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ON THE COVER: A young Haitian delivers a pack mule to Sewanee students and faculty 
before their two-and-a-half-hour trek to Bois Joli, where the team is working on a tree 
nursery. Photo by Stephen Garrett, C’01

Zanmi Kafe Conceived on the Cumberland Plateau and implemented 
on the Central Plateau of Haiti, a Sewanee-led project seeks to offset 
carbon emissions and change lives, one tree at a time. Text and photos 
by Stephen L. Garrett, C’01 PAGE 10

Taking Root The rebirth of the University Farm, the formation 
of a local food hub and demand for ingredients that are local and 
sustainable has sparked a movement on the Mountain. Text and photos 
by Jim Turrell PAGE 18

A Rite Sharp Little Fight A look back to the Skirmish on Sewanee 
Mountain — the only clash of regular troops to take place here during 
the Civil War — 150 years later. By Merritt R. Blakeslee, C’68 PAGE 24

Sara McIntosh, C’15, tends the pigs at the University Farm on Breakfield Road. For more on the farm 
and the evolving food scene at Sewanee, see p. 18.
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A Life Worth Striving For

A recent New Yorker cartoon depicted a young freshman passing through a university’s 
gates, waving back at his parents, who called out this warning: “Be afraid to try new 
things.”

Anyone who has been a parent knows exactly how those parents felt at that mo-
ment. They well knew that their child would soon have opportunities to try a great 
many “new things.” Their concerns had little to do with calculus, student organiza-
tions, travel, or friendships. Rather, in a protective, utterly parental way, they wor-
ried about other “new things,” in the area of what we call “student life.” We can be 
reluctant, as they undoubtedly were, to name those things. Yet only if we name them 
can we begin to voice our own concerns and then begin to address them: substances, 
sexual activity, and other, less clearly defined forms of risky behavior.

Madeline Levine, who has written extensively about the parent/child relation-
ship, noted in a recent essay, “So many parents have said to me, ‘I can’t stand to see 
my child unhappy.’” Well, she replies, “if you can’t stand to see your child unhappy, 
you are in the wrong business. The small challenges that start in infancy (the first 
whimper that doesn’t bring you running) present the opportunity for ‘success-
ful failures,’ that is, failures your child can live with and grow from. To rush in too 
quickly, to shield them, to deprive them of those challenges, is to deprive them of the 
tools they will need to handle the inevitable, difficult, challenging, and sometimes 
devastating demands of life.”

And thus a college, like a loving parent, must be, in Ms. Levine’s words, “warm, 
willing to set limits and unwilling to breach a child’s psychological boundaries by 
invoking shame or guilt. … [Our] job is to know [these young people] well enough to 
make a good call about whether they can manage a particular situation.”

Finally, the essayist concludes with a firm reminder: “One of the most impor-
tant things we can do for our children is to present them with a version of adult life 
that is appealing and worth striving for.” 

That is what lies at the heart of the matter. That is what we seek to exemplify at 
the University of the South. Our job is to know each of our students and know them 
well. We understand the seriousness of that duty. We mean to be “alma mater.”

All of which is also to say that, while we have certain rules and regulations here, 
the most effective of those come not from without, or from above, but from within.  
In a column written shortly before his visit to Sewanee to be our Commencement 
speaker last May, New York Times columnist David Brooks, citing Edmund Burke, 
reminded us that any sound version of adult life includes self-restraint. “Men are 
qualified for liberty,” Burke wrote, “in exact proportion to their disposition to put 
moral chains upon their own appetite. … Society cannot exist unless a controlling 
power upon will and appetite be placed somewhere, and the less of it there is within, 
the more there must be without. It is ordained in the eternal constitution of things 
that men of intemperate minds cannot be free. Their passions forge their fetters.”

As I consider these wise words, I find my only resolution lying somewhere be-
tween, on the one hand, making and enforcing rules and, on the other, acknowledg-
ing that in the end students must be personally responsible and accountable for how 
they choose to live their own lives and make their own choices and can learn only if 
we give them ample freedom to do both.

V I C E - C H A N C E L L O R ’ S  C O R N E R

Vice-Chancellor 
John M. McCardell Jr.
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SMITH HALL, Sewanee’s 
newest residence hall, is 
already changing student life 
at the University.

In a shift in residential life 
policy, the new building houses 
mainly first-year students, as does its 
next-door neighbor, newly renovated 
Cannon Hall. The two buildings 
are linked by a central outdoor conversation area, an outdoor 
classroom, a rain garden, and a woodland path to Abbo’s Alley.

Sewanee residence halls have long been shared by students 
from all classes, but Dean of Students Eric Hartman says re-
cent research among first-year students showed that some felt 
isolated from their classmates. Mixed-class housing is still the 
norm for returning students.

The Smith-Cannon residential complex is part of a broad 
University goal — drawing students closer to the core campus 
and the Quad. The University’s Master Plan calls for creating a 
new University Commons and the most likely location for that 
building is on the site of Thompson Union, across the street 
from Smith and Cannon halls.

Smith Hall Brings Freshmen Closer to Central Campus
A new dorm for first-year students is a first for Sewanee.

The name of the new residence 
hall commemorates Herbert Smith 
Sr., C’1903, and his wife, Lucy. 
Smith was a member of the famed 
1899 Sewanee football team that 
travelled 2,500 miles in six days to 
shut out five opponents. The team 
won all 12 games it played that season 
and allowed its opponents a grand 

total of 10 points.
Smith was a long-serving trustee, as was his son, Herbert 

Smith Jr., C’36.
Hartman says the new residence hall’s impact is already 

significant: a survey of incoming students and their parents 
shows increased satisfaction with residential life, and more 
students are using the Quad and Abbo’s Alley. The fire pits 
in the outdoor courtyard between Smith and Cannon are also 
proving popular.

Smith Hall marks a new plateau for the University’s push 
for sustainability, too. It’s the first residence hall built to 
LEED sustainability standards.

O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

Smith Hall (below) is connected to Cannon Hall by an outdoor conversa-
tion area (above).
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MORE THAN 100 FIRST-YEAR students chose 
to begin their Sewanee careers two weeks early 
in August to participate in a unique experi-
ence — the University’s inaugural experiment in 

place-based education.
For Classics Professor Chris McDonough, the new course 

provides part of the answer to a question that is being asked 
with increasing urgency by many students: Why go to a liberal 
arts college? 

The course — a combination of multidisciplinary discus-
sions, seminars, and explorations of the Domain and beyond 
— is designed to give students an appreciation of the educa-
tional importance of Sewanee’s setting and to help them find 
their own places as they start their academic careers.

McDonough was one of seven faculty members who cre-
ated the course, “Discovering a Sense of Place — Upon and 
Beyond the Domain.” Professors Virginia Craighill (English), 
Deb McGrath (Biology), Jim Peterman (Philosophy), Bran 
Potter (Geology), Gerald Smith (Religion), John Willis (His-
tory), and McDonough selected a common core of readings 
to shape the first two weeks of the course. During panels, the 
seven professors discussed the readings.

Students were placed into small groups for more intensive 
discussions and explorations of specific venues, from Natural 
Bridge to Tracy City to Lost Cove. The faculty also serve as 
academic advisors for the students in their sections. More than 

20 upperclass mentors served as faculty assistants.
With the official start of the academic year, the new course 

continued with weekly meetings, when individual professors 
and their students focused on the role of place in each of the 
seven fields of study. In October, the students and faculty con-
vened weekly for largely student-led conversations about the 
insights they had gained.

McDonough credits the program for helping him build 
rapport with his advisees. “I don’t think that I’ve ever had a 
better advising situation,” McDonough said. “I have a much 
better sense of who these kids are.” 

The new program seems to be meeting a major goal — bet-
ter preparing first-year students for the intellectual challenges 
of the liberal arts curriculum. As one student put it, “This 

course was really about encouraging curiosity.”
The program also seems to meet another objective, help-

ing incoming students acclimate quickly to the place they will 
be calling home for four years.

“I really loved it,” says freshman Ella Dermon, of Frank-
lin, Tenn. She was glad to have time to figure out the quirks 
of dorm life, how McClurg works, and the geography of the 
campus before upperclass students arrived on campus. “This is 
really a great introduction to what Sewanee is.”

Funding for the first two years of the program comes from 
a grant by the Arthur Vining Davis Foundations and a gift 
from a Sewanee parent.

Program Helps Students Find Their Place on the Mountain
The new course offers a multidisciplinary look at their new home.

Participants attended panel discussions in Convocation Hall (left) and made field excursions to places like Lost Cove (right).
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A S CONSTRUCTION HAS continued on the 
new Sewanee Inn in recent months, the future of 
hospitality on the Mountain has taken shape in 
a very visible way. The entire complex — includ-

ing 43 guestrooms on two levels as well as a restaurant and bar, 
visitor’s center, and banquet and conference facilities — is now 
under-roof, so recent visitors to Sewanee have been able to 
glimpse what that future will look like.

The inn is on schedule for a May 1 opening, just in time 
for 2014 Commencement guests, and proprietors expect a 
full house. When those first guests arrive, they can expect to 
walk into a grand lobby accented by heavy wood timbers, large 
fireplaces, and 30-foot ceilings. Off the lobby, a lounge will 
overlook the recently redesigned Course at Sewanee. “The inn 
will have a very elegant but also down-to-earth feeling,” says 
Director of Business Services Rich Berlin. “It will appeal to a 
broad range of visitors.”

The University has con-
tracted with Charlestowne Ho-
tels, a hospitality company with 
more than two dozen properties 
under management around the 
country, to operate the inn. The 
firm plans to open the inn’s bar 
nightly, with drinks accompanied 
by a menu of tapas offerings. In a 
nod to the old Sewanee Inn and 
its popular Sunday brunch, the 
new inn’s 50-seat restaurant will 
be open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Sundays. A complimentary 
continental breakfast, including 
pastries made in-house, will be 
available to guests daily.

The inn was designed to 
host events ranging from small 
meetings to large conferences 
with spaces including a ballroom 
that can accommodate 500 
people for a cocktail reception 
or 275 for a seated banquet. The 
ballroom can be divided into 

halves or even quarters for smaller groups. A reception area 
off the main ballroom is adjacent to the outdoor patio and 
is perfect for cocktail parties and large wedding receptions. 
Berlin expects the space to be well-used. “Even before we were 
taking reservations, we had inquiries about weddings for nearly 
every weekend this summer,” he says.

For alumni and friends of Sewanee interested in making 
a mark on the new inn, there are still opportunities to make 
a gift that will allow you to name one of the guest rooms in 
any way that you choose — to honor a beloved professor, to 
recognize your favorite social club, or to celebrate your family’s 

Sewanee legacy. (For informa-
tion on any of the remaining 
naming opportunities, please 
call 1.800.367.1179.)

One naming opportunity 
that has already been claimed is 
for the bar. A group of Sewanee 
friends that calls itself the R.L. 
White Dead Welders Society is 
naming the bar to honor one of 
their number, Bill Butler, C’71, 
who died in 2009. Since gradu-
ating from Sewanee in the late 
’60s and early ’70s, this group 
of friends has met for an annual 
reunion. The next time they 
meet in Sewanee, they’ll raise a 
toast to long friendships in a bar 
named for a fallen friend.

To make a reservation on-
line, visit sewanee-inn.com.

Sewanee Inn on Schedule for May 1 Opening
Make your reservations or even name a guest room now.

O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

“Even before we were taking res-
ervations, we had inquiries about 
weddings for nearly every week-

end this summer,” 
Berlin says.

The lobby, under construction (top), and the view from one guest 
room (above).
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CONNIE GALL, former supervisor of forestry and 
grounds at Sewanee, had set her departure date for 
March 2013 when Vice-Chancellor John McCardell 
asked her to stay a little longer to help with a special 

project. He wanted Gall to help the Sewanee campus meet the 
standards for the Tennessee Urban Forestry Council’s highest 
level of certification — Level 4 — for an arboretum in the state.

Gall agreed to take the project on, and she and her team 
began labeling trees and planting saplings. Level 4 certification 
requires that at least 120 species be labeled with both common 
and Latin names and that the arboretum be open to the pub-
lic, tended by staff and overseen by an arboretum committee. 

In six months, they had reached their goal, an accom-
plishment that normally takes years. Most of the specimen 
trees were already in place, but about 20 species that weren’t 
on campus were raised at a nursery and then added to the col-
lection.

Today, there are 127 labeled trees on campus, from Amer-
ican hornbeam to Yulan magnolia, with the largest concentra-
tions in and around the Quad, Manigault Park, and Abbo’s 
Alley. A kiosk at the corner of University and Georgia avenues 
houses a map showing the locations of labeled trees on campus 
to encourage self-guided tours. Guided tours will be available 
in the future.

 “We hope the arboretum serves as a teaching tool,” Gall 
says. “When students walk to and from classes, they can stop 
and learn what they’re looking at.” — Lam Ho, C’17

Campus Awarded 
Highest-Level Arboretum 
Certification

Since the founding of the Sewanee Investment Club 
in 2010, its student members have been learning the 
skills of financial management using virtual investment 
portfolios, but with this academic year, there’s a major 

change: Now they’re managing real money.
The club has been handed responsibility for active manage-

ment of $250,000 of the University’s endowment and an ad-
ditional $110,000 to participate in loan syndications originated 
by area community banks and to make early-stage investments in 
entrepreneurial startups.

The University’s Board of Regents voted to authorize 
student management of the endowment funds at its September 
meeting.

“Giving our students the opportunity to help grow the 
University’s endowment while learning the discipline that comes 
with making sound investment decisions is a creative and wise 
use of our resources,” says Chris Hehmeyer, C’77, who leads the 
Regents’ Investment Management Committee.

The $250,000 has been placed in an account with the in-
vestment banking firm of JP Morgan. Investments are limited to 
equities in Standard & Poor’s 500 Index, with students actively 
managing the investments. The ground rules for the portfolio 
include limitations on the amount of exposure to any segment 
of the S&P 500 and limits on how much of the portfolio can be 
invested in a single company.

The $110,000 funding for the loan syndication and early-
stage investing projects has been provided by a gift from the 
Claneil Foundation of Jennifer and Robert McNeil, C’73. The 
loan syndication funds allow students to underwrite business 
loans to companies in middle Tennessee. Two area community 
banks are working with the students as loan originators and lead 
the syndications. The startup-investment group works with 
early-stage investment groups in the Huntsville and Chattanooga 
areas. Student participants attend meetings of the groups, hear 
investment pitches by entrepreneurs, evaluate the viability of 
the proposals, and perform due diligence to decide whether to 
participate in funding rounds.

“We’re excited about these three great opportunities for stu-
dents to get hands-on experience in investment activities,” says 
Chip Manning, C’82, director of Sewanee’s Babson Center for 
Global Commerce. “These are important co-curricular activities 
that strengthen the University’s commitment to our pre-business 
program and complement Sewanee’s liberal arts curriculum.”

Students Take on Active 
Investing with $360,000 
Portfolio
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W ITH HIS 
recent 
exhibition 
of Sewanee 

landscapes in Sewanee, New 
York artist and architect 
Tony Winters, C’76, has 
come full circle. It was in 
the woods of the Universi-
ty’s Domain, he says, where 
the magic of painting en plein 
air was first revealed to him. 
Winters credits longtime Art Professor Ed Carlos with teaching 
him and his fellow students to look at landscapes in new ways, 
and now Winters’ work has been shown in a gallery named for 
Carlos, in a building of Winters’ own design.

Winters’ one-man show, “Sewanee Trails and Coves,” 
featured a series of paintings of the bluffs, forests, and coves 
surrounding Sewanee, where Winters grew up and studied. 
The exhibition was held in the Edward Carlos Gallery in the 
Nabit Art Building, the 10,000-square-foot studio art facility 
Winters was commissioned to design 10 years ago.

As an architect, Winters says he is interested in the ways 
that architecture draws its inspiration from the forms and 
structures of nature. “Architecture is about putting buildings 
into the environment in a good way,” he says. “So designing 

Artist and Architect Tony Winters, C’76, Comes Home
A painter raised in Sewanee finds the architecture in the Domain’s natural forms.

architecture and painting 
the landscape go hand in 
hand. Look at places like 
Proctor’s Hall, for example.  
All the cantilevered hori-
zontal stone slabs — it looks 
like something from a Frank 
Lloyd Wright house.”

Winters grew up on 
Green’s View Road in 
Sewanee, a childhood 
that he remembers as one 

marked by the freedom to explore the area’s forests, trails, and 
sandstone bluffs. His parents didn’t worry about him and his 
friends being outdoors for hours as long as he was home in 
time for dinner, he says, and that sense of freedom and explo-
ration finds its way into his paintings.  

“I grew up here, so all the iconic images like Breslin Tow-
er, the Memorial Cross, and All Saints’ Chapel are engraved in 
my memory,” Winters says. “I love them, but I wanted to paint 
Sewanee’s equally iconic natural sites — outdoor spaces like 
Proctor’s Hall, Bridal Veil Falls, and Morgan’s Steep — where I 
spent a good part of my childhood and then college years.”

“Sewanee Trails and Coves” was on display in Sewanee 
from Oct. 4 to Nov. 4, 2013. 

O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

“Perimeter Trail”

“Proctor’s Hall” “Bridal Veil Falls”
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IN 1996, Yale Psychology Professor Linda Mayes, C’73, 
started the Sewanee-at-Yale Directed Research Program 
with one student. Since then, the program, which offers 
Sewanee students the opportunity to spend a summer 

learning and working at the Yale Child Study Center, has 
grown to include 15 students and offers the option for stu-
dents to continue their research for an additional semester 
while they take courses at Yale. Now, the partnership between 
Sewanee and Yale is growing in ways that Mayes couldn’t have 
imagined when she launched the collaboration 18 years ago.

Sewanee Psychology Professor Karen Yu and Mayes have 
worked together to forge partnerships between the two institu-
tions, including a psychology 
course on childhood devel-
opment in rural Appalachia 
that was offered during 
Easter Semester 2013. Mayes 
and Yu invited 14 Yale fac-

ulty members to come to the Mountain for weekly lectures on 
topics ranging from linguistics to nutrition.

Yu hopes that working with Yale in this way could lead to 
a larger collaboration that would involve students and faculty 
from both schools. “We have the potential of developing a 
program that is focused on studies of rural Appalachia,” she 
says. “It may be that this develops into a set of larger programs 
and more courses. This was our entry point, and it was very 
successful.”

During the summer, Yale, Sewanee, and Scholastic 
Corporation co-sponsored Camp Discover, a two-week camp 
for children in kindergarten through second grade in nearby 

Tracy City. The camp was designed to teach children local his-
tory and to foster resilience by helping children and families 
feel connected to one another and their community. Campers 
explored the community’s stories and heritage with trips to 
nature sites and local landmarks.

Sewanee and Yale researchers are working together on 
other projects, including one study of tobacco use that looks at 
why the rates of prenatal and maternal smoking in rural Ap-
palachia are higher than national averages. And Sewanee post-
baccalaureate fellow Taylor Stavely, C’13, is sharing sampling 
strategies with researchers at Yale as they work on similar proj-
ects to map rates of health insurance coverage in the Sewanee 

area and in urban New Haven, 
Conn., where Yale is located.

Peter Crane, the dean of 
Yale’s School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies, has 
expressed interest in setting up 

an exchange program for Yale and Sewanee students. Sewanee 
students would get an opportunity to study northeastern bio-
diversity on the 10,000 acres of working and research forest 
land in Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Vermont owned 
by the Yale School Forests, while Yale students could study the 
flora and fauna of Sewanee’s 13,000-acre Domain.

Yu expects the partnerships between Yale and Sewanee to 
continue to expand. “I suspect that if you ask me again at the 
end of this semester, there will be other pieces that have devel-
oped,” she says. “There are ongoing conversations and more 
ideas are coming up all the time.” — Lam Ho, C’17

Yale-Sewanee Partnership Grows
Linda Mayes, C’73, spearheads a collaboration that keeps expanding.

Peter Crane, the dean of Yale’s School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies, has ex-
pressed interest in setting up an exchange 
program for Yale and Sewanee students.

Visitors who came to Sewanee from Yale to lecture during a new course on child development in Appalachia included Chair of Pediatrics at the Yale
School of Medicine George Lister (left), Yale Linguistics Professor Rafaella Zanuttini (center), and Yale Psychology Professor Linda Mayes (right), C’73.



This tree nursery, built by Haitian farmers with the 
assistance of Haitian and Sewanee students, will 
be used to grow coffee and other tree seedlings.



Conceived on the Cumberland Plateau and imple-
mented on the Central Plateau of Haiti, a Sewanee-led 
project seeks to offset carbon emissions and change 
lives, one tree at a time.

TexT and phoTography by STephen L. garreTT, C’01

Zanmi Kafe
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Bois Joli, Haiti, summer 2013
Twenty farmers are at work around a tall 
tree nursery in Bois Joli, a small village 
on Haiti’s Central Plateau. Some of the 
men are sawing wood, some are digging 
postholes, others are working to con-
struct the roof to a new addition that will 
roughly double the nursery’s size. The 
farmers constructed the nursery with 
the assistance of students from Haiti 
and Sewanee, who traveled here during 
spring break in March 2013 to assist in 
establishing a unique environmental 
project. 
 Today, a team led by Biology Pro-
fessor Deborah McGrath and post-
baccalaureate fellow Keri Bryan, C’13, 
trekked two-and-a-half hours uphill 
by foot to join the farmers for a day of 
work. The group is excited to see that 
some of the thousands of coffee seeds 
planted in the nursery have begun to 
germinate. Bryan and summer intern 
Linnea Carver, C’14, start counting 
and recording the number of seedlings 
they see growing while McGrath begins a 
focused discussion with the farmers.
 Just up the hill from the tree nurs-
ery, a woman has been preparing a lunch 

of rice, beans, and meat in a large metal 
pot over a fire. When she announces 
that lunch is ready, some of the farmers 
retrieve heaping plates of food and pass 
them out to the gathered crowd. The 
communal meal is an essential compo-
nent of the “combite.” In rural Haiti, 
groups of people gather to help each 
other with tasks like constructing houses 
or harvesting fields. When the work is 
complete, the group shares in a feast. 
 Soon, the farmers begin to com-
plain about the beans. “The beans were 
old and hard and chewy and they took 
a really long time to cook,” Carver says. 

“So everyone had to wait longer for 
lunch.” McGrath is visibly upset that the 
beans have not been well received dur-
ing today’s combite. The success of her 
project depends on the goodwill of these 
farmers, who are volunteering their 
time to help build this tree nursery. She 
assigned the task of purchasing food to 
someone else, and they chose cheap, old 
beans. The farmers have been told that 
one day they will be paid to grow and 
maintain trees on their land. For now, 
the only compensation for their work 
apart from the tree nursery itself is food. 
McGrath wants them to feel that they are 
worthy of receiving a nutritious, tasty 
meal. 

A Deforested Landscape 
McGrath’s work in Haiti started in 
2006. Sewanee Outreach Coordina-
tor Dixon Myers had been working with 
the Haitian pubic health organization 
Zanmi Lasante to take Sewanee students 
to Cange on dental and medical out-
reach trips there since 2005. He invited 
McGrath and Art Professor Pradip 
Malde to visit Haiti in order to get their 
input on how to better integrate aca-
demics and outreach work on these trips 
for students. The group, which now calls 
itself “The Haiti Institute in Sewanee” 
wanted to make a big impact on students 
but, McGrath says, “We didn’t want 
to just come and provide an educa-
tional experience for our students ... we 
wanted to leave something behind that 
was positive.”
 While in Haiti, the Sewanee team is 
based at Zanmi Lasante’s headquarters 
in Cange. They are housed in a building 
with a medical clinic on the bottom level 
and a bed and breakfast for volunteers, 
visiting medical staff, and others on the 
top floors. The building overlooks the 
endless rugged mountains of the Central 
Plateau. It is Haiti’s rainy season, and 
storms roll in almost daily in the late 
afternoon. From the balcony you can see 
that the walkways around the building 
turn into waterfalls as rivers of dirt-
brown runoff pour down the side of 

the mountain. Everywhere can be seen 
impacts of deforestation and erosion 
that appear as deep scars across the land-
scape. “Within the last several hundred 
years, Haiti was covered by tropical for-
est, and now it’s very, very deforested,” 
says McGrath. “In fact, estimates are that 
only 2 percent of forests remain.” 
 Farmers in the Central Plateau 
region practice subsistence agriculture — 
growing most of their own food on steep 
hillsides in thin, degraded soils. They 
grow fruit trees like mango, avocado, 
and citrus, but many other trees are cut 
down for charcoal and building materi-
als. Cutting trees for charcoal is one 
of the primary sources of income for 
residents of rural Haiti, but this cutting 
causes ongoing deforestation. This con-
stant pressure on the land, along with 
erosion, leads to a continual degrada-
tion of soils, which further exacerbates 
poverty in the region. “People have to 
clear more land to continue to pro-
duce food,” McGrath says. “So it’s this 
continual cycle of clearing land, the soils 
and ecosystem becoming more impov-
erished, food production declining even 
more, necessitating more land clearing.” 
Witnessing the effects of deforestation 
and erosion on the livelihoods of Hai-
tian farmers, McGrath began to explore 
ways that she could bring Sewanee’s 
resources to bear on the problem. 
 The history of forest resource use 
in Sewanee provides an instructive 
example of how human activities impact 
the land. From any Sewanee overlook, 
the 13,000-acre Domain appears to be 
covered by nearly uninterrupted, lush 
natural forest. It’s tempting to imagine 
that Sewanee has always been blessed 
with unspoiled wilderness, but a study 
of the Domain’s history reveals that this 
isn’t so. By 1886, so much forest clear-
ing had occurred that Commissioner of 

“We didn’t want to just come and 
provide an educational experience for 
our students ... we wanted to leave 
something behind that was positive.”

Clockwise from top: The Sewanee team and their 
Haitian guides trek two-and-a-half hours by foot to 
reach Bois Joli. A woman prepares a meal as part 
of the “combite.” Deb McGrath talks with farmers 
and agronomists. Linnea Carver (left), Keri Bryan 
(center), and Deb McGrath (right) inspect coffee 
seedlings in the tree nursery in Bois Joli. 



Zanmi Kafe



Zanmi Kafe

Buildings and Lands George Fairbanks 
lamented that “thousands of unsightly 
stumps now meet our view wherever we 
may direct our steps... [and the Do-
main] will [soon] be to us a mere wood-
yard and waste.” Years later, the Uni-
versity’s administration changed course, 
and Sewanee became the first academic 
institution in the United States to pro-
fessionally manage its forests. Through 
forward-thinking leadership, Sewanee 
now has something to say about how to 
regrow and sustainably manage forest 
resources.
 Unlike the forests of the southern 
Cumberland Plateau, however, the na-

tive forests of Haiti’s Central Plateau will 
likely never return due to extreme his-
torical and ongoing resource extraction 
and subsequent heavy soil erosion. This 
erosion has washed away the complex 
repository of seeds, nutrients, fungus, 
and other organisms that are required 
to maintain a healthy native forest 
habitat. What has replaced native forests 
on much of Haiti’s Central Plateau 
is working agroforests (forest systems 
composed of trees useful for timber or 
food). These agroforests occupy areas 
in and around agricultural fields, which 
dominate the landscape. McGrath is 
convinced that the promotion and 
expansion of these agroforest ecosystems 
has the potential to help reduce erosion, 
build better soils and to bring other 
environmental and economic benefits. 
Through research, she determined that 
establishing a payments for ecosystem 
services (PES) project was the best way 
for Sewanee to make a meaningful 
positive impact on the lives of farmers 
of the Central Plateau. That project, 

officially called “Forest Based Payments 
for Ecosystem Services in Haiti’s Central 
Plateau: Shade Coffee, Carbon Seques-
tration, and Improved Likelihoods,” is 
more familiarly known by its Haitian 
Creole name, Zanmi Kafe.

A Project Takes Shape
Trees and forests provide “ecosystem 
services” that improve the environ-
ment and benefit people. Those services 
include soil formation, nutrient cycling, 
erosion prevention, environmental 
goods like fiber and food, and carbon 
sequestration. The forests of the Cum-
berland Plateau and the agroforests of 
Haiti’s Central Plateau provide many of 
the same types of these services. PES re-
fers to a method of attempting to mon-
etize these services, which aren’t usually 
given a monetary value. Zanmi Kafe is 
one of the first PES projects in Haiti. 
“The idea, in this case, is that farmers 
can be paid to maintain services such as 
carbon sequestration,” McGrath says. 
 Carbon dioxide is one of the green-

Top row, left to right: Keri Bryan and a Haitian 
farmer. The tree nursery in Bois Joli. Ford Rushton 
follows a farmer to mark property boundaries. 
Bois Joli farmers work on an addition to the 
tree nursery. Bottom row, left to right: A Bois Joli 
farmer adds support beams to an addition to 
the tree nursery. Elizabeth Sega helps load gear 
onto a pack mule before the trek to Bois Joli. 
Keri Bryan enjoys the sunrise in Cange. Haitian 
translator Ariel (right) discusses coffee cultivation 
with a Bois Joli farmer.



house gases that contribute to global cli-
mate change. Through respiration, trees 
absorb and sequester (store) carbon 
dioxide, and release oxygen. The carbon 
is incorporated into their structures, 
removing it from the atmosphere. In 
response to climate change, an interna-
tional carbon market has emerged. This 
market allows carbon emitters, like utili-
ty companies, factories, individuals, and 
universities to purchase “carbon offsets” 
or “carbon credits.” Usually the buyer of 
the carbon offset calculates the volume 
of carbon dioxide that they are emitting 
into the atmosphere and then purchases 
an offset in the form of a certificate or 
agreement that represents an amount of 

stored carbon. The idea is for a carbon 
emitter to offset its emissions to become 
carbon-neutral. Sewanee has commit-
ted to become carbon-neutral by 2016 
and is seeking ways to reduce its carbon 
emissions. Funding a PES project is one 
way it can achieve this goal. “Sewanee 
students can come here during spring 
break trips and they can actually go and 
help quantify the carbon that’s being 
sequestered and understand what carbon 
sequestration means and what it means 
to invest money in another place,” Mc-
Grath says.
 Over her years of travel to Haiti, 
McGrath and the Sewanee team forged 
a partnership with Zanmi Agrikol, an 
organization that focuses on improving 
livelihoods through agriculture. Za-
nmi Agrikol suggested that the farmers 
of Bois Joli would be open to the idea 
of working with Sewanee to establish a 
PES project in their village. The team 
began to establish a relationship with the 
farmers there. At first, the goal was to 
promote the growth of fruit and timber 

tree species. When the team discussed 
their ideas with the farmers at a commu-
nity forum, the farmers explained that 
they were interested in starting to grow 
coffee in addition to the other trees. 
Historically, coffee had been grown in 
the Bois Joli area, but the knowledge 
about how to grow it had been lost. With 
the assistance of two Haitian agrono-
mists, Maxo and Bosquet, who studied 
coffee cultivation at university, the team 
set about acquiring coffee seeds and 
researching growing methods. “Coffee 
is a beautiful crop because it requires a 
shade over-story,” says McGrath. “And 
that over-story can be comprised of 
fruits and some timber trees, because 
they do need building materials and 
other really useful trees that help restore 
ecological function.” 
  One of the challenges to launching 
a successful PES project is connecting 
sellers of ecosystem services, like the 
farmers of Bois Joli, to buyers seek-
ing to offset their carbon emissions. 
McGrath’s project has already solved 

When the team discussed their ideas 
with the farmers at a community 
forum, the farmers explained that 
they were interested in starting to 
grow coffee.
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that challenge with the help of Jonathan 
Brenes Salazar, C’13. During his senior 
year, Salazar helped McGrath and Keri 
Bryan research funding for the PES 
project. After meeting with a number 
of involved parties on campus, he was 
presented with the idea of diverting 
some of Sewanee’s student green fee 
toward the project. The green fee is a 
portion of student tuition that has been 
invested in the TVA’s “Green Power 
Switch” program, which helps support 

alternative energy production. Salazar 
drafted a proposal to redirect 50 percent 
of this fund toward purchasing credits to 
offset carbon emissions from Sewanee’s 
air travel. The proposal was approved, 
and Sewanee students went for it. “It was 
huge that the students voted to use half 
their green fee, which amounts to about 

$12,000 a year,” McGrath says. “The 
fact we can say that we have a guaranteed 
buyer for the first carbon offset sales is 
huge.” 
  “My greatest hope is that the 
program will integrate into the hands 
of these Haitian agronomists and these 
farmers and become a self-perpetuating 
program that will spread on its own,” 
Bryan says. “And that would be the true 
indication that this is a program of 
merit, and something that really is good 
for Haitian farmers.”
 McGrath explains that the project 
is “sort of a catalyst and a little bit of 
energy and a little bit of resources that 
we hope will help set them on the path to 
be able to do it themselves. Our idea of 
carbon sequestration and being paid for 
it is a new idea with a lot of risk associ-
ated with it. The fact that, in the end, 
the farmers will have shade-grown coffee 
ecosystems means that they’re getting 
a benefit with minimal risk.”  But the 
project team faces many other challenges 
before this goal is within reach.

Is It a Food?
Summer intern Ford Rushton, C’14, 
and a Haitian translator, Ariel, follow an 
elderly Haitian farmer down a narrow 
footpath between two fields, as two other 

farmers tag along. After 30 minutes of 
trekking into the countryside from Bois 
Joli, the team enters a valley between 
steep-walled limestone hillocks. 
 When the team arrives at the old 
man’s property, Rushton unpacks his bag 
and pulls out a GPS unit. Today, his task 
is to map the farmer’s property bound-
ary and to conduct a survey that attempts 
to establish a baseline for the farmer’s 
income. Several times along the route 
around the unmarked boundary, the 
farmer points nearly straight up a cliff 
to indicate the position of an inacces-
sible portion his property, which forces 
Rushton to record an inaccurate bound-
ary location. Soon, they gather beneath 
a large tree as Rushton draws a rough 
property map based on the GPS points 
he was able to record during the trek. 
He asks the farmer to identify where on 
the map he would choose to grow coffee. 
The farmer circles an area in the middle 
of the map with his finger. 
 Ariel begins to ask survey questions 
in Creole and translates the answers into 
English. Soon, Ariel says that the farm-
ers have asked him to explain what car-
bon is. “I’m trying to explain it to them 
right now but he’s asking me if it’s a food 
that the tree is going to give that’s called 
‘carbon,’” Ariel says. “They can’t un-

“My greatest hope is that the program 
will integrate into the hands of these 
Haitian agronomists and these farm-
ers and become a self-perpetuating 
program that will spread on its own,” 
Bryan says. “And that would be the 
true indication that this is a program 
of merit.”

Zanmi Kafe



derstand. It’s not their reality.” Though 
the Sewanee team has explained climate 
change and the concept of carbon trade 
in widely attended community meetings, 
these farmers, new to the project, still 
find it difficult to comprehend.  
 Rushton and Ariel tell the farmers 
that the project will soon pay them for 
growing trees, and that’s all they need 
to understand for now. The farmers 
continue to ask more questions about 
the details of the project: Will they be 
allowed to cut down a tree that is no 
longer producing fruit? What happens 
if someone comes onto their property 
and cuts a tree — will they be penalized? 
Rushton and Ariel seem to struggle with 
how to answer all the farmers’ questions. 
They agree to discuss the questions later 
with McGrath. 
 Despite challenges like these to 
overcome, the project is building a con-
nection between Sewanee students, Hai-
tian students, and Bois Joli’s farmers in 
order to generate knowledge about how 
to influence positive change in a world 
that faces the uncertainty of a changing 
climate. And that positive change flows 
in both directions. 
 By working on Haiti’s Central Pla-
teau, Sewanee students are experienc-
ing directly the effects that the island’s 
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history of resource exploitation has 
had on the landscape. But they also are 
witnessing strong examples of resilience. 
Sewanee students return from Haiti with 
a sense of the richness of Haitian social 
connections and Haitian knowledge of 
how to survive in a landscape that has 
been drastically altered by human activity.
 McGrath points to her four years as 
a Peace Corps volunteer in West Africa 
as profoundly changing her view of the 
world. She says it caused her to feel that 
her privileged background “absolutely 
necessitates that we view the world as a 
place where we can make a difference.” 
And she wants to influence Sewanee stu-
dents to view the world in the same way. 
“I don’t have any illusions that I can re-
forest Haiti,” she says. “But if I can help 
a group of people overcome a small set 
of limitations and allow them to pursue 
a better reality for themselves — that’s the 

reason for living.” 
 The Sewanee-Haiti project is not 
the first attempt to plant trees in Haiti. 
Large-scale afforestation and reforesta-
tion projects have been going on there 
for decades. But according to McGrath, 
the project is one of the first PES proj-
ects of its type in the country, attempting 
to link tree growth to the global carbon 
market and thereby pay farmers to plant 
and protect trees. Though the project is 
currently small, the team believes it has 
the potential to bring benefits to Haitian 
communities beyond Bois Joli. “People 
want to see Haiti succeed,” McGrath 
says. “It would be positive testimony of 
the ability of humans to take a situation 
that’s terribly challenging and terribly 
complex and make it succeed. I mean, if 
we can have success in Haiti, I think it’s 
a sign of hope for the whole rest of the 
world.” 

Senior Visual Media Producer Stephen L. Garrett, 
C’01, works in Sewanee’s Office of Marketing and 
Communications.

Left to right: Summer interns Ford Rushton and 
Linnea Carver work with Haitian farmers to install 
a roof on a new section of the tree nursery in Bois 
Joli. Coffee seedlings sprouting in the tree nurs-
ery. The Sewanee team and a group of Haitian 
farmers in front of the tree nursery in Bois Joli.

the project is building a connection 
between Sewanee students, Haitian 
students, and Bois Joli’s farmers in 
order to generate knowledge about 
how to influence positive change in a 
world that faces the uncertainty of a 
changing climate.



TAKING

The rebirth of the University 
Farm, the formation of a lo-
cal food hub and demand 
for ingredients that are local 
and sustainable has sparked a 
movement on the Mountain.

TexT and phoTography by 
Jim Turrell, associaTe dean of 
The school of Theology

A pig at the University Farm on Breakfield Road.

Farm Manager Gina Raicovich tends plants in the University garden.



Blackberries at the Cumberland Farmers’ Market.

A student visits the salad bar in McClurg, which carries the 
“Rooted Here” logo of the South Cumberland Food Hub. 
Sewanee Dining uses a variety of locally grown vegetables, 
buying many of them through the Food Hub.



Sewanee’s food is changing: the University has revived its farm and 
taken over its dining services; local growers have rolled out an in-

novative food hub through which to sell their produce 
to institutional customers, including the University; 
and local restaurants have sprung up with a focus on 
local food.

TAKING

The farm’s primary mission centers on teaching, but its produce is a welcome sight 
in the dining hall. Sewanee Dining Executive Chef Rick Wright has made it part of 
his mission to use local, sustainable ingredients — a goal made easier by the Univer-
sity’s decision to manage its own food services. The development of the South Cumberland Food Hub, 
with its slogan “Rooted Here,” has provided a way for small growers to sell to institutional customers, 
including the University. Local restaurants, such as IvyWild, owned by Keri Moser, C’93, work with local 
growers to source ingredients.

“Locavores” and “farm-to-table” food may be trendy, but what really matters is the impact on the lives of 
people. Students see the importance of careful stewardship of the land, small growers have new custom-
ers, dining hall workers prepare meals from scratch, and diners see the threads that connect them to the 
labor of the people who grow and prepare their food.

Stella Pfau, C’13, holds beans being 
harvested at the University garden.

Jess Wilson and her children, Stella (left) and Eli (right) at In Town Organics in Monteagle. In Town Organics is part of the South Cumberland Food 
Hub, which helps local farms sell to area schools, institutions, and restaurants, including Sewanee Dining.
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Clockwise from top 
left: John Michael 
McGinn, C‘14 (left), and 
Sara McIntosh, C’15 
(right), had summer 
internships, dividing 
their time between the 
University Farm and 
local farms. Eli WIlson 
at In Town Organics 
farm in Monteagle, a 
part of the Cumberland 
Farmer’s Market and 
the South Cumberland 
Food Hub. Students mix 
soil to be used in plant-
ing blueberry bushes at 
the University garden. 
Biology Professor David 
Haskell and his wife, 
Sarah Vance, raise 
goats and sell goat’s 
milk soap through the 
Cumberland Farmer’s 
Market and local shops. 
Pigs at the University 
farm. Chickens at the 
University farm.

A goat and the horse trailer used as its home on Breakfield Road.
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Clockwise from top 
left: Branden Wiseman 
cooks green beans in 
McClurg’s kitchen. A 
view of the serving line 
in McClurg. Zach Blount 
takes two entrees of 
local beef to the dining 
room at IvyWild. Peaches 
at the Cumberland 
Farmers’ Market. Leland 
Deutsch (left) and Chef 
Keri Moser, C’93 (right), 
plate black barley and 
cracked wheat from Falls 
Mill in Belvidere, which 
will accompany entrees. 
The sandwich station 
at Julia’s in downtown 
Sewanee. Julia’s uses 
locally produced bread 
from the Bread Peddler.

Kent Ballow buys tomatoes from Michael Raines of Grundy Greens and Frontier Family Farm, while Sara McIntosh, C‘15, bags produce at the Cumberland 
Farmers’ Market. McIntosh had a summer internship, dividing her time between the University Farm and Raines’s farm.
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Clockwise from left: 
Ashley Jo Johnson 
prepares bánh mì 
with local cucumber 
at Julia’s in downtown 
Sewanee. Sewanee 
Dining Services Chef 
Rick Wright prepares a 
dish using multicolored 
carrots from area grow-
ers. Sherry Clay works 
at the stir-fry station in 
McClurg, which often 
uses local produce, 
such as zucchini, yellow 
squash, and mush-
rooms. Leland Deutsch 
(right) plates a chilled 
pea soup with crab and 
local nasturtiums for Eric 
Obermiller to take to the 
dining room at IvyWild in 
Sewanee.

Elaine Clark cooks butternut squash gnocchi for the vegan line in McClurg.
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 n an unusually 
 soggy Indepen-
 dence Day 2013 
 in Sewanee, 
 the University 
marked the sesquicentennial of 
an important but little-known 
event in local history – the 
“Skirmish on Sewanee Moun-
tain,” the only clash between 
regular military units on the 
Mountain during the Civil War.

Exactly 150 years earlier, on July 4, 
1863, as Robert E. Lee turned south 
from Gettysburg and John C. Pember-
ton struck the Southern colors at Vicks-
burg, Confederate cavalry near Sewanee 
fought the final action of the Campaign 
of Middle Tennessee, protecting the 
rear of Gen. Braxton Bragg’s Army of 
Tennessee as it successfully completed its 
“retrograde movement” from the valley 
of Middle Tennessee across the Cum-
berland Plateau and the Tennessee River 
to the safety of Chattanooga and East 
Tennessee.

The skirmish was a running fight, 
waged between a Union cavalry recon-
naissance and two regiments of Con-
federate Maj. Gen. John Wheeler’s 
cavalry. It was fought along the top of 
the Mountain from the point where the 
road from Cowan reached the plateau 
at Tunnel Point, past the site where 
St. Mary’s School would later stand, 
to University Crossing, where the old 
Cowan Road intersected the Sewanee 
Mining Company Railroad and where, 
today, the Sherwood Road, Highway 56, 
meets the present Cowan Road, Highway 
41A. The combatants fought hand-to-
hand in sheeting rain, dismounted on 
account of the broken terrain, their 
weapons liable at any moment to misfire 
from wet powder. It concluded with the 
withdrawal of the Union force down the 
Mountain to Cowan and of the Con-

A look back to the Skirmish on Sewanee Mountain 
— the only clash of regular troops to take place here 
during the Civil War — 150 years later.

by MerriTT r. bLakeSLee, C’68

s

Members of Terry’s Texas Rangers, Company C, circa 1863
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federate force, the last Southern troops 
in Middle Tennessee, to Jumpoff and 
Sweeden’s Cove, and, the following day, 
across the Tennessee River.

Following the clash at University 
Crossing, Gen. William Rosecrans, the 
Union commander, made no attempt 
to pursue the Army of Tennessee but 
halted his Army of the Cumberland 
at the foot of the Mountain, where it 
passed July and August resupplying and 
making preparations to pursue Bragg 
into East Tennessee. During this time, 
two brigades of Union troops occupied 
the Plateau, with their encampment at 
University Place (that is, at the site where 
the University’s founders envisaged that 
the University would one day stand, 
roughly in the area between Rebel’s 
Rest, the Fowler Center, the University’s 
cornerstone, and Hoffman Hall). The 
first night of the occupation of Univer-
sity Place, Union troops broke into the 
cornerstone and looted its contents. 
When the Tennessee corn had finally 
ripened and his troops were fully resup-
plied, Rosecrans moved slowly east over 
the Mountain to a rendezvous with the 
Army of Tennessee on Sept. 19, 1863, at 
a place called Chickamauga.

 n June 24, 1863, 
 Rosecrans, in a bril-
 liant double feint, 
 breached Bragg’s 
 defenses, then arrayed 
along the Duck River between Shelbyville 
and Wartrace. The breakthrough at 
Hoover’s Gap threatened Bragg’s right 
flank, forcing him to withdraw south 
along the line of the Nashville & Chatta-
nooga Railroad through Tullahoma and 
across the Elk River to the foot of the 
Mountain at Decherd and Cowan.

At 4 p.m. on the afternoon of July 
2, with the Union forces crossing the Elk 
River at Allisonia (now known as Estill 
Springs), Bragg ordered his command-
ers, Gen. Leonidas Polk, one of the 
University’s founders, and Lt. Gen. Wil-
liam Hardee to put their wagon trains 
and troops over the Mountain. Hardee’s 
Corps, which had been bivouacked at 
Decherd, began crossing the Mountain 
by Brakefield Road (which today runs 
from the Fowler Center through the 
University Farm to the end of the Pla-
teau), while Brig. Gen. John Wharton’s 
cavalry fought a delaying action at the 
foot of Brakefield Road.

Polk’s Corps marched east out 
of Cowan up the road that paralleled 
the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad 
line until the latter entered the Cowan 
Tunnel. There, his exhausted troops 

A military map showing Brakefield Road (in red), 
which was taken by Hardee’s Corps when it left 

the valley to ascend the plateau on July 2.

s
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continued upward, following the Cowan 
Road along the ridgeline north of 
Montgomery Gap until it finally gained 
the top of the plateau at what is today 
Tunnel Point.

 Between July 2 and 4, the entire 
Army of Tennessee crossed the Moun-
tain, most of the units at University 
Place, a few via the Crow Creek Valley, 
and made its way to and across the Ten-
nessee River.

The last Confederate force to leave 
the valley was Wheeler’s Cavalry Corps, 
which started its ascent of the Mountain 
via the Cowan Road at about 2 p.m. 
on July 3, “cutting down trees, roll-
ing rocks into [the road], &c.” as they 
climbed, straining to retard the pursu-
ing Union forces. By 3 p.m., the first 
Union forces, both infantry and cavalry, 
made contact, and Wheeler’s men were 
finally forced to leave off their work of 
obstruction and escape up the Moun-
tain. As night fell, Wheeler established 
his headquarters at University Crossing 
and made careful dispositions for the 
following day.

As his first line of defense in car-
rying out the crucial effort of protect-
ing Polk’s Corps, now at Battle Creek 
(Battle Creek rises in what is today Lake 
Dimmick near Clifftops, flows through 
Ladd’s Cove to the foot of the Mountain 
and continues down the Interstate 24 
corridor until it meets the Tennessee 
River at South Pittsburg) and exquisitely 
vulnerable as it undertook the slow, 
difficult crossing of the Tennessee River 
on an exposed pontoon bridge, Wheeler 
posted two regiments “at the top of 
the mountain on the Cowan road” to 
prevent a Union force from crossing 
the Mountain and falling on Polk’s rear. 
One of these regiments was the Eighth 
Texas Cavalry, a volunteer unit calling 
itself Terry’s Texas Rangers.  The other 

was the Fourth Tennessee Cavalry (also 
called the Eighth Tennessee Cavalry) 
under Lt. Col. Paul F. Anderson.

On the night of July 3, the Rang-
ers, who had the advance, picketed three 
companies “toward the brow of the 
mountain” to wait upon events of the 
new day. The remainder of the Rangers’ 
regiment was deployed along the Cowan 
Road somewhere between Tunnel Point 
and St. Mary’s, while the Fourth Ten-
nessee remained in support at Univer-
sity Crossing.

 he morning of July 4 
 dawned to heavy rain, 
 which would persist 
 throughout the day. At 
 5:30 a.m., Col. Louis 
D. Watkins’s Union force, composed of 
the Fifth and Sixth Kentucky Cavalry, 
left Cowan by the road to University 
Place, under orders from Gen. Philip 
Sheridan, commander of the Union 
advance, to “feel the enemy’s rear” and 
to “drive him until he was satisfied that 
he was there in force.” Watkins’s sortie 
was intended merely as a reconnaissance 
to test whether Bragg’s Army intended to 
turn and fight atop the Mountain, not 

as an attempt to engage and subdue any 
Confederate force that it encountered.

Sometime before 8 a.m., Watkins’s 
advance unit made contact with the 
Rangers’ pickets and began a running 
fight — marked by a succession of sharp 
attacks and counter-attacks — that lasted 
nearly two hours, during which the 
Rangers withdrew in an orderly manner 
“about 3 miles” along the Cowan Road 
to a point beyond University Cross-
ing, fighting fiercely as they went. The 
skirmish concluded there with a short 
firefight, upon which, each force, secure 
in the knowledge that it had repulsed the 
other, was content to withdraw.

The Union reconnaissance first 
came upon the Rangers at a point about 
four miles from Cowan, where the 
Cowan Road reaches the plateau. The 
Texans were “posted in thickets and in 
an old field behind logs and trees, and 
some concealed in the heavy under-
growth skirting the road.” In the initial, 
chaotic engagement, both forces fought 
dismounted because of the difficult ter-
rain. George Turner of Ranger Compa-
ny C wrote, “It was no place for Cavalry, 
being just what you would immagine a 
mountain top to be, cut up with ravines, 
thickets, and great piles of rocks.”

Because of the morning’s heavy 
rain, only four members of the Rang-

s

At 4 p.m. on the afternoon of July 2, with the 
Union forces crossing the Elk River at Alliso-
nia (now known as Estill Springs), Bragg or-
dered his commanders, Gen. Leonidas Polk, 
one of the University’s founders, and Lt. Gen. 
William Hardee to put their wagon trains and 
troops over the Mountain.
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ers advance company could fire their 
weapons, and they were compelled to fall 
back to their comrades. Watkins’s troop-
ers then charged to “within 5 paces” of 
the Rangers’ line, “when he received a 
volley which drove him back 400 yards.” 
When the Kentuckians advanced again, 
the Rangers charged a second time, once 
more driving them back. It was “a hand 
to hand fight and very severe.”

This initial clash lasted 10 or 
15 minutes, during which the Fifth 
Kentucky had six men wounded. The 
Kentuckians were then ordered to fall 
back upon the main body of Watkins’s 
force, “which was advancing rapidly to 
the scene of action.” At the same time, 
the three Ranger companies that had 
borne the brunt of the initial onslaught 
“moved off slowly firing their pistols as 
they went for 3/4 of a mile.” The Union 
forces reformed and set off in pursuit 
of the Rangers, whose advance units had 
now reached the main body of the 
regiment.

The second skirmish took place 
somewhere near, or just to the west of, 
the site of St. Mary’s School. “When the 
Yanks came up we fell back once to draw 
them on and then charged them,” wrote 
Turner, driving them back.

Watkins’s forces continued to press 
the Rangers, who fell back a second 
time, moving behind their reserve, 
which “suffered very severely ... for the 
fire of the enemy was constantly poured 
into their ranks.” It was in this clash that 
the Rangers suffered their only fatality, 
Perry Guinn of Company E, who “lived 
but a few minutes being shot through 
the throat [and] was brought off the 
field and interred by his comrades on 
the mountain top.” This second skir-
mish lasted “a half to three-quarters 
of an hour,” during which, Watkins 
grudgingly conceded, the enemy “retired 
slowly, and fought obstinately for every 
foot of ground.”

Following the second clash, Wat-
kins’s mounted forces disengaged, 
abandoned their frontal attack along the 
Cowan Road, and raced along the edge 
of the plateau parallel to the road in an 
attempt to turn the Rangers’ right flank. 
The Rangers, sensing the danger, with-
drew again, this time as far as University 
Crossing. There the Rangers rejoined 
Anderson’s Fourth Tennessee, which 
had remained in reserve. As the two reg-
iments moved away from the Crossing 
along the turnpike leading to University 
Place to avoid being outflanked, Wat-
kins’s forces reappeared, “advance[ing] 
on our left flank by the railroad cut with 
a large body of dismounted men, and 
on our right with a large body of cavalry, 
and also on our centre by a regiment of 
cavalry.”

In this third skirmish, the Rangers 
moved deliberately behind the Fourth 
Tennessee, who engaged the enemy and 
covered the Texans’ withdrawal. Follow-
ing this final clash, mild in comparison 
to what had gone before, Wheeler’s force 
withdrew along the road past the Forks 
(today, the point in front of Elliott and 
Tuckaway halls where Tennessee Avenue 
meets University Avenue) and back to 
University Place, while Watkins’s force 
turned back to Cowan. By 9:20 a.m., it 
was all over.

A military map showing University Crossing and 
the Cowan Road taken by Polk’s Corps.
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 erceptions about the facts 
 and significance of the 
 skirmish near University 
 Crossing were, predict-
 ably, divided. Gen. Sher-
idan reported that the “reconnaissance 
was very handsomely executed by Col. 
Watkins, who drove the enemy about 
3 miles, inflicting a severe loss,” while 
Robert Bunting, the Rangers’ chaplain 
who wrote an account of the skirmish 
for the Tri-Weekly Telegraph (Houston), 
called it “the most brilliant fight which 
the Rangers have ever had.” Watkins 
declared that “I slowly withdrew, and 
brought my command in a steady and 
orderly manner back to camp.” Wheeler, 
however, reported that the enemy had 
been “repulsed; their loss considerable,” 
to which Lt. G.L. Macmurphy of the 

Rangers added that “they retreated in 
confusion,” and George Turner ob-
served, “we made them get farther and 
gather up their dead and double-quick 
down to their lines.” 

Notwithstanding that “the enemy’s 
force was much greater than our own,” 
Watkins boasted that “[w]e captured 
15 prisoners and a set of brass musical 
instruments.” Likely, these prisoners 
were stragglers from Polk’s or Hardee’s 
Corps picked up on the mountainside; 
for the Rangers were unable to account 
for only two of their men and seem to 
have overlooked entirely the loss of a full 
set of brass musical instruments.

As to casualties, Watkins admitted 
to three killed and 13 wounded, and 
proclaimed, “It has been subsequently 
ascertained that the loss of the enemy 
in killed and wounded was far greater 
than ours.” Bunting, however, put the 
Rangers’ casualties at one killed, seven 
wounded of whom two lightly, and two 

A pre-war map showing the site of skirmishes along the Cowan Road (shown in red) from the point where it reaches the top of the plateau (bottom 
right) to University Crossing and on to “Rowe’s Spring” (also known as Polk Spring, located in what is now Abbo’s Alley behind the Fowler Center).

missing. And George Turner wrote his 
father: “We sent a scout back in the eve-
ning, who went to a citizen’s house about 
2 miles back from where we fought 
them, who told them that we killed a Col 
and 8 men, mortally wounded a Lt and 
otherwise wounded 25 or 30 others.”

All agreed, however, that the skir-
mish on Sewanee Mountain was, while 
it lasted, a fight of fierce intensity. The 
heat of the fighting can be measured by 
the fact that the Rangers lost 25 horses, 
killed or wounded, and the Kentuckians 
26. Col. Watkins called it “a brisk fight” 
and “a considerable engagement.” Gen-
eral Wheeler reported that “[t]he enemy 
... engage[ed] us very warmly,” with 
“[f]ighting this morning quite heavy for 
a short time.” But it was Sgt. John Wes-
ley Rabb of the Rangers who summed 
it up best, calling it “a rite sharp little 
fight” and allowing in a letter to his 
brother that “[i]t looked strange to me 
how I came out unhurt.”

s

University Crossing
(site of third skirmish)

Approximate site of
second skirmish

Site of first skirmish
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Once upon a time, young Episcopalians who 
expressed a call to holy orders were told to wait. 
The Church tended to favor more mature people 
who brought skills and life experience with them 

to seminary. Young aspirants were often instructed to go into 
another vocation or join the military before pursuing ordina-
tion. As a result, the age of Episcopal ordination has slowly 
increased to the current average of 44 years.

Something different is happening at The School of The-
ology; bishops are sending more and more young seminarians. 
The number of single seminarians under age 30 has grown 
steadily from 4 percent in 2004, to 23 percent of students 

beginning seminary in 2012, and 33 percent matriculating 
in Advent 2013. The Rev. Dr. Ben King, associate profes-
sor of Church history and director of the Advanced Degrees 
Program, says the trend indicates the Church is an appealing 
place for young people. “If emergent church writers are talking 
about the ‘Episcopal Moment,’ then we are seeing the evidence 
that this is happening. The response by bishops and commis-
sions on ministry who are allowing and encouraging younger 
people to attend seminary is also cause for excitement.”

A Bishop’s Perspective
Bishops who support the movement toward earlier ordina-
tion cite practical reasons to refresh an aging clergy with men 
and women who still have a lifetime of service ahead of them. 
The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard, bishop of Florida and 
chancellor of the University of the South, says his diocese ac-
tively seeks to recruit young people into the process as a means 
of shaping the Church at large. “If the church growth experts 
are correct, congregations begin to reflect their leadership 
in many ways, including age and generation,” he says. “If the 
leadership is all over 50 or 60, you tend to have an older and 
older church.”

Howard encourages young people to begin 
the discernment process, and steers them toward 
seminary rather than to other vocations. Howard 
says he would not discourage second-vocation aspi-
rants, because they bring perspective and maturity 
to church leadership. Rather, he hopes to correct a 
past tendency to exclude young people from seeking 
holy orders. “Young seminarians bring a different 
energy and different life perspectives to the pro-
cess,” he says.

A Good Fit Strategically
According to the Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander, dean of 
the School, appealing to young seminarians fits well 
with The School of Theology’s strategic goals, be-
cause earlier ordination is beneficial to the Church. 
“The Church has suffered somewhat from people 
entering ministry past the midpoint of their work-
ing career, because their vocation as a priest is cut 

short by retirement. Younger priests’ longevity means they can 
move into positions with long clerical experience.” He points 
out that earlier training means clergy can gain 10 or 15 years 
of experience, and still be young enough to tackle academic, 
diocesan, and Episcopal positions vital to the Church’s work.

The Rev. Dr. Robert MacSwain, assistant professor of 
theology and Christian ethics, notes that all seminarians bring 
their own gifts and perspectives, but “if the vast majority of 
clergy are ordained in their mid-to-late 40s or 50s, then the 
Church will, of necessity, lack the perspective of those who 
have literally spent a lifetime in the ministry of Word and Sac-

A Time for Every Purpose Under Heaven
The student body at The School of Theology is getting younger. And that’s 
good for the Church.

By Jeannie Babb, T’13

These seminarians are some of the younger members of the current student body. 
Pictured from left to right are Tyler Richards, Neil Raman, Cameron O’Riley, Trey Kennedy, 
Jane-Allison Wiggin, Whitney Burton, and Michael McCain.

T H E O L O G I A
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rament. To have ‘old and experienced’ priests, we need to first 
ordain ‘young and inexperienced’ priests.”  

The dean predicts the presence of young clergy will de-
mand change in the Church. “Young people are part of the 
Church in an organic way that promotes change and develop-
ment and new ways of thinking and fresh ideas. This is differ-
ent from the approach seen a couple of generations ago, where 
the Church was observed as an object needing to be fixed. This 
generation doesn’t throw out the baby with the bathwater, but 
rather tends to rethink and retool. These young people tend to 
be very productive, while embracing many parts of the tradi-
tion that are a thousand years old, and still effective. They 
create change not because they are over/against, but because 
they are engaged.”

In the classroom, the demographic shift presents both 
challenges and opportunities. “This generation would rather 
look things up online than read them in a book,” King says. 
“This is a challenge to the importance of books in a Church 
born along with the printing press at the Reformation, and 
saying its prayers out of a book ever since. At a recent Ameri-
can Historical Association conference, there was discussion of 
the fact that books might no longer be the optimal way of pass-
ing on information, and that 30-page pamphlets might be the 
future — just as they were the past.” King is currently working 
on an iBook for his church history course. 

The Rev. Kammy Young, field education director at The 
School of Theology, identifies with young seminarians because 
she began her own seminary education just a few years after 
completing college. Working with young seminarians has 
challenged Young to approach topics with fewer assumptions. 
She discovered that young students are sometimes less familiar 
with vocabulary and ideas that second-vocation students often 
pick up in other lines of work. “It’s important not to take prior 
knowledge for granted.”

Young students also bring a different perspective to 
the conversation and theological reflection. “For example,” 
Young says, “We’d be talking about observing a priest at a field 
education site working with middle schoolers. The older field 

education student who has been a social worker makes certain 
observations, but the student just out of college sees it more 
from the perspective of the middle-school student than from 
the authority figure. This sheds a lot of light on the interaction 
process.” She concludes that age diversity enhances the class-
room by adding depth and breadth to theological perspective, 
especially challenging those who may feel settled about an issue 
to consider it afresh.

Addressing New Needs
The need for specialized housing is at the forefront of every 
conversation on the demographic shift. Many young and single 
seminarians are beyond dorm life, but often interested in 
communal housing rather than renting a home or apartment. 

Alexander envisions developing community housing at 
The School of Theology so that young seminarians’ life togeth-
er is somewhat framed and defined. New concepts could in-
clude several structures built to accommodate 12 to 15 students 
with a private bedroom and bathroom, but a shared kitchen 
and communal space. Theme houses are also envisioned, pro-
viding dedicated living space for immersion in environmental 
theology, theological literature, or Spanish ministry.

Young seminarians are already participating in a new 
resident chaplain program, the collective brainchild of several 
seminarians who worked with The School of Theology and the 
college to develop the program and obtain grants for the cost. 
Now in its second year, the program has five resident chaplains 
who live in residence halls across campus, funded by the Office 
for Residential Life. Resident chaplains offer college students 
support and encouragement regarding academic, personal, 
social, and religious matters, with open hours and regular 
meetings. 

Each resident chaplain ministers to the students living in 
several dorms. They host programs to enhance student life 
while simultaneously offering the seminarian experiential 
learning opportunities.

The School of Theology is committed to meeting the 
needs of the changing student body. Sewanee has long been 
considered an ideal setting for seminarians raising young chil-
dren because of the intimate communal life. As more young 
seminarians and single seminarians enroll, it is the School’s 
goal to structure life in a way that meets their specific needs 
and builds greater diversity into tomorrow’s clergy.

 “The pursuit of younger seminarians is not, in the 
first place, about enrollment,” Alexander says. “It is about 
the Church and God’s mission. We need a larger cadre of 
well-formed leaders who come into their holy vocation early 
enough in life to have a long run, to provide service in a variety 
of contexts, and to do many wonderful things. Creative, trans-
formational ministry takes time.”

Younger seminarians can offer the Church fresh perspectives and new ways 
of thinking.



SEWANEE CAN BE A QUIET PLACE. Looking to-
ward a blank scoreboard on the South’s oldest college 
football field, an early morning fog has started to lift. 
In the distance, deer are chewing on clovers near Texas 

Avenue. In the air is the chill that comes every fall as the leaves 
start to change color.

It’s the time of year when the peace and tranquility of 
the Mountain mix with the sounds of students yelling “Yea, 
Sewanee’s Right,” as the Tigers march down the field. Across 
Florida Avenue from the field sits a bridge that every Sewanee 
football player has clicked his cleats across since Benjamin 
Harrison lived in the White House.

The Sewanee Athletic Department has a rich tradition. 
Since the days of Henry “Diddy” Seibels, Alex Guerry Jr., Kyle 
Rote Jr., Frank Juhan, and Shirley Majors, the Tigers have 
won championships, helped form new conferences, and ush-
ered in changes. From the 1940 decision to leave the South-

eastern Conference to the creation of the Southern Athletic 
Association (SAA) last year, Sewanee has always moved forward 
with the times.

Like Sewanee, many NCAA programs with long histories 
are continuing their traditions while launching much-needed 
facility projects. This fall, NCAA Division III football power-
house Mary Hardin-Baylor opened a new 7,500-seat football 
stadium. Longtime rival Washington & Lee upgraded Wilson 
Field, its football, lacrosse, and track facility, with a $15.5 
million dollar renovation in 2008. Additionally, Williams 
has launched a $22 million dollar project to upgrade historic 
Weston Field. Closer to home, many members of Sewanee’s 
own conference have added and upgraded their athletic facili-
ties over the last couple of years. In fact, until this fall, Se-
wanee was one of only two SAA schools that did not have a turf 
football field.

With all that, a year ago, a committee led by Sewanee 
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Athletic Facilities Get an Upgrade
New turf, new courts, new grass, and more improve the experience for student-
athletes from football and field hockey to baseball and tennis.

By Clayton Felts, sports information director

S P O R T S
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Athletic Director Mark 
Webb delivered a plan 
to move Sewanee’s ath-
letic facilities forward. 
In June, as the summer 
heat simmered, the 

early stages of that plan started to take shape on campus. “The 
new athletic facility improvements greatly enhance the com-
petitive experience of our student-athletes and will be most 
beneficial in our recruiting efforts,” says Webb.

At legendary McGee Field (football, lacrosse) and Puett 
Field (soccer, field hockey), a new state-of-the-art synthetic 
turf surface was laid. Additionally, both facilities now feature 
new scoreboards. New lights at Harris Stadium illuminate 
the night air, allowing the football and lacrosse programs to 
practice after dark. This, in return, helps student-athletes and 
coaches when it comes to planning practices around academic 
schedules and other extracurricular activities.

“As an alumnus, former football and baseball player, and 
a former coach here during two different periods, it has been 
inspirational to see our outdoor athletic facilities reaching a 
quality level that reflects every other aspect of the University 
and its mission,” says University Advancement Officer Robert 
Black, C’89.

Out at Montgomery Field (baseball), construction on 
a new multipurpose building has been completed. The new 
structure features much-needed restrooms, a concession 
stand, and storage. On the field, the playing surface was laser-
graded, new irrigation was installed, a warning track put in, 
and most of the grass re-sodded. “Our baseball facility will be 
first rate, and our two additional turf fields will be a transfor-
mational addition for our athletes, impacting our campus and 
community more than we know,” says Black.

Two new outdoor courts and additional stadium-style 
seating areas have been added at the Bruton-Guerry Tennis 
Center. These new features have already paid off, as the Tigers 
hosted the prestigious Intercollegiate Tennis Association Fall 
Regional Championship tournament in September.

In the end, all four projects are part of an ongoing effort 
to create and continually enhance the best possible student-
athlete experience at Sewanee.  Like many projects on campus, 
these upgrades would not have been possible without the back-
ing of parents, alumni, and supporters.

“Our student-athletes, our coaching staff, and I remain 
grateful to the many benefactors who made these improve-
ments a reality,” says Webb. With these changes, fans can con-
tinue to celebrate the great tradition of Sewanee athletics and 
look forward to a bright future for years to come.

Historic McGee Field (above) and Puett Field (left) got new synthetic turf, and two new courts were added to the 
Bruton-Guerry Tennis Center (opposite page).
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A L U M N I  N E W S

Vision in Action
It has been an enormous privilege and honor to serve my alma mater for the 
past two years as the president of the Associated Alumni. In April, I will pass 
the torch to the very capable Michael Payne, C’76. Michael has been a devoted 
member of the executive board of the Associated Alumni for the past several 
years, and he will be a terrific leader.

Even though Sewanee has been a big part of my life for a long time, my 
service on the executive board of the Associated Alumni has renewed my en-
thusiasm for the University. I am particularly excited about the vision of Vice-
Chancellor John McCardell and how that vision is being put into action on 
campus. Our governing boards have made bold decisions about tuition and 
other costs, and those decisions have positioned the University as a thought 
leader across the country.

And yet, change is happening while honoring our traditions. One of the 
most important parts of our relationship with the University has to do with 
the faculty, and our world-class faculty continues to engage with students both 
inside and outside of the classroom. The campus is alive with many new state-
of-the-art facilities and wonderful new academic programs, and the Domain 
itself is receiving new and important attention as a key asset for Sewanee. The 
School of Theology is one of the top seminaries for a residential theological 
education. And Sewanee continues to attract the best and brightest students 
from around the world.

But don’t just take my word for it. Alumni, parents, and students have all 
spoken through a number of surveys completed last year. The Alumni Factor, 
a college ranking platform based on alumni responses to questions about their 
college experience, listed Sewanee as the No. 1 college (out of 225 schools) 
for the second year in a row in the categories of “Intellectual Development” 
and “Social Development.” In a recent survey of current parents, 98 percent 
said they were “satisfied” or “very satisfied” with the education their sons and 
daughters are receiving at Sewanee. And according to the National Survey of 
Student Engagement, 97 percent of current Sewanee seniors rate their overall 
Sewanee experience “excellent” or “good,” and 92 percent would choose to 
attend Sewanee again.

The excitement is infectious, and the value of our degree has never been 
higher. As members of the Sewanee family, it is our responsibility to ensure 
that it continues to appreciate by recommending students, mentoring and 
hiring Sewanee graduates, and making financial gifts each year.

This is a great time to be a part of Sewanee!
 
Ecce Quam Bonum,
Sage SMiTh hoare, C’86
President, Associated Alumni

Save the Date
College Homecoming and Reunion 2014 is Nov. 7–9. Class years that 
end in a “4” or “9” are celebrating reunions this year, but the schedule 
will be filled with reasons for all alumni to return to the Mountain. For 
updates, visit www.sewaneegateway.com/homecomingandreunion.

Hike the Perimeter Trail
The ninth annual Perimeter Trail Hike 
weekend is set for April 10–11.  Join 
alumni, parents, and friends for a week-
end that celebrates one of the Univer-
sity’s greatest resources. The 22-mile 
hike (or half that if you choose) offers a 
great opportunity to visit Sewanee with 
friends and make new ones. Participants 
are pampered with meals, shuttles, and 
lots of fun. To read more, visit 
www.sewaneegateway.com/perimetertrail.

Nominations Open
The nominating committee of the 
Associated Alumni will meet in April 
to select alumni to serve Sewanee in a 
number of different ways. If you would 
like to nominate a fellow alumnus — or 
yourself — for one of the roles listed be-
low, please submit nominations online at 
www.sewaneegateway.com/nominations.

     Alumni Trustee
     Alumni Executive Board Member
     Distinguished Alumnus Award
     Distinguished Young Alumnus Award
     Athletic Hall of Fame
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1952
William “Brown” Patterson 
met Carrie Ryan, C’12, just 
beginning her second year at 
Oxford, at Magdalen College, 
where Brown was a student 
from 1953 to 1955. They were 
both attending the Rhodes 
110th Anniversary. Carrie was 
a volunteer helper along with 
other current Rhodes Scholars 
and Brown was a class leader 
charged with helping to get 
Rhodes Scholars to attend 
the anniversary. Carrie is at 
Green Templeton College. She 
also serves as an acolyte in 
the Magdalen College Chapel. 
The Rhodes events took place 
Sept. 18-20, 2013.

1957
Robert Scott and his wife, 
Dale, continue to be very 
involved with land conservation 
at the Wareham Land Trust in 
southeastern Massachussetts.

1964
Don Griffis was included in 
the list of The Best Lawyers 
in America 2014. He works in 
Jackson Walker’s San Angelo, 
Texas, office, specializing in 
litigation and arbitration.

1966
David Jockusch is semi-retired 
and still doing some work in 
retail natural foods and supple-
ments. He is also active with 
his local food co-op, Sevananda. 
He lives close to the Lake 
Claire Community Land Trust 
in Atlanta and is active on two 
committees and as a freelance 
greeter and guide there.

1967
John Bear and the Rev. Dr. 
Susan D. Bear, T’94, live in 
Hattiesburg, Miss., where John 
is a regional sales manager 
for Merrill Iron & Steel, Inc. 
Ed Bosworth is an associate 

professor of computer science 
at Columbus State University 
in Columbus, Ga., a position 
he has held since 2001. Rick 
Brewer is involved in cur-
riculum development for the 
Education for Ministry program 
from his home in Tulsa, Okla. 
Sam Graham traveled from 
Austin, Texas, to Odessa, 
Ukraine, where he taught 
at the Academy of Law as a 
Fulbright Scholar from Febru-
ary through May 2013. Sam 
can usually be found in Austin, 
where he is an attorney/me-
diator/arbitrator. He was sur-
prised in April with a visit from 
classmate Bob Hynson and 
they “had an amazing time.” 
Scott Harris and his wife, 
Anne, live in Lynnville, Tenn., 
just south of Columbia, at Fox 
Valley Farms, where they are 
farmers. They have five grown 
children. Sam Marynick and 
his wife, Sharon, live in Dallas, 
Texas, where he is program 
director at the Texas Center 
for Reproductive Health. Sam 
is one of the few physicians 
in the country who holds 
quadruple board certification 
in embryology, endocrinology-
metabolism, internal medicine, 
and andrology. Richard Ober-
dorfer and his wife, Wanda, 
live in Chesapeake, Va., where 
Richard is chair of the history 
and social sciences depart-
ment at Norfolk Academy. 
Terry Payne married his wife, 
also named Terry, on Oct. 5, 
2012, at Rose Hill Plantation 
in Bluffton, S.C. Terry and Terry 
have started their own busi-
ness, Your Hilton Head Island 
Wedding, a full-service wedding 
and event-planning company. 
Joque Soskis is a recently 
retired professor of criminal 
justice at the University of 
North Florida in Jacksonville. 
Joque spends much of each 
summer in Bavaria. Peter 
Stackpoole is a professor of 
medicine, biochemistry, and 
molecular biology at the Uni-
versity of Florida in Gainesville. 
Jim Stallworth retired to Have-

William “Brown” Patterson, 
C’52, met Carrie Ryan, C’12, 
just beginning her second year 
at Oxford, at Magdalen College, 
where Brown was a student 
from 1953 to 1955.

Terry Payne, C’67, with his new 
bride, Terry.

lock, N.C., on the Intracoastal 
Waterway, with his wife, Peggy, 
after working as an anesthe-
siologist in Charleston, S.C., 
Atlanta, and Burlington, N.C. 
Bob Stevenson and his wife, 
Mindy, live in Edgewater, Md., 
where Bob is active as a do-
cent and worker at the Thomas 
Point Lighthouse, a National 
Historic Landmark. P.R. Walter 
was recently featured in a 
Cataumet, Mass., newspaper 
for his efforts to clean up the 
Shining Sea Bikeway on the 
western edge of Cape Cod. 
He also recently made two 
holes-in-one and an eagle in 
the same week at Paul Harney 
Golf Course in East Falmouth, 
Mass. Miles Watkins is on the 
directing faculty of the Univer-
sity of the Southern California 
School of Cinematic Arts, 
teaching filmmaking to under-
grads and graduate students. 
He and his wife, Jocelyn, own 
and operate a successful 
acting studio where Jocelyn 
teaches over 100 actors at all 
levels.

1968
George Hopkins’ “String Quar-
tet — The Seven Principles” 
was performed by the Friction 
Quartet of San Francisco at 
the Sunnyvale, Calif., Unitar-
ian Universalist Fellowship of 
Sunnyvale Chapel on March 
10, 2013. Hopkins retired 

after a career in engineering 
in Silicon Valley in 2010 and 
composes music as a hobby. 
Several of his compositions, 
including an art song to Gerard 
Manley Hopkins’ poem “Pied 
Beauty” (which George read 
at Sewanee and remembered 
40 years later) have been 
performed for the public. Fred 
Northup has a new book, 
Winning More Than the Game, 
which uses sports as a plat-
form to develop character. The 
book is intended for coaches, 
parents, and anyone inter-
ested in their own growth. Fred 
founded Athletes for a Better 
World in 1998, and the organi-
zation recently honored golfer 
Jack Nicklaus, along with five 
college athletes, with the ninth 
annual John Wooden Citizen-
ship Cup. Larry Stevens and 
James Vaught, C’76, earned 
the Georgia Master Naturalist 
certification in May. A highlight 
of the nine-month course was 
an afternoon presentation by 
and field outing with Sewanee 
Biology Professor David 
Haskell, author of The Forest 
Unseen. The course was led 
by the Chattahoochee Nature 
Center’s education director, 
Tom Howick, husband of Lisa 
McDonough Howick, C’81, as-
sociate director of Sewanee’s 
Office of Career and Leader-
ship Development. Larry is 
a freelance writer in Atlanta. 
Ben Walker’s novel, Winds of 
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the South, was recently named 
a finalist for the Montaigne 
Medal, which is awarded each 
year by the Eric Hoffer Founda-
tion for a “thought-provoking 
book.” Winds also received 
an honorable mention in the 
legacy fiction category, which 
is for novels published prior to 
2012. Critiqued by U.S. Review 
of Books, Winds is said to be 
“beautifully written, history 
and characters come alive and 
readers are transported to 
another time and place.”

1970
Art Ballard owns a wrought-
iron design firm in South 
Florida. Tom Daniel lives in 
California and is enjoying 
retirement from teaching 
school. David Eggleston is 
selling real estate in Wilm-
ington, N.C. Michael Fuller’s 
architectural business is very 
active with new installations 

of solar energy. He lives in 
Aspen, Colo. Reagan Houston 
is active in energy exploration 
and works with his wife, Tricia, 
who does oilfield title work. 
Jay Jamieson has returned to 
Texas State University after 
teaching in Thailand. He now 
teaches foreign and domestic 
criminal law. Ken Murphree is 
involved with asset manage-
ment in Mooreville, Miss. Mike 
Newman has retired from his 
family’s printing business and 
lives in College Station, Texas. 
After graduating from the U.S. 
Naval Academy, he spent 26 
years in the Navy. Cy Quadland 
works at Marsh Inc. in private 
equity. He works in Manhattan. 
Allen Wood is working as a 
teacher and counselor in New 
Hampshire.

1971
Todd Ison ran the St. George 
Marathon in Utah on Oct. 5, 

Ben Walker’s, C’68, novel, 
Winds of the South, was recently 
named a finalist for the Mon-
taigne Medal, which is awarded 
each year by the Eric Hoffer 
Foundation.

Todd Ison, C’71, ran the St. 
George Marathon in Utah on 
Oct. 5, 2013, in 4:02 and 
qualified in his age group for 
the 2015 Boston Marathon. As 
he crossed the finish line, he 
shouted “I’m Boston bound!”

James Vaught, C’76, (left) and Larry Stevens, C’68, (right), recipi-
ents of Georgia Master Naturalist certification in May. The course 
was led by the Chattahoochee Nature Center’s education director, 
Tom Howick (center), husband of Lisa McDonough Howick, C’81, 
associate director of Sewanee’s Office of Career and Leadership 
Development.

KEEP IN TOUCH!
We know exciting things have happened since you left the 
Mountain. Let us know about your new job, promotion, 
marriage or family addition. Send news to: 
 classnotes@sewanee.edu or
 Buck Butler
 Office of Marketing & Communications
 735 University Avenue
 Sewanee, TN 37383-1000

Deadlines and policies Class notes deadlines fall about 
10 weeks before the magazine is published. Sewanee 
magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please 
let us know about weddings, births, and degrees received 
after they have happened. 

Alumni photograph policies We accept photos of 
Sewanee groups at weddings and other special events. With 
the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni 
pictured; birth date, parents’ names, and class years with 
photos of children; dates and locations of events pictured. 
 Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; 
color is preferred. Prints should be on glossy paper with no 
surface texture. Prints will be returned at your request; write 
your name and address on the back.
 Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 300 pixels per 
inch and 4 x 6 in. minimum dimension. Low-resolution 
photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.

C L A S S  N O T E S
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Marcia Clarkson and members 
of the Class of 1977 attend 
the wedding of Helen Eckinger, 
daughter of Maibeth Porter. 
Pictured sitting (left to right): 
Joanne Boyd, Maibeth Porter, 
Betsy Cox. Standing (left to 
right): Marcia Clarkson, Nora 
Frances McRae.

Lisa Actor, C’79, published Rebel Raiders, her first book for children, 
in March 2013.

Amelia M. Campbell, C’82, a 
shareholder with the law firm of 
Fowler White Boggs in Tampa, 
has been elected President of 
the Athena Society. 

Susan Wilmeth Yoe, C’83, organist at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Prince Frederick, Md., invited Michael Petrosh, C’13, to play a 
recital at the church. Pictured, left to right: Stewart Low, C’83; the 
Rev. Carl Wright, T’14; Andrea Rabalais Petrosh, C’86; Michael 
Petrosh, Jim Yoe, C’81; and Susan Wilmeth Yoe.

2013, in 4:02 and qualified 
in his age group for the 2015 
Boston Marathon. Todd sug-
gests that all Sewanee alumni 
who are Boston qualifiers 
should meet up in Boston for 
the race. George Waterhouse 
qualified to play in the U.S. 
Golf Association National Senior 
Amateur Championship. This 
was his second qualification.

1976
Bill Caldwell and his wife, 
CeCe Smith Caldwell, C’77, 
have retired and moved from 
Winston-Salem, N.C., where 
they lived for 30 years, to 
Kapa’a, on the island of Kauai, 
Hawaii. James Vaught and 
Larry Stevens, C’68, earned 
the Georgia Master Naturalist 
certification in May. A highlight 
of the nine-month course was 
an afternoon presentation by 
and field outing with Sewanee 
Biology Professor David 
Haskell, author of The Forest 
Unseen. The course was led 
by the Chattahoochee Nature 
Center’s education director, 
Tom Howick, husband of Lisa 
McDonough Howick, C’81, as-
sociate director of Sewanee’s 
Office of Career and Leader-
ship Development. James is 
a teacher at the Brandon Hall 
School in Atlanta.

1977
CeCe Smith Caldwell and her 
husband Bill Caldwell, C’76, 
have retired and moved from 
Winston-Salem, N.C., where 
they lived for 30 years, to 
Kapa’a, on the island of Kauai, 
Hawaii.

1978
Pat Boswell is completing her 
second year at Wake Forest 
University’s School of Divinity, 
where she is pursuing a mas-
ter’s in divinity after retiring 
from municipal government in 
2011.

Stewart Thomas, C’84, and 
Alistair Hutchings, C’16, sailed 
in the Marion, Mass., to Ber-
muda Yacht Race aboard The 
Spirit of Bermuda.
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Mass., to create a contempo-
rary sculpture, Wisdom Lines, 
which will become a perma-
nent memorial to honor social 
justice activist and Rosie’s 
Place founder Kip Tiernan. Us-
ing LED sculpture to emit text 
and light, Morrison will com-
municate Tiernan’s visions of 
charity and outreach. She has 
also been commissioned as 
the creator of Parallel Frames 
of Reference, which will be 
permanently installed and dis-
played at seven Chicago Tran-
sit Authority Red Line North 
stations that were recently 
rehabilitated. Virginia Phillippi 
became the first director of 
the North American Recipro-
cal Museum Association, the 
largest reciprocal membership 
program in the world.

1988 

Joe Johnston is vice president 
of research at Lantern Part-
ners in Chicago.

1989
Sheri Joseph’s third book, 
Where You Can Find Me, was 
published by Thomas Dunne 
Books/St. Martin’s Press 
in April. She was listed by 
Creative Loafing in Atlanta’s 
20 People to Watch in 2013. 
Michael Reeves is managing 
director at Vermillion Asset 
Management in New York City. 
Vermillion is a commodities-
focused hedge fund/asset 
management business operat-
ing as the liquid markets 
commodities trading arm of 
The Carlyle Group. On June 
30, Michael finished a six-year 
term on the board of the Asso-
ciation of Investment Manage-
ment Sales Executives (AIMSE) 
where, among other roles, he 
chaired the 5th Annual AIMSE/
Pensions & Investments 
Hedge Fund Conference. 
Michael is looking forward to 
seeing classmates at the 25th 
reunion in the fall.

1979
Lisa Actor published Rebel 
Raiders, her first book for 
children, in March 2013. The 
novel came out in time for the 
150th anniversary of a family 
story that occurred during the 
Civil War and has been passed 
down through four generations.

1981
Cat Fenner and her partner, 
Lee Wilson, recently finished 
their art festival season at the 
Virginia Beach Boardwalk Art 
Show in June, marking their 
27th festival in the 16 months 
of touring since Au Naturale 
Organic Images’ inception. Cat 
has enjoyed seeing long-lost 
Sewanee faces along the 
way, and Suzy Newton, C’78, 
handles their bookkeeping.

1982
Amelia M. Campbell, a share-
holder with the law firm of 
Fowler White Boggs in Tampa, 
has been elected President 
of the Athena Society. The 
Athena Society is dedicated to 
creating a forum for interac-
tion and collaboration and to 
improving the status of women 
through equality. Amelia was 
also named a Top 50 Female 
Florida Super Lawyer by Florida 
Super Lawyers and named to 
The Best Lawyers in America 
2014 edition in the area of 
trusts and estates.

1984
Stewart Thomas and Sewanee 
student Alistair Hutchings, 
C’16, sailed in the Marion, 
Mass., to Bermuda Cruising 
Yacht Race aboard The Spirit of 
Bermuda.

1986
Deedee Morrison has part-
nered with Rosie’s Place, 
a sanctuary for poor and 
homeless women in Boston, 

Michael Reeves, C’89, and his family on vacation.

Mark Herron, C’92, and 
Todd Wass, C’03, met on the 
marathon course of Ironman 
Louisville.

Greer Mallette, C’93, was 
named in the Alabama Super 
Lawyers of 2013 in the area of 
real estate.

Alexandra Ollinger, C’97, is the 
newest member of Truepoint 
Inc., a fee-only wealth manage-
ment firm in Cincinatti, Ohio.

Lauren Clark Wilkes, C’98, 
completed a rigorous 17-month 
executive format of the highly re-
garded Else School of Manage-
ment at Millsaps College’s MBA 
program. On May 11, 2013, the 
inaugural cohort of the Millsaps 
College business program con-
ferred degrees on 13 students, 
including Lauren. Pictured, left 
to right: Millsaps College Dean 
S. Keith Dunn, Else School of 
Management Dean Kimberly 
Gladwell Burke, Lauren Clark 
Wilkes, and Millsaps College 
President Rob Pearigen, C’76.

C L A S S  N O T E S
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1991
Molly Hood Craig recently be-
came president of the Interna-
tional Association of Defense 
Counsel, an invitation-only pro-
fessional association for cor-
porate and insurance defense 
lawyers around the world. Kim 
McCrea Wilton and husband, 
Shawn Wilton, welcomed twin 
boys, Jenson and Wyatt, to the 
family on Nov. 29, 2012.

1992
Mark Herron and Todd Wass, 
C’03, met on the marathon 
course of Ironman Louisville, 
a race that includes a 2.4-mile 
swim, 112-mile bike, and 26.2-
mile run. They completed the 
race together.

1993
Greer Mallette was included 
in the Alabama Super Lawyers 
of 2013 in the area of real 
estate.

1995
Kevin West’s book, Saving the 
Season, is now available for 
purchase. Kevin is a certified 
master food preserver and his 
book is a cook’s guide to can-
ning, pickling, and preserving 
inspired by his nostalgia and 
love for fresh American fruits 
and vegetables.

1996
Melissa Riley recently pub-
lished a book on the 2010 
thousand-year flood in Ten-
nessee. Waves of Change is a 
compilation of the struggles 
and advice of a flood survivor, 
a rescue and recovery special-
ist, and a family grief coun-
selor. Sewanee is mentioned 
in the dedication at the front of 
the book. Kathryn Thompson 
was the first-place winner as 
both stock picker and earnings 
estimator in the construction 
material sector of the Star-

Cynthia Norman Williams, C’98, 
and her husband, Kevin, wel-
comed their second child, son 
Hayes Ezell Williams, on March 
26, 2013, in Birmingham, Ala.

Joe and Janie Mebane Mobley, 
both C’99, welcomed their third 
daughter, Ann Mebane Mobley, 
on July 13, 2013.

Alison Clyde Sural, C’99, and 
Jeffrey Ronald Sural welcomed 
their second son, Hugh Nolan, 
on March 16, 2013.

Britt and Ryan Kelly, both C’01, 
announce the birth of their son, 
Allen James Kelly, on Aug. 14, 
2013.

Courtney Christy Kelly, C’01, 
and Justin Kelly welcomed their 
daughter, Margaret Virginia Kelly, 
on Feb. 14, 2013.

Mine Analyst Awards. She was 
one of only four analysts, out 
of 61 sectors, to receive a No. 
1 ranking in both categories. 
Kathryn previously placed No. 
1 in 2010 and 2012.

1997
Kimberly Harvin Bryant and 
family live in Houston, where 
her husband, Todd, is rec-
tor at Ascension Episcopal 
Church. Kimberly stays busy 
doing volunteer work at the 
church and at Ascension 
Episcopal School, where her 
three children attend school. 
Alexandra Huffman Ollinger 
recently became the newest 
shareholder in Truepoint Inc., 
a fee-only wealth management 
firm in Cincinnati, Ohio. After 
graduating from Sewanee, 
she earned her MBA from the 
Tuck School of Business at 
Dartmouth and joined True-
point soon after, in 2004. She 
specializes in the coordination 
of multi-generational wealth, 
with a particular focus on phil-
anthropic planning and family 
meeting facilitation.

1998
Lauren Clark Wilkes com-
pleted a rigorous 17-month 
executive format of the highly 
regarded Else School of Man-
agement at Millsaps College’s 
MBA program. On May 11, 
2013, the inaugural cohort of 
the Millsaps College business 
program conferred degrees 
on 13 students. As Millsaps 
President Rob Pearigen, C’76, 
awarded one of those degrees 
to Lauren, he said, “Congratu-
lations — again!” She replied, 
“Yea, Sewanee’s Right!” 
Cynthia Norman Williams and 
her husband, Kevin, welcomed 
their second child, son Hayes 
Ezell Williams, on March 26, 
2013, in Birmingham, Ala.

Ryan Boylan, C’02, and Stepha-
nie Boylan welcomed their 
first child, a son, Joshua Ryan 
Boylan, on June 19, 2013.

Austin Bruner, C’01, was wel-
comed into the Class of 2014 
of Leadership South Carolina, 
the state’s oldest and most 
recognized leadership develop-
ment program.
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Dana Woods Carotenuto, C’03, and Nick Carot-
enuto welcomed their second daughter, Phoebe 
June Carotenuto, on June 27, 2012.

Erin Tatum Engle, C’03, and her husband, Nick, wel-
comed their daughter, Piper Avery, on May 2, 2013.

Brittany Ames Apple, C’04, hus-
band Joe, and oldest son Jack 
Apple welcomed Colin Patrick 
Apple on Sept. 14, 2012.

Cameron Land, C’05, married 
Devin Bryant on June 29, 2013, 
in Washington, D.C. Sewanee 
alumni in attendance included: 
Mary Beth Campbell, C’05; 
Beth Bell, C’05; Meg King, 
C’05; Nancy Tujague, C’05; 
Tyler Johnson, C’05; Sarah Ox-
ford, C’05; Laura Howell, C’05; 
Bess Allen, C’05; Lee Allen, 
C’05; and Lee Guerry, C’80.

Jennifer Cordeau, C’05, married 
Sudip Manandhar on May 11, 
2013, in Cleveland, Tenn.

Nicole Bermel Dunlap, C’05, 
married John Marshall Dunlap in 
Nassau, Bahamas, on March 9, 
2013.

C L A S S  N O T E S

1999
Joe and Janie Mebane Mobley 
are happy to announce the 
birth of their third daughter, 
Ann Mebane Mobley, on 
July 13, 2013. Alison Clyde 
Sural and Jeffrey Ronald Sural 
celebrated the birth of their 
second son, Hugh Nolan, on 
March 16, 2013. They live in 
Annapolis, Md.

2001
Austin Bruner was welcomed 
into the Class of 2014 of 
Leadership South Carolina, 
the state’s oldest and most 
recognized leadership develop-
ment program. Austin is an 
assistant county attorney for 
Charleston County. Britt and 
Ryan Kelly announce the birth 
of their son, Allen James Kelly, 
on Aug. 14, 2013. Allen joins 
big brother Edwin, and the Kel-
ly family resides in Charleston, 
S.C. Courtney Christy Kelly 
and Justin Kelly welcomed 
Margaret Virginia Kelly on Feb. 
14, 2013.

2002
Ryan Boylan is pursuing his 
Ph.D. in foreign language 
education at Georgia State 
University. He is currently an 
instructor of Spanish at the 
University of North Georgia 
on the Gainesville campus. 
Ryan and his wife, Stephanie, 
are pleased to announce the 
birth of their first child, a son, 
Joshua Ryan Boylan, on June 
19, 2013. Caroline Catts-Xie 
was recently hired by Holy 
Innocents Episcopal School 
in Atlanta, Ga., to be the new 
part-time high school Manda-
rin teacher. She also works 
part-time in Cobb County as 
a school counselor at Ken-
nesaw Mountain High School. 
Melissa Habel spent last sum-
mer in Mozambique providing 
health communication support 
and monitoring and evaluation 
assistance for the country’s 
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voluntary medical male circum-
cision program as part of the 
Centers for Disease Control’s 
International Experience and 
Technical Assistance program. 
Tyler Thompson and Janie 
Wise, C’08, were married in 
Washington, D.C., on April 13, 
2013.

2003
Dana Woods Carotenuto and 
Nick Carotenuto welcomed 
their second daughter, Phoebe 
June Carotenuto, born on 
June 27, 2012. Erin Tatum 
Engle and her husband, Nick, 
welcomed their daughter, Piper 
Avery, born on May 2, 2013. 
Brooke Swafford is in her sec-
ond year with American Coun-
cils for International Education. 
Since joining the non-profit 
organization’s Moscow office, 
she has visited Kyiv, Saratov, 
and Yaroslavl to train and re-
cruit for its Future Leaders Ex-
change Program, which is cel-
ebrating its 20th anniversary. 
She works full-time with FLEX 
alumni and encourages anyone 
interested in hosting a high 
school student from Eurasia to 
contact her. Brooke returned 
to campus to visit a Sewanee 
Russian class during her 
Thanksgiving vacation in 2012. 
Katie Ward-Bartlett married 
Chris Bartlett in January 2013 
and moved to Blacksburg, Va., 
the next month. In August, she 
received a Ph.D. in business 
administration and started her 
new job as assistant profes-
sor of management at Virginia 
Tech.

2004
Brittany Ames Apple, husband 
Joe, and oldest son Jack Apple 
welcomed Colin Patrick Apple 
on Sept. 14, 2012. Megan 
Talley Galloway and Justin 
Galloway, C’07, welcomed the 
birth of their son, Avery Kent 
Galloway, on April 10, 2013.

Skye Fost Gratton, C’05, and her husband, 
Kristian, welcomed their daughter, Olive McKinley 
Gratton, on Nov. 27, 2012. Godparents Leah and 
Andrew Mantini, both C’05, helped welcome her 
to the Episcopal Church along with Rector Glenda 
Curry, T’02.

Richard Huntpalmer, C’05, and his wife, Bryn 
Huntpalmer, C’08, welcomed a son, Darwin Doug-
las Huntpalmer, on Aug. 1, 2013.

Malia Chang Martin, C’05, married Kirk Martin at the St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans on May 19, 
2012. Pictured, back row, left to right: Meg Lemon Thomas, C’06; John Thomas, C’04; Nicole Manley, 
C’05; Mary Bullard, C’05; Rachel Macrorie-Fairweather Hargrove, C’05; Hilary Worne Jarvis, C’05; 
Bunny Boyd Howell, C’05; Elliott Dement, C’06; Margaret Anne Ryburn, C’06; Todd Wass, C’03. Middle 
row, left to right: Lauren Lively, C’06; Ashley Ruggieri, C’06; Anne Wise, C’06; Sarah Bridges Hales, 
C’05; Sarah Vandergriff, C’03. Front row: Malia Chang Martin, Kirk Martin.

Melissa Early, C’07, who was an environmental 
policy major at Sewanee, graduated from the 
University of Montana in May 2012 with an MS in 
resource conservation.

Justin Galloway, C’07, and Megan Talley Gallo-
way, C’04, welcomed the birth of their son, Avery 
Kent Galloway, on April 10, 2013.
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John Bomar, C’08, married Kaitlin Nagle on Aug. 24, 2013, at Camp Greystone in Tuxedo, N.C. Sewanee 
alumni in attendance included Gunn Murphy, C’07; Clancy Ballenger, C’09; Thomas Nielsen, C’08; 
Molly Nielsen, C’07; Allen Wood, C’08; Gary Grizzle, C’08; Peter Neville, C’08; Lauren Willett, C’07; 
Rhett Smith, C’08; Haynes Burnett, C’08; Bill Stirling, C’64; Odon von Werssowetz, C’08; Camden 
Hodge, C’08; Nancy Harloe, C’08; JD Hague, C’08; Deirdre Ehret, C’10; and Courtland Leer, C’08.

Tyler Thompson, C’02, and Janie Wise, C’08, were married in Washington, D.C., on April 13, 2013. 
Seated, left to right: Mary Peterkin, C’08; Bess Caughran Allen, C’05; Anne Wise, C’06; Tyler Thomp-
son; Janie Wise Thompson; Isabel Casteleiro, C’08; Liz Cleveland, C’08; Mary White Martin, C’08; 
Deirdre Ehret, C’10. Second row (standing), left to right: Neal Smith, C’02; Sarah Wideman, C’08; Peter 
Neville, C’08; Jake Dougher, C’08; Francis Lynch, C’09; Cathy Cochrain, C’09; Hayes Jernigan, C’08; 
Sydney Paul, C’08; Wilson Bonner, C’09; Nancy Harloe, C’08; Gunn Murphy, C’08; Marcy Tickner, 
C’08; Beverly Burden, C’08; Cathy Milward, C’02; Liz Sweezey, C’07. Third row and beyond, left to right: 
Nick Platt, C’12; David Caughran, C’10; Lee Allen, C’05; Chase Neal, C’02; Camp Kilcollin, C’02; Beth 
Sherrard Fernandes, C’01; Will Tor, C’08; Gerrit Lansing, C’07; Allen Wood, C’08; Clayton Worthington, 
C’08; Harry Peery, C’08; Kevin Karpay, C’08; JD Hague, C’08; Zach Leskosky, C’07; Fran Armour, 
C’08; Webb Milward, C’03; Bart Pride, C’02; and Kav Milward, C’02.

C L A S S  N O T E S

2005
Kirk Battle recently published 
his first science-fiction novel, 
Space Lawyer. From the book 
jacket: “In a world where 
women are in power and men 
are struggling to find a new 
identity, apprentice space 
lawyer Lane is about to find 
out that change has a heavy 
price.” Jennifer Cordeau mar-
ried Sudip Manandhar on May 
11, 2013, in Cleveland, Tenn. 
Nicole Bermel Dunlap married 
John Marshall Dunlap in Nas-
sau, Bahamas, on March 9, 
2013. They live in Memphis, 
Tenn., where Nicole practices 
labor and employment law as 
an associate with Littler Men-
delson, P.C. Skye Fost Gratton 
and her husband, Kristian, 
welcomed their daughter, Olive 
McKinley Gratton, on Nov. 
27, 2012. Godparents Leah 
and Andrew Mantini helped 
welcome her to the Episco-
pal Church along with Rector 
Glenda Curry, T’02. Dr. John 
Semmer, C’65, also celebrated 
with the couple. Richard 
Huntpalmer and his wife, Bryn, 
C’08, welcomed a son, Darwin 
Douglas Huntpalmer on Aug. 1, 
2013. Richard graduated with 
his JD from the University of 
Arkansas School of Law in May 
2013 and was admitted to the 
Oregon State Bar in October. 
Cameron Land married Devin 
Bryant on June 29, 2013, in 
Washington, D.C. Malia Chang 
Martin married Kirk Martin at 
the St. Louis Cathedral in New 
Orleans on May 19, 2012. 
The couple currently lives in 
Atlanta.

2007
Melissa Early, who was an 
environmental policy major 
at Sewanee, graduated from 
the University of Montana 
in May 2012 with an MS in 
resource conservation. Her 
thesis investigated methods of 
co-existence among ranchers, 
farmers, and native preda-
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tors. Currently, she is work-
ing as a wilderness ranger in 
the Salmon-Challis National 
Forest in Idaho but dreams of 
returning to the South one day 
as an organic farmer. Justin 
Galloway and Megan Talley 
Galloway, C’04, welcomed the 
birth of their son, Avery Kent 
Galloway, on April 10, 2013.

2008
John Bomar married Kaitlin 
Nagle on Aug. 24, 2013 at 
Camp Greystone in Tuxedo, 
N.C. Bryn Huntpalmer and her 
husband, Richard, C’05, wel-
comed a son, Darwin Douglas 
Huntpalmer on Aug. 1, 2013. 
Bryn accepted a position as 
director of development for 
Oregon Coast Community 
College in September 2013. 
Margaret McCall moved to 
Seattle, Wash., to join Amazon 
Publishing as promotional copy 
manager, overseeing the cre-
ation of back-cover copy, prod-
uct descriptions, and market-
ing text for all books published 
by the team. Previously, she 
was with Amazon’s publish-
ing subsidiary CreateSpace in 
Charleston, S.C. Nancy Bryant 
Pappas and Alex Pappas, 
C’09, were married June 29, 
2013, in Norfolk, Va. They live 
on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
D.C. Janie Wise and Tyler 
Thompson, C’02, got married 
in Washington, D.C., on April 
13, 2013. Justin Woodard re-
cently completed his two-year 
clerkship on the federal district 
court in Charleston, S.C. He is 
now an associate attorney in 
White & Case’s Washington, 
D.C., office.

2009
Alex Pappas and Nancy Bry-
ant Pappas, C’08, were mar-
ried June 29, 2013, in Norfolk, 
Va. They live on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C.

Nancy Bryant Pappas, C’08, and Alex Pappas, C’09, were married on June 29, 2013, in Norfolk, Va. 
Back row, left to right: Alex Caffey, C’08; Robby Shaul, C’10; Andin Mullis, C’08; Philip Powell, C’10; 
Kate Reed, C’08; Amy Hill, C’07; Julia Oettinger, C’08; Charlotte Bryant, C’12; Nancy Bryant Pappas; 
Alex Pappas; Breck Pappas, C’12; Claire Prechter, C’07; Brewer Adams, C’09; Matt Pitner, C’07; Mary 
Kathryn Pitner, C’07; Griffin Fry, C’10; Scott Knittle, C’04; Whitaker Elledge, C’07; Carlton Carroll, 
C’05. Second row, left to right: David Sierk, C’07; Clark Welch, C’08; Jeremiah Young, C’08; John Guin, 
C’10; Tim Prechter, C’08; Clay Stewart, C’08; Megan Hua, C’10; Bryan Holladay, C’10; Leigh Ruffin, 
C’09; Jane Bartlett Pappas, C’15. Front: Russell Riehl, C’08.

Robby Shaul and Megan Hua, both C’10, were married on June 9, 2013, in Charlotte, N.C. Back row, 
from left to right: Jean Parks, C’82; Lee Parks, C’81; James Riley, C’10; Beth Parks, C’10; Cole Larsen, 
C’10; Sam Johnson, C’10; Joe Appleyard, C’10. Third row: Tamra Stegall, C’10; Caitlin Cutchin, C’10; 
Kelly Fisk, C’10; Melissa Moore, C’10; Elizabeth Boddiford, C’12; Ben Rust, C’10; Chelsea Wyss, 
C’10; Peter Watt, C’10; Franklin Ammons, C’10; Philip Powell, C’10. Second row, left to right: Darcy 
Cooper, C’09; Erin Rankin, C’10; Allison Slocum, C’10; Amory Walker, C’10; Laura LaMonica, C’10; 
Maggie Compton, C’10; John Guin, C’10; Bryan Holladay, C’10; Taylor Stavely, C’13; Emily Stieben, 
C’12; Caitlin Rogers, C’11; Porter Jennings, C’10; Kit Deppe, C’10. Front row, left to right: Alex Pappas, 
C’09; David Thompson, C’02; Lisa Shaul Thompson, C’02; Sarah Clark, C’11; and Megan Hua and 
Robby Shaul.

ReunionYear
November 7–9
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 In Memoriam

Obituaries are published for alumni of 
the College of Arts and Sciences and 
select friends of the University. 
Sewanee magazine’s policy is to 
publish the names of surviving spouses. 
Due to space limitations, other survi-
vors may not be listed.

John Duncan, C’44, of New 
Smyrna Beach, Fla., died on 
Dec. 13, 2013. During his time 
at Sewanee, he was a member 
of Alpha Tau Omega. He was 
a Navy veteran and buyer for 
Exxon Oil.

Brannon Huddleston, C’48, of 
Nashville, Tenn., died on Oct. 
12, 2013. He attended Se-
wanee, where he was a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, after 
serving in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. He later earned 
a law degree from YMCA Night 
Law School. For 29 years, he 
worked in the trust department 
at First American Bank. After-
ward, he joined his brother Bob 
as a co-owner of Nashville Ply-
wood, where he retired in 1992. 
He is survived by three children 
and seven grandchildren.

Howard “Kelly” Seibels, C’48, 
of Mountain Brook, Ala., died on 
Oct. 14, 2013. He attended Se-
wanee, where he was a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, until he 
was enlisted in the U.S. Army, 
joining the war effort. In August 
1944, his group was captured 
and he spent the rest of the 
war as a prisoner of war. He re-
turned to Sewanee afterward to 
finish with honors. After return-
ing to Birmingham, Ala., he ran 
Birmingham Fire and Casualty 
for many years. He later worked 
as a broker with Berney Perry 
Co. and then Smith Barney as 
vice president.

William R. Bell Sr., C’50, of 
Pensacola, Fla., died on July 28, 
2013. He served in the U.S. 
Navy as World War II drew to a 

C L A S S  N O T E S

2010
Ben Huelskamp earned a mas-
ter’s degree at the University 
of Vermont and accepted a 
position at the University of 
North Carolina in Chapel Hill 
as a community director, a 
guide for students in the local 
residential communities. While 
on campus for an interview, he 
reconnected with Brian Fen-
nessy, C’12, who is working on 
his Ph.D. at UNC. William Bar-
rington King III married Leigh 
Anne Pickett, C’11, in Mari-
etta, Ga., on Sept. 8, 2012. 
Robby Shaul and Megan Hua 
were married on June 9, 2013, 
in Charlotte, N.C.

2011
Leigh Anne Pickett married 
William Barrington King III, 
C’10, in Marietta, Ga., on 
Sept. 8, 2012. Erica Teasley 
graduated from the University 
of Georgia with an M.S. in ecol-
ogy on Aug. 2, 2013. She has 

Leigh Anne Pickett, C’11, married William Barrington King III, C’10, in Marietta, Ga., on Sept. 8, 2012. 
Sewanee alumni in attendance included: Lawrence Coffey, C’10; Meghan Plummer, C’10; Lizzie Mc-
Cleskey, C’11; Mick Sheedy, C’11; Ted Robinson, C’11; Laura Bownes, C’12; Michael Clayton, C’08; 
Sarah Peacock, C’13; Danny Speake, C’12; Austin Stephenson, C’09; Avery Bullock, C’12; Rob Keith, 
C’07; Drew Mather, C’09; Matt Von Lunen, C’11; Caitlyn White, C’10; Maggie Vu, C’12; Allen Jam-
erson, C’09; Alex Bell, C’10; Parker Graham, C’10; Tripp DuBose, C’10; Jeb Bryan, C’11; Tee Neely, 
C’12; Peter Vu, C’12; Thomas Hoff, C’12; Jessica Deimler, C’14; Mary Beth Royal, C’14; Will Edwards, 
C’12; Zoey Kortz, C’11; Eliza Philpott, C’11; Kat Dembergh, C’11; Will Bostwick, C’10; Malcolm Tay-
lor, C’13; Thomas Ewers, C’08; Robbie McNaughton, C’08; Ruth McVay, C’09; Forbes Mann, C’10; Phil 
Kuntz, C’11; Emma Mitchell, C’13;  J.W. Sillay, C’10; Jenny Robb, C’11; and Charles Nelson, C’08.

received the National Science 
Foundation Integrative Gradu-
ate Education and Research 
Traineeship Fellowship in wa-
tershed science and policy and 
will start work toward her Ph.D. 
in zoology at Southern Illinois 
University. During this time, 
she will be working on stream 
and wetland restoration.

2012
Margaret Day recently moved 
to Columbus, Ohio, to begin 
the Ph.D. program in clas-
sics at Ohio State University. 
She was awarded the Susan 
L. Huntington Dean’s Distin-
guished University Fellowship, 
the most prestigious fellow-
ship offered to new, incoming 
graduate students at OSU. 
Carrie Ryan met William 
“Brown” Patterson, C’52, at 
Magdalen College, Oxford, 
where Brown was a student 
from 1953 to 1955. They were 
both attending the Rhodes 
110th Anniversary. Carrie was 

a volunteer helper along with 
other current Rhodes Scholars, 
and Brown was a class leader 
charged with helping to get 
Rhodes Scholars to attend 
the anniversary. Carrie is in 
her second year at Oxford’s 
Green Templeton College. She 
also serves as an acolyte in 
the Magdalen College Chapel.  
The Rhodes events took place 
Sept. 18-20, 2013.

2013
Slater Ottenritter started his 
new job as assistant lacrosse 
coach at Sewanee in Septem-
ber 2013.
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close. Upon discharge, he at-
tended Sewanee and graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa with a degree 
in history. He played football 
and basketball from 1946 to 
1948 and served as captain 
of both teams. He was named 
First Team All-Southern in 1947, 
was twice a First Team Little All-
American at fullback (1947-48), 
and was inducted into the Se-
wanee Athletics Hall of Fame in 
2004. He graduated from Duke 
University’s College of Medicine 
and completed his pediatric 
residency and an endocrinology 
fellowship at Baylor College of 
Medicine Hospitals in 1957. 
He returned to Pensacola to 
practice privately as a board-cer-
tified pediatrician and pediatric 
endocrinologist until 1969. Bell 
created the area’s first and only 
children’s hospital at Sacred 
Heart Hospital. He became its 
first medical director, a position 
he held until 1986. In 1986, 
President Reagan appointed 
Bell as the founding director 
of the National Institutes of 
Health’s Office of Substance 
Abuse Prevention, the federal 
government’s first substance 
abuse prevention program. 
When he returned to Pensacola, 
he served as medical director of 
District I of Children’s Medical 
Services from 1989 until 2001 
and as director of the Escambia 
County Health Department, 
during which time he started the 
“We Care” program (matching 
uninsured residents to volunteer 
medical providers). In 1992, he 
became the first medical advi-
sor to Focus on the Family. He 
is survived by his wife, Nell, six 
children, 20 grandchildren, and 
13 great-grandchildren.

The Rev. David A. Fort, C’50, 
T’61, of Spartanburg, S.C., died 
on July 28, 2013. He attended 
Sewanee and then Wofford 
College, and later earned his 
master’s of divinity degree 
from The School of Theology. 
During World War II, he honor-
ably served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps in the Pacific. He then 

served as an Episcopal priest in 
Mississippi and South Caro-
lina. He is survived by his wife, 
Peggy, three children, including 
Margaret Fort Bridgforth, C’79, 
and Daniel Fort, C’80, and five 
grandchildren.

Henry Critchfield Hutson, C’50, 
of Charleston, S.C., died on July 
14, 2013. He served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps from the age of 
17 until the end of World War II. 
Hutson attended the Citadel as 
a veteran student for one year 
before entering Sewanee, where 
he was a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega. He then studied law at 
the University of South Carolina 
before he was recalled to active 
duty in the Korean War from 
1953 until 1956, where he 
served in naval intelligence in 
Washington, D.C., before being 
deployed to Korea. He retired 
from the Marine Corps Reserve 
as a major after 20 years of 
service. He was a school ad-
ministrator, teacher, coach, and 
former headmaster at Christ 
School in Arden, N.C., Sewanee 
Academy, and East Cooper 
School in Mt. Pleasant, S.C. He 
earned his master’s degree in 
education at Western Carolina 
University. He is survived by his 
wife, Harriet, and two children.

Joseph A. Sperry III, C’50, of 
Knoxville, Tenn., died on July 
5, 2013. During World War II, 
he served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces, participating in the 
liberation of France. He then 
returned to attend Sewanee, 
where he was a member of 
Kappa Sigma. After a year of 
study at General Seminary in 
New York City, he decided to 
pursue a career in accounting 
and opened a practice with his 
father in Dade City, Fla., where 
he served as city commissioner 
and mayor. In 1968, he moved 
with his family to Orlando, Fla., 
where he spent the rest of his 
career as an internal auditor for 
Florida Gas Company. He served 
on the vestries of St. Mary’s in 
Dade City, Fla., and St. Mi-

chael’s of All Angels in Orlando, 
Fla. He is survived by three 
children, three stepchildren, and 
10 grandchildren.

Robert I. Smith, C’52, of Man-
chester Township, N.J., died on 
May 2, 2012. During his time at 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
Beta Theta Pi. Robert received 
his Ph.D. in biology from Utah 
State University. He spent many 
years as a wildlife biologist for 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
in Laurel, Md., before retiring 
in 1993. He is survived by 
his wife, K. Penny Scott, two 
children, two stepchildren, two 
grandchildren, and 12 step-
grandchildren.

William D. McCann, C’54, 
of Wilmington, N.C., died on 
June 24, 2013. He attended 
Sewanee and graduated from 
the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi. He served in the U.S. 

Navy as operations officer on 
the USS John A. Bole. He retired 
after 34 years of service as gen-
eral manager of Purissima Hills 
Water District in California. He 
also served as past president 
of Peninsula Water Works As-
sociation and was the treasurer 
for the San Francisco Bay Area 
Water Users Association for 11 
years. In 1974, he rescued and 
saved the life of a fellow worker 
who was trapped under water in 
an excavation ditch. For this act, 
he received the American Red 
Cross Certificate of Merit, the 
highest award given by the Red 
Cross. He is survived by three 
children and three grandchildren.

Leon George Cabero, C’55, 
of Vallejo, Calif., died on April 
19, 2012. During his time at 
Sewanee, he was a member 
of Kappa Alpha Order. After 
graduating from Sewanee with 
a degree in history, he served 

Joseph D. Cushman, C’49, 
of Sewanee, died on Nov. 25, 
2013. He was a professor 
emeritus of history and long-
time Sewanee resident. Dur-
ing World War II, he served 
in the U.S. Army in Europe. 
In June 1944, he landed in 
Normandy a few days after 
D-Day; he was wounded 
but returned to action to 
participate in the brutal 
three-month-long Battle of 
the Hürtgen Forest, where 
he received a second Purple 
Heart. He came to Sewanee 

as a student after the war. As an undergraduate, he majored 
in history, helped found the Wellingtons and sang in the choir. 
He later returned to Sewanee after earning his Ph.D. and writ-
ing the definitive history of the Episcopal Church in Florida. 
He taught American history from 1968 until 1991 and then 
taught part-time from 1992 to 1994. In 2008, Cushman 
created a fund to provide scholarships for Sewanee history 
majors. Every year, an outstanding rising junior history major 
and an outstanding rising senior history major receive the Jo-
seph D. Cushman Scholarship Prize in History. In addition, he 
established a second award, the Joseph D. Cushman Merit 
Scholarship, and it is awarded to an entering freshman who 
has an interest in history or an interest in becoming a history 
major. He is survived by two sons.
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Gerald E. Frierson Jr., C’60, 
of Orlando, Fla., died on June 
7, 2013. During his time at 
Sewanee, he was a member 
of Phi Gamma Delta. He was 
self-employed at Jerry Frierson’s 
Appliance Service and Sales. 
He was a founding member and 
charter president of the DeLand 
Breakfast Rotary Club. As a part 
of his Rotary service, he started 
the Rotary Trees for Tomorrow 
Project. In 2009, the city of 
DeLand named its tree farm the 
“Gerald E. Frierson Jr. City Nurs-
ery.” He was also a volunteer 
for more than 30 years with the 
DeLand Family YMCA, including 
being a branch board chairman. 
He was a lifetime member of 
Trinity United Methodist Church 
and worked for 30 years as 
head usher and decades as a 
trustee. He is survived by three 
children and four grandchildren.

William A. Powe Jr., C’61, of 
Hattiesburg, Miss., died on April 
20, 2013. He grew up in Cuba, 
and when his family came to the 
United States, he attended the 
Sewanee Military Academy, the 
University of the South, and the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi. He was president and 
owner of the wood-block flooring 
company American Wood. He 
was an active member of his 
community and his service 
included Army ROTC and four 
years of active military duty. He 
was a lifelong member of the 
Trinity Episcopal Church. He is 
survived by three children and 
three grandchildren.

Robert V. Weston, C’63, of 
Bradenton, Fla., died on April 
24, 2013. He earned a mas-
ter’s degree and Ph.D. from 
Stanford University, where he 
was a Woodrow Wilson Fellow 
and Wallace Stegner Creative 
Writing Fellow. He had a career 
as a human resources direc-
tor in California. He was also 
a poet, writer, and teacher. He 
is survived by his wife, Joy, six 
children, and five grandchildren.

I N  M E M O R I A M

in the U.S. Army in Alaska and 
then returned to Hawkinsville, 
Ga., where he sold tractors and 
farmed. He completed all of his 
Ph.D. coursework in modern 
European history at Emory 
University, taught history at the 
Atlanta School of Art, and even-
tually became a director at Com-
munity Friendship, a provider 
of recovery-based services for 
adults, in Atlanta until 1980. He 
returned to Hawkinsville to help 
his family and worked as an 
officer at Planters Bank until his 
retirement in the early 1990s. 
For his final 10 years, he lived in 
Vallejo, Calif. He is survived by 
his devoted friend and partner 
of 19 years, John David Dayton.

Charles Chestnut Green, C’55, 
of Stillwater, Okla., died on April 
9, 2013. He was a graduate of 
Sewanee and the Seminary of 
the Southwest. He is survived 
by four children, two stepchil-
dren, three grandchildren, and 
two step-grandchildren.

The Rev. James B. Jeffrey, 
C’55, of New York, N.Y., died 
on July 1, 2013. After graduat-
ing from Tulane University with 
a degree in civil engineering in 
1950, he worked for Raymond 
Concrete Pile Company, starting 
as a field supervisor and later 
becoming assistant district man-
ager of the New Orleans office. 
In preparation for seminary, he 
attended Sewanee and entered 
General Theological Seminary in 
New York, graduating in 1958. 
After being awarded a fellow-
ship by the Episcopal Mission 
Society of the Diocese of New 
York in clinical pastoral educa-
tion, he moved into institutional 
chaplaincy at Central Islip State 
Psychiatric Hospital, the Rikers 
Island Penitentiary of New York 
City, Bellevue Hospital, and Juve-
nile Detention Center in Bronx, 
N.Y. In 1970, he became the di-
rector of chaplains for the East 
Midtown Protestant Chaplaincy 
Incorporated, which served four 
hospitals. He received a mas-
ter’s degree in human resource 

development from American 
University in 1984 and became 
the chaplain and clinical pasto-
ral education supervisor at St. 
Luke’s Roosevelt Hospital. He 
coordinated the Ministry to Per-
sons with AIDS, and continued 
to care for those with AIDS until 
retirement in 1995.

Adm. Frank Benton Kelso II, 
C’55, of Huntsville, Ala., died 
on June 23, 2013. He served 
as chief of naval operations 
(CNO) for the U.S. Navy from 
1990 to 1994. His tour as CNO 
covered the end of the Cold War. 
He served in various command 
positions including NATO’s 
supreme commander Atlantic, 
commander-in-chief of the U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet, commander of the 
Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean, 
and commander of the sub-
marines Finback and Bluefish. 
As commander of the Sixth 
Fleet, Kelso directed opera-
tions against Libya in 1985 and 
1986 that resulted in significant 
reductions in Libyan terror-
ist activities. His decorations 
include the Defense, Navy, Army, 
Air Force, and Coast Guard Dis-
tinguished Service Medals, the 
Legion of Merit, and numerous 
foreign awards. Kelso studied 
for one year at Sewanee before 
Sen. Albert Gore Sr. provided his 
appointment to the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1952. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Georgeanna, 
and four children.

Irvin C. Dunlap Jr., C’56, of 
Bartlesville, Okla., died on June 
26, 2013. At Sewanee, he 
joined ROTC and was a member 
of Delta Tau Delta. He served 
in the U.S. Air Force from 1956 
to 1960 as the administrative 
officer at Rothwestern Air Base 
in Germany. He later earned 
a master’s degree from the 
University of Texas. In 1960, 
he moved to Bartlesville, Okla., 
where he taught English in the 
Bartlesville city schools from 
1961 to 1987. He received 
an award from Allied Arts and 
Humanities recognizing his long 

and dedicated service and sup-
port of the arts after he retired. 
He was awarded a lifetime 
membership in the Bartlesville 
Theater Guild the next year. He 
is survived by his wife, Dortha, 
and one daughter.

James S. Taylor, C’56, of 
Houston, Texas, died on May 
17, 2013. After Sewanee, he 
studied at the University of 
Texas Law School, where he 
graduated at the top 10 percent 
of his class. He was a real es-
tate attorney as well as a 32nd 
Degree Mason. He is survived 
by two children and three grand-
children.

Thomas W. Thagard Jr., C’56, of 
Birmingham, Ala., died on July 
3, 2013. He graduated summa 
cum laude from Sewanee, where 
he was a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa and president of Phi 
Delta Theta. He received his 
M.A. in political science from 
Emory University and was a 
Fulbright Scholar. He received 
his J.D. from the University of 
Virginia Law School and was 
admitted to the Alabama Bar 
in 1961. He was a fellow in 
the American College of Trial 
Lawyers. He is survived by his 
wife, Elizabeth, three children, 
and eight grandchildren.

Kenneth Ware, C’56, of Conway, 
Ark., died on Jan. 1, 2013. At 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
of Kappa Sigma. He is survived 
by three children, including Paul 
Stephen Ware, C’82.

Lawrence G. Heppes, C’57, 
of San Antonio, Texas, died on 
June 16, 2013. At Sewanee, 
he played basketball and was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. For 38 years, he owned 
and operated the Scripture Stall, 
a Christian book and church 
supply store. He was an elder at 
Wayside Chapel for many years 
and led Bible Study Fellowship 
for over six years. He is survived 
by his wife, Mary, four children, 
and 13 grandchildren.
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William J. Mims IV, C’64, of 
Pensacola, Fla., died on June 
30, 2013. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. By profession, he was 
a real estate broker, and he 
spent his retirement nurturing 
relationships with his family. He 
is survived by his wife, Greer, 
four children, and eight grand-
children.

The Rev. James K. Yeary, C’64, 
T’69, of Rome, Ga., died on April 
19, 2012. He graduated from 
Sewanee, where he was a mem-
ber of Beta Theta Pi, with a ma-
jor in classical languages and 
from The School of Theology in 
1969 with a master of divinity 
degree. In 1989, he earned his 
doctor of ministry degree from 
The School of Theology. Except 
for a two-year stint in Lafayette, 
La., he spent his professional 
life in the Diocese of Atlanta, 
serving parishes in LaGrange, 
Rome, and Atlanta. He also 
served in many capacities as a 
volunteer for his alma mater, as 
a regent and trustee as well as 
on various boards and advisory 
groups. In 2007, he was recog-
nized with the John R. Crawford, 
C’28, Alumni Service Award. He 
is survived by his wife, Frieda, 
one son, and two grandsons.

Sam Lancaster Renneker, C’65, 
of New Port Richey, Fla., died on 
April 5, 2013. He attended Se-
wanee before transferring to the 
University of Alabama, where he 
received his degree. He was a 
member of Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon. During the Vietnam War, he 
served as a captain in the U.S. 
Air Force while stationed in Eng-
land. He was an avid aviator and 
owner of two airplanes. He was 
the owner of Lancaster Equip-
ment Co. Inc., a family-owned 
business started in 1922 by 
his maternal grandfather. He is 
survived by his wife, Denise, and 
two daughters.

Charles Ebenezer “Eben” 
Daggett II, C’66, of Cherokee 
Village, Ark., died on Oct. 18, 

2013. He worked for Cooper 
Communities for 32 years be-
fore moving to Cherokee Village 
in 1991. Shortly after moving 
there, he founded Daggett 
Development Corporation and 
American Land Company, and 
served as managing partner. As 
a past chairman of the Benton 
County Ducks Unlimited Chap-
ter, he was an avid outdoorsman 
and big supporter of Ducks Un-
limited. He received the group’s 
Distinguished Service Award. He 
is survived by his wife, Jane, two 
sons, and five grandchildren.

Robert L. Frieman, C’67, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., died on Oct. 8, 
2012. After graduating from Se-
wanee, he attended West Ches-
ter University in Pennsylvania 
to obtain a master’s degree in 
education, but his studies were 
cut short. From 1969 to 1971, 
he was in the U.S. Army, where 
he first attended the Army De-
fense Language Institute in Fort 
Bliss, Texas, and then became 
a translator in Vietnam in 1970 
and 1971. In 1972, he earned 
a master’s degree in classical 
studies at the University of 
Ottawa. After briefly working in 
Canada, he started his career 
in business-to-business outside 
sales in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey with the Matthew 
Bender Company, and later with 
Pitney Bowes Copier Systems 
in Wyomissing, Pa. After 26 
years in sales, he became a 
paralegal. He was also active 
in civic affairs and politics, and 
had been a board member of 
East Nantmeal Township Civic 
Association.

Thomas J. Lawhon, C’67, of 
Houston, Texas, died on April 7, 
2013. He attended Sewanee, 
where he was a member of Phi 
Gamma Delta. He transferred 
to the University of Texas and 
graduated in 1967 with a 
degree in mathematics. He 
received his medical degree 
from the University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston. 
He practiced medicine at 

Memorial Hermann Southwest 
Hospital from 1976 until 2009, 
and in 1992, he was named the 
hospital’s Physician of the Year. 
He served on the vestry at St. 
Martin’s Episcopal Church. He is 
survived by two daughters and 
five grandchildren.

Paul Carr Polk McIlhenny, 
C’67, of New Orleans, La., died 
on Feb. 23, 2013. He was 
chairman and chief executive 
of McIlhenny Company, the 
family business that produces 
Tabasco brand products, where 
he worked for 45 years. He be-
came chief executive in 2000. 
During his tenure, the company 
experienced record growth, 
thanks in part to the introduc-
tion of new products. The great-
grandson of Edmund McIlhenny, 
who invented Tabasco sauce 
after the Civil War, McIlhenny 
attended Sewanee and served 
stateside in the Marine Corps 

Reserve. He joined the fam-
ily business in 1967 and was 
groomed by his cousin Walter 
S. McIlhenny, then president of 
the company. At the company 
headquarters on Avery Island, 
La., he worked in the market-
ing, advertising, purchasing, 
and food service departments, 
among others. Like many in his 
family, he was active in envi-
ronmental preservation efforts. 
He was on the board of the 
America’s Wetland Foundation. 
In 2010, he was inducted into 
the James Beard Foundation’s 
Who’s Who of Food and Bever-
age in America. During Mardi 
Gras in 2006, with New Orleans 
reeling from Hurricane Katrina, 
McIlhenny reigned as Rex, the 
King of Carnival. He is survived 
by his wife, Judith, two daugh-
ters, and four grandchildren.

Robert M. Miller, C’68, of 
Delaplane, Va., died on April 9, 

Alfred Scott Bates, of 
Sewanee, died on Aug. 
25, 2013. He was a pro-
fessor emeritus of French 
and theatre arts (cinema) 
at Sewanee, with a rich 
teaching career stretching 
from 1954 to 1993. A 

native of Evanston, Ill., he was a graduate of Carleton College 
and was drafted into the Army during World War II, spending 
nine months at the University of Chicago in intensive French 
studies before landing in Normandy, France, during the inva-
sion as an interpreter. He earned his M.A. and Ph.D. from the 
University of Wisconsin. He became a member of the French 
faculty at Sewanee in 1954 and taught French and then 
film, until his retirement in 1993. Having taught the first film 
courses at Sewanee during his final decade of instruction, he 
paved the way for the present Film Studies program. In his re-
search and writing, he became a world authority on the great 
French poet Guillaume Apollinaire. He was also a talented 
poet himself, and he and his wife, Phoebe, edited the weekly 
“Bard to Verse” column in the Sewanee Mountain Messenger. 
He was always a strong supporter of social causes, having 
worked with the celebrated Highlander Folk School to estab-
lish the Franklin County chapter of the NAACP, which in turn 
helped to desegregate the Franklin County schools; he also 
worked to admit women students to the University and sup-
ported the rights of gay and lesbian students. He is survived 
by his wife, Phoebe, four sons, four grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren.
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bounds of creativity. Later, he 
worked as a music composer, 
singer, and producer for Jam 
Creative Productions. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Carolyn, three 
children, and two grandchildren. 

Robert W. Piggott, C’72, of 
Atlanta, Ga., died on March 
27, 2013. He graduated from 
Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega, 
with a degree in English. He is 
survived by his wife, Lois, two 
children, two stepchildren, and 
three grandchildren.

Craig Porter Jr., C’72, of San 
Angelo, Texas, died on April 19, 
2013. After graduating from 
Sewanee, where he was a mem-
ber of Alpha Tau Omega, with a 
degree in English, he earned a 
master’s degree in English from 
Texas Tech University. He taught 
English at a private academy 
in Georgia and later taught 
at Battle Ground Academy in 
Franklin, Tenn. He began a 
long-term association with the 
Randolph-Macon Academy, a co-
educational military academy in 
Northeast Virginia, in 1983. He 
was an English teacher there, 
and also served as English 
department head and director 
of admissions. In 1995, he 
became academic dean of the 
academy. In 1999, he returned 
to teaching in the classroom 
full-time, which he did until his 
retirement in 2011.

William L. Woolverton, C’72, 
of Madison, Miss., died on 
June 13, 2013. He graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa from Sewanee 
and in 1977 earned his Ph.D. 
at the University of Chicago. 
He completed postdoctoral 
training at the Medical College 
of Virginia. In 1980, he returned 
to the University of Chicago as 
the director of the Drug Abuse 
Research Center. In June 1993, 
he arrived at the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center and 
served as vice chair for research 
in the Department of Psychiatry 
and Human Behavior for over 

I N  M E M O R I A M

Mary Sue Cushman, of Sewanee, died on Nov. 21, 2013. 
She was a lifelong Episcopalian and was an integral part of 
the Sewanee community. She served Sewanee as dean of 
women from 1972 until 1992 and then as dean of students 
from 1992 until 1994. After retiring as dean of students, she 
continued as Sewanee’s director of teacher education before 
leaving that position in 1996. Prior to her employment at the 
University, she served as the principal at Sewanee Elementa-
ry School. During her years as dean, she helped to establish 
the University Counseling Service, the Women’s Center, and 
the Parents’ Council. She made an indelible mark on the ad-
mission process, food service, and gender equality in sports, 
working to add field hockey as a varsity sport. In 1994, the 
Mary Sue Cushman Scholarship was initiated by a group of 
alumnae to commemorate 25 years of women at Sewanee, 
recognizing scores of Sewanee alumnae who remembered 
her as their role model, as her early tenure positioned her to 
be one of few female professionals. She labored tirelessly to 
support Sewanee’s academic program and was an exemplary 
model in shaping an environment of respect among members 
of the campus community. She is survived by two sons.

2013. He graduated from Se-
wanee, where he was a member 
of Delta Tau Delta and received 
his law degree from Brooklyn 
Law School. He practiced law 
in Fauquier County, Va., for over 
30 years. He was appointed 
escheator for the 20th Circuit by 
Virginia Governors Mark Warner 
and Tim Kaine. He also served 
on the boards of Habitat for 
Humanity and Hospice. During 
his life, he was an advocate for 
veterans’ rights. He is survived 
by his wife, Elizabeth, and two 
stepsons.

James R. Rash, C’69, of Carroll-
ton, Ga., died on May 31, 2013. 
He graduated from Sewanee, 

where he was a member of Beta 
Theta Pi, and entered medical 
school in Guadalajara, Mexico. 
He moved to Carrollton in 1984 
and practiced obstetrics and 
gynecology there until 2008. He 
was a fellow of the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gy-
necologists. He delivered more 
than 6,500 babies during his 
career. He was one of the most 
active members of the Carroll-
ton Rotary Club, and served as 
the club’s president in 1995-
1996. He was active at St. Mar-
garet’s Episcopal Church, where 
he served on the vestry. He also 
headed the capital campaign for 
the construction of a new build-
ing at the church, the Jim Callah-

an Center. He is survived by his 
wife, Diana, three children, and 
three grandchildren.

James D. Carter, C’70, of 
Nashville, Tenn., died on April 
1, 2013. He graduated from 
Sewanee and then earned 
a master’s degree from the 
University of Tennessee. He had 
a long, successful career in the 
commercial real estate indus-
try, specializing in healthcare 
properties. His two greatest 
loves were his family and fishing 
at his farm, “BelleCamp.” He is 
survived by his wife, Peggy, two 
children, and two grandchildren.

Douglas E. Worful Sr., C’70, of 
Roswell, Ga., died on April 18, 
2013. He attended Sewanee, 
where he was a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega, and gradu-
ated with a degree in chemistry 
from the University of Georgia. 
He lived in Lexington, Ky., for 25 
years. He moved to Atlanta in 
2000 and established Onsite 
Dental Services to care for 
patients residing in senior living 
communities. He suffered a 
spinal cord injury while moun-
tain biking in 2009, but was 
determined not to let his new 
way of life slow him down. He 
became an active volunteer at 
the Shepherd Center in Atlanta, 
which specializes in spinal cord 
injury and traumatic brain injury. 
He was a member of Stone-
creek Church in Milton, Ga., 
where he served on the host 
team and greeted churchgoers. 
He is survived by two children 
and four grandchildren.

Christopher G.C. Kershaw, 
C’71, of Dallas, Texas, died on 
April 28, 2013. He attended Se-
wanee, where he was a member 
of Sigma Nu, and later returned 
to Dallas, where he studied at 
Southern Methodist University. 
He dedicated the majority of his 
time and energy to the advertis-
ing world as a jingle writer. He 
was awarded a CLIO Award, 
given to honor groundbreaking 
work and talent that pushes the 
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two decades. He was also 
named the Billy S. Guyton Dis-
tinguished Professor. He was a 
gifted mentor, training dozens of 
graduate students, postdoctoral 
associates, and junior faculty 
members. He is survived by his 
wife, Candiss, and two children, 
including his son, William Chris-
topher Woolverton, C’17.

Mark Kevin Parsons, C’77, of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., died on 
Sept. 15, 2013. Mark was a 
veteran of the U.S. Army who 
received an Army Medal of 
Commendation, having faithfully 
served his country during the 
Gulf War. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Phi Beta Kappa 
and president of Delta Kappa 
Epsilon, and graduated summa 
cum laude with a degree in 
chemistry. He earned his M.D. 
at Vanderbilt Medical School 
and fulfilled his residency at 
Letterman Army Hospital in 
San Francisco. He returned to 
Vanderbilt to pursue a fellow-
ship in pediatric cardiology and 
later was an attending pediatric 
cardiologist at Tripler Army 
Hospital in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
and also at T.C. Thompson Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Chattanooga. 
During his tenure, Parsons 
received teaching awards from 
both hospitals. He is survived 
by his wife, the Rev. Lou Tucker 
Parsons, C’77, T’02, and two 
children.

Deborah Lynne Hicks Harvey, 
C’78, of Powder Springs, Ga., 
died on April 23, 2013. She 
attended Sewanee, Jacksonville 
State University, and the Univer-
sity of California, Irvine. For 19 
years, she was a social worker 
for the state of Georgia. She 
was an active leader in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Flint River 
Council. She is survived by her 
husband, Burt, two sons, and 
one grandchild.

James Albert King IV, C’80, of 
Meridian, Miss., died on July 12, 
2013. He attended Sewanee 
and later participated in The 

School of Theology’s Education 
for Ministry program. He lived 
27 years of his life in Meridian. 
He was a member of the Break-
fast Bunch on radio station 
WOKK for many years and went 
on to establish and program 
Classic Country 95.1. He 
served on the board for the Jim-
mie Rodgers Foundation, was a 
member of the Queen City Rods 
and Classic Car Club, and was 
a lay reader in the Church of the 
Mediator. He is survived by his 
wife, Pamela, and two children.

Matthew Kyle Brown, C’88, 
of Winchester, Tenn., died on 
May 31, 2013. He graduated 
from Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Phi Gamma Delta, 
and received his MBA at Geor-
gia Tech. He is survived by two 
children.

 Friends of the University

The Very Rev. John E. Booty, 
H’96, of Center Sandwich, N.H., 
died on April 19, 2013. He 
earned a bachelor of divinity 
degree from Virginia Theological 
Seminary and began his life of 
service to the Episcopal Church 
as a curate at Christ Church, 
Dearborn, Mich. After earning 
a Ph.D. from Princeton Univer-
sity, he joined the faculty at 
Virginia Theological Seminary as 
professor of church history, and 
taught at the Episcopal Divinity 
School in Cambridge, Mass. 
From 1982 until 1985, he was 
dean of The School of Theology 
in Sewanee and also served 
as professor of church history 
and Anglican studies. A lifelong 
scholar, he was a fellow of the 
Folger Shakespeare Library and 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, and he served as 
historiographer of the Episcopal 
Church. A gifted writer, Booty 
published numerous books.

Ansel M. Sharp of Springfield, 
Mo., died on Dec. 14, 2012. At 
Oklahoma State University, he 
and Richard Leftwich were the 
first to develop and use the in-

novative social issues approach 
to teaching principles of eco-
nomics, and they wrote the first 
edition of Economics of Social 
Issues in 1971. He published 
articles on subjects including 
the public debt, budget deficits, 
and the hospital industry. He 
also presented numerous pro-
fessional papers on the health 
care industry. In 1985, he joined 
the Sewanee faculty as the 
Frank W. Wilson Professor of 
Political Economy. He served as 
department chair from 1990 to 
1994, retiring in 1997. He is 
survived by two daughters and 
five grandchildren.

Clifton E. Shotwell of Al-
tamonte Springs, Fla., died on 
June 19, 2013. He served as 
a mathematics professor at 
Sewanee from 1949 to 1955 
and coached the cross-country 
team for several years, includ-
ing some years when the team 
was undefeated. He also taught 
at Tusculum College and was 
a systems engineer at IBM for 
many years. He is survived by 
three children, four grandchildren, 
and three great-grandchildren.

Henry “Harry” Clay Yeatman, of Sewanee, died on Nov. 20, 
2013. He was professor emeritus of biology at Sewanee 
and a beloved naturalist. He attended the Baylor School and 
then the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in zoology and a master’s degree 
in zoology with a minor in botany. He served in World War 
II as a staff sergeant medic and completed his Ph.D. after 
the war at UNC. He taught at Chapel Hill and then came to 
Sewanee in 1950 to teach biology. He was the William Kenan 
Professor of Biology and taught courses in zoology, compara-
tive anatomy, vertebrate embryology, histology, parasitology, 
ecology, and botany. He retired from teaching in 1981. He did 
humanitarian work by assisting Iran and other countries with 
their efforts to contain populations of copepods that carry 
guinea worm larvae; and worked with the Centers for Disease 
Control, the World Health Organization, and the Southeast 
Asia Treaty Organization training scientists in copepod identifi-
cation to prevent the spread of parasitic worms and disease. 
He and his wife wrote the “Nature Notes” column for the Se-
wanee Mountain Messenger starting in 1985. He is survived 
by his wife, Jean Anderson Yeatman, a son, a daughter, and 
two grandchildren.



50 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • WINTER 2014

A F T E R W O R D

1. In both, you learn how to do more with less. Sewanee 
forces a young adult to learn to live in a remote environ-
ment, away from the comforts of home, but surrounded 
by others who share common desires to study, learn, and 
grow. There is nowhere that this experience is paralleled 
more closely than in a deployed military environment, as 
we’ve found in Afghanistan.

2. They’re all about community. The Army engenders a 
strong feeling of brotherhood and camaraderie, and in 
combat, that feeling is multiplied by 10. Teaching students 
how to live in close community where personal relation-
ships sustain you through challenges is one of Sewanee’s 
greatest strengths.

3. Both teach you how to work. Spending most of the week 
in class and library is common in Sewanee, and often one 
must forgo a party in order to finish up a paper, experi-
ment or reading. With the Army in Afghanistan, there’s 
little ownership of personal time, and working an 18-hour 
day is commonplace. 

The Sewanee Club of Kabul

4. Both have their share of old war-horses. There are pro-
fessors who seem to have been at Sewanee as long as the 
gates themselves, and officers in the Army are no differ-
ent. In any institution with a history of success, it’s impor-
tant to remain at least loosely tethered to history. In both 
cases, it’s the tension between old and new ways of thought 
that so often brings us to the right answer.

5. Both prepare you for whatever life can throw at you. 
Many people talk about the Sewanee bubble and how its 
students are sheltered from the real world in a beautiful 
setting on top of a mountain. But the skills gained in four 
years at Sewanee truly prepare its students for nearly any 
situation they might face in the “real world.” Our base 
in Kabul isn’t a pretty setting and success may be hard to 
achieve, but drawing on the firm foundation developed at 
Sewanee, we look forward to ever better days ahead. We’re 
grateful for all those who make Sewanee what it is and who 
have given us the foundation for our present duties. We 
trust our service will bring us back to the Mountain, re-
united with family (especially Emily Glass Flannery, C’08) 
and friends, and a brighter future ahead for all.

The self-styled “Sewanee Club of Kabul, Afghanistan” has two members: Col. Norman Allen, C’81, and Capt. Cole Flan-
nery, C’08. Both are lawyers serving in the U.S. Army’s Judge Advocate General’s Corps in Kabul who discovered a shared 

connection in their alma mater. Allen and Flannery wrote to tell us that Sewanee prepared them well for life in the U.S. Army.

Allen (left) and Flannery (right)



John Greeter is a successful busi-
nessman and community leader 
with a state park and two spectacu-
lar waterfalls named for his family. 

However, John will tell you his lasting legacy is the gift he is leaving to the University 
of the South in his will. “There’s just something about Sewanee,” he says.

“There’s something 
about Sewanee.”

To discuss your legacy, contact Wayne Olson, Sewanee’s Director of Planned Giving at 
931.598.1405 or dwolson@sewanee.

If you have already included Sewanee in your plans, please let us know so we can 
thank you and honor your decision. Visit us online at www.sewaneelegacy.com or 
follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/sewaneelegacy
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Scott Summers, C’16 (left), and 
Alex Butler, C’16, dig holes while 
Farm Manager Gina Raicovich 
plants a blueberry bush at the 
University garden. For more, see 
Jim Turrell’s photo essay on the 
evolving food scene at Sewanee, 
starting on p. 18.


