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In Canada’s Great Bear fjord system, Eric Keen, C’08, 
demonstrates the scale of what one person can accomplish with an 
ambitious science project, a self-made community, and a dream.
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COVER PHOTO: On a gray day in British Columbia, Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
researcher Eric Keen, C’08, and Katie Qualls, C’12, perch on the swaying observation 
platform aboard the science vessel Bangarang. They stay strapped to the mast for 
safety while gathering observational data for the Bangarang Project—Keen’s multi-year 
comprehensive ecological survey in Canada’s Great Bear fjord system. Photo by Luke 
Padgett, C’07

Do-Right Man Oxford Philosophy Professor and Sewanee Rhodes 
Scholar Jeff McMahan, C’76, thinks deeply about just war theory, the ethics 
of killing, and why we shouldn’t eat meat (though the occasional shrimp is 
probably OK). By Henry Hamman PAGE 10

The Whale Worshipper Sailing through Canada’s Great Bear fjord 
system, Eric Keen, C’08, demonstrates the scale of what one person can 
accomplish with an ambitious science project, a self-made community, and 
a dream. By Will Bostwick, C’10 PAGE 16

Jeff McMahan, C’76, a leading thinker on issues of war and killing, holds the White’s Chair of Moral 
Philosophy at the University of Oxford.



Listing Requirements

An alumnus of the College sent me recently a small volume entitled George Washing-
ton’s Rules of Civility. It contains 110 maxims, composed by our first president at the age 
of 14. For example, the first rule: “Every action done in company ought to be with 
some sign of respect to those that are present.” And the 90th: “Being set at meat, 
scratch not; neither spit, cough, or blow your nose, except if there is a necessity for 
it.” And the last: “Labour to keep alive in your breast that little celestial fire called 
conscience.”

One might easily dismiss a volume of aphorisms composed more than two and 
a half centuries ago as merely a quaint relic. But there is something about this little 
book that ought still to command a reader’s attention. That something was to me 
suggested by the note accompanying the gift of this volume, written by our alumnus, 
who has spent much of his career as an investment adviser. “The best exchanges in 
the free market,” he wrote, “all have listing requirements.”

This got my attention. Sewanee, and indeed every academic institution, claims 
to occupy a position in the “free marketplace of ideas.” It is tempting to think of 
that marketplace as wholly unregulated and to consider anything resembling “listing 
requirements” as an infringement on free speech.

And yet, a whole series of recent events, some of them on this campus, raise at 
least the possibility that, on the one hand, the academic community does indeed 
tacitly endorse some imprecise form of “listing requirements” while, on the other, 
continuing to claim that the freedom to say or to do just about anything that satisfies 
or amuses oneself should have no boundaries.

Well, we cannot have it both ways. The New York Stock Exchange and NASDAQ, 
prime examples of the free marketplace, nonetheless understand that, as described 
in Investopedia, “their reputations rest on the companies they trade. As such, [they] 
won’t allow just any company to be traded …”

Moreover, “after a company gets listed on the market, it must maintain certain 
standards to continue trading. Failure to meet the specifications set out by the stock 
exchange will result in its delisting.”

I would not want to press this analogy too far. But what if the extended family of 
a university—not just current residents on the campus but all those who have a stake 
in its continuing success, or, if you will, its reputation as a marketplace of ideas—were 
willing to have a candid conversation about the concept of “listing requirements?” In 
raising this question, I emphatically do not have in mind anything remotely resem-
bling the “speech codes” that have, however inadvertently on many campuses, placed 
individual sensitivities above the common good and, as a result, made freedom a 
subjective rather than an objective term. Nor do I even believe that codification of 
something many deem as an unbounded right is likely to be possible.

But Washington was onto something. If we mean what we say about civil behav-
ior, and if we agree with him that “respect for those present” might be the beginning 
of a standard of what constitutes acceptable “speech,” broadly defined, perhaps we 
might dare to say that, in this community/marketplace, at least, we not only have, but 
we embrace and vigorously defend, our own distinctive “listing requirements.”
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Vice-Chancellor 
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O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

IN SUMMER 2015, Sewanee made its first payments for 
carbon sequestration to farmers in Haiti’s Central Plateau. 
This represented a milestone for Zanmi Kafe (Haitian 
Creole for “Partners in Coffee”), a project initiated by 

students working with Biology Professor Deborah McGrath 
and the Haitian NGO Zanmi Agrikol (Partners in Agricul-
ture) to develop the first payment for ecosystem services (PES) 
program in Haiti.

Launched in 2013 with the establishment of a 
15,000-seedling nursery in the mountainous region of Bois 
Jolie, Zanmi Kafe promotes carbon sequestration through the 
planting and care of trees. The project has since developed 
into a collaborative effort aimed at improving livelihoods by 
reversing the negative impacts of deforestation. Those involved 
include outreach students and interns from Sewanee, as well as 
Haitian interns, agronomists, and farmers.

The idea behind payments for ecosystem services is that 
organizations can help offset their carbon footprint by pur-
chasing credits from sellers engaged in carbon-sequestering 
activities, such as tree planting. “The payments are made to 

landowners to maintain ecological services such as carbon se-
questration, watershed protection, and biodiversity provision,” 
McGrath says. 

Unlike most carbon-offset programs in which credits 
are purchased on the open market, Sewanee students directly 
support tree planting by Haitian farmers with the use of a 
green fee. The Sewanee Student Government Association 
(SGA) agreed to use part of the Sewanee Green Fee, a payment 

incorporated into annual tuition, for sustainabil-
ity projects. Last spring, following her outreach 
trip to Haiti, SGA member Mary Cash, C’16, led 
an effort to raise awareness about how students 
can pledge their green fee to support reforesta-
tion efforts in Haiti. “My goal was to encourage 
more student involvement with the green fee by 
explaining how it can promote sustainability proj-
ects on and off campus,” Cash says. Nearly 400 
students pledged their green fee, and it was from 
these funds that 45 Haitian farmers were paid for 
planting seedlings the preceding summer. 

On a March 2015 spring break outreach 
trip, led by Dixon Myers, Sewanee students hiked 
to each farm to count, measure, and assess the 
health of every seedling that could be found. 
This exhaustive survey provided data necessary to 
calculate the carbon payments for the farmers and 
furnished a baseline for future monitoring. On-
farm research such as biodiversity and photosyn-
thesis studies conducted by Sewanee and Haitian 
student interns provides information that will 

help farmers manage the system more sustainably.
A sister project, Zanmi Foto, started by Art Professor Pra-

dip Malde and Sewanee students, trains Zanmi Kafe families 
to document their lives in a way that stimulates conversations 
among family, friends, and neighbors. In the long term, the 
photographs will help to track economic and ecological change 
resulting from their participation in Zanmi Kafe. 

“The first distribution of carbon payments was more than 
just another step down the long road to reforestation; this 
day was the culmination of years of hard work from dozens of 
students and farmers,” McGrath says.—Duncan Pearce, C’17

Zanmi Kafe Reaches Milestone
Sewanee project makes its first payments for ecosystem services in Haiti.

Geanina Fripp, C’16, (right) makes a carbon offset payment to Derisca Lucienne in Bois 
Jolie, Haiti. Photo by Mary Margaret Johnson, C’17
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IN AUGUST 2014, when Tanner 
Potts, C’15, then a rising senior, 
received a call from History 
Professor Woody Register, C’80, 

he had little notion of the journey he 
and his adviser were about to under-
take. Just over a year later, Potts and 
Register served as guest curators for 
the opening of “Founded to Make 
Men: Explorations of Masculinity 
at the University of the South,” an 
exhibition at the Museum Gallery of 
University Archives and Special Col-
lections.

The project offered Potts and 
Register a chance to delve into ele-
ments of Sewanee’s history few had 
studied previously. More, it allowed 
them to build on the academic rap-
port they had already established. 
“I wanted a relationship that tran-
scended teacher-student, that made 
us more like colleagues,” says Register. 
Potts took great satisfaction in work-
ing “not with Dr. Register, my profes-
sor, but Dr. Register, my research 
partner.”

Their collaboration grew out of 
an article about the 1899 Sewanee football team that Register 
wrote for the Sewanee Sesquicentennial History Project. In 
researching the piece, Register came across repeated mentions 
of “the greatness of the Sewanee man.” Knowing he had found 
a rich vein for further study, he recruited Potts, a football 
player, a double major in history and American studies, and, 
in Register’s words, “one of the most thoughtful and histori-
cally minded students I’ve taught in recent years.” Potts, who 
worked as an intern at the archives, took on the project in his 
spare time, keeping it “entirely extracurricular.” 

Drawing on private letters, University documents, and 
public statements from significant historical figures, including 
Leonidas Polk, Theodore Roosevelt, and William Alexander 
Percy, the exhibit examines representations of manhood and 

masculinity, and sheds light on issues of race, sexual identity, 
and class. Register sees in the project proof that “Sewanee his-
tory transcends the Domain.”

“Founded to Make Men” exposes hard truths about the 
University founders’ commitment to perpetuating slavery, 
Sewanee’s racial history, and the University’s gendered tradi-
tions. At times, Potts admits, things he learned troubled him. 
He takes solace, though, in the progress he sees and in his 
contributions to an ongoing dialogue. “It’s dark history, but 
it’s being talked about.” 

The exhibit will run through July 8, 2016. The Museum 
Gallery of University Archives and Special Collections is open 
Tuesday through Friday, from 1 to 5 p.m.—David B. Coe

Exhibit Explores Masculinity at Sewanee
Student and professor delve into archives on the trail of the “Sewanee man.”

Woody Register (left) and Tanner Potts (right) with Henry D. Phillips, the captain of the 1902 Sewanee 
football team who would later serve as bishop of Southwestern Virginia.
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FOR MANY DECADES, the historic home of George 
Rainsford Fairbanks was known for the spectacular 
springtime display of blue-violet wisteria blooms that 
framed its entrance. Now, even though the ultimate 

fate of the home site is yet to be decided, the University is in-
vesting in the health of a plant that many consider a significant 

cultural resource and a living reminder of a seminal period in 
the life of Sewanee.

Chinese wisteria was introduced to North America around 
1824 and soon became a favorite ornamental among Southern 
homeowners. In the late 19th century, Rebel’s Rest would have 
been just one of many homes along University Avenue whose 
front porches were framed by wisteria blooms.

As archaeological work continues on the site of the log 
cabin, which burned in July 2014, a large wooden pergola has 
been built as an outdoor classroom for archaeology volunteers 

Wisteria to Bloom Again
Rebel’s Rest is gone, but the iconic vine that long graced its front porch is 
enjoying a second act.

and as a support for the plant that has now outlived its home. 
“We built the pergola in the style of the front porch, incorpo-
rating original porch elements where possible.” says University 
Grounds Manager William Shealy. “Much of the porch sur-
vived the fire, but it lost the structure that was holding it up. 
We built the pergola to retain the porch and support the vine.”

The University has also 
contracted with an expert 
pruner, Anna Hauser, 
who has experience work-
ing in historic landscapes 
and gardens throughout the 
Southeast. Hauser comes to 
Sewanee from Atlanta several 
times a year to oversee the 
pruning and training of the 
vine. “In a campus setting, 
there aren’t typically the 
resources to treat a plant 
like this as a super-precious 
specimen,” she says. “The 
irony is that the fire has 
created a situation where the 
wisteria will now get more 
attention than ever.”

In the spring of 2015, 
working in conjunction with 
Shealy and his grounds crew, 
Hauser carried out a reju-
venation of the plant, which 
had become a thick tangle 
over the years. This involved 

making hard and strategic cuts throughout the older stems to 
remove deadwood that resulted both from the fire and from 
natural aging. The new growth generated by this pruning is 
already apparent and will help to re-establish the aesthetic fea-
tures that were so highly prized by 19th-century Southerners.

“The idea is not that it is allowed to overgrow the whole 
structure, but that you create an interplay of blooms, twining 
stems, and light,” Hauser says. “I imagine that in two years it 
will be in better shape than it’s been in for decades.”

Anna Hauser and William Shealy next to the wooden pergola built to mimic the Rebel’s Rest front porch, which 
supported the wisteria for many decades.



or forbs we are trying 
to protect.” The new 
formula will deaden 
only the portion of the 
trees touched by the 
spray and prevent that 
part of the tree from 
producing leaves in 
the spring. As a result, 
fewer trees will need 
to be chopped or mowed, and endangered species and native 
wildflowers will be protected. 

Cumberland rosinweed can be found along U.S. Highway 
41A, which runs through the Domain, and state-protected 
Hawkin’s Cove, a nearby natural area that was acquired by 
the state in 1985 in order to preserve the rosinweed’s habitat. 
Other rare and unusual plants that have been subject to right-
of-way spray in the past include eared goldenrod, Morefield’s 
clematis, cylindrical blazing star, and cut leaf prairie dock.

TDOT sprayed the newly formulated herbicide in the 
Sewanee area for the first time in the fall and is considering 
adopting the practice more widely in the future.
—Callie Oldfield, C’15
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CUMBERLAND ROSINWEED is an unassum-
ing little perennial, with yellow daisy-like flow-
ers, found only on the Southern Cumberland 
Plateau. Because it requires abundant sunlight, it 

often grows along roadways and power-line right of ways. The 
trouble is that these areas are often sprayed with broad-spec-
trum herbicides that are intended to inhibit tree growth but 
that also kill the harmless rosinweed along with other wildflow-
ers, forbs, and grasses. Now the University and the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation have found a way to protect the 
rare plants and native wildflowers that grow along roadsides in 
the Sewanee area.

Domain Manager Nate Wilson and University Grounds 
Manager William Shealy helped spearhead the new manage-
ment practices, making two recommendations: First, to allow 
TDOT to go off of their road right of way and onto roadside 
Sewanee property to prune trees, and second, to design a new 
herbicide spray formula that targets problem woody species 
while promoting grasses, forbs, and wildflowers.

For six months, Wilson worked with a TDOT botanist 
and a Dow Chemical Company representative to come up with 
a new herbicide formula that will target only trees, because, 
says Wilson, “Trees are the threat to the roads, not the grasses 

Sewanee Works with TDOT to Save Endangered Plants 
New management practices will protect native wildflowers growing in road right 
of ways.

Calling All 
Choristers
All former members of the 
University Choir are invited 
to a reunion, April 1–3, 
2016, in Sewanee. The 
reunion will celebrate the 
37-year service of Choir 
Director Robbe Delcamp, 
who will retire in May. If you 
are a choir alumnus and 
have not already done so, 
please send an email to 
universitychoir@sewanee.
edu indicating your interest 
in receiving detailed regis-
tration information.

Cumberland rosinweed. Photo by Todd 
Crabtree
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THE SEPT. 22 FIELD LAB for Assistant Profes-
sor of Biology Katie McGhee’s Behavioral Ecology 
class began like any other, with students meeting 
her at Spencer Hall to discuss their assignment 

and gather supplies before heading out for a four-hour session 
observing dominance interactions in birds. At that point, Mc-
Ghee had no idea that she would soon face a life-threatening 
situation and that disaster would be averted only by the quick 
thinking of her students.

The afternoon took a dark turn in Abbo’s Alley when 
McGhee felt a sting on her back while refilling a bird feeder. 
She felt another sting on her arm and then saw a yellow jacket 
crawling out of her shirt. McGhee had never suffered an al-
lergic reaction to an insect sting, so she thought she had no 
reason to worry. “It hurt, but it wasn’t excruciating,” McGhee 
says. “Then I felt dizzy. I don’t remember anything after that.”

Within minutes of being stung, McGhee was unconscious, 
lying on the leaf litter just off the trail in Abbo’s Alley. Luck-
ily for McGhee, Seth Burns, C’16, knew exactly what to do. 

Students Take the Sting Out of Yellow Jacket Attack
A biology field lab turns dangerous after professor collapses.

Burns, a trained emergency medical technician, had seen cases 
of anaphylactic shock on the job, and he recognized McGhee’s 
symptoms immediately. 

Burns took control of the situation, asking a classmate to 
call for an ambulance, and organizing others to begin carrying 
McGhee to South Carolina Avenue. The students remained 
calm while they waited. “No one was freaking out about it,” 
Burns says. “I think we were extremely lucky that it ended the 
way it did.”

When McGhee was taken to the hospital, her students 
called her husband to let him know what had happened, and 
then returned to Spencer Hall to alert other members of the 
Biology Department. “Everyone in the class pitched in to 
help,” McGhee says. “They rose to the occasion, essentially 
saving my life.”

McGhee made a full recovery and was able to teach during 
the class’s next meeting. “I just thanked the class and tried not 
to cry,” she says. “I was like, ‘OK, everyone gets a 100 on that 
assignment. Moving on!’”—Lucy Hebb, C’14

Assistant Professor of Biology Katie McGhee and members of her Behavioral Ecology class who jumped into action when she suffered an allergic 
reaction to a yellow jacket sting.
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AS A TOUR GUIDE for Sewanee’s Office of 
Admission, Nasko Apostolov, C’17, has plenty 
of experience showing prospective students and 
families around central campus. Now, thanks to 

an online map tool developed by Apostolov and three other 
students, visitors can more easily find their own way.

“Visitors were asking for an interactive map,” says Aposto-
lov. “So I asked Sewanee’s Office of Marketing and Communi-
cations how I could help.”

After getting the go-ahead for the project from Marketing 
and Communications, Apostolov recruited other computer 
science majors and Sewanee Computing Society members to 
join the project, and they began work on an online tool to help 
visitors navigate the University’s 1,000-acre central campus 
with point-to-point directions.

“We spent many afternoons designing the structure of the 
map, constantly trying to optimize it,” Apostolov says. “After 
doing our research and through trial and error, we finally 
achieved what we set out to do.”

The map tool, available to any visitor with a smartphone 
and Internet access, uses geo-location to find the user and dis-
plays walking routes between any two points the user chooses. 
It also includes photos and descriptions of many of the build-
ings in pop-up windows, so visitors will know when they’ve 
arrived at the right place.

ON MARCH 22, 2016, faculty, staff, students, 
community members, and special guests will 
celebrate the sesquicentennial of the “second 
founding” of the University of the South in 1866, 

when a small band of people gathered in Sewanee for a simple 
service to relaunch the University following the Civil War.

Learn more about the second founding and submit your 
hopes for Sewanee’s future at secondfounding.sewanee.edu.

Student-created Online Map Extends Sewanee 
Hospitality in a Whole New Way
New tool guides visitors from Point A (All Saints’ Chapel) to Point B (Bishop’s 
Common) via smartphone.

Although Apostolov still leads students around central 
campus in person, the online map allows him to show Se-
wanee’s well-known hospitality even when he and others are 
unavailable to do so in person. To try the map out for yourself, 
visit admission.sewanee.edu/visit/map.—Josh King, C’11

Sewanee’s online map was a collaborative project by Nasko Apostolov, C’17; Aus-
tin Arnold, C’17; Sasha Peters, C’17; Ryan Regal, C’17; Professor of Computer 
Science Lucia K. Dale, academic support staff member Jason Voigt; and the Office 
of Marketing and Communications.

Celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Second Founding

This 1938 painting by the Rev. Thomas J. Crosby, C’1894, depicts the 
service marking the second founding of the University.



Oxford Philosophy Professor and Sewanee Rhodes Scholar Jeff 

McMahan, C’76, thinks deeply about just war theory, the ethics 

of killing, and why we shouldn’t eat meat (though the occa-

sional shrimp is probably OK).  By Henry Hamman

Do-rigHt 
man
Jeff McMahan is chagrined.

McMahan is the incumbent as the White’s 

Chair of Moral Philosophy at the University of 

Oxford, the first professorial post in philosophy 

established at the university, in 1621. He is the 

38th scholar to hold the appointment, which is among the most prestigious posts in academe.

But on this warm August morning, he is standing at a podium on the back terrace of the Sewanee Inn, facing a couple score 

members of the Monteagle-Sewanee Rotary Club. The members have just finished their breakfast, a repast that features staples of 

Southern cuisine: eggs, grits, and, for those who want it, bacon.

McMahan had been proposed as a speaker by his former landlord and close friend from his days as a Sewanee undergradu-

ate, John Bratton, C’51, and he had offered the Rotarians a list of possible topics. The moral dimensions of vegetarianism was 

one choice on the list. Somehow, the word hadn’t gotten to him that the talk would be post-prandial.

“I didn’t realize that I would be talking about vegetarianism over tables piled with meat,” McMahan says, adding almost 

apologetically, “I am going to talk about eating animals.” His talk, he says, will be an attempt to demonstrate “how contemporary



Jeff McMahan, photographed in his “room in college,” 
his Oxford office, which dates from the mid-16th 
century, and is the room in which the books of the 
prophets were translated for the King James Version 
of the Bible. Photo by John Cairns
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philosophers reason about practical 
issues.”

It’s not that McMahan avoids con-
troversy. To the contrary, he has written 
and spoken about some of the most vex-
ing and challenging of moral problems: 
the moral duties of soldiers in combat, 
the rights and wrongs of abortion, and 
the morality of Israel’s 2014 Gaza War, 
to name just a few of the issues he has 
taken on during an academic career that 
began at Sewanee in 1972 as an under-
graduate from South Carolina. 

He tells the Rotarians he became a 
vegetarian about the time he arrived at 
Sewanee. Vegetarian choices were lim-
ited in the dining room of Gailor Hall, 
and he was reduced to eating peanut 

butter sandwiches. But when he took 
lodging with Bratton, he also got per-
mission to opt out of the dining plan. 

“I figured out how to eat on less 
than a dollar a day, mainly by continu-
ing to live primarily on peanut butter 
sandwiches,” he says. “With the money I 
saved, I bought a good stereo system.”

After the chuckles of his audience 
fade, McMahan proceeds to lay out the 
case against treating animals as food. 
It’s not a simple argument, and it’s clear 
that the audience is following with close 
attention.

By the end of his talk, the audience 
has questions, about everything from the 
reasonableness of killing and eating wild 
boars and alligators that pose a menace 
and may need to be killed to protect 
human life, to the morality of spend-

ing one’s money on fancy pet food and 
medical treatments while elsewhere in 
the world people are starving.

The last questioner asks, “What 
about eating insects?” McMahan pauses, 
smiles, and replies: “It’s better than eat-
ing pigs.”

McmaHan was an English 
major at Sewanee. He says 
that in high school, he 
was “a dreadful student” 

but that the years on the Mountain 
“completely changed my life.” He did 
well enough at the University to win a 
Rhodes Scholarship, and after complet-
ing a second B.A. and a master’s degree 
in philosophy at Oxford, he moved to 

Cambridge for his doctorate, which he 
completed in 1986.

Diploma in hand, McMahan re-
turned to the United States, where he 
joined the philosophy department at the 
University of Illinois at Champaign-
Urbana as an assistant professor. By 
2001, he was a full professor, and 
in 2003, he moved from Illinois to 
Rutgers, widely ranked among the top 
philosophy departments in the world. In 
2014, he accepted the invitation to take 
the White’s Chair at Oxford. This is the 
résumé of an academic rock star.

Up close at age 60, he has a bit of 
the older rock star look about him, too, 
with big eyes, a wide mouth, and a full 
head of hair. He’s slim—it’s rare to see a 
vegan who isn’t—and he dresses down, 
wearing a well-washed plaid button-

down shirt, blue wash pants, and a pair 
of Converse-style sneakers. His belt is 
textile, not leather. He speaks with a soft 
voice, and it’s clear he is used to having 
attention paid to his words. But he also 
revels in the back-and-forth of serious 
conversation.

Jeff McmaHan says that his 
childhood in the Deep South 
meant he was not in the van-
guard of American cultural 

              change. “I remember being in-
spired by the counter-culture. I remem-
ber being inspired and moved by King, 
and his lieutenants, and by the Vietnam 
War protests, and Daniel Ellsberg. 

“A lot of this was happening when 

I was in high school, and I was getting 
only glimpses of it. I was in the South, 
and the counterculture lagged behind a 
number of years in the South. They were 
already at the cynical stage in California 
by the time we were acquiring the earlier 
idealism and optimism and so on. I 
caught a lot of that in high school and 
developed a concern about war. When I 
got to Sewanee, I didn’t follow the news-
papers so much because I was trying to 
get an education, have a good time, meet 
girls, and all the things that one does in 
college. 

“But one of the writers who helped 
get me into philosophy was Bertrand 
Russell. I read some of his books 
about war and, in particular, about 
nuclear weapons. The time I was at 
Sewanee—1972 to ’76—was a time when 

“A career in the military is a morally very risky thing to do, because you may 
be called upon to go kill a lot of people, and they may be the wrong people if 
your political leaders make a mistake.”

D O - R I G H T  M A N
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most people weren’t thinking at all about 
nuclear weapons. ... But I was think-
ing about them and reading some of the 
older books by Linus Pauling and Ber-
trand Russell. So in a way my concern 
with issues about violence and war and 
so on does date back to the civil rights 
movement, to Vietnam, and to thinking 
about nuclear weapons at a time when 
other people weren’t, just because I was 
reading Bertrand Russell.”

A few years after he arrived in the 
U.K. in 1976, the Campaign for Nucle-
ar Disarmament, or CND, experienced 
a resurgence, as the European nuclear 
disarmament movement. In the United 
States, there was a push for a “nuclear 
freeze,” which reached a high point with 
a 1982 demonstration in New York’s 
Central Park that was said to have drawn 
a million people. Meanwhile, President 
Ronald Reagan was talking tough with 
the Soviet Union, urging the British 
to deploy U.S. nuclear cruise missiles 
in Britain, and proposing to build a 
nuclear defense shield that was dubbed 
by commentators as “Star Wars.”

As a graduate student, McMahan 
says, “I was heavily involved in all of that, 
and wrote about nuclear weapons a lot 
in the early 1980s.” McMahan’s first 
book, British Nuclear Weapons: For and Against, 
published shortly after he began study-
ing for his Ph.D., opened with a preface 
by Bernard Williams, who would himself 
become the White’s Chair in 1990.

McMahan’s intellectual interests 
gradually moved from the political to 
the philosophical, though he remains 
engaged in questions that have political 
resonance.

As a public intellectual, McMa-
han is perhaps best known for his views 
on what’s known as “just war theory.” 
The subject is one that engages many 
constituencies: theologians, politicians, 
diplomats, heads of government and 
heads of state, military officers, and (at 
least in democracies) individual citizens. 

At the heart of the just war issue is 

an acknowledgement that war is itself 
a terrible thing, and something not to 
be entered into lightly. A decision to 
commit the power of the state to violent 
conflict places lives and even the very 
survival of the state itself into jeopardy, 
and doing so unjustly opens a leader to 
the deepest opprobrium. So it’s hardly 
surprising that all sides in most conflicts 
claim the moral high ground.

Traditionally, just war theory has 
focused its greatest attention on the 
justification for going to war. But there’s 
another aspect: the moral behavior of 
combatants in war. Standard just war 
theory (and I am dramatically oversim-
plifying here) holds that soldiers who 
behave according to the rules of moral 
conduct in war are not culpable even if 
they are fighting in an unjust war. Of 
course, this argument would not hold up 
in a civil situation. A member of a team 
of bank robbers would hardly be able to 
claim that just because the bank guard 
had shot at her first, she was exercising 
the right of self-defense and therefore 
could not be charged with murder.

McMahan is among the leading 
proponents of another view: that war 
is actually analogous to the conflict 
between the robbers and the guard, in 
that one side is often in the wrong and 
the other in the right, and the side that 
is fighting for just aims has all the rights 
on its side. 

For America’s military in train-
ing, questions about how to conduct 
oneself in combat are not abstract issues 
for late-night bull sessions, but issues 
that will live with them throughout their 
careers, so it’s hardly surprising that 
McMahan is a return lecturer at all the 
U.S. service academies.

He says he has learned that “serious 
military people think harder about these 
questions than most anybody else.”

“Well, they ought to,” he adds. 
“Because most of them entered the 
military for admirable reasons: They 
were committed to defending innocent 

people; they wanted to serve people, 
protect innocent people, do the right 
thing and so on. And those who joined 
for that reason want to make sure they’re 
not making a mistake. ... 

“A career in the military is a morally 
very risky thing to do, because you may 
be called upon to go kill a lot of people, 
and they may be the wrong people if 
your political leaders make a mistake. 
And so they want to make sure they get it 
right. You know, most of the officers I’ve 
known who have been morally very seri-
ous and also intellectually serious have 
been religious. They’ve been Christian.”

McMahan makes this last comment 
without irony, though he openly ac-
knowledges that he arrived at Sewanee an 
atheist and remains an atheist to this day.

T He acaDemic year at the 
University had just started 
during his campus visit, and 
his major public activity was 

to deliver a lecture in Convocation Hall. 
His topic, “The Morality of Killing Ci-
vilians in War,” seemed almost absurdly 
remote while sitting in the stately wood-
paneled hall, overseen by the images 
of past University chancellors in their 
clerical collars and academic regalia, but 
the room was full.

His topic, though, was as current 
as the day’s news, with its near-daily 
reports of news from conflicts like Syria, 
Israel, Palestine, Iraq, Pakistan, and 
Afghanistan, where the deaths of civil-
ians are such a commonplace that they 
can at times seem a matter of course in 
the pandemic of violence that infects the 
region.

McMahan wanted to talk about 
a particular problem of the sort of 
warfare that engulfs the area, a warfare 
that features few set-piece battles, that 
is waged by soldiers, rebels, and even 
putative civilians. He asked the audience 
to consider how difficult it is for those 
who are fighting to make the decision to 
kill in an environment in which killing 
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enemy soldiers to save the lives of one’s 
own civilians inevitably involves killing 
innocent civilians on the other side as a 
“collateral” effect.

In these cases, as elsewhere in the 
history of conflict, he told the audience, 
there are problems in moral philosophy 
that have to do with uncertainty. That’s 
one reason that it’s tempting to give up 
thinking about morality and just think 
about rules, or to argue that new moral 
principles come into play during war. “I 
think that’s a huge mistake,” he said.

a notHer Day, McMahan 
retreats to the bowels of 
duPont Library to a con-
ference room that has been 

rigged up as a makeshift studio for an 
interview he has agreed to do for a Brit-
ish Broadcasting Company radio pro-
gram. The program—a half-hour-long 
show—will feature several philosophers 
discussing the morality of meat-eating.

The presenter starts the questioning 
off with a jolt:

“Could you tell me about how you 
got into the business of philosophizing 
about death?”

“That’s not on the list of questions 
you sent me,” McMahan says with a sort 
of half-laugh.

What the interviewer really wants 
to talk about is the idea that it’s really 
OK to eat meat, as she does, if the meat 
comes from animals that have had a 
happy life.

“I hope to get you out of that 
category by the end of the interview,” 
McMahan tells her.

McMahan says that the argument 
that it’s somehow alright to eat meat that 
comes from animals that have lived well 
but been slaughtered before the end of 
their natural lifespan misses the point. 
“Why,” he asks, “should you care about 
their suffering while alive, but not their 
lost happiness” from the years of life 
they have lost by being killed and eaten?

Would it be alright, say, to raise a 

child and give him a perfectly happy life, 
then kill him in his youth to harvest an 
organ? The question answers itself. 

But why, the interviewer asks, 
should I think about humans in the 
same way I think about cows?

“You’d have to explain why people 
couldn’t make the same claim about 
other races,” he responds.

But aren’t species different from 
races?

“I don’t think so,” says McMahan. 
“There is nothing morally significant in 
mere membership either in a particular 
race or in a particular biological species.” 
At another point he says he thinks that, 
at least in the case of animals, “killing is 
wrong to the extent that death is bad for 
the victim.”

Over time, he predicts, the prac-
tice of animal slaughter will come to be 
generally regarded as morally bad. “If 
we don’t destroy ourselves first, we will 
evolve morally to look back on how we 
treated animals with horror.” Factory 
farming, he adds, “will be a great moral 
blot on the history of mankind.”

PHilosoPHers, or at least some 
of them, sometimes approach 
questions by trying to construct 
something that resembles 

those “story problems” so beloved by 
generations of arithmetic and beginning 
algebra students. You remember how 
they go: “Two cars are driving toward 
each other on a highway. The first car is 
traveling at twice the speed of the other 
car ...”

Theoretical physicists often use 
a similar technique, known at the 
“thought experiment,” or more elegantly 
(in German), the Gedankenexperiment. No 
surprise that moral philosophers also 
spend a good bit of time in the virtual 
laboratory of thought.

One perennially popular version of 
the philosophical Gedankenexperiment is 
something called “The Trolley Problem.” 
The late British philosopher Philippa 

Foot is credited with inventing the 
problem, which, unlike a math story 
problem, appears to have no universally 
satisfactory answer.

In its original variant, the issue 
is whether to divert a speeding trolley 
from a track upon which five people are 
trussed up by pulling a switch, send-
ing the trolley down a different track 
upon which a single person is trussed. 
To divert is to sentence one person to 
death; not to divert is to be implicated 
in the death of five. Over the years, the 
original problem has metastasized, and 
there’s a good-sized literature devoted to 
the genre.

McMahan’s work on matters of life 
and death often reads like a massive trol-
ley problem, in which doing “the right 
thing” comes down to attempting to 
figure out the least bad alternative. 

During the taping of the BBC in-
terview, the interviewer brought up a re-
ally tough subject: cannibalism, asking, 
if it is okay to eat cow flesh, how would it 
be different to eat human flesh?

McMahan paused, and the look on 
his face made it clear that he was sorry 
she had asked. But he didn’t dodge the 
question. “It’s hard,” he acknowledged, 
“to explain why it’s OK to eat a pig but 
not the tissue of a human fetus.”

The interviewer herself was silent 
for a moment and then allowed that 
“listeners would be appalled” by that an-
swer. One wonders if the exchange made 
it on the air.

Then McMahan said something 
totally unexpected: “You know, we do 
have a process of getting parts of other 
people’s dead bodies into our own bod-
ies. We do it surgically, through organ 
transplants.”

What, he asked, is the difference 
between surgically and orally ingesting 
human tissue. “What if,” he went on, 
“we discovered that eating a part of a 
dead human body were an infallible cure 
for cancer?” How long would it take for 
us to accept this as a medicinal practice?
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As an aside, it is worth noting that 
at one point in the interview, McMahan 
acknowledged that he occasionally eats 
shrimp. He said he had become con-
vinced from neurological studies that 
shrimp lack the capacity to experience 
pain. He would probably eat scallops 
and oysters, too, “if I liked them.”

Toward the end of the interview, 
McMahan was asked about philosophers 
who continue to eat meat despite accept-
ing the moral logic of vegetarianism. He 
quoted a bumper sticker he had seen: 
“Philosophers eat meat apologetically.”

T owarD tHe enD of his Se-
wanee stay, McMahan and I 
met for a chat in one of the 
listening rooms in duPont 

Library’s Ralston Music Listening Li-
brary. I had been shadowing him off and 
on for a couple of days, and I had been 
struck by the generosity with which he 
approached even the most naïve ques-
tions and how deeply engaged he seemed 
in trying to live an examined life. I won-
dered if he ever just kicked back, and I 
asked him straight out, “What do you do 
when you’re not doing philosophy?”

“Nowadays not much. My work 
kind of takes up my whole life. And it’s 
because the demands of the position are 
just so heavy.” 

The conversation rambled around 
for a couple of hours, wandering into 
cul de sacs then veering off in other di-
rections. But the talk finally came down 

to this: how to live as a moral agent in a 
world full of suffering.

“To what extent,” I asked, “does one 
have the obligation to actively go out into 
the world to alleviate suffering?”

“That’s a major issue in contempo-
rary moral philosophy, with Peter Singer 
being the figurehead of the movement 
that now calls itself the effective altruism 
movement, which claims that the rea-
sons we have to do these things are very 
strong, and very demanding. ...

“The argument,” he says, “began 
with a very simple thought experiment. 
You’re walking along and there’s a pond, 
and you see a child drowning; and it’s 
going to cost you something to reach 
in and pull the child out, you’ve got 
on a very expensive suit, and it’s going 

to damage your fine suit. But, Singer 
says, everybody believes you ought to 
go in and save this child’s life at cost to 
yourself. 

“And he points out, well, those 
children are everywhere. They’re just all 
over the place, and we can save them at 
some cost to ourselves. And it doesn’t 
matter whether the child is right near to 
us or far away. That doesn’t affect our 
moral reasons.

“There is a very active debate among 
moral and political philosophers now 
about the extent of our duties to aid 
those who are substantially worse off 
than we are, given that the world is very 
different now from the way that it was 
100 or 150 years ago, in that we now 

have the resources as individuals to save 
people’s lives in far-distant places with-
out great sacrifice to ourselves.”

Could it be, I asked him, that the 
real question is how much sacrifice is 
required? That is, when do we reach the 
limit of what’s required of us?

“Well, I think that I don’t know a 
good answer to that. One of the things 
that people will keep coming back to 
is Peter Singer’s drowning child in the 
pond case. To get where I’m going, I’ve 
got to go past a lot of ponds, and there’s 
a drowning child in every one of them. 
And now I’ve already saved 10 or 20, 
and I’ve made huge sacrifices in each 
case. ... Every time I’m getting worse 
and worse off by a certain amount, in 
some way or other. And yet, here’s the 

next one. And the amount of sacrifice 
that I need to make to save this next 
child is tiny in comparison to what this 
child will lose if I don’t save him. That’s 
going to be the kind of argument that 
the effective altruists are going to make. 
Any stopping point is going to mean that 
you’re still failing to make a tiny sacrifice 
to save a life. It doesn’t matter how much 
you’ve already sacrificed.”

So, I asked, all that past effort 
doesn’t give you a pass? 

“Yeah,” he said. “It’s not as if once 
you accumulate enough brownie points, 
you’re done.”

“If we don’t destroy ourselves first, we will evolve morally to look back on 
how we treated animals with horror.”
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Eric Keen is working 
hard to fight a nearly 
irresistible urge.

On this July morning, Keen is 
piloting the 37-foot sailboat he has 
christened the Bangarang on a scientific 
mission, navigating a precise transect to 
collect vital oceanographic data in Brit-
ish Columbia’s Squally Channel, when 
the first shiny black dorsal fin breaks 

the surface of the water in the distance. 
Killer whales are a relatively rare sight 
even here, and the devoted whale enthu-
siast desperately wants to give chase. But 
he knows the whales could easily outpace 
the boat, and a fruitless pursuit would 
take precious time away from a transect 
that has, thus far, been blessed with fair 
weather and relatively flat seas. Then 
the whales surface again, closer than he 
expected.

“Let’s get the cameras!” Keen shouts 

to his makeshift crew of friends and 
volunteers, pointing the bow toward the 
whales. “Emily, watch the course. I’ll set 
the hydrophone.” Pushing the boat to 
keep up, the crew follows the pod to a 
pair of islets where a colony of harbor 
seals lingers, tantalizingly, just out of the 
whales’ reach. 

Thrilled by the prospect of witness-
ing a killer whale hunt up close, crew-
members begin taking identification 
photos of the whales before they notice 

Text by Will Bostwick, C’10  •  Photos by Luke Padgett, C’07

WORSHIPPER
THE WHALE

In science and in life, Eric Keen, C’08, plots his own course.

Humpback whales breathe deeply between gulps of food, preparing for another dive between the steep walls of Verney Passage in waters nearly 1,000 
feet deep. More than 20 animals surrounded the Bangarang for an autumnal feast while onboard instruments recorded their echoing voices underwater.



It’s not always wet in the Great Bear Rainforest, but even 
sunny days can be brisk when wind fills the jib sail on 
board the Bangarang. The vessel has become Eric Keen’s 
true home during years of outfitting and research.
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a young female orca shouldering one of 
the islets. They suspect she’s playing a 
role in a coordinated hunting maneuver. 
But as the tide ebbs, Keen and his crew 
begin to consider that this whale might 
actually be stranded.

Now what?

T
he Great Bear Rainforest, carved 
into a series of islands in northern 
British Columbia by 
deep channels of seawater 

comprising the Kitimat fjord 
system, has been dubbed by 
National Geographic “the wild-
est place in North America.” 
This is where Eric Keen, 
C’08, stands spraddle-legged 
at the helm of the Banga-
rang—spraddle-legged because 
he’s six feet, seven inches tall 
and can’t properly stand in 
the covered cockpit of the 
Bangarang.

Keen, who was first introduced to 
the area in 2010 by whale researchers 
and nonprofit directors Janie Wray and 
Hermann Meuter, is conducting visual 
and acoustic surveys, and taking oceanic 
samples and measurements that will 
result in a comprehensive portrait of the 
marine ecosystem. A Ph.D. candidate 
at the Scripps Institution of Oceanog-
raphy, Keen spends his summers here, 

trying to understand this vibrant ecosys-
tem, particularly the humpback, fin, and 
orca whales that live and feed here.

As the International Union of 
Geological Sciences ponders whether to 
officially signify humans’ impact on geo-
logical history by labeling this period the 
Anthropocene; as political, economic, 
and scientific discussions increas-
ingly center around humans’ role in the 

environment and the proper 
use of natural resources; and, 
more and more, as people 
who know and love remote 
and wild places cluster in cit-
ies, Keen has devoted himself 
to a research project in an 
exceptionally wild place. It 
also happens to be a wild place 
that has been approved as 
the route by which previously 
untapped oil sands will make 
their way to international 
markets.

WORSHIPPERTHE WHALE

“Whales are the biological ultimate, the closest you can come in the 
biosphere to the almighty. Working closely with whales in the field 

has all the qualities of a religious experience.”

The plankton preservation station is one of the custom instrument assem-
blies created by Keen to gather oceanographic data quickly and efficiently, 
turning the sailboat into a science utility vehicle.
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Keen brings with him a rotating 
crew of volunteers, and works with the 
tight-knit community in the area to bet-
ter understand the complex and color-
ful ecology of the region before heavy 
industry becomes a regular variable.

K
een’s study area is contained 
entirely within the traditional 
territory of the Gitga’at First Na-
tion, who have lived in the area for 

hundreds of years. Several oil and gas 
shipping projects that could affect the 
area are in various stages of approval, but 
the project garnering the most adamant 
opposition, which has been provisionally 
approved, is run by Enbridge, Inc., and 
plans to pipe bitumen crude oil, extract-
ed from Alberta oil sands, through the 
Northern Gateway Pipeline to Kitimat, 
a small community at the head of the 
eponymous fjord system. From there, 

the oil will be loaded onto supertankers 
and shipped all over the world through 
the narrow and labyrinthine channels 
of this unique ecosystem. Many see it as 
Canada’s chance to be a major part of 
the global oil economy. 

The shipping projects are gearing 
up just as whales are repopulating these 
waters. Whale populations worldwide 
were diminishing precipitously when 
the International Whaling Commis-
sion declared a moratorium on com-
mercial whaling in 1982. Before that, in 
1972, the Canadian government halted 
all commercial whaling operations 
launched from Canadian ports. 

When Wray and Meuter moved to 
the Great Bear to start the North Coast 
Cetacean Society (NCCS) in 2001, the 
region was known primarily as an orca 
habitat, and there were only occasional 
humpback whale sightings (humpbacks 

were among the populations hit par-
ticularly hard by commercial whaling 
in British Columbia). NCCS has since 
documented a thorough resurgence of 
humpback whales. The first two months 
of last summer, the Bangarang alone iden-
tified more than 80 individual hump-
backs; some were seen more than 10 
times. NCCS and the Bangarang have now 
identified more than 360 individual 
humpbacks in the area.

Even more surprisingly, in 2006, 
NCCS spotted a fin whale. Fin whales, 
which are the second largest mammals 
in the world, are almost never seen in 
inland waters, and are endangered by 
U.S. classification. Every summer since 
2006, fin whale numbers have increased 
in the fjord system. This is the only 
place on earth where one can identify an 
individual fin whale from land. NCCS 
and the Bangarang have identified more 

Safe harbors in the outer fjords are sprinkled with tiny islands. While the Bangarang lies at anchor, daily tides uncover hundreds of square miles of 
rocky shoreline that provide an endless scavenger hunt for strange and wonderful creatures.
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than 60 individuals in the area.
Among large whales, fin whales are 

the species most often reported as struck 
by vessels. With the proposed ship-
ping traffic in these confined channels, 
many are concerned that this recovering 
inland population of fin whales will be at 
further risk. There is also concern that 
ship noise affects crucial acoustic capaci-
ties of these whales. The potential for 
spills, ship strikes, and underwater noise 
all add to general unease about intro-
ducing heavy industry into this relatively 
undisturbed inland ecosystem.

Keen witnessed all of these factors 
in his time volunteering for NCCS. In 
2010, he visited an out-station main-
tained by NCCS on an island on the 
outside reaches of the fjord system, 
where a young researcher named James 
Pilkington was conducting visual and 

acoustic land-based surveys. Keen pub-
lished a paper in which he wrote admir-
ingly of Pilkington’s dogged work ethic, 
his devotion to the ecological communi-
ty and his steadfast efforts to prevent the 
proposed shipping developments. “He 
puts all of himself toward the project,” 
Keen wrote. Now, a few years later, the 
same words describe Keen perfectly.

K
een paces the deck of the Bangarang, 
trying to decide when it’s appro-
priate to set off alarm bells.

On the one hand, he doesn’t 
want collaborators to drop everything 
and hurry to the site, just to find that the 
whale was never really in danger. On the 
other hand, he doesn’t want the whale to 
suffer needlessly.

When the young killer whale hap-
lessly raises its tail out of the water, 

unable to propel its body forward, Keen 
knows it’s stranded. He tries to contact 
Wray, Meuter, and the Giga’at, but can’t 
reach anyone by radio. He then thinks 
to contact the Canadian Coast Guard, 
which has a much more wide-reaching 
radio frequency.

Keen explains the situation and 
tells the Coast Guard who needs to be 
alerted. The Coast Guard reaches Wray 
and Meuter on their boat, the Sofia, and 
they immediately head for the islets.

Using their satellite phone, Meu-
ter contacts colleagues at the Canada 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
(DFO), seeking proper protocol for 
a whale stranding. DFO says it’s most 
important to keep the whale wet, and as 
calm as possible.

Individual whales can be identified by patterns or scars on their flukes. Each night, Keen and his collaborators pore over photos from the day using a 
catalog of known individuals to sort out who’s who. Officially, each whale is known by its catalog number, but there are many whales in the Great Bear 
Fjordland who bear the names of well-known Sewanee residents.
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WORSHIPPERTHE WHALE

A
t Sewanee, Keen double-majored 
in religion and ecology while lead-
ing extracurriculars as various as 
the Contra Dance Club, the Ping 

Pong Club, and the Natural History 
Society. Anyone who knows him knows 
he’s not just hard-working, ambitious 
and energetic, he’s also creative, quirky, 
and morally inquisitive. At the same 
time he was teaching himself advanced 
physics in a fire tower on the north rim 
of the Grand Canyon one summer, he 
was writing and recording an album of 
whale-themed children’s music, which is 
now available on iTunes.  

The Sewanee experience that most 
helped shape Keen’s current project 
was the time he spent 
in the Island Ecol-
ogy Program on St. 
Catherines Island, 
Ga. The program is an 
interdisciplinary field 
study emphasizing the 
interdependence of 
the island ecosystem. 
Keen says the 35 days 
on the remote bar-
rier island “lit a fire 
in him,” and that fiery 
enthusiasm came to 
define him. Both on 
the Domain and in 
field excursions off 
campus, Keen found 
that a daily connection 

to his environment sustained him.
I remember taking a Religious 

Environmentalism class with Keen that 
seemed designed just for him. He says 
that even then he didn’t see much differ-
ence between the study of religion and 
ecology. “They both have to do with the 
connectedness of lives and place,” he 
says. “Both seek a farsighted, nuanced 
view of life and its consequences, and 
both of them say ‘There’s a lot we don’t 
understand, but how do we press on and 
do good work?’”  

The semester we took Religious 
Environmentalism, Keen was feeling the 
growing pains typical of college students, 
and poured himself into schoolwork for 

relief. Each student in the class was to 
complete a semester-long project rel-
evant to the class’s subject, and which ad-
dressed a community need. Our profes-
sor, Sid Brown, in her grace, had Keen 
abandon his planned semester project, 
and focus on simply sitting still for an 
hour a day. He couldn’t do it. There was 
too much to do, and not enough time.

I
n 2011, Keen wrote an essay called 
“The Case for Deifying the Blue 
Whale.” It is a funny and engag-
ing piece that is partly serious about 

exalting the blue whale, and completely 
serious about the value of religious 
dedication and the wonder of nature 

engendered by her 
largest creature. 
“Whales are the bio-
logical ultimate, the 
closest you can come 
in the biosphere to 
the almighty,” he 
says now. “Working 
closely with whales in 
the field has all the 
qualities of a reli-
gious experience.”

An example 
of such an experi-
ence, which Keen 
documented in an 
essay he published in 
2011, highlights one 
more compelling 

“Oceanographic projects are typically large, expensive, and 
complex. For logistical reasons, a student project is typically tacked 
onto some other ongoing research project. Eric’s project is unique 
in being entirely self-conceived, self-directed and independent of 

any other ongoing projects.”

A cold, clear night in the Southeastern corner of the Bangarang study area brings the aurora 
borealis to life above Princess Royal Island.



22 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • WINTER 2016

WORSHIPPERTHE WHALE

element of this fjord system. This place, 
specifically Caamaño Sound on the 
southern limit of his study area, is the 
regular feeding ground for a group of 
bubble-net-feeding humpback whales. 
After witnessing bubble-net feeding 
here for the first time, Keen, in a rush 
of inspiration, stayed up all night and 
drafted an account of the experience as 
full of as many superlatives and inef-
fables as the blue whale essay. 

Bubble-net feeding occurs after 
humpbacks have fasted all winter and 
migrated on empty stomachs to their 
feeding areas. In an act of jaw-dropping 
coordination, the whales dive down and 
spiral up, periodically casting nets of 
bubbles around schooling fish. All this 
time, some whale or some combination 
of whales in the 
group is issuing 
a call that can 
be heard rever-
berating in the 
gunwales of a boat 
and can strike 
a listener as the 
agonized wail of 
a deeply feeling 
creature. After 
the call reaches its 
deepest and most 
constant note, 
there is a mo-
ment of haunting 

silence, then the whales break the surface 
in gluttonous triumph.  

The bubble-net-feeding hump-
backs, the sleek and elusive fin whales, 
the chattering and ominous orcas are 
all magnificent and puzzling. Keen 
found that these whales posed questions 
he wanted to try to answer. He felt that 
here there was a community of people 
who would support him, and that, if he 
succeeded, his project would benefit the 
community. “I needed to find some-
thing that forced me to grow and incor-
porate that old flame into a more mature 
way of participating and contributing in 
the world,” he says.

Keen mentions a moment in 2012 
after he had finished his first year at 
Scripps, when he was volunteering with 

NCCS for a second summer, in which 
everything he had been restlessly turning 
over in his mind for the last several years 
suddenly seemed to cohere and stand as 
a kind of imperative: This area needs an 
ecologist.

Keen saw that his background in 
ecology, his skill for planning and lo-
gistics, and his commitment to the area 
could come together in a dissertation 
research project that would detail the 
ecological status of the area before any 
impending oil and gas shipping begins. 
After consulting with Wray, Meuter, 
and Gitga’at leaders, Keen felt he had 
found the thing that could simultane-
ously drive him and benefit from his 
drive. All of the energy and restlessness 
that prevented him from sitting still 

for that Religious 
Environmentalism 
project propelled 
him to complete 
all the tasks on the 
poster-sized to-do 
lists he wrote out 
and folded up into 
his pocket every 
day in preparation 
for the project. 

There are 
devoted whale 
researchers in the 
area; Canada’s 
Department of 

In the waters running like veins through this territory, there’s 
Keen, affixed to the mast of the Bangarang, looking, recording, and 
pondering. He’s trying to make sense of something he knows he’ll 

never fully understand, but he believes it’s meaningful work.

Zooplankton are essential to the ocean’s biggest ecological patterns. Tiny copepods like these are 
eaten by larger, shrimp-like krill, a favorite food of whales. Though the animals are less than 1 millime-
ter in length, researcher Katie Qualls tries to get as close to them as possible.
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Fisheries and Oceans conducts surveys 
in the area; the Gitga’at have a science 
team focused on fisheries and steward-
ship, but no one has set out to collect 
baseline ecological data, focused on the 
interconnectedness of the marine eco-
system, accounting for everything from 
oceanic features to seabird population 
densities. To someone other than Keen, 
the hurdles might have seemed insur-
mountable: Buy a boat and maintain 
it, learn to sail, learn to code, code a 
seamless data-entry software and manage 
a team of volunteers, to say nothing of 
the other demands on a Ph.D. student at 
a highly competitive research institution. 
To do this, Keen says, he relied heavily 
on many people, especially his father, 
who had many of the skills he needed to 
learn. 

“Eric’s proposed dissertation 
project was by far the most ambitious 
of any of my students,” says Jay Barlow, 
Keen’s adviser, who is one of the coun-
try’s leading marine mammal experts. 
“Oceanographic projects are typically 
large, expensive, and complex. For 
logistical reasons, a student project is 
typically tacked onto some other ongo-
ing research project. Eric’s project is 
unique in being entirely self-conceived, 
self-directed, and independent of my 
work and any other ongoing projects at 
Scripps.”

K
een designed a structure for daily 
surveys on the Bangarang based on 
a combination of his experience 
at NCCS and his study of field 

research methods. On my first full day 

in the study area, we began the first 
audio-visual transect of the 2015 season 
at 4:45 a.m., sun just up. On our way 
to South Squally Channel, over coffee, 
Keen gave instructions on how to report 
sightings, and a brief tutorial on bearing 
and reticle readings. The transect zigzags 
up or down a channel between estab-
lished points. The transects are punctu-
ated by stations, where we take oceano-
graphic measurements with the CTD (a 
sophisticated instrument that takes and 
stores readings on water features like 
salinity, temperature, chlorophyll levels, 
etc.), do a Secchi disk reading (which 
measures the turbidity of the water) and 
a zooplankton tow (which captures a 
sample of the small organisms that feed 
much of the ecosystem).

Crew rotates from stern to port-

The Bangarang is remarkably self-contained. It’s like a floating RV, capable of supporting research for weeks at a time in a vast and remote landscape 
with very little human settlement. Keen never gets tired of spotting migratory birds from the bow.



24 • SEWANEE MAGAZINE • WINTER 2016

side observation to starboard-side 
observation. There is an observation 
platform built beneath the mast, and 
observers literally strap themselves to 
the mast like Ahab and Odysseus before 
them. The crewmember at stern enters 
data that observers report to them over a 
radio, while monitoring the autopilot’s 
course, and occasionally making turns 
or adjustments to course to avoid debris.

“The most impressive thing about 
Eric’s research is how much he is doing 
by himself,” says Barlow. “His research 
project includes components of physical 
oceanography, plankton, acoustic back-
scatter, whale surveys, seabird surveys, 
and whale behavioral studies. Normally, 
we have a whole team of researchers 
when we try to accomplish this level of 
diverse sampling. And, we normally have 
a large research vessel run by a profes-
sional staff of mariners. Eric is accom-
plishing all of this research sampling 
while captaining his own vessel. It’s truly 
amazing.”

As smooth and efficient as Keen’s 
operation is now, it took time and facing 
serious setbacks to get there. His first 
study season, 2013, was 
characterized by engine 
trouble, the opera-
tional shortcomings of 
a 30-year-old boat, 
and significant learn-
ing experiences in every 
respect. Season two was 
stymied by an engine 
replacement that resulted 
in legal action and set 
the study efforts back by 
several months. Keen 
felt he had let down the 
people who had given 
their time and money to 
support him. Though 
deflated, he persisted, 
and the 2015 season is 

the glowing representation of that. 
David Haskell, Keen’s academic 

adviser at Sewanee who remains a trusted 
adviser to him, says an echo of Keen’s 
time at Sewanee is his insistence on 
bringing people with him as he under-
takes these big projects. “I don’t think 
he’s quite aware of that,” Haskell says. 
Keen could have pursued a smaller-scale 
project, and involved fewer people. If 
he had, he wouldn’t have had to worry as 
much about letting people down. But as 
he feeds his curiosity, marvels at natu-
ral beauty, and provides a service to a 
community, those he has involved get to 
share that, too.

Knowingly or not, Keen is dem-
onstrating the scale of things one can 
accomplish. He has created his own 
small community on the Bangarang, and 
has introduced his friends and volun-
teers to the people, fjords, and whales 
of northern British Columbia. Will 
Harper, C’08, who met Eric when they 
were students at Sewanee and remains a 
close friend says, “From dry land, Eric’s 
experience on the Bangarang looks like a 
wild celebration of life, of the idea that 

we only get to do this once and so we 
should seek adventures that make our 
heart quicken.” 

Katie Qualls, C’12, another close 
Sewanee friend of Keen’s, has volun-
teered on the Bangarang all three research 
seasons, and has spent three summers 
volunteering with Wray and Meuter. 
She first came to the area after hear-
ing about it from Keen, and, when 
she heard Keen would need a master’s 
student to analyze his zooplankton 
samples from the study area, she applied 
and was admitted to a graduate program 
in zooplankton ecology at Oregon State 
University, where Keen had previously 
found a professor eager to advise a 
student analyzing his samples. After she 
finishes analyzing the data Keen needs 
for his dissertation, Qualls plans to 
partner with the Gitga’at to launch her 
own thesis project focused on the tiny 
organisms the whales travel so far to 
feed on.

“After all is said and done, Eric is a 
son of Sewanee,” says Geology Professor 
Bran Potter. Having had a healthy dose 
of things like hard, meaningful work, 

the beauty of nature, and 
a community that looks 
after one another, Keen 
knew he needed to find 
it again. This project is 
propelled by exactly the 
values that propelled 
him at Sewanee, and he 
has found a community 
where those values fit.

“He’s done every-
thing the right way, when 
it comes to being in 
Gitga’at territory,” says 
Janie Wray. “He’s shown 
so much respect for the 
entire community, and 
he gets how this commu-
nity works.”

WORSHIPPERTHE WHALE

Katie Qualls, C’12, has been involved in Keen’s science effort since the very first 
research season in the fjords, and is currently conducting research for her master’s 
degree using data and specimens collected aboard the Bangarang.
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W
hen the other boats arrive 
around the islets where the orca 
is stranded, Keen goes ashore 
with Meuter, Wray, and several 

members of the Hartley Bay community. 
The response team works with buckets 
and bedsheets, taken off the beds on the 
Bangarang, to keep the whale wet and cool.

Always improvising, Keen thinks to 
connect a hose to a water pump, and de-
vises a mechanism for keeping a constant 
flow of water on the whale. The team 
keeps at it for six hours.

Keen suggests the crew still on the 
Bangarang use whatever supplies are avail-
able to make lunch for everyone gath-
ered there. As the rising tide reaches the 
whale’s flanks, a group of schoolchildren 
from Hartley Bay arrive with Cam Hill, 
the school’s principal. 

Keen, never missing an oppor-
tunity for data, is ferried back to the 
Bangarang to deploy the hydrophone. If 

Stars wheel at moonset with the Bangarang at anchor beneath a flotilla of swift-moving clouds.

you listen to the recording, you can hear 
cheers after the whale has freed itself 
and resurfaces away from the danger 
posed by shallow rocks. Everyone is 
thrilled and exhausted. The story will 
later make news all over Canada and the 
United States. Meuter, laconic in work, 
is effusive in celebration. Keen, deeply 
grateful for the community effort and 
awestruck by the encounter, still worries 
over the lost day of research.

I
n a speech delivered to the joint 
review panel tasked by the Canadian 
government with reviewing Enbridge’s 
proposal to build the Northern 

Gateway pipeline and bring supertank-
ers through the fjords the Gitga’at call 
home, Cam Hill, 
the Hartley Bay 
school principal 
and Gitga’at band 
council member 

says, “Our territory is everything to 
us. Our unfettered use of the territory 
defines who we are as a people. It is our 
source of food, it is our school, it’s our 
church, it’s our playground, it’s our 
history, and it’s our livelihood. It is our 
only future. We as Gitga’at cannot exist 
without it.” 

And in the waters running like veins 
through this territory, there’s Keen, 
affixed to the mast of the Bangarang, look-
ing, recording, and pondering. He’s 
trying to make sense of something he 
knows he’ll never fully understand, but 
he believes it’s meaningful work. And 
seeing him there, knowing him, you 
believe it too.

TOUR THE BANGARANG
Eric Keen hosts a tour of the Bangarang in a video by Luke Padgett 
at www.vimeo.com/lukepadgett/bangarang-tour.
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T H E O L O G I A

EACH SUMMER, clergy seeking advanced degrees in 
ministry travel to Sewanee for three weeks of inten-
sive study and reflection in the School of Theology’s 
Advanced Degrees Program. While most advanced 

degree programs focus on parish life and experience, a context 
in which many attendees already serve, Sewanee offers some-
thing unique. “We are thinking more broadly and have an 
expansive vision of what the church can be,” says Benjamin 
King, director of the School of Theology’s Advanced Degrees 
Program. He believes one reason people pursue a doctor of 
ministry degree is to get a fresh perspective and recharge their 
batteries. “If all a program offers is more of the same, how are 
they going to achieve either of those goals?” he asks.

Under King’s leadership, Sewanee has expanded its vision 
for the program. Summer 2015 brought 19 new students from 
around the world, including the Rt. Rev. James White, bishop 
of Auckland, New Zealand. According to King, the vision 
for the future of the program includes a continued increase 
in participation of “Anglican 
Communion students who 
help to enrich our common 
experience.” 

Another aspect of the ADP 
vision involves broadening the 
topics of instruction through 
the strong network of profes-
sors already at Sewanee and 
bringing in professors from 
some of the most prestigious 
theological schools in the 
world. Visiting professors hail 
from Oxford, Harvard, Emory, 
and Duke. Last summer, 
Sewanee hosted Dr. Charles 
M. Stang, professor of early 
Christian thought at Harvard 
Divinity School, and Don E. 
Saliers, William R. Cannon 
Distinguished Professor of 
Theology and Worship emeri-
tus at Emory’s Candler School 
of Theology.

With the arrival of the Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander as dean 
of the School of Theology, an increased emphasis was given to 
liturgy, which resulted in the creation of the doctor of ministry 
in liturgy. Instructors have included Jim Turrell, Norma and 
Olan Mills Prof of Divinity and associate dean for academic 
affairs, and Melissa Hartley, associate University chaplain, who 
explored the ritualization of relationships through the explo-
ration of foundational issues in gender and sexuality.

Amy-Jill Levine came from Vanderbilt Divinity School to 
explore the writings of the Apostle Paul. Together with William 
Brosend, professor of homiletics and head of the preaching 
program, they discussed methods for preaching the writings 
of Paul in light of current scholarship. The Rt. Rev. G. Porter 
Taylor, bishop of the Diocese of Western North Carolina, 
will be joining the 2016 summer faculty by leading a course 
entitled “The Art of Preaching: Using Fiction and Poetry in 
Sermons.” The Rev. Martin L. Smith will teach a course on 
ways priests can facilitate and intensify a deeper engagement 

(Even) Higher Education
The School of Theology’s Advanced Degrees Program offers clergy fresh 
perspectives and renewed energy.

By Cameron O’Riley, T’16

Dr. Gregory Ellison III takes time during his class to explain how people can engage in fearless dialogues with others.
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with the revelatory symbols of Scripture in their preaching.
In response to contemporary issues, such as environmen-

tal ethics, the School of Theology offers courses that provide 
biblically grounded and theologically responsible responses to 
today’s concerns. Rebecca Wright, the C.K. Benedict Profes-
sor of Old Testament, provided instruction in 2015 about 
the concept of “enough” in the Old Testament. Dr. Andrew 
Thompson, the School’s post-doctoral fellow in environmen-
tal ethics, will be teaching an Introduction to Environmental 

Ethics in 2016. Benjamin King and Robert MacSwain will 
examine the writings of contemporary Anglican theologians 
David Brown, Sarah Coakley, David F. Ford, John Milbank, 
Mark McIntosh, Kathryn Tanner, Rowan Williams, and oth-
ers to discover distinctions as well as commonalities in their 
works.

Last summer, Rob Brown, rector of St. Matthew’s Epis-
copal Church in Spartanburg, S.C., says that he came to the 
ADP program at Sewanee “looking for something hands-on 
versus theoretical.” He found just that in a class on fearless 
dialogues taught by Gregory Ellison III, the author of Cut Dead 
But Still Alive: Caring for African American Young Men, and the associate 
professor of pastoral care and counseling at Emory University.

Ellison’s expanded vision of pastoral theology was born 
out of numerous experiences. Early influences include his 
parent’s engagement in the Civil Rights Movement in Atlanta, 
Ga., and the death of his best friend who was shot and killed in 
high school. Ellison recalls when the lottery came to Georgia 
in 1992. The original idea for the lottery’s surplus money was 
that it would go to state schools to be used for improvements. 
While other schools were buying computers with their monies, 
Ellison says his school bought metal detectors and bars for the 
windows. Add to that the occasional lockdown of the school 

with search dogs running the halls, and Ellison realized that 
“they were preparing us for prison, not for college.”

Ellison went to Emory University and then Princeton 
seeking to learn more about prejudice and to find a way of 
understanding his own sense of invisibility. His efforts eventu-
ally culminated in the release of his book Cut Dead But Still Alive. 
Ellison says it was serendipity that his book was released about 
eight weeks before the verdict in the George Zimmerman trial 
in Florida, and the book’s popularity seemingly grew over-
night. Through his engagement in conversations with indi-
viduals as well as communities that are divided, Ellison says he 
“began to realize feeling unheard, voiceless, and unseen, is not 
just a black issue—it is a human issue.”

Ellison is the co-founder of Fearless Dialogues, a grass-
roots community empowerment initiative. He says that “Once 
you see, you cannot not see. You have an awareness of the 
other.” Ellison often tells the story of when he was five years 
old sitting on the porch with his Aunt Dotty. Seemingly out 
of nowhere he asked her “Aunt Dotty, how can I change the 
world?” Her response was sincere and insightful. “I don’t 
know how to change the world, but you can change the three 
feet around you.”

Ellison now calls for people to engage in fearless dialogues 
with those whom they encounter within three feet of them-
selves. He does so by extending a three-foot challenge. He 
asks them to interact with three people within their three feet 
within the next three days by engaging in heartfelt conversa-
tion and exercising compassionate grace through seeing and 
listening.

The day before ADP 2015 concluded, the shootings oc-
curred at Emanuel AME Church in Charleston. The next day, 
Brown returned to South Carolina but headed to Charleston 
before going home. The people there had decided to form a 
“Unity Bridge” beginning in Mount Pleasant extending over 
the Ravenel Bridge as a symbol of unity, peace, and prayer. 
Only a few thousand people were expected, but according 
to reports, 25,000 showed up. They began the march with 
prayer, observing nine minutes of silence, one minute for 
each of the victims. Brown was fully expecting anger from 
the Charleston crowd, but he witnessed just the opposite. In 
watching the people, Brown recalls, “I saw what Ellison was 
talking about—the power of being aware, listening, and caring.”

“Aunt Dotty, how can I change the 

world?” Her response was sincere 

and insightful. “I don’t know how 

to change the world, but you can 

change the three feet around you.”
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A D V A N C I N G  S E W A N E E

INSIDE THE TENNESSEE WILLIAMS CENTER, 
Hunter Woolwine, C’16, is leading a tour for members of 
the Class of 1965 during their 50th Reunion. Woolwine 
is engaging, and the alumni are impressed by the facil-

ity. “I had no idea this was here,” one says. “We certainly didn’t 
have anything this impressive when I was here.” Woolwine leads 
the group through the labyrinth, showing costuming rooms, 
set construction and design space, and the impressive studio 
theatre, reportedly the very first computer-assisted theatre 
design laboratory at a college in the United States.

When Woolwine graduates, he will not only have had the 
opportunity to act in and direct 
shows and learn design produc-
tion in a state-of-the-art facility, 
he will also have built additional 
practical experience through 
summer internships. “Hunter has 
had two internships, actually,” says 
John Marshall, C’07, technical 
director of the Tennessee Williams 
Center. “One summer, he did an 
internship with Ensworth Acade-
my’s theatre program in Nashville, 
and then last summer he did a 
pre-professional paid internship.”

Those internship opportuni-
ties are key educational assets that 
are of particular interest to the 
Class of 1965, which has raised nearly $400,000 in gifts and 
pledges for new endowment that will provide stipends to stu-
dents who secure an otherwise-unpaid internship during their 
time at Sewanee. Last year, Sewanee supported an impressive 
213 students by providing such stipends.

“Internships are a great way to validate future career 
plans,” says Kim Heitzenrater, C’89, director of Career and 
Leadership Services. “An internship can be an invaluable 
experience for a student whether or not they have a good expe-
rience. A good experience obviously gives you encouragement 
that your career preparation is on the right path. But some-
times it may be even more important to learn something that 
suggests you readjust or try something new. 

“In addition to the learning experience, an internship is 

also a credential: More and more employers expect graduates 
to have that kind of practical experience.”

The success of the Class of 1965’s fundraising effort is due 
to broad participation by the class in this reunion project. J.F. 
Bryan, C’65, made a lead gift for the project, a gift he made 
as a challenge to his classmates. Bryan is deeply interested in 
great outcomes for Sewanee students and in making sure that 
students are exposed to positive models for considering careers 
in business. 

“The only contact I ever had with a businessperson at 
Sewanee was with the beer distributor in Tullahoma when I was 

buying beer for Sigma Nu par-
ties,” Bryan says with a laugh. “It 
seemed like students at Sewanee 
were preparing to be doctors, 
lawyers, priests, and professors, 
but not many were preparing for 
business.”

To alter that balance, Bryan 
has been a key supporter of the 
Babson Center for Global Com-
merce and the business minor. He 
established the Bryan Viewpoints 
Series, a lecture series sponsored 
by the Babson Center, and he also 
hopes to designate his internship 
funds to students preparing for 
business. 

“What I am trying to do with my support of the Babson 
Center is balance the scales a bit. The Bryan Viewpoints series 
brings successful and accomplished business leaders to cam-
pus, and the internships give students the kind of integrative 
and real-world experience that is necessary for them to succeed 
in business after college.”

Bryan is now bringing vocational experiences to campus 
even more effectively than he brought beer in the early 1960s. 
The result: great outcomes for students in their post-college 
lives. “Sewanee has always been about the spiritual and intel-
lectual development of its students,” he says. “Those goals are 
especially important now. At the same time, we need to be 
about the practical development of students, exposing them 
to good models in the business world, and giving them the 

Building a Bridge to Employment
A 50th reunion gift from the Class of 1965 helps provide professional 
experience for students before graduation.

By Tom Sanders

“Sewanee has always been about the 

spiritual and intellectual development 

of its students. At the same time, we 

need to be about the practical devel-

opment of students … giving them 

the opportunity for practical applica-

tion of their intellectual and spiritual 

capacity in the world of commerce.”
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opportunity for practical application of their intellectual and 
spiritual capacity in the world of commerce.”

Heitzenrater is grateful for the efforts of the Class of 
1965, and she also hopes that others will see the need to 
support internships. “We always need more,” she says. “The 
number of students is growing as is the percentage who want to 
take advantage of this opportunity. With flat funding, we have 
to make some hard choices.”

Heitzenrater also hopes donors will be willing to provide 
flexible funds. “Student interest changes over time,” she says. 
“If we have funding that is restricted to particular endeavors, it 
is difficult to match student interest with donor desires.” Cur-
rently, about half the internships supported by Sewanee come 

Hunter Woolwine, C’16, on the catwalk above the Tennessee Williams Center’s Proctor Hill Theatre. Woolwine has had two summer internships in his 
field of study.

from annual sources—alumni, parents, and other friends who 
provide an internship each year or foundation grants that do 
the same. Another group of students receive funding directly 
from the sponsor in a paid internship. 

The funds provided by the Class of 1965 will support in 
perpetuity five to eight students per year, depending on the 
amount of time students dedicate to the opportunity. Their 
contributions will ensure that students will have a critical ex-
perience for their futures and that students such as Woolwine 
have access to the opportunities on which their careers may turn. 

To learn more about programs for access, value, and op-
portunity, visit give.sewanee.edu
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S P O R T S

IT’S A CHILLY FRIDAY AFTERNOON when Sewanee 
junior swimming student-athlete Emily Gay meets me 
inside the Robert Dobbs Fowler Athletic Center. There, 
Gay sits down for an interview to articulate what it’s like to 

balance academic, athletic, social, and personal responsibilities 
at Sewanee. This will be the first of many trips to the Fowler 
Center for Gay over the next two days. In less than eight hours, 
she and her Tiger teammates will dive into the pool against 
multiple teams during the Sewanee Invitational swim meet.

At first glance, Gay seems like a typical Sewanee student, 
trying to sandwich another obligation between class, labs, lec-
tures, and practice. But as time goes by, I learn that her story is 
anything but average.

As I listen to the Richmond, Va., native speak about her 
weekly routine and balance, she mentions her family.

“I love this University,” says Gay. “Sewanee is a place where 
you really can do everything. It doesn’t limit you to one or two 
activities. With that, the hardest part right now has been being 
nine hours from home.”

On June 17, 2015, Gay’s father, Kent, was diagnosed with 
stage IV lymphoma. With Emily and his family by his side, 
Kent battled through 35 rounds of radiation therapy treat-
ments and three rounds of chemotherapy. 

Three weeks later, the news got worse. Doctors had found 
a stage 1a ovarian cancer tumor on her older sister, Sydney.

Gay’s family has always been strong and healthy. Her father 

When the Tide Rises, Emily Gay Keeps Swimming
Junior student-athlete leads her team, even through troubled waters.

By Clayton Felts, sports information director

Emily Gay leads the Sewanee swim team with top times in the 1,000-yard freestyle, 1,650-yard freestyle, and 200-yard backstroke.
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donned the purple and gold for the Tigers in three sports, as 
a swimmer, cross-country letter-winner, and school record 
holder in track and field. The Class of 1981 graduate still holds 
the Tiger record in the triple jump with a leap of 13.74 meters 
in 1980. Sydney was a four-year swimming letter-winner and 
multiple All-ODAC performer at Washington & Lee while her 
brother, Russell Graham Gay, is currently on the men’s swim-
ming team at Old Dominion.

It was on a trip during Homecoming weekend with her 
father when Gay was in sixth grade that she first fell in love with 
Sewanee. And after being by her family’s side this summer and 
early fall, she returned to the Domain for her junior year.

“I made a com-
mitment to myself, 
my family, my team-
mates, and this Uni-
versity that I would 
continue to persevere 
both as a student and 
as an athlete,” says 
Gay.

Gay has perse-
vered. In fall 2015, 
she not only car-
ried on through her 
family’s struggles, 
but she thrived in 
the pool. Gay cur-
rently leads Sewanee 
with top times in the 
1,000-yard freestyle, 
1,650-yard freestyle, 
and 200-yard backstroke. A multiple event winner, Gay has 
also competed in the 500-yard freestyle, 200-yard individual 
medley, and 400-yard individual medley for the Tigers.

“This summer and fall, when dealing with family health 
issues, she was able to stay focused, and put her energies where 
her family needed them the most,” says longtime Sewanee 
swimming and diving Head Coach Max Obermiller. “No 
matter how hard someone prepares for any event—a competi-
tion, an exam, or a complex life issue—good student-athletes 
know they cannot control the outcome. Only through faith 

and steadfastness can we hope to have a degree of control over 
events.”

Outside the water, Gay has maintained a lively schedule 
that she balances between eight two-hour practices per week, 
her duties as a proctor, studying as a chemistry major, and 
social obligations as a member of Kappa Delta sorority.

“I chose Sewanee over great schools like the University of 
Richmond, Old Dominion, Randolph-Macon, and Davidson 
because it is a place where you can truly be well-rounded,” 
Gay says. “I knew I wanted to go to a small liberal arts college 
where I could do well in math, science, and athletics. Under 
coach Max, Sewanee has given me the opportunity to do both 

as a swimmer and a 
student.”

After she gradu-
ates, Gay hopes to 
take her undergradu-
ate education and use 
it toward a Ph.D. in 
chemical engineer-
ing through a shared 
program at Washing-
ton University in St. 
Louis.

“Through Em-
ily’s strength, our 
team, along with her 
friends and fam-
ily, have recognized 
what it means to be 
optimistic even dur-
ing the most trying 

circumstances,” says Obermiller. “Emily is remarkable. She 
cares so deeply about other people first.”

Those relationships, both in Richmond and in Sewanee, 
have guided Gay the past six months.

“Since both my dad and sister were diagnosed, the out-
pouring of love and support my family has received has been 
remarkable,” she says. “This whole ordeal has brought our 
family closer; all that support has made us stronger.”

“Through Emily’s strength, our team, along 

with her friends and family, have recog-

nized what it means to be optimistic even 

during the most trying circumstances,” 

says Obermiller. “Emily is remarkable. She 

cares so deeply about other people first.”
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1951
Loren B. Mead’s book, The Par-
ish Is the Issue: What I Learned 
and How I Learned It, was 
recently published. As founder 
and president of the Alban In-
stitute at Duke Divinity School, 
Loren helped hundreds of 
churches navigate the treach-
erous waters of congregational 
and cultural change. In his new 
book, he reflects on what he 
learned over five decades of 
ministry and leadership, and 
offers inspiration for a new 
generation of leaders seeking 
to create change. 

1957
Robert Scott and his wife, 
Dale, became active with the 
Wareham Land Trust when they 
retired in 2001, and today they 
continue to contribute to its 
land acquisition and steward-
ship mission. Robert partici-
pates in WLT stewardship and 
land acquisition projects from 
an aesthetic perspective. 
Dale’s primary involvement 
is to educate the Wareham, 
Mass., community in preserv-
ing and protecting forests, 
marshes, and Buzzards Bay. 

1961
W. Scott Welch, a civil trial 
lawyer, has been named to the 
University of Mississippi School 
of Law Alumni Hall of Fame. In 
2014, he was presented with 
the Mississippi Bar’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award, an award 
given to an individual who has 
demonstrated devoted service 
to the public, the profession, 
and the administration of justice 
over the span of a professional 
career.

1965
Mike Martin accepted the 
Philanthropist of the Year 
award on behalf of himself 
and his wife, Joy Martin, from 
the GiveWell Community 

Foundation and the Greater 
Polk County Chapter of the 
Association of Fundraising 
Professionals, during the 
second annual National Philan-
thropy Day awards ceremony 
at Southeastern University in 
Lakeland, Fla. 

1966
James Gipson and his partner 
of 32 years, Bill Strong, were 
united on June 29, 2015, at 
their home after gay unions 
were recognized in Tennessee 
following the historic Supreme 
Court ruling. James invites 
anyone traveling to Sewanee 
and interested in Sewanee 
history from a native’s per-
spective to give him a call at 
931.598.5012. They are still 
asking for donations to the 
Rainbow Fund, as they are 
striving to reach the endowed 
mark of $50,000. They encour-
age donors to send Rainbow 
Fund donations to the Office of 
University Advancement, 735 
University Ave., Sewanee, TN 
37383.

George McDaniel, the driving 
force behind the Drayton Hall 
Preservation Trust in Charles-
ton, S.C., for more than 25 
years, has stepped down as 
director. With George at the 
helm, Drayton Hall became a 
nationally recognized leader 
in historic preservation. He 
expanded its educational 
programming, grew its staff 
and resources, and engineered 
its co-stewardship model with 
the National Trust. In July, 
George transitioned to presi-
dent emeritus, a consultative 
position that advises the DHPT 
board and staff. 

1967
Dan Anderson has published 
his fifth book, The Loves of Cin-
derella. This novel is a modern 
twist on an old fairy tale that 
examines what would happen 
if Cinderella, one of the world’s 

most beloved and iconic char-
acters, lived in the geopolitical 
situation of the 21st century 
rather than the 17th. 

Richard A. Dolbeer recently 
authored a report for the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
that shows that wildlife strike 
reporting for both commercial 
and general aviation airports 
continues to increase. The 
report shows that 47 percent 
of the wildlife strikes that 
occurred from 2009 to 2013 
were reported to the FAA’s Na-
tional Wildlife Strike Database. 
That number is up from 42 per-
cent for the previous reporting 
period of 2004 to 2008.

Travis Moon, partner at Moon 
Wright & Houston in Charlotte, 
N.C., is included in The Best 
Lawyers of 2016.

Peter C. Oleson recently 
published an article in The 
Intelligencer Journal of U.S. 
Intelligence Studies entitled 
“Assessing Edward Snowden: 
Whistleblower, Traitor, or Spy?” 
The Intelligencer is published 
by the Association of Former 
Intelligence Officers (AFIO). 
Peter is also editing an anthol-
ogy entitled The Guide to the 
Study of Intelligence, which will 
be published in 2016.

1968
Mark Armstrong received the 
Ralph O. Claypoole Sr. Memo-
rial Award from the American 
College of Physicians in April 
2015. The award is given to 
an outstanding practitioner 
of internal medicine who has 
devoted his or her career to 
the care of patients.

Ben Walker has published 
a new novel, Children at the 
Gate, which is set in San Fran-
cisco in the ’70s and ’80s. 
The story is about a group of 
young people from various 
backgrounds who are seeking 
meaning and direction during 
the turmoil of the ’70s, which 
includes Watergate, the end of 
the Vietnam War, and the rise 
of black militant groups and 
feminism.

1970
Jack Miller celebrated his 
25th anniversary with his 
husband, Darryl Gossett, in 
Atlanta. The couple were mar-
ried in 2004 on Cape Cod, 
Mass. They also celebrated 
the June 26, 2015, Supreme 
Court ruling that made their 
marriage legal in Georgia and 
all 50 states. Jack continues 
to teach philosophy at the Ben 
Franklin Academy in Atlanta.

W. Scott Welch, C’61, has 
been named to the University 
of Mississippi School of Law 
Alumni Hall of Fame.

M. Clark Spoden, C’77, has 
successfully achieved recerti-
fication as a specialist in Civil 
Trial Advocacy and Civil Pretrial 
Advocacy with the National 
Board of Trial Advocacy.
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Lou Parsons, C’77, Mary Lawrence Hicks, C’80, Josephine Hicks, C’83, and Lindsay Coates, C’81, 
renewed their baptismal vows in the River Jordan during an Episcopal Relief and Development pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land. After posing for this photo, they broke into the Alma Mater and the Sewanee cheer.

Claude Buckley, C’80, is an award-winning artist who has painted a number of portraits of people associated with Sewanee, including South 
Carolina Judge Mikell Scarborough, C’80 (left); and Professor Emeritus Eric Naylor, C’58 (right). The portrait of Naylor was commissioned 
by Sewanee alumni in Chi Psi fraternity.

Jefferson Parker, C’95, was 
named CFO of the Year in the 
large nonprofit category by the 
Triangle Business Journal.
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Keri Elb, C’01, and her hus-
band, Patrick, welcomed their 
second son, Joseph, on April 
20, 2015. He joins big brother 
Samuel, age 2.

1971
Katherine Elberfeld has 
published her first collection of 
short stories, Make Yourselves 
at Home and Other Stories. 
The stories in the collection 
blend grotesque and comic, 
mannered and eccentric, loving 
and vindictive, which may bring 
to readers’ minds the work of 
other Southern women writers, 
like Flannery O’Connor, Carson 
McCullers, and Eudora Welty. 
Katherine’s careers in journal-
ism, freelance writing, and the 
Episcopal priesthood inform 
and inspire her writing. 

1975
John Mackersie continues 
to compete in senior athletic 
events. In July 2015, John 
won a gold medal in the ham-
mer throw in the Minneapolis 
National Senior Games. And 
in July, he won a bronze in the 

shot put and a silver in the 
weight throw in the National 
Masters Track & Field meet in 
Jacksonville.

1977
Lou Parsons, Mary Lawrence 
Hicks, C’80, Josephine Hicks, 
C’83, and Lindsay Coates, 
C’81, renewed their baptis-
mal vows in the River Jordan 
during an Episcopal Relief and 
Development pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land.

M. Clark Spoden has success-
fully achieved recertification 
as a specialist in Civil Trial 
Advocacy and Civil Pretrial 
Advocacy with the National 
Board of Trial Advocacy. Clark 
is part of a growing number 
of trial attorneys who have 
illustrated their commitment to 
bettering the legal profession 
by successfully completing a 
rigorous application process 

KEEP IN TOUCH!
We know exciting things have happened since you left the 
Mountain. Let us know about your new job, promotion, 
marriage or family addition. Send news to: 
 classnotes@sewanee.edu or
 Buck Butler
 Office of Marketing & Communications
 735 University Avenue
 Sewanee, TN 37383-1000

Deadlines and policies Class notes deadlines fall about 
10 weeks before the magazine is published. Sewanee 
magazine’s policy is to publish news after the fact. Please 
let us know about weddings, births, and degrees received 
after they have happened. 

Alumni photograph policies We accept photos of 
Sewanee groups at weddings and other special events. With 
the photo, send the names and class years of all alumni 
pictured; birth date, parents’ names, and class years with 
photos of children; dates and locations of events pictured. 
 Digital and print photos must be clear and of good quality; 
color is preferred. Prints should be on glossy paper with no 
surface texture. Prints will be returned at your request; write 
your name and address on the back.
 Digital photos must be jpegs of at least 300 pixels per 
inch and 4 x 6 in. minimum dimension. Low-resolution 
photos converted to higher resolutions are not acceptable.

Edward F. Harold, C’89, has 
been named the regional 
managing partner of the New 
Orleans and Gulfport offices for 
the national law firm Fisher & 
Phillips.

Ginger Rolfes, C’98, and her husband, Robert, welcomed twins, 
Anne Marie and William Copeland Rolfes, on May 22, 2015. Anne 
Marie and Copeland came home to join their big sister, Geneva, 3 
years old.
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and providing consumers of 
legal services with an objective 
measure by which to choose 
qualified and experienced legal 
counsel.

1980
Claude Buckley is an award-
winning artist who has painted 
a number of portraits of peo-
ple associated with Sewanee, 
including South Carolina 
Judge Mikell Scarborough, 
C’80; Professor Emeritus Eric 
Naylor, C’58, and Thomas 
Tisdale, C’61. The portrait of 
Naylor was commissioned by 
Sewanee alumni in Chi Psi 
fraternity. Buckley is the first 
American citizen to have had 
the honor of painting King Juan 
Carlos I of Spain.

1982
Nancy Parsons recently cel-
ebrated her one-year anniver-
sary as staff chaplain at Texas 
Health Presbyterian Hospital in 
Dallas, Texas.

1984
James E. “Trippe” Cheek III, 
an attorney with Winderweedle, 
Haines, Ward & Woodman 
in Winter Park, Fla., recently 
received recognition as a 2015 
Florida Super Lawyer in the 
area of land use and zoning.

1986
Gregory A. Hearing, an attor-
ney with Thompson, Sizemore, 
Gonzalez & Hearing in Tampa, 
Fla., has joined Florida Trend’s 
2015 Legal Elite Hall of Fame. 
The Legal Elite Hall of Fame 
comprises a distinguished 
group of attorneys who have 
consistently earned high rank-
ings from their peers in the 
annual Legal Elite voting. 

1989
Rip Canon has joined Hon-
eywell Corporation. After 15 

Margaret McIsaac Rankin, C’99, married Robert Fitzhugh Byrd at Gulf Shores West Beach, Fla., on 
March 28, 2015.

Doug Waterman, C’02, and his wife, Jessica, welcomed Jacquelyn Rivers Waterman to the world on 
Sept. 24.
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Lauren Alston Bridges, C’07, is pursuing a doctorate in historical archaeology at the College of William 
& Mary.

Lucy Parham, C’05, married Mickey Campbell in Alta, Utah, in July 2015. Sewanee alumni in atten-
dance: Jay Fisher, C’79; Jenny Parham, C’05; Ben Pursell, C’10, Philip Mize, C’05; Leah Mantini, 
C’05; Andy Mantini, C’05; Skye Gratton, C’05; and John Fisher, C’16.

years in OSHA-related occu-
pational safety work, Rip will 
oversee Honeywell Industrial 
Safety sales solutions in the 
states of Florida and Georgia 
and the island territory of 
Puerto Rico. Rip and his wife, 
Libby, live in Ponte Vedra, Fla., 
with their two sons, Jack, age 
11, and Luke, age 5. 

Edward F. Harold has been 
named the regional managing 
partner of the New Orleans 
and Gulfport offices for the 
national law firm Fisher & 
Phillips.

1991
Rondal Richardson has joined 
Onsite as chief operating of-
ficer. Onsite provides thera-
peutic and personal growth 
workshops and intensives to 
resolve core underlying issues 
keeping individuals, couples, 
and families stuck in dysfunc-
tional patterns. Rondal is a 25-
year veteran of the entertain-
ment industry and a nationally 
known expert in entertainment 
philanthropy. 

1993
Jennifer Katherine Mann 
Austin recently graduated 
from the Education for Ministry 
program through St Michael’s 
Episcopal Church in Austin, 
Texas.

L. Scott Barringer, CPA, re-
cently joined the Birmingham, 
Ala., office of Lovoy, Summer-
ville, & Shelton.

Lloyd M. Kapp Jr. has been 
named medical director for 
BlueChoice HealthPlan of 
South Carolina. Lloyd will 
have substantial involvement 
in strategic issues, such as 
organizational direction, and in 
operational efficiency, including 
clinical performance, quality 
improvement, provider and 
member satisfaction and medi-
cal informatics, among others. 
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1999
Margaret McIsaac Rankin 
married Robert Fitzhugh Byrd 
at Gulf Shores West Beach, 
Fla., on March 28, 2015. The 
wedding was officiated by the 
Rev. Mark Johnston, C’72. 
Other Sewanee alumni in 
attendance were Samantha 
Sutphin Boyle, C’99; Corrie 
Westbrook Mack, C’99; Liz 
Bull Sims, C’95; Philip Sims, 
C’94; and Robert Lee Cole-
man III, C’64. The couple live 
in Greensboro, Ala.

Quentin Watkins and Rebecca 
Campbell, C’02, were married 
in Dallas, Texas, at the Church 
of the Incarnation on Sept. 27, 
2014. 

2001
Keri Elb and her husband, 
Patrick, welcomed their second 
son, Joseph, on April 20, 
2015. He joins big brother 
Samuel, age 2. The family 
resides in Chattanooga, Tenn.

2002
Doug Waterman and his wife, 
Jessica, welcomed Jacquelyn 
Rivers Waterman to the world 
on Sept. 24.

2004
Elizabeth Ivey took a position 
with Kennesaw State Univer-
sity in Georgia in March 2015. 
She is the evening supervisor 
of the Johnson Library on the 
newly incorporated Marietta 
Campus (formerly Southern 
Polytechnic State University).

2005
Lucy Parham married Mickey 
Campbell in Alta, Utah, in July 
2015.

Buck Vicars married Jessica 
Berens in Atlanta, Ga., on May 
9, 2015. Will Murphy, C’10, 
was best man and Will and 

In addition to his duties for 
BlueChoice, he also serves 
as medical director for both 
BlueChoice and BlueCross 
BlueShield of South Carolina’s 
federally facilitated exchange 
products.

1994
Louise Cottingham Harms 
is the director of operations 
services for Cheddar’s 
restaurants.

1995
Burns Jones and Elizabeth 
Jones, C’99, and their sons, 
Wyatt and Crawford, recently 
moved to San Francisco, 
Calif., where Burns serves as 
headmaster for the Cathedral 
School for Boys.

Jefferson Parker was named 
CFO of the Year in the large 
nonprofit category by the 
Triangle Business Journal. Jef-
ferson is chief financial and 
administrative officer of the V 
Foundation for Cancer Re-
search. The V Foundation for 
Cancer Research was founded 
in 1993 by ESPN and the late 
Jim Valvano. Since 1993, the 
foundation has funded more 
than $130 million in cancer 
research grants nationwide.

1998
Rachel Robinson is in Lon-
don for a year in a master’s 
program through New York 
University, studying historical 
and sustainable architecture.

Ginger Rolfes and her hus-
band, Robert, welcomed two 
children to the world on May 
22, 2015. Anne Marie Rolfes 
was born at 12:18 p.m., and 
her little brother, William Cope-
land Rolfes, was born a little 
later at 3:20 p.m. Anne Marie 
and Copeland came home to 
join their big sister, Geneva, 3 
years old.

Chris Brown, C’06, and his 
wife, Meghan, welcomed their 
first child, Jones Griffin Brown, 
on Oct. 4, 2014.

Hunter Brush, C’07, and Jes-
sica Smith Brush, C’08, wel-
comed a son, Charles Monroe 
Brush, on Aug. 6, 2015.

Buck Vicars, C’05, married Jessica Berens in Atlanta, Ga., on 
May 9, 2015.
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years’ experience and who 
practice in Davidson County 
are chosen to participate in 
the Leadership Forum. Through 
the forum, selected attorneys 
have the opportunity to attend 
activities and workshops 
allowing them to hone their 
leadership skills and focus on 
civic and legal issues.

2007
Lauren Alston Bridges is pur-
suing a doctorate in historical 
archaeology at the College of 
William & Mary. She intends to 

Sarah King, both C’08, were in 
attendance. Buck and Jessica 
live in Atlanta. 

2006
Chris Brown and his wife, 
Meghan, welcomed their first 
child, Jones Griffin Brown, on 
Oct. 4, 2014. 

J. Patrick Warfield, an associ-
ate with Burr & Forman, has 
been selected to the 2015-
2016 Nashville Bar Foundation 
Leadership Forum. Each year, 
25 lawyers with three to eight 

Grace King Pratt, C’09, was ordained to the transitional diaconate 
in the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia on June 6, 2015, at the Falls 
Church Episcopal.

John Brooks, C’09, married Laura Hendrickson, C’11, in Highlands, N.C., with many Sewanee friends in attendance. Front row: Wells Tim-
mons, C’11; Adair Hendrickson Ravencraft, C’06; Katherine Izard, C’11; Caitlin McNaughton, C’11; Katherine Stewart, C’11; Liza Ket-
cham, C’11; and Emily Ey, C’11. Middle row: Jordan Hall, C’11; Sarah Hope de Mayo, C’11; Callie Sadler, C’11; Catherine Frampton, 
C’11; Anneka Wisker, C’11; Kate Phinney, C’11; Katelyn Conner, C’10; Rebecca Wren, C’11; Laura Hendrickson Brooks; John Brooks; 
Mary Liz Watson, C’10; Alex Hendrickson, C’13; Sarah Baker, C’11; Hudson Byrd, C’09; Jones Graham, C’13; Chase Spurlock, C’09; 
and Carl Gray, C’09. Back row: Zach Mulligan, C’11; Thomas Avery, C’09; Caroline Carlin, C’11; and Eloise Repeczky, C’11.
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Wilson Bonner, C’09; Robert Lincoln, C’13; and Sam Schneid-
man, C’10, at the top of Mount Whitney, the tallest mountain in the 
lower 48 states, in California.

Caroline McNair, C’11, worked last summer at an orphanage and 
school outside Nairobi, Kenya.

study 19th-century Spanish co-
lonialism. Lauren looks forward 
to digging up the past and con-
necting it to the present and 
future through public-outreach 
programs.

Hunter Brush and Jessica 
Smith Brush, C’08, welcomed 
a son, Charles Monroe Brush, 
on Aug. 6, 2015. 

Kenneth Crockett and Lindsay 
Lanois Crockett, C’10, were 
married in Nashville, Tenn., on 
May 2, 2015.

2008
Jessica Smith Brush and 
Hunter Brush, C’07, welcomed 
a son, Charles Monroe Brush, 
on Aug. 6, 2015. 

2009
Wilson Bonner; Robert Lin-
coln, C’13; and Sam Schneid-
man, C’10, climbed Mount 
Whitney, the tallest mountain 
in the lower 48 states, in 
California.

John Brooks married Laura 
Hendrickson, C’11, in summer 
2015 in Highlands, N.C.

Grace King Pratt was ordained 
to the transitional diaconate 
in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Virginia on June 6, 2015, at 
the Falls Church Episcopal.

2010
Bentley Cook and Callan 
Candler, C’14, were married on 
June 6, 2015, at Rolling Mead-
ows Farm in Sharpsburg, Ga. 

Lindsay Lanois Crockett and 
Kenneth Crockett, C’07, were 
married in Nashville, Tenn., on 
May 2, 2015.

2011
Laura Hendrickson, married 
John Brooks, C’09, in summer 
2015 in Highlands, N.C.

Caroline McNair worked last 
summer at an orphanage 
and school outside Nairobi, 
Kenya, and then returned to 
Nashville to complete a mas-
ter’s degree in psychology at 
Lipscomb University. Caroline 
worked with students in group 
therapy and helped establish 
an art therapy program, while 
volunteering with Made In 
the Streets, a charitable and 
educational organization that 
focuses on rescuing street 
children in Nairobi. 

2012
Olivia Schubert and James 
Millard, C’13, were married on 
June 13, 2015, in Sewanee.

2013
Lauren Michelle Berny gradu-
ated with a master’s degree 
in community development 
from Vanderbilt University in 
May 2015. During her time at 
Vanderbilt, she concentrated 
in evaluation research. Lauren 
has accepted a position as an 
evaluation associate at Cen-
terstone Research Institute 
in Nashville, where she is cur-
rently researching and evaluat-
ing teenage pregnancy and 
the development of positive 
psychology in video games.

James Millard and Olivia 
Schubert, C’12, were mar-
ried on June 13, 2015, in 
Sewanee.

2014
Callan Candler and Bentley 
Cook, C’10, were married on 
June 6, 2015, at Rolling Mead-
ows Farm in Sharpsburg, Ga.



Bentley Cook, C’11, and Callan Candler, C’14, were married on June 6, 2015, at Rolling Meadows Farm in Sharpsburg, Ga. Among those 
celebrating were Sewanee friends and alumni: Emily Puckette; John Benson; Allie O’Connell, C’08; Marshall Williams, C’12; Sarah Pinson, 
C’11; Elspeth Iralu, C’09; Carson Wright, C’11; Jesse Schupack, C’11; Josh King, C’11; Emily Bailey, C’14; Ricky Candler, C’85; Jen-
nifer Candler, C’85; Laura Candler, C’09; Frank Marchman, C’79; Beth Marchman, C’79; Jim Carter, C’09; Andrea Ligon, C’09; Joseph 
Leray, C’10; Luke Padgett, C’07; Fritsl Butler, C’11; Colby Dixon, C’10; Reed Tomlinson, C’09; Paul Dixon, C’09; Elizabeth Layman, 
C’14; Virginia Flowers, C’14; Ellie Avant, C’14; Hannah Brown, C’14; Amy St. John, C’14; Pascale Rucker, C’14; Grace Bukawyn, 
C’14; Natalie Rothwell, C’12; Lawson Walker, C’12; Julia Wallace, C’14; Carol Anne Spohn, C’14; Annabelle Thaddeus, C’14; Mat-
thew Haan, C’14; Harriet Grimball, C’14; Margaret Ellard, C’14; Nicholas Pusateri, C’14; Kevin Garcia, C’13; Jack Overstreet, C’14; 
Allie White, C’14; and Channon Conner, C’14.
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Lindsay Lanois Crockett, C’10, and Kenneth Crockett, C’07, were married in Nashville, Tenn., on May 2, 2015. Sewanee members of the 
wedding party included Elizabeth Towe, C’10; Andrea Ligon, C’10; Ashley McKinney, C’07; Matt Horton, C’07; Andrew Schmidt, C’04; 
Drew Phillips, C’06; Kirk Battle, C’05; and Beth Rogers Lanois, C’85.
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 In Memoriam

Obituaries are published for alumni 
of the College of Arts and Sciences 
and select friends of the University. 
Sewanee magazine’s policy is 
to publish the names of surviving 
spouses. Due to space limitations, 
other survivors may not be listed.

Edward Graham Roberts, 
C’43, of Atlanta, Ga., died on 
July 29, 2015. After receiving 
a bachelor’s degree in history 
from Sewanee, he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in library 
science from Emory University. 
At Sewanee, he was a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. He 
served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II. In 1950, he re-
ceived a Ph.D. in history from 
the University of Virginia. Dur-
ing his library career, he served 
as curator of manuscripts at 
Duke University; director of 
libraries at Drake University; 
director of the Southeastern 
Interlibrary Research Facility; 
and library consultant to the 
Southern Regional Education 
Board. He was on the staff of 
the Georgia Tech library and 
served as director from 1971 
until he retired in 1984. He is 
survived by three children and 
three grandchildren.

The Rt. Rev. Milton Legrand 
Wood III, C’43, of Greenwich, 
Conn., died on July 15, 2015. 
He earned a B.A. and master 
of divinity degree during his 
time at Sewanee. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Kappa 
Sigma and was in the U.S. 
Navy College V-7 program. 
After his ordination into the 
Episcopal Church in 1946, he 
was named rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, Mobile, Ala., and direc-
tor of Wilmer Hall Children’s 
Home in Mobile. During his six 
years in Mobile, he founded 
St Paul’s Episcopal School. 
In 1952, he became rector of 
All Saints’ Church in Atlanta, 
a position he held until 1960. 

I N  M E M O R I A M

Olivia Schubert, C’12, and James Millard, C’13, were married on June 13, 2015, in Sewanee. Sewanee 
alumni in attendance included: Drew Lincoln, C’13; Andrew Bradshaw, C’12; Davis Brown, C’14; Jane 
Strader, C’13; Pierce Leonard, C’13; Luca Koritsanszky, C’12; Elizabeth Walker, C’13; Katherine 
Dross, C’12; Alexis Blair, C’12; Charles Wadelington, C’13; Samuel Edoung-Biyo, C’13; Gaby Span-
genberg, C’14; Ian Hazelhoff, C’13; Joe Garvey, C’13; Joe Irby, C’13; Chris Gracey, C’12; Palmer 
Simpson, C’13; Emily Ezell, C’11; and Katie Qualls, C’12.

Gaby Spangenberg, C’14; Joel Blackstock, C’09; Emily Feitl Blackstock, C’09; Emily Thornton, 
C’10; Jack West, C’07; Ian Hazelhoff, C’13; Brigid Lanigan, C’16; Finley Reeves, C’15; Mary Beth 
Oglesby, C’15; Weston Stitt, C’15; Vikash Naran, C’14; Henry Thornton, C’18; Chris Haberstroh, 
C’16; Meg Gardner, C’14; Lam Ho, C’17; Maureen Russell, C’11; Barrett LaRussa, C’14; Marija 
Sidrys, C’14; and Emily Harvey, C’16, gathered at Parkside in Birmingham, Ala., for an impromptu 
Sewanee reunion.
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across the South with his own 
business, the Perry & Barr 
Company. At Sewanee, he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. He is survived by his 
wife, Lacy, three children, six 
grandchildren, and six great-
granddaughters.

The Rev. Edward C. Rutland, 
C’50, of Texarkana, Texas, died 
on Aug. 12, 2015. He was 
an Episcopal priest who, in a 
career of more than 50 years, 
served churches and held a 
number of positions in Texas, 
Virginia, Kansas, and Arkan-
sas. Over a period of 20 years, 
he was repeatedly chosen to 
be the dean to coordinate min-
istry in several parish clusters. 
Before that, he was the interim 
director of the parish in Mt. 
Pleasant and supplied ministry 
for eight other congregations. 
Along with his work with the 
church, he was a published 
author and veteran of World 
War II. He was a member of 
the Episcopal Church Historical 
Society. He is survived by his 
wife, Laura, three children, and 
two grandchildren.

William Penn Dilworth III, 
C’52, of Huntsville, Ala., died 
on July 1, 2015. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega. He served in the U.S. 
Army, rapidly rising to the rank 
of master sergeant, and later 
returned to Huntsville to enter 
the family business, Dilworth 
Lumber Company. He was a 
civic leader, serving on the 
board of the Bank of Hunts-
ville, as a Rotarian, member of 
the Acme Club, member and 
past president of the Byrd’s 
Spring Rod and Gun Club, and 
former warden of the Church of 
the Nativity. He is survived by 
his wife, Lorene, and one son.

Robert Corbin Mumby, C’53, 
of Orlando, Fla., died on June 
27, 2015. At Sewanee, he 
participated in the Air Force 
ROTC and was a member of Al-
pha Tau Omega. He graduated 

Company in Providence, R.I., 
before moving to Midland 
and working for Dow Chemi-
cal Company. At Dow, Nummy 
worked in the physics lab, the 
polymer lab, and then moved 
into management of laborato-
ries. He played a role in the 
development and marketing 
of Styrofoam and polyethylene 
foam. As Dow expanded its 
pharmaceutical development, 
he was eventually named 
global coordinator of human 
health products. After retiring 
in 1983, he joined Doan Asso-
ciates. He is survived by four 
children, 13 grandchildren, and 
16 great-grandchildren.

William “Bill” Eugene Duff, 
C’50, of Downers Grove, Ill., 
died on Oct. 10, 2015. He 
served in the U.S. Army in 
World War II. After graduat-
ing from Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Phi Gamma 
Delta, he joined the FBI, where 
he served until his retirement 
in 1977. After retirement, he 
spent many years researching 
his book, A Time for Spies. He 
is survived by two children.

Clarence J. “Jim” Garland Jr., 
C’50, of Salem, N.Y., died on 
May 29, 2015. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Phi Gamma 
Delta. When the Korean War 
began, Garland enlisted in 
the Navy. He was chosen 
to attend the first officer’s 
training school, graduating as 
a lieutenant (junior grade). 
After serving four years in the 
Navy, Garland joined Ameri-
can Airlines in Washington, 
D.C., where he worked at the 
ticket counter at the Statler 
Hotel. After less than a year of 
employment, he was selected 
to join an early class of a 
management training program 
in 1958. At the end of the pro-
gram, he accepted an assign-
ment in the corporate head-
quarters, where he worked on 
the development of the SABRE 
system, the first computerized 
airline reservation system. 

He left American after eight 
years and pursued a career as 
a management consultant for 
the aviation industry. In 1975, 
he went to work for the Depart-
ment of Social Services of the 
city of New York. There, he 
designed computer systems to 
monitor the flow of funds for 
the department. He is survived 
by his spouse, Richard Julian 
Parks.

John Harold Marchand Jr., 
C’50, of Henderson, Ky., died 
on Oct. 5, 2015. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Phi Delta 
Theta. He graduated from 
Vanderbilt Medical School 
and, after completing radiology 
residencies at Vanderbilt and 
VA Hospitals, he was called to 
active duty and assigned to a 
U.S. Air Force hospital at John-
son Air Base outside Tokyo, Ja-
pan. He completed service in 
1960 and accepted a position 
with Welborn Clinic in Evans-
ville, Ind. In 1962, he became 
the first full-time radiologist at 
Henderson Methodist Hospi-
tal. At retirement in 1993, he 
began volunteering with the 
third-grade swim program at 
the Henderson YMCA and at 
St. Vincent Center for Children 
and Families in Evansville. He 
later volunteered at Seventh 
Street School, Holy Name 
of Jesus Catholic School, 
and Bend Gate Elementary 
School. He is survived by his 
wife, Agnes, four children, six 
grandchildren, and one great-
granddaughter.

Coleman Robert “Coley” 
Perry, C’50, of Nashville, 
Tenn., died on June 19, 2015. 
He served in the 100th 
Infantry Division in World War 
II at the age of 17, earning a 
Bronze Star and two Purple 
Hearts, one at the Battle of 
the Bulge. He joined Vul-
can Steel upon graduation 
from Sewanee, but quickly 
transitioned to representing 
major hardware and sports 
equipment manufacturers 

In 1957, when the governor of 
Georgia and the state legisla-
ture threatened to close down 
all public schools instead of 
integrating them, Wood was 
part of the steering commit-
tee that authored a document 
known today as the “Minis-
ter’s Manifesto,” which was 
instrumental in keeping the 
schools open. For two years 
in the early 1960s, he worked 
in Macon, Ga., as archdeacon 
of the diocese and director of 
Appleton Church Home. After 
returning to Atlanta in 1963, 
he was canon to the ordinary 
for the diocese until he was 
elected the first suffragan 
bishop of Atlanta in 1967. In 
1974, he was named assis-
tant to Presiding Bishop John 
Allin and moved to Greenwich, 
Conn. For the next 10 years, 
he worked as the executive for 
administration on the staff of 
the Executive Council of the 
Episcopal Church in New York 
before retiring and moving 
back to Alabama and build-
ing a home in Josephine on 
Perdido Bay. He is survived by 
his wife, Ann, four children, 13 
grandchildren, and 11 great-
grandchildren.

William Ralph Nummy, C’47, 
of Midland, Mich., died on June 
11, 2015. In 1942, he was 
enlisted in the Navy, became a 
Marine corpsman, and eventu-
ally was selected for officer 
training. He graduated from 
Sewanee, then finished his 
education at the University of 
Rochester, earning a Ph.D. in 
organic chemistry. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Alpha Tau 
Omega. Nummy was a part of 
the invasion of North Africa 
in 1942, and was on board a 
ship near Casablanca when it 
was torpedoed and sank. He 
eventually reached the rank of 
lieutenant (junior grade) and 
was navigator for the destroyer 
Noa, which ran training off the 
east coast until the end of the 
war. He worked in polymers 
briefly at Arnold, Hoffman & 
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Alfred Hugh “Hoop” Tebault, 
C’57, of St. Augustine, Fla., 
died on Aug. 8, 2015. He 
attended Sewanee, where he 
was a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, and later graduated 
from Florida State University 
with a degree in journalism. 
He joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps and then returned to St. 
Augustine to become publisher 
of the St. Augustine Record. 
He was an active, community-
minded publisher for 20 years; 
an originating member of the 
St. Augustine Rod and Gun 
Club; a faithful member of 
Trinity Episcopal Church; the 
first president of the Navy 
League of St. Johns County; 
and a president of the Florida 
Press Association. After selling 
the St. Augustine Record, he 
moved to Orange Park, Fla., 
and founded Clay Today, a 
daily newspaper that he ran for 
several years and then sold. 
He retired to St. Augustine 
and joined the staff of Flagler 
College as vice president of 
college relations at $1 a year 
to raise funds. He purchased 
the St. Augustine Sightseeing 
Trains and joined the tourism 
community for 20 years. He is 
survived by his wife, Barbara 
Jo, three children, five grand-
children, and two great-grand-
children.

John Fletcher Bosworth 
Wilkinson, C’57, of New 
Orleans, La., died on Oct. 2, 
2015. At Sewanee, he was a 
member of Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon. He earned his juris doctor-
ate from Tulane University. He 
was the last surviving member 
of the law firm of Wilkinson 
and Wilkinson, which began 
with his father. He was a proud 
member of many ancestral 
organizations, serving as presi-
dent of the George Washington 
Chapter of the Sons of the 
Revolution and the Louisiana 
Association of the Society 
of Cincinnati. He was also a 
member of the Sons of the 
Revolution, the General Society 

Saddle Up, a recreational 
therapeutic riding program. He 
also served on the Board of 
Friends of Warner Parks, was a 
member of the Exchange Club 
of Nashville, and served on the 
Alumni Council of the McCallie 
School. He is survived by his 
wife, Charlotte, two daughters, 
and five grandchildren. 

Windsor Pipes Thomas Jr., 
C’55, of Alexandria, La., died 
on June 3, 2015. He attended 
Sewanee, where he was a 
member of Kappa Alpha Order, 
and then graduated from 
Louisiana State University. He 
served two years active duty 
in the U.S. Army with the 24th 
Infantry Division in Korea. In Al-
exandria, he served four years 
with the 4009th Army Reserve 
Unit. He was employed by the 
state of Louisiana for three 
years as its first livestock 
and poultry nutritionist. He 
and his family moved to New 
Roads, La., where they opened 
Thomas Farm Service and Sup-
ply. In 1962, he began his 34-
year career with Guaranty Bank 
and Trust Co. in New Roads 
as the agricultural representa-
tive in commercial banking. 
Before retiring in 1998, he was 
a licensed broker of life and 
health insurance and mutual 
funds. He is survived by three 
children and six grandchildren.

The Rev. Kenneth Kinnett, 
C’56, T’69, of Atlanta, Ga., 
died on Sept. 26, 2015. After 
graduating from Sewanee, 
where he was a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, he 
served as an officer in the 
U.S. Air Force during the 
Cold War. He then joined his 
family insurance company, 
the London Agency. In 1966, 
he returned to Sewanee to 
seminary and became an 
Episcopal priest. He served 
in many of Atlanta’s parishes 
and was the first vicar of St. 
Gregory the Great in Athens, 
Ga. His bishop encouraged 
him to start the Church of the 

Covenant, dedicated solely to 
the service of Atlanta’s poor. 
The church established Grant 
Park Health Center, whose 
mission was to serve the At-
lanta impoverished. Always an 
advocate for social reform, he 
was a member of the NAACP, 
worked with the Civil Rights 
Movement and the Women’s 
Rights Movement, and worked 
toward ending the Vietnam 
War. He is survived by his wife, 
Loyd, three children, and four 
grandchildren. 

Carleton Sewell Cunningham 
Jr., C’57, of Kingsport, Tenn., 
died on Oct. 11, 2015. At 
Sewanee, he was a member 
of Phi Delta Theta. After a 
brief career in banking, he 
was ordained a priest in the 
Episcopal Church and served 
churches in Tennessee and 
North Carolina, including St. 
Christopher’s Episcopal Church 
in Colonial Heights, Tenn., and 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Kingsport. He is survived by 
his wife, Nelia; his daughter, 
Leslie Cunningham Forrester, 
C’84; his son, Carleton Sewell 
Cunningham III, C’86; and 
three grandchildren.

Joseph Thomas “Tommy” Gar-
rott, C’57, of Gallatin, Tenn., 
died on Sept. 8, 2015. At 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega. He served 
in the U.S. Air Force and once 
he completed his service, he 
returned to his hometown 
of Gallatin and helped sev-
eral family businesses. In 
the 1980s, he felt compelled 
to get involved in politics in 
hopes of improving his com-
munity. He served as Gallatin 
mayor from 1992 to 1993. He 
also served multiple terms as 
Gallatin councilman. He will be 
remembered for his support on 
various improvement projects, 
the highlight of which is the 
Gallatin Civic Center. He is 
survived by his wife, Sue, three 
children, and nine grandchildren.

from the University of Miami 
School of Medicine and served 
in the U.S Air Force from 1954 
until 1991, both on active 
duty and in the reserves. He 
was named Flight Surgeon of 
the Year in 1965 and received 
multiple awards and commen-
dations during his service. 
He served in Desert Shield/
Storm from August 1990 to 
July 1991 and retired in 1991 
with the rank of colonel. He 
began his medical career in 
Orlando in 1966 and founded 
Orlando Orthopedic Center in 
1972. He was instrumental 
in the establishment of the 
spinal injury unit at Lucerne 
Hospital. He is survived by his 
wife, Peggy, four children, and 
six grandchildren.

Robert S. Strother Sr., C’54, 
of Lexington, Ky., died on July 
18, 2015. He was a graduate 
of Sewanee and the University 
of Kentucky Law School. At 
Sewanee, he was a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. He 
practiced real estate law in 
Lexington for 50 years. He is 
survived by his wife, Mary, two 
children, and five grandchildren.

David Bruce P’Pool Jr., C’55, 
of Nashville, Tenn., died on 
Oct. 5, 2015. He attended the 
University of the South, where 
he was a member of Beta 
Theta Pi, and later graduated 
from Vanderbilt University. He 
entered the U.S. Army and 
was stationed at Fort Sam 
Houston. After completing his 
military service, he pursued 
a graduate degree in zoology 
from the University of Tennes-
see. The following year, he en-
tered the University of Tennes-
see Medical School, where he 
earned his M.D. He practiced 
dermatology for over 30 years 
in private practice before join-
ing the staff at Vanderbilt Med-
ical Center. He was a longtime 
board member of the Middle 
Tennessee Chapter of the Pony 
Club of America. He served 
in the early organization of 
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instructor for the Department 
of Anesthesia at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee College for 
Health Sciences and served 
as the medical director for the 
Department of Human Move-
ment and Exercise Physiology 
at the University of Memphis. 
After completing his training, 
he began practice as a board-
certified anesthesiologist. His 
practice included the allevia-
tion of pain, and he soon felt 
that this part of medicine was 
poorly understood and often 
largely ignored. By 2004, he 
had devoted himself entirely 
to pain management. Milnor 
was active in the U.S. Army 
Reserves, ending his career 
as a lieutenant colonel. He 
served two tours in Iraq during 
Operation Desert Storm and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. He 
earned the Army Commenda-
tion Medal for his service 
during Desert Storm and the 
Bronze Star for Meritorious 
Service during Iraqi Freedom. 
He learned to fly in 1963 and 
continued flying for the next 45 
years. He served as a reserve 
officer in the Memphis Police 
Department for 40 years. He 
is survived by his wife, Vonda, 
six children, and seven grand-
children.

John W. Ball Jr., C’68, of 
Jacksonville, Fla., died on Aug. 
21, 2015. At Sewanee, he 
was a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. He is survived by his 
wife, George Ann, two children, 
and three grandchildren.

William Dallas Bethea III, 
C’73, of Madison, Miss., died 
on Aug. 29, 2015. At Se-
wanee, he played on the tennis 
team and was a member of 
Delta Tau Delta. He graduated 
from the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law and was 
a member of the Mississippi 
Bar. For 34 years, he practiced 
law in Gulfport, Miss. He was 
active in the First Presbyterian 
Church in Laurel, Miss., par-
ticipating in Presbyterian Youth 

Anne, two daughters, and five 
grandchildren.

Max Joe Young Sr., C’60, of 
Knoxville, Tenn., died on July 
7, 2015. He was a member of 
the undefeated 1958 Sewanee 
football team and a member 
of Sigma Nu. He earned a 
master’s degree from the 
University of Tennessee and 
a Ph.D. from Tennessee State 
University. He worked for many 
years with the Tennessee 
Department of Conservation, 
including serving as the state 
forester from 1972 to 1981. 
He worked as administrator 
for Tennessee State University 
from 1985 to 2000. He is 
survived by one son and two 
granddaughters.

Richard Edson “Dick” Israel, 
C’64, of Annapolis, Md., died 
on July 20, 2015. He was a 
former Maryland assistant 
attorney general and Annapolis 
alderman. After graduating 
from Sewanee, he earned a 
law degree at Washington and 
Lee University and a master’s 
degree from the University 
of Oxford. In 1971, he joined 
the staff of the Congressio-
nal Research Service of the 
Library of Congress. In 1975, 
he moved to Annapolis to work 
with the Maryland Department 
of Legislative Reference as 
counsel to the Senate Commit-
tee on Constitutional and Pub-
lic Law. In 1978, he became 
an assistant attorney general. 
He provided legal advice to 
members of the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly and also served 
as counsel to the Board of 
Supervisors of Elections for 
Baltimore City and to the Mary-
land State Archives. He served 
as chairman of the Annapolis 
Board of Supervisors of Elec-
tions from 1989 to 2001 and 
for a 1994 special election. In 
2005, he ran as a Democrat 
for Ward One alderman and 
was elected to the Annapolis 
City Council. During his tenure, 
he chaired the council’s Rules 

and City Government Com-
mittee, the Economic Matters 
Committee, and the Finance 
Committee. As alderman, he 
successfully sponsored legisla-
tion to help retire the city’s 
debt and created the Blue Rib-
bon Commission on the City’s 
Finances. He also redrafted 
the resolution expressing 
regret for the city government’s 
role in maintaining slavery. A 
lifelong Episcopalian, he was 
a member of St. Anne’s Parish 
and served on its vestry and 
as parish registrar.

The Rev. John Livingston 
Janeway IV, C’64, T’69, of Se-
wanee, died on July 4, 2015. 
At Sewanee, he was a member 
of Kappa Alpha Order. In 1969, 
he graduated from the School 
of Theology at the University of 
the South, having been a Gen-
eral Convention Scholar, the 
editor of the Sewanee Theologi-
cal Review, and a chaplain to 
students at Baylor and McCal-
lie Schools in Chattanooga. 
After being ordained to priest-
hood in 1970, he served sev-
eral churches: St. Matthew’s 
in McMinnville, Tenn.; St. 
Thaddeus in Chattanooga; and 
St. James in Greenville, Miss. 
He became a stockbroker and 
assistant vice president of 
Robinson Humphrey Company 
in Atlanta. Finally, he served as 
an associate to the librarian of 
the School of Theology of the 
University of the South. During 
this time and after retirement, 
he readily served churches as 
interim priest. He is survived 
by his wife, Linda, two children, 
and two grandchildren.

J. Pervis Milnor III, C’67, 
of Memphis, Tenn., died on 
Aug. 19, 2015. He attended 
Sewanee, where he was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, and then earned a 
bachelor’s degree at Memphis 
State University. He went on to 
graduate from the University of 
Tennessee College of Medicine 
in 1974. He was a clinical 

of the War of 1812, General 
Society of Colonial Wars, Most 
Noble Order of the Garter, 
the Somerset Chapter Magna 
Charta Barons, the Churchill 
Society, and a past member 
of the Round Table Club and 
the Thackeray Society. He also 
served as a trustee of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal School in New 
Orleans. He is survived by his 
wife, Susan, four children, and 
three grandchildren.

Orville J. Spore Jr., C’59, of 
Memphis, Tenn., died on Aug. 
31, 2015. He worked for Mem-
phis Light, Gas, and Water for 
28 years in electrical distribu-
tion as a lineman, foreman, 
and supervisor. Following his 
retirement, he worked with his 
wife in the family business, 
State Beauty Supply-North, 
until 2006. He was a lifelong 
member of Decatur Trinity 
Christian Church in Bartlett, 
Tenn., where he served as a 
deacon for several terms. He 
is survived by his wife, Peggy, 
two children, five grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren.

Stewart Witney Elliott, C’60, 
of Spartanburg, S.C., died on 
June 5, 2015. After graduating 
from Sewanee, where he was 
a member of Kappa Sigma, he 
earned a master’s degree from 
Converse College. He worked 
for Spartanburg School District 
7 for over 30 years as an edu-
cator, registrar, and administra-
tive assistant. He volunteered 
his time and energy for numer-
ous nonprofits, notably St. 
Luke’s Free Clinic and Mobile 
Meals. He was passionate 
about education and for over a 
decade committed himself to 
the Citizen Scholar program, 
both as a board member and 
a mentor. He was a member 
of the Episcopal Church of the 
Advent, in which he served 
as a youth basketball coach, 
youth leader to the vestry, 
and stewardship chairman. 
He is survived by his wife, 
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at Bridgewater, and as director 
of the library at Newberry Col-
lege in South Carolina. During 
his career in higher education, 
Watson mentored first-time 
academic library directors, 
worked on a task force to 
create a shared online digital 
library for the Associated 
Colleges of the South, and 
created a formal organization 
of the directors of the libraries 
of the 35-member Appalachian 
Colleges Association. He wrote 
many articles for publication 
and presented numerous pa-
pers at meetings, workshops, 
colleges, and conventions. 
In 1994, he was named an 
honorary alumnus of the Uni-
versity. He is survived by his 
wife, Gail, two children, and four 
grandchildren.

The Rev. Herbert Stephenson 
Wentz died on Oct. 16, 2015. 
He was a professor emeritus 
of religion and a former mar-
shal of the University faculties 
at Sewanee. He graduated Phi 
Beta Kappa from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
in 1956. He went on to take 
degrees at the General Theo-
logical Seminary in New York 
City, at the University of Oxford, 
and at the University of Exeter. 
Ordained to the Episcopal 
priesthood in the Diocese of 
North Carolina in 1960, Wentz 
was vicar of St. Christopher’s 
Church in Garner, N.C., and 
curate at St. Luke’s Church 
in Atlanta. He was serving 
at St. Luke’s when Professor 
James Brettmann, the found-
ing chairman of Sewanee’s 
Department of Religion, invited 
him to teach in the College in 
1965. Wentz went on to serve 
the University of the South as 
professor, marshal, depart-
ment chairman, and secretary 
of the faculty. He is survived by 
his wife, Sofia.

University of Virginia, where 
he later held a faculty appoint-
ment in the Department of 
Pediatrics. In 1999, Fort left 
his medical practice to explore 
his wide range of interests, 
including travel, medicine, and 
environmental issues. He was 
a key fundraiser for endowing 
the Karen Jargowsky Chair 
in the University of Virginia 
Pediatric Hematology-Oncology 
Department. He served for 
many years on the board of 
the Bishop Mazereka Christian 
Foundation in Uganda. His in-
terest in environmental issues 
continued through his service 
as chair of the board of the 
Rice Rivers Center at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and 
as a member of the Leader-
ship Council at the Yale School 
of Forestry & Environmental 
Studies. He is survived by his 
longtime partner, Kate Haw, 
and one son.

Thomas Clerk Hammond Jr., 
C’82, of Germantown, Tenn., 
died on Sept. 7, 2015. At 
Sewanee, he was a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega. He received 
his master’s degree in English 
from Texas Christian Univer-
sity. He was a lifelong learner, 
poet, animal lover, brilliant 
storyteller, and a mentor to 
fellow grieving parents. He is 
survived by his wife, Carol.

Tiffany Ann Makaus, C’91, of 
Phoenix, Ariz., died on Aug. 6, 
2015. She attended Sewanee 
and later graduated from 
DePauw University. She earned 
a master’s degree in interna-
tional management from the 
Thunderbird School of Global 
Management at Arizona State 
University. Makaus began her 
career in corporate finance and 
international business working 
for Circle K, the Bank of Guate-
mala, Zenith, Havi Group, and 
KPMG. She served as a vice 
president for JPMorgan Chase 
in Chicago, Los Angeles, and 
Denver. She was also involved 
with numerous charities.

 Friends & Faculty

Johannes “Joi” Johannsson 
died on Aug. 14, 2015. He 
was the director of enterprise 
services at Sewanee. He was 
born in 1953, in Hvammstangi, 
Iceland. He was a teacher of 
Icelandic grammar when he 
met his future wife as she 
toured Iceland. After a summer 
together, they married and 
came to the United States. He 
earned a master’s degree in 
computer science from Middle 
Tennessee State University 
and worked for many years 
in Sewanee’s Information 
Technology Services depart-
ment. He was an avid singer 
and sang with the Sewanee 
Chorale and the First United 
Methodist choir in Winchester. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Jeanie Stephenson, C’78; 
son, William Johannsson, 
C’17; and daughter, Johanna 
Johannsson.

Tom Watson died on Dec. 
27, 2015. Watson came to 
the University of The South in 
1976 to serve as university 
librarian. He became assis-
tant to Vice-Chancellor Robert 
M. Ayres in 1981, and then 
interim dean of administration 
for the School of Theology and 
interim director of the Educa-
tion for Ministry Program from 
1985 to 1986. In 1986, he 
became vice-president for 
University Relations. In 1994, 
he returned to duPont Library 
as university librarian until 
his retirement in 2004. He 
continued to serve the Univer-
sity and the community after 
retirement, when he was asked 
to return for several positions, 
including as director of the 
University’s Archives and Spe-
cial Collections. Before coming 
to Sewanee, Watson taught 
at the University of Southern 
Mississippi, Tabor Academy in 
Marion, Mass., and Bridgewa-
ter State College in Bridgewa-
ter, Mass. He served as the 
assistant director of the library 

programs across the state. He 
is survived by two daughters.

Sara Ellen Phillips, C’76, of 
Upper Macungie, Pa., died on 
June 2, 2015. After graduat-
ing from Sewanee, she earned 
master’s degrees in creative 
writing and horticulture from 
the University of Indiana and 
the University of Kentucky. 
For many years she was a 
book and magazine editor and 
writer, specializing in garden-
ing and horticulture. She was 
the former executive editor of 
Rodale Press garden books; 
executive editor of Fair Wings 
Press in Gloucester, Mass.; 
and senior editor of Organic 
Gardening magazine. Among 
the many books she wrote, 
she co-authored the well-
regarded Illustrated Encyclo-
pedia of Perennials. She was 
a lifelong gardener, naturalist, 
and environmentalist, and 
poet; she also raised a wide 
variety of heritage chickens. In 
recent years, she was an avid 
blogger, and her blogs “Red 
Dog Reiki” and “Poor Richard’s 
Almanac: A Luddite’s take on 
life, chickens, and other critical 
issues” both won awards. She 
is survived by her partner, Rob 
Hays.

Daniel Wilkins Fort, C’80, of 
Charlottesville, Va., died on 
Dec. 21, 2015. At Sewanee, 
he was a member of Kappa 
Alpha Order. After graduating 
from Sewanee, Fort received 
a master’s degree in forestry 
from the Yale School of For-
estry & Environmental Studies 
and an M.D. from the Medical 
University of South Carolina in 
Charleston. He was a pedi-
atric hematology/oncology 
fellow and a neuro-oncology 
fellow at the University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical 
Center in Dallas, where he 
was later assistant instructor 
of pediatrics. He moved to 
Charlottesville in 1994 upon 
being appointed assistant 
professor of pediatrics at the 
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A scene in the first film produced by the Florida 
Wildlife Corridor shows Mallory Dimmitt’s three 
fellow trekkers grappling with a different kind 
of wildlife—spring break traffic on Interstate 4. 

Watching the hikers make a mad dash across the busy highway 
somewhere between Orlando and Daytona Beach, one quickly 
grasps the challenges faced by wide-ranging animals when 
habitats are separated by often-unbreachable manmade 
barriers.

It’s an issue Dimmitt has spent the last three years address-
ing as executive director of the Florida Wildlife Corridor. The 
organization seeks to preserve and protect connected lands and 
waters that make up the 
unseen natural heart of 
the Sunshine State.

Dimmitt likens a 
wildlife corridor to a 
hallway in a home. Like a 
hallway that connects the 
different rooms where we 
eat, sleep, and live, the 
wildlife corridor con-
nects the various habitat 
needs of wild animals. 
The hallway itself has to 
be maintained to allow for 
seasonal migrations and 
so that distinct popula-
tions stay connected for 
gene flow. “Large animals 
can travel up to hundreds 
of miles in their home 
ranges,” says Dimmitt. 
“They have to have the 
room to roam in order to be able to do that. Our goal is to use 
the best available conservation science to keep existing habitats 
connected.”

To publicize the importance of the corridor, Dimmitt has 
organized and carried out two 1,000-mile journeys—one in 
2012, one in early 2015—from the Everglades to the Okefe-
nokee Swamp in Georgia, and from the Everglades headwaters 
all the way across the Panhandle to Alabama. Dimmitt and her 

team hiked, biked, and kayaked their way across the state—fol-
lowing in the footsteps of a wandering Florida black bear or a 
Florida panther—while documenting their journeys through 
photography, video, radio reports, social media, and newspa-
per accounts. “We’ve shown now, two times, that it’s not that 
the wildlife corridor doesn’t exist, it’s that it’s already there and 
the goal is now to protect it permanently,” Dimmitt says.

Late 2015 saw the release of both a coffee-table book of 
photography from the latest expedition and a film, both titled 
The Forgotten Coast. The film will be shared with PBS stations 
around the country in 2016 (check floridawildlifecorridor.org 
for the broadcast schedule). 

One sign that the group’s advocacy is paying dividends is 
the recent completion of three wildlife underpasses beneath 
Interstate 4, near where the trekkers had to dash across the 
highway in 2013. Thanks to the Florida Wildlife Corridor and 
its partners, roaming panthers, bears, small mammals, and 
reptiles can now get from one side of the road to the other 
without dodging traffic.

Mallory Dimmitt, C’98
A conservationist works to make sure Florida’s wildlife has room to roam for 
generations to come.

During the 2015 expedition, Mallory Dimmitt used a branch to test the unknown depths of Monkey Creek in Florida’s 
Apalachicola National Forest. Photo by Carlton Ward Jr.



Use the permanent IRA charitable rollover to leave 
your lasting legacy at the University of the South.

Now that Congress has made the IRA charitable roll-
over permanent, you can count on this valuable tool 
to support access, value, and opportunity at Sewanee. 

Whether you choose to make an unrestricted gift to the endow-
ment or designate it for specific scholarships or internships, 
your contribution will maintain the Sewanee experience we 
love and ensure positive outcomes for our students for genera-
tions to come.

If you are 70.5 or older, gifts made from your IRA (up to 
$100,000 per year) are not reportable as taxable income. 
They also qualify for your required minimum distribution, 
which can lower your income and taxes.

A gift made using the IRA charitable rollover is only one way to 
leave your lasting legacy at the University of the South. If you 
include Sewanee in your will, trust, or life insurance policy or 
create a charitable gift annuity, you can make a difference in 
the life of the University and join others whose philanthropy 
has made the University stronger as a member of the Charlotte 
Manigault Society.

To learn more about making an IRA charitable rollover gift 
and planned gifts, please contact:

Allison A. Cardwell
Director of Planned Giving
931.598.1751
aacardwell@sewanee.edu
sewaneelegacy.com
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Antinea Jones, C’17, (left) and 
Savanna Roaldsand, C’18, cel-
ebrate Roaldsand’s induction into 
the Order of Gownsmen during 
January’s Opening Convocation 
for Easter Semester.


