SUMMER 2016

HOW SEWANEE BECAME SEWANEE: A HISTORY OF THE SECOND FOUNDING

Sewanee
PUBLISHED FOR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH

Top Chefs

How 10 Sewanee alumni translated an education
in the liberal arts into success in the culinary arts

IN THIS ISSUE

Editor Buck Butler, C’89
Associate Editor Pamela Byerly
Graphic Designer Steve Keetle
Photographers Stephen Alvarez, C’87;
Andy Bloxham; Buck Butler, C’89
Sewanee is published by the University
of the South, including the College of Arts
and Sciences and the School of Theology,
and is distributed without charge to
alumni, parents, faculty, students, staff,
and friends of the University.
© Copyright 2016, Sewanee.
All rights reserved.
Send address changes to:
Office of University Advancement
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
Phone: 800.367.1179
Email: univrel@sewanee.edu

In March 1866, a simple service held in Sewanee was the first ceremony symbolizing that the
University of the South might survive after the Civil War. Read the full story of the Second Founding,
starting on p. 18.

The Kitchen Crew These Sewanee alumni found their way from the
liberal arts to the culinary arts and are now finding success in top eateries
from San Francisco and Austin to Asheville and Birmingham.
By Taylor Scott, C’04 PAGE 10

How Sewanee Became Sewanee In the wake of the Civil War,
the hopes of the University’s founders lay in ruins. But some dreams aren’t
meant to die. By Sam Williamson, H’06 PAGE 18

DEPARTMENTS
Vice-Chancellor’s Corner 3
On the Mountain 4
Theologia 26
Advancing Sewanee 28
Sports 30
Class Notes 32
In Memoriam 40
Afterword 46
COVER PHOTO: Julia Everist, C’11, in her Sea Biscuit Bakery in Rockport, Maine.
Photo by Andy Bloxham

Write to us: We welcome letters. Letters
should refer to material published in the
magazine and include the writer’s full
name, address, and telephone number.
The editor reserves the right to determine
the suitability of letters for publication
and to edit them for accuracy and length.
Opinions expressed do not necessarily
reflect the views of the University.
Write to: Sewanee Magazine
Marketing and Communications
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
Email: bbutler@sewanee.edu
The University of the South’s policy against
discrimination, harassment, sexual misconduct, and
retaliation is consistent with Titles VI and VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, 34 CFR Part 106, the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and 34 CFR
104.7, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, and the
Genetic Information Non-Discrimination Act of 2008.
In addition to contacting the Associate Provost for
Planning and Administration, who is the compliance
coordinator, persons with inquiries regarding the
application of Title IX and 34 CFR Part 106 may
contact the Regional Civil Rights Director, U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Region
IV, 61 Forsyth Street S.W., Suite 19T70, Atlanta,
Georgia 30303.

VICE-CHANCELLOR’S CORNER

A Summer of Discontent
Summer in Sewanee is a special time. The pace slows a bit, but the campus and community are alive with activity: Summer school, the School of Letters, the Advanced
Degrees Program at the School of Theology, the Sewanee Summer Music Festival,
sports camps, Summer Seminar, the Sewanee Writers’ Conference, and so much else
keep the campus busy and engaged. Friday Evenings in the Park, our unique Fourth
of July observance, and programs at the Monteagle Assembly remind us of the richness of the life we are privileged to lead here. The nightly display by lightning bugs,
the abundance of local produce, golf, hiking, and simple visiting punctuate the days
and weeks in our summer Arcadia.
And yet ... this has been, albeit in distant places, a summer of unusual discontent, the causes of which need not be enumerated because our memory of them is
still fresh and vivid. Human relations have frayed; political debate has been shrill and
narcissistic; violence, too often focused, has been a substantial part of our daily diet
of news.
None of this is due to an insufficient supply of words. Yet from afar and on a
peaceful mountaintop, it can be easy, and perhaps also comforting, to exercise the
privilege of pronouncement. The events of this summer, after all, will be a part of
the history that, as one wag once put it, happens to other people. But at such moments, when the urge to utter praise or condemnation is irresistible, we might
take to heart not only the scriptural reminder of motes and beams but also the wise
admonition of Benjamin Franklin that we “doubt a little, each of us, in our own
infallibility.”
That means, among other things, thinking carefully before we speak or write or
text or march. It means living out the true meaning of diversity by making our entire
campus and not just isolated, gated locations a “safe space” for genuine, civil, and
occasionally even discomforting encounters with people and ideas and texts and symbols that we may not personally comprehend or even agree with but that, probingly
examined, respectfully discussed, and scrupulously weighed, will broaden the limited
reach of our individual and collective understanding.
These are neither unrealistic expectations nor extravagant claims. Indeed, the
very purpose of a University education, as John Henry Cardinal Newman has written, is “training good members of society.” He goes on to write, “It is education
which gives a man a clear conscious view of his own opinions and judgments, a truth
in developing them, an eloquence in expressing them and a force in urging them.”
And so, as our idyllic summer ends and our students return, we will be prepared
to greet them, to nurture them, to challenge them, and, at last, to educate them—not
to think as we or any particular author or text would have them think, for that is no
education, but to think for themselves and so enter a troubled world that now, more
than ever, needs “good members of society.”

Vice-Chancellor
John M. McCardell Jr.
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ON THE MOUNTAIN

Sewanee Celebrates Sesquicentennial of Second Founding

Remembering the courage and hope of those who re-established the University
in the wake of war

O

N MARCH 22, 1866, in the aftermath of the
Civil War, Bishop Charles Todd Quintard led a
simple service in Sewanee to re-establish the University of the South. A simple wooden cross was
raised on the current site of St. Luke’s Hall. The small band of
people gathered there joined in the Apostles’ Creed and sang
Gloria in Excelsis. On March 22, 2016, the University community
came together to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Second
Founding of the University of the South.
The event moved from a remembrance of the past to a

Bagpiper Sarah Minnear, C’16, leads the celebratory procession from
Manigault Park to Guerry Auditorium.
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tribute to the present to a vision for the future to a celebration.
The events began in Manigault Park with a remembrance of
the 1866 service. The brief ceremony included music sung
by the School of Theology choir, the Gloria in Excelsis, and a
benediction by the Rt. Rev. John Bauerschmidt, bishop of
Tennessee.
Bagpiper Sarah Minnear, C’16, and the flags of the
University, the College, and the School of Theology led guests
from the service to the next part of the sesquicentennial celebration in Guerry Auditorium.
A crowd of faculty, staff, students, and community members gathered in Guerry to view a video tribute to the current
University, which featured faculty, staff, and students reflecting
on Sewanee today. In brief remarks, Vice-Chancellor McCardell asked the audience to consider the question: What will
Sewanee be? He recalled the Second Founding as a story of
confidence and courage, of hope and faith, of prayer, and of
vision and tireless devotion.
The challenge of looking ahead, said McCardell, should
excite us and inspire us. “We must always challenge ourselves
and this institution to be a better, stronger, truer version of its
essential self.”
That might mean, the vice-chancellor continued, ensuring access for admitted students through increased funding
for financial aid. It could mean supporting students with
expanded internship and experiential learning opportunities, and attracting the best new faculty and staff members
who will bring a diversity of backgrounds and experiences to
the Mountain. Sewanee will “be an institution known for an
enduring commitment to the liberal arts, as well as integrated
programs that transcend traditional disciplinary boundaries,”
said McCardell.
He reminded the audience that the University has only
temporarily been placed in our charge. “Let it be our challenge, our commitment, our duty to transmit our University
… to our successors not less beautiful, but more beautiful than
it was when we received it,” he concluded.
The gathering then moved into Convocation Hall for
Sewanee-inspired refreshments and music by students Barton
Davies and William Reames, both C’16, of Boy Named Banjo,
and friends. The large crowd spilled out into the late afternoon sunshine as the celebration continued.

A New Rugged Cross

A cross built from timbers recovered from Rebel’s Rest connected past to present in Second Founding celebration

I

N MARCH OF 1866, when Bishop Quintard, George
materials from 1861 and 1866. A second large timber was used
Fairbanks, and others came to Sewanee to re-establish the to make a heavy base for the cross so that it could stand on its
University, they came to a work in progress. Workers were own. This cross was then transported and placed on the site of
already cutting and nailing boards and there were the
the celebration, within a few feet of the 1866 original near the
tokens of rustic construction all about them—scattered logs,
oratory of St. Luke’s Hall.
piles of boards and planks, waste pieces from the just-finished
Following the celebration, the replica cross was moved to
buildings.
its permanent home in the War Memorial Chapel of All Saints’
It was out of this rustic inventory of rough-cut timbers
Chapel. On Good Friday, the cross was removed from its base
and board-and-batten planks that these workers, on Fairbanks’ by sacristans and carried to Otey Memorial Parish to be used
instruction, quickly constructed and erected a wooden cross.
in the Way of the Cross procession from Otey to All Saints’.
This delegation of founders along with the local workers gathMany symbolic elements of the life of the University and
ered around this wooden cross and with a few prayers, declared of the Sewanee community came together in the making of
the University to be re-founded.
the replica cross: original materials from the houses of Bishop
The Rebel’s Rest fire of 2014 exposed some of the original Polk and George Fairbanks, the dedication and skills of local
wood cut in 1865 and 1866. As Rebel’s Rest was disassembled,
workers then and now, the link between Otey Church and All
it was discovered that Fairbanks had built his house directly
Saints’ Chapel representing the larger unity of the town of
on the footprint of Leonidas Polk’s house, which had been
Sewanee with the University, and a unity of the visions of the
destroyed by fire, and had even incorporated timbers and
founders and the dreams of the University today.—Gerald Smith
boards from that 1861 building into Rebel’s Rest. As the
dismantling of Rebel’s Rest
proceeded, structural timbers
of the house and other wood
that was sound but not essential
to the structure of Rebel’s Rest
was set aside.
When planning for the
celebration of the 150th anniversary of the University’s
Second Founding began, ViceChancellor John McCardell
suggested replicating the original ceremony and including a
wooden cross made of authentic period materials.
A small rift-sawn beam
to use for the replica cross
was selected from the project warehouse. Workers from
Physical Plant Services carefully
cut and fitted the elements of
The cross built for the University’s Second Founding celebration now resides in the War Memorial Chapel
in All Saints’.
the cross using only original
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ON THE MOUNTAIN

Students Help Write the History of Highlander

Sewanee professor and class guide tours of local civil rights landmark

Margaret Stapleton, C’18, (front) addresses visitors at the cemetery next to
the school site, which includes the grave of Highlander founder Myles Horton.

T

HIS SPRING, 10 Sewanee students got a rare
opportunity: a chance to revitalize an important
part of local history that had been largely lost to
memory—the saga of the Highlander Folk School
in Monteagle.
The students, who gave a series of tours of the site, learned
about the school and helped teach a new generation about a
venue that played a central role in the struggle to desegregate
the South. Offering the tours was part of their studies under
Mellon Fellow Margo Shea, who teaches courses in place-based
historical research and public history.
From 1932 until the State of Tennessee revoked its charter
in 1962, Highlander was at the forefront of the Southern labor
and civil rights movements. In the 1930s and ’40s, Highlander
was an integral part of the drive to bring labor unions to the
South.
In the postwar years, Highlander’s focus shifted to the
struggle for racial equality. Rosa Parks attended Highlander
before she refused to give up her seat on a segregated bus in
Montgomery, sparking the historic bus boycott. Ralph David
Abernathy, John Lewis, and a host of leaders of the civil rights
movement strategized at Highlander.
By the mid-1950s, Highlander was well known, even notorious. Roadside billboards on the approaches to the Mountain showed an image of Martin Luther King Jr., accompanied
by the caption “Martin Luther King at Communist Training
School.” Following the charter revocation, the state of Tennes6 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • SUMMER 2016

see seized the property and sold it off, and the site was largely
forgotten.
At the start of their studies with Shea, most of the students knew almost nothing about Highlander. By the time the
semester was drawing to a close, the budding historians had
learned enough to guide more than 200 visitors and provide a
commentary that helped the visitors envision the importance
of the place in the history of the South and of the nation.
Senior Chris Murphree, then just weeks away from graduation, showed no signs of senioritis when he stood by the grave
of Highlander founder Myles Horton and told his audience,
“This place matters.” Murphree said the project was a chance
to reintroduce Highlander to the historical narrative. Students
wrote the tour scripts based on their research. That meant
“You’re the person who’s writing the history, deciding how it’s
going to be presented,” Murphree says.
Shea says the students learned new facts about Highlander
from some local people who took the tours. “Every single tour
resulted in a script change,” she says.
Until recently, the site was inaccessible because the
property was all in private hands. Now, however, the Tennessee Preservation Trust, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
preserving historic sites in the state, has begun acquiring part
of the campus and has launched a drive to restore the site.
—Henry Hamman

Tori Hinshaw, C’19, introduces visitors to Highlander in the school’s
library building.

Taking Philosophy to Prisons

Sewanee’s latest Watson Fellow will study prison education systems around
the world

W

HEN LAUREN LYONS, C’16, was awarded a
coveted Watson Fellowship this spring, she
knew she would realize a dream of hers:
spending the next year in prison. Or prisons,

to be exact.
Lyons’ winning proposal to explore the transformative
power of prison education will
take her to Norway, South Africa,
New Zealand, and Ireland. She is
the 46th Sewanee student to be
awarded the prestigious Watson
Fellowship, which funds a year of
international travel for recipients.
The countries Lyons will visit
were chosen carefully for what
she can learn from their prison
education systems. Norway has a
system that is widely recognized
as one of the best in the world,
with low recidivism rates, effective
education programs, and a

out what works and what doesn’t in prison education systems.
She is particularly interested in the rehabilitative potential of
teaching philosophy to prisoners and, after what she calls a
“learning phase,” she plans to develop and teach a philosophy
course in an “application phase.”
“The teaching relies on an understanding of philosophy

“The teaching relies
on an understanding
of philosophy as not
Fellow Lauren Lyons, C’16, will study prison education in Norway, South Africa, New Zealand, and
something you know Watson
Ireland.
but something you
as not something you know but something you do,” Lyons says.
do. ... These things are so ethically rel- “It’s a set of techniques to tell the difference between good
bad reasons, to give us the power to critique our beliefs.
evant, especially for people in prison.” and
It’s a decision procedure that allows us to weigh pros and cons
receptiveness to research. Racial tensions in South Africa’s
prisons reflect similar issues in U.S. prisons. Like the United
States, New Zealand is dealing with issues of prison privatization. And in Ireland, Lyons will get a close look at the Prison
Reform Trust, one of the most powerful and well-funded
prison-reform organizations in the world.
Lyons plans to spend much of her time in conversation
with prison administrators, education directors, psychologists,
philosophers, activists, prisoners, and ex-prisoners to find

based on principles and to understand how principles apply
to actions. These things are so ethically relevant, especially for
people in prison, who are typically there for violating some
socially constructed and legally enforced moral norms.”
It should come as no surprise that the philosophy major is
approaching her big year philosophically. “I can’t really be sure
exactly how this is going to affect me,” she says. “We can’t really
make life-changing decisions in an informed philosophical
way because if it’s truly life-changing, it’ll change who we are.”
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ON THE MOUNTAIN

Civic Engagement Opportunities Continue to Evolve
$1 million gift supports new office and goal of building a program of
national significance

I

“

’M JUST A GUY who works for the Department of
Transportation building roads,” says Jeremy Price. “But
I’m committed to helping people come together to build
a healthier community.” Price and several other community members from Franklin and Grundy counties were
meeting at the Sewanee Inn over a pitcher of iced tea and
plates of appetizers to talk about how building a rural school
garden network can help create the health Price is seeking.
They were meeting with University Farm Manager Carolyn

exciting, and I’m thrilled for the opportunity for us to partner
with you.”
This kind of meeting is becoming more and more common at Sewanee, as the Office of Civic Engagement finds
its legs. Over the years, Sewanee’s community outreach has
evolved from service to community engagement and servicelearning and now to the kind of civic engagement that seeks
out partnerships and shared solutions to common problems.
Those legs were much strengthened this spring when an
alumna and her family (who
wish to remain anonymous) made a $1.12 million
commitment to support
the program over the next
four years. In return, the
donors are holding Sewanee to a high standard:
build a program of national
significance that will attract
donors who will sustain
progress through a generous endowment.
“We asked the family for an endowment for a
program we hoped to bring
together out of existing but
disconnected activities,”
says Jay Fisher, C’79, vice
president for advancement.
“They did us one better by
providing us the funds that
endowment would generate
University Farm Manager Carolyn Hoagland worked with students from Sewanee Elementary School this spring to
in earnings, while chargplant a fruit tree orchard at the farm, an idea that came from the students.
ing us to make the program
Hoagland, and the newly created Office of Civic Engagement
widely known to interested sponsors. That is an inspired gift.
and its director, Jim Peterman, and senior associate director,
It lets us immediately start building a model program and
Nicky Hamilton, C’99.
makes us accountable to do it right.”
Each participant talked about what brought them to the
Fisher and others have already begun engaging donors
meeting, and when it was his turn, Peterman was animated.
with the program, with early signs of interest and support.
“We run a new program with 65 academic-year interns and a
“I encourage anyone who is interested in building a positive
catalog of community-engagement courses, and we are doing
common life, particularly in the greater Sewanee area, to learn
great work with community partners. Your ideas and goals are
more about this program,” says Fisher.—Tom Sanders
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New Residence Hall Named for Bob and Pat Ayres
Ayres Hall to open for 114 student residents in August

A

T ITS FEBRUARY 2016 meeting, the University’s Board of Regents approved a resolution
naming a new residence hall on Alabama Avenue
“Ayres Hall” in recognition of the many contributions Bob and Pat Ayres have made to the University and the
Sewanee community.
Robert Moss Ayres Jr., C’49, H’74, is a businessman from
San Antonio, Texas. His leadership during a time of fiscal
crisis in the mid-1970s and his continued generous support of
the school have led many to consider Ayres one of the “modern founders” of the University of the South. As vice-chancellor from 1977 to 1988, Ayres imposed fiscal discipline on the
University, erasing a $1.2 million deficit in the first five years
of his service. Thanks to the success of his Century II Campaign (the University’s first capital campaign in 20 years) and

careful management, the University’s endowment more than
tripled during the Ayres years.
Ayres Hall will begin housing its first students in August
2016. The 114-bed building will be Sewanee’s most energyefficient residence hall and is expected to earn at least a LEED
silver certification from the U.S. Green Building Council.
Ayres Hall stands on the site of the old Van Ness Hall, and
stone recovered from Van Ness has been incorporated into the
new building in the form of a two-story lobby fireplace.
In 2011, the St. Mary’s-Sewanee Board of Trustees announced the naming of its new campus—the Ayres Center for
Spiritual Development—in honor of Bob and Pat Ayres, H’98.
Together, the couple have been known for their diligence,
faithfulness, and generosity, and for nurturing values of service
and stewardship in others.
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The Kitchen Crew
These Sewanee alumni found their way from the liberal arts to the culinary arts and are now
finding success in top eateries from San Francisco and Austin to Asheville and Birmingham.
B y T a y l o r S c o tt , C ’ 0 4

Clockwise from top left:
The Sewanee Inn, Brick & Tin,
Sea Biscuit Bakery, 221 South Oak.

While you won’t find the culinary arts anywhere in the Sewanee curriculum, a number of alumni have found their calling in the kitchen. So
how did attending a liberal arts school lead them into such a hands-on
field? Some say that a Sewanee education allowed them to be more
well-rounded and to become the type of person who doesn’t need to
follow a linear path from curriculum to career. Others say it was working at
places such as Pearl’s or Shenanigans (or even Hodgson Hall’s communal
kitchen) that opened them up to the possibility of cooking. Regardless,
Sewanee’s alumni chefs are running some of the most renowned restaurants in the country, finding success in doing what they love.

Eliza Gavin, C’96, owner of
221 South Oak, Telluride, Colorado

B

y the time Eliza Gavin was a
senior at Sewanee, she enjoyed
knowing everyone on campus,
but was also looking to expand
her horizons. “I wanted to branch out a
little,” she says. “I wanted some distraction.” Five and a half miles down the
road in Monteagle, Gavin found that
distraction working in the kitchen of
Papa Ron’s Italian Steakhouse, known
to Sewanee students as the only place
you could pair fettuccine alfredo with

an order of buffalo wings, naan, and a
$5 carafe of wine. When nearby Pearl’s
Restaurant had an opening, she took
it, and within three months Gavin was
made kitchen manager. Little did she
know, working at these two Sewanee
establishments would eventually lead to a
high-profile career as a chef, restaurant
owner, and reality TV star.
Almost 20 years later, Eliza has
worked in the kitchens of famed New
Orleans restaurant Galatoire’s and James
Beard Award winner Brix, competed on
the television show Top Chef, and attended
the Culinary Institute of America and Le
Cordon Bleu in Paris. Today, she owns
221 South Oak, one of Telluride, Colorado’s premier restaurants, where she
puts a fresh twist on seasonal produce
in dishes like Kobe bone marrow with
red wine poached celery and Honeycrisp
apple or green tea smoked salmon with
sweet potato and parsnip waffle. How
does she come up with these original
combinations? “I look at what’s seasonal.
Then I think about what ingredients
could go together. It’s always worth
a good try, but sometimes—like with
asparagus and cherries—it just doesn’t
work,” she laughs. “It doesn’t work at
all.”
It was her creativity and fearlessness

in the kitchen that got her noticed by
casting agents for Bravo’s Top Chef, where
she competed in culinary challenges
during the show’s 10th season. Aside
from meeting Wolfgang Puck and gaining national recognition by appearing
on one of television’s most popular reality shows, Gavin says it opened her eyes
to how important it was to continue the
learning process. “What it led me to—
aside from hating bunk beds—was the
desire to stage all over the world.” Staging (pronounced STAH-zhing) is when
a chef works for free in another chef’s
kitchen to learn new techniques and cuisines. “I saw how talented the other chefs
on the show were and they were always
talking about staging in other kitchens.”
Since then, she has staged in Spain,
Boston, and Japan. “I learn not just new
techniques, but how other kitchens are
run, which is hugely helpful.”
Gavin has also written two cookbooks and teaches appetizer-pairing
courses, where students learn 14 recipes
and a sommelier recommends 10 wines
to pair. “I’m not trying to be super technical in my course. If you can just show
someone very easily how to use ingredients effectively, then they’re going to
enjoy their food more,” she says.

Julia Everist, C’11, owner of
Sea Biscuit Bakery, Rockport, Maine

J

ulia Everist counted herself lucky
when she and a friend scored a huge
double in Hodgson Hall during
room draw for their sophomore
SUMMER 2016 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 11

The Kitchen Crew
year. Yet, when her soon-to-be roommate suddenly transferred before the
beginning of the semester, Everist was
left with a ton of extra space. Around
the same time, she began poring over
food magazines. “I supposed I wanted
to write for one of them someday, until
it dawned on me that I would go absolutely crazy writing about what I really just
wanted to be doing.” So Everist made the
trek down to the Winchester Walmart,
stocked up on bowls and teaspoons,
and started baking almost every day. She
used the two desks for generous “counter” space, and stocked the extra closet
with ingredients and supplies. “What
I realized [at Sewanee] is that baking
fulfills all of my core interests and passions—from visual arts to athletics,” she
explains.
Over the summers, Everist interned
in the fine-dining restaurant Blue Stem
in her hometown of Kansas City and
received a certificate in basic patisserie
from Le Cordon Bleu in Paris. During
her senior year, she helped out in the
kitchen of Julia Stubblebine at her café,
Julia’s Fine Foods. “I have really fond
memories of going in between or after
classes, sometimes even being there late
at night,” Everist says. “Because I felt
most natural and at peace in that environment, the wheels in my head turned
me toward pastry job applications in my
final spring at Sewanee.”
Since graduating, Everist has
worked in the kitchen of Flour (or “baking boot camp” as she calls it), a worldrenowned bakery in Boston; helped her
former employers at Blue Stem open the
restaurant Rye in Kansas City where she
“learned the ins-and-outs of restaurant
pastry;” and took a road trip around the
country that settled her in Maine, where
she developed Salt Water Farm’s pastry
department.
In Maine, Everist says she felt like
she had stumbled upon her future.
“It took me my whole life to get to
Maine, but once I finally did, I knew
it was home.” In the spring of 2015,
12 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • SUMMER 2016

Julia and her fiancé, Mack Duke, came
across an empty commercial space in
Rockport—a clean slate that could be
perfect for a bakery. By the end of the
year, Everist and Duke had opened Sea
Biscuit Bakery. Duke works the front of
the house (“everything from small talk
and lattes to tackling dishes and mopping”) and Everist focuses on production, where she serves up what she calls
“classic American pastries” using quality
ingredients and, most importantly, not a
lot of sugar. “An overwhelming majority of our customers tell us how much
they enjoy eating our products because
they’re not too sweet.” While the menu
changes, customer favorites include the
fig-anise seed cookies, banana maple
pie, and triple chocolate cake. As for
finally owning her own bakery: “It’s hard
work and we really don’t have any full
days off,” Everist says. “But it’s easily the
best thing I’ve ever done.”

in restaurants and soon realized that
not only did she have an interest in the
restaurant business, but that restaurant
jobs paid more than other positions
she’d been applying for. “I found I could
make a lot more money in a lot less time
in the restaurant business,” she says. But
she also says that her Sewanee education
has been helpful along the way, especially
now that she owns her own restaurant.
“The multitasking and planning and
organizational skills that I developed to
succeed in school have been invaluable
in running a business” she says, “And my
creative writing courses have made me a
confident writer, which is crucial for social media, since I do all our Facebook,
Twitter, and website updates.”
Today, Piallat owns the San Francisco restaurant Zazie, a neighborhood
French bistro, named after the main
character from the 1960 French film,
Zazie dans le Metro. Despite its focus on
French cuisine, the style leans heavily

Jennifer Bennett Piallat,
C’93, owner of Zazie, San Francisco

toward the South. “Simple, good ingredients cooked in a long, slow
braise,” Piallat says. “My stepmother was
a fantastic cook and owned a restaurant
in downtown Nashville called Laurell’s,
which specialized in New Orleans-style
cooking,” she says. “I learned a great

W

hile looking for a way to put
her English degree to good
use after graduation, Jennifer Bennett Piallat worked

deal from her and from my upbringing
in the South.” While Zazie is famous
for its brunch dishes—including eight
different benedicts and several specialty
pancakes—its dinner dishes are equally
enticing, such as Piallat’s favorite, lapin a
la moutarde, a Sonoma rabbit with Dijon
mustard sauce and mushrooms served
over fresh fettuccine.
The menu is not the only thing that
makes Zazie unique. “After years of being treated as disposable and replaceable
in restaurant work, I was determined
my staff wouldn’t feel that way,” Piallat
says. To combat this, she brought on full
benefits, including a 401K with employer match, full health and dental insurance, paid sick leave, and paid parental
leave. Last year, Zazie was one of the first
San Francisco restaurants to institute
a “tip free” business model. Instead,
menu prices include a living wage, profit
sharing, and full benefits for employees.
Thanks to her advocacy for the rights of
restaurant workers, Piallat has received
the “Woman Entrepreneur of the Year,
San Francisco” award from the Women’s
Initiative and the “Dining with Justice”
award from Young Workers United. She
has also spoken on a panel at the U.S.
Department of Labor Conference on
Workplace Flexibility regarding hourly
worker rights. “The restaurant business
has long been known for its transitory,
challenging staff,” she says. “I always
thought that if you treated people like
they were valuable and necessary, they
would become just that. Luckily, it looks
like I was right.”

Mauricio Papapietro, C’01,
owner of Brick & Tin, Birmingham, Alabama
“

W

e should be able to eat good
food every day,” says Mauricio Papapietro, owner of the
widely acclaimed restaurant
Brick & Tin, in Birmingham, Alabama.
It’s this philosophy that’s made what
he calls a “dressed-up sandwich place,”
a hot spot for lunch in a city that is

quickly becoming a travel destination for
foodies. “I wanted to be able to provide
high-quality, responsibly sourced, carefully prepared food of the same level that
one would find in the best fine-dining
restaurants, only in a fast and affordable setting,” he says. Since its opening
in 2011, Papapietro has worked to make
Brick & Tin as efficient as possible in
order to do just that, purchasing natural
produce and humanely raised meats
from local farmers—including from fellow classmate, David Snow, C’01, owner
of Snow’s Bend Farm—baking all of the
restaurant’s bread from scratch every
day, and pricing menu items between

$10 and $15 all while maintaining “local character and culinary ingenuity.”
His creativity can be seen in customer
favorites such as the slow-roasted pork
belly sandwich with south Alabama kale
kimchi and bean paste on pain de mie
flatbread.
A history major, Papapietro didn’t
consider cooking as a career until
around the time of graduation. “Cooking was the intersection of many roads
that I was interested in: farming and
horticulture, art, originality and creativity, finesse, technique, dexterity,
training, passion,” he says. He quickly
became obsessed with reading about
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cooking and trying things at home.
When he moved back to his hometown
of Birmingham, he walked into Frank
Stitt’s Bottega Café and asked for a job.
Stitt, a James Beard Award-winning
chef who is credited with contributing significantly to the upswing in the
city’s culinary scene (Birmingham was
recently ranked number one on Zagat’s
list of America’s Next Hot Food Cities), hired him, and for the next several
years Papapietro devoured culinary
school cookbooks while receiving training under one of the country’s most
esteemed chefs. To gain further on-thejob instruction, he spent eight months
cooking in Italy, and upon his return
moved into the kitchen of Chris Hastings at Hot & Hot Fish Club. Hastings, a
winner of the James Beard Best Chef in
the South Award, has also played a major
role in the rise of Birmingham food
culture. “Along with cooking techniques,
flavor pairings, and general food sensibilities, I was also able to learn intangible business strategies that I believe have
made both men such successful chefs
and businessmen,” Papapietro says.
Today, Papapietro is thrilled to be
making a mark of his own in Birmingham, recently opening a second location
and adding Friday dinner hours. “There
is a sense of community among many of
the young bar and restaurant owners,”
he says. “The more talent the city draws,
the better the scene gets. The better the
scene gets, the more dollars the community spends on dining. It’s a very
exciting time to be part of the food scene
in Birmingham.”

Taylor Hall, C’01, owner of Apis
Restaurant and Apiary, Spicewood, Texas

E

ven before attending Sewanee,
Taylor Hall knew he wanted to
work in professional kitchens.
“I think it was my love of eating
good food,” he says. That and growing
up cooking with two of the best chefs he
knew—his mother and grandmother.
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While in college, he continued to explore his interest in cooking, spending
the summer before his senior year in the
kitchen of New Orleans staple Brennan’s. After graduation, Hall completed
the culinary arts program at California
Culinary Academy of San Francisco and
then gained hands-on experience at a
few of San Francisco’s most prestigious

restaurants: the Rosenthal Brothers’
Town Hall and Salt House, Wolfgang
Puck’s Postrio, and James Beard Awardwinning Boulevard.
Eventually, Taylor returned to
his native Texas and at the beginning
of 2015 opened Apis Restaurant and
Apiary with his wife, Casie Hall, on a
six-acre plot of land about 45 minutes

outside of Austin. Only a year old, Apis
has received impressive praise from
not only Austin-based press but from
Zagat, one of the nation’s oldest restaurant guides, which listed Apis as one of
the “18 Most Important Restaurants of
2015.” Almost immediately after opening, Matthew Odam, food critic for the
Austin American-Statesman, labeled Apis “one
of the best restaurants in the Greater
Austin area.” “Apis’s accolades in the
press thus far have blown my mind,” says
Hall. “At the same time, I try not to pay
it much attention. I am more concerned
about maintaining the integrity of who
we are.” But, he adds, it certainly hasn’t
hurt sales.
Apis was built around the concept of
the honeybee, and honey plays a central role on the menu. The idea came
to Hall when he read an article about
colony collapse disorder and the threat
it posed not only to honeybees, but the
food industry. Spurred to action, Hall
took a class, read a book, and purchased
his own hives. “As I began to learn more
about bees, I realized they were perfect
for a restaurant concept,” says Taylor.
“The hive functions like a machine with
all bees responsible for particular duties
to keep it working properly. A restaurant is very similar: Each employee has a
specific function in the greater machine
of the restaurant, which is bustling with
energy like a hive.” Today, Taylor and
Casie keep about 20 hives on-site in
their apiary and employ a beekeeper.
While touches of honey and bee
products are highlighted in each phase
of the menu, its presence is anything
but heavy-handed. The Austin Chronicle
notes “most restaurants use themes as
flimflam, Apis uses theirs as a riff.” Hall
and the restaurant’s other chefs work
together to come up with creative menu
items. “We have brainstorming sessions
and then assign new dishes for each of
us to work on. We have some signature
dishes that will always come back, and we
create new dishes weekly.” Among some
of these notable dishes are the foie gras,

layered with mushrooms and a strawberry puree with yeast miso seasoned
with sake lees and bee pollen miso, and
the charred Spanish octopus with housecured olives and sauce of fermented chili
and various vinegars. With menu items
like these and others, which change
seasonally, Apis’s star is sure to continue
to rise.

Roland Knoll, C’90, owner of
Lucky Otter, Nine Mile, and The
Trailhead, Asheville, North Carolina

A

s the father of two boys and
the owner of four restaurants,
Roland Knoll, C’90, is a very
busy man. “A typical day for me
is nuts. I have two little boys and I had
a stroke three years ago. I spend the day
getting the kids ready for school and
making sure the restaurants are running
smoothly.” While he has had no formal
training, he did spend his college years
in the kitchens of Shenanigans and the
Tiger Bay Pub learning the ins and outs
of cooking, food prep, and the restaurant business. “Cooking was the only
thing I was passionate about and good
at,” he says. And so after graduation,
Knoll continued working in restaurants
and getting on-the-job training. He
spent several years working in the industry in Atlanta before opening his first
restaurant, Black Cat Burrito, in Boone,
North Carolina. While no longer an
owner of Black Cat, Knoll now owns the
Asheville-based restaurants Lucky Otter
Burrito, Nine Mile and Nine Mile West,
and The Trailhead.
Aside from his time in two of
Sewanee’s landmark restaurants,
Knoll also attributes his ability to be
an analytical thinker to his college
experience, which he says is “a big
help in any business.” “The restaurant
business is about ordering beverages,
ordering food, getting things repaired, HR, and managing money,” he
adds. “Very little time has been spent
cooking except in the first two years.”

However, he does spend time coming
up with menu items with his business
partners, a feat in and of itself as the
concepts of the restaurants are quite
diverse: Lucky Otter is a burrito place,
the Nine Miles are Caribbean pasta
restaurants, and The Trailhead is a
burger joint. Knoll says that he and
his partners come up with initial ideas
and then tweak and morph the menus
based on customer feedback.
Knoll’s goal for his first restaurant
in the Asheville area, the Lucky Otter,
was that it be “a good, cheap neighborhood restaurant with potent margaritas.”
Almost 15 years later, the restaurant is
still going strong, serving up creative,
locally sourced menu items such as the
White Trash BBQ burrito with pulled
pork, collards, red beans, rice, and
BBQ sauce, and of course, the singularly
strong, fresh margaritas. In a similar
vein, The Trailhead, outside of Asheville
in Black Mountain, offers well-priced
burgers, sandwiches, and tacos, as well as
19 local beers on tap and live music from
local musicians.
Just down the road from Lucky Otter is Nine Mile West, the second Nine
Mile to open after the original restaurant across town was so successful that
they quickly outgrew the space. Since
its opening in 2008, Nine Mile has received numerous accolades in the press,
including the Washington Post. Asheville
paper, the Mount Xpress, praised the freshness of ingredients and said the “tofu
[was] so flavorful it could make converts
out of carnivores.” Based on the concept
behind Colorado’s Rasta Pasta, Nine
Mile offers Caribbean-based pasta entrees such as Marley’s Magic with grilled
jerk Carolina trout with vegetables in a
white wine, creamy, dairy-free coconut
ginger curry sauce.
With such success, Roland counts
himself lucky to have such good business partners for each of the restaurants. “I tend to spend my days at
the Lucky Otter, where I talk to my
business partners by text until about
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1:00 and then I leave for the day,” he
explains. “If you make it in this industry,
you become a business person.”

Sewanee Business Alliance meetings,
student organization gatherings, and
the signature “Coffee with the Coach,”
where community members can show up

Jimmy, C’73, and Sarah, C’89,
Wilson owners of the Blue Chair Café,

for free coffee and a conversation with
one the University’s varsity coaches.
A Nashville native, Wilson and his
wife, Sarah Sitton Wilson, C’89, were
semi-retired—having owned two highly
successful businesses—when they bought
a second home in Sewanee in 2001.
As part of his re-immersion into the
Sewanee community, Jimmy joined
the board of Monteagle’s Blue Monarch, a residential recovery program for
mothers struggling with addiction run
by Susan Binkley, owner of the original
Blue Chair Café. The Blue Monarch
had begun to require more and more
of Susan’s time, and one evening after a
board meeting she approached Jimmy
about becoming part owner. Jumping
at the opportunity, the Wilsons invested
enthusiastically and by 2012 had taken
over full ownership.
Jimmy and Sarah expanded the
Blue Chair to include a tavern side,
which serves dinner and craft beers from
their Nashville brewery, Jackalope. The
café side serves breakfast, lunch, and
sweet treats from the bakery. Customer
favorites include the plate-size cookies,

Bakery and Tavern, Sewanee,
Tennessee

“

Y

ou don’t open a business in
Sewanee to make a profit,” laughs
Jimmy Wilson, C’73, co-owner
of the Blue Chair Café, Bakery and Tavern. “You go in hoping to
break even.” Fortunately for Wilson,
his investment was mission-driven, the
bottom-line an afterthought. With the
tag line, “where our community gathers,” the Blue Chair has become an institution in Sewanee since its opening in
2000 and a place to connect and engage
for members of the greater community.
“You’re likely to walk into our establishment and encounter seminarians,
undergrads, members of the administration, alums, and those who just drove
in from Monteagle or Winchester,” says
Wilson. Aside from the award-winning
food, popular ongoing events bring
these diverse patrons in weekly, including community poetry nights, trivia,
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the award-winning chicken salad, and
of course, the “ Best of Dixie Burger” as
voted as one of the best burgers in Tennessee by Garden and Gun magazine. Jimmy
is not only proud of the quality of food
and service that the Blue Chair provides,
but of its place in the revitalization of
Sewanee’s business district. “I’m really
impressed with the University’s investment in building Sewanee business,
and I’m trying to do my part by paying it
forward.”

Keri Downing, C’93, owner of
IvyWild, Sewanee, Tennessee

I

t took a pretty creative person to
look at the old, broken-down steam
laundry building (established in
1951) behind the Sewanee Market
as anything but a tear-down, but Keri
Downing, C’93, had a vision. “I fell in
love with the old laundry building the
minute I started to search for a location. It had all the basic bones I needed
for a restaurant, plus it has a wonderful
industrial vibe that really charmed me.”
Today, the building houses IvyWild, a
beautiful, fine-dining restaurant where
Downing—named a 2014 Rising Star
Chef by StarChefs magazine—is the head

chef. With a wall of bright, airy windows
often cracked open, the restaurant is
an inviting space where Downing can
extend her creativity even further.
IvyWild’s menu revolves around
seasonal and local ingredients as much
as possible and reflects Downing’s evolving sense of curiosity and excitement
about food. “I get bored with a dish very
easily,” she says. “And I’m constantly
changing the menu. My favorite dish is
always the most recent creation.” Some

opened IvyWild. She attributes much its
success to the support of the community
and the University’s current administration, which understands the connection
between a thriving commercial district
and a thriving campus community.
“This simple change in attitude has
made the climate for local restaurants
and other small businesses much more
optimistic.”

George Stevenson, C’90,
executive chef at the Sewanee Inn

A

s the manager of Shenanigans
in the early 1990s and the chef
de cuisine for Pearl’s almost 20
years later, George Stevenson,
C’90, is very familiar with the Sewanee
food scene and how it has virtually exploded in the past few years, going from
two or three mainstays to numerous
options for the hungry on a night out.
“More people are discovering what used
to seem like a secret,” he says.
In 2012, Stevenson had returned
to the Mountain to spend time in the
home he owned here and focus on
writing a restaurant business plan while
working at Pearl’s when he noticed an ad
in the Sewanee Messenger for the executive
chef of the new Sewanee Inn. Today, he

oversees the culinary creations for the
hotel’s eighteen58 Restaurant, Shakerag
Pub, and catering for Founders’ Hall,
the hotel’s banquet hall. Best known for
its extensive Sunday brunch offerings,
the Inn offers Southern favorites in the
Founders’ Hall such as Anne’s Benedict
(named for George’s mom) with blue
corn cakes and poached eggs covered
with crawfish etouffee. In the evening,
eighteen58 serves up customer favorites
such as pork belly sliders and its famous
fried Brussels sprouts, of which it purchases 300 pounds a month to keep up
with demand.
Formally trained at the New England Culinary Institute in Vermont,
Stevenson interned in Seattle with James
Beard Award winner Monique Barbeau
and later worked as the executive chef
at DiStefano Winery in Washington.
His love of all things food and cooking
came at an early age, growing up with a
mother who taught herself to cook using
Julia Child’s Mastering the Art of French Cooking and later living in Belgium with his
family as a teenager. “Cooking is a family
thing,” he says. “My mom’s parents had
three children who have a total of six
kids. Every one of us has at some point
or another worked in a restaurant. Two
of us are chefs.”

of those creations include her awardwinning dish, lemon chamomile salmon
with honey almond sunflower risotto,
romanesco, and fresh tomatillos; and
an appetizer, marinated octopus with
lemon panzanella, basil chimichurri,
ciliegine mozzarella, and tomatoes.
Downing, who grew up watching Julia Child and Justin Wilson, did not go
to culinary school, but instead says she
learned the trade “by sheer force of will.”
She also credits her Sewanee education
for giving her the confidence to follow
her heart and make a living out of something she loved. For the past 20 years,
she’s lived in Sewanee and always felt that
it would support an innovative place to
eat. In 2010, she took the plunge and
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Peace, Desolation,
Unconquerable Ambitions:

The Second Founding
of the
University of the South

In the wake of the Civil War, the hopes of the University’s founders lay in ruins.
But some dreams aren’t meant to die.
By Samuel R. Williamson Jr., H’06

I

n April and May 1865, the Civil
War ended, in ragged fashion,
almost unexpectedly. War ceased
in Virginia with the Appomattox surrender on April 9, followed by President Lincoln’s assassination on April
15. A day later, Federal troops captured
Columbus, Georgia, and on April 26,
Confederate troops in the Carolinas
surrendered at Bennett Place near Durham. A month later, on May 26, Confederate troops west of the Mississippi,
under Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith, who
would later come to Sewanee to teach,
surrendered.
On the portion of the southern
Cumberland Plateau then known as Sewanee Mountain and at University Place,
peace made scant difference. All signs of
the activity of 1859 and 1860 to found
the University of the South had vanished: The cornerstone had been shattered by Union troops in July 1863, the
small cottages of Bishop Leonidas Polk,
Bishop Stephen Elliott, George Fairbanks, and others had been burned or
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The two most visionary and energetic figures in
the University’s refounding: George Rainsford Fairbanks (above) and Charles Todd Quintard (right).

demolished, along with the small buildings erected to house guests in October
1860. There was no bishop of Tennessee, and the first two chancellors of the
University were dead. The coal railway
from Cowan to Sewanee and beyond
had been damaged, the workers scattered. Only in areas near the Domain, as

the land would come to be called, lived
pockets of mountain residents who had
survived the war. Otherwise, University
Place was deserted; the hopes for a great
Southern university, and the funds to
construct it, gone.
But miracles do happen. On Sept.
18, 1868, just three years later, nine
young men matriculated as Sewanee
students in the Junior Division of the
University. A faculty had been hired to
teach them, a headmaster, Gen. Josiah
Gorgas engaged; and Vice-Chancellor
Bishop Charles Todd Quintard, had just
returned from England with $8,000 in
funds to help the dream become a reality. George Fairbanks was busy supervising the construction of a residence hall
and various houses, some to become
boarding houses; and a population of
perhaps as many as 400 were now in
University Place, the depot village, and
nearby areas. More importantly perhaps, the trustees and leadership had
saved the gift of 5,000 acres from the
Sewanee Mining Company. The gift in

The Second Founding
1858 had given the trustees 10 years to
start an institution; the gift would have
expired on Sept. 23, just five days after
the young boys registered. Those nine
students saved the University of the
South. Perhaps equally surprising, just
months later, by the spring of 1869, 45
others would join them. The refounding
of the University had begun.
How did this miracle occur? The
story can be briefly told, focusing on the
efforts of five men, four of whom were
Yankees, who played crucial parts and
in particular on the dynamic energy and
vision of two of them: Quintard and
Fairbanks.

their Southern colleagues. Thus he had
no plans to attend the October General
Convention, but he was a close personal
friend of Bishop Henry Hopkins, the
presiding bishop. Hopkins had helped
to lay out plans for Sewanee before the
war, and his son had once tutored in
the Elliott household. This connection
would prove crucial.
Even as the war ended, Elliott
had plans aplenty for the University
of the South. At the diocesan convention in early August, the convention
elected a treasurer to hold funds for the
University. He also wrote of the need
to reassemble the trustees so that the
institution would not die. These actions
s the war ended, two of the five—
mark the first public suggestion that the
the Rev. Dr. David Pise, rector
University might have a future. Further,
of St. Peter’s Church
Elliott strongly supported the
in Columbia, Tennessee, and
efforts of Pise, Quintard, and
the Rt. Rev. Stephen Elliott,
Fairbanks to press ahead in
bishop of Georgia and living
late 1865 and early 1866. In
in Savannah—were in their
October 1866, the chancellor
customary locations. Elected
convened a special meeting
the second secretary of the
of the trustees at University
“In the late evening we erected a
University’s Board of Trustees
Place. Three bishops: Elliott,
in February 1860, Pise wanted
Quintard, and Henry Lay
cross on the site selected for the
to restart the University. At the
of Arkansas joined with five
chapel, gathered the workmen
same time, he wanted the Dioother trustees to review plans
cese of Tennessee to elect a new
in Rebel’s Rest. This meeting
around it, and asked the blessing
bishop to succeed the late James
gave additional proof that the
Hervey Otey, who had died
refounding might happen.
of the great Head of the Church
in April 1863. Pise not only
on our undertaking.”
worked to convince his fellow
harles Todd Quintard
clergy in the diocese but the lay
emerged as the pivotal
leadership to convene a special
figure in the events of
convention for that purpose in
1866. When the Civil War
early September. Pise realized
ended, Quintard was with his
a new bishop would be key to
family in Columbus, Georgia,
any future university; he also
where he preached on Easter
knew that the triennial convention of
Elliott became the third chancellor of
Sunday 1865. After the Confederate
the Episcopal Church would take place
the University.
defeat at Columbus that same day, he
in Philadelphia in early October and
Moreover, when the war ended,
and his family managed to get to Atlanta
that a new bishop would have to go to the Elliott was also serving as the presidand in late May reached Nashville. For
convention to be consecrated.
ing bishop of the Protestant Episcopal
some weeks, he ministered to wounded
Pise’s diaries reveal a man of restless Church of the Confederate States. The
soldiers of both armies. How much conenergy and attention to detail. The surastute Georgia bishop realized that he
tact Quintard had with David Pise durviving letters exchanged with Quintard
might be an impediment to any possible
ing this period is unclear, but he almost
show Pise’s hopes that Quintard would
reunion with the Northern bishops,
certainly knew that many of his fellow
be the next bishop; the chaplain-doctor
who had never recognized the absence of clergy and some of the lay leadership saw

A

demurred but never closed the door.
Quintard, who before the war had been
the rector of the Church of the Advent
in Nashville and a participant in the
cornerstone ceremonies of 1860, had
then served as chaplain and occasional
surgeon in the Confederate forces during the war. He was a natural candidate.
Bishop Elliott lived in Savannah. He
had been one of the three key bishops
behind the plans for the University. At
first a doubter, Polk and Otey convinced
him to join forces behind the University.
Elliott and Polk worked hard to raise
funds for the new University, and Elliott
participated in cornerstone ceremonies
in October 1860. He also built a cottage
on the Domain. When Polk was killed at
Pine Mountain on June 14, 1864,

C

20 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • SUMMER 2016

This 1938 painting of a scene marking the Second Founding of the University of the South, by the Rev. Thomas J. Crosby, C’1894, hangs in the
Sewanee Inn.

him as a natural successor to Otey. Over
the summer, Quintard returned north,
preaching at St. Thomas in New York
City and seeing his extended family. His
letters make clear that the trip revived
his sagging emotions. He returned to
Tennessee with new energy for whatever
the future might hold.
Quintard’s journey in 1865 was
simple compared to that of George
Rainsford Fairbanks. When the war
ended, Fairbanks, as major in the
hospital quartermaster corps, found
himself in Macon, Georgia. He knew
his cottage in Sewanee had burned, that
his home in St. Augustine, Florida,

had been damaged, that one of the two
sawmills he and his brothers owned had
burned, that parcels of land belonging
to the group in Florida been requisitioned by bounty hunters, and that he
had no reliable prospect of a salary. On
the other hand, he still had the land in
St. Augustine and elsewhere in Florida,
his legal credentials were strong, his
political connections in Florida and
Tennessee extensive. Further, he and
his brothers had funds in Canada that
had wisely been placed there for safety
early in the war. By late summer he had
decided, urged by friends in Nashville,
to think of a legal practice there. But at

the same time, by late August 1865, he
told Bishop Elliott that he planned to
rebuild a house at University Place, and
new evidence discovered by the Rebel’s
Rest Disassembly Project shows the logs
that went into Fairbanks’s Rebel’s Rest in
1866 appear to have been harvested in
1865. Like Pise, Elliott, and Quintard,
Fairbanks had no intention of allowing
the University to disappear.
The fifth player in the renaissance
of Sewanee, Brig. Gen. Josiah Gorgas,
had no immediate part in the first stages
of the refounding. Rather, as the war
ended, he returned to Alabama, virtually
wandering around in search of a busiSUMMER 2016 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 21
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ness opportunity, and then decided to
Quintard’s election as bishop when the
Academy. This would provide evidence
start an ironworks at Brierfield. Despite
Tennessee convention met a week later,
of action, possibly helping with the
his Civil War success with the armaments and above all, the resolution drafted by
terms of the land grant, and creating a
industry, the ironworks took far more
Quintard calling for the diocese to help
de facto operation that could be moved
capital than Gorgas expected,
to the Domain. Finally, they
and there were fewer orders
would seek to encourage Souththan anticipated. Thus, when
erners to come and build houses
some of his friends in early
in Sewanee, confident the railway
1868 suggested he consider an
would soon be operating again as
offer to become the headmasit was.
ter of the Junior Division of
The first steps of their plan
the new University, he, after
fell into place quickly. David Pise
some hesitation, accepted. His
chaired the special convention
prestige, his steady presence in
at Christ Church, which opened
the first years after 1868, and
on Wednesday, Sept. 6. The next
his ability to make decisions
day, the convention elected three
helped propel the University
new trustees for the University of
forward. Like Pise, Fairbanks,
the South—Pise, Fairbanks, and
and Quintard, Gorgas had a
F.B. Fogg (an influential NashNorthern background but had
ville lawyer and former Bostofought for the South; his wife,
nian). After a motion to delay
Amelia, a native of Alabama,
the election of a bishop failed
was his constant support and
dramatically, the priests “by an
supporter. Perhaps just as
almost unanimous vote” elected
important, the rank of general
Quintard; shortly afterward the
and his own reputation helped
same afternoon, the laity followed
Gen. Josiah Gorgas served as headmaster of the Junior Department
convince many Southern par- before being elected second vice-chancellor of the University.
suit. Quintard thus became the
ents that Sewanee offered the
second bishop of Tennessee; he
education that their young men, mostly
restart the University with the construcwould serve for the next 33 years.
divorced from education during the war, tion of a building at University Place for
Equally important for Sewanee’s
could now receive in a hospitable situatheological education. To achieve the
future, the convention approved Quintion. They were correct.
latter, they would seek permission from
tard’s recommendation that the diocese
Chancellor Elliott for the construction.
consult with the executive committee
or a century or more, the convenThese meetings in 1865 laid the
of the University “to take immediate
tional account of the refounding strategy that Quintard, Fairbanks,
steps, if practicable, for the establishof the University has centered
and Pise would follow over the next 18
ment of a Theological Training School
on a chance meeting of Pise, Fairbanks,
months. It had, at least as seen in reton the domain of the University of the
and Quintard on the 40-mile train
rospect, four elements. First, Quintard
South at Sewanee.” They also supported
trip between Columbia, Tennessee,
would be elected bishop and would seek
a solicitation of funds for this purpose.
and Nashville. From this meeting, it is
consecration from the national church,
These actions, which echoed those of
argued, they took the key first steps to
using the friendship with Bishop HopBishop Otey in 1832, when he called for
rebuild the University. Bishop Elliott
kins as a springboard. Such reconcilia theological school, now gave Quintard
had anticipated them with his convenation would almost certainly help with
and Fairbanks the license to proceed.
tion speech in the summer, so he had
future efforts to secure funds. Second,
They did not waste time.
actually made the first move.
they would start construction of cabins
Quintard went to the General
But the train ride is just part of the
for Fairbanks and Quintard at UniverConvention in Philadelphia along with
story. They may indeed have been on the sity Place and a hall for the conduct of
Bishop Atkinson of North Carolina
train, but the three men actually spent
theological education. Third, Quintard
and the provisional bishop of Arkansas,
the night at Pise’s rectory on Aug. 30.
would also move to establish an educaHenry Lay. Thanks to the leadership
They discussed the revival of the Unitional institution in nearby Winchester,
of Bishop Hopkins, the convention
versity, almost certainly the prospects of
taking advantage of the defunct Carrick
accepted the earlier consecration of

F
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Bishop Richard Wilmer of Alabama
we erected a cross on the site selected
took on greater reality: the first meetby the Southern bishops as well as that
for the chapel, gathered the workmen
ing of the postwar Board of Trustees, a
of Lay. At the convention, Canadian
around it and asked the blessing of the
special session held in Fairbanks’ house,
Archbishop Francis Fulford consecrated
great Head of the Church on our unRebel’s Rest. Four bishops: Chancellor
Quintard and would later have his name dertaking. We recited the Apostles Creed Elliott, Henry Lay (Arkansas), William
attached to Quintard’s timber house in
and made the grand old woods ring with Mercer Green (Mississippi), and QuinSewanee. These deft moves meant that
the ‘Gloria in Excelsis.’” The impact of
tard, and five lay and clerical trustees
the Episcopal Church in the United
that simple act reflected confidence and
met. They easily agreed to restart the
States had been reunited as one church,
determination, even if the odds reUniversity and, in another seeming
unlike other Protestant churches, where
mained long.
miracle, had one problem—the missing
divisions would continue for decades.
Over the coming months, the
land titles—solved. Before the meeting
Following Quintard’s consecration,
Quintard and Fairbanks cabins were fin- was over, a courier from Montgomery
Fairbanks wasted little time. He appears
ished as well as the theological hall, later
brought the missing titles that had been
to have commissioned the construccalled Otey Hall. Newly located records
safely and wisely kept off the Mountain
tion of his and Quintard’s cabins as well
indicate that eight to 10 workmen a week by C.T. Pollard in Alabama. As Fairas the start of a building for the theowere being paid $1.50 a day; the source
banks wrote of this gift, the assembled
logical institute. By February 1866, a
of those funds remains to be discovered. group took it as “an auspicious omen of
small structure for the use of workmen
But the most important consequence of
success in prosecuting the work we had
had been completed, and local workthe construction was to draw others to
decided to undertake.” Far less successmen were finding employment. At the
Sewanee, so that by late fall 1866 there
ful were Quintard’s initial efforts to
same time, the trio of Quintard, Pise,
may have been as many as a half dozen
raise funds for the enterprise.
and Fairbanks wrote the other survivhouses and perhaps 15 or more cabins
But the momentum from October
ing members of the executive
carried over to a special meetcommittee and asked for their
ing of the trustees, this time
approval of the construction of
in Montgomery five months
the theological institute buildlater. By the time they gathered
ing, a simple frame structure
on Feb. 13, 1867, Elliott had
of seven rooms and a kitchen.
died, and Green had become
I
n
O
ctober
1866,
the
B
oard
of
Approval was granted quickly.
his successor. There were five
At University Place, William
bishops and eight laymen
Trustees held a special session in
Ensign, sometime agent for
and priests who made a series
Fairbanks, assembled the workof consequential decisions.
Rebel’s Rest. Before the meeting
men to start. Later, the execuFirst, they elected Quintard as
was over, a courier from Monttive committee also got Elliott
vice-chancellor with a putative
to approve a special meeting of
salary of $2,000. Second, they
gomery arrived with the missing
the trustees for Oct. 10, some
affirmed the earlier decision
10 months away.
to restart the University and
land titles that had been safely
These actions prompted
instructed the Executive Comand wisely kept off the Mountain.
the first symbolic ceremony
mittee to put a “High School
that the University might suron University grounds.” Third,
vive. On March 22, 1866, less
they accepted Quintard’s offer
than a year after the end of the
of the theological hall, comwar, Bishop Quintard, Fairpleted the previous summer
banks, the Rev. Thomas Morris
and used for residential purof Winchester, and the just arrived Rev.
and small cottages under construction.
poses, assuring the bishop that eventuDr. J. Austin Merrick, who would head
There were at least two dozen white
ally a theological department would
the theological institute, along with local workmen who show up in Ensign’s wage
come. Fourth, they decided to approach
workmen gathered, a group possibly
daybook, along with another dozen black George Peabody, who had an interest “in
numbering a dozen or so at University
workers. Other houses were constructed furtherance of educational interests in
Place. Fairbanks’ personal description
around the depot.
the Southern States,” the first of many
captures it best: “In the late evening
In October 1866, the refounding
efforts to find financial support in the
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The Second Founding
North. Finally, they elected Fairbanks
Green and Quintard and eight lay and
on Aug. 11 and did not return until May
commissioner of buildings and land, a
clerical trustees attended. The group
20, 1868. Helped by generous introposition he held until 1879, and thus
decided to use the forthcoming Panductory letters from Bishop Hopkins,
gave one person, on site most of the
Anglican Conference at Lambeth Palace
the archbishop of Canterbury, and with
time, sweeping authority to press ahead
as a springboard for donations from
connections to pro-Southern Anglicans
with the physical aspects of the instituBritain and asked Quintard to go. He
like the Rev. Francis William Tremlett,
tion. Nor, it should be added, did they
did, even as it meant arduous travel and
Quintard believed he had a chance.
forget the fast approaching deadline of
an extended absence from his diocese.
Tremlett’s role as host, organizer,
Sept. 23, 1868, to get the University
The trustees thought it would require at
and enthusiast helped a great deal. But
started in a tangible fashion.
least $2,500 to start the school, which
it was Bishop Quintard who preached
As the trustees moved ahead, Bishop seemed small compared to the $28,000
countless sermons, made repeated
Quintard continued what in retrospect
that had been spent in the years since
requests for funds, and found no great
seems a quixotic quest to use the defunct 1857 with no tangible success. But they
pocket of financial support. Still, he
Carrick Academy in Winchester as a
were confident, almost certainly influmade progress. In admiration for his
starter base for the University.
efforts to restart the University
He recruited a headmaster, had
of the South, he received an
the school renamed the Sehonorary degree from Camwanee Collegiate Institute, and
bridge University. Indeed, the
asked Fairbanks to serve as its
ermine collar on the vice-chanOn Sept. 18, 1868, nine young
president. It formally opened in
cellor’s red gown at Sewanee is
September 1866 and may have
an exact match of the one used
men matriculated in the Junior
had as many as 130 students
at Cambridge. From all of this
Division of the University. A
with four instructors. In 1867,
effort, Quintard came home in
Franklin L. Knight, who had
May 1868 with a gift of books
faculty
had
been
hired
to
teach
been placed in charge of the
from Cambridge and $8,000
school, moved from Winchester
in cash. His foreign travels had
them, a headmaster engaged,
to University Place to take
been rewarded.
and Vice-Chancellor Quintard
charge of the Sewanee Divinity
While Quintard travelled,
School—the Diocese of TennesChancellor Green worked
had just returned from England
see precursor to the theologihard to prepare for the actual
cal school. Two years later, the
operation of an educational
with $8,000 in funds to help the
Sewanee Collegiate Institute’s
institution. He needed to find
dream
become
a
reality
.
name was changed to Sewanee
a resident vice-chancellor, to
College, but from the start there
recruit faculty, and to oversee,
were problems with faculty, with
in a most informal fashion, the
finance, and with the lack of
work of Fairbanks.
support from Winchester. When
One part of Green’s effort
the Junior Division opened with nine
enced by the completion of Otey Hall,
focused on finding someone to become
students in September 1868, the need
the prospect of a new wing to it, and the
a resident vice-chancellor, an effort
for the ancillary undertaking disapearly effort to collect building supplies
pressed by Quintard from London. The
peared, and the school closed in 1871
for a chapel. The physical aspects of
bishop urged Commander Matthew
with some of its students transferring to
the enterprise were taking shape. With
Fontaine Maury, then residing in Engthe University. Its failure, nevertheless,
trustee approval in hand, “the chapel
land. Maury, a distinguished oceanogprovides a reminder of the extraordinary was immediately erected” according
rapher and Confederate naval agent in
energy and determination that Quintard to Fairbanks. The construction of the
London, had attended the cornerstone
brought to his dream of an educational
new chapel along with numerous other
ceremonies in October 1860. Green
institution.
structures from 1866 to 1868 reflected
agreed with Quintard, writing countless
the growing confidence and local
letters to trustees seeking their approval,
n Aug. 1, 1867, another special
competence of the new venture on the
which came. The chancellor then made
meeting of the Board of Trustees Mountain.
the offer to Maury, who thanked the
took place at Sewanee. Bishops
Bishop Quintard left for England
Mississippi prelate but declined.

O
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Green’s more famous move came
in the summer of 1868 when he offered
the vice-chancellorship to Gen. Robert
E. Lee. Word had reached the chancellor that Lee was unhappy at Washington
College, and Green believed he had a
chance. He did not. Lee thanked him
for the gracious offer but made clear his
contentment with Lexington, Virginia.
More than a year later Green tried
again, this time with Jefferson Davis,
then living in Memphis and working in
an insurance company. This offer also
came to naught though Davis would in
1872 visit Sewanee at the time of the
University’s first formal graduation. By
that time, Gen. Gorgas had accepted the
offer of the vice-chancellorship, becoming the first resident head and giving a
happy Quintard a chance to end his dual
role as bishop and vice-chancellor.
While Quintard worked to raise
money in England in late 1867 and
Green to find a resident successor,
Fairbanks worked diligently to lay out
plot lines for residential and business
leases on the Domain, to assist those
who wished to build, and to oversee
the University’s meager finances. By
the summer of 1868 there were at least
eight families living at University Place,
perhaps six or more houses in the depot
village, and others scattered along the
old Jasper Road.
The little community of Sewanee
was beginning to grow. The population
had risen to at least 400, and the coal
train from Cowan, eventually called
the Mountain Goat, had begun regular service. A new arrival, again from
the North, Jabez Hayes purchased 100
acres of land, later the original site of
St. Mary’s convent, and started a sawmill
that produced much of the lumber
for the newly constructed homes. He
opened a gristmill later, a small public school, and may have contributed
goods and services worth $100,000. He
installed a steam-heated fruit evaporator so that local farmers could dry and
ship fruits from their orchards. Perhaps

with even greater foresight, he began
to cultivate broomstraw and installed a
machine to make “the Sewanee Broom”
regarded as the best in the area. Hayes
and Fairbanks were indispensable for
preparing the way for the new University
to open.
When the trustees met in Savannah
on April 1, 1868, even with Quintard
absent, they resolved to create the Junior
Department and open it by Sept. 1.
This was a crucial if temporary solution
to keeping the land. They also agreed
to call the first residence structure for
students “Tremlett Hall” and to add
32 more feet to the nave of the chapel,
called St Augustine’s and located near
the present site of All Saints’.
Still, there remained the problem
of finding faculty and a headmaster;
neither task proved easy, especially not
for a school that had not opened, with
minimal residential opportunities for
faculty families, and even more modest
salary possibilities. Still, they persisted
and among the first faculty were Robert Dabney, Berkeley Green, the Rev.
Franklin Knight (who had been at the
Winchester enterprise), and Fairbanks,
who taught history courses. But the
school lacked a headmaster.
Then in late May the executive committee learned that Gen. Gorgas might
be interested. Indeed, he was. But he
made it plain he could not arrive until
he had closed the ironworks, which
would take some months. On the other
hand, he wanted the job and said he
could be present for the start of the first
term. Gorgas’s extensive correspondence
with Quintard and Fairbanks leaves no
doubt of his intense interest in the new
enterprise. And his stature as a successful general gave immediate credibility to
the enterprise, a fact that the refounders
keenly appreciated.
The first formal meeting of the
postwar Board of Trustees took place at
Sewanee on Aug. 12 and would continue, surprisingly, in New York City
in October. Gorgas joined the group

at the August meeting, much of which
centered on how to raise money for
the University. The trustees prepared
a circular letter to churches and Episcopalians in the North in the hope that
solicitations at the forthcoming General
Convention in New York might achieve
some results; that did not happen, but
the hopes remained.
Meanwhile, in early September, as
workmen rushed to finish plaster on
walls of school buildings, preparations
for the matriculation service began.
Bishop Green and Bishop Quintard
presided over the matriculation ceremony on Sept. 18 with “appropriate
religious services.” Then nine students
registered, led by the first matriculant,
Charles Massey Fairbanks. The nine
youths ranged in ages from 12 to 19,
and they came from Tennessee, Florida,
Alabama, and Mississippi. By the spring
of 1869, their number had quadrupled.
With five days to spare, the University
had retained its title to the 5,000 acres
from the Sewanee Mining Company.

T

he arrival of faculty, students,
townspeople, some parents,
and a growing population gave
credence to the survival and refounding
of the University of the South. Within
two years, the Junior Department would
be joined by collegiate instruction and
the path set for the future. But none
of those involved in the refounding
thought the future secure: the University needed more funds, a resident
vice-chancellor, and a more effective
Board of Trustees with an attendance
that allowed a quorum to be met.
Still, the spirit of enterprise remained
strong, and the energy of Quintard
and Fairbanks (though tested sorely in
the 1870s), continued unabated. Now
there was a certain confidence that the
refounded University would survive;
that sense of confidence would be tested
more than once over the next hundred
years, but it always returned.
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THEOLOGIA

Speaking the Truth in Love

Sewanee-based theological debate camp encourages teens to explore
contemporary challenges through faith
By Jeannie Babb

I

N DECEMBER 2015, the University announced the
receipt of a $600,000 grant from the Lilly Endowment
to support SUMMA Student Theological Debate Society,
a program of the School of Theology’s Beecken Center.
The grant is part of an initiative established by Lilly Endowment Inc. to encourage high school students to explore contemporary challenges through their faith, by enabling private
colleges and universities to offer summer institutes and other
programs that provide a framework for this exploration.
Lilly is giving $44.5 million to 82 schools for various faith
programs, but the SUMMA program is unique to the School
of Theology. Through a weeklong summer camp, SUMMA
offers a rare opportunity for high school students to engage in
deep theological and philosophical discussions with English,
history, and philosophy professors in a collegiate atmosphere.
SUMMA was envisioned and created in 2011 by the Very
Rev. Dr. Christoph Keller III, now dean of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Little Rock, Arkansas, and a senior fellow
of the Beecken Center. Keller says just seeing Lilly’s request
for a proposal was exciting. “Lilly was saying that high school
students are ripe for serious engagement with important questions by light of the Christian theological tradition. That was
my thought in conceiving of SUMMA. Moreover, Lilly was
looking specifically to colleges and universities with ‘strong
theological faculties and clear commitments to religious life’ to
develop and host such programs.”
The grant money gives the Beecken Center the financial
means to recruit and attract more students to the program.
“Recruiting has always been the challenge,” Keller says. “When
students come, they love it. Getting them to try what is an
offbeat sounding program takes elbow grease, media savvy, and
imagination. Lilly lets us hire that media savvy and add some
elbow grease.”
SUMMA provides high school students with a framework
to examine and build faith through intellectual channels.
SUMMA Student Theological Debate Society was launched
in August 2012 as a pilot project of the Institute of Theological Studies at St. Margaret’s in Arkansas, where Keller served
as theologian-in-residence. The first year, Keller brought 48
students from Arkansas and Mississippi to the Sewanee campus for a week of debate camp. That first camp was followed by
a yearlong debate program that culminated in a spring debate
26 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • SUMMER 2016

tournament. Forty-two students participated during the second pilot year.
The vision for SUMMA was developed from Keller’s view
of the Church as a place of intellectual tradition, as well as
moral and spiritual tradition, and from his desire to orient
young people to that tradition. Debate is the chosen vehicle for

instruction in the intellectual tradition, because it immediately
engages the student’s own passion and intellect.
Keller called on the Rt. Rev. Duncan Gray III, H’01,
former bishop of Mississippi, to help identify recruits for the
program. “Five years ago, when Chris called and said ‘I’ve got
this idea,’ I couldn’t imagine teenagers going to a Christian
debate camp,” Gray says. “How right he was, and how wrong
I was!” Gray acknowledges the natural tendency of teenagers to have questions and doubts. “SUMMA blesses academic
inquiry, so that teenagers need not leave the church to wrestle
with their questions.”
During an intense but fun debate camp lasting nine days
each summer, students are exposed to new frameworks for
thinking about complex problems. In addition to traditional
rhetoric, logic, and debate skills, students learn how to apply
Christian theological tradition to modern questions. In the
process, they often find their own voices as well.
Lauryl Tucker, C’99, SUMMA faculty member and
associate professor of English at Sewanee, appreciates the
camp’s emphasis on moral reasoning rather than dictated
moral stances. She notes that as campers learn to order their
arguments in their minds, they begin to feel more confident
speaking in groups. She says this helps young people overcome

what has been called “imposter syndrome,” a fear that their
accomplishments and intelligence have been overrated, and if
they speak up, their inadequacy will be exposed. She notes this
feeling is often especially strong in young women.
“Young women may struggle more to overcome the voice
whispering in their ear,” Tucker says. “This process helps them
learn that it is useful to test an idea out loud and support that
idea out loud.”
With the successful completion
of the two-year pilot
program, SUMMA
was launched in
2015 as a banner
program of the
Beecken Center.
Held at the School of
Theology, the camp
welcomed 34 high
school debaters to campus to consider the resolution, “Euthanasia is morally justified.”
The campers, who came from 11 states, exhibited a level
of sophistication and engagement that surprised Tucker, who
has served on the SUMMA faculty since 2013. “The discussion ranged from big questions to precise life application, with
campers engaged in a very rigorous day filled with lectures,
history, principle, debate, and small groups,” she says.
As the permanent location for SUMMA, Sewanee provides an academic setting that allows campers to interact with
both theologians and undergraduate professors. The setting
offers not only the resources of the School of Theology, but

also the entire University. Campers become familiar with
library resources, and enjoy the dining hall and recreational
facilities of Sewanee.
A day at SUMMA camp offers several types of intellectual
stimulation. After breakfast, campers gather in the School of
Theology’s Hamilton Hall for morning lectures with Keller.
The lectures provide a framework for the debates, including
the history of the issue being considered, various beliefs and
understandings, and the debate process itself. Small seminar
groups led by a mix of University faculty and clergy help the
campers focus on their debate skills, explore theological texts
to augment their positions, and practice speaking the truth in
love. Afternoons are devoted to individual preparation—along
with fellowship and recreational activities. Morning, midday,
and evening are punctuated with both laughter and times of
quiet devotion and singing.
SUMMA engages campers not abstractly but through the
knowledge and experience each of them brings to camp and
the classic disciplines of debate within the Anglican theological
tradition. For Gray, this is perhaps what makes SUMMA most
unique and most valuable. “It can be rare to find practices that
intentionally wed the rational/intellectual realm to the mystical/spiritual realm.”
Courtney Cowart, director of the Beecken Center, says
the Lilly grant will allow the Beecken Center to expand recruitment efforts nationwide. The Beecken Center hopes to
establish SUMMA as an intellectually distinguished theological
debate society with a membership formed in the practice of
deep listening to opposing viewpoints and learning to respond
in a humane and humble manner absent from many public
exchanges today.
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ADVANCING SEWANEE

A Wetland Gets to Work

An innovative new water treatment system promises to provide data about the
best ways to deal with emerging contaminants on the Mountain and beyond.
By Tom Sanders

B

IOLOGY PROFESSOR Deborah McGrath is in the
weeds on this one. In fact, she is pulling the weeds.
It’s a hot day in early June, and a complex process to
design and build a constructed wetland, an innovative wastewater treatment system, is about to come to fruition.
A few days later, a landscape crew would come to plant native
bulrushes and other wetland plants in the new facility, but for
now, McGrath and several students are pulling the weeds that
have sprouted in the imported topsoil.
In reality, McGrath has been in the weeds for more than
two years, paying close attention to design and construction on
the wetland. “It has been a learning experience for all of us,”
McGrath says. “And I’m really grateful for our longstanding
collaboration with the Sewanee Utility District, as well as for
the work of our design firm Golder Associates and the construction contractor, LTS. I’m an ecosystem ecologist and my
faculty colleagues teach chemistry, forestry, and law, so construction and design are out of our comfort areas.”

The opening of the wetland is the culmination of a vision
years in the making. A decade ago, with an interest in how a
changing environment affects human health, McGrath and
colleagues at Tennessee Tech began testing for pharmaceutical compounds in the wastewater effluent and streams from
Sewanee’s innovative waste treatment system. Without a large
river to dilute effluent at the end of the treatment process, the
Sewanee Utility District (SUD) Board opted for a land application system. Wastewater effluent at the end of the treatment
cycle is sprayed on the forest, and trees take up the remaining
nutrient load. The system works great for typical contaminants, but McGrath and Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Emily White were finding evidence that certain classes of pharmaceuticals were making it through the treatment process and
into the streams draining the SUD watershed. Recent studies
show this to be true for most water bodies where wastewater
effluent is being released.
“These are emerging contaminants that the EPA under-

Each of the wetland’s three basins has a different planting pattern in order to promote different processes that lead to chemical breakdown.
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stands may need to be regulated but
iris, boneset and swamp hibiscus,
that no one has a good idea how
and the third with pickerel weed.
to regulate or cost-effective ways
In addition to being planted with
to treat,” McGrath said one day
different native plants, each basin
to a colleague. That colleague was
has a different planting pattern,
Laurie Fowler, C’80, a professor
each designed to promote differand an executive at the River Basin
ent ecosystem processes that lead to
Before the wetland became wet, its three basins were
Center at the Odum School of the
chemical breakdown.
planted with a variety of native species.
University of Georgia. Fowler had
For now, the water testing
read about the possibility of constructed wetlands as wastewaregime is designed to test the basic operations of the wetland,
ter-treatment tools and proposed a joint project between the
charting changes in nitrogen and phosphorus, biological
Odum School and Sewanee to test such a system as a way to
oxygen demand, dissolved oxygen, pH, and conductivity as the
track and sequester emerging contaminants.
wetland plants grow. When the wetland is fully operational,
McGrath, White, Professor of Forestry Scott Torreano,
research on emerging contaminants will begin in earnest.
and colleagues at Georgia put together planning documents
“We are really hoping to build partnerships not just with
through linked courses at the two institutions. That work
Georgia but with researchers nearby and abroad who are informed the basis of a grant proposal to the Coca-Cola Founterested in this subject,” says McGrath. “We are going to have a
dation, which was interested in the novel project, thanks in
one-of-a-kind facility, equipped with a weather station set up
no small part to the advocacy of Claude Nielsen, C’71, chairby the Office of Environmental Stewardship and Sustainabilman of Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, which also
ity, and SUD’s on-site wet lab facility. We are here at the top
provided funds for the project. The Coca-Cola Company is
of our watershed, so we know that the water coming into our
widely known for its interest in water quality and has a multipublic utility is basically impounded rainwater. We have a very
year, multi-continent project to replenish with clean water as
clear understanding of inputs to the terrestrial system coupled
much water it uses in the manufacture and distribution of its
with the wetland, and so we can have some meaningful reproducts.
sults when we measure what is coming out the end.” Extensive
Another foundation, the Riverview Foundation of Chatmonitoring of the vegetation and soils in the forest irrigation
tanooga, added on a grant to support the public scholarship
area has been yielding results since the late 1980s.
being conducted by a University of Georgia graduate student
The challenges of attracting research dollars and research
and Sewanee Environment and Sustainability major Emmie
colleagues is stretching into the near future, but for now McOliver, C’16, which charts public perceptions of water and
Grath still has weeds on her mind. As a kingfisher noisily flies
water treatment.
over our heads, she says, “Look at that crabgrass. This basin
In late June, two years after the ceremonial groundbreakhas been flooded for a week, and it’s still growing. I hope it
ing, student interns Megan Hopson, C’17, and Anna Wildoesn’t take over the bulrushes.”
liams, C’19, turned a valve to release water from the SUD
As the tadpoles from nearby tree frogs attest, the wetland
lagoon into the constructed wetland. Less than a week later,
promises to provide habitat for all sorts of amphibians, birds
the wetland was teeming with tadpoles and a kingfisher flew
and other vertebrates, as well as an excellent opportunity
around sizing up potential meals as Hopson and Williams
to study how the chemistry of the system changes as plants,
started a regime of water testing. “We take samples from the
animals, and microbial communities become established in
source and then as it enters and exits each basin of the wetthe new wetland. “The project is a wonderful site for interdisland,” Hopson said.
ciplinary research and exploration from chemistry to ecology
Three basins make up the wetland—the first planted
to public policy,” says McGrath, “We are so excited about the
with bulrushes, the second with swamp milkweed, blue flag
opportunity it presents for us and many other researchers.”
SUMMER 2016 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • 29

SPORTS

The Game Changer

In four years, Emily Javadi, C’16, became the most decorated golfer in
Sewanee history—and helped elevate the entire women’s golf program.
By Clayton Felts, sports information director

F

“

RIGHTFUL,” “astounding,” “failed,” “ridiculous”—
She didn’t slow down over the next three years. In 2014,
these were just a few of the words that a national golf
Javadi was recognized by the Tennessean as one of the top 15
writer used to describe a performance by the Sewanee all-time Sewanee female student-athletes. In 2014 and 2015,
women’s golf team in 2011. Unfortunately, that
she again qualified for the NCAA Championships while being
notoriety put Sewanee’s program on the map for all the wrong
named a first-team All-SAA selection.
reasons.
This past season, Javadi was named the 2016 SAA Player
Needing a game changer, former Tiger women’s golf Head of the Year after she won medalist honors for the second time.
Coach Nancy Ladd found one just an hour away from SeShe won three other national tournaments and finished no
wanee. At the Baylor School in Chattanooga, a young amateur
worse than seventh in any tournament in 2015-16. On Oct.
was leading the state’s most successful high school women’s golf 30, 2015, she became the first Tiger ever to be ranked No. 1
program to its fifth straight TSSAA Division II state title. That nationally.
golfer was Emily Javadi.
After she finished the season ranked in top 10, Javadi
“You could tell Emily was a special player early on,” says
earned the league’s highest honor, SAA Woman of the Year.
Ladd. “Playing at Baylor, she was part of a program with so
With that, Javadi became the third Tiger to be nominated by
much history. Baylor players have played not only at the highest the SAA for NCAA Woman of the Year award since the league
levels of collegiate golf, but some
was founded in 2012.
have gone on and played on the
Off the course, Javadi graduLPGA Tour. Even before comated with a bachelor of science deing to Sewanee, she was a team
gree in biology with a 3.25 GPA.
captain, finished third as an indiThe four-time All-SAA Academic
vidual player in the state tournaHonor Roll member also spent
ment, and won the Chattanooga
time in Haiti during her junior
Women’s Amateur.”
spring break, providing medical
Javadi quickly made an impact
service to those in need.
on the Sewanee golf program.
Javadi’s work in Haiti helped
During her freshman season, she
her decide to pursue a career
broke the program’s 18-, 36-, and
in dentistry. “My interest in the
54-hole scoring records in her
health sciences developed at a
first three tournaments. Later in
young age, but my passion for
the year, she won medalist honors
dentistry surfaced when I was
at the 2013 Southern Athletic
volunteering at the free rural
Association (SAA) Championhealth clinic in Haiti,” she says.
ships with a score of 223 and was
“Now I want to dedicate my life
named SAA Player of the Year.
to improving dental health locally
Then she became the first Tiger
and internationally.”
since Hall of Fame member LindIn addition to all the individEmily Javadi, pictured here with Head Coach Nate Parrish, was
say Fields Eun, C’01, to qualify
ual awards and accomplishments,
named the Southern Athletic Association Woman of the Year.
for the NCAA Championships.
Javadi elevated the expectations of
Along with finishing in the top 20 at nationals, Javadi led all
the Sewanee golf program.
NCAA Division III players in scoring average and rounds vs.
After she arrived on the Mountain, the culture of the
par. She also became the first Tiger to be named NCAA/Wom- team changed. Along with co-captain and 2014 SAA Player of
en’s Golf Coaches Association (WGCA) Freshman of the Year
the Year and medalist winner Alison Eleey, C’16, and a group
and the first to be named a WGCA Academic All-American.
of talented freshmen that included Emily’s sister Natalie,
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Javadi led the Sewanee women’s golf team to its best season ever. The Tigers won three tournaments and earned a first-ever trip to the NCAA
Championships, where they finished seventh.

“Emily has raised the bar for women’s
golf at Sewanee,” says Head Coach
Nate Parrish. “She leaves as the face
of the program, and her impact will be
felt for a long time.”
C’19, Javadi led Sewanee to its best season in school history.
The Tigers won three tournaments in 2015-16 while finishing second behind eventual national champion Rhodes at the
SAA Tournament. Receiving a bid for their first-ever trip to
nationals, the Tigers finished seventh at the NCAA Championships. They also ranked in the top 10 throughout the season

while Head Coach Nate Parrish was named the 2016 WGCA
Golf Pride NCAA Division III National Coach of the Year.
“Emily has raised the bar for women’s golf at Sewanee,”
says Parrish. “She leaves as the face of the program, and her
impact will be felt for a long time.”
Five years after Sewanee lost the 2011 Southern Collegiate
Athletic Conference (SCAC) by 657 strokes, some of those
same writers, coaches, and officials were back watching the Tigers. But this time, instead of reading about how bad Sewanee
was, they watched as the most accomplished player in program
history put Sewanee back on the map with her third career
NCAA/WGCA All-American award.
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1957
Robert Scott enjoys working
in a wide range of art forms,
including printmaking, collage,
watercolor, acrylic, digital, ink,
and pastel. An experienced
graphic designer, he is an
active member of the Printmakers of Cape Cod.

1961
Robert J. Schneider is serving
on the search committee for
the next bishop of the Diocese
of Western North Carolina.

1966
Frank Armstrong Green is
the subject of a book written
by a number of his protégés.
Wednesdays with Frank is
a collection of anecdotes
about Frank’s fiction writing
workshop called “The Bard
Society,” which has met for
more than 35 years and has
seen the publication of more
than 50 novels and numerous
short stories, including a book
that won the Iowa Prize for
a collection of short stories.
“Everything I know about the
craft and vision of fiction I
learned from Andrew Lytle and
my halcyon days at Sewanee,”
he says.

1967
Richard Dolbeer recently won
his age class (60+) in a 5K
race for Alzheimer’s research
in Cleveland, Ohio.

1969
Henry M. Coxe III received
the 2016 American Inns
of Court Professionalism
Award, presented in May at
the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Eleventh Circuit Judicial
Conference. Coxe is a director
in the firm of Bedell, Dittmar,
DeVault, Pillans & Coxe of
Jacksonville, Florida, which he
joined in 1996. He special-
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izes in serious federal and
state criminal matters. Woody
McLaughlin recently received
the Robert Sparks Walker Lifetime Achievement Award from
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam at
the 2016 Governor’s Environmental Stewardship Awards.
The award recognizes Woody’s
decades of devotion to the
land and people of South Cumberland State Park, especially
the Fiery Gizzard Trail.

a successful computer chip
design of his: a 28 gigabit-persecond long haul laser driver
for use in today’s massive data
centers for companies like
Google and Facebook.

1979

John Day, founder of the
Haelan LifeStream Center and
Retreat in Crestone, Colorado,
now offers nutrigenomics interpretations, which address how
to use nutrition correctly for
one’s gene carrier status.

Joe Davis has served since
early February as the priest at
the Episcopal Church of the
Redeemer in Shelbyville, Tennessee. He also works as a
freelance writer, helping people
gather their family stories and
write their memoirs. He and
his wife, Cindy, live in Nashville close to Cindy’s sister,
Amy Hill Lutz, C’90, and Joe’s
sister, Dee Davis, C’89. Tom
Scarritt recently received the
2016-17 Michael A. Fogarty
“In the Trenches” award from
the Hillsborough County Bar
Association. The award recognizes the association’s leading
civil trial lawyer for professionalism and excellence. Tom is
the founder and senior trial
lawyer at Scarritt Law Group, a
firm that handles commercial,
governmental, and personal
injury jury trials involving catastrophic damages.

1976

1980

Peter H. Squire was recently
elected to the board of directors of the Keels & Wheels
Concours d’Elegance in
Seabrook, Texas, where he
continues to serve as chief
automotive judge. Keels &
Wheels is one of the top five
antique, classic, and special
interest automobile charity
shows in North America and
the only show that exhibits
both automobiles and classic
boats and yachts.

Tandy G. Lewis Jr., managing
director at Raymond James
& Associates in Shreveport,
Louisiana, has been named to
the Financial Times 400 Top
Financial Advisers. The list
recognizes top financial advisers at traditional broker-dealer
firms from across the United
States.

1970
Dorsey Smith has published a
children’s book, A Cat, A Fish,
and Isabel’s Wish, which is currently available for purchase
as a Kindle eBook. The book
is appropriate for children in
grades two through five, and
Dorsey says many adults seem
to enjoy it as well.

1973

1978
Graham Flower works for
Broadcom Limited, a Singaporean communications chip company in Silicon Valley, California. Graham recently evaluated

1982
Mason G. Alexander, managing partner of the Charlotte
office of the labor and employment law firm Fisher & Phillips,
has been selected for inclusion in the 2016 North Carolina Super Lawyers. Mason has
practiced labor and employment law for 25 years, in areas

including union campaigns,
sexual harassment, discrimination, wrongful discharge, union
avoidance, and policy reviews.
Nancy Parsons serves as
a staff chaplain at Texas
Health Presbyterian Hospital
of Dallas, after serving as a
part-time permanent pastor
at a church in the Houston
area. Nancy has worked as a
chaplain for nearly 20 years,
serving in hospitals and hospice work.

1987
Randall Lancaster has been
teaching English for 21 years
at Father Ryan High School
in Nashville, Tennessee, and
was named Bishop Alphonse
Smith Teacher of the Year for
2015. He previously taught
adult education at Father Ryan,
Christ the King School, and St.
Mary’s. David C. Smith was
recently named chief executive officer of United Way for
Greater Austin in Austin, Texas.
David has over 20 years of
executive nonprofit leadership
experience in Austin, including serving as the founder
and executive director of Hill
Country Ride for AIDS and as
founder and executive director of Mamma Jamma Ride
for Breast Cancer, making the
rides two of the largest charity
cycling events in the country.

1989
Brian Jackson married Roger
E. Moore on July 4, 2015, at
the home of Jon Meacham,
C’91, and his wife, Keith, in
Sewanee. Brian is an attorney
in Nashville, where he is a
partner at Butler Snow. Roger
is principal senior lecturer in
English and associate dean
of the College of Arts and Science at Vanderbilt University.
Margaret Moore, member at
Wiseman Ashworth Law Group,
has been named a fellow of
the Nashville Bar Foundation. Fellows are selected by

their colleagues in honor of
significant contributions to the
community. Margaret has more
than 20 years of legal experience and has represented
hospitals and medical centers
throughout Tennessee at the
trial court and appellate levels.

1991
Rebecca Crumrine Rieder, a
founding partner of Hedgepeth,
Heredia & Rieder in Atlanta,
has recently received multiple
legal recognitions. She was included in Georgia Trend’s 13th
Annual “Legal Elite” listing
in the area of family law and
in Atlanta magazine’s “Super
Lawyers” rankings of Georgia
attorneys. Rieder was also
recognized for the second year
in a row in Atlanta magazine’s
“Super Lawyers Top 100” and
for the fifth year in a row in
the “Super Lawyers Top 50
Women” rankings. She is one
of only 16 women on the Top
100 list. Rebecca practices in
all areas of family law, including divorce and separation.
She is currently the chair of
the Family Law Section of the
State Bar of Georgia.

1995
Gene Thomas Moss Jr. and
Meghan Morehart Moss
welcomed their first baby girl,
Adalyn Gene Moss, on April
15, 2016. Adalyn is sister to
their four-year-old son, Aidan
Thomas Moss, and one-yearold son, William Morehart
Moss. Geoffrey Smith, a
history teacher at St. Andrew’sSewanee School, received one
of six 2016 Outstanding Educators Awards from Humanities Tennessee. The awards
recognize teachers who have
demonstrated excellence in
teaching the humanities. He
also recently received the
2016 Belz-Lipman Holocaust
Educator Award sponsored by
the Tennessee Holocaust Commission. The award recognizes

Robert Scott, C’57, and his
wife, Dale, recently traveled to
Los Angeles, California, where
they enjoyed hiking at Will
Rogers State Historic Park and
visiting the Huntington Library
and Botanical Gardens.
Woody McLaughlin, C’69, recently received the Robert Sparks
Walker Lifetime Achievement Award from Tennessee Gov. Bill
Haslam at the 2016 Governor’s Environmental Stewardship Awards.

Tom Scarritt, C’79, recently received the 2016-17 Michael A.
Fogarty “In the Trenches” award
from the Hillsborough County
Bar Association.
Richard Dolbeer, C’67, recently won his age class (60+) in a 5K
race for Alzheimer’s research in Cleveland, Ohio, while his grandson,
Eli, won his age division (15-19).

Tandy G. Lewis Jr., C’80,
has been named to the Financial Times 400 Top Financial
Advisers.

Mason G. Alexander, C’82,
has been selected for inclusion
in the 2016 North Carolina
Super Lawyers.

Gene Thomas Moss Jr., C’95,
and Meghan Morehart Moss
welcomed their first baby girl,
Adalyn Gene Moss, on April 15,
2016.
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outstanding educators who
excel in the teaching of the
Holocaust.

1996

Peter Edwards and Katie
Murdock Edwards, both C’96,
welcomed their third daughter,
Hazel Virginia Edwards, on
March 29, 2016.

Thomas and Maggie Brown
Bradshaw, both C’02, welcomed their second son, George
Hollenquist, on May 29, 2015.
George’s older brother, Burn, is
now five.

Peter Edwards and Katie
Murdock Edwards welcomed
their third daughter, Hazel
Virginia Edwards, on March 29,
2016. Tom Powell recently
graduated from Harvard with a
Ph.D. in biology. He works as
a postdoc at Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory in Berkeley,
California. Tom and his wife,
Julie Powell, C’97, recently
moved to Alameda, California,
and enjoy seeing classmates
Laura Boles Faw, C’97, and
Richard Faw.

and five-year-old Andrew. Elizabeth works on the staff of a
preschool, and Nicholas is the
rector of the local Episcopal
church. Julie Powell works at
Achieve Academy in Oakland, California, as a reading
interventionist. Julie and her
husband, Tom, recently moved
to Alameda, California. Julie
recently caught up with classmate Ginny Keleher Lindsay in
Breckenridge, Colorado.

2002
Thomas and Maggie Brown
Bradshaw welcomed their second son, George Hollenquist,
on May 29, 2015. George’s
older brother, Burn, is now five.

1997

2003

Nicholas and Elizabeth Irwin
Beasley live in Greenwood,
South Carolina. They have two
sons, eight-year-old William

Mary Catherine Bain Endom
married David Endom on
Nov. 7, 2015, on St. Simons
Island, Georgia. Emily Och-

KEEP IN TOUCH!
Mary Catherine Bain Endom, C’03, married David Endom on Nov.
7, 2015, on St. Simons Island, Georgia. The couple is pictured here
with Sewanee alumni who were in attendance.

We know exciting things have happened since you left the
Mountain. Let us know about your new job, promotion,
marriage or family addition. Send news to:
classnotes@sewanee.edu or
Buck Butler
Office of Marketing & Communications
735 University Avenue
Sewanee, TN 37383-1000
Deadlines and policies Class notes deadlines fall about
10 weeks before the magazine is published. Sewanee
magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please
let us know about weddings, births, and degrees received
after they have happened.

Emily Ochsenschlager, C’03, traveled with National Public Radio’s
Steve Inskeep to Iran in February for a weeklong trip resulting in a
10-piece series.
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Alumni photograph policies We accept photos of
Sewanee groups at weddings and other special events. With
the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni
pictured; birth date, parents’ names, and class years with
photos of children; dates and locations of events pictured.
Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality;
color is preferred. Prints should be on glossy paper with no
surface texture. Prints will be returned at your request; write
your name and address on the back.
Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 300 pixels per
inch and 4 x 6 in. minimum dimension. Low-resolution
photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.

senschlager traveled with
National Public Radio’s Steve
Inskeep to Iran in February for
a weeklong trip resulting in a
10-piece series. The reporting focused on how Iranians
were feeling in the aftermath
of the nuclear deal. Highlights
of the trip included seeing the
inside of Iran’s parliament, a
visit to the poet Hafez’s tomb,
and talking with Iranians about
the country’s past and present
in the ancient Persian city of
Persepolis.

2005
Jacob Cail and Hannah Schremser Cail, C’06, welcomed a
son, John Robert Cail, in June
2016. Jake will receive a master’s degree in clinical health
services from the University of
Washington MEDEX physician
assistant program in August
2016. Michelle Tonelli’s
article “Flying in the Dark: How
a Legal Loophole Endangers
Critical Infrastructure,” was
published in the fall 2015
issue of the Journal of Air Law
and Commerce. The article
examines how unmanned
aircraft systems pose a threat
to critical infrastructure.

2006
Jim Beck recently became a
shareholder in the law firm of
Hill, Hill, Carter in Montgomery,
Alabama, where he focuses
on areas of labor and employment, construction, public
procurement, and general litigation. Tyler Blackwell is the
director of graduate enrollment
at the University of Chicago.
Tyler and his wife, Marcella
Scaduto, welcomed a daughter, Milena Laura Blackwell,
in December 2014. Hallie
Blunck matched into the family medicine residency program
at Maine Medical Center in
Portland, Maine, where she
starts residency training this
summer. Hannah Schremser
Cail and Jacob Cail, C’05,

Lauren Lively, C’06, married Matt Schmid on Aug. 22, 2015, in Fort Worth, Texas. Pictured: Liz Klingman DuFlo, C’08; Kaitlyn Stavish Muchmore, C’08; Anne Wise, C’06; Jeff Patenaude, C’06; Jill
Robinson, C’05; Carrie Barfield Donaldson, C’09; Caroline Smith, C’07; Sally Lewis, C’06; Amy
Sharp Patenaude, C’06; Meg Lemon Thomas, C’06; Melissa Glaser Shahbaz, C’06; Margaret Anne
Ryburn, C’06; Jay Kington, C’03; Dani Barker Kington, C’07; Lindsay Coshatt D’Agostino, C’06;
Lauren Lively Schmid; Matt Schmid; Nicole Manley Erwin, C’05; Brooke Barfield Fuller, C’06; Fallon
Gnann Hirsch, C’06.

Nigel Green, C’06, and
his wife, Becky, welcomed their first son,
Craig Foster Green, on
Oct. 9, 2015.

Virginia Adair Mathis,
C’06, and her husband, Taylor Mathis,
C’07, welcomed a
baby girl, Lee Adair
Mathis, on Feb. 26,
2015.

Jerre Maynor Jr. and
his wife, Caitlin McCollister, both C’06,
welcomed their first
child, Cora Zadie, in
May 2015.

Alexandra Booker, C’07,
and Breck Booker, C’08,
welcomed a son, Winston,
on Dec. 24, 2014.

Claire Ellen Odom, C’06, and William Thomas Campbell, C’07, were married in El Dorado, Arkansas,
on July 18, 2015. Sewanee friends in attendance included (left to right): Megan Harron, C’06; Emily
Foster, C’06; Holly Zafian, C’06; Henry Neale, C’07; Gunn Murphy, C’07; Stuart Bonner, C’07; Jemison Bartlett, C’07; Lauren Hall, C’06; Edmund Lord, C’06; Amy Goodman, C’06; and Josh Hall, C’06.
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Lauren Robertson Ridings, C’06, married Blake Ridings on June 27, 2015, in Corpus Christi, Texas.
Pictured here: Lauren Robertson and Blake Ridings; Sarah Baum, C’06; Claire Prechter, C’07; Lisa
Smith, C’06; Aleka Selig, C’06; Jake Dougher, C’08; Trey Moore, C’07; Gregg Robertson, C’78;
Leah Robertson, C’02; Caira Conner, C’06; Dina Asma, C’06; Hannah Ehrman, C’19; Amy Jackson,
C’09; Amy Ehrman, C’91; Web Barr, C’07; and Catherine Gee, C’07.

Amelia Emmert, C’07, and her husband, Justin, welcomed two girls,
Rose DeHart and Adelene Wiles, on June 12, 2015.

Kristen White Van Buren,
C’07, and her husband, James
Van Buren, welcomed a daughter, Evelyn Rose Van Buren, on
Nov. 25, 2015.

Macon York Costlow, C’07, married Luke Costlow in Hendersonville, North Carolina, on April 16, 2016,
with 21 Sewanee alumni in attendance. Back row, left to right: Sally Wilson Guthrie, C’07; Ashley
Logsdon, C’07; Lanier Norville Bauer, C’07; Katie Branch, C’07; unidentified; Anna Ransler, C’07;
Meg Stacy, C’07; Luke Costlow; Joseph Plaxco, C’07; Macon York Costlow; Liz Liston, C’07; Joyce
Butterworth McKinnon, C’07; Arch Durham, C’05; Campbell Frank, C’14; Kyle McKinnon, C’03;
Clair McCalla Ward, C’07; Cole York, C’14; Sally Burton Walton, C’78; Missy Walton York, C’78.
Front, kneeling: Sarah Ashey, C’07; Paul Ashey, C’09; Catharine Ogletree, C’07.
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welcomed a son, John Robert
Cail, in June 2016. Hannah
received a JD from the University of Montana School of Law
in May 2016 and is beginning
a clerkship with the Montana
Supreme Court in August. Nigel Green and his wife, Becky,
welcomed their first son, Craig
Foster Green, on Oct. 9, 2015.
Also in October, Nigel participated in a healthcare transaction in which Universal Health
Services purchased Foundations Recovery Network. He is
now vice president of sales for
the world’s largest behavioral
healthcare provider. Lauren
Lively married Matt Schmid on
Aug. 22, 2015, in Fort Worth,
Texas. Several alumnae participated in the wedding party,
including Lindsay Coshatt
D’Agostino, Brooke Barfield
Fuller, Sally Lewis, Caroline
Smith, C’07, Meg Thomas,
and Anne Wise. Virginia Adair
Mathis and husband Taylor
Mathis, C’07, welcomed a
baby girl, Lee Adair Mathis, on
Feb. 26, 2015. Jerre Maynor
Jr. is the director of student
readiness at the Tennessee
Department of Education. After
four years in Massachusetts,
he and his wife, Caitlin McCollister, moved back to their
hometown of Nashville. In May
2015, they welcomed their
first child, a daughter named
Cora Zadie. Claire Ellen Odom
and William Thomas Campbell, C’07, were married in
El Dorado, Arkansas, on July
18, 2015. The couple resides
in Alexandria, Virginia, where
Claire is an editor with ICF
International and William is a
junior at Virginia Theological
Seminary as a postulant in the
Diocese of West Texas. Lauren
Robertson Ridings married
Blake Ridings on June 27,
2015, in Corpus Christi, Texas.

2007
Alexandra Booker and Breck
Booker, C’08, welcomed a
son, Winston, on Dec. 24,

2014. Jessica Bradley married
Matthew Wiseman on May 21,
2016, in Memphis, Tennessee.
Patrick Byrne was recently
promoted to procurement
leader at Hargrove Engineers +
Constructors. He now oversees the procurement department and manages all procurement operations across the
company. Patrick has been
employed with the company
for over eight years. Hargrove
employs 1,200 teammates
across the Southeast and
provides engineering, procurement, construction management, and technical services
in the industrial, commercial,
and government sectors. Faith
Cade recently started a home
baking business called Fleur
de Lis Sweets and launched a
new website, www.fleurdelis
sweets.com. William Thomas
Campbell and Claire Ellen
Odom, C’06, were married in
El Dorado, Arkansas, on July
18, 2015. Macon York Costlow married Luke Costlow in
Hendersonville, North Carolina,
on April 16, 2016, with 21 Sewanee alumni in attendance.
Amelia Emmert and her
husband, Justin, welcomed two
girls to their family last summer. Rose DeHart and Adelene
Wiles were born on June
12, 2015. Martha Hinchey
pursued her graduate training
in pediatric-focused psychology
at the University of Kentucky.
She is currently completing her
postdoctoral fellowship at the
University of Florida in the Department of Clinical and Health
Psychology. Eleanor Fairey and
her husband, William Fairey,
welcomed their first child,
Elsie Taylor Fairey, on March 5,
2016. Eleanor has launched
a design business, Voigt Interiors, to spend more time with
Elsie while still practicing interior design. Taylor Mathis and
his wife, Virginia Adair Mathis,
C’06, welcomed a baby girl,
Lee Adair Mathis, on Feb. 26,
2015. Patrick Morrell is the
director of strategic partner-

ships at Skookum, a software
development company, and is
the founder of FitzGerald Morrell, a bespoke glove company.
He and his wife, Clay Riley
Morrell, welcomed Nina Kearns
Morrell to their family on Oct.
29, 2015. Kristen White
Van Buren and her husband,
James Van Buren, welcomed
a daughter, Evelyn Rose Van
Buren, on Nov. 25, 2015.

2008
Breck Booker and Alexandra
Booker, C’07, welcomed a
son, Winston, on Dec. 24,
2014. Alex Caffey graduated
with an MBA from the Haas
School of Business at the
University of California, Berkeley, in May. He is now working
in strategy consulting at the
Boston Consulting Group in
Washington, D.C. Katherine
Denman graduated in May
2015 with a master’s degree
in public policy from Georgia
State University’s Andrew
Young School and in October
joined the Atlanta Community
Food Bank as its individual
giving manager. Thomas Ewers married Sarah Barrish on
June 13, 2015 in Richmond,
Virginia, where they now live.
Thomas’s groomsmen were
Baker Berg, Charles Nelson
IV, Robbie McNaughton,
Michael Clayton, Allen Jamerson, C’09; Drew Mather, C’09;
and Rob Keith, C’07. Also in
attendance were Chris Purdy,
C’06; Sara Walker, C’05;
Marisa Norona, C’05; Parker
Graham, C’10; Alex Bell,
C’10; Tripp DuBose, C’10;
Will King, C’10; Leigh Ann
King, C’10; Catherine Purdy,
C’09; Matt Councill, C’09;
and Susan Hankins, C’79.
Grace Gao recently became a
registered court interpreter for
Chinese for the Administrative
Offices of the Court for the
State of Tennessee. Samantha
Fuqua Houston is finishing her
chief resident year in internal
medicine and has accepted a

Hank Krebs, C’17; Elizabeth Morrell, C’07; and Meredith Krebs,
C’20, celebrating Meredith’s graduation in May from St. Andrew’s
School in Middletown, Delaware.

Robert and Lindsey Sturges Smith, both
C’08, welcomed a son, Thomas Harrison
on Jan. 19, 2016. He was welcomed with
love by his five-year-old brother, Joshua,
and two-year-old sister, Lucy.

James Pryor, C’08,
and his wife, Dennika,
welcomed a baby girl,
Elin Clare Pryor, on Jan.
22, 2016.

Crockett Hale Rodriguez, C’08, has been busy with her children,
six-year-old Richard, five-year-old Eleanor, three-year-old Hale, and
baby Jack, who was born on Jan. 6, 2015.
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Emily Randolph Siniard, C’09, married Thomas Barton Siniard in
Huntsville, Alabama, on Aug. 22, 2015. Bridesmaids included Emma
Mittelstadt McKinstry, C’09; Leigh Ruffin Adams, C’09; Hanna
Sheesley Rochelle, C’09; and Catherine McKinney Adams, C’09.

Elizabeth Austin Wanczak,
C’09, and her husband, Paul
Wanczak, welcomed a daughter,
Clara Lowe Wanczak, on Oct.
28, 2015.

Bentley Cook, C’11, (right) set
the Tennessee state record for
his age group in the “beer mile,”
drinking four beers and running
a mile in eight minutes, 48
seconds.

position at Baptist Memorial
Hospital in Oxford, Mississippi,
starting this summer. Jordan
Macha moved to Austin last
fall to open the Texas office
for the Gulf Restoration Network and started a graduate
program to obtain a master’s
degree in public administration. James Pryor and his wife,
Dennika, welcomed a baby girl,
Elin Clare Pryor, on Jan. 22,
2016. Crockett Hale Rodriguez has been busy with her
children, six-year-old Richard,
five-year-old Eleanor, threeyear-old Hale, and baby Jack,
who was born on Jan. 6, 2015.
Robert and Lindsey Sturges Smith, welcomed a son,
Thomas Harrison, on Jan. 19,
2016. He was welcomed with
love by his five-year-old brother,
Joshua, and two-year-old sister,
Lucy.

2009
Emily Randolph Siniard married Thomas Barton Siniard in
Huntsville, Alabama, on Aug.
22, 2015. Elizabeth Austin
Wanczak and her husband,
Paul Wanczak, welcomed a
daughter, Clara Lowe Wanczak,
on Oct. 28, 2015.

2010

Kayce Mobley, C’10, earned a Ph.D. in political science from the
University of Georgia in 2015. At her graduation, Kayce is pictured
with Hailey Robison, C’10, (left) and Jessica Hines, C’10 (right).

Margaret Day, C’12, ran into Sewanee Professor of Classical
Languages Chris McDonough at the annual meeting of the Classical
Association of the Middle West and South in Williamsburg, Virginia.
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Maggie Compton is entering
her fourth year of medical
school at the University of
Alabama, Birmingham. Lizzie
Corey is working toward a
master’s degree in education
in school counseling at the
University of New Orleans and
working as assistant to the
head of school at Metairie
Park Country Day School. Andrew Cotten is an eighth grade
advanced English teacher at
Mountain Brook Junior High
in Birmingham, Alabama, and
he was named Teacher of the
Year for secondary schools in
Mountain Brook. Claire DeBow
Cotten is assistant director
for development and communications at Sawyerwood

Day Camp. Cliff Cowan and
Cate Vierling were married in
August 2015. Cliff is a senior
program coordinator for St.
Gerard House in Hendersonville, North Carolina, helping
oversee and design curriculum
for individuals with autism
using the principles of applied
behavior analysis. He is currently in a master’s degree
program for applied behavior
analysis through the Florida
Institute of Technology. Kelly
Fisk Hamlin recently founded
Wolf Gap Education Outreach,
where she serves as executive
director and principal educator.
Wolf Gap Education Outreach
makes history education
accessible and affordable to
public and home-schooled students in the Tennessee Valley.
Kelly is pursuing a master’s
degree in public history at the
University of Alabama, Huntsville. Brient Hobbs recently
finished his second year of law
school at Georgia State University. In May 2015, he married
Stephanie Hobbs in Chattanooga, Tennessee, with friends
and family, including Ben
Scott, C’09; Clayton Harrison,
and Mitchell Moorer joining in
the celebration. While attending law school, Brient works as
a full-time educator, teaching
mathematics at Haralson
County High School in Tallapoosa, Georgia. Danielle Llan
de Rosos recently graduated
from Oklahoma State University with a degree in veterinary
medicine. She is now in the
Denver area starting a rotating
internship in small animal
medicine and surgery. Kayce
Mobley earned a Ph.D. in
political science from the University of Georgia in 2015 and
served as a visiting assistant
professor at Wabash College
in Crawfordsville, Indiana,
during the 2015-16 academic
year. She will be an assistant
professor at Pittsburg State
University in Pittsburg, Kansas,
starting in fall 2016. Kayce’s
most recent publication, “Hid-

ing Death: Contextualizing the
Dover Ban,” is forthcoming in
the Journal of Military Ethics.
Logan Ray is the assistant
executive director of the
Louisiana Golf Association.
Betsy Williamson recently
graduated from nursing school.
She is currently working at the
Heritage at Lowman Home in
White Rock, South Carolina.

2011
Ethan Bucholz graduated from
North Carolina State University with a master’s degree in
forestry and recently moved
to Flagstaff, Arizona, to begin
work toward a Ph.D. in forestry.
Bentley Cook set the Tennessee state record for his
age group in the “beer mile,”
drinking four beers and running a mile in eight minutes,
48 seconds during the Chatt
Brew Beer Run on Feb. 23
in Chattanooga. Mary Griffin
Fry is pursuing a doctorate of
physical therapy at Emory University. Katelin Hawkins married Drake Schutt, C’13, on
May 1, 2016, in her hometown
of Pulaski, Virginia. The couple
lives in Pelham, Tennessee,
where they own a mushroom
farm called Fiery Fungi. They
grow and sell about 500
pounds of shiitake and oyster
mushrooms a week. They have
been featured in Nashville
Lifestyles Magazine and the
Tennesseean. Katharine Izard
is a student of Second City
in Chicago, where she writes
and performs comedy. Nathan
Shults recently moved to Dallas, Texas, to accept a job with
the Fine and Decorative Art Department of Heritage Auctions
as cataloger and marketing
assistant, specializing in fine
silver and furniture.

2012
Shelby Bartlett is dean of
the senior class at the Pingry
School in Basking Ridge, New
Jersey. She is working toward

a master’s degree in private
school leadership at the Klingenstein Center at Columbia
University’s Teachers College.
Ross Berry is the executive
director of the New Hampshire
Republican State Committee.
He worked for the Republican National Committee in
the 2012 and 2014 election
cycles as New England data
director. Jourdan Cooney
recently finished her second
year in medical school at the
University of South Florida in
Tampa and expects to graduate in 2018. She received her
master’s degree in medical
sciences from USF in August
2013. She also completed her
first half-marathon in February
2016. Kabler Colhoun Meyer
married Mark Meyer on Aug.
9, 2014. She recently graduated from physical therapy
school. Margaret Day presented a paper entitled ”Kristeva’s
Ménage(rie): Bestial Women in
Semonides 7” at the annual
meeting of the Classical Association of the Middle West
and South in Williamsburg,
Virginia, in March 2016. She
is currently a doctoral student
in the Department of Classics
at The Ohio State University.
Jaime de la Fuente recently
graduated from Vanderbilt
University School of Medicine
and moved to Rochester, Minnesota, to start an internal
medicine residency at the
Mayo Clinic. Sarah Dickey
works as an account coordinator in digital media buying and
planning at Centro in Washington, D.C. Loretta Modica
married Zach Parker, C’14, at
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in
Johnson City, Tennessee, on
April 16, 2016. Rhett Reeves
married Rob Bentley on April
2, 2016. Rhett is the director
of programs for the Southern
Lit Alliance. The couple lives in
North Chattanooga, where they
spend their free time hiking,
cooking, and traveling. Victoria
Salekin recently received a
master’s degree in industrial

Loretta Modica, C’12, married Zach Parker, C’14, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Johnson City, Tennessee, on April 16, 2016.
Standing, left to right: Rutledge Schock, C’16; McLain Still, C’11;
Basil Wilson, C’10; David Combs, C’11; Catie Gwaltney Babcock, C’11; Andrew Patty, C’12; Caleb Walker, C’13; Loretta
Modica Parker; Zach Parker; Neal Johnson, C’14; Ben Shehan;
Jourdan Cooney, C’12; Catherine Evans, C’13; Alexander Parker,
C’17; Justin Miller, C’14; Trevor Mia, C’13; Lydia Day, C’13;
Sarah Brown, C’14; Revel Lannom, C’15; Ben Buster, C’17;
Carter Stough, C’13; Margaret Weaver, C’14; Sarah Pinson,
C’11; Marshall Williams, C’11; Jessica Keefe, C’14; Chris
Daniell, C’14; Geoff Strickland, C’15; Caroline Gwaltney, C’15;
Bryan Waffa, C’14; Katherine Telford, C’15; David Spears, C’15;
Brandon Miller, C’15. Seated, left to right: Hayden Reece, C’17;
Max Hawes, C’17; Britta Carlson, C’15.

Rhett Reeves, C’12, married Rob Bentley on April 2, 2016. Back
row: Hagi Bradley, Sarah Haroldson, C’13; Cortney Booth, C’12;
Lizzie Myers, C’12; Kabler Colhoun Meyer, C’12; Katherine
Hanks McAlister, C’12; Jess Goodman, C’12; Lauren Gulley,
C’11; Rob McAlister, C’12; Middle: Grace Greenwell Wellkamp,
C’12; Isla Hamilton, C’12; Esther Na, C’12; Joyce Kuik, C’12;
Alston Reeves Williamson, C’03; Becca Rust, C’12; Natalie
Rothwell, C’12. Front: Rhett Reeves Bentley and Rob Bentley.

Rachel Ann Dunn-Rankin, C’13, married Atticus Lee Frank, C’14, on
July 11, 2015, in Sewanee’s All Saints’ Chapel. The bridal party included Jake Fojtik, C’14; Sarah Dunn-Rankin, C’10; Avery Lovelady,
C’13; Andrew Duddlesten, C’14; Mary Margaret Winn, C’13; Lee
Schurlknight, C’14; Ashley Block, C’13; and Paul Medling, C’14.
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Matt Cappleman, C’14, and his wife, Amanda, welcomed a son on
May 17, 2015.
math at Michigan State University and moved to Detroit,
where she works as a statistical and mathematical modeling and analytics associate for
Urban Science. She works on
automotive dealership network
optimization, including marketing research and sales forecasting, as well as healthcare
analytics related to telemedicine. George Shea is a business development manager
for Pharos Marine Automatic
Power. Recently assigned to
develop major accounts and
generate new business in the
Middle East, George moved to
London in April 2016. Isabel
Vandeventer is assistant artist
manager at Hatchery 17, a talent management company in
Denver, Colorado.

2013
Brett Bouldin works as a stowage flight controller at NASA’s
Payload Operations Integration
Center at the Marshall Space
Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama. He assists astronauts
on-board the International
Space Station in locating and
monitoring hardware, tools,
and materials used to perform
real-time science experiments
and operations. Shennandoah Britten works for Hino
Motors Manufacturing doing
translation and interpretation.
Anthony Caskey is a medic
with the U.S. Army Special
Forces, also known as the
Green Berets. He married
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Beckett Scott, C’14, on March
15, 2014. Anthony is currently
in the middle of the three-year
training pipeline required for
all Special Forces medics.
Kathleen Catherall is the corporate marketing coordinator
at Advanced Disposal corporate headquarters in Ponte
Vedra, Florida. Rachel Ann
Dunn-Rankin married Atticus
Lee Frank, C’14, on July 11,
2015, in Sewanee’s All Saints’
Chapel, with a reception at the
Sewanee Inn. Vincent Leray is
a policy intern at U.S. Climate
Plan in Washington, D.C. He is
also working toward a master’s
degree in biology from American University.

2014
Matt Cappleman and his wife,
Amanda, welcomed a son on
May 17, 2015. They live in
Winter Garden, Florida, where
Matt is a mobile application
developer for FanHero. Atticus
Lee Frank married Rachel Ann
Dunn-Rankin, C’13, on July
11, 2015, in Sewanee’s All
Saints Chapel, with a reception
at the Sewanee Inn. Melanie
Lang is attending the University of Maine School of Law in
Portland, Maine, specializing
in international law. She is the
president of the International
Law Society and serves as
executive editor of the Ocean
and Coastal Law Journal.
Jane Millar is working on the
archaeological site of Morgantina, Sicily, this summer and

will begin study in the Ph.D.
program in classics at the
University of Texas in Austin
in the fall. Zach Parker married Loretta Modica, C’12, at
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in
Johnson City, Tennessee, on
April 16, 2016. Ariana Rupp
recently graduated with a master’s degree in biology from
Southeastern Louisiana University. Parker Stoker is spending
the summer in Vail, Colorado,
as a copywriter for Axel’s Ltd.
He is a graduate student and
teaching assistant in English
at George Washington University in Washington, D.C.

2015
John Black is a volunteer
English teacher at Guizhou
Forerunner College in Guizhou
Province, China. GFC is a nonprofit vocational college that
offers low tuition for students.
John also teaches a nature
and environmental education
class as well as a drum class.
Nate Foster is working as a
clinical research fellow at the
University of Maryland School
of Medicine in the Division of
Cardiac Surgery. He recently
published research on undersized annuloplasty for functional tricuspid valve regurgitation
in the Annals of Thoracic Surgery and presented a film he
produced on the topic at the
Society of Thoracic Surgeons
Annual Meeting in January
2016. Sydney Philpott is a
public health research coordinator at the Institute for Public
Health at Washington University Medical School in St.
Louis, Missouri. This fall, she
will start work toward a master’s degree in public health at
Washington University’s Brown
School of Social Work. Austin
Zoutewelle is a special events
coordinator for Habitat for
Humanity Texas and will begin
graduate study at the University of Texas School of Social
Work in the fall.

In Memoriam

Obituaries are published for alumni
of the College of Arts and Sciences
and select friends of the University.
Sewanee magazine’s policy is
to publish the names of surviving
spouses. Due to space limitations,
other survivors may not be listed.
Rutherford “Ruddy” Cravens
II, C’39, of Houston, Texas,
died on Nov. 25, 2015. He
attended the Sewanee Military
Academy and the University
of the South, where he was
president of Kappa Alpha
Order. During World War II, he
volunteered and served as
a first lieutenant in the 10th
Army Mountain Division in
Italy. He was the co-founder of
Cravens and Warren Insurance Company and remained
president until his retirement.
He served as president of the
Forest Club and was one of the
founders and a vice president
of the Houston Racquet Club.
He was a founding member of
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
and served on the vestry for
many years. He is survived by
his wife, Anne, four children,
including Rutherford Cravens
III, C’69; Anne Bartley, C’71;
Ben Cravens, C’78, and eight
grandchildren.
Lenoir Valentine Lee Jr., C’40,
of Bush, Louisiana, died on
Jan. 3, 2015. At Sewanee, he
was a member of Phi Delta
Theta. He is survived by his
wife, Louise, three stepchildren, six grandchildren, and 10
great-grandchildren.
The Rev. Canon Domenic Ciannella, C’43, T’45, of Media,
Pennsylvania, died on Dec. 11,
2015. He was a graduate
of Sewanee, where he received both his bachelor and
seminary degrees. He was a
member of Alpha Tau Omega.
He was ordained an Episcopal
priest in 1945. Canon Ciannel-
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la was the most senior priest
of the Diocese of Long Island
and had served as rector of St.
Paul’s in Patchogue, New York,
and Holy Trinity in Hicksville,
New York. While in Hicksville,
he was an exchange priest at
St. Michael’s Church, Golden
Grove, South Wales. He was
also a faculty member at the
George Mercer School of Theology in Garden City, New York.
He is survived by five children,
including Domenic Ciannella,
C’68, seven grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren.
Guerney H. Cole, C’43, of
Naples, Florida, died on Nov.
25, 2015. At Sewanee, he
was a member of Delta Tau
Delta. He served overseas as
a sergeant in the U.S. Army.
After his discharge in 1945, he
joined Armco, from which he
retired in 1982 as the director
of human resources. He was
a founder of the America Compensation Association. During
his administration, Armco was
the first in the steel industry to
provide a number of employee
benefit programs that later
became industry standards.
He was active in community
affairs throughout his career:
He conducted training sessions for the American Legion
and the Boy Scouts. He served
on an early committee that led
to starting Miami University in
Middletown, Ohio. He chaired
committees on pay practices
for Middletown Schools, the
Middletown Library, and Civic
Association. He was a past
president of the YMCA, vice
president of Blue Cross and
Blue Shield, and a member of
the First Presbyterian Church
of Middletown, serving as
deacon and as president of
the board of trustees. He is
survived by three children and
one grandchild.
The Very Rev. Robert B.
Greene, C’46, of Houston,
Texas, died on Nov. 17, 2015.
At Sewanee, he was a member

of Sigma Nu. He received a
master of divinity degree from
the Protestant Episcopal Theological Seminary in Alexandria,
Virginia, in 1949. He served
as the first vicar of the Church
of the Intercession in Liberty
until 1951. First as vicar and
later as rector of the parish of
St. Stephen’s, he also served
as priest to Trinity Episcopal
Church in Anahuac, Texas. He
served for three years in Liberty before moving to Tarboro,
North Carolina, to serve at
Calvary Episcopal Church. He
applied to the National Episcopal Church Executive Council
of New York as a missionary
priest and in 1955 was assigned to Alaska. For six years
he served the village of Toke,
Alaska, south of Fairbanks. In
1962, he relocated to the Ute
Indian reservation in White
Rocks, Utah, where he served
the Native American population for three years. He then
served the Sisseton Wahpeton
Sioux on their reservation in
South Dakota for three years,
where he worked with the chief
solving reservation disputes.
He ultimately returned to
Texas to serve the Diocese of
West Texas at the Episcopal
Church of Annunciation in
Luling. It was during this time
that he worked tirelessly to
bring the Magna Carta to the
United States for the first U.S.
tour and started a quarterly
publication for small churches
entitled Grassroots.
John Hopkins Hall, C’46, of
Dallas, Texas, died on Feb. 2,
2016. At Sewanee, he was
a member of Kappa Sigma.
During World War II, he served
in the U.S. Army in the Pacific
theater with the 112th Calvary
Regimental Combat Team. A
short time before the Japanese surrender, he was one of
those selected from combat
units to guard Gen. Douglas
MacArthur. He practiced civil
trial law for 44 years and tried
many lawsuits throughout the

state of Texas in state and
federal courts. At the time of
his retirement in 1993, he was
senior partner at Strasburger
& Price, where he practiced for
39 years. He is survived by his
wife, Marion, two children, and
eight grandchildren.
John Clement Marshall, C’47,
of Memphis, Tennessee, died
on Dec. 4, 2015. In 1943, he
joined the U.S. Navy Officer
Procurement Program and was
assigned to Sewanee. Upon
completing the program, he
transferred to the Midshipmen’s School at the University of Notre Dame, where he
received his commission as an
ensign. He served on several
naval installations in the eastern United States, including
as a gunnery officer aboard
the heavy cruiser USS Oregon
City. After completing his naval
service, Marshall returned
to Sewanee. At Sewanee, he
was a member of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon. After graduation, he
pursued two years of postgraduate study at the University of
Michigan and then returned to
Memphis to start his business
career. He joined McDonald
Brothers Company, a major
wholesale appliance distributor, in a sales role. He received
numerous national sales
awards from the company’s
leading supplier, Whirlpool Corporation. In 1985, he retired
as vice president of sales.
Marshall was a member of the
Church of the Holy Communion
for over 50 years where he
served on the vestry and sang
in the choir. He was a former
director of the University Club
of Memphis. He is survived by
three sons and four grandchildren.
Samuel O. Antony Sr., C’49, of
Alexandria, Louisiana, died on
Aug. 21, 2015. At Sewanee,
he was a member of Kappa
Alpha Order. He was a 1955
graduate of LSU School of
Medicine, New Orleans. He

was a member of the American
Medical Association and the
American Society of Anesthesiologists. He was associated
with Alexandria Anesthesiology
Services, the first group of anesthesiologists in Alexandria.
His medical career of 40 years
included service at St. Francis
Cabrini Hospital and Rapides
Regional Medical Center. He
is survived by six children, 17
grandchildren, and three greatgrandchildren.
Julius P. Barclay, C’49, of
Charlottesville, Virginia, died
on Dec. 7, 2015. He was
honorably discharged as a second lieutenant from the U.S.
Army, where he served during
World War II. At Sewanee, he
was a member of Phi Gamma
Delta. After graduating from
Sewanee, he earned a master’s degree in library science
from Columbia University and
a master’s degree in history
from the University of Virginia.
He was the librarian for the
Mount Vernon Ladies Association and subsequently directed
the Special Collections division
at Stanford University. He
retired from the University of
Virginia after many years as
the curator of the Rare Books
and Manuscripts Department. Barclay was devoted
to volunteerism and philanthropy, actively supporting the
Albemarle County Historical
Society, the Library Associates,
Meals on Wheels, the Salvation Army, and other charities.
He is survived by his wife,
Ruth, three children, including
Polly Barclay Alves, C’82, and
her husband, the Rev. Robert
Mark Alves, C’81, and two
grandchildren, including Mary
Kathryn Alves, C’13.
George R. Mende, C’49, of
Atlanta, Georgia, died on Nov.
19, 2015. He joined the Navy
in 1944, serving two years. He
briefly attended Georgia Tech
before coming to Sewanee. At
Sewanee, he was a member of
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Kappa Alpha Order. He earned
a master’s degree in business
administration from Harvard
Business School in 1951. He
worked for Holland America
Line, Lockheed Corporation,
Clark College, First National
Bank of Atlanta, and, for a
brief period of time, Kidder,
Peabody & Company. He
retired as senior vice president of Wachovia and was well
known in financial circles as a
highly skilled bond trader, trust
officer, and fund manager. He
actively supported the Nature
Conservancy and Sewanee
and was a lifelong member
of the Episcopal Church. He
is survived by his life partner,
Elliott Mackle.
Edward Leon Smith, C’49,
of Greenville, South Carolina,
died on Oct. 27, 2015. At
Sewanee, he was a member
of Kappa Alpha Order. He
earned a master’s degree in
psychology from the University
of South Carolina. He served
in the U.S. Army during World
War II. He is survived by the
mother of his children, Edith
Bryant Smith, two children,
four grandchildren, and six
great-grandchildren.
William Warren Belser Jr.,
C’50, of Montgomery, Alabama, died on Nov. 28, 2015.
At Sewanee, he was a member
of Phi Delta Theta. During
World War II, he served in the
U.S. Army. He worked for the
Standard-Vacuum Oil Company,
the Asian subsidiary of the
present Exxon Mobil Corporation. His work in Asia took
him to Singapore, Malaysia,
Thailand, Laos, India, and Sri
Lanka. Upon returning to the
United States, he worked for
Sterne, Agee, and Leach in
Birmingham until his death. He
was a staunch Episcopalian,
serving in various capacities
at the Cathedral Church of
the Advent and at Sewanee.
He is survived by his wife,
Maud; one son, William War42 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • SUMMER 2016

ren Belser III, C’84; and two
granddaughters.
Egbert Malone “Bert” Jones,
C’50, of Heber Springs, Arkansas, died on Oct. 10, 2015. At
Sewanee, he was a member
of Alpha Tau Omega. He was a
retired electrical engineer and
held an advanced degree from
the University of Cincinnati,
Ohio. He is survived by his
wife, Virginia.
Arthur Raymond Hall Jr., C’51,
of Hixson, Tennessee, died on
Dec. 2, 2015. During his time
at Sewanee, he was a member
of Alpha Tau Omega. He graduated from Sewanee Military
Academy and the University of
the South. He was employed
by Provident Life and Accident
for 41 years in its group department, retiring in 1991. He
is survived by his wife, Sarah,
two children, five grandchildren, and one great-grandson.
George C. Nichopoulos, C’51,
of Memphis, Tennessee, died
on Feb. 24, 2016. At Sewanee,
he was a member of Alpha Tau
Omega. He served in the U.S.
Army and was a member of
Annunciation Greek Orthodox
Church in Memphis. He is survived by his wife, Edna, three
children, four grandchildren,
and nine great-grandchildren.
Edward Gage Nelson, C’52,
of Nashville, Tennessee, died
on April 5, 2016. At Sewanee,
he was a member of Phi Delta
Theta. After graduation, he
joined the military, where he
was accepted to work in counterintelligence. After a brief immersion in Japanese language,
history, culture, and intelligence
activities, he was sent to his
first post in Yamaguchi. Soon
thereafter, he was designated
special agent for the island of
Shikoku. This experience built
the foundation for his continuing involvement in U.S.-Japan
relations. He returned home
in 1955 to work at Nashville

investment firm Clark, Landstreet & Kirkpatrick. In 1964,
he joined Commerce Union
Bank, working his way to the
CEO post and spurring such
innovations as the establishment of the bank’s international department. He resigned
from Commerce Union to
launch merchant banking firm
Nelson Capital Corp. in 1985.
During the firm’s first month,
he was invited to become
an adviser for the Industrial
Bank of Japan. In 1991, the
Japanese Foreign Ministry
asked him to become honorary consul general from Japan
to the United States. One of
his greatest achievements in
this role was to relocate the
Japanese consulate from New
Orleans to Nashville, which
was an eight-year effort. That
summer, the Emperor of Japan
awarded Edward the country’s
highest honor for non-Japanese: The decoration of the
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold
Rays, with Rosette. He also
played a pivotal role in shaping
Middle Tennessee’s economic
landscape through his business ties with Japan. He was
a leading figure in the effort to
bring a Nissan auto plant to
Smyrna in the early 1980s. He
served on 25 corporate boards
during his career. He joined
the Vanderbilt Board of Trust
in 1981 and served 22 years
as chairman of the university’s
Medical Center Board. He is
survived by his wife, Carole,
three daughters, including
Carole Nelson Kirkland, C’83,
and three grandchildren.

David W. Gray Jr., C’53, of
Louisville, Kentucky, died on
Dec. 26, 2015. He attended
Sewanee and graduated from
the University of Kentucky
and University of Louisville
Brandeis School of Law. At
Sewanee, he was a member of
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. He was
a retired attorney, having been
a member of the law firms of
Fahey and Gray, and Rubin,
Hays and Foley. He was a U.S.
Army veteran, a devoted member of St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, and a former member
of its choir and vestry. He is
survived by wife, Susan, two
sons, and grandchildren.

Leland Templeton Powell,
C’52, of Charlotte, North Carolina, died on Nov. 4, 2015. He
earned a master’s degree at
Vanderbilt University in 1956.
He was a decorated Korean
War veteran, honored with the
Bronze Star. He had a 35-year
career at Lockheed Martin
in Winter Park, Florida. He is
survived by his wife, Carleen,
two children, and two granddaughters.

James Vernon “Jim” Kidd Jr.,
C’54, of Homewood, Alabama, died on Jan. 18, 2016.
He attended Sewanee and
graduated from the University
of Alabama. He served as a
lieutenant in the U.S. Army.
He later moved to Geneva,
Switzerland, where he worked
as an investment banker for
Merrill Lynch. He returned to
Birmingham in 1990. He is

Stanleigh E. Jenkins Jr., C’54,
of Ahoskie, North Carolina,
died on Jan. 4, 2016. At Sewanee, he was a member of Alpha Tau Omega. He served in
the U.S. Air Force from 1954
to 1961. He served as a pilot
in the National Guard while attending medical school at the
University of North Carolina.
He began his medical practice
in Aulander, North Carolina. He
also served as chief of staff at
Roanoke Chowan Hospital during that time. He served as a
family practitioner throughout
much of northeastern North
Carolina, including Gates County and Rocky Mount, finishing
his career in Murfreesboro,
North Carolina. He volunteered
at the Ahoskie Food Pantry and
Vidant Hospital and was very
active at St. Thomas Episcopal
Church. He is survived by his
wife, Tomma, three daughters,
and four grandchildren.

survived by his wife, Caroline,
two children, one stepdaughter,
one grandson, and two stepgrandchildren.
Albert W. Metcalfe, C’54, of
Natchez, Mississippi, died on
March 15, 2016. He served
in the U.S. Army and was
stationed in Greenland. He followed in his father’s footsteps
and ran Jordan Auto Company.
He served the First Presbyterian Church, his home church,
for 83 years. He worked in
his community and served in
leadership roles with Britton
& Koontz First National Bank,
the Salvation Army, the Red
Cross, and Trinity Episcopal
Day School. He was also a
member of the Natchez Rotary
Club. He is survived by his
wife, Gay, three children, and
six grandchildren.
Sidney S. Fleming III, C’55,
of Savannah, Georgia, died on
March 7, 2016. He attended
Sewanee and the University
of Georgia, graduating with
a degree in accounting. He
served in the U.S. Army Signal
Corps in Europe before becoming a certified public accountant and working in Savannah
and Augusta. In Augusta, he
was an active volunteer in
the Boy Scouts, receiving its
highest award for volunteering. He attended St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, where he
was a member of the choir. He
volunteered with the YMCA and
coached youth soccer. He is
survived by his wife, Linda, six
children, and 10 grandchildren.
Richard R. Garrison, C’55, of
Strafford, Missouri, died on
Feb. 4, 2016. He attended
Sewanee Military Academy and
the University of the South. At
Sewanee, he was a member of
Delta Tau Delta. He joined the
U.S. Army in 1955 and served
three years active duty. Upon
returning, he attended Drury
University and graduated from
Missouri State University with

a degree in agriculture. He
retired in 2000 after 38 years
of service with the Springfield/
Greene County Health Department. He was a lifelong
member of Christ Episcopal
Church. He is survived by his
wife, Janice, two children, four
grandchildren, and one greatgrandson.
John Jay Hooker Jr., C’55, of
Nashville, Tennessee, died
on Jan. 24, 2016. He was
a longtime lawyer, politician,
entrepreneur, social justice advocate, and proud resident of
Nashville. At Sewanee, he was
a member of Phi Delta Theta.
After finishing at Sewanee, he
served two years in the U.S.
Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps as an investigator,
and then attended Vanderbilt
University Law School. He
and his father practiced law
together before he and his
brother started their own firm
of Hooker, Hooker and Willis.
In January 1961, immediately
upon the swearing in of Robert
F. Kennedy as attorney general
of the United States, Hooker
was named special assistant to the attorney general,
working on various projects
for him. In 1970, he won the
Democratic nomination for
governor of Tennessee but
lost in the general election.
He served as chairman of
STP Corporation from 1973 to
1976. In 1976, he entered the
Democratic primary for a U.S.
Senate seat but was defeated.
In 1979, his investment group
purchased the Nashville Banner and he became publisher
of the newspaper. He sold
his portion of the Banner in
1982 and became chairman
for a period of United Press
International. He was friends
with many prominent people,
including boxer Muhammad
Ali and H. Ross Perot. Influenced by his dear friend John
Seigenthaler, together the two
took important risks to bring
awareness to the struggles of

those denied their civil rights.
He gave his last energy to the
cause of a human being’s right
to suffer less at life’s end. He
is survived by four children and
four grandchildren.
Lee White Lance Jr., C’55,
of Houston, Texas, died on
Nov. 15, 2015. At Sewanee,
he was a member of Sigma
Alpha Epsilon. After college, he
began a lifelong career in the
insurance industry, starting as
a managing general agent in
Nashville and later in Memphis
before opening his own firm
of Lee Lance & Company in
Houston. He is survived by
his wife, Carol, four children,
nine grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren.
George Marquis Pope, C’55,
of Georgetown, Texas, died
on March 13, 2016. At
Sewanee, he was a member
of Sigma Nu. He served as a
radar and radio technician in
the U.S. Navy. After graduating from Sewanee, Bowater
Incorporated hired him, and
he worked for the company for
38 years in Jamestown and
Rockingham, North Carolina,
and Fort Mill, South Carolina.
He retired in 1994. He was a
member of the Rotary Club,
including years during which
he was president of the local
chapter. He was an ordained
elder for the First Presbyterian
Church of Rockingham, and
a volunteer with United Way,
Unity Presbyterian Church, and
in the Fort Mill High School
Marching Band Booster Club.
He is survived by his wife,
Mary, two daughters, including
Virginia “Gigi” Marquis Pope
Batt, C’88, and three grandchildren.
Clarke Jones, C’56, of Colleyville, Texas, died on Nov. 7,
2015. He attended Sewanee
and the University of Florida,
and graduated from the
University of Tennessee with a
bachelor’s degree in 1960 and

a master’s degree in geology
in 1962. He later served on
the University of Tennessee
Geological Sciences Board of
Advisors. He enlisted in the
U.S. Air Force in 1954 and was
a B-47 pilot in the Strategic Air
Command at Forbes Air Force
Base, Kansas. His service
during the Cold War was featured in a book, Jet Age Man,
written by Col. Earl J. McGill,
his aircraft commander. He
was employed as a geologist
by the Virginia Division of Geology and Mineral Resources,
by Hardy Sand in Camden,
Tennessee, and by the United
States Geological Survey in
Nashville. He later joined
American Airlines as a pilot in
1966 and retired as a captain
in 1994. On Nov. 7, 1973, he
was awarded an AA Captain’s
Chair for saving the lives of
seven people. He is survived
by his wife, Pat, two daughters,
four grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild.
Floyd G. Moore Jr., C’56, of
Winchester, Tennessee, died
on Feb. 26, 2016. He attended
Sewanee before later graduating from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He worked
at the Arnold Engineering Development Center in the early
days of the space program and
continued working in the Mark
I facility until his retirement in
1995. He was a lifelong member of the Winchester Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
where he served on many sessions, building programs, and
was integral to the growth of
the church. He is survived by
his wife, Gracie, three children,
and six grandchildren.
The Rev. Dr. Alfred H. Smith,
C’56, of Ventura, California,
died on Dec. 26, 2015. At
Sewanee, he was a member of
Beta Theta Pi. After graduating from the Church Divinity
School in Berkeley, California,
he left for Alaska to work as
a missionary in Stephen’s
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Village. He was ordained to
the priesthood in 1960 by the
Episcopal bishop of Alaska.
He continued his ministry in
Stephen’s Village and Beaver.
In 1966, he and his family
moved to Apple Valley, California, where he ministered at
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
and to the pilots and their
families from George Air Force
Base during the Vietnam War.
In 1970, he accepted a call
to St. Columba’s Episcopal
Church in Camarillo, California,
where he served for nearly
30 years. He sat on many
committees for the Diocese
of Los Angeles, including the
Commission on Ministry. In
1988, he received his doctor of ministry degree from
Virginia Theological Seminary.
In the mid-1990s, he became
the dean of Santa Barbara
Convocation and in 1996
became an honorary canon
of the Cathedral Center of St.
Paul. He is survived by his
wife, Stephanie, two children,
and five grandchildren.
The Rev. Joseph Sanderson,
C’59, of Guntersville, Alabama,
died on Nov. 9, 2015. He was
ordained to the Episcopal
priesthood in 1963. He was a
rector of Trinity in Wetumpka,
and St. Luke’s in Jacksonville,
before becoming rector of
Epiphany in Guntersville, where
he served for 16 years. After
retirement, he served as priest
in charge at St. Barnabas,
Hartselle. He was especially
involved in the healing ministry
of those suffering from addiction and served on the Diocesan Recovery Commission for
many years. He is survived by
his wife, Jan, two children, and
five grandchildren.
Robert P. Likon, C’61, of
Blairsville, Georgia, died on
March 12, 2016. At Sewanee,
he was a member of Phi Gamma Delta. He served in the
U.S. Army in Germany. After his
time in the service, he worked
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at the Kennedy Space Center
over 35 years in support of
both the Apollo and Space
Shuttle programs. He was a
recipient of both the Silver
Snoopy and the Manned Space
Flight Awareness awards. He
is survived by his wife, Diane,
four children, 14 grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren.
Gordon Pickett Peyton Jr.,
C’62, of Alexandria, Virginia,
died on Jan. 13, 2016. At
Sewanee, he was a member of
Delta Tau Delta. He earned a
law degree from Duke University in 1965. In the first
years of his career, he served
as assistant city attorney in
Alexandria while growing his
private practice. He served as
a Chapter 7 trustee in bankruptcy for the U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the Eastern District
of Virginia from 1967 until
2012 and as the commissioner of accounts for the Alexandria Circuit Court from 2001
until the time of his death. He
also served as president of
the Alexandria Bar Association,
chairman of the Disciplinary
Board of the Virginia State Bar,
and was a fellow of both the
American Bar Foundation and
the Virginia Bar Association. In
1999, he became a permanent member of the Fourth
Circuit Judicial Conference. He
served on numerous charitable
boards, including the boards of
trustees of both the University
of the South and St. Stephen’s
School. He is survived by his
wife, Jean, five children, and
12 grandchildren.
James Samuel Brown Jr.,
C’64, of Ridgeland, Mississippi, died on March 5, 2016. At
Sewanee, he was a member of
Phi Delta Theta. After graduating from Sewanee, he entered
the U.S. Marine Corps and was
commissioned as a second
lieutenant in 1966. In May
1967, he went to Vietnam,
serving as an artillery officer
and as a forward observer.

By the end of his tour, he
had become the commanding officer of Charlie Battery
for the 1st Battalion, 12th
Marines. In Vietnam, his tour
was spent in the Demilitarized
Zone between North and South
Vietnam, and his time there
included action in the U.S.
response to the Tet Offensive
and in liberating Khe Sanh. For
gallantry in action, he received
the Silver Star Medal. He also
received the Purple Heart for
wounds sustained while in
combat. He achieved the rank
of captain prior to his departure from the Marine Corps.
Upon re-entry into the civilian
world in 1970, he became a
stockbroker with Merrill Lynch
and later Paine Webber. He
later founded Jim Brown Real
Estate, became an auctioneer,
and created Southland Auction
Company. In 1990, he began
building homes full-time under
the name Classic Homes.
He finished his career in the
general contracting business
after 20 successful years of
home building. Later in life,
he began writing in earnest
and published an account of
his Vietnam experience in the
book Impact Zone in 2004. In
February 2016, he completed
the final edits to his first and
only novel, Of Angels and Men.
He is survived by his wife,
Jody, two children, and six
grandchildren.
John Franklin Gelzer Jr., C’64,
of Atlanta, Georgia, died on
Dec. 4, 2015. At Sewanee,
he was a member of Phi Delta
Theta. After attending Sewanee, he earned his bachelor
and law degrees from Emory
University. After graduating
from law school, he worked
for a law firm in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. He then moved to
Washington, D.C., where he
worked in the Legal Department of the Internal Revenue
Service and at the same time
obtained his designation as a
certified public accountant. He

and wife, Joyce, moved to Los
Angeles, where he worked as a
tax attorney for Litton Industries, and then Texaco. Frank
and Joyce started acquiring
small apartment properties,
which they later sold, moving
to Atlanta where they succeeded in building a real estate
empire, Equity Management
Company. He is survived by his
wife, Joyce, and two children.
James M. FitzSimons, C’64,
of Marietta, Georgia, died on
Oct. 26, 2015. At Sewanee,
he was a member of Alpha
Tau Omega. He earned a Ph.D.
from Emory University and
devoted his life to teaching.
He is survived by two children
and two grandchildren.
Felix Chisolm Pelzer, C’64, of
Charleston, South Carolina,
died on Nov. 14, 2015. At
Sewanee, he was a member of
Alpha Tau Omega. He served
as an officer in the U.S. Navy
during the Vietnam War. He
was a retired realtor with the
Felix C. Pelzer Company. He
was a member of the Carolina
Yacht Club, Yeamans Hall Club,
St. Cecelia Society, Huguenot
Society, and the Society of the
Cincinnati. He is survived by
his wife, Carol, two sons, and
three grandchildren.
Garbutt James Brown Jr.,
C’65, of Jacksonville, Florida,
died on Feb. 21, 2016. At
Sewanee, he was a member
of Phi Gamma Delta. He was
a member of the Florida Yacht
Club, where he sailed his beloved sailboat Cerveza. He retired from the city of Jacksonville as a systems analyst. His
love of boating led him to open
his own marina. He is survived
by his wife, Anne, four children,
including Bette Cleland, C’80,
and six grandchildren.
Evan G. Hughes, C’66, of Jupiter, Florida, died on March 9,
2016. He and his late partner
and spouse of 42 years, Peter

Ermacora, were owners of
EGHPeter, Inc., a business featuring 18th- and 19th-century
antiques located in both New
York City and Norfolk, Connecticut.
Henry P. Sadler Jr., C’69, of
Louisa, Virginia, died on Dec.
27, 2015. At Sewanee, he
was a member of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon. After graduating from
Sewanee, he earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
civil engineering from Vanderbilt University. He began his
career with his father’s firm,
Henry Philip Sadler Engineers,
followed by stints with R. Stuart Royer and Associates, and
Virginia Power. He retired as
senior engineer at the Virginia
State Corporation Commission. He is survived by his
wife, Margaret, two children,
and four grandchildren.
William Franklin Blackmore
Jr., C’73, of Falls Church, Virginia, died on March 4, 2016.
At Sewanee, he was a member
of Kappa Alpha Order. After
graduating from Sewanee, he
moved to Washington, D.C.,
for a promised job with the
Senate Watergate Committee.
When the committee lacked
the funds to fill the position,
he took a job with the Bureau
of Labor Statistics. Five years
later, he was recruited to serve
as an economist in the newly
created Energy Information
Administration. Although he
was diagnosed with chronic
progressive multiple sclerosis
in 1988, he persevered and
devoted 35 years to federal
civil service. He is survived
by his wife, Elizabeth, and two
children.
Ruth Margaret Heimburg,
C’74, of Alexandria, Virginia,
died on Dec. 31, 2015. She
was a member of the second
class of women at Sewanee.
At the start of her professional career, she moved to
Washington, D.C., where she

found a career in government
contracting. Over the years,
she worked on a great variety
of projects for the U.S. Printing
Office, the Department of Energy, and the U.S. Navy. Along
the way, she earned a master’s
degree in conflict resolution
from George Mason University,
enabling her to moonlight as
a divorce mediator. In her final
three years, she threw herself
into organizing activities at Mt.
Vernon Unitarian Universalist
Church.
Michael Wood, C’74, of
Cincinnati, Ohio, died on Dec.
1, 2015. At Sewanee, he was
a member of Delta Tau Delta.
He attended Sewanee and
graduated from the University
of Cincinnati and University
of Cincinnati Medical School,
where he also completed his
residency in otolaryngology. He
was a successful ear, nose,
and throat surgeon for over
30 years, and his practice
took him to various hospitals
around Cincinnati, including
the Christ Hospital, where he
was department chairman for
most of his time there. For
more than 20 years, he organized annual biking trips all
over the world for his friends.
He is survived by his wife,
Sally, and three daughters.
Bobby Dale Smith, C’75, of
Hillsboro, Tennessee, died on
Nov. 6, 2015. After attending
Sewanee, he graduated from
the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville. He was a veteran
of the U.S. Coast Guard and
a retired engineer at Arnold
Engineering Development Center. He is survived by his wife,
Margaret, and two sons.
Norton G. “Chip” Pritchett III,
C’76, of Brevard, North Carolina, died on Nov. 16, 2015. At
Sewanee, he was a member of
Lambda Chi Alpha. He worked
as a photographer, media
salesman, ad agency owner,
publishing manager, and

certified optometrist. He was
a member of Brevard-Davidson
River Presbyterian Church. He
is survived by his wife, Susan,
and one son.
Camillus Brennus “Bren”
Huggins V, C’84, of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, died on Feb.
15, 2016. After graduating
from Sewanee, he earned
a master’s degree in hydrogeology from the University
of Kentucky. He worked for
a number of environmental
consulting firms before starting his own company, Huggins
and Associates, which later
became Huggins, Faulkner and
Flynn. He later received a call
to the ministry and studied at
Sewanee’s School of Theology from 2000 to 2001. He is
survived by two sons.
Christopher A. Tidwell, C’87,
of Ocala, Fla., died on Nov. 18,
2015. At Sewanee, he was a
member of Beta Theta Pi. After
graduating from Sewanee, he
earned a master’s degree in
English from the University of
Florida and a Ph.D. in English
from the University of South
Florida. He was a tenured professor at Hillsborough Community College, where he taught
English literature and poetry
and was an honors instructor.
He served as the president of
the Central Florida Cactus and
Succulent Society and was
very involved in the ministry
of St. Catherine of Alexandria
Episcopal Church in Temple
Terrace, Florida, where he was
a lay eucharistic minister.
Michael Caldwell Hurst, C’88,
of Sewanee, Tenn., died on
Feb. 13, 2016. After graduating from Sewanee, he engaged
in the ownership of three Papa
John’s Pizza franchises before
selling and relocating from
Louisville to Sewanee, where
he lived for the past 10 years.
He was active in the Sewanee
community, serving on the
board of the Historical Society

and serving as an all-around
delightful raconteur and outstanding host. Michael was a
loyal and active member of Chi
Psi both at the local and national level. Locally, he served
on the fraternity’s alumni corporation board for almost two
decades and oversaw much
of the maintenance of the Chi
Psi Lodge in Sewanee. On a
national scale, he served for a
period on the fraternity’s board
of directors as chairman for
most of that time. Under his
tenure, many advances were
made in the fraternity’s operations and programs. For his
service, Chi Psi’s highest recognition was conferred upon
him in 2007 when he received
Distinguished Service Award
number 130. He was also a
colonel of the Commonwealth
of Kentucky. He is survived by
his wife, Joan Keeton Hurst,
C’88, and one daughter.
Friends of the University
Gay Benton Alvarez died on
Feb. 5, 2016. Longtime owner
of the Lemon Fair gallery in
Sewanee, she made invaluable
contributions to the Sewanee
community. Mother, artist,
businesswoman, homemaker,
wife, and grandmother, her
life was centered on enjoying her family and continually
learning new artistic methods.
She loved making the Lemon
Fair as interesting, whimsical,
and beautiful as possible.
Her husband, Laurence, was
a longtime member of the
Mathematics Department and
served the University as associate provost. She is survived
by her husband, Laurence,
C’59; three children, including
Stephen Alvarez, C’87; and six
grandchildren.
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Chase Spurlock, C’09

An alumnus’s biotech startup explores the mysteries of the human genome to
provide faster diagnoses for autoimmune disorders.
By Tom Sanders

A

RE YOUR EYES glazing over?” asks Chase
Spurlock, C’09. Spurlock holds a dry erase
marker in hand and stands before a detailed diagram on the whiteboard—a process description
of DNA and RNA. He’s in his office in Green Hills, an upscale
commercial area of Nashville, explaining the science behind a
new company, IQuity, he has founded with business partners
including Tom Aune, who was Spurlock’s major professor at
the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine.
IQuity is a breakout company hoping to sell its first
product in 2016, a powerful blood test that shaves years off
the diagnostic process for autoimmune diseases like multiple
sclerosis. At age 28, Spurlock has served as student chief of the
Sewanee Volunteer Fire Department and as chair of the Honor
Council, graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Sewanee, performed

research in a biotech laboratory, completed a Ph.D. in microbiology and immunology from Vanderbilt University, joined
Vanderbilt’s faculty, and is now CEO of IQuity. He is also
remarkably cogent and persuasive, teaching a non-scientist
about some groundbreaking molecular biology.
“DNA makes RNA, and RNA makes protein,” explains
Spurlock. “For a long time that was the mantra. You were
taught to pay attention to RNAs that made protein, and we
thought the rest of it was junk RNA. What we’ve found is that
non-coding RNA—the stuff that doesn’t make protein—is
much more important than we could’ve imagined.”
Spurlock is particularly interested in what are called long,
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non-coding RNAs, or lncRNAs (pronounced “link RNAs”).
Researchers are finding that these RNAs are critical for regulating many biological processes. It’s a new area of biology that
is receiving considerable attention.
“We’re in an era of big data in medicine,” says Spurlock. IQuity has a collection of thousands of samples from
healthy patients, patients who have already been diagnosed,
and patients who have exhibited symptoms but have not been
diagnosed. Using next-generation sequencing, the company
has amassed a tremendous amount of data that has allowed the
researchers to construct profiles of gene expression in blood
that construct an image of what is happening at a molecular
level in patients with disease. “Leveraging the analytics we have
built, healthcare providers can now look to a blood test and
conclude with a great deal of certainty, ‘this profile looks like
someone who has multiple sclerosis,’” says
Spurlock. In other words, IQuity can discern early evidence of disease in the blood
before it is easily distinguished through
conventional means. “It’s a molecular
portrait that allows doctors to make actionable decisions.”
Much of this work would not have
been possible a couple of decades ago.
The Human Genome Project, which was
completed in 2003, mapped for the first
time nature’s blueprint for building a human being. As soon as that was finished,
scientists launched a follow-up project
called ENCODE (the ENCyclopedia Of
DNA Elements), a project to define the functional elements
of the human genome. Scientists at this point were past the
conventional DNA>RNA>Protein and began considering the
much more complex, finely controlled molecular relationships that are going on. “We are decoding the dark matter of
the human genome,” says Spurlock—those elements without an
already known function.
IQuity is making a big splash, with $2 million in startup
funding from private investors and bolstered by grant funding from the National Institutes of Health. Expect Spurlock to
be looking beneath the crust and plumbing the secrets of our
genome for decades to come.

Thanks to
you, we are
ready for
class.
This year, 7,282 alumni, families,
and friends of the University
came together to support the
Sewanee Annual Fund.
Thank you. The $3.84 million
you contributed helps us provide a liberal arts experience
like no other.
You know the meaning and
power of the educational experiences created here on the
Domain. We appreciate your
part in our continuing work.
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