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A Stronger, Truer Sewanee Five years into John McCardell’s 
vice-chancellorship, Sewanee is growing and changing while staying true 
to its essential character. A look back over this period reveals a University 
committed to offering a world-class education at a reasonable price, to 
remaking the first-year experience and strengthening student life, to an 
ethic of health and sustainability, and to expanding connections on the 
Cumberland Plateau and around the world. PAGE 10

In May 2015, graduating seniors received diplomas from a University that has grown and changed 
in myriad ways during their time at Sewanee.



Looking Back, Moving Forward

The poet William Wordsworth wrote, in 1798, as he revisited a memorably pleasant 
landscape:

Five years have past; five summers, with the length
Of five long winters! and again I hear
These waters, rolling from their mountain-springs
With a soft inland murmur.—Once again
Do I behold these steep and lofty cliffs,
That on a wild secluded scene impress
Thoughts of more deep seclusion; and connect
The landscape with the quiet of the sky ...

As I write this, Bonnie and I are beginning our sixth year at the University of the 
South. Looking back, we are reminded of the many accomplishments of the last five 
years. The pages that follow tell that story. All this has been the work not of one per-
son or office but of all who love this University and hold it dear: a dedicated faculty 
and staff, all of whom understand that our reason for being is the education—broadly 
defined—of our students; a devoted company of angels, alumni, and parents who, 
year in and year out, entrust us with precious resources, human and material, with 
confidence that we treat them and use them as an alma mater; and friends near and far 
who find themselves called to love and to serve this special place called Sewanee. Nor 
do numbers tell the whole story. Perhaps most important, honorable conduct suf-
fuses our common life; civil discourse characterizes even our most serious disagree-
ments; and faith binds us to a God before whom we are humbly grateful for all the 
gifts we have been given.

One of those gifts is the gift of friendship. And now, five years in, Bonnie and 
I are grateful beyond words for the friendship of colleagues, neighbors, and the 
extended family of the University. Again Wordsworth:

To them I may have owed another gift,
Of aspect more sublime; that blessed mood,
In which the burthen of the mystery,
In which the heavy and the weary weight
Of all this unintelligible world,                               
Is lightened:—that serene and blessed mood,
In which the affections gently lead us on ...

It is a privilege to serve this University and to work with so committed a group of 
friends and colleagues, because of whom our mood on this Domain is indeed “serene 
and blessed.” But there is much yet to do, and so, with this look backward, we now 
turn to the future, or, as the poet put it:

... here I stand, not only with the sense
Of present pleasure, but with pleasing thoughts
That in this moment there is life and food
For future years. And so I dare to hope ...
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O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

Crawling on hands and knees in 
the dark with only head-
lamps to 
guide 

them, students 
Nancy Lilly and 
Hali Steinmann, 
both C’15, went the 
distance—literally—to 
survey and map a newly 
discovered cave on the 
Domain over the course 
of the Easter semester. 

They dubbed the 
cave “Coon’s Labyrinth” 
thanks to its mazelike nar-
row passageways, and because 
of the fresh raccoon tracks 
they would see coming in and 
out of the cave.

“It is not the kind of cave 
that humans can comfortably 
go walking around in,” says 
Steinmann, who graduated in 
May with an ecology and biodi-
versity major and a geology minor. 
“But it is the perfect-size cave for little 
mammals to make their home.”

Coon’s Labyrinth, which was discovered 
in spring 2014, was mapped between January 
and April 2015 using a measuring tape and compass 
technique as well as a laser device that allowed Lilly and 
Steinmann to measure hard-to-reach spaces. The cave is 

Students Uncover the 
Secrets of Coon’s Labyrinth

2,415 feet long, with 
a vertical extent of 7.3 

feet, with some passage-
ways being less than three feet 

in height. The cave stays level 
throughout, which made the 

mapping process easier.
Steinmann and Lilly’s find-

ings have been submitted to 
the Tennessee Cave Survey, 

but don’t expect to find 
Coon’s Labyrinth as a 

destination on a map 
of the Perimeter 
Trail. The team 
plans to keep the 
cave’s location 
private due to its 
lack of acces-
sibility for the 
casual caver and 

Hali Steinmann 
(left) and Nancy Lilly 
at the entrance to 

Coon’s Labyrinth.

Steinmann studied the biodiversity of 

the cave, which included at least one 

raccoon, cave crickets, beetles, sala-

manders, tri-colored bats, and an affable 

Allegheny woodrat.
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W hen William Speary was a teenager, his 
mother wanted to send him to Sewanee, but 
money during the Depression was tight and 
he was unable to attend. Now, after a career in 

teaching, and after sending a son to Sewanee, Speary has made 
a significant gift to the University.

Last year, the elder Speary wanted to honor his family’s 

Speary Fund Rewards Faculty Excellence

long connection to Sewanee by establishing a faculty support 
fund. Speary’s gift has established the Meyer McCaleb Speary 
Faculty Support Fund, in honor of his son Cabe Speary, C’88. 
The fund will support professors in forestry and geology who 
exhibit excellence in teaching or service to the University and 
is intended to provide a bonus, not included in the faculty 
member’s base pay. 

“I’m a retired university professor, and my department 
head gave me walking around money,” Speary says. “That gave 
me a way to go to national conventions and get a fresh perspec-
tive on things, so I wanted to do the same for faculty in forestry 
and geology, where Cabe studied.” 

Over the next few years, Sewanee will be working to 
develop new resources for faculty, and the Speary Fund is 
one example of the kind of fund that can be created. Another 
anonymous donor has established a similar fund for the Eco-
nomics Department. “By this time next year, 13 more faculty 
members will have retired,” says Jay Fisher, vice president for 
advancement. “These funds are really important as we add fac-
ulty to support an increased student population and to replace 
those we have lost to retirement.”—Tom Sanders

The Speary Fund will provide a bonus to professors in forestry and geol-
ogy who exhibit excellence in teaching or service to the University.

to protect the delicate biology of the 30 species found.
One of Steinmann’s roles was to study the biodiversity of 

the cave-dwelling species, which included at least one raccoon, 
an abundance of cave crickets, a variety of beetles and salaman-
ders, tri-colored bats, and an affable Allegheny woodrat that 
let the team take a few photos of it.

Steinmann says guano is the most easily observable source 
in identifying cave species, since it is found in such abundance 
and is convenient to transport out of the cave for further re-
search. Some “removals” weren’t entirely voluntary, Lilly says, 
recalling shaking cave crickets out of her gear after trips.

Lilly and Steinmann hope that Sewanee students will 
continue researching both known and yet-to-be-discovered 
caves on the Domain. “Particularly in light of climate change, 
species are using these caves as homes because they’re climate-
controlled,” says Steinmann.  “It’s like a box for biodiversity.”

—Elizabeth Ellis

Unlike caves that boast large rooms or caverns, Coon’s Labyrinth is made 
up of a series of low, narrow hallways and tunnels. Intermittent flowing 
water enlarges the passage by dissolving limestone.
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Over the course of the winter and spring, Rebel’s 
Rest was disassembled, its historic elements were 
cataloged and stored, and research was initiated 
into the architectural history, dendrochronology, 

and archaeology of the historic home and surrounding site.
Rebel’s Rest was originally built in 1866 as the family 

home of Major George Fairbanks, and the first post-Civil War 
meeting of the Board of Trustees was held there in October 
1866. It was heavily damaged by fire last summer; the extent of 
the loss was such that the structure could not be rebuilt from 
what remained.

Jane Millar, C’14, a 2014-15 post-baccalaureate fellow 
at Sewanee, followed the guidelines of the Historic American 
Buildings Survey to document the architecture and structure 
of Rebel’s Rest. Working with professors Gerald Smith and 
Sarah Sherwood, and deconstruction contractor Kerry Hix, 
Millar found a much more complex structural history than was 
expected. The team discovered many details that reveal how the 
structure evolved over time; the home underwent the first of 
many renovations in the 1880s. Surprising findings included a 
windowed two-room basement under one of the wings.

The dendrochronology (tree ring dating) study revealed 
that Rebel’s Rest was built from oak, American chestnut, and 
tulip poplar timbers, which were intermingled in the con-
struction. Professor of Forestry Scott Torreano and Patrick 

Vestal, C’12, have thus 
far used approximately 
100 samples from the 
timbers at Rebel’s Rest 
for dating purposes. 

Because the Uni-
versity Archives hold the 
original mill invoices 
for the Fairbanks home, 
Vestal and Torreano 
know when those logs 
were cut. Counting 
back through the rings 
allows them to anchor 
both ends of that log’s 
chronology—and allows 
researchers to learn 

more about the history and ecology of the region back to the 
17th century. Recycled logs of varying ages and sources seem to 
have been used in additions to the house.

In April, the Rebel’s Rest research team, assisted by 
archaeo-geophysics specialist Stephen Yerka, conducted a 
geophysical survey in the side yard using ground-penetrating 
radar (GPR). GPR is a popular nondestructive survey method 
among archaeologists, and has been successful in identifying 
forgotten or buried historic features such as wells. Sherwood 
will test areas of interest by “ground truthing,” opening small 
test excavations where the GPR readings showed subsurface 
anomalies.

Millar concluded her post-baccalaureate year working 
with Sherwood’s students to survey the wooded slope behind 
Rebel’s Rest. Fairbanks’ original lease encompassed six acres, 
stretching past the yard and down to the creek in Abbo’s Alley. 
Historic photos and accounts show at least nine outbuildings 
on the site: garden sheds, a privy, domestic servants’ quarters, 
and a barn for the resident cow, to name a few. The survey 
and initial test excavations have uncovered a variety of historic 
ceramics, glass, bricks, and metal artifacts, including cut nails 
dating to pre-1890. 

These findings demonstrate that there is more to the story 
of Rebel’s Rest—or “Fairbanks Farm,” as it was historically 
known—than the main house. By including study of the areas 

Rebel’s Rest Site Begins to Give Up Its Secrets

Professor of Forestry Scott Torreano (pictured) and Patrick Vestal, C’12, 
conducted tree ring dating on approximately 100 timbers from the site.

In studying the remains of Rebel’s Rest, 
post-baccalaureate fellow Jane Millar, 
C’14, found the building’s structural 
history to be more complex than was 
expected.
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Commencement week was a busy one for Bronte 
Goodhue, C’15.

The valedictorian for the Class of 2015 and 
All-American tennis athlete played No. 1 singles 

and doubles in three NCAA tournament matches in Sewanee, 
including a grueling hours-long bout that sent her to the hos-
pital, exhausted and dehydrated. She also wrote a valedictory 
address and delivered it to her classmates just two days after 
being hospitalized.

In that address, the economics major from Signal Moun-
tain, Tenn., thanked faculty members for sharing their homes 
and their families with students, and observed that in Sewanee, 
while students might be rushed to finish papers, they are never 
rushed to end a conversation or leave a party. “This mountain 
is not made from dirt nor rock,” she said. “It is not trees or 
tradition. This mountain is made of people.” 

Goodhue’s work on the court, and the accolades that fol-
low, continued after graduation. She competed in the NCAA 
Division III singles and doubles championships in Mason, 
Ohio, reaching the Elite Eight in the doubles tournament with 
partner Lindsey Liles, C’16.

Later in the month, Goodhue was named the Southern 
Athletic Association Woman of the Year, the highest honor the 
league bestows on a female scholar-athlete.

During her career at Sewanee, Goodhue garnered three 
consecutive SAA Player of the Year awards, the only scholar-

As Always, Bronte Goodhue Finishes Strong

Class of 2015 valedictorian Bronte Goodhue was named the Southern 
Athletic Association Woman of the Year.

athlete in league history to do so. She also piloted the women’s 
tennis team to four consecutive top-20 finishes in the national 
rankings while earning All-America status for four straight 
seasons. 

When she spoke to her fellow graduates on Commence-
ment Sunday, Goodhue recalled lying in the hospital bed just 
two days before, hooked up to an intravenous drip and think-
ing about her four years at Sewanee. “I realized that I could 
taste the saline drip just at that moment,” she said. “And many 
of us will taste it again as we exit All Saints’ today. The salt water 
wasn’t in the IV. It was running down my cheek.”

behind the house where people worked, played, and cooked, 
the research team is enriching its understanding of the lives of 
the site’s early residents.

Volunteers who have a passion for Sewanee history or an 
interest in archaeology will be welcomed to the site during the 
summer and fall to assist with excavation and artifact process-
ing. No experience is necessary but organizers ask that you 
commit to at least one full day or a series of half days. Inquiries 
to volunteer should be emailed to sei@sewanee.edu. Updated 
research findings will be posted on the Rebel’s Rest website: 
www.sewanee.edu/rebelsrest.

The research team used ground-penetrating radar to survey the site for 
forgotten or buried historic features.
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W hen Marichal Gentry, C’86, talks about 
the events that led him back to Sewanee, he 
includes the time he suffered a broken foot 
in an African dance class in North Carolina. 

While recuperating from that injury, a friend brought him a 
copy of the Chronicle of Higher Education, in which Gentry found a 
job posting for an associate dean position at Middlebury Col-
lege. “I knew about Middlebury,” Gentry says. “And I said ‘this 
could be an interesting job.’”

Gentry ended up getting that job, returning to a career in 
higher education (he had previously worked in Sewanee’s ad-
missions office) and going to 
work for Middlebury Presi-
dent John McCardell. Now, 
16 years later, McCardell is 
the vice-chancellor of the 
University of the South and, 
as of July 1, 2015, Gentry is 
Sewanee’s new dean of stu-
dents. “I am delighted to wel-
come Marichal Gentry back 
to Sewanee,” says McCar-
dell. “He is one of the most 
experienced and respected 
individuals now working in 
the area of student life.”

Gentry comes to Sewanee 
after serving as associate vice president for student life at Yale 
University. He replaces former Dean of Students Eric Hart-
man, who has taken a new role as vice president for risk man-
agement and institutional effectiveness.

The winding path that led Gentry back to Sewanee has 
provided him with a set of skills and experiences that will serve 
him well in his new role. From the three years he spent in 
banking after graduating from Sewanee, he gained an un-
derstanding of budgets and what can be done with limited 
resources. During the three years he spent in Sewanee’s admis-
sions office, he formed lasting relationships on the Mountain 
and learned how the University works from the inside. While 
earning his graduate degree in social work at the University of 
North Carolina and spending a year interning at an inpatient 
pediatric psychiatric unit and five years working in a pediatric 

bone marrow transplant program at Duke University Medical 
Center, he honed his skills in counseling and helping people 
through crises. And at Middlebury and Yale, he gained invalu-
able experience and became intimately familiar with the wide 
variety of issues that 21st-century college students grapple with 
every day.

But to those who know him, the personality trait that 
makes Gentry particularly well suited to be dean of students 
has been evident since he was a Sewanee student: He’s a people 
person. One of Gentry’s mentors, former Sewanee Dean of 
Men Doug Seiters, remembers when Gentry was a leader in 

the Sewanee Summer Schol-
ars Program, a summer pro-
gram designed to help pre-
pare inner-city high school 
students for college. “It was 
a phenomenal program and 
a big part of it was Marichal 
building up the self-esteem 
of those students,” Seiters 
says. “He was inspirational. 
He’s a great motivator.”

Gentry oversaw student 
life in all 12 of Yale Univer-
sity’s residential colleges—
their orientation programs, 
student activities, fellowship 

programs, and cultural centers—and he speaks glowingly of 
Yale and his experience there. But he likes the idea of being on 
a campus with fewer students and the opportunities it provides 
for close working relationships. “I had wonderful relation-
ships with students at Yale,” Gentry says. “And with Sewanee’s 
smaller student body, I hope to work even more closely with 
individual students and student groups.”

Gentry is also looking forward to learning from students 
how the Sewanee experience has changed since he was an 
undergraduate and what he can do to contribute to its evolu-
tion. “What can we do to make Sewanee an attractive place for 
students to live and go to school?” he asks. “We have to make 
sure we’re authentic while also being progressive so students 
will be competitive in a changing world.”

From New Haven to Sewanee: 
Marichal Gentry Comes Home

Marichal Gentry met with students in Convocation Hall in March, just after 
his appointment as Sewanee’s new dean of students was announced.
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The Sewanee Outing Program has been working 
hard over the last few years to build hiking trails 
that offer access to portions of the Domain that 
would have required bushwhacking to reach in the 

past. So even if you don’t have time to hike the entire 19-mile 
Perimeter Trail on your next visit to the Mountain, you might 
be able to see a part of Sewanee you’ve never seen before. Here 
are three new options:

D i m m i c k  T r a i l

The Dimmick Trail is a 5.5-mile roundtrip hike that begins 
on the Mountain Goat Trail near downtown Sewanee, contin-
ues down forested fire lanes, and ends along the edge of Lake 
Dimmick. Be sure to take a look at the fire ecology demonstra-
tion forest where the Department of Forestry & Geology has 
recently performed a controlled burn to stimulate regrowth of 
native plateau hardwoods. In collaboration with Domain Man-
ager Nate Wilson, the trail was constructed over a three-year 

period between 2012 and 2014 and proved tricky to complete. 
The bridge over upper Barnes Branch washed out twice in one 
month during heavy flooding in the especially wet spring of 
2013. Fifteen students were called in (twice!) to carry it back to 
its present location. (The SOP learned its lesson. The bridge 
is now anchored in place.)

W a T e r  T o W e r  c o n n e c T o r  T r a i l

The Water Tower Connector Trail was built in summer 2013 
to maintain access to the Perimeter Trail as the equestrian 
center improved its facilities. Connecting Lake Cheston and 
Brakefield Road to the northern section of the Perimeter 
Trail, this trail affords hikers a 2.25-mile round-trip jaunt 
out to the sweeping vistas of Roark’s Cove offered at KA Point.

r i D g e  T r a i l

Constructed in summer 2014, Sewanee’s newest trail follows a 
strenuous two-mile route pioneered by Geology Professor 
Bran Potter that descends the narrow, limestone-banded 
ridge below Point Disappointment into Lost Cove. From the 
Caldwell Rim Trail trailhead at the end of Bob Stewman Road, 
skirt along Depot Branch, and continue along an easy path on 
the edge of the plateau until you reach Point Disappointment. 
While in summer trees block the view from the point, during 
Sewanee’s mild winters, hikers are rewarded with a com-
manding view of Lost Cove. As the trail descends through the 
limestone bands that pepper the ridge, the dry, sandy upland 
forest of the plateau top gives way to the rich, moist covelands 
that support the myriad wildflowers for which Sewanee’s spring 
is famous. The trail ends at Depot Branch near where it joins 
Barnes Branch to become Lost Creek. Intrepid hikers may 
choose to follow the creekbed down to the Old Lost Cove Road 
to explore further or ascend back up the ridge to return to the 
trailhead.

Sewanee’s trails are maintained by the SOP with the gener-
ous support of the Tate Roberts Memorial Fund. Established 
in August 1990 by Mr. and Mrs. Albert Roberts III, C’50, in 
memory of their son Tate, the fund allowed for the completion 
and ongoing maintenance of the Perimeter Trail.

New Trails Offer New Access to the Domain

The strenuous two-mile Ridge Trail leads to the Depot Branch streambed 
in Lost Cove.





The most surprising thing to John 
McCardell about his first five 
years as Sewanee’s vice-chancellor 

is that there have been no surprises. 
“How many times,” McCardell asks, 

“not just in the world of higher education 
but in the corporate world, will a person 
take a position and then say within the 
first few months, ‘Well, they never told me 
this’?”

“I can’t say that.”
When he took office in 2010, Mc-

Cardell knew exactly what he was getting 
himself into, becoming the chief executive 
at a highly respected, financially healthy

A Stronger, 
Truer Sewanee
Five years into John McCardell’s 

vice-chancellorship, we take a 

look back at a period of growth 

and change on the Mountain.
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150-year-old university that was 
uniquely positioned to stake a claim 
among the country’s elite institutions of 
higher education.

If there have been surprises, they’ve 
come from McCardell himself. In 2011, 
he led an effort that resulted in a 10 per-
cent reduction in the cost of a Sewanee 
education. In 2012, he strengthened 
Sewanee’s value proposition by secur-

ing a four-year tuition freeze for the 
incoming class, and the University has 
extended that freeze to each class of 
students to follow.

These tuition innovations were 
born of a desire to remove Sewanee 
from the unsustainable arms race of 
ever-escalating college costs (and an 
ever-increasing discount rate) and to 
offer a counterargument to a pricing 

strategy based on 
the widely believed 
“Chivas Regal ef-
fect”—the idea that 
the value of a college 
degree is tied to the 
price of its tuition. 
There were risks, of 
course. The tuition 
cut was unprec-
edented among the 
country’s best colleg-
es, and McCardell 
said at the time that 
only history would 
tell if had been a 
success. Now, four 
years later, history is 
beginning to tell.

Since 2011, 
visits to campus by 
prospective students 
have skyrocketed 
and the number of 
applications and 
the size of entering 
classes have grown at 
record pace. “We’ve 
learned that people 
do pay attention to 
what you charge,” 
McCardell says. “I 
think the tuition 
decision has been 
a significant factor 
in bringing more 
prospective students 
to Sewanee.”

And those 
prospective students 

who end up enrolling at Sewanee join an 
institution that has grown and changed 
in myriad ways in the last five years. For 
many, freshman year will start two weeks 
before orientation with an innovative 
place-based introduction to college life 
and what it means to be a student at 
Sewanee. Through the course of their 
college careers, they’ll live and study in a 
place where a strengthened commitment 
to environmental sustainability extends 
from the classroom to the Domain to 
the dining hall. Some of them will live 
in brand-new residence halls and play 
sports in renovated facilities. And they’ll 
have access to more opportunities for 
collaborative student-faculty research 
and engagement with communities on 
the southern Cumberland Plateau than 
ever before. 

Some of those opportunities have 
been made possible by the work of Mc-
Cardell’s wife, Bonnie, who has served 
as the vice-chancellor’s closest partner 
while also spearheading a number of 
community initiatives. She was a found-
ing director of the South Cumberland 
Community Fund, which cultivates 
resources to address needs across the 
southern Cumberland Plateau, and 
she has had a hand in launching initia-
tives in Grundy County that focus on 
education, economic development, and 
alleviating hunger.

As significant as the changes have 
been, perhaps more important is what 
hasn’t changed at Sewanee. “We haven’t 
tried to make ourselves into something 
we’re not or something we ought not 
be,” McCardell says. “No one who knows 
Sewanee says that this place is unrecog-
nizable—we’ve just tried to make it a 
stronger, truer version of what it was five 
years ago.”

As McCardell reaches the five-year 
mark as vice-chancellor and president 
of the University of the South, we take a 
look at what’s new since his arrival on the 
Mountain in 2010.

Vice-Chancellor John McCardell photographed at the site of the Univer-
sity’s original cornerstone. “We haven’t tried to make ourselves into 
something we’re not or something we ought not be,” McCardell says.



Over the past two years, Sewanee has 
launched two major initiatives to help 
ensure that more incoming students get 
off to the kind of start that opens the way 
to a better academic experience, helps 
them find faculty mentors, and increases 
the chances that they will complete their 
degrees in four years at Sewanee. 

A new program, inaugurated in 
2013, allows first-year students to 
participate in an immersion course that 
begins before orientation and extends 
into their first semester at Sewanee. The 
optional course, familiarly known as 
“Finding Your Place,” or FYP, is a com-
bination of academic study, field trips, 
and considerable face time with a faculty 
member who will be a student’s academic 
adviser for the first and second years. 

Biology Professor Deborah Mc-
Grath, who directs FYP, says the aca-
demic goal of the program is to use the 
notion of place to introduce students to 
sophisticated analytical frameworks and 
to get them to think about complexity. 
She says the evidence thus far indicates 
that students who participate in FYP—
about a quarter of the incoming class—
are “finding their place in Sewanee 
sooner” by getting to know their peers 
and their professors sooner. 

Students and their advisers find 
themselves developing closer ties as they 
participate together in events that can be 
as strenuous as hiking up the old rail bed 
from Cowan to Sewanee or as welcoming 
as dinner at an adviser’s home.

She notes that among the first co-
hort of FYP students, who just finished 
their sophomore year, many are engaged 
in student-faculty research projects and 
many are taking up community service 
activities, possibly because they learned 
more about their new home place dur-

ing the FYP program.
First-year students are also benefit-

ing from another innovation—a more 
systematic and thoughtful approach to 
first-year advising.

Lauryl Tucker, C’99, associate pro-
fessor of English and interim director 
of academic advising, says that under the 
pre-2014 advising system, the average 
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Building a Better First-Year Experience first-year advising session consisted of 
little more than teaching often bewil-
dered novices how to navigate the regis-
tration software. “If everything worked 
right, it still felt like triage,” she says.

Under the new advising system, 
rising first-year students take language 
placement exams in the spring, and fill 
out a course selection form in June. 
Over the summer, a team of faculty 
guides work through the forms, custom-
izing a first-semester course schedule. 
The faculty use the incoming students’ 
interests to slot them into available 
spaces, and they consult with students to 
make sure the selection is a good fit.

The result is that incoming first-
year students arrive on campus already 
knowing their courses and confident 
they won’t be shoehorned into a course 
they’re not interested in because of last-
minute scheduling snafus.

Students also know who their advis-
ers will be, and the scheduling team 
makes a concerted effort to register stu-
dents in classes taught by their advisers. 

The first days and weeks of college are an often bewildering, occa-

sionally exhilarating experience. And sometimes, those early days 

can make or break a student’s entire college experience.

During FYP, Geology Professor Bran Potter led students from the top of the plateau down into Lost 
Cove to learn directly from the land.

Faculty guides worked last summer to custom-
ize schedules for incoming first-year students.
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In 2012, Vice-Chancellor McCardell 
launched Sewanee’s strongest institu-
tional response yet to what’s acknowl-
edged to be a national problem. He 
appointed a campuswide task force to 
develop a plan of action to deal with 
these issues and other behavioral prob-
lems that “cause community discord 
and undermine the safety and health of 
our students.” He asked the task force to 
rethink Sewanee’s student culture. 

In 2013, McCardell announced that 
he had largely accepted the recommen-
dations of the ReThink: Respect and 
Dignity Task Force, and he named John 
Shackelford, Sewanee’s veteran men’s 
tennis coach, as his special assistant to 
turn the recommendations into action. 

Some of the responses are well in 
place: new practices and procedures for 

handling allegations of sexual assault and 
responding to victims, and improved 
programs for students’ physical and 
mental health. But anther component is 
ongoing—engineering a campus climate 
where students see themselves as part 
of a community where they can come 
together for fun without being over-
whelmed by social pressures and alcohol. 

Two years into the implementation 
of the ReThink Report recommenda-
tions, Shackelford acknowledges that the 
effort is a matter of “trying to move the 
needle forward.” And he says McCar-
dell has made it clear he wants students 
themselves to take responsibility for 
ensuring Sewanee has a student culture 
of respect, both for themselves and for 
others. 

Students and other members of 

the University community who have an 
idea for making cultural changes have 
access to funding through what’s known 
as Cornerstone initiatives. “Anyone can 
come forward to get support for self-
initiated projects,” Shackelford says. 

He notes as an example a “porch 
light” party for students and faculty 
sponsored by the Community Engage-
ment House. Also funded by Corner-
stone are several large annual events, 
including picnics, a Christmas tree 
lighting event, a Final Four basketball 
party and dinner in McClurg, and a 
hard-fought faculty-student barbecue 
cookoff. 

Another Cornerstone initiative 
has been to work with Greek organiza-
tions to build value-based education 
programs. The University has asked 
Greek alumni to take a role in work-
ing with their chapters through a Greek 
Alumni Council that includes about 
100 members. Alumni are working with 
their chapters to help improve facili-
ties and finances, to address behavioral 
issues, and to make the Greek system at 
Sewanee a national example. 

A major recommendation of the 
ReThink Report was upgrades to the 
University health and counseling system, 
which has been restructured and re-
christened the Wellness Center. In addi-
tion to the walk-in facility, the Univer-
sity has added a wellness educator, Peggy 
Farmer, to work with students to develop 
peer-based health education. 

Farmer says about 50 students have 
been trained as peer health educators, 
and students are being offered “inter-
vention training” to learn how to play 
an active role when they observe fellow 
students making dangerous choices with 
alcohol or other potentially dangerous 
activities. 

Provost John Swallow says the broad 
and continuing response is not a crisis 
response, but an effort to institutional-
ize a campus ethos. “Brothers and sisters 
living together in unity: That’s what 
Sewanee is about.”

A  S T R O N G E R ,  T R U E R  S E W A N E E

Strengthening Social Life

Binge drinking and sexual assault are the underside of student life at 

campuses across the country and the stuff of parents’ nightmares. 

Coping with the problems is among the top challenges facing educators, 

who fear the potential individual and institutional devastation of bad 

choices made by students who are just finding their way into adulthood.

A number of recent campus initiatives have focused efforts on health, wellness, and maintaining a 
culture of respect among students and other community members.
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John Swallow
John Swallow, C’89, re-
turned to Sewanee in 2011 
to serve one year as acting 
provost after the retirement 
of former Provost Linda 
Lankewicz. At the end of that 
year of service, Vice-Chan-

cellor McCardell announced that Swallow would 
stay on in the role. Since returning, Swallow has 
led the efforts to develop and implement a strategic 
plan and campus master plan, and to plan for a new 
University Commons. Swallow was previously the 
Kimbrough Professor of Mathematics and Humani-
ties at Davidson College, where he also served as vice 
chair pro tem of the Davidson faculty, the highest 
elected faculty office.

N E W  F A C E S

The Sewanee Inn
At the opening of the new Sewanee Inn in June 
2014, Vice-Chancellor McCardell said its goal was 
simple: “to extend hospitality to guests on a scale 
and at a level commensurate with the quality of the 
University.” By all measures, the 43-guestroom inn 
is living up to that simple standard. TripAdvisor’s 
top-rated hotel in the state of Tennessee, the inn is a 
popular spot for wedding receptions and conferences. 
And the 1858 restaurant and Shakerag, the hotel bar, 
host daily gatherings large and small. Since open-
ing its doors, the inn has provided an elegant first 
impression of Sewanee for countless visitors and 
prospective students, and a welcoming temporary 
home for alumni returning to the Mountain.

B U I L D I N G  P R O J E C T S

COMPARING COSTS

When the Board of Regents cut the cost of a Sewanee 

education by 10 percent in 2011, Sewanee became 

the best value in its peer group of liberal arts colleges. 

These figures represent the total one-year cost (tuition, 

fees, room and board) for an entering first-year student 

at each of these schools but don’t reflect the fact that 

since 2012, the cost of attendance for each class at 

Sewanee has been frozen for four years.
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Five years on, tangible evidence of 
that commitment is obvious. After ap-
pointing Biology Professor Jon Evans 
as assistant provost for environmental 
stewardship and sustainability in 2011, 
McCardell put in motion a reorienta-
tion that makes care of Sewanee’s natural 
and manmade environment a top priority.

Provost John Swallow says the 
University is “building infrastructure, 
developing procedures so that users 
can share the resource, and seeking to 
promote what is most distinctive among 
the holdings we have, for education and 
research.”

The Office of Environmental Stew-

ardship and Sustainability (ESS), cre-
ated in 2014, is charged with developing 
the outer Domain—nearly 13,000 acres 
of woodland that surround the campus 
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Making Good on a Commitment 
to Sustainability

and town of Sewanee—as a research re-
source, an environment for teaching, a 
place for recreation and contemplation, 
and a demonstration project for tim-
berland economic sustainability. Kevin 
Hiers, C’96, administrator for the 
outer Domain, says immediate objec-
tives include enhancing access through 
trails and roads, using fire to manage 
woodlands, and improving recreation 
opportunities.

Another example of the new ap-
proach is the University Farm, now 
being developed as a teaching facility 
and supplemental source of food for 
the University’s food service. Marvin 
Pate, Sewanee’s director of sustainability 
integration, says the farm will be oper-
ated to support environmental educa-
tion. Confirmation of that educational 
orientation was the April 2015 appoint-
ment as farm manager of soil ecologist 
Carolyn Hoagland.

On campus, too, sustainability is 
a priority. Pate points to the creation 
of a master plan for sustainability as an 
early step. And, even before McCardell’s 
arrival, then-Vice-Chancellor Joel 
Cunningham had formally committed 
Sewanee to moving toward becoming 
carbon-neutral. Following that commit-
ment, the University’s physical plant has 
undergone upgrades to improve energy 
efficiency.

In 2013, Sewanee completed the 
self-assessment requirements of the 
Association for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher Education to 
earn a “Silver” rating, one of only a 
handful of liberal arts colleges to achieve 
that rank. 

The past five years demonstrate 
many ways Sewanee is fulfilling McCar-
dell’s wish that Sewanee be recognized 
for its commitment to sustainability. In 
another five years, says Pate, he expects 
to see a “knitting up” of curricular and 
co-curricular activities and practices, 
making Sewanee increasingly attractive 
for students with long-term career goals 
in sustainability and environmental policy.

In one of the first statements of his goals as vice-chancellor, John 

McCardell signaled in his installation address that he would focus on 

the University’s unique environment, calling for Sewanee to be a place 

where visitors “are immediately struck by evidence all around us of a 

commitment to sustainability.”

Carolyn Hoagland was named manager of the 
University Farm in April 2015.

Sewanee’s Office of Environmental Stewardship and Sustainability manages the “outer Domain” as 
a research resource and environment for teaching.
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Of 65,000 32-watt tubes, one-third were removed, and the 
other two-thirds were replaced by 25-watt tubes. 

The result: a $40,000-per-year saving on the Univer-
sity’s electric bill. 

This project is one example of how Sewanee is using a 
$100,000 Green Revolving Fund, set up with a $50,000 
grant from the duPont Foundation and a $50,000 match 
from donations, to make small  but significant improvements 
in sustainability. The $40,000 saved by removing and retro-
fitting fluorescent 
bulbs goes back into 
the fund, help-
ing to pay for other 
small projects that 
can make Sewanee 
greener and save 
money.

Lee Ann Backlund
In 2010, Lee Ann Backlund 
returned to Sewanee as dean 
of admission and financial 
aid. Backlund came with 30 
years’ experience as a college 
recruiter, high school col-
lege counselor, and senior 

administrator, including service at Sewanee from 
1981 to 2001. Backlund was previously associate vice 
president for enrollment and dean of admission at 
Agnes Scott College in Atlanta. Since Backlund has 
come back to the Mountain, applications to the Col-
lege have increased by 65 percent while the accep-
tance rate has fallen from 62 percent to 40 percent.

N E W  F A C E S

Smith Hall
Opened for students in fall 2013, Sewanee’s new-
est large residence hall marks a commitment to the 
first-year experience. Accommodating 90-plus male 
and female students, the South Carolina Avenue 
hall, located just behind Fulford Hall, is the first to 
house mostly first-year students. Smith Hall also 
marks a new 
plateau for the 
University’s 
push for sus-
tainability: It’s 
the first resi-
dence hall built 
to LEED sustainability standards. The name of the 
residence hall commemorates Herbert Smith Sr., 
C’1903, and his wife, Lucy. Smith was a member of 
the famed 1899 Sewanee football team.

B U I L D I N G  P R O J E C T S

Shining a Light on 
Energy Savings

Sometimes a little change can mean a lot. There’s 

the matter of lightbulbs. Over last summer, a team 

of five student workers led by Marvin Pate, Sewanee’s 

director of sustainability integration, systematically at-

tacked the University’s fluorescent light fixtures. 

Marvin Pate and a student test lightbulbs for 
energy efficiency.

T U I T I O N  I N N O V A T I O N S
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Actual Cost vs. Projected Cost to Students

In the 10 years before 2011, the total cost of one year’s 

education at Sewanee increased an average of 5.9 per-

cent per year. This chart shows the difference between 

the actual cost to an entering first-year student each 

year vs. what the cost would have been if the price had 

continued to increase at the previous rate.
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Psychology Professor Karen Yu, 
co-director of the collaborative, says 
the initiative seeks to encourage inter-
disciplinary research and teaching that 
focuses on the historical and present 
realities of southern Appalachia. Among 
early grant awards for research are 
projects focused on teaching place-based 
political philosophy, and a study of the 
Beersheba Springs Medical Clinic’s gar-
den and its impact on the community.

The collaborative, though a Sewanee 
initiative, has an active partner institu-
tion—Yale University.

Linda Mayes, C’73, a medical doc-
tor and psychoanalyst, member of the 
Yale School of Medicine faculty, and 
a leading researcher at the Yale Child 

Study Center, co-directs the collabora-
tive. The collaborative itself has roots in 
an ongoing program of collaboration 
between Sewanee and Yale, fostered over 
the years by Mayes, a Franklin County 
native who has never forgotten her roots 
in rural Tennessee.

The initial collaboration with Yale 
was an informal invitation in the 1990s 
by Mayes to a single Sewanee student 
to come to New Haven for a summer 
internship. Now, that small seed has 
grown to a formalized summer intern-
ship program that for 2015 has placed 
22 Sewanee students in the Child Study 
Center or the School of Medicine, 
where the students are participating in 
research.

Teaming Up with Yale

Sewanee has embarked on a broad scholarly initiative to study its 

own home region, the Collaborative for Southern Appalachian and 

Place-Based Studies, jump-started with an $800,000 grant from the 

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation in 2014.

Another example how of Sewanee 
and Yale are working together is a pair of 
team-taught Sewanee classes that study 
child, family and community develop-
ment in rural Appalachia, from the 
perspectives of psychology and art. The 
venture, profoundly interdisciplinary, 
brings together faculty from Sewanee, 
Yale and the University of Maryland, 
members of the staff of the big academic 
publisher Scholastic, and experts from 
nonprofit organizations. In addition 
to classroom experience, the course 
includes a community-engagement 
component, in which students work with 
families in nearby Grundy County to 
document their family histories.

Yu says that while Sewanee-Yale 
cooperation started as an opportunity 
for Sewanee students to gain exposure to 
high-level research experience at Yale, 
the two institutions are coming together 
more as they find opportunities to share 
resources and discover faculty members 
with shared and complementary interests.

Independent verification of the 
quality of student research is the growing 
number of papers and presentations that 
are achieving national acceptance in the 
scholarly community. A few examples:

— James Szewczyk, C’15, published 
his research on the relationship between 
attitudes toward gay rights and religious 
identity in Columbia University’s Journal 
of Politics & Society in April.

— Nakeirah Christie, C’15; Amy 
Lee, C’15; Hannah Fay, C’15; Amelia 
Gray, C’16; and Assistant Professor of 

Biology Elise Kikis co-authored a paper 
on how certain proteins contribute 
to age-related dementia. The paper, 
published in PLoS One, has been cited by 
other researchers in their work.

— Elise Landreaux, C’15; Hali 
Steinmann, C’15; Alastair Keith-Lucas, 
C’13; and Forestry and Geology Profes-
sor Ken Smith published the results of a 
study of the effects of feral hogs and deer 
on a forest on a Georgia barrier island 
in the journal Natural Resources.

Other students have had their work 
published in journals and have won cita-
tions for their creative work in national 
competitions.

Sewanee’s goal is “a campus where 
every student and every faculty member 
who wants to engage in collaborative 
research has that opportunity,” says F.B. 
Williams Professor of Chemistry and 
Director of Undergraduate Research 
Robert Bachman.

Expanding Student-Faculty Research

R esearch shows … that the number of Sewanee students and 

faculty members engaged in collaborative research continues to 

grow. This year’s Scholarship Sewanee, a showcase for student re-

search, featured more than 40 student presentations and performances 

and 77 research abstracts or research poster presentations.

Every spring, students present the results of 
their research projects at Scholarship Sewanee.
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Cannon Hall Renovation
First built in 1926, Cannon Hall underwent an 
extensive renovation and reopened to students in 
January 2013. The update to the now-coed dorm 
included sustainable features like LED lighting, re-
cycled, reclaimed, and locally sourced materials, and 
a stormwater-management system featuring a rain 
garden. Now air-conditioned, the new Cannon also 
features new common rooms and a modern kitchen. 
Cannon accommodates some 50 students in a mix 
of singles, doubles, and triples.

B U I L D I N G  P R O J E C T SAdmissions Success

Sewanee’s Office of Admission has seen a dramatic 

increase in applications and campus visitors in the last 

five years. Increased interest in Sewanee among pro-

spective students has allowed the University to increase 

first-year enrollment steadily while, at the same time, 

becoming more selective in the admission process.

N U M B E R  O F  A P P L I C A T I O N S
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Upgrading Athletics

For two years in a row, Sewanee’s men’s and women’s tennis and 

lacrosse teams have pulled off a rare feat in intercollegiate athlet-

ics: All four teams have played in the finals of their conference champi-

onships on the same day. In 2015, both tennis teams walked away as 

champions, as did the men’s lacrosse team. In 2014, all four teams 

brought home the trophies.

Vice-Chancellor John McCardell 
played an active role in the creation of 
the eight-school conference, now in 
its third season. Webb says the “more 
geocentric” conference means less travel 
and less missed class time for student 
athletes, and, because the schools share 
a similar philosophy about the role of 
athletics in education, a much more 
competitive environment for all sports. 

Another factor in improving 
competitiveness is upgrading play-
ing facilities: historic Hardee-McGee 
Field, home to Sewanee football, men’s 
lacrosse, and track and field, now has an 
artificial turf surface and the stadium 
has lights for practice and the occasional 
night game.

Puett Field, the home field for soc-
cer, women’s lacrosse, and field hockey, 
also has lights and all-weather turf. 
Sewanee’s baseball Tigers are playing 
these days on a vastly upgraded Mont-
gomery Field that retains the traditional 
grass outfield. 

Sewanee’s renovated nine-hole 
golf course, designed by one of the 
world’s top-ranked course designers, Gil 
Hanse, is now in its second year and Se-
wanee’s Bruton-Guerry Tennis Center 
has two new courts. 

Webb says the upgrades have “cre-
ated a much more positive experience 
for our student athletes,” as well as 
allowing coaches and players to worry 
much less about weather conditions on 
the Mountain, both for practices and on 
game days.

The new conference and upgraded 
facilities are having a positive effect on 
athletic recruiting. “We’ve had a great 
recruiting year,” says Webb. “About 
40 percent of our incoming first year 
students will play at least one of our 24 
varsity sports.”

Sewanee’s historic Hardee-McGee Field now features artificial turf and lights for practice and the 
occasional night game.

The addition of two new tennis courts brings the total number of outdoor courts at Sewanee’s 
Bruton-Guerry Tennis Center to 12.

Those victories are part of a gener-
ally improved competitive position for 
the University’s varsity sports, says Ath-
letic Director Mark Webb. One of the 

big factors in that improvement was the 
decision to create a new athletic confer-
ence, the Southern Athletic Association 
(SAA).
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He wanted to build on the success of the center’s Education 
for Ministry program to expand the center’s offerings so it 
could serve as a nexus of collaborative learning and creativity 
for laypeople from all parts of the Episcopal Church.

To carry out that vision, Alexander appointed Court-
ney Cowart as associate dean and director of the center in 
2013. In 2014, Alexander announced a gift made by David, 
C’68, and Kitty Beecken to support the center. The gift gave 
the programs center a new name, the Beecken Center, and 
provided funding for its continued revitalization, allowing for 

renewed facilities and 
new program develop-
ment. “The Beecken 
Center will expand 
its reach to become 
the Church’s primary 
center for lifelong theo-
logical education for all 
the baptized,” Alexan-
der said at the time.

B U I L D I N G  P R O J E C T S

Theme Houses
Two rows of townhouses, opened for students in 
fall 2014, are the first Sewanee residence halls built 
specifically to house groups of students organized by 
shared interests. Located on two sites, one on Geor-
gia Avenue next to Stirling’s Coffee House and one 
on Mississippi Avenue close to Humphreys Hall, the 
buildings each comprise four separate units. Those 
units are occupied by eight groups of students, 
including several sororities. During the 2014-15 
academic year, units also housed groups interested 
in crafts, political activism, and wellness. Student 
groups must apply to be assigned theme housing 
each year, so it’s likely that the groups housed in the 
townhouses will change from year to year.

J. Neil Alexander
The Rt. Rev. J. Neil 
Alexander was ap-
pointed dean of the 
School of Theology 
in 2012. Alexander’s 
long relationship 
with Sewanee and the 
School of Theology 
began when he served 

as a sabbatical teaching replacement in the early 
1980s. He later joined the faculty in 1997 teach-
ing liturgics and homiletics and was the first Norma 
and Olan Mills Professor of Divinity. Alexander was 
elected the ninth bishop of the Diocese of Atlanta 
and served from 2001 to 2012. From 2009 to 2012, 
he served as the University’s 23rd chancellor. 

N E W  F A C E S

Reaching Out to the Church

Five years ago, the Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander, 

dean of the School of Theology, had a vision to 

revitalize the School’s programs center, which was 

once the home of a variety of valuable programs.

The center’s biggest success story is a newly developed 
partnership opportunity with dioceses of the Episcopal 
Church called Living in the Green. Living in the Green is a 
set of adaptable, small-group practices that provide a frame-
work to discern, design, fund, and launch new ministries. 
Other program partnerships include Living Compass, which 
enables participants to develop skills to facilitate wellness 
groups and lead wellness classes in their communities on a 
variety of topics; a partnership with the National Disaster 
Interfaiths Network to offer disaster chaplaincy training in 
Sewanee; and Called to Transformation, a toolkit to help 
congregations engage their surrounding communities. The 
Beecken Center’s SUMMA program is a theological debate 
camp for high school students held during the summer in 
Sewanee.The Beecken Center seeks to become 

“the Church’s primary center for lifelong 
theological education.”
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The VISTA volunteers have missions 
including helping improve healthcare 
in Grundy County, improving access to 
adequate nutrition for at-risk children 
and families, helping residents build 
needed skills for employment, creating 
an economic development plan to pro-

Fast-forward to last semester, when a 
typical day’s menu at McClurg offered 
Greek stuffed pork loin, spinach arti-
choke scalloped potatoes, vegetable stir 
fry, and Szechuan tofu and eggplant.

If Brillat-Savarin’s aphorism, “Tell 

Helping Sewanee’s Neediest Neighbors

Sewanee’s Office of Community Engagement is reaching out to the 

University’s neighbors by hosting a team of 10 Volunteers in Service 

to America (VISTA) volunteers who are working with area schools, gov-

ernments, and nonprofit organizations to address unmet needs of some 

of the South Cumberland Plateau’s neediest residents.

Serving Up a Better Dining Experience

T he selection was bad, and the food was horrid.” That’s the descrip-

tion of what was on offer at University dining halls in the late 1980s. 

The complainant was not a disgruntled undergraduate, but the University 

official in charge of managing the food service, Tom Kepple, quoted in a 

1994 Sewanee Purple story.

“

me what you eat, and I will tell you what 
you are,” holds any truth, Sewanee is a 
vastly different place than it was 25 years 
ago, and the pace of change has acceler-
ated dramatically. 

Shortly after assuming office, 

vide better employment opportunities 
for low-income residents, and build-
ing a local capacity for grant-writing at 
the South Cumberland Community 
Foundation.

The VISTA program is under the 
direction of Nicky Hamilton, C’99, who 

returned to Sewanee as associate director 
of community engagement after earning 
a master’s degree in public service.

Several of the VISTAs are working 
with “Discover Together,” a collabora-
tive project of Sewanee, Yale University’s 
Child Study Center, and Scholastic 
Corporation, the children’s book pub-
lisher. 

“Discover Together” activities in 
Grundy County include a summer camp 
for children ages six through 12, a “Fam-
ily Co-op” where children and their 
caregivers can gather for learning activi-
ties and building social networks, and a 
“Learning Lab,” an in-school resource 
center for teachers and families.

Vice-Chancellor McCardell established 
a committee of faculty, administrators, 
and students to reconsider how Sewanee 
feeds its students, and three years ago, 
the University ended its contract with an 
outside food-service company. Sewanee 
had contracted with outside food-service 
providers for the previous 40 years.

The change was driven by a desire to 
reorient the food service to promote lo-
cal agriculture, good nutrition as a part 
of wellness, and sustainability.

“We don’t have a road map for 
running an independent food service,” 
says Rich Berlin, director of business 
services. “We’re essentially blazing our 
own trail.” Berlin and Frank Gladu, vice 
president for university services, oversee 
the operations of the food service, now 
known as Sewanee Dining.

What students and other diners see 
when they visit McClurg is an increasing 
emphasis on fresh food, as much of it 
as possible from local sources includ-
ing the revitalized University Farm, and 
menus that are designed to help students 
develop more sophisticated palates.

“Produce is the key,” says Gladu. 
“We want to put as much money on the 
plate as we can.”

With the switch to an in-house food service came an emphasis on fresh, local food.
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Terry Papillon
Terry Papillon was named 
dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences in 2014, at the 
conclusion of former Dean 
John Gatta’s service. Papillon 
previously served as assistant 
vice provost at Virginia Tech, 

director of the University Honors Program, and 
professor of classics. Papillon cited the importance 
of his own undergraduate education at another small 
liberal arts college, St. Olaf, as one reason for be-
ing attracted to the job at Sewanee. “It transformed 
how I thought about who I wanted to be and where 
I wanted to go, and compelled me to think seriously 
about what I valued,” Papillon said. “I want to help 
other students experience that transformative power, 
the sort that Sewanee offers.”

N E W  F A C E S B U I L D I N G  P R O J E C T S

The Course at Sewanee
Designed by renowned course architect Gil Hanse, 
the renovated Course at Sewanee opened for play in 
June 2013 and has been receiving rave reviews ever 
since, including being named the 2013 Nine-Hole 
Renovation of the Year by Golf Magazine. While the 
original hole routing remained the same, Hanse 
reimagined, redesigned, and rebuilt almost every 
other aspect of the course—including all nine green 
complexes, challenging new bunkers, and a dis-
tinct set of alternate tees. The project strengthened 
the course as a practice and competition venue for 
University golf teams, enhanced the challenges of the 
course, and incorporated environmentally sustain-
able features.
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Financial Success

Every one of the last five years has seen a record 

total in giving by alumni and friends of the University 

through the Sewanee Annual Fund. At the same time, 

the University endowment has experienced steady 

growth.

*Projected. Final figures not available at press time.
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In a recent interview, he discussed each 
of the four directions and how they are 
informing decision-making for the next 
five years.

Developing an Exemplary Learning 
Environment
Faculty development and expansion will 
be major priorities, with more hiring 
to add diverse curricular offerings, and 
increased emphasis on international-
izing the scholarly community. The 
College will focus on developing areas of 
strength, including literature, creative 
writing, and environmental studies. A 
reinvigorated Center for Teaching, with 

a goal of fostering conversations among 
faculty about instructional goals and 
methods, will occupy new quarters this 
fall in duPont Library. And watch for a 
focus on faculty-student research. To 
prepare a new generation of students 
for their careers, an accumulation of 
course credits will not be as persuasive 
as evidence that a graduate has learned 
how to create new knowledge. Being able 
to cite successful research efforts will 
allow graduates to say to a prospective 
employer, “I’m ready for large projects 
involving analyzing information and 
communicating results effectively. Let 
me tell you about a project I completed 
at Sewanee.”

Realizing the Potential of the Domain
Major goals include improving access 
and increasing safety on the 13,000-
acre Domain. Several significant 
research projects involving faculty, 
Sewanee students, and researchers 
from elsewhere will be underway, and 
that research will be visible to students. 
Reactivation of the University Farm will 
continue. 

New Directions: What to Expect Over 
the Next Five Years

Three years into the University’s 10-year strategic plan—a 20-

page document that contains 100 specific initiatives—Provost 

John Swallow says that what’s important about the plan is not so much 

the individual initiatives, but the four directions the plan sets out for a 

“stronger, truer version” of the University.

The next five years will see a continued emphasis on realizing the potential of the Domain as a resource for education and research.

New residence halls, like the recently opened 
Smith Hall, pictured here, will be added to 
accommodate increased enrollment.
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Extending the University’s Reach 
Locally and Globally
The College is working on mak-
ing Sewanee’s study-abroad offerings 
more immersive, and the study-abroad 
programs are being reconstituted under 
the Office of Global Education. The 
University will undertake a “compre-
hensive look at how the institution can 
promote global understanding,” Swallow 
says, with the aim of producing “an 
internationalization of the institution.” 
Because of the University’s importance 
to the area economy, “we’re going to be 
part of the shaping of the three-county 
[Franklin, Marion, Grundy] region.” 
And the creation of an Office of Com-
munity Engagement has opened a new 
chapter in the University’s relations with 
its neighbors. He says making food-
service workers University employees is 
evidence of Sewanee’s commitment to 
being a good neighbor. The University 
has raised its minimum wage for em-
ployees, Swallow notes, and the next five 
years will see continuing increases.

Fostering a Diverse, Cohesive, and 
Inclusive Community
Swallow says Sewanee must “prepare our 
students to enter a diverse society. We 
are obligated to prepare our students for 
the world in which they will live,” which 
means encountering people different 
from themselves. Increasing enroll-
ment over the next five years will give the 
University more options for increasing 
diversity, as will new faculty hiring. 

Paying for It
The University will launch a capital cam-
paign to help finance its ambitious stra-
tegic goals, to build its endowment, and 
to make improvements to the physical 
plant. One big goal will be raising funds 
to build a new University Commons, 
which will be the signature non-academic 
building of the campaign. A new build-
ing in the center of the campus will 
provide a place for students, faculty, and 

The University will seek to hire faculty with 
global experience. Assistant Professor of Music 
César Leal, pictured here, is from Colombia and 
has led music ensembles in Panama, France, 
and the Ukraine.

community members to come together.
A part of the capital campaign will 

be major funding for the School of 
Theology. “We do ourselves a disservice 
when we treat the College and the 
School of Theology as separate,” says 
Swallow. “We are one.”

The next five years will see contin-
ued emphasis on the renewal of exist-
ing buildings and construction of new 
structures, including more residence 
hall space to accommodate increased 
enrollment.

DuPont Library is undergoing ma-
jor infrastructure upgrades, and the next 
years will see continued improvements 
to the library.

The University will continue to 
find ways to improve sustainability. “We 
are being good stewards of the historic 
campus bequeathed to us by our prede-
cessors,” Swallow says.

A focus on student-faculty research will offer Sewanee students valuable experience and the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate problem-solving skills to future employers and graduate schools.
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T H E O L O G I A

Since 2012, seminarians from the School of Theology 
have traded their mountain surroundings for a place 
in the community of Westcott House in Cambridge, 
England. Each fall, one student from each seminary 

exchanges places with a student from the other and takes a full 
course load of study at their sister seminary. 

The exchange of seminarians is an important part of the 
School of Theology’s decision to strengthen its ties across the 
Communion. The partnership with Westcott House is one of 
the many ways those bonds of affection and professional con-
nections are encouraged. 

The Rev. Alice Courtwright, T’14, worked with the Rev. 
Dr. Benjamin King, professor of Church history for the 
School of Theology and alumnus of Westcott House, to create 
the program. Borrowing from Yale Divinity School’s longtime 
partnership with Westcott House, and with Dr. King’s experi-
ence as a seminarian at Westcott House, Courtwright prepared 

the way for this study-abroad opportunity. It has provided 
seminarians with a unique way to engage with the Mother 
Church in England and see where it all began. 

Both seminaries pride themselves on their history of 
welcoming international and exchange students, offering each 
student opportunities to study and experience formation for 
lay and ordained ministries at home and abroad. Cameron 
Nations, T’15, and his wife, Carly, went to Westcott in 2013. 
After a semester studying at Wescott House, Nations could see 
what made Sewanee and Wescott such a good pairing. “In many 
ways, I think Sewanee and Westcott view themselves as occupy-
ing the same churchmanship in their respective ecclesial bod-
ies. What unites both places is a desire to heal divisions across 
the Communion, to bring people of differing beliefs together 
to learn how to dwell together in the unity of Jesus Christ.” 

This year’s exchange students brought life and light with 
them to their respective locations. When you meet School of 

At Home Abroad: A Seminarian Exchange Program
By JaneAllison Wiggin, T’15

Westcott House student Antonio García Fuerte jumped at the chance to take part in the exchange program and to get to know the Episcopal Church in 
the United States firsthand.
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Theology student Trey Kennedy, 
T’16, and Westcott seminarian 
Antonio García Fuerte, you imme-
diately see how much they have in 
common, despite having grown up 
on different continents. Both men 
are warm, intelligent, and compas-
sionate—excellent qualities for two 
individuals affirmed in their calls 
to ordained ministry. Kennedy 
and García Fuerte share a love of 
the church and the enthusiasm to 
embark on a crosscultural immer-
sion semester. 

García Fuerte, originally from 
Madrid, was no stranger to inter-
national travel when he began at 
Westcott House. When he heard 
about the exchange opportunity, he 
jumped at the chance to get to know 
the Episcopal Church firsthand. Upon arriving, García Fuerte 
was welcomed with open arms into the life of the seminary 
community and he was able to embrace the closeness of small-
town living in Sewanee. 

A typical class day for García Fuerte, he says, was “very 
balanced between study, exercise, and relaxing.” García Fuerte 
was a regular in the Chapel of the Apostles, participating in 
the daily office and community Eucharist, and he was enthu-
siastic about his chapel experience. “I loved it! I found amaz-
ing spaces for prayer, inside and out. It was [the language of] 
the Episcopal Church’s Book of Common Prayer that made 
me feel instantly at home.” Even more familiar to his ears, the 
seminary’s variety of weekly Spanish services allowed García 
Fuerte to pray in his native tongue with those seminarians 
preparing for bilingual ministries. 

When asked what three words he would use to describe 
the School of Theology, García Fuerte responded, “Inspir-
ing. Warm. Loving.” Students who were lucky enough to share 
classes and meals with García Fuerte would use those same 
three words to describe his presence at the School. 

Kennedy grew up in Alabama and traveled as far as Mon-
tana and Washington, D.C., before coming to Sewanee. Even 

before starting his master of divin-
ity courses at Sewanee, Kennedy 
had heard about the connection to 
Westcott House. He knew, prior to 
seminary, that he wanted to study in 
England. The seminarian exchange 
offered just that opportunity. “It 
was fascinating to study in the 
country where the Anglican Com-
munion began and to walk around 
and see so much Reformation 
history,” he says. He reports feeling 
the same abundance of hospitality 
that García Fuerte experienced in 
Sewanee from his first day at West-
cott House. 

Kennedy came back with 
wonderful memories of his time 
and travels in the United King-
dom. The opportunity to regularly 

experience the great English tradition of choral evensong 
left a lasting impression on him. After spending a semester 
immersed in the Church of England, he now has a greater 
appreciation and insight into the Episcopal Church’s Book of 
Common Prayer. He also returned with a deeper understand-
ing of himself. 

The experience of studying abroad is invaluable to one’s 
formation. For those called to ministry, it is also an exercise 
in seeing one’s self as a part of the global body of Christ. It is 
exhilarating to breathe the air of a new place and be able to 
listen to different perspectives in and out of class. Only on the 
Cambridge campus would Kennedy have been able to bump 
into and speak to former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan 
Williams. 

For Kennedy and García Fuerte, the exchange enriched 
their experiences as seminarians and was an invaluable part of 
their education and formation. What began as a student-driven 
mission to experience priestly formation abroad has also 
resulted in strengthening the bonds between the two seminar-
ies. It has made dialogue possible on academic work and field 
education preparation for ministry that will continue for many 
years to come.

School of Theology student Trey Kennedy knew before he 
came to seminary that he wanted to study in England, and the 
exchange program offered that opportunity.
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A D V A N C I N G  S E W A N E E

W hen Suzanne Dansby, C’81, was a Sewanee 
student, Gerald Smith, the Robert M. Ayres 
distinguished chair of religion, was near the 
beginning of his career. Smith noticed that 

professors in the earth sciences were spending a lot of time in 
the field with their students—scouting for plants, looking at 
rock formations, observing wildlife at ephemeral ponds—and 
he wondered how 
he could apply those 
practices to a reli-
gion class.

Smith looked 
around and real-
ized that religion, 
as practiced by 
rural people in the 
Southern Appa-
lachians, was tied 
closely to how they 
lived their lives, 
how they celebrated 
their triumphs and 
solved the problems 
of their existence in 
a rural and isolat-
ing landscape. 
Smith began taking 
religion students on field trips and connecting them through 
physical experience to the religion of the Appalachians.

Dansby was one of the first students to experience that new 
experiential teaching method, and she remembers it clearly. 
“I can remember, even as a student here over 30 years ago, 
he took his students outside of the classroom for learning,” 
Dansby says. “It gives students an opportunity to truly absorb 
the matter at hand, not just to memorize or learn something 
by rote. Smith sent his students out on ‘missions,’ or into the 
field, to learn more firsthand, and to actually experience what 
they are studying.”

Dansby says one of her assignments from Smith was to 
find a church in the community and to attend a service there. 
Her class had been studying churches that practiced snake 
handling and speaking in tongues. She was intrigued when 

Smith said there were such churches in the Sewanee area.
“A friend and I found one down a dirt road, located in the 

woods. It was a Church of God, and had a small pond next to 
it, which they used for baptisms. It was white, simple, and very 
small. And, of course, the service was very fundamentalist in 
nature. It was a moving and educational experience.”

Smith intended his students’ experiences to be sharp and 
memorable. From 
the “mission trip” 
of Dansby’s day, 
Smith continues to 
develop articulated 
experiential learn-
ing activities.

Today, Smith 
sometimes takes his 
classes down the 
Mountain to a spot 
near the community 
of Orme. He pulls 
the University van to 
the side of the road 
and leads students 
on a short hike to a 
streambed, where 
he asks them to stack 
stream-rounded 

rocks, from eight to 18 inches in diameter, and then to mea-
sure the pile. Then, they drive down the road to a church that 
was built by hand with rocks like those the students have been 
stacking, from the same streambed, by the people who once 
worshipped there. “Because they’ve moved rocks themselves, 
they could more fully understand the effort and commitment 
and dedication that it took to build a house of worship,” Smith 
says. “I could never convey that aspect of rural religion in the 
same way through a lecture or discussion.”

As a student, Dansby benefited from this kind of experi-
ential learning—learning that is both engaged with community 
and kinesthetic—and she was also moved by the people she 
met. “After one of our trips, Suzanne came to me and said she 
would like to help in this area one day,” Smith remembers.

In December 2014, Dansby took a significant step to-

Smith Endowment Will Support Experiential Learning
By Tom Sanders

A gift from Suzanne Dansby (right) has established a new endowment to honor Gerald Smith (left). 
The Gerald L. Smith Experiential Learning Fund will foster community engagement and place-
based study.
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ward a goal she identified decades ago. Meeting on campus, 
Smith had told her about some of the new activity taking place 
through the Office of Community Engagement and the Col-
laborative for Southern Appalachian Studies. She wanted to 
learn more and met with faculty, staff, and students who were 
involved in those activities.

One approach she learned about was a 
system of financial incentives for faculty to 
incorporate experiential learning into their 
courses—following the Smith example. A 
grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion was in part providing annual funds for 
this activity on a temporary basis. Dansby 
began to wonder if she could help encourage 
more broadly the kind of learning she found so beneficial as a 
student.

From those conversations was born a new endowment, the 
Gerald L. Smith Experiential Learning Fund. The purpose 
of the new endowment is to foster community engagement, 
place-based study in the local area, field work, and hands-on 
learning so that students will gain insight into how Appala-
chian people have encountered the region physically, intellec-
tually, and spiritually.

While Dansby understands the efficacy of experiential 
learning in general, she also remembers the importance of 
learning about the local area, and asked that the fund support 
projects in the Southern Appalachians.

Through the Smith Fund, faculty will be able to earn 
summer salary to develop new course components or course 
support to cover the extra cost of taking students off campus. 
Students will be able to participate by applying for a research 
assistantship or internship on projects in the area. Awards for 

both faculty and students will be restricted to 
projects that are in the humanities and hu-
manistic social sciences or are interdisciplin-
ary with strong input from the humanities.

For Dansby, the gift is motivated by what 
she learned from Smith as well as by what he 
meant to her and what he means to the com-
munity. “Jerry Smith is an icon at Sewanee, 
who has immersed himself in this com-

munity for over 40 years, in more ways than any one person 
could explain,” she says. “On a more personal level, he was my 
adviser and a mentor. He cares for his students, and he listens 
to them. He was there for me during a time in my life when 
I needed the support of someone like him, and for that I am 
most grateful.”

Thanks to the Smith Fund for Experiential Learning, this 
student-professor relationship will be honored in perpetuity, 
and the Smith Fund will influence new generations of profes-
sors to teach outside the classroom and convey lessons that 
last a lifetime. Former students of Smith are encouraged to 
contribute to the fund. For more information, contact Terri 
Williams at 931.598.1128 or email gifts@sewanee.edu.

Smith’s students often leave the classroom to engage in hands-on learn-
ing experiences. Here, a class stacks rocks along a dry streambed near 
Orme, Tenn.

After the rock-stacking exercise, the students visit a church that was built 
with rocks from that same streambed. “I could never convey that aspect 
of rural religion in the same way through a lecture,” says Smith.

Through the Smith Fund, 
faculty will be able to earn 
summer salary to develop 
new course components or 
to cover the extra cost of 
taking students off campus.
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S P O R T S

Sewanee is a place of history, a place where students walk 
in the shadows of those who came before. Inside the 
Robert Dobbs Fowler Athletic Center lobby stretches a 
timeline that reflects the history of Tiger sports. Pho-

tos, awards, and gameballs of championship teams and players 
who donned the purple and gold.

Athletic accomplishments often are not recognized as 
historic when they happen. But this spring, many of us had a 
front-row seat as a team of remarkable scholar-athletes made 
its mark.

Not since 1963 had a Sewanee team finished a regular 
season unbeaten. Fifty-two years 
later, it happened again. Led by 
Southern Athletic Association 
(SAA) Coach of the Year Michele 
Dombrowski, the Tiger women’s 
lacrosse team finished its regular 
season a perfect 16-0.

Along with being the first 
Tiger women’s program to do so, 
the team set the school’s longest 
winning streak in all sports while 
ranking second in the NCAA in 
scoring. The Tigers also ranked 
in the top 10 nationally in scor-
ing margin, win percentage, and 
draws.

The SAA regular season 
champions also received their 
first-ever at-large bid into the NCAA tournament. Sewanee 
also earned a trip to the second-round of the “Big Dance” for 
first time in program history.

 “I think this season really demonstrated the importance 
of balance, both in terms of statistics and leadership,” says 
Dombrowski. “We had 12 upperclassmen who really took their 
leadership roles seriously and complemented each other and 
the coaching staff very well.”

Individually, co-captain Ellie Murphy, C’15, was named 
the SAA Offensive Player of the Year. She was joined on the 
All-SAA Team by Mallory Grimm, C’15; Sally Anne Green-
wood, C’15; Relly King, C’18; Alexis Crittenden, C’16; Dori 
Wilson, C’16; Crawford Horan, C’17; Katie Riddle, C’16; and 

Undefeated! Women’s Lacrosse 
Completes Historic Season
By Clayton Felts, sports information director

Wittney Reed, C’16.
Murphy, Crittenden, Greenwood, Grimm, and King also 

went on to garner Women’s College Lacrosse Association All-
Region honors.

More than the awards and statistics, this team proved to be 
a group that played together, that put egos aside and was ready 
when each player’s number was called to contribute.

“While we battled injuries and illness, our versatility really 
became a strength,” says Dombrowski. “This team stayed fo-
cused on the process of team development and really didn’t get 
distracted by records or things outside of our control through-

out the year.”
Senior standout Ellie Murphy 

agrees. “Our love for one another 
and our desire to take this team 
to new heights is what ultimately 
made us the biggest threat in our 
conference,” she says.

Along the way there were many 
standout performances. Despite 
playing the entire match to the 
point of exhaustion, Alden Wool-
ford, C’18, held Rhodes’s Maggie 
Rippeto scoreless for the only time 
in the regular season. In that same 
match, Riddle scored the game-
winning goal a man down with 20 
seconds left. That handed Rhodes 
its only regular season loss of the 

year. Weeks later, Grimm tied a Tiger single-match record 
with eight goals against Birmingham-Southern. There were 
also the fans and parents who supported the team in the cold, 
rain, and fog. The fans who showed up in such numbers for 
an NCAA tournament game at Washington & Lee’s Watt Field 
that a W&L fan commented that it looked early like a Sewanee 
home match.

Those are just a few in a season that had so many special 
moments. Moments that set a new standard for the program 
and all teams that follow.

“I can’t say I went into this year expecting to be undefeated 
in the regular season,” says co-captain Brita Brudvig, C’15. “If 
the team keeps raising its expectations, it will do some amazing 
things in years to come.”

Senior co-captain Ellie Murphy was named SAA Offensive Player 
of the Year.
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1956
Edward T. Bramlitt recently 
published “Radiation Exposure 
of Aviation Crewmembers 
and Cancer” in the journal 
Health Physics. He is also 
co-organizer of a special ses-
sion on ionizing radiation in 
flight to be presented at the 
Health Physics Society annual 
meeting in Indianapolis in July 
2015. Most of Edward’s pro-
fessional career was spent in 
the nuclear weapons business, 
including cleanups of contami-
nation after weapon tests at 
Enewetak and Johnston Atolls. 
Edward says he continues to 
enjoy Sewanee Homecom-
ing, which he has attended 
often and for each of the last 
10 years with his Sewanee 
roommate, David Lindholm of 
Atlanta.  

1961
David Elliott has accepted 
the call to become interim 
rector of St. Peter’s Episco-
pal Church, Oxford, Miss. He 
began there as chaplain at Ole 
Miss and curate at the church 
in 1969. W. Scott Welch has 
been named to the University 
of Mississippi School of Law 
Alumni Hall of Fame. He was 
inducted into the Alumni Hall 
of Fame during a ceremony 
held on March 21 as part of 
the Ole Miss School of Law’s 
annual Law Weekend. Senior 
counsel in Baker Donelson’s 
Jackson, Miss., office, Scott 
is a civil trial lawyer who has 
served as president of the 
Mississippi Bar, as national 
president of the American 
Board of Trial Advocates 
(ABOTA), and as a member of 
the American Bar Association 
Board of Governors and House 
of Delegates for many years. 
In 2012, he was recognized 
with the Mississippi Defense 
Lawyers Association Lifetime 
Achievement Award and as the 
University of Mississippi Law 
Alumnus of the Year. 

1966
Heyward Coleman has pub-
lished Where the Wind Blows, 
his second book. His first book, 
The Next Port, recounted his trip 
around the world in a 42-foot 
sailboat. Where the Wind Blows 
finds Heyward putting his career 
on hold to embark on a sailing 
trip with his family through the 
Mediterranean Sea, where they 
learn to appreciate a variety 
of cultures, the delicate art of 
cruising life, and even more 
about themselves. James 
Gipson is asking alumni and 
friends of Sewanee to donate 
to the Rainbow Fund of the 
University of the South. Mail 
donations to the Rainbow 
Fund, Office of University 
Advancement, 735 University 
Ave, Sewanee, TN, 37383.

1967
Dan Anderson recently 
published his fifth book, The 
Loves of Cinderella. The novel 
is a modern twist on an old 
fairy tale. The book explores 
what would happen if Cinder-
ella, one of the world’s most 
beloved and iconic characters, 
lived in the geopolitical situa-
tion of the 21st century rather 
than the 17th. Lee Thomas 
took a photo with a Sewanee 
pennant at the summit of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. He 
made it to the top in seven 
days along with three of his 
children. P.R. Walter invites 
alumni to watch his storytelling 
videos. To see them, search 
for “Ashley wants a dog,” “An-
tonio still sings,” and “There 
once was a king.” Aaron Welch 
and his son have been build-
ing up a clam and shellfish 
business on Tampa Bay, Fla., 
for the last three years. His 
son is working on his Ph.D. 
in aquaculture at the Univer-
sity of Miami. The name of 
their company is “Two Docks 
Shellfish.” Aaron, his son, and 
their employees are out on the 
water three or four days per 
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week, and they now have about 
one and a half million animals 
in the water. The clams and 
other shellfish are sold to 
some high-end restaurants and 
a few retail outlets. If it takes 
hard work to make a profit, 
Aaron says he’s confident that 
the company will turn a profit 
in the future. 

This photo of Guy R. Dotson 
Jr.; Samantha Erin Dotson, 
C’09; and Guy R. Dotson Sr., 
C’64, was made just before 
Samantha was introduced to 
the Tennessee State Supreme 
Court by Guy Jr. to be sworn 
to practice law in the State 
of Tennessee. Samantha and 
Guy Sr. graduated from the 
University of Tennessee Law 
School. Guy Jr. graduated from 
Memphis State Law School. 
Guy Jr. and Guy Sr. practice 
law together in Murfreesboro. 
Samantha is practicing law in 
Nashville.

Susan Askew, C’86, took this photo of most of the Sewanee con-
tingent that attended the memorial service for Bert Polk, C’67, 
at Arlington National Cemetery. From left to right: Jackson Fray, 
Buck Lyon-Vaiden, Bill Steele, Tom Vollrath, Lyle Key, Aaron 
Welch, Bob Hynson, Peter Oleson, Jim Sutton, all C’67; Kathy 
Polk, and Beeler Brush, C’68. Paul Frantz, C’67, and Milton 
Schafer, C’68, also attended.

Lee Thomas, C’67, with a Se-
wanee pennant at the summit 
of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. 
He made it to the top in seven 
days along with three of his 
children.

1968
Robert Wyatt is associate 
priest for outreach and adult 
formation at Grace Episcopal 
Church in Hinsdale, Ill. He 
retired in September as rector 
of St. Helena’s, Burr Ridge, 
Ill. At St. Helena’s, he was 
instrumental in starting a suc-
cessful Spanish ministry. He is 
also a trustee of Chicago’s St. 
Augustine College, an Episco-
pal-related bilingual institution 
serving a mainly Latino popula-
tion. He and his wife, Terri 
Lackey, live in downtown Oak 
Park, Ill. Terri is director for 
communication of the Women 
of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.
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1970
Stephen Oliver Fouraker lives 
in Atlantic Beach, Fla., where 
he has worked as circulation 
manager for The Florida Times-
Union for 27 years. Sam Logan 
is busy as CEO of Fuel Cell 
Solutions  and Logan Energy, 
headquartered in Atlanta. Jack 
Miller is director of the library 

and teacher of philosophy 
and computer science at Ben 
Franklin Academy in Atlanta. 
Alec Moseley is one of a 
group of alumni who became 
friends at Sewanee in the late 
’60s and have gotten together 
annually to watch the SEC 
basketball tournament for 24 
years.

1971
Katherine Fockele Elberfeld 
has published a short story 
collection, Make Yourselves at 
Home. Since graduating from 
Sewanee, she has worked as 
a journalist and writer, and 
became an Episcopal priest 
and founder of the Gabriel 
Center for Servant-Leadership 
in Marietta, Ga. Todd Ison ran 
in the 2015 Boston Marathon 
on April 20 and finished in a 
time of 4 hours, 15 minutes. 
Todd says it was a glorious day 
of celebration for both the run-
ners and the American people. 
William Province is in Guate-
mala serving a two-year medi-
cal mission. He retired on April 
1, 2014, closing the oldest 
medical practice in Indiana, 
which his great-grandfather 
started in 1867.

1973
The Rev. Mike Lumpkin retired 
in November 2014 from St. 
Paul’s Summerville, S.C., after 
serving as its rector for 19 
years. He served as a parish 
priest for 32 years after a ca-
reer with IBM. He and his wife, 
Ellen, plan to move in 2015 to 
Ravenel, S.C., 15 miles west 
of Charleston. 

1976
Robert McPherson retired in 
April 2015, and is now living in 
Bangkok, Thailand.

1978
Pat Boswell graduated on May 
18, 2015, from Wake Forest 
University with a master of 
divinity degree. Pat returned to 
school after a 30-year career 
in local government manage-
ment and plans a second ca-
reer working with the aging and 
those at the end of life. Steve 
Vinson’s wife, Jean, author 
of three children’s books and 
publisher of educational color-
ing books for developing coun-
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tries, accompanied him on his 
sixth mission trip to provide 
pediatric care to children in the 
Dominican Republic. Her third 
trip was blessed with their 
seeing about 120 children and 
sharing her book El Secreto 
de Estar Seguros (The Secret 
of Being Healthy) with them. 
They joined Galilee Episcopal 
Church in Virginia Beach, Va., 
10 years ago, and the church 
has been sponsoring trips to 
the Dominican Republic for 12 
years.

1983
Paul Pearigen has been ap-
pointed to the rank of rear 
admiral in the U.S. Navy.

1987
Piers Spencer, oldest son of 
Ashley Spencer and Peter 
Spencer, C’84, was married 
to Elisabeth “Libby” Bursley 
in August 2014 in Old Town, 
Alexandria, Va. After a honey-
moon in California, the couple 
resides in the Arlington, Va. 
Piers is a third-year project 
engineer with Clark Construc-
tion and Libby will be teaching 
English as a second language 
to high school students in a 
local school. Jackson Spencer, 
Ashley and Peter’s younger 
son, is enjoying his third and 
fourth years as an anthropol-
ogy major at the University of 
Virginia. Peter and Ashley are 
enjoying being empty nesters.

1988
Susan Landreth Everitt was 
recently promoted to director 
of alumni affairs for Georgia 
Regents University in Augusta, 
Ga. Her position oversees 
alumni relations for all nine 
of the colleges within Georgia 
Regents University including 
the Medical College of Geor-
gia; College of Allied Health 
Sciences; Pamplin College of 
Arts, Humanities, and Social 
Sciences; Hull College of 

Billy Cunningham, C’70; Jim 
Williams, C’69; Luis Leon, 
C’71; Frank Gummey, C’67; 
Alec Moseley, C’70; David 
Loftis, C’70; Buck Hinkle, 
C’70; and Will Tindal, C’68, 
have gotten together annually 
to watch the SEC basketball 
tournament for 24 years. The 
group took this picture at the 
2014 tournament in Atlanta.

Katherine Fockele Elberfeld, 
C’71, published a short story 
collection, Make Yourselves at 
Home. Since graduating from 
Sewanee, she has worked as 
a journalist and writer, then 
became an Episcopal priest, 
and founder of the Gabriel 
Center for Servant-Leadership 
in Marietta, Ga.

Sewanee Phi Delta Theta 
alumni John Peebles, C’73, 
Frank Lankford, C’71, and Da-
vid Parker, C’71, contemplate 
the great Calydonian Boar.

Pat Boswell, C’78, graduated 
on May 18, 2015, from Wake 
Forest University with a master 
of divinity degree.
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KEEP IN TOUCH!
We know exciting things have happened since you left the 
Mountain. Let us know about your new job, promotion, 
marriage or family addition. Send news to: 
 classnotes@sewanee.edu or
 Buck Butler
 Office of Marketing & Communications
 735 University Avenue
 Sewanee, TN 37383-1000

Deadlines and policies Class notes deadlines fall about 
10 weeks before the magazine is published. Sewanee 
magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please 
let us know about weddings, births, and degrees received 
after they have happened. 

Alumni photograph policies We accept photos of 
Sewanee groups at weddings and other special events. With 
the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni 
pictured; birth date, parents’ names, and class years with 
photos of children; dates and locations of events pictured. 
 Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; 
color is preferred. Prints should be on glossy paper with no 
surface texture. Prints will be returned at your request; write 
your name and address on the back.
 Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 300 pixels per 
inch and 4 x 6 in. minimum dimension. Low-resolution 
photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.

Rebecca Crumrine Rieder, 
C’91, of Hedgepeth, Heredia, 
Crumrine & Morrison has been 
selected for the 2015 Top 
100 Georgia Super Lawyers 
List and the Top 50 Women in 
Georgia Super Lawyers List.

Clara Forsyth, daughter of Mary “Molly” Holdeman, C’96, was baptized by David Frazelle, C’97, at 
Chapel of the Cross in Chapel Hill, N.C., on All Saints’ Sunday 2014.

Heather Smith, C’97, and her 
husband, Claude Smith, wel-
comed a daughter, Dabney, on 
April 9, 2013. The family lives 
in Dallas, Texas.

Business; College of Dental 
Medicine; College of Educa-
tion; the Graduate School; Col-
lege of Nursing; and College of 
Science and Mathematics.

1991
Rebecca Crumrine Rieder of 
Hedgepeth, Heredia, Crumrine 
& Morrison has been selected 
for the 2015 Top 100 Georgia 
Super Lawyers List (one of only 
nine women to be) and the Top 
50 Women in Georgia Super 
Lawyers List. These awards 
are significant because the 
attorneys are nominated by 
and voted on solely by other 
Georgia lawyers.

1992
Kristen “Kristi” Lee has 
published her first novella, Sur-
prised at Nothing. Copies can 
be purchased from Amazon 
and Barnes & Noble.

1996
Mary “Molly” Holdeman’s 
daughter, Clara Forsyth, was 
baptized by David Frazelle, 
C’97, at Chapel of the Cross in 
Chapel Hill, N.C., on All Saints’ 
Sunday. Lizzie Anderson Wor-
den was promoted to associ-
ate professor with tenure at 
American University in Wash-
ington, D.C., in May 2014. She 
also won a Fulbright award to 
Northern Ireland. From Sep-
tember 2014 to January 2015, 
Lizzie and her family lived on 
the north coast of the coun-
try, where she began a new 
research project on education 
and social memory after the 
Troubles.

1997
Heather Smith and her hus-
band, Claude Smith, welcomed 
a daughter, Dabney, on April 
9, 2013. The family lives in 
Dallas, Texas. Tania Talman 
is head of marketing for the 
oncology franchise at United 
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Therapeutics. In March, she 
launched United Therapeutics’  
first cancer therapy, a monoclo-
nal antibody that significantly 
improves survival in patients 
with neuroblastoma, the 
most common solid tumor in 
children and the most common 
cancer in infants.

1998
Ted Boehm and Lauren 
Boehm, C’99, welcomed 
Eleanor Grace Boehm on Feb. 
20, 2014. Ryland Moore and 
Brittany Moore welcomed their 
third child, Reid Chapman 

Rebecca Campbell, C’02, and Quentin Watkins, C’99, were married in Dallas, Texas, at the Church of the Incarnation on Sept. 27, 
2014. Their family and friends gathered to celebrate with them in November, including these Sewanee alumni: Rachel Eason, C’03; 
Mary Elizabeth Weber, C’02; Andrew Smith, C’99; Jessica Osaki, C’02; Houston Howell, C’02; Cody Smith, C’00; Rachel Hall Clif-
ford, C’02; Scott Maule, C’99; Kevin Rivers, C’99; Luke Barnett, C’99; Elizabeth Watkins Price, C’02; Emily Watkins Ragland, C’05; 
Margaret Chadbourn, C’04; Ryan Cosgrove, C’02; Tara Cosgrove, C’02; Orrin Harrison, C’71; Amy Hoffman, C’02; Michael Hoffman, 
C’00; and Tad Kayes, C’00.

David Bradbury, C’01, 
and his wife, Russelle, 
welcomed their third 
child, Susie Madden 
Bradbury, on June 2, 
2014. Susie joins 
siblings Pearce and 
Annie Ray.

William Wright, C’01, 
welcomed his daugh-
ter, Alice McIver Wright, 
on Jan. 6, 2015.

Chase Neal, C’02, and 
his wife, Rachel, are 
the parents of Clara 
McCall Neal, born Dec. 
5, 2014. The Neals 
live in Nashville, Tenn.

Lauren, C’99, and Ted 
Boehm, C’98, wel-
comed Eleanor Grace 
Boehm on Feb. 20, 
2014.
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Charles Baarcke and Mary 
Cutler Baarcke, both C’02, 
welcomed their second son, 
John Huger “Jack” Baarcke on 
Aug. 23, 2014.

Sam Parish and Emily Burnett Parish, both C’02, welcomed 
Samantha Wells Parish on July 9, 2014.

Darius Swoope, C’02, and 
his wife, Anissa, welcomed a 
daughter, Daria Alaina Gabri-
elle Swoope on May 4, 2015.

Kyle McKinnon, C’03, married Joyce Butterworth, C’07, on Sept. 27, 2014, in Birmingham, Ala. 
Sewanee alumni in the wedding party included Lanier Norville, C’07; Margaret Stacy, C’07; Liz 
Liston, C’07; Virginia Gaeta Nagiec, C’07; Douglass Flowers, C’07; William Hooker, C’04; Patrick 
Hayden, C’01; and Drew Webster, C’03.

Taylor Sutherland, C’04, and Leigh Anderson Sutherland, C’07, 
were married on Oct. 17, 2014, at Wightman Chapel in Nash-
ville, Tenn., with a reception at the Parthenon. Sewanee alumni 
in attendance include Elizabeth Bradley Badgar, C’07; William 
Weber, C’07; Alison Reynolds Weber, C’07; Leigh Anderson 
Sutherland; Taylor Sutherland; Mike Lelchitski, C’07; Jeanette 
Smith Lelchitski, C’07; and Megan O’Roark, C’09.

Moore, on Nov. 29, 2014. 
Reid joins brother and sister, 
Bennett (three years old) and 
Julia (15 months). The family 
continues to live in Hood River, 
Ore., and Ryland works as a 
wealth management invest-
ment adviser for Arnerich Mas-
sena in Portland.

1999
Lauren and Ted Boehm, C’98, 
welcomed Eleanor Grace 
Boehm on Feb. 20, 2014. 
Quentin Watkins and Rebecca 
Campbell, C’02, were married 
in Dallas, Texas, at the Church 
of the Incarnation on Sept. 27, 
2014. 

2001
David Bradbury and his wife, 
Russelle, welcomed their third 
child, Susie Madden Bradbury, 
on June 2, 2014. Susie joins 
siblings Pearce and Annie Ray. 
William Wright welcomed his 
daughter, Alice McIver Wright, 
on Jan. 6, 2015.

2002
Charles Baarcke and Mary 
Cutler Baarcke welcomed their 
second son, John Huger “Jack” 
Baarcke on Aug. 23, 2014. He 
joins big brother Charlie (three 
years old). Rebecca Campbell 
and Quentin Watkins, C’99, 
were married in Dallas, Texas, 
at the Church of the Incarna-
tion on Sept. 27, 2014. Chase 
Neal and his wife, Rachel, are 
the parents of Clara McCall 
Neal, born Dec. 5, 2014. The 
Neals live in Nashville, Tenn. 
Sam Parish and Emily Burnett 
Parish welcomed Samantha 
Wells Parish on July 9, 2014. 
Wells joins big sister Lucy, who 
turned four in January 2015. 
Sewanee alumni Jessica 
Osaki, Houston Howell, and 
Sara Parish, C’05, are Wells’ 
godparents. Darius Swoope 
and his wife, Anissa, welcomed 
a daughter, Daria Alaina Gabri-
elle Swoope on May 4, 2015, 
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in Chattanooga, Tenn. She is 
their first child.

2003
Kyle McKinnon married Joyce 
Butterworth, C’07, on Sept. 
27, 2014, in Birmingham, Ala.

2004
Peter Harrison and Kate Neal 
Harrison, C’05, are thrilled to 
announce the birth of their 
son, Simon Whitcomb Har-
rison, on Jan. 28, 2015. They 
live in New Milford, Conn., 
where Peter is an estate plan-
ning associate with the law 
firm of Cramer and Anderson. 
Kate just completed a mas-
ter’s program in organizational 
leadership with a concentra-
tion in nonprofit and public 
service management from 
Quinnipiac University. Amy 
Martin Lozier graduated with 
a master of fine arts degree 
in writing from the Vermont 
College of Fine Arts, where 
she delivered her graduate 
lecture, “The Perks of Writing 
a Wallflower: How Introverted 
Protagonists Engage Middle-
Grade and Teen Readers.” Amy 
works as a senior copywriter 
and lives in Kentucky with her 
husband, Matt, C’01, and their 
children, Oliver and Georgia. 
Andrew Schmidt has joined 
the staff at Willamette Univer-
sity in Salem, Ore., as direc-
tor of annual giving. Andrew 
spent the past three years in 
Hendersonville, N.C., serving 
as advancement analyst for 
Kanuga Conferences Inc. Tay-
lor Sutherland and Leigh An-
derson Sutherland, C’07, were 
married on Oct. 17, 2014, at 
Wightman Chapel in Nashville, 
Tenn., with a reception at the 
Parthenon. Leigh and Taylor 
live in Nashville, where they 
work as a paralegal/attorney 
team at Sutherland and Belk, 
a civil litigation firm specializ-
ing in representing plaintiffs in 
personal injury cases.

Marie Francfort Chen, C’05, 
and her husband, Matthew, 
are delighted to announce the 
birth of their son, Henry Edwin 
James, on Dec. 28, 2014, in 
Houston, Texas.

Hilary Worne Jarvis, C’05, and her husband, Russell Jarvis, welcomed 
their first child, Evelyn Kenneth “Evey” Jarvis, on Oct. 14, 2013.

Aggie Wright Stephenson, 
C’05, and her husband, 
Andrew, welcomed their first 
child, Sara Emerson, in sum-
mer 2014.

Brown Hobson, C’07, (center) was recently announced at the 
2015 Orvis Guide Rendezvous in Asheville, N.C., as the Orvis 
Endorsed Fly Fishing Guide of the Year.

Kate Neal Harrison, C’05, and Peter Harrison, C’04, welcomed a 
son, Simon Whitcomb Harrison, on Jan. 28, 2015.

Katherine Nielsen Currin, C’05, 
and Sam Currin, C’07, wel-
comed a son, Sam, on April 17, 
2014.
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2005
Marie Francfort Chen and her 
husband, Matthew, are delight-
ed to announce the birth of 
their son, Henry Edwin James, 
on Dec. 28, 2014, in Hous-
ton, Texas. Katherine Nielsen 
Currin and Sam Currin, C’07, 
welcomed a son, Sam, on April 
17, 2014. Kate Neal Harrison 
and Peter Harrison, C’04, are 
thrilled to announce the birth 
of their son, Simon Whitcomb 
Harrison, on Jan. 28, 2015. 
They live in New Milford, Conn. 
Kate just completed a mas-
ter’s program in organizational 
leadership with a concentra-
tion in nonprofit and public 
service management from 
Quinnipiac University. Peter is 
an estate planning associate 
with the law firm of Cramer and 
Anderson, LLP. Hilary Worne 
Jarvis and her husband, Rus-
sell Jarvis, welcomed their first 
child, Evelyn Kenneth “Evey” 
Jarvis, on Oct. 14, 2013. 
Evey’s godmother is Mary 
Bullard Elliott. Aggie Wright 
Stephenson and her husband, 
Andrew, welcomed their first 
child, Sara Emerson, in sum-
mer 2014. Michelle Tonelli co-
authored a chapter on “Federal 
Emergency Preparedness and 
Response and Homeland Se-
curity” in National Security Law 
and Policy, third edition.

2006
Travis Ayers is beginning a 
pediatric gastroenterology 
fellowship at the University of 
Maryland in Baltimore after re-
cently completing his pediatric 
residency at Tulane Univer-
sity. Jefferson Pierce Buster 
married Kelly Reda on Dec. 
6, 2014, in Charleston, S.C. 
Sewanee alumni in attendance 
included: Eric Pedersen and 
Jeff Patenaude (groomsmen); 
Coley McKinstry; Emma 
McKinstry, C’09; Ashley Rug-
gieri; Anne Wise; and Edmund 
Lord. Bendrick Cade and 
Faith Broussard Cade, C’07, 

Faith Broussard Cade, C’07, 
and Bendrick Cade, C’06, 
welcomed a daughter, Sydney 
Dionne, on Aug. 9, 2014. She 
is their first child.

Mary Katherine Stone Bould-
in, C’08, and her husband, 
Andrew, welcomed a baby boy, 
Rivers Jonathan Bouldin, on 
March 22, 2015.

Abby Becic Wood, C’09, and 
her husband, Tab Wood, C’08, 
welcomed a son, William 
Stuart Tabard Wood Jr., on Jan. 
21, 2015.

Eugenie Grevemberg Fromherz, C’09, and her husband, Kurt 
Fromherz, welcomed a baby girl, Lucille Eugenie Fromherz, on 
Oct. 12, 2014.

Grace King, C’09, married David Pratt on June 7, 2014, in 
Chapel Hill, N.C.
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Smith, C’09; DeWitt Tillett, 
C’08; Ford Tupper, C’09; 
Emerson Wolfe, C’09; and 
Mary Peterkin Worthington, 
C’08. Thomas Nielsen and 
Molly Nielsen, C’07, welcomed 
a daughter, Anna Jennings 
Nielsen on Jan. 20, 2015. Tab 
Wood and his wife, Abby Becic 
Wood, C’09, welcomed a son, 
William Stuart Tabard Wood Jr., 
on Jan. 21, 2015.  

2009
John Milam married Cassie 
Detering, C’08, on Sept. 27, 
2014, in Houston, Texas. 
Eugenie Grevemberg From-
herz and her husband, Kurt 
Fromherz, welcomed a baby 
girl, Lucille Eugenie Fromherz, 
on Oct. 12, 2014. She is their 
first child. Grace King married 
David Pratt on June 7, 2014, 
in Chapel Hill, N.C. Grace 
says their wedding reception 
included a Sewanee vs. David-
son cheer-off, and Sewanee 
won. Abby Becic Wood and 

her husband, Tab Wood, C’08, 
welcomed a son, William 
Stuart Tabard Wood Jr., on Jan. 
21, 2015.  

2010
Kirkland Bible has joined 
Shea Moskovitz & McGhee, a 
Memphis, Tenn., firm focused 
exclusively on family law, as 
an associate. Prior to her new 
role, Kirkland worked for the 
Law Office of Alan Pritchard. 
She received her law degree 
at the Cecil C. Humphreys 
School of Law at the University 
of Memphis. Sarah Katherine 
“Kaki” Nix and Christopher 
Mullins Tipler were married 
on Aug. 9, 2014, in All Saints’ 
Chapel in Sewanee.

2012
Will Stanley graduated from 
Yale Divinity School in May 
2015 and is now the curate 
of Holy Innocents’ Episcopal 
Church in Atlanta, Ga. He was 

welcomed a daughter, Sydney 
Dionne, on Aug. 9, 2014. She 
is their first child.

2007
Joyce Butterworth married 
Kyle McKinnon, C’03, on Sept. 
27, 2014, in Birmingham, 
Ala. Faith Broussard Cade 
and Bendrick Cade, C’06, 
welcomed a daughter, Sydney 
Dionne, on Aug. 9, 2014. She 
is their first child. Sam Currin 
and Katherine Nielsen Currin, 
C’05, welcomed a son, Sam, 
on April 17, 2014. Brown Hob-
son was recently announced 
at the 2015 Orvis Guide 
Rendezvous in Asheville, N.C., 
as the Orvis Endorsed Fly Fish-
ing Guide of the Year. Molly 
Nielsen and Thomas Nielsen, 
C’08, welcomed a daugh-
ter, Anna Jennings Nielsen, 
on Jan. 20, 2015. Leigh 
Anderson Sutherland and 
Taylor Sutherland, C’04, were 
married on Oct. 17, 2014, at 
Wightman Chapel in Nashville, 
Tenn., with a reception at the 
Parthenon. Leigh and Taylor 
live in Nashville where they 
work as a paralegal/attorney 
team at Sutherland and Belk, 
a civil litigation firm specializ-
ing in representing plaintiffs in 
personal injury cases.

2008
Mary Katherine Stone Bouldin 
and her husband, Andrew, 
welcomed a baby boy, Rivers 
Jonathan Bouldin, on March 
22, 2015. Cassie Detering 
married John Milam, C’09, on 
Sept. 27, 2014, in Houston, 
Texas. Sewanee alumni in 
attendance: Thomas Avery, 
C’09; Jessica Smith Brush, 
C’08; Scottie Coleman, C’08; 
Daniel Gottwald, C’10; Will 
Grundy, C’09; Lizzie Hamrick, 
C’08; Laura Johnson, C’08; 
Henry Kegan, C’09; Mary 
White Martin, C’08; Palmer 
Rafferty, C’09; Alicia Repec-
zky, C’09; Louis Smart, C’09; 
Langdon Smith, C’08; Ross 

Sarah Katherine “Kaki” Nix, C’10, and Christopher Mullins Tipler, C’10, were married on Aug. 9, 
2014, in All Saints’ Chapel in Sewanee. The wedding party included Anna Bosworth Boydston, 
C’10; Matron of Honor Claire DeBow Cotten, C’10; Maid of Honor Alice Nix, C’12; Sam Johnson, 
C’10; and Joe Appleyard, C’10.

ordained a priest in June after 
being ordained to the diacon-
ate on Dec. 20, 2015, at 
the Cathedral of St. Philip in 
Atlanta.

2013
Lauren Michelle Berny gradu-
ated with a master’s degree 
in community development 
from Vanderbilt University in 
May 2015. During her time at 
Vanderbilt, she concentrated 
in evaluation research. Lauren 
has accepted a position as an 
evaluation associate at Cen-
terstone Research Institute 
in Nashville, where she is cur-
rently researching and evaluat-
ing teenage pregnancy and 
the development of positive 
psychology in video games.

2014
Davis Brown married Grace 
Cowart on May 30, 2015, in 
Atlanta, Ga.
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 In Memoriam

Obituaries are published for alumni 
of the College of Arts and Sciences 
and select friends of the University. 
Sewanee magazine’s policy is 
to publish the names of surviving 
spouses. Due to space limitations, 
other survivors may not be listed.

Nicholas H. Wheless Jr., C’37, 
of Shreveport, La., died on 
Jan. 10, 2015. He attended 
Sewanee and later gradu-
ated from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology with a 
degree in chemical engineer-
ing. In 1942, he enlisted in 
the U.S. Army Air Corps, where 
he served as a meteorologist. 
He left the Air Corps in 1946 
and began his career in the 
oil and gas industry, taking on 
influential roles at a number of 
companies, including serving 
as president at General Mid 
Continent Oil & Gas Associa-
tion. He eventually served as 
a director of both Southwest-

Will Stanley, C’12, was ordained to the diaconate at the Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta, Ga., on Dec. 20, 2014. Sewanee alumni 
in attendance: Rhea Hyatt, C’12; Breck Pappas, C’12; Patrick Platzer, C’12; Laura Szyperski, C’11; Rob McAlister, C’12; Lawson 
Walker, C’12; Will Stanley; the Rev. Nicholas Hull, C’09; Elizabeth Smyth, C’12; Will Condon, C’12; and Maggie Lines, C’12.

Davis Brown, C’14, married Grace Cowart on May 30, 2015, in 
Atlanta, Ga. Fellow former and current Sewanee lacrosse play-
ers joined the bride and groom on the dance floor (left to right): 
Marty Johnson, C’13; Pierce Leonard, C’13; Patrick Dudley, 
C’13; Peter Rydell, C’14; Drew Lincoln, C’13; Davis Brown; 
Grace Cowart; James Millard, C’13; Reed Daniel, C’14; Tommy 
Healy, C’14; and Hayden Byrd, C’17. Also present but not pic-
tured: men’s lacrosse Head Coach Marty Watters and his wife, 
Maria Watters, C’94.

ern Electric Power Company 
from 1964 through 1987 and 
Kansas Southern Industries 
from 1973 until 1990. He is 
survived by a daughter, three 
grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren.

Frank J. Dana, C’41, of 
Columbia, S.C., died on Sept. 
24, 2014. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Sigma Alpha 
Espsilon. He served with the 
U.S. Army Air Corps, spend-
ing most of the war working 
on airplanes in Canada with 
Air Transport Command. After 
working for Reamer Industries, 
he joined the Dana Insurance 
Agency and worked there until 
his retirement. Throughout his 
life, he was a devoted member 
of the Trinity Episcopal Cathe-
dral, where he was a former 
member of the vestry. He is 
survived by three children and 
seven grandchildren.

Phillip William DeWolfe, C’41, 
of Brooksville, Fla., died on 
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pany. He found his niche in the 
securities industry and main-
tained his brokerage career for 
50 years. He is survived by his 
wife, Patricia, three children, 
six grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild.

Harrold Rae Flintoff, C’47, of 
Nashville, Tenn., died on Jan. 
3, 2015. He grew up in Se-
wanee and graduated from the 
Sewanee Military Academy and 
the University of the South. 
At Sewanee, he was a mem-
ber of Kappa Sigma. During 
World War II, he served with 
the 82nd Airborne Division in 
Europe, earning a Purple Heart 
and Distinguished Service 
Medal. After the war, he worked 
for Genesco and then spent 
over 40 years with the H.G. 
Hill Co., where he became 
executive vice president in the 
Real Estate Acquisition and 
Development Division. He is 
survived by three stepchildren, 
three step-grandchildren, and 
one step-great-grandchild.

Raul H. Mattei, C’47, of 
Titusville, N.J., died on Feb. 5, 
2015. For 11 years, he was 
the rector of St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church in Trenton, 
N.J. While there, he founded 
the St. Michael’s Church His-
panic Seniors Center, worked 
with the Old Trentino Neighbor-
hood Development Corpora-
tion, served on the board of 
Mercer Street Friends Center, 
and ministered with the Tren-
ton Ecumenical Area Mission. 
He is survived by six children, 
including Raul Antonio Mattei, 
C’72.

Wallace O. Westfeldt Jr., C’47, 
of Plattsburgh, N.Y., died on 
Jan. 11, 2015. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Phi Delta 
Theta. He served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps during World 
War II and the Korean War. His 
first newspaper job was as a 
reporter at the Tennessean, 
when it was at the forefront 
of covering desegregation. 

Feb. 5, 2013. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Delta 
Tau Delta. He was a World 
War II U.S. Army veteran and 
a member of St. Gregory’s 
Episcopal Church in Boca 
Raton. He graduated from 
Columbia University College 
of Physicians and Surgeons in 
1946 and practiced medicine 
for 54 years. He is survived by 
his wife, Barbara, five children, 
and one grandson.

John A. Hamilton, C’42, of Ta-
was City, Mich., died on Jan. 1, 
2015. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Phi Gamma Delta. 
Hamilton attended Sewanee 
until 1941, when he enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy as an aviation 
cadet. He earned his doctor of 
dentistry degree from the Uni-
versity of Detroit and served 
two years as an officer in the 
U.S. Navy Dental Corps in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. He was a mem-
ber of the national, state, and 
Detroit dental associations 
and several national fraterni-
ties during his time leading a 
private dental practice. He is 
survived by his wife, Jane, four 
children, eight grandchildren, 
and six great-grandchildren.

Fowler Dugger Jr., C’43, of 
Black Mountain, N.C., died 
on Oct. 15, 2014. He at-
tended Bowdoin College, the 
University of the South, and 
graduated from the University 
of Alabama. He received a 
master’s degree from Duke 
University. He was a mem-
ber of Delta Kappa Epsilon 
fraternity. He served his 
country during World War II in 
the U.S. Army, 2nd Regiment, 
4th Infantry Division. Dugger’s 
career as a writer began as a 
news reporter in Franklin, Va. 
He moved to Auburn, Ala., in 
1948, where he worked as 
news editor for the Lee County 
Bulletin and then in various 
capacities at Auburn Univer-
sity, including as editor of the 
Auburn Alumnews. He retired 
from Auburn as director of 

the AU News Bureau in 1987. 
While in Auburn, he was a 
working partner in the family 
commercial egg business, High 
Hope Farm. He also worked as 
director of news and publica-
tions at St. Andrews Presbyte-
rian College, Laurinburg, N.C. 
He is survived by four children 
and four grandchildren.

Overton W. Cameron Sr., C’44, 
of Meridian, Miss., died on 
Jan. 1, 2015. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Kappa Alpha 
Order. After attending Se-
wanee, he joined the Army Air 
Forces in 1942. While an Army 
Air Forces cadet, he received 
his undergraduate degree from 
the University of California at 
Los Angeles in physics and 
meteorology. He subsequently 
served with the 20th Photo 
Intelligence Detachment of the 
9th Air Force in the European 
Theater of Operations, landing 
in France on D-Day. After the 
war, he received his law degree 
from the University of Missis-
sippi Law School. In 1948, he 
moved to Meridian, where he 
began his law practice in his 
father’s firm. He practiced law 
for five decades as a member 
of the firm. He sang in the 
choir at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church and served as cantor 
at the Temple Beth Israel in 
Meridian. He is survived by 
three children, including his 
son, Overton Winston Cam-
eron Jr., C’73, five grandchil-
dren, including Ellen Cameron 
Nichol, C’04, and 10 great-
grandchildren.

Vernon B. Whiteside Jr., C’44, 
of Fairhope, Ala., died on 
March 20, 2015. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. He served as 
a pilot in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps during World War II, then 
returned to his studies and 
graduated from the University 
of Texas in Austin. After gradu-
ation, he moved to Mobile, 
Ala., to work for his uncle at 
T.A. Provence Shipping Com-

He was assigned to cover 
the landmark Supreme Court 
school segregation case, 
Brown v. Board of Education. 
He left in 1960 to work on 
the documentary series, NBC 
White Paper, then the news 
program The Huntley-Brinkley 
Report. He became the pro-
gram’s executive producer and 
oversaw NBC’s coverage of the 
Vietnam War, producing the 
first live, one-hour satellite re-
ports from overseas. He went 
on to launch NBC Nightly News, 
was the executive producer of 
NBC Reports, worked on Prime 
Time Sunday, and retired from 
the network in 1982. In 1987, 
Westfeldt began a long asso-
ciation with interviewer David 
Frost, who asked him to pro-
duce a 13-part series on the 
1988 presidential candidates 
called The Next President. He 
also worked on Talking with 
David Frost and One on One 
with David Frost. His awards in-
cluded four Emmys, a Peabody, 
and an American Bar Associa-
tion Silver Gavel Award. He is 
survived by his wife, Miriam, 
one child, and two grandchil-
dren.

Porter Williams Jr., C’47, 
of Charleston, S.C., died on 
Oct. 29, 2014. In 1939, he 
enrolled at Sewanee, but his 
studies were interrupted by 
World War II. He volunteered 
for service, was trained as an 
infantryman, and served in 
General Patton’s Third Army in 
France. He sustained serious 
injuries in battle, later receiv-
ing the Bronze Star and the 
Purple Heart. Upon discharge 
from the military, he returned 
to Sewanee to complete his 
studies. After graduating, he 
joined his father at the Caro-
lina Savings Bank, but then 
began graduate study at the 
University of Virginia, where he 
earned a master’s degree in 
English literature. He was then 
awarded a Fulbright Fellowship, 
and spent the following two 
years at Cambridge University 
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Max W. Lawson Sr., C’51, of 
Greeneville, Tenn., died on 
Feb. 13, 2015. He joined the 
U.S. Navy at the age of 17 in 
1945. He served on the island 
of Guam, where he was on 
Admiral Chester Nimitz’s staff. 
He again served in the Korean 
War after being called up with 
the Naval Reserve in 1951. 
After attending Sewanee and 
Marshall University, he gradu-
ated from West Virginia Univer-
sity and then became a labor 
relations consultant. He en-
tered the automobile business 
in 1956, when he began work-
ing for the Chevrolet division 
of General Motors as a district 
manager. He purchased the 
Chevrolet dealership in Green-
eville in 1971 and opened 
a Chrysler-Plymouth-Dodge 
dealership in 1986. Lawson 
and his son, Lennie, opened a 
standalone Mazda dealership 
in 2001. In 2008, he sold his 
business to his partners, but 
re-entered the car business 
with his son in 2009 with the 
purchase of Gateway Ford 
Lincoln Mazda. He is survived 
by his wife, Barbara, two sons, 
seven grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren.

Merrill C. Miller Jr., C’51, of 
Cary, N.C., died on Jan. 22, 
2015. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Phi Gamma 
Delta. He enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force during the Korean 
War, was selected for Officer 
Candidate School and was 
commissioned as a second 
lieutenant. Upon discharge 
from the Air Force, he enrolled 
in the Divinity School of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Philadelphia. He was ordained 
a priest in his parish, St. Bar-
tholomew’s in Pittsboro, N.C. 
In June 1959, he began two 
years of advanced clinical pas-
toral training at the Institute of 
Religion, Texas Medical Center, 
Houston, Texas. He served as 
a chaplain to Charlotte, N.C., 
hospitals and served on the 
board of Penick Retirement 

in England, where he contin-
ued his studies in literature, 
leading to another master’s 
degree. Upon his return to the 
United States, Williams taught 
for a year at Sewanee and 
then joined the faculty of the 
English Department at North 
Carolina State University, pur-
suing an active academic ca-
reer of teaching and research 
until his retirement in 1985.

James Thomas Beavers, C’48, 
of Waynesboro, Tenn., died on 
May 26, 2013.

Bev R. Laws, C’49, of Hous-
ton, Texas, died on March 28, 
2015. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. After graduating from 
Sewanee, he earned a master 
of arts degree at New York 
University. He began his career 
in Montgomery, Ala., where 
he was a teacher and coach. 
Working a part-time job with 
the city’s Recreation Depart-
ment introduced him to the 
YMCA, where he began his 
career as a physical director, 
then executive of the new 
South Branch of the Mont-
gomery Association, which 
experienced rapid growth 
under his leadership. In 1963, 
he accepted an invitation from 
the Orlando, Fla., YMCA to 
become general secretary of 
the Orange County YMCA. After 
nine years in Orlando, Laws 
accepted the chief executive 
officer position of the YMCA of 
Greater Houston. There he de-
veloped a resident camp and 
constructed two full and two 
partial facilities. He is survived 
by his wife, Katie, five children, 
eight grandchildren, and 14 
great-grandchildren. 

William Bland Rush, C’49, of 
Phoenix, Md., died on Dec. 7, 
2014. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. He was awarded four 
Bronze Stars during his service 
in World War II as a tank driver 
for the 7th Armored Division, 

87th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron. He pursued a career 
working for Bendix Corpora-
tion and retired as manager 
of procurement in 1983. He 
is survived by four children, 
including Noel Rush II, C’74, 
eight grandchildren, and one 
great-granddaughter.

James “Jim” Walter Gentry Jr., 
C’50, of Chattanooga, Tenn., 
died on Feb. 10, 2015. At 
Sewanee, he was a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. He 
began law school at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina after 
graduating from Sewanee, but 
later withdrew to join the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He was de-
ployed to Korea, where he was 
wounded in 1952. He attend-
ed Vanderbilt University Law 
School, where he received his 
law degree in 1956. He joined 
the firm of Spears, Moore, 
Rebman & Williams, later mov-
ing to Witt, Gaither, Aberna-
thy and Wilson. In 1974, he 
formed Gentry and Boehm, 
specializing in the practice of 
environmental law. After Gentry 
and Boehm dissolved in 1991, 
he rejoined Spears, Moore, 
Rebman & Williams, where he 
remained until retirement. He 
is survived by his wife, Peggy, 
four children, including Mar-
garet Gentry Arnsdorff, C’81, 
and two grandchildren.

Gordon R. Tyler, C’50, of 
Basye, Va., died on Jan. 28, 
2015. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Kappa Alpha 
Order. After graduating from 
Sewanee, he served as a first 
lieutenant in the Army Artillery 
in the Korean War. Following 
the war, he worked as a De-
partment of the Army civilian in 
the intelligence field. He lived 
in Alexandria, Va., but over the 
years his work took him to a 
variety of places overseas, in-
cluding Japan and Vietnam. He 
is survived by his wife, Anne, 
one daughter, two stepsons, 
and five grandchildren.

Home in Southern Pines, N.C. 
He also formed All Saints 
Church in Charlotte and served 
as vicar. In 1976, he became 
rector of St. Philip’s Parish, 
Brevard, N.C., retiring in July 
1996. He is survived by his 
wife, Dian, three children, and 
five grandsons.

Warren William Clifton, C’53, 
of Savannah, Ga., died on Dec. 
27, 2014. For two years he 
attended Sewanee and played 
football before leaving to serve 
in the U.S. Air Force during the 
Korean War. He then went on 
to work in Houston, Texas, and 
resumed his college education, 
graduating from the Univer-
sity of Houston. He earned a 
master’s degree in education 
from Delta State University, 
and for over 30 years he was 
a teacher, guidance counselor, 
principal, and administrator in 
the public schools of Missis-
sippi and Tennessee. He is 
survived by his wife, Virginia, 
two daughters, and one grand-
daughter. 

Howell A. McKay, C’53, of Tam-
pa, Fla., died on Dec. 21, 2014. 
At Sewanee, he served as 
president of Kappa Alpha Order. 
He served in the U.S. Navy dur-
ing the Korean War. He returned 
to his hometown of Tampa in 
1955 and became an indepen-
dent insurance agent, a career 
from which he retired in 2000. 
He served on the boards of the 
Tampa Yacht and Country Club, 
American Cancer Society, Easter 
Seal Society, Tampa Historical 
Society, the Board of Advisors of 
the Home Association, and was 
a member of the Tampa Bay 
History Center. He is survived by 
his wife, Joan, two children, and 
two granddaughters.

Harry Ward Camp, C’54, of 
Sparta, Tenn., died on Jan. 27, 
2015. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Phi Gamma Delta. 
He graduated from Vander-
bilt University Law School, 
where he was president of the 
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Sept. 19, 2014. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon and Phi Beta 
Kappa. He served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps during the Ko-
rean War. He was an entrepre-
neur and avid tennis player. He 
is survived by three daughters, 
six grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren.

The Rev. Roland A. Timberlake, 
C’54, of Austin, Texas, died on 
Jan. 6, 2015. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Phi Gamma 
Delta. He served as an officer 
in the U.S. Navy and an aircraft 
carrier pilot. After attending 
Sewanee, he graduated from 
the University of Texas and 
then moved to Victoria, Texas, 
where he owned and man-
aged Timberlake Motors. After 
graduating from the Episcopal 
Seminary of the Southwest, he 
served as associate rector at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
San Antonio, and rector of St. 
Christopher’s, League City. 
In 1982, he began a 20-year 
pastorate as the rector of St. 
Luke’s on the Lake in Austin. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Alice, three children, and 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

James C. Hoppe, C’55, of 
Tampa, Fla., died on Sept. 20, 
2014. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Kappa Alpha Order. 
After attending Sewanee, he 
graduated from the School of 
Banking at Louisiana State 
University and continued a 
lifetime career in the banking 
industry. He is survived by his 
wife, Joan, three children, and 
six grandchildren. 

Joseph Walter Parker, C’55, 
of Ballwin, Mo., died on Dec. 
5, 2014. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. He is survived by his 
wife, Lenora, three children, 
three grandchildren, and one 
step-grandchild.

Vanderbilt Bar Association and 
associate managing editor of 
the Vanderbilt Law Review. He 
practiced law for more than 50 
years and was a member of 
the Christian Legal Society. He 
served as national president 
of the board of Aldersgate Re-
newal Ministries for nine years 
and as a life member of the 
board. He was certified as a 
spiritual director by Stillpoint in 
Nashville and taught courses 
in the Caribbean College of 
the Bible. He is survived by his 
wife, Jane, two children, and 
two grandchildren.

Byron Edward Crowley, C’54, 
of Mooresville, N.C., died on 
Nov. 12, 2014. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Kappa 
Alpha Order. He served in the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps during 
the Korean War, stationed in 
Germany. He was employed by 
McKesson and Robbins for 13 
years before moving to Char-
lotte, N.C., to start his own 
business, Timely Service Dis-
tributors. Upon his retirement, 
he returned to his hobbies of 
photography and writing. For 
several years his travel articles 
were published in the Moores-
ville Tribune and The Charlotte 
Observer. He is survived by his 
wife, Shirley, and two children. 

Clifford Y. Davis, C’54, of Col-
lierville, Tenn., died on Sept. 
12, 2014. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega. A banking consul-
tant by trade, he served as a 
captain in the U.S. Air Force 
and was an Episcopalian by 
faith. He is survived by his wife 
June, two children, and four 
grandchildren.

Charles E. Graham Sr., C’54, 
of Tuscaloosa, Ala., died on 
Feb. 15, 2015. While at the 
University of Alabama and 
Sewanee, he played football. 
He returned to his hometown 
of Gurley, Ala., and remained 
there for many years, becom-
ing active in community affairs. 

He was elected to city govern-
ment as a councilman and 
mayor for multiple terms. He 
was active in the Gurley Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church, 
where he was a deacon. For 
decades, he coached Little 
League sports and worked 
with children on and off the 
field, developing sportsman-
ship and character. In 1982, 
Graham and his wife, Nancy, 
opened the Catfish Cabin in 
Athens, Ala., where they built a 
successful restaurant busi-
ness they operated for 28 
years. He is survived by his 
wife, Nancy, five children, and 
seven grandchildren.

Herbert T. Morford, C’54, 
of Prentiss, Miss., died on 
Feb. 13, 2015. He attended 
Sewanee, Vanderbilt University, 
and the University of Tennes-
see School of Dentistry. At 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
Beta Theta Pi. After graduating 
from dental school, he spent 
15 years in private practice in 
Nashville. In 1976, he joined 
the staff of the University of 
Mississippi Dental School as 
a professor, where he taught 
restorative dentistry for 23 
years. He was honored as 
Teacher of the Year seven 
times. He is survived by his 
wife, Sue, two daughters, two 
stepsons, and three grandsons.

Cecil Y. Ray Jr., C’54, of Fort 
Worth, Texas, died on Nov. 
5, 2014. After attending the 
University of the South, he 
went on to graduate from 
Southern Methodist University, 
where he was a member of 
Kappa Sigma. After college, 
he began his career in insur-
ance and real estate, forming 
the William Rigg Group, which 
included multiple insurance-
related entities. He is survived 
by his wife, Carol, one daugh-
ter, one stepson, and five 
grandchildren.

Gordon S. Sorrell Jr., C’54, 
of Birmingham, Ala., died on 

Guy L. Furr Jr., C’56, of Roa-
noke, Va., died on Dec. 13, 
2014. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Beta Theta Pi. After 
attending Sewanee, he gradu-
ated from Virginia Tech with a 
degree in industrial engineer-
ing. He started his career at 
Westinghouse Electric Corpora-
tion before joining Appalachian 
Power Company, where he 
worked until retirement. He 
served on the vestry at Christ 
Episcopal in Roanoke and in 
Pulaski, Va. He was deeply 
involved with FOCL (Friends 
of Claytor Lake) and gave his 
time volunteering in various 
activities to help keep the 
lake clean and cared for. He is 
survived by two children.

James L. Gore, C’56, of 
Hendersonville, N.C., died on 
Feb. 20, 2015. He attended 
Carnegie Tech, Sewanee, and 
graduated from Fairleigh Dick-
inson University with additional 
courses at the University of 
California and Cambridge 
University. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Beta Theta Pi. 
He started his service in the 
U.S. Navy at Officer Candi-
date School in Newport, R.I., 
where he served as the air 
intelligence officer for attack 
squadron VA-155. After a 
Pacific Fleet tour on the USS 
Coral Sea with Air Group 15, 
he returned to Alameda Naval 
Air Station to serve as an in-
structor at the Air Intelligence 
School until leaving active duty 
in 1962. He worked in the 
wire industry, at Johnson & 
Johnson, and for over 40 years 
as a management consultant 
specializing in logistics and 
material handling. He spent 
20 years as an independent 
self-employed consultant. He 
is survived by two daughters 
and one granddaughter. 

Ronald R. Patterson, C’56, of 
Winston-Salem, N.C., died on 
Sept. 22, 2014. He attended 
Sewanee and later transferred 
to Auburn University and then 
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Thomas McBride Goodrum, 
C’60, of Winston-Salem, N.C., 
died on March 2, 2015. At 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
Kappa Alpha Order. He served 
as a captain in the U.S. Air 
Force on various bases in the 
United States and West Ger-
many. Early in his career, he 
served as a district manager 
for the Coca-Cola Company in 
Charlotte, N.C. He continued 
his professional success with 
the Coca-Cola Bottling Compa-
ny Consolidated, relocating to 
Winston-Salem to manage the 
local Coca-Cola bottling plant. 
He later joined Morgan Stanley 
Dean Witter. He took great 
enjoyment from serving as In-
vestment Committee President 
for the Kanuga Conference 
Center in Hendersonville, N.C. 
He was a member of the Board 
of Trustees and later a mem-
ber of the Board of Regents at 
Sewanee. He is survived by his 
wife, Jane, two children, includ-
ing Jennie Goodrum Turrell, 
C’93, and three grandchildren.

Theodore Dwight Hazen Jr., 
C’61, of Sarasota, Fla., died on 
Oct. 19, 2014. After attending 
Sewanee, he earned a busi-
ness degree from the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Boulder. He 
was employed by the EIDuPont 
Company in the Textile Fibers 
Division in Wilmington, Del., 
and New York City. He later 
joined the Goodbody & Co. 
brokerage firm in Chicago, Ill. 
When Goodbody merged with 
Merrill Lynch, he stayed on to 
become a vice-president and 
member of the Chairman’s 
Club. He is survived by three 
children and four grandchildren.

Alfred M. Waddell Jr., C’61, of 
Memphis, Tenn., died on Feb. 
24, 2015. He was a graduate 
of Sewanee and Harvard Busi-
ness School. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. Following a success-
ful early business career as 
an executive and director of 
many companies, he and his 

to the University of Alabama, 
where he graduated in 1957. 
He continued his education at 
Birmingham School of Law in 
1961. He was a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon and later 
served in the U.S. Army Re-
serves. He taught high school 
biology at Shades Valley High 
School in Birmingham and also 
coached the wrestling team. 
He began his career in insur-
ance working for Allstate and 
American Liberty in Birming-
ham. He moved his family to 
Winston-Salem in 1969 to be-
gin working for Integon. He left 
Integon in 1980 and moved to 
Dallas, Texas, taking a position 
as vice president of marketing 
and sales with Clark and Co. 
Agencies. He is survived by 
his wife, Wanda, two children, 
two stepchildren, and eight 
grandchildren.

William H. Brantley III, C’57, 
of Birmingham, Ala., died on 
Jan. 2, 2015. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Phi Delta 
Theta. He also served in the 
U.S. Army. He sold insurance 
at Cobbs, Allen, and Hall 
and worked in the industrial 
development department of 
Alabama Power Company, 
soliciting businesses to locate 
in the state of Alabama. He 
was later self-employed. He 
is survived by his wife, Lucy, 
three children, including Arthur 
Forsyth Brantley, C’85, and six 
grandchildren.

The Rev. Robert D. Cook, 
C’58, of Wilmington, N.C., 
died on Sept. 2, 2014. After 
serving in the U.S. Marine 
Corps during the Korean War, 
he continued his education 
at Oberlin College, Sewanee, 
and the Virginia Theological 
Seminary. Following 12 years 
of parish ministry in West 
Virginia, he moved to Wilm-
ington to become the rector 
of St. James Parish, which he 
served for 20 years until his 
retirement in 1992. He later 
served 12 years as the priest-

in-charge of St. Mary’s Church, 
Burgaw, N.C. He is survived by 
his wife, Ann, three children, 
12 grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren.

The Rev. Bruce Green, C’58, 
of Katy, Texas, died on Jan. 5, 
2015. After graduating from 
Sewanee, he earned a master 
of divinity degree from the 
Virginia Theological Seminary. 
Following ordination, he served 
as a priest in eight different 
parishes in the dioceses of 
Tennessee, Northwest Texas, 
and Western Missouri. In 
2013, he retired as rector of 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in 
Plainview, Texas, after 52 years 
of service. He is survived by 
three daughters and six grand-
children.

Michael R. Richards, C’58, of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., died on 
Sept. 1, 2014. After serving as 
a torpedo man on a diesel-
electric submarine during the 
Korean War, he completed 
his education at Sewanee. At 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
Beta Theta Pi. He later earned 
a master’s degree from Duke 
University and a Ph.D. from 
the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville. He was a beloved 
English professor at the 
University of Chattanooga and 
the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga from 1961 until 
2001. He was a published 
scholar and was awarded 
“Outstanding Professor” in 
1994-95. He is survived by his 
wife, Julie, six children, and 
three grandchildren.

Ronald C. Cornell, C’59, of 
Fort Myers, Fla., died on Nov. 
26, 2014. He served in the 
U.S. Air Force from 1950 to 
1954 and then attended and 
graduated from Sewanee. He 
retired in 1998 as the execu-
tive director of the Ohio Forest 
Association in Columbus, Ohio. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Anne, three sons, four stepchil-
dren, and nine grandchildren. 

wife, Clara, moved to Florida, 
where they founded Waddell 
& Associates, a financial advi-
sory firm now serving clients 
across the United States and 
led by their son David from its 
Memphis headquarters. He 
is survived by his wife, Clara, 
three children, including David 
Sewall Waddell, C’95, and six 
grandchildren.

James R. Wisialowski, C’61, 
of Wheeling, W. Va., died on 
Feb. 7, 2015. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Phi 
Gamma Delta. After graduat-
ing from Sewanee, he started 
his career in computers and 
designing. Over the course of 
40 years working as a data-
base manager for Wheeling-
Pittsburgh Steel, he lived a life 
charitably supporting national 
parks, creating strong friend-
ships with co-workers, land-
scaping, transforming wood 
into art, and expressing his 
many environmental concerns. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Frances, three sons, and four 
grandchildren.

James Heyward Harvey Jr., 
C’62, of Charleston, S.C., died 
on Jan. 20, 2015. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Kappa Al-
pha Order. He was a graduate 
of Sewanee and the University 
of South Carolina School of 
Law. He is survived by his wife, 
Betsy, one daughter, and two 
grandchildren.

Bruce A. Smith, C’63, of Lake 
Lure, N.C., died on Jan. 9, 
2015. After graduating from 
Sewanee, he earned a law de-
gree from Vanderbilt University. 
He then served in the U.S. 
Navy as first lieutenant aboard 
the USS America aircraft 
carrier. He was a lawyer, a 
designer, and an artist. 

William M. Weyman, C’63, of 
Savannah, Ga., died on March 
13, 2015. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Kappa Alpha 
Order. He lived in Savannah 



School, Arden, N.C.; Christ 
Church Episcopal School, 
Greenville, S.C.; Montgomery 
Academy, Montgomery, Ala.; 
The McCallie School, Chat-
tanooga, Tenn.; Hilton Head 
Preparatory School, Hilton 
Head, S.C.; and Kerr-Vance 
Academy, Henderson, N.C. He 
is survived by his wife, Lane, 
one daughter, and three grand-
children.

Charles R. Holmes Jr., C’69, of 
Sumter, S.C., died on Dec. 8, 
2014. He attended Sewanee, 
where he was a member of 
Kappa Alpha Order, and then 
graduated from the University 
of South Carolina. He had a 
varied career ranging from 
cameraman at South Carolina 
Educational Television, chef, 
business owner, and horticul-
turist. In 1995, he went to 
work for the city of Sumter, 
first as the city arborist, then 
as the transportation coordina-
tor with the Sumter City-County 
Planning Department until 
his retirement in 2011. He is 
survived by one son.

Linus D. Sharpe, C’69, of 
Houston, Texas, died on Sept. 
21, 2014. After attending 
Sewanee, he served with the 
101st Airborne Division of the 
U.S. Army and is a veteran of 
the Vietnam War. After military 
service, he pursued his educa-
tion at Northern Arizona State 
University and the University 
of Texas.

Alan Stuart MacLachlan, 
C’70, of New Orleans, La., died 
on Feb. 9, 2015. After graduat-
ing from Sewanee, he received 
a master’s degree in history 
from the University of Florida, 
a master’s degree in media 
arts from San Francisco State 
University, and a Ph.D. in urban 
studies from the University of 
New Orleans. He began his 
teaching career at the Coast 
Episcopal School in Long 
Beach, Miss. He later taught 
history for more than 30 
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for a short time in the early 
1980s, but spent much of 
his life in Cezanne country, in 
and around Aix-en-Provence, 
France. It was there he met, 
worked, and taught with the 
artist and foremost author-
ity on the work of Cezanne, 
Leo Marchutz. In 1972, with 
Marchutz and artist friend Sam 
Bjorklund, he co-founded the 
Marchutz School in Aix, which 
continues to this day. After 
14 years in the southwest of 
France and a brief period in 
Costa Rica, he and his family 
moved permanently to Savan-
nah, where he and his wife, 
Jacqueline, established the 
Daedalus Gallery. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Jacqueline, 
three daughters, and three 
grandchildren.

Charles Quintard Wiggins III, 
C’63, of Houston, Texas, died 
on Jan. 9, 2015. He is a direct 
descendant of the Rt. Rev. 
Charles Todd Quintard, first 
chancellor of the University 
of the South, and Benjamin 
Lawton Wiggins, former vice-
chancellor. He served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps from 1957 
to 1960. He started his career 
at the Memphis Commercial 
Appeal and the Memphis Press-
Scimitar. He was alumni and 
publicity director for Sewanee 
Military Academy, assistant 
director of public relations at 
Lykes Bros. Steamship Com-
pany in New Orleans, and vice 
president of Water Resources 
Congress, Washington, D.C. In 
1972, he moved to Houston 
as public relations representa-
tive for the U.S. Army recruit-
ing program with N.W. Ayer & 
Son for Southeast Texas and 
Southwest Louisiana areas. He 
served as legislative assistant 
to Commissioner Bob Eckels, 
was a partner in McHale/Wig-
gins advertising and public 
relations agency, and owner of 
Landmark Advertising. He is 
survived by his wife, Jude, one 
son, and two grandchildren.

Dale Carlberg Jr., C’64, of 
Washingtonville, N.Y., died on 
Aug. 24, 2014. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Beta The-
ta Pi. He was a career teacher 
of social studies at Paramus 
High School, N.J., for 32 years 
before retiring from active 
classroom teaching in 1998. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Sandra, and one daughter. 

William F. Roeder Jr., C’64, 
of Vienna, Va., died on Jan. 
6, 2015. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. Roeder was a lawyer 
who specialized in real estate 
and corporate finance law and 
served as Fairfax, Va., city 
attorney from 1978 to 2005.  
He began his career in private 
practice in Fairfax in 1967. 
While city attorney, he main-
tained a private practice and 
most recently worked at the 
firm Roeder, Cochran & Haight 
in McLean, Va. He previously 
worked at Chess, Durrette 
& Roeder as well as Verner, 
Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson 
& Hand. He is survived by his 
wife, Lisa, three sons, and two 
grandchildren.

Winton M. Blount III, C’66, 
of Montgomery, Ala., died on 
Feb. 9, 2015. After graduat-
ing from Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega, he received an MBA 
from the Wharton School of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
A businessman, political strat-
egist, and philanthropist, he 
was instrumental in the early 
successes of the Alabama 
Republican Party. As chair, he 
worked tirelessly, crisscrossing 
the state on behalf of candi-
dates in the early 1990s. As 
a Republican candidate for 
governor in 1994 and 1998, 
he brought education and civil 
justice reform to the forefront 
of the primary discussion. At 
the construction company 
Blount International, where he 
eventually served as CEO, he 
was proudest of the company’s 

accomplishments at King Saud 
University, Launchpad 39A 
for the moon shots at Cape 
Canaveral, the New Orleans 
Superdome, and the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival. He is 
survived by his wife, Riley, six 
children, including Winton M. 
Blount IV, C’87, and 11 grand-
children. 

William D. Parr Jr., C’66, of 
Memphis, Tenn., died on May 
29, 2014. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha Ep-
silon. He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Air Force. He is survived 
by his wife, Rocio, and three 
children.

Herbert C. Gibson, C’67, of 
West Palm Beach, Fla., died on 
Nov. 27, 2013. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega. He was a graduate of 
the Judge Advocate General’s 
School at the University of 
Virginia. He practiced law for 
42 years in the family firm 
founded in 1935. He served 
as a trustee of the University 
of the South. He is survived 
by his wife Sally, two children, 
including son, Terry Gibson, 
C’96, and three grandchildren. 

Otto F. Haslbauer Jr., C’67, of 
Opelika, Ala., died on Dec. 30, 
2014. After graduating from 
Sewanee, he was employed by 
forestry company MacMillan 
Bloedel and retired in 1999 as 
manager of controlled lands 
administration. He also contin-
ued his education at Auburn 
University, Duke University, the 
University of Georgia, and 
Mississippi State University. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Judy, four children, and three 
grandchildren.

Robert W.H. Byrd, C’68, of Vir-
ginia Beach, Va., died on Jan. 
12, 2015. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Phi Delta Theta. 
During his 40-year career as 
an educator, he served as a 
teacher, coach, administra-
tor, and headmaster at Christ 
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Arch W. Roberts Jr., C’78, 
of Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., 
died on Nov. 26, 2014. At 
Sewanee, he was a member 
of Sigma Nu. After graduating 
from Sewanee with degrees in 
both English and Spanish, he 
began his career in internation-
al relations in 1979 and spent 
over 12 years working on 
Capitol Hill for the U.S. House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, 
where his valuable research, 
analysis, and recommenda-
tions helped shape foreign 
policy for both Democratic 
and Republican committee 
members. His responsibilities 
and experience there prepared 
him for work as a lobbyist 
for international business 
and ultimately resulted in his 
work with the United Nations, 
where he became a trusted 
policy adviser for the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency in 
Vienna. He is survived by three 
daughters.

Marilyn King Sledge, C’79, 
of San Antonio, Texas, died 
on Dec. 22, 2014. At Se-
wanee, she was a member of 
Theta Kappa Phi and Phi Beta 
Kappa. After graduating from 
Sewanee, she earned a law de-
gree from the Dedman School 
of Law at Southern Methodist 
University. She moved to San 
Antonio, joining the firm of 
Oppenheimer, Blend, Harrison, 
and Tate. She then became 
the senior counsel at La Quin-
ta Corporation. Her last years 
of practicing law were spent 
at Normal and Oliver, from 
which she retired in 2009. She 
is survived by her husband, 
Scott, and two stepchildren.

Herbert B. Sparks Jr., C’81, of 
Mountain Brook, Ala., died on 
Nov. 4, 2014. At Sewanee, he 
lettered in football and track 
and field for four years, and 
still holds the school record 
for the hammer throw. He was 
also a member of Beta Theta 
Pi. He received his law degree 
from Cumberland School of 

Law at Samford University and 
was admitted to the Alabama 
State Bar in 1984. He began 
his law career with Price & 
Sparks. At the time of his 
death, he was general counsel 
for Millennium Risk Manag-
ers. He is survived by his wife, 
Vicki Moore, and two sons.

John J. Randall Jr., C’86, of 
Athens, Ga., died on Dec. 19, 
2014. He served as a lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Navy and was 
owner of PSJ Construction. 
He is survived by his three 
children.

Bart McSpadden, C’90, of 
Chelsea, Okla., died on Sept. 
19, 2014. During his time at 
Sewanee, he was a member 
and president of Phi Gamma 
Delta. He completed his 
education at the University of 
Oklahoma School of Law in 
1993. He was a lobbyist at the 
Oklahoma State Capitol. He is 
survived by his wife, Kate, and 
four children.

Brian J. Day, C’08, of Atlanta, 
Ga., died on Sept. 6, 2014. At 
Sewanee, he was a four-year 
starting offensive lineman on 
the football team and was 
voted team captain his senior 
year. He was also a member 
of Delta Kappa Epsilon. He 
earned his law degree from 
Seton Hall University School 
of Law. 

Tamás Kubik, C’13, of Buda-
pest, Hungary, died on Jan. 21, 
2015. He was the salutatorian 
of Sewanee’s Class of 2013. 
He was an active member of 
the Cinema Guild, a writing tu-
tor, recipient of the Klein Fam-
ily Scholarship, and he traveled 
to the Cloud Forest School in 
Monteverde, Costa Rica, with 
the Outreach Office. In 2014, 
he received a master’s degree 
in nationalism studies from 
Central European University in 
Budapest. 

years at McMain High School 
in New Orleans, Northshore 
High School in Slidell, La., 
and Mandeville High School in 
Mandeville, La. He is survived 
by his wife, Harlee.

Elaine Fleissner, C’73, of 
Columbia, Tenn., died on Jan. 
15, 2015. She was a proud 
member of the first class 
of women to graduate from 
Sewanee. She worked for law 
firms in Washington, D.C., and 
New Orleans, receiving an MBA 
from Tulane University, before 
moving to middle Tennessee. 
In Columbia and Nashville, she 
was employed as an invest-
ment counselor and later as 
a loan originator for GMAC 
Mortgage, working in the Sat-
urn plant in Spring Hill, Tenn., 
and for Magna Bank assist-
ing homebuyers in Columbia, 
Franklin, and Brentwood. She 
was a leader in numerous suc-
cessful political campaigns, in-
cluding those of U.S. Senators 
Bob Corker, Lamar Alexander, 
and Fred Thompson.

Thomas D. Murray, C’74, of 
Jackson, Tenn., died on March 
5, 2015. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Beta Theta Pi. Af-
ter graduating from Sewanee, 
he earned a law degree from 
Memphis State University. He 
worked in private practice for 
many years and later worked 
for the Department of Labor, 
where he was an expert in 
workers’ compensation law. He 
served in the Tennessee Army 
National Guard and in the U.S. 
Army Reserves, where he was 
a second lieutenant in the Mili-
tary Police Corps. He was also 
a champion boxer and fought 
in the 1971 National Golden 
Gloves of America Champi-
onship in Las Vegas. He is 
survived by his wife, Janice.

David C. Parker, C’76, of Cary, 
N.C., died on Nov. 18, 2014. 
At Sewanee, he was a member 
of Delta Kappa Epsilon. He 
was active in all aspects of 

the fraternity’s life, including 
serving as chapter president. 
He served as the stadium an-
nouncer for Sewanee football 
games and also broadcast 
games for WUTS. He went to 
work for the State Employees 
Credit Union in 1982 and 
worked there until his retire-
ment in 2014. A born and bred 
Tarheel, he ran the scoreboard 
for all University of North Caro-
lina home football games for 
22 years. He is survived by his 
wife, Susan, two children, and 
two grandchildren.

Robert G. Swift Jr., C’76, 
of Sioux Falls, S.D., died on 
Oct. 30, 2014. He attended 
Sewanee and graduated from 
Centenary University in Shreve-
port, La. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Phi Delta Theta. 
He devoted his life to ministry 
and was an active Gideon who 
spoke at many community 
churches and participated 
in Bible distributions locally, 
nationally, and internationally. 
He participated in mission 
trips to Ethiopia, Uganda, and 
Indonesia. For many years, he 
reached out to the forgotten 
in jails and prisons, sharing 
his love for God. He authored 
two books of poetry and many 
miscellaneous writings.

Anne Ashton Pendleton Gar-
rison Kelly, C’78, of Columbia, 
S.C., died on Feb. 28, 2015. 
At Sewanee, she was a found-
ing member of Theta Kappa 
Phi. She graduated from the 
National Center for Paralegal 
Training in 1987. Afterward, 
she was employed as a cor-
porate paralegal at Coca-Cola 
Worldwide headquarters in 
Atlanta, Ga., followed by stints 
at several firms in the Atlanta 
area. In Columbia, she began 
a rewarding career at Nelson 
Mullins Riley & Scarborough. In 
2009, she was selected by the 
Richland County Clerk of Court 
as her chief deputy. She is 
survived by her husband, Mike, 
and two stepsons.
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Sewanee theater majors Paul and Sarah Ashey moved to 
New York City to pursue careers in acting, not pastry 
making. But when they couldn’t find kolaches, their 
favorite Czech-via-Texas stuffed pastries, in the Big 

Apple, they started experimenting with a dough that would 
live up to the kolaches they enjoy when they visit the Lone Star 
state, where Paul’s family lives.

Soon, their own business, King’s 
Kolaches, was born and now, less than 
two years later, the couple’s pastries have 
been featured on NBC’s Today show, Public 
Radio International, and in  Bon Appetit 
magazine, even being hailed as the “next 
cronut,” the trendy croissant/doughnut 
hybrid that has taken the city by storm in 
recent years.

The kolache is the perfect handheld 
nosh for a variety of settings and any time 
of day. It can be sweet or savory, break-
fast or lunch, entrée or dessert. Among 
King’s Kolaches flavors are gourmet sweet 
combinations like ricotta, fig, and honey, 
as well as true-to-
Texas savory mixes 
like black bean, 
corn, cilantro, and 
chorizo. “I think 
our biggest seller 
right now is our 
ham, cheddar and 
candied jalapeno 
kolache,” says Paul.

The Asheys 
use the kitchen of a 
Brooklyn restau-
rant, Backyard, to 
cook kolaches for 
a number of local 
restaurants and for 
their own catering 
gigs, which range 
from hospital 

benefits and corporate breakfasts to album-release parties and 
college hackathons. 

Sarah credits the sudden popularity of their kolaches to 
offering a novel product at the right time in the right place. 
“New Yorkers love cool ideas because it’s rare for them to see 
something that maybe that they haven’t heard of before,” she 

says. “A kolache, while it’s really popular 
in Texas, is relatively unknown here in the 
Northeast.”

The Asheys say that their theater 
education at Sewanee—with the expecta-
tion that they be able to move from stage 
performance and lighting design to 
operating a sound board and design-
ing costumes—was great entrepreneurial 
training. “It taught us to enter into some-
thing that requires multiple disciplines 
and a lot of moving parts and always be 
thinking about the big picture,” says Paul.

The kolaches are sold wholesale but 
the Asheys have considered opening a 
brick-and-mortar store that could one 

day expand into a 
chain throughout 
the city’s boroughs. 
For now, however, 
they’re just excited 
to be doing what 
they’re doing. 

“Being as new 
as we are, it’s pretty 
humbling getting 
the kind of press 
and interest we 
have,” Sarah says. 
“We didn’t really 
anticipate this. 
We’re like, ‘Oh, 
wow, this really is 
something kind of 
special.’”

Sarah, C’07, and Paul, C’09, Ashey
Young entrepreneurs make a splash on the Brooklyn food scene 
with an old-world pastry.

The Asheys based one of their kolache flavors on Sewanee’s own Granger (cream cheese, bacon, 
Swiss cheese) and another on the spinach dip from Shenanigans, where Paul once worked as a cook.



giving tenure to a
dean of the College

Sewanee dog?

every Time someone seTs up a recurring gifT To The 
seWanee annual funD, The Dean of The college quieTly 

confers Tenure on a seWanee Dog.

When you seT up a recurring gifT, solicitations 
from the Sewanee Annual Fund stop. You 
receive only the mail you like, such as Sewanee 
Enews and Sewanee magazine.

every Time someone seTs up a recurring gifT, 
the vice-chancellor’s ceremonial regalia becomes just a little bit 
fluffier around the edges.

When you seT up a recurring gifT, you can make 
a larger gift to the Sewanee Annual Fund more 
manageable by paying in monthly installments.

every Time someone seTs up a recurring gifT, 
a teaching gown is further tattered in a deeply committed perfor-
mance of “Purple Rain” during the Faculty Karaoke Night Wars.

When you seT up a recurring gifT, you never 
have to worry about forgetting to make your gift 
and receive your tax benefit again.

Start enjoying the benefits of a recurring gift and see how your 
recurring gift benefits the University in a new video by Sewanee 
English Professor Lauryl Tucker, C’99, and filmmaker Luke 
Padgett, C’07, at whyrecurring.sewanee.edu.
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Sewanee Environmental Insti-
tute Archaeology Field School 
Student Annika Derham, C’16, 
excavates the floor of a portion 
of the Rebel’s Rest basement, 
once used for cold storage.


