
Ty Cook and his son Tayloe 
Cook, C’07, have opened 
Wooden Skiff Brewing, a small 
brewery on Hilton Head, S.C. 
They currently have two beers 
with a third IPA beer expected 
this summer.

1977
Deborah Ross Clark ran in the 
New York City Marathon with 
two of her three children, Ross 
and Kathryn. The family raised 
over $14,000 for the American 
Cancer Society and ran as 
part of the American Cancer 
DetermiNation team. Her hus-
band, Robert, C’76, and son, 
Wes, led the cheering from the 
sidelines at various mile mark-
ers. Nanette Johnson Rudolf 
married Mark Olson on March 
1, 2014, in Key West, Fla. They 
live in Lauderdale by the Sea, 
Fla.

1982
Dawn Adkins joined the staff 
of Kore Timoun/Children’s 
Nutrition Program of Haiti in 
Leogane, Haiti, in January 
2014 as the monitoring and 
evaluation intern.
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John Seibels Walker, C’83, 
recently unveiled his official por-
trait of current South Carolina 
Lt. Governor Glenn F. McConnell.

1983
Sarah Coke King recently 
went to Honduras to do mis-
sionary work with St. Michael 
and All Angels Church from 
Dallas, Texas. She and her 
group spent a week in Tela on 
the Honduran coast teaching 
Christian education, applying 
fluoride to children’s teeth, 
providing eyeglasses, building 
ecologically friendly stoves, 
providing microfinance loans, 
and tiling and painting at an 
Episcopal church and school. 
John Seibels Walker recently 
unveiled his official portrait 
of current South Carolina Lt. 
Governor Glenn F. McConnell. 
The lieutenant governor is 
depicted standing on Sullivan’s 
Island near Ft. Moultrie in front 
of the Charleston skyline with 
the palmetto tree and cres-
cent moon motif of the South 
Carolina state flag behind him. 
The portrait will hang on per-
manent display in the historic 
senate chambers of the South 
Carolina statehouse.

1985
The Rt. Rev. Mark Bourlakas, 
C’85, T’12, H’14, was elected 
bishop of the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Southwestern Virginia 
on March 9, 2013, and or-
dained on July 20, 2013. Bour-
lakas is the sixth bishop of 
the diocese. Todd H. Votteler 
co-founded and co-principals 
Water Dispute Resolution LLC, 
which provides its clients with 
decades of experience in the 
resolution of intractable water 
and environmental conflicts.

1986
Deedee Morrison completed 
and installed an LED light 
sculpture, Global Convergence, 
in Orlando, Fla., in November. It 
was created as part of SeeArt 
Orlando, a public sculpture 
community project at Orange 
County Regional History 
Center.

Nanette Johnson Rudolf, C’77, 
married Mark Olson on March 1, 
2014, in Key West, Fla.

The Rt. Rev. Mark Bourlakas, C’85, T’12, H’14, was elected bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern Virginia on March 9, 
2013, and ordained on July 20, 2013.

1987
Phil Savage, the director of 
the Reese’s Senior Bowl, was 
named 2013 Coastal Alabama 
Sportsman of the Year.

1988
Paul Harris Boardman co-wrote 
and produced Devil’s Knot, 
a drama about the “West 
Memphis Three” case. It stars 
Reese Witherspoon and Colin 
Firth, and was directed by 
Atom Egoyan. His son, Paul 
Boardman Jr., and daughter, 
Annabel Boardman, have small 
roles in the film. He also co-
wrote and executive produced 
Deliver Us from Evil, a horror 
thriller. Tyler Stallings’ first 
book of collected essays, Arid-
topia: Essays on Art & Culture 
from Deserts in the Southwest 
United States was featured at 
the Los Angeles Times Festival 
of Books. Tim Trantham, long-
time boys basketball coach 
at Brevard High School in Bre-
vard, N.C., recently announced 
his retirement. Tim scored 
more than 1,000 points dur-
ing his basketball career at 
Sewanee. 

1989
Pat Guerry was inducted into 
the Tennessee Tennis Hall 
of Fame in Nashville. As a 
tennis player at Sewanee, he 
was a four-time All-American, 
two-time CoSIDA Academic 
All-American and a two-time 
national semifinalist in singles. 
He was selected as the ITA 
Rookie of the Year, ITA Senior 
of the Year, and received 
the ITA Arthur Ashe Award, 
a national award given for 
scholarship, sportsmanship, 
and humanitarian concern. Pat 
was inducted individually into 
the Sewanee Athletics Hall of 
Fame in the hall’s inaugural 
class in 2004 and again in 
2011 as a member of the 
nationally ranked tennis teams 
of 1988 and 1989. Katherine 

Pat Guerry, 
C’89, was 
inducted 
into the 
Tennessee 
Tennis Hall 
of Fame in 
Nashville.

MacKinnon received approval 
for a sabbatical project for 
2014-2015: the development 
of a website, tentatively titled 
Beyond Compliance: Moving 
Toward Universal Design for 
Learning at Butte College. The 
site will provide materials and 

resources to assist faculty in 
adapting their curriculum to 
better support the learning of 
students with diverse abilities 
in their classrooms with the 
intent of improving student 
learning outcomes for all 
students. Elizabeth Copeland 
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Jay Starks, C’92, and Terry 
Lechler welcomed their son, 
Timothy Davis Starks, on May 9, 
2013.

Wilmer has been named vice 
president of academic and stu-
dent affairs at Virginia Western 
Community College in Roa-
noke, Va. Elizabeth has been 
with Virginia Western for 15 
years, first as a professor of 
art then as dean of liberal arts 
and social sciences. Elizabeth 
lives on a small farm north of 
Roanoke with her husband, 
Wes, daughter, Ashley, and a 
menagerie of animals.

1990
Denise Fletcher married re-
tired U.S. Air Force Maj. David 
Robert Griffin on Feb. 16, 
2013, at St. Francis Episcopal 
Church in Tyler, Texas. Before 
their marriage, Denise had 
published her medieval novel 
Advent of the King and worked 
for 11 years as a property 
manager in Tyler, Texas. The 
newlyweds now live in Hunts-
ville, Ala. Josephine Lowery 
writes to say the Sewanee 
16, a tight-knit group of Class 
of 1990 Theta Pi sisters got 
together in Atlanta, Ga., this 
year. It was their 18th con-
secutive year of spending 
Martin Luther King Jr. weekend 
together for fellowship and 
fun. Mike Raeber was recently 
named executive director for 
legal affairs at the University 
of Georgia. Mike joined the 
King & Spalding law firm in 
1994 and became a partner in 
2002. A specialist in complex 
corporate litigation, he has 
served as lead counsel in cas-
es involving real estate, insur-
ance coverage, employment, 
accounting, and contractual 
interpretation. Before joining 
King & Spalding, he clerked for 
Justice George T. Smith of the 
Georgia Supreme Court and 
Judge Stanley F. Birch Jr. of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
11th Circuit. 

1991
Commander Kathryn Dunbar 
retired after 20 years of honor-

able service in the U.S. Coast 
Guard. She and her family live 
near Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

1992
Sally Harris has joined 
Southlake Counseling, a 
private therapeutic counseling 
practice in Davidson, N.C. She 
lives in Charlotte. Greg Hill 
recently joined the Chertoff 
Group, a global security advi-
sory firm, as a principal. Prior 
to joining the Chertoff Group, 
Greg spent more than a de-
cade in public service in both 
the legislative and executive 
branches. Most recently, he 
served as chief of staff for the 
House Committee on Home-
land Security, where he man-
aged congressional oversight 
for the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. Scott Hud-
mon welcomed a second child, 
Maxwell Welch Hudmon, on 
June 21, 2013. Jay Starks and 
Terry Lechler welcomed their 
son, Timothy Davis Starks, on 
May 9, 2013.

1994
Farrar Brown and Matt Looney 
were married on Feb. 14, 
2014.

1996
Diane O’Bryan Johnston ran 
the ING New York Marathon for 
Team Best Buddies in Novem-
ber to raise funds and bring 
awareness to efforts assisting 
individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabili-
ties. She also accepted a new 
role with WHV Investments as 
director of intermediary sales. 

1997
Timo Snider celebrated his 
10th wedding anniversary and 
is in his 10th year of teaching 
German in Atlanta, Ga. He also 
has a punk/ska internet radio 
show Friday nights at 8 p.m. 
on eavradio.com and published 

The Sewanee 16, a tight-knit group of Class of 1990 Theta Pi sisters 
got together in Atlanta, Ga., this year.

Denise Fletcher, C’90, married retired U.S. Air Force Maj. David 
Robert Griffin on Feb. 16, 2013, at St. Francis Episcopal Church in 
Tyler, Texas.

Wes and Tania Samman Tal-
man, both C’97. Tania was 
recently named Woman of 
the Year in Healthcare by the 
National Association of Profes-
sional Women.
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an e-book entitled Dusk: Les-
sons by the Fireside available 
at smashwords.com. Tania 
Samman Talman was recently 
named Woman of the Year in 
Healthcare by the National 
Association of Professional 
Women. Tania is the director 
of marketing and program 
head for Tyvaso at United 
Therapeutics, a biotechnol-
ogy company focused on the 
development and commer-
cialization of unique products 
to address the unmet needs 
of patients with pulmonary 
arterial hypertension (PAH) 
and other orphan diseases. 
She has been with United 
Therapeutics for five years and 
has launched several novel 
therapies for PAH, which have 
quickly become market lead-
ers, during her tenure.

1998
Erin Hanni Cassell, Amy Jo 
Perigo Shepard, and Ryan 
Cassell, Sewanee’s associate 
director of admissions, ran the 
Walt Disney World Marathon to-
gether in January 2014. It was 
Ryan’s and Amy’s first mara-
thon. Mary Welsh Culley and 
JP Culley have moved from 
Memphis, Tenn., to Tulsa, Okla. 
JP was recently appointed 
head of school at Holland Hall, 
a preschool-through-12th-grade 
Episcopal school in Tulsa that 
serves 1,000 students. Ame-
lia “Presh” Killebrew married 
John Braxton Ashe in Sewanee 

on Sept. 28, 2013. Matthew 
W. Stiles recently joined the 
law firm of Maynard Cooper & 
Gale, where his law practice 
is focused on representing 
employers and businesses 
in employee benefits and 
executive compensation, labor 
relations, employment law, and 
trade secrets and restrictive 
covenants. He lives in Birming-
ham, Ala., with his wife, Holly, 
and three sons.

1999
Josh Beddingfield and his 
wife, JamiLee, welcomed their 
first child, Maggie Rose, on 
Oct. 24, 2013. D. Clark Files 
received an Outstanding Early 
Career Investigator Award from 
the American Thoracic Society 
Foundation.

2000
Casey George-Jackson and 
James Jackson welcomed a 
son, Jonathan C. Jackson, on 
Nov. 2, 2012. The family lives 
in Champaign, Ill. 

2001
Britt and Ryan Kelly an-
nounce the birth of their son, 
Allen James Kelly, on Aug. 14, 
2013. Allen joins big brother, 
Edwin. The family lives in 
Charleston, S.C. Courtney 
Christy Kelly and Justin Kelly 
welcomed a daughter, Marga-
ret Virginia Kelly, on Feb. 14, 

Members of the Class of 1998 and spouses gathered in Sewanee during Homecoming and Reunion 2013 for the class’s 15th reunion.

Erin Hanni Cassell and Amy Jo Perigo Shepard, both C’98, ran the 
Walt Disney World Marathon together in January 2014.

D. Clark Files, C’99, received an 
Outstanding Early Career Inves-
tigator Award from the American 
Thoracic Society Foundation.

Amelia “Presh” Killebrew, C’99, 
married John Braxton Ashe in 
Sewanee on Sept. 28, 2013.

Josh Beddingfield, C’99, and 
his wife, JamiLee, welcomed 
their first child, Maggie Rose, on 
Oct. 24, 2013.

Casey George-Jackson, C’00, 
and James Jackson welcomed 
a son, Jonathan C. Jackson, on 
Nov. 2, 2012.

ReunionYear
November 7–9



36 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • SUMMER 2014

C L A S S  N O T E S

Christy Kelly and Justin Kelly, both C’01, welcomed a daughter, Margaret 
Virginia Kelly, on Feb. 14, 2013.

John Schmick, C’01, and his wife, Kate, welcomed a daughter, Anne 
Miller Schmick, on Oct. 30, 2013.

Britt and Ryan Kelly, both C’01, 
welcomed a son, Allen James 
Kelly, on Aug. 14, 2013.

2013. Raymond McAnally re-
cently had the world premiere 
of his solo play, Size Matters, 
which he wrote and starred 
in, in Cincinnati, Ohio. In the 
play, Raymond played about 
a dozen different characters, 
including many of his family 
members. John Schmick and 
his wife, Kate, welcomed a 
daughter, Anne Miller Schmick, 
on Oct. 30, 2013. They have 
moved back to Baltimore, Md., 
after eight years in Richmond, 
Va. John is teaching English 
at Gilman School. Stephen 
Taylor married Katherine 
Womack on Sept. 21, 2013, in 
Richmond, Va. Steve Yackira, 
C’00, served as best man. The 
couple resides in Norfolk, Va., 
where Stephen is a partner 
with the law firm of Oast & 
Taylor, and Katherine is a 
lawyer with Legal Aid Society of 
Eastern Virginia. 

2002
Carrie Barske, assistant 
professor of history at the 
University of North Alabama, 
has recently been named the 
director of the UNA Center for 
Public History. In July 2014, 
Arcadia Publishing will release 
Images of America: Florence, 
which Barske and three of her 
graduate students authored 
as a fundraiser for the center. 
Kasey Montgomery Bryan, 
and her husband, Locke, wel-
comed a son, South Montgom-
ery Bryan, on July 5, 2013. 
Kasey is a transactional at-
torney for the City of Chicago, 
and Locke is a hematology/on-
cology fellow at Northwestern 
University. Mary Knox Merrill 
Miller and her husband, Mat-
thew, welcomed twin daugh-
ters, Adeline Marie and Evelyn 
Knox, on Dec. 28, 2013. The 
girls are the grandchildren of 
Walter Merrill, C’70, and Mor-
gan Van Zandt Merrill, C’73.

Kasey Montgomery 
Bryan, C’02, and 
her husband, Locke, 
welcomed a son, South 
Montgomery Bryan, on 
July 5, 2013.

Mary Knox Merrill Miller, C’02, and her husband, Matthew, wel-
comed twin daughters, Adeline Marie Miller and Evelyn Knox Miller, 
on Dec. 28, 2013.

Prather Claghorn, C’03, and her 
husband, Jake, welcomed a son, 
John “Jack” Winthrop Claghorn 
V, on Dec. 9, 2013.
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2003
Prather Claghorn and her 
husband, Jake, welcomed a 
son, John “Jack” Winthrop 
Claghorn V, on Dec. 9, 2013. 
Greg Garland married Katie 
Konetski on Sept. 13, 2013, in 
Crozet, Va. The couple lives in 
Charlottesville, Va.

2004
Jill Sethness Altom and her 
husband, Clayton, welcomed 
a son, Peter Grant Altom, Aug. 
19, 2013. Joseph R. Hugg 
has been named partner in 
the firm of Breazeale, Sachse 
& Wilson in the New Orleans 
office, practicing in the labor 
and employment section. His 
practice focuses primarily 
on managing the defense of 
employment discrimination 
and wage-and-hour lawsuits 
and administrative charges on 
behalf of local and national 
corporations. He also serves 
on the Board of Trustees for 
the Algiers Charter Schools 
Association as well as the 
Board of Directors of Beacon 
of Hope Resource Center, a 
nonprofit organization devoted 
to fostering neighborhood 
redevelopment in New Orleans 
and other areas affected by 
natural disasters.

2005
Kevin Alonso married Meredith 
James on Oct. 19, 2013, at 
Belle Meade Plantation in 
Nashville, Tenn. Kevin is a 
healthcare attorney at Brad-
ley Arant Boult Cummings 
in Nashville. Meredith is an 
early-childhood special educa-
tion teacher at Walnut Grove 
Elementary School in Franklin, 
Tenn. Kevin and Meredith live 
in Nashville. Nicole Manley 
Erwin married William Clarke 
Erwin on Sept. 21, 2013, in 
Memphis, Tenn.

Greg Garland, C’03, married Katie Konetski on Sept. 13, 2013, in Crozet, Va. Sewanee alumni in atten-
dance included Scott Garland, C’01; Beth Hackethorn Garland, C’01; and Jonathan Engram, C’78.

Nicole Manley Erwin, C’05, married William Clarke Erwin on Sept. 21, 2013, in Memphis, Tenn. Pictured: 
Anne Wise, C’06; Katherine Kane, C’06; Melissa Glaser Shahbaz, C’06; Lauren Lively, C’06; Sally 
Lewis, C’06; Leslie Parnell O’Rourke, C’06; Kelsey Manley, C’10; Anne Foushee Skinner, C’07; Tori 
Sharpe, C’07; and Malia Chang Martin, C’05.
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2006
Hallie Blunck, who ran cross-
country and track and was 
a diver during her time at 
Sewanee, is in her second sea-
son racing professionally. She 
graduated from medical school 
at the University of Alabama, 
Birmingham, in 2013, and 
has delayed residency train-
ing to pursue her career as a 
professional triathlete. She 
recently kicked off her season 
with a third place finish at the 
Ironman 70.3 New Orleans. 
Osborne Crosby and Kristen 
Williams were married in Ponte 
Vedra Beach, Fla., on Oct. 26, 
2013. The couple is living and 
working in Washington, D.C., 
where Osborne serves as 
trade policy advisor and coun-
sel with the American Petro-
leum Institute. Guinevere Barr 
Dorado and her husband, Ron, 
welcomed a daughter, Miriam 
Yvonne Dorado, on Aug. 10, 
2013. Miriam was baptized at 
Holy Cross Church Episcopal, 
in Billings, Mont., by the Rev. 
Linda McCloud, T’05. Guine-
vere works for the Federal Avia-
tion Administration in Billings. 
Hunter and Beth Groves’ fam-
ily doubled in size when they 
welcomed twin boys, Marshall 
and Charlie Groves, on Sept. 
27, 2013. The Groves family 
lives in Nashville, Tenn., where 
Hunter works in healthcare 
information technology and 
Beth works for a philanthropic 
foundation. Brian Sparkman 
married Darlene Guse in Gua-
nacaste Province, Costa Rica, 
on March 23, 2014.

2007
Tayloe Cook and his father, 
Ty Cook, C’74, have opened 
Wooden Skiff Brewing, a small 
brewery on Hilton Head, S.C. 
They currently have two beers 
with a third IPA beer expected 
this summer. Josh Curtis and 
Sinclair McCary Curtis, C’08, 
welcomed their first son, Ben-
jamin Bradford “Ford” Curtis, 

Guinevere Barr Dorado, C’06, 
and her husband, Ron, wel-
comed a daughter, Miriam 
Yvonne Dorado, on Aug. 10, 
2013.

Hunter and Beth Groves, both 
C’06, welcomed twin boys, 
Marshall and Charlie Groves, on 
Sept. 27, 2013.

Brian Sparkman, C’06, married Darlene Guse in Guanacaste Province, Costa Rica, on March 23, 2014.

Kevin Alonso, C’05, married Meredith James on Oct. 19, 2013, at 
Belle Meade Plantation in Nashville, Tenn.



SUMMER 2014 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 39

on Oct. 19, 2013. Joshua 
Doss and Kaylie Doss, C’09, 
welcomed a baby girl, Han-
nah Grace, on Nov. 3, 2013, 
in Huntsville, Ala. Eleanor 
Stanley Fairey married William 
Fairey on May 18, 2013. Jean 
Anne Babin Kim spent a year 
at Stanford University, courtesy 
of a U.S. Navy Politico-Military 
Fellowship, and graduated with 
an M.A. in Asian Studies. She 
is still in the Navy and is cur-
rently stationed at the Depart-
ment of State in Washington, 
D.C. Matt White has joined 
RGS Title, a residential real 
estate settlement company, in 
Alexandria, Va., as managing 
attorney and branch counsel. 

2008
Sinclair McCary Curtis, and 
Josh Curtis, C’07, welcomed 
their first son, Benjamin Brad-
ford “Ford” Curtis, on Oct. 19, 
2013. Justyna Kelley recently 
obtained her artist visa and is 
currently living and working as 
a singer and actress in Paris, 
France. She recently worked on 
a film with another Sewanee 
alum, Shane Woodward, C’00. 
It is a 20th Century Fox film 
called Devil’s Due that was 
released in January.

2009
Erin Brush married Sam Corey 
last June. Kaylie Doss and 
Joshua Doss, C’07, welcomed 
a baby girl, Hannah Grace, on 
Nov. 3, 2013, in Huntsville, 
Ala. Katie Gojkovich is the di-
rector of development at Christ 
Church, an Episcopal church 
in Bronxville, N.Y. The church 
recently welcomed Gene Rob-
inson, C’69, retired bishop of 
New Hampshire, to preach and 
celebrate with its congregation 
and held a brunch in his honor 
hosted by the church’s LGBT 
& Friends Fellowship Group. 
Matthew Meeks and Elizabeth 
“Bess” Young, C’10, were mar-
ried on Oct. 12, 2013, in New 
Orleans, La. The ceremony was 

Osborne Crosby, C’06, and Kristen Williams were married in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., on Oct. 26, 2013. 
Sewanee alumni in attendance included Osborne Crosby; Kiel Garella, C’06; Christie Peeler Garella, 
C’05; Garrick Anderson, C’06; John Shepard, C’06; Edward Inge, C’06; William Geise, C’07; Ned 
Booker, C’05; Matthew Martelli, C’05; Christopher Parker, C’03; Matthew Delisle, C’03; Kate Hall, 
C’08; and Grove Parsons Fisher, C’97. 

Eleanor Stanley Fairey, C’07, married William Fairey on May 18, 2013. Front row (left to right): Clay 
Morrell, C’07; Margaret von Werssowetz, C’10; Lauren Willett, C’07; Eleanor Stanley Fairey; William 
Fairey; Jane Clifford, C’07; Sally Mebane Murray, C’07; Molly Willett Nielsen, C’07; Sarah Mills Nee, 
C’07; and Courtenay McDowell, C’06. Second row (left to right): Sally Breeden, C’10; and Odon von 
Werssowetz, C’08. Third row (left to right): John Fairey, C’02; Haigh Porter, C’56; Chip Stanley, C’71; 
Angus Macaulay, C’86; Gray Murray, C’07; Pat Morrell, C’07; Thomas Nielsen, C’08; and Benton 
Williamson, C’76. Not pictured but in attendance: Rocky Menge, C’76; Penn Rogers, C’72; Townsend 
Zeigler, C’06; Joe Farrar, C’69, and Tucker Jackson, C’70.

ReunionYear
November 7–9
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held at Trinity Episcopal Church 
and the reception was at the 
New Orleans Country Club.

2010
Elizabeth “Bess” Young 
and Matthew Meeks, C’09, 
were married on October 12, 
2013 in New Orleans, La. 
The ceremony was held at 

Erin Brush, C’09, married Sam Corey in June 2013. Erin’s father, 
Beeler Brush, C’68, is in the lefthand corner of the photo.

Left to right: James Sutton, C’67, retired Bishop of New Hampshire 
Gene Robinson, C’69, and Katie Gojkovich, C’09, at Christ Church 
in Bronxville, N.Y.

Elizabeth “Bess” Young, C’10, and Matthew Meeks, C’09, were 
married on Oct. 12, 2013, in New Orleans, La. Sewanee alumni 
in attendance included Will Hatcher, C’09; Ben Miller, C’09; Joey 
Steuer, C’09; Callie Combs, C’09; Katie Gojkovich, C’09; Kiki 
Burton, C’09; Sarah Barrineau, C’09; Grace Schildknecht, C’08; 
Kelly Imboden, C’09; Elizabeth Etherton, C’08; Evan Judge, C’09; 
Michael Spoor, C’08; Melissa Lyman, C’10; Meredith McManus, 
C’10; Lizzie Corey, C’10; Cassie Dixon, C’10; Libba Coker, C’10; 
Jeff Lepley, C’10; Philip Powell, C’10; Amory Walker, C’10; Alex 
White, C’11; Amy Nusbaum, C’12; Carrie Bories, C’12; and Julia 
Patton, C’12.

Sarah Baker, C’11, met Vice President Joe Biden and his wife, Jill.

Trinity Episcopal Church and 
the reception was at the New 
Orleans Country Club.

2011
Sarah Baker met Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden and his wife, 
Jill.

2012
Courtland Day and Pamela 
Guerra, C’13, were married 
on Aug. 10, 2013. They live in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Courtland works 
as a research assistant at the 
Museum of Natural History 
while Pamela works as the 
retail marketing manager for 
Winter Water Factory, a screen-
printing and design studio.

2013
Pamela Guerra and  Court-
land Day, C’12, were married 
on Aug. 10, 2013. Pamela 
works as the retail market-
ing manager for Winter Water 
Factory, a screenprinting and 
design studio, while Court-
land works as a research 
assistant at the Museum of 
Natural History.

Joshua Doss, C’07, and Kaylie 
Doss, C’09, welcomed a baby 
girl, Hannah Grace, on Nov. 3, 
2013, in Huntsville, Ala.

Josh Curtis, C’07, and Sinclair 
McCary Curtis, C’08, welcomed 
their first son, Benjamin Brad-
ford “Ford” Curtis, on Oct. 19, 
2013.
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 In Memoriam

Obituaries are published for alumni of 
the College of Arts and Sciences and 
select friends of the University. 
Sewanee magazine’s policy is to 
publish the names of surviving spouses. 
Due to space limitations, other survi-
vors may not be listed.

R. Harold Grizzard, C’38, of 
Lakeland, Fla., died on Feb. 23, 
2014. He was drafted into the 
U.S. Army, joining the Army Air 
Corps in 1941 and was later 
honorably discharged. He owned 
Sunshine Oil Company for 27 

Pamela Guerra, C’13, and Courtland Day, C’12, were married on Aug. 10, 2013. This photo shows all Sewanee alumni and students in 
attendance, including these members of the wedding party: Sarah Cumming, C’13; Jaime de la Fuente, C’12; Andi Grochowski, C’13; Ruth 
Isabel Guerra, C’16. Emma Mitchell, C’13; Will Overton, C’12; Joanna Parkman, C’14; John Richards, C’12; Peter Schildknecht, C’12; 
Alex Soare, C’13; Ashton Stahl, C’13; and Robert Threlkeld, C’13.

years. He then went to work for 
his brother at Grizzard Realty 
and later founded his own real 
estate business, H&M Realty. 
He was an active member of 
First United Methodist Church. 
He was also active in both local 
and state politics and served 
as a state Democratic Party 
Committeeman. He served the 
city of Lakeland for over 20 
years as a city commissioner, 
member and chairman of the 
Housing Authority, and ultimately 
as mayor of Lakeland. The city 
of Lakeland proclaimed June 
17, 2013, Harold Grizzard Day, 
celebrating his accomplish-

ments. He is survived by two 
children, three grandchildren, 
four great-grandchildren, and 11 
great-great-grandchildren.

Frank J. “Cappy” Ball, C’41, 
of Charleston, S.C., died on 
Aug. 17, 2013. At Sewanee, 
he played football, served as 
president of Alpha Tau Omega, 
led the Order of Gownsmen, and 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa. He 
received his Ph.D. in chemistry 
at the University of Roches-
ter in 1941. He was director 
of research for Westvaco in 
Charleston and associate 
corporate research director 

until 1984. For seven years he 
was the president of ESPRA, 
an international pulp and paper 
research organization. As direc-
tor of Charleston Research, he 
made significant contributions 
in the recovery and utilization 
of by-product chemicals. These 
efforts resulted in the awarding 
of 49 U.S. and foreign patents. 
He was a member of St. Philip’s 
Church, Charleston. He is 
survived by four sons and 13 
grandchildren.

The Rev. Tom Turney Edwards, 
C’42, of Wilmington, N.C., died 
on Nov. 30, 2013. After graduat-
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Southern Methodist University 
to complete his undergraduate 
degree. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Phi Delta Theta. He 
earned his law degree at SMU 
Law School. He enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps during World War 
II and flew bombing missions 
in Gen. Patton’s North African 
campaign. In Italy, he was hit 
by antiaircraft flak and was 
forced to land on Anzio Beach. 
In France, he was wounded 
in heavy combat and crash 
landed again. He was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
four air medals and two Purple 
Hearts. He practiced corporate 
and civil law and became a 
senior partner in the firm of 
Golden, Potts, Boeckman, and 
Wilson. He was general counsel 
for United Artists Theaters and 
argued at various times before 
the Supreme Courts of both 
Texas and the United States. 
He was a member of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, where he also 
served as chancellor for the 
diocese. He is survived by his 
wife, Cappie, two children, four 
grandchildren, and one great-
grandson.

Fred M. Jackson III, C’44, of 
Homewood, Ala., died on Feb. 
5, 2011. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. He served during World 
War II in the South Pacific and 
was retired from McKee Foods 
Corporation after 20 years of 
service. He served as a deacon 
at Ridgeview Baptist Church. 
His daughter, Carole Rochelle 
Arnold, C’76, preceded him in 
death. He is survived by a son, 
five grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren.

Frank S. Normann Jr., C’45, of 
New Orleans, La., died on Jan. 
5, 2014. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Phi Delta Theta. He 
attended Sewanee and Tulane 
University before entering the 
School of Medicine at Louisiana 
State University, from which 
he graduated in 1948. A Naval 
Reserve officer, he was loaned 

to the Army during the Korean 
War and served as a surgeon 
in the first Mobile Army Surgical 
Hospital unit to be organized in 
the United States and shipped 
to Korea in time for both enemy 
offensives of 1951. He suc-
cessfully pioneered middle ear 
surgery for the restoration of 
hearing and performed the first 
surgery of this kind in Louisiana. 
He is survived by his wife, Lucy, 
three children, and two grand-
children.

Raymond Jackson Alexander 
Jr., C’49, of Palm Beach, Fla., 
died on Feb. 28, 2014. At 
Sewanee, he was a member 
of Kappa Alpha Order. Fol-
lowing his service in the Air 
Force as a fighter pilot, he 
returned to Atlanta, where he 
joined the family-owned firm of 
Alexander-Seewald Co., which 
was established in 1890 by his 
grandfather. In 1967, he be-
came president of the company. 
During his tenure as president, 
he served on the boards of 
several other corporations and 
trade associations, including the 
Automotive Warehouse Distribu-
tors Association (AWDA). He 
was a member of the Society 
of Automotive Engineers, and 
in 1984 was named AWDA 
Automotive Man of the Year. 
In 1986, he was inducted into 
the Automotive Hall of Fame. 
He was an early proponent of 
the development of alternative 
motor fuels and represented 
the automotive industry before 
Congress to ensure its adoption 
of a national energy policy. He 
is survived by his wife, Beulah, 
two sons, including David Lee 
Alexander, C’79, and four 
grandchildren.

Joseph “Skoot” Dimon III, C’49, 
of Atlanta, Ga., died on March 
24, 2014. He graduated Phi 
Beta Kappa from the University 
of the South in three years. At 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. At age 19, 
he attended Columbia College 
of Physicians and Surgeons in 

New York, graduating in 1953. 
He served in the U.S. Army 
at Fitzsimmon’s Army Medical 
Center in Aurora, Colo., and later 
in Germany for two more years. 
He completed his orthopedic 
residency through the Harvard 
Program at Children’s Medical 
Center and at Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston, 
where he was chief resident 
in his final year. Returning to 
his native Georgia in 1960, he 
joined two other doctors to form 
the Peachtree Orthopedic Clinic, 
where he continued to practice 
for 40 years. From 1969 to 
1975, he also worked as team 
physician to the Atlanta Hawks 
and more recently served as 
chief of orthopedic surgery at 
Piedmont Hospital. He served 
as state chairman of the Geor-
gia Orthopedic Research and 
Education Foundation, clinical 
professor of orthopedics at 
Emory University School of Med-
icine, professor and chairman 
of the Division of Orthopedic 
Surgery at the Medical College 
of Georgia, and chairman of the 
Education Committee at Pied-
mont Hospital. He also served 
as president of the Georgia 
Orthopedic Society, the Atlanta 
Orthopedic Society, the Associa-
tion of Bone and Joint Surgeons, 
and the Society for Arthritic Joint 
Surgery. He went on rotation 
with his Peachtree Orthopedic 
Clinic partners to work in Haiti 
for 35 years, and was also a 
major force in the professional 
training and development of or-
thopedic nurses. He is survived 
by his wife, Annie, five children, 
and five grandchildren.

James Rutland Moore, C’49, 
of Memphis, Tenn., died on 
March 21, 2014. He went to 
Sewanee for one semester 
before serving in the Pacific on 
board the U.S.S. Palawan. He 
returned to Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, and played football for 
three seasons before transfer-
ring to Vanderbilt University, 
graduating in 1950. He began 

ing from Sewanee, he served 
as a lieutenant in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. Upon 
discharge from the Navy, he 
prepared for the ministry at the 
Episcopal Theological Seminary 
in Cambridge, Mass. He simulta-
neously pursued studies in 
French history at Harvard Univer-
sity. In 1948, he was ordained, 
and after ministering to several 
small North Carolina parishes, 
he served as canon at the Amer-
ican Cathedral in Paris from 
1950 to 1951. He received his 
Ph.D. from Harvard in 1961 
and master’s of sacred theology 
from ETS that same year. During 
an uninterrupted career in the 
ministry, he served five years as 
rector at St. Philip’s Church in 
Durham, N.C., 19 years at St. 
Paul’s Church in Philadelphia, 
Pa., and 11 years at Church of 
the Ascension in Clearwater, Fla. 
In addition to his fulltime parish 
work, he served for 53 years as 
summer chaplain at St. Chris-
topher’s by the Sea in Winter 
Harbor, Maine. In 1988, he and 
his wife, Rosemary, returned 
to the American Cathedral for 
two more years before retiring 
to Wilmington. He is survived 
by his wife, Rosemary, four chil-
dren, eight grandchildren, and 
two great-grandchildren.

James C. McCrea, C’42, of East 
Hampton, N.Y., died on Nov. 
6, 2013. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Delta Tau Delta. 
During World War II, he served in 
the Merchant Marine. He was a 
typographer and book designer 
who worked with all the major 
New York publishing houses. He 
collaborated with his wife, Ruth, 
on four children’s books she 
wrote and illustrated and went 
on to teach typography at the 
Cooper Union in New York for 10 
years. He is survived by his wife, 
Ruth, two daughters, and three 
granddaughters.

George Garrison Potts, C’42, 
of Dallas, Texas, died on Feb. 
1, 2014. He attended Se-
wanee and then transferred to 
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his career in finance at the 
Third National Bank, was an 
officer at Southeastern Capital, 
and a loan officer for the Small 
Business Administration for 20 
years, serving in Washington, 
D.C., and Nashville. Upon retire-
ment, he devoted his energy to 
his family and Mooreland, his 
family-owned farm in Haywood 
County. He oversaw the continu-
ation of raising cotton and also 
planted and grafted pecan 
trees. He was credited by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
as having introduced pecans as 
a commercial crop in Tennes-
see. He was named Farmer 
of the Year in Specialty Crops 
and served as a director of the 
Southeastern Pecan Growers 
Association. He is survived by 
his wife, Edith, three children, 
and nine grandchildren.

The Rev. George Dibrell Young 
Jr., C’49, of Chattanooga, Tenn., 
died on March 28, 2014. He 
attended the University of the 
South until he joined the U.S. 
Army, serving in Europe during 
World War II. Afterward, he re-
turned to Sewanee and finished 
his undergraduate studies. At 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega. Upon gradu-
ation, he attended the General 
Seminary of New York, attaining 
a master of divinity degree. He 
was ordained a priest in the 
Episcopal Church in 1952. He 
served at St. Mary’s in Madison, 
Fla., and St. James in Perry, 
Fla., from 1952 to 1955. He 
served as rector of the Church 
of Our Saviour in Jacksonville, 
Fla., from 1955 to 1972. In 
1972, he became the assistant 
chaplain and a teacher at Jack-
sonville Episcopal High School. 
After many years of teaching, 
he retired, serving as associate 
rector of All Saints Episcopal 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., until 
2013. He is survived his four 
children, 10 grandchildren, and 
seven great-grandchildren.

The Rev. David A. Fort, C’50, 
T’61, of Spartanburg, S.C., died 

on July 28, 2013. He attended 
Sewanee and then Wofford 
College, and later earned his 
master of divinity degree from 
The School of Theology. Dur-
ing World War II, he honorably 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps 
in the Pacific. He then served as 
an Episcopal priest in Missis-
sippi and South Carolina. He is 
survived by his wife, Peggy, his 
daughter, Margaret Fort Bridg-
forth, C’79, his sons, Daniel 
Fort, C’80, and William Fort, 
C’85, and five grandchildren, 
including Fort Bridgforth, C’06. 
(Sewanee magazine regrets that 
a version of this notice published 
in the Winter 2014 issue of 
Sewanee did not include two of 
the Rev. Fort’s Sewanee-alumni 
survivors.)

George S. Henry, C’50, of Jack-
sonville, Fla., died on Feb. 11, 
2014. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega.

Charles W. Hunt, C’50, of 
Nashville, Tenn., died on Feb. 
9, 2014. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Phi Delta Theta. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force as a 
navigator and a pilot. He then re-
turned to Nashville to take over 
the operation of Hunt Memori-
als, where he was a pioneer in 
the monument industry. He was 
the first certified memorialist in 
Tennessee and was responsible 
for the current legislation in 
Tennessee regulating cemetery 
practices. He was a member of 
the American Institute of Com-
memorative Arts and past presi-
dent of the Monument Builders 
of North America. He was a 
faithful member of Dalewood 
United Methodist Church. He is 
survived by his wife, Mary, three 
children, including Charles W. 
Hunt Jr., C’82, and two grand-
children. 

Ivo B. McAlister Jr., C’50, of 
Nashville, Tenn., died on Feb. 
10, 2014. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. He served in the U.S. 
Army Air Corps, where he was a 

physical education instructor. He 
was a retired real estate broker 
and farmer and an avid fan of 
all sports. In his younger days, 
he was a reporter for the sports 
department of The Tennessean.

William S. Bradham, C’51, of 
Columbia, S.C., died on Aug. 4, 
2013. He graduated from Se-
wanee, where he was a member 
of Sigma Nu, before serving 
in the U.S. Navy in Korea from 
1951 to 1955 as a lieutenant 
junior grade. He graduated from 
the Medical University of South 
Carolina in 1959. Afterward, he 
completed an internal medi-
cine residency at St. Louis City 
Hospital and at MUSC, followed 
by private practice in Columbia, 
S.C., for 30 years. After retiring 
from private practice, he served 
as a physician at the Richland 
County Department of Correc-
tions from 1992 to 1997. He is 
survived by three children and 
seven grandchildren.

Rhonnie Andrew “Andy” Dun-
can, C’52, of Bradenton, Fla., 
and Blue Hill, Maine, died on 
March 22, 2014. At Sewanee, 
he was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa, Omicron Delta Kappa, 
and Blue Key Who’s Who, 
and was a member of Kappa 
Alpha Order. He received his 
law degree from the University 
of Florida in 1955, where he 
was elected to Phi Delta Phi 
and served as the business 
manager of the Florida Law 
Review. He attended Sewanee’s 
School of Letters from 2007 to 
2011, earning a master of arts 
degree in English and American 
literature. He practiced law in 
Tampa and Ruskin, Fla., for 30 
years. He was a devout member 
of the Episcopal Church, singing 
in many choirs, and serving as 
a lay reader, a member of the 
vestry, a lay eucharistic minister, 
and a member of the Verger’s 
Guild. He served on Sewanee’s 
Board of Trustees for 34 years 
and was a member of the Board 
of Regents for six years. In 
2014, he was named trustee 

emeritus. He was a member of 
the Alumni Council, as well as 
maintaining his strong connec-
tion with his fraternity, Kappa 
Alpha Order. In 2006, he was 
awarded the Distinguished 
Alumni Service Award. He was 
an Eagle Scout, and an assis-
tant scoutmaster. He is survived 
by his daughter, Beth Duncan, 
C’82, of Elkin, N.C., one son, 
and two grandsons.

Charles E. Bradshaw, C’53, 
of Orlando, Fla., died on Dec. 
21, 2013. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega. He was the owner of 
citrus grower Hi-Acres LLC, a 
family business that he helped 
grow into one of the largest 
citrus operations in Florida. At 
its peak, Hi-Acres owned more 
than 10,000 acres of groves. 
In 1981, he bought the historic 
Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad in Colorado, 
after taking the 47-mile train 
ride through mountains and the 
San Juan National Forest. He 
restored the Durango-Silverton 
line, complete with a steam lo-
comotive that was put back into 
service after 20 years in retire-
ment. The antique railway, now 
131 years old, has been named 
the top North American train trip 
by National Geographic Traveler. 
He acquired a boat-building 
plant that turned out fiberglass 
boats designed to look as if 
they were made of mahogany. 
And he accumulated close to 50 
antique cars. His collection was 
once the subject of an American 
Pickers television episode. He 
led an effort to convert Orlando 
Junior College into the Lake 
Highland Preparatory School, 
which today has an enrollment 
of nearly 2,000 students from 
kindergarten through grade 12. 
The downtown Orlando campus 
was formally named the Charles 
E. Bradshaw Jr. Campus in 
2011.

Don P. Murphy Jr., C’54, of Little 
Rock, Ark., died on March 11, 
2014. After attending Sewanee, 
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degree from Tulane University in 
1960, he joined his father in the 
family insurance and mortgage 
banking business. He was 
elected mayor of Monroe, N.C., 
in 1972 and improved infra-
structure during his time. He 
also updated the police and fire 
communication systems, sig-
nificantly improving emergency 
services. He served as chair of 
the Democratic Party of New Ha-
nover County, N.C., and on the 
management team for Harvey 
Gantt’s campaign for U.S. Sen-
ate in 1990. He also worked for 
the successful re-election cam-
paign of North Carolina Gov. Jim 
Hunt in 1996. He is survived by 
his wife, Francie, four children, 
and two grandchildren.

Robert W. Creveling Sr., C’58, 
of Birmingham, Ala., died on 
Jan. 9, 2014. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Phi Delta 
Theta. He started law school at 
Duke University, left to serve in 
the Army Intelligence Corps, and 
later received his law degree 
from Emory Law School. He 
started a career at the First 
National Bank of Birmingham as 
a trust officer and subsequently 
spent a long career in the insur-
ance industry before joining 
the American Cancer Society 
as a planned giving officer. He 
then became the director of 
probate and trust management 
for the American Cancer Society 
national office in Atlanta, Ga. 
He moved to Oklahoma City, 
working as the associate chief 
counsel for the American Cancer 
Society. While there, he served 
as president of the board of Ur-
ban Impact, a nonprofit devoted 
to assisting in the education of 
disadvantaged youth. In 2009, 
he was named Pro-bono Media-
tor of the Year by the Alabama 
State Bar. He enjoyed serving in 
many professional roles includ-
ing as an adjunct professor 
for the Birmingham School of 
Law, as the secretary for the 
Alternative Dispute Resolution 
section of the Birmingham Bar 
Association, as the treasurer 

of the Alabama State Bar ADR 
section, and as the mediation 
coordinator for Judge John 
Amari. He was a dedicated 
member of the Mountain Brook 
Club for 50 years and devoted 
his time to St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church. He is survived by his 
wife, Sarah, two sons, and four 
grandchildren.

Dean Ellithorpe, C’58, of New 
Orleans, La., died on Feb. 19, 
2014. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Phi Delta Theta. He 
received his M.D. from Tulane 
University School of Medicine. 
It was during his pediatric clerk-
ship in medical school that he 
was introduced to the topic of 
cystic fibrosis by Dr. Will War-
ing. During the mid-1960s, he 
served as an internal medicine 
physician with the U.S. Air Force. 
He was on the medical staff at 
the Tulane University Hospital 
and Clinic since it opened in 
1976. In 1993, the Pulmonary 
Diseases Section established 
the Adult Cystic Fibrosis Pro-
gram and Dr. Ellithorpe became 
its first director. He resumed 
that position after Hurricane 
Katrina and was most recently 
its associate director. He was a 
fellow of the American College 
of Physicians and the American 
College of Chest Physicians, and 
was a member of the American 
Thoracic Society. In 2012, he 
celebrated 50 years of service 
at Tulane.

David E. Campbell, C’63, of 
Crossville, Tenn., died on July 
29, 2013. At Sewanee, he 
majored in chemistry and was 
a member of Phi Gamma Delta. 
In 1967, he graduated from the 
University of Tennessee Col-
lege of Medicine in Memphis, 
Tenn. From September 1972 to 
August 1974, he served as a 
major in the U.S. Army Medical 
Corps as a surgeon in Seoul, 
Korea, and Fort McPherson 
Army Hospital in Atlanta, Ga. 
He joined the medical staff at 
Cumberland Medical Center in 
Crossville in August 1974 and 

practiced there until May 2004 
in general surgery and family 
medicine. At Cumberland Medi-
cal Center, he served as chief 
of surgery and chairman of the 
emergency room committee, 
and he remained a consultant 
there after retiring. He was also 
a clinical instructor for the De-
partment of Surgery, University 
of Tennessee, Erlanger Medical 
Center in Chattanooga, Tenn. 
He is survived by his wife, Dotti, 
and two children.

Caldwell L. “Hank” Haynes, 
C’63, of Jacksonville, Fla., died 
on Jan. 14, 2014. At Sewanee, 
he was a multisport athlete and 
a member of Phi Delta Theta. 
In 2010, he was inducted into 
the University’s Athletics Hall 
of Fame for wrestling, baseball, 
and football. Upon graduating 
from Sewanee, he served in the 
U.S. Navy. He attended Officer 
Candidate School and was 
commissioned as an ensign in 
1964. He served three years 
on a destroyer, deploying to the 
Western Pacific during the Viet-
nam War. He retired from active 
duty as a lieutenant commander 
in 1967. After his military 
service, he went into the family 
insurance business. He was 
president of Haynes, Peters, 
and Bond Company, the oldest 
insurance agency in Florida. For 
45 years, he dedicated himself 
to the Jacksonville community. 
He was past chairman of the 
Ronald McDonald House, and 
past president of the Meninak 
Club of Jacksonville. In 1993, 
he was chairman of the Players 
Championship golf tournament. 
He served as the senior warden 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
and on numerous occasions as 
a member of the vestry. He was 
a devoted longtime member of 
the Sewanee Club of Jackson-
ville. He is survived by his wife, 
Billie, two daughters, and five 
grandchildren.

John T. Clark III, C’65, of 
Centreville, Md., died on Feb. 2, 
2014. He graduated cum laude 

where he was a member of 
Kappa Sigma, he graduated 
from the University of Arkansas 
with a degree in journalism. He 
served two years in the U.S. 
Army stationed in Paris, France. 
He was editor of publications 
for the Arkansas Education 
Association for 29 years. Active 
in civic and business organiza-
tions, he was a former president 
of the Forest Heights Lions 
Club, the Arkansas Chapter 
of International Association of 
Business Communicators, and 
the Little Rock alumni chapter 
of Kappa Sigma. He is a former 
vestryman at Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral, where he taught 
Sunday school two years, and 
performed a variety of volunteer 
services for the church. He is 
survived by his wife, Beverley, 
three daughters, and four grand-
children.

Thomas Manly Whitener, C’54, 
died on Sept. 16, 2013. At 
Sewanee, he was a member 
of Beta Theta Pi. His business 
career started with opening his 
own firm, then merging with Mc-
Carley and Co. of Asheville, N.C., 
then merging with Interstate Se-
curities, Charlotte, N.C., which 
became Interstate/Johnson 
Lane, then Wachovia. He was 
inducted into the Brokers Hall 
of Fame in the 1990s. He had 
a love of his hometown, Hickory, 
N.C., and gave his time and 
energy to make it a better place. 
He served on many religious, 
civic, and business boards 
throughout his life, including the 
University of the South’s Board 
of Trustees. He served on the 
Kanuga Endowment Board of 
Directors for six years and was 
its chairman three times. He is 
survived by his wife, Ann, one 
daughter, five grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild.

Ralph Talbot Troy, C’57, of Hen-
dersonville, N.C., died on Jan. 
26, 2014. He graduated summa 
cum laude from Sewanee, where 
he was a member of Kappa 
Sigma. After earning his law 



ing director of private wealth 
management at First Republic 
Bank. She is survived by Elain 
Ziemba, her beloved companion 
of 31 years.

David Marshall King, C’89, of 
Boston, Mass., died on April 10, 
2014. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Kappa Alpha Order. 
In 1994, he received his mas-
ter’s degree in journalism from 
Syracuse University. In 1995, 
he moved to Washington, D.C., 
where he interned at Shandwick 
Public Affairs. The internship 
turned into a three-year stint in 
public relations, which led him 
toward his true passion — envi-
ronmental issues. In 1997, he 
joined the National Environmen-
tal Trust, where he built the case 
against corporate environmental 
front groups. After moving north 
in 2004, he spent several years 
renovating an early 1900s cot-
tage in Provincetown, Mass., 
where he rekindled his love of 
gardening. In 2007, he began 
working at Oxfam America in 
Boston. He managed the hu-
manitarian media and was pro-
moted to managing all media for 
the organization. He is survived 
by his husband, John.

 Faculty & Friends

Peggy C. Hankins of Win-
chester, Tenn., died on Aug. 
6, 2013. She worked at the 
University of the South for 34 
years. She served as atten-
dance secretary and sang in the 
choir at Winchester Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church for over 40 
years. She is survived by her 
husband, John, two daughters, 
five grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren, and one great-
great-granddaughter.

David W. Lumpkins of Mon-
teagle, Tenn., died on Jan. 28, 
2014. He taught Russian at 
Sewanee from 1968 until he re-
tired at the end of the 2004-05 
academic year. He is survived by 
his wife, Earnie.
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from Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Kappa Sigma, and 
received his law degree from the 
University of Maryland School 
of Law in 1969. He served as 
an assistant state’s attorney for 
Queen Anne’s County and as 
the state’s attorney from 1975 
to 1979. He became district 
court judge and served until 
his retirement in 2011. At the 
time of his retirement, he was 
the longest sitting district court 
judge in the state of Maryland. 
He also served in the Army Na-
tional Guard. He was an active 
member of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Centreville, where he 
served as acolyte director for 
25 years. He is survived by his 
wife, Sally, two sons, and three 
grandchildren.

John Richard Gaines, C’67, of 
Lakeland, Fla., died on Feb. 25, 
2014. He enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy in 1965 and was in the nu-
clear submarine service during 
the years of the Vietnam War 
and the Cold War. He achieved 
the rank of chief petty officer. He 
and his wife, Suzanne, worked 
together at George L. Gaines 
Jeweler, his family’s business. 
He served All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church in many capacities, 
including as lay eucharistic 
minister beginning in 1993, and 
as the church’s first verger. He 
is survived by his wife, Suzanne, 
and one son.

Herbert C. Gibson, C’67, of 
West Palm Beach, Fla., died 
Nov. 27, 2013. He graduated 
cum laude from the University 
of the South, where he was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega. 
He earned his law degree from 
the University of Florida and 
was a graduate of the judge 
advocate general school at 
the University of Virginia. He 
practiced law for 42 years in his 
family firm. He was a trustee 
of the University of the South, 
chair of the Board of the Palm 
Beach Blood Bank, chair of the 
West Palm Beach Planning and 
Zoning Board, president of the 

West Palm Beach Kiwanis Club, 
area chair of Ducks Unlimited, 
and a Little League baseball 
coach. He was a member of 
Bethesda-by-the-Sea Episco-
pal Church. He is survived by 
his wife, Sally, his son, Terry 
Gibson, C’96, one daughter, and 
three grandchildren.

Charles “Chuck” William Lokey 
III, C’67, of St. Francisville, La., 
died on Nov. 15, 2013. He at-
tended Sewanee, where he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon, and graduated from Auburn 
University. He served in the U.S. 
Air Force. He is survived by his 
wife, Lyn, and one daughter.

Richard B. Wilkens III, C’69, of 
Houston, Texas, died on March 
9, 2014. He graduated cum 
laude from Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Delta Tau Del-
ta, and earned his master’s de-
gree at the University of Texas. 
He served as a weather officer 
in the Texas Air National Guard 
until 1975. In 1977, he and his 
wife, Sandy, founded Wilkens 
Weather Technologies, Inc., a 
company serving clients in the 
energy and offshore industries. 
In 1978, he co-founded Air 
Routing International Corpora-
tion and went on to form the Air 
Routing Group in 1994. At St. 
Martin’s Episcopal Church, he 
served as an acolyte, usher, lay 
reader, chalice bearer, Sunday 
school teacher, men’s life leader, 
and member of the vestry. He 
was co-chair of the Anglican 
Fellowship of Prayer Interna-
tional Conference in 1986, 
chairman of the 143rd Council 
of the Diocese of Texas and co-
Chairman of the Special Council 
of the Diocese that same year. 
He was a 20-year volunteer for 
Sunshine Kids Foundation Teen 
Lake Escape on Lake Travis, 
an activity begun by his sister, 
Sunny, their family and friends, 
for teenage and young adult 
cancer patients. In 1996, he 
was appointed as honorary 
consul to Texas for the Republic 
of Slovenia, and in that capacity 

twice served as a member of 
the executive committee of the 
Consular Corps of Houston. He 
was twice elected to Sewanee’s 
Board of Trustees and most 
recently served as a member 
of the Board of Regents and its 
Investment Management Com-
mittee. He and his wife hosted 
countless Sewanee Club and 
Sewanee admissions events in 
Houston. He is survived by his 
wife, Sandra, a daughter, Derry 
Wilkens, C’97, a son, Richard 
B. Wilkens IV, C’02, and one 
grandchild.

Emily Sheller Williams, C’72, of 
Los Altos, Calif., died on Dec. 
18, 2013.

Peter Cayce Sherman, C’73, 
of Mobile, Ala., died on Aug. 9, 
2013. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega. 
Following graduation, he went 
to Mobile and started a 34-year 
career with the Merchants 
National (later Regions) Bank. 
He retired to pursue personal 
financial interests, subsequently 
serving on the board of directors 
of BankTrust Financial Group. 
He served as the president of 
both the Athelsan Club and of 
the Country Club of Mobile. He 
is survived by his wife, Jean, 
and two sons.

Susan L. Pilcher, C’78, of San 
Francisco, Calif., died on Dec. 
23, 2013. She attended the 
University of Georgia and gradu-
ated from the Medical College 
of Georgia with a bachelor of 
science degree in nursing. She 
also attended Sewanee and 
graduated from Washington and 
Lee University School of Law. 
She earned a master’s of busi-
ness administration in finance 
from Golden Gate University in 
San Francisco. She pursued a 
career in finance and wealth 
management with Arthur Ander-
sen, and then became director 
of wealth management at U.S. 
Trust. Later, she was employed 
by Morgan Stanley, and she 
ended her career as the manag-
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A F T E R W O R D

JENNIFER CROOK, 
C’96, was a Sewanee un-
dergrad when she found 
herself on a beach in Costa 

              Rica, watching a Pacific 
green sea turtle lay eggs by the light 
of the moon. “Once they start lay-
ing their nest, they get into a trance 
and you can get right up next 
to them,” Crook says. “So I was 
head-to-head with this giant turtle 
while she was laying her eggs and 
somebody I was with walked by and 
said ‘Hey, you’d make a really great 
midwife.’”

A winding path has carried 
Crook from that beach in Costa 
Rica to the statehouse in Mont-
gomery, Ala., but the unifying 
thread along the way has been a fas-
cination with the natural processes 
of birth and Crook’s belief that 
mothers should be able to choose 
how they’re going to bring their 
babies into the world. 

After graduating from Sewanee, Crook earned a mas-
ter’s degree in public health from the University of Alabama, 
where her interest in midwifery grew. She later interned with 
a midwife and earned her own certified professional midwife 
credentials with no intention of practicing in the state of Ala-
bama, where midwifery is illegal.

She moved out of state for a while, but circumstances 
brought her back to Birmingham in 2003, where she began 
working with expectant mothers. Because state law prevents 
midwives from attending births in Alabama, Crook traveled 
with her mothers-to-be across the state line into Tennessee, 
where she delivered their babies.

As a midwife in a state where she wasn’t allowed to do the 
one thing midwives are trained to do, Crook became inter-
ested in working to change the law. “The idea that nationally 
certified trained midwives, women who are trained to protect 
the health of the mother, women who are trained to protect 

the health of the baby, are in the 
same category as drug dealers and 
thieves in this state? It’s ludicrous,” 
she says.

Crook joined forces with the 
Alabama Birth Coalition, a grass-
roots organization that advocates 
for reforming Alabama’s birth laws. 
She started learning the ins and 
outs of the state legislature, and 
driving back and forth between 
her home in Birmingham and the 
capital in Montgomery, where she 
tirelessly lobbied for the cause.

Crook eventually transitioned 
from practicing midwifery to 
more-or-less fulltime midwifery 
advocacy. She found a sympathetic 
ear in the statehouse in Rep. Joe 
Hubbard, a member of the state 
House of Representatives who also 
happened to have attended Se-
wanee. (Hubbard transferred to 
and graduated from the University 
of Alabama.) Hubbard agreed to 

sponsor a bill that would decriminalize midwifery in Alabama 
last year. The bill didn’t pass, but a strong alliance was formed.

Now, Hubbard is running for state attorney general in this 
November’s election, and Crook has signed on as communica-
tions director for his campaign. Decriminalizing midwifery 
isn’t a major plank in Hubbard’s campaign platform, but “it 
is an important issue to him,” she says. “In a state that’s got 
an outrageous meth problem, where we have out-of-control 
violence issues in urban areas — with all this going on, why is 
Alabama wasting precious resources on fighting midwives?”

Crook graduated from Sewanee with a major in religion 
and says that her liberal-arts education has prepared her well 
for a life that seems to continually shift gears — from midwifery 
to lobbying to campaigning. Might Crook have her own future 
in politics?

“It’s hard to answer that question,” she says. “Six months 
ago, I had no idea I could be doing what I’m doing now.”

Jennifer Crook, C’96
An Alabama midwife’s fight to legalize midwifery in the state takes her from the 
birthing room to the statehouse.



On behalf of the University of the South’s students, 
faculty, and staff, many thanks to those alumni, par-

ents, and friends of Sewanee who included the Annual Fund 
among their philanthropic considerations over the past year.
 
Annual giving provides a secure and stable source of sup-
port for the University. In the coming months, we ask you to 
consider a monthly or annual automatic payment schedule. 
In doing so, you create a convenient and flexible system for 
managing your giving through installments and alleviate the 
need for Sewanee to send you appeals. Further, you provide 
the University with the valuable ability to forecast additional 
budgetary needs given your steady support.
 
Giving is easy:

O n l i n e :  give.sewanee.edu
P h O n e :  800.367.1179
M a i l :  735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 37383

THANK YOU!
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As Religion Professor Gerald 
Smith left All Saints’ Chapel af-
ter the May 11 Commencement 
ceremony, his granddaughter, 
Aubri, who was watching from 
the sidelines, leapt into his 
arms and joined the procession.


