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Beyond the University Farm, Breakfield Road 
curves toward 93 acres of rolling paddocks where 
28 University-owned horses (including Ben, the 
white gelding pictured here) graze beneath a wide 
Sewanee sky. The Howell Equestrian Center, built 
in 2005 with the generous support of the Howell 
family, equestrian alumni, and other donors, 
celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. Only 
five minutes from central campus, the center's 
barn and state-of-the-art Dansby Arena anchor 
one of the nation's top collegiate equestrian 
facilities. Here Sewanee's two nationally ranked 
varsity teams, IHSA and NCEA, train and host 
competitions that carry forward more than halt a 
century of horsemanship on the Mountain.
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FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

In the Key 
of Sewanee

A Mountain mixtape featuring ^ppelin, Vivaldi, and a few hidden groupies.

FOR THIS EDITION, my colleagues at 
Sewanee magazine urged me to put aside 
my “typically serious messaging" and join 
the chorus of alumni sharing their memo­
ries and stories of music on the Mountain. 
So, here goes.

My first experience of music at 
Sewanee was at the home of my academic 
advisor, a professor of philosophy, in the 
first few days of my freshman year. Our 
advisee group was invited (aka required) 
to sit on the floor in his living room, eat 
pizza, and listen to and reflect upon Led 
Zeppelin’s “Stairway to Heaven.” Later 
that night, I called my parents from the 
pay phone in my dorm. Courts Hall, and 
begged them to come get me! They didn't.

Things got better, including the 
music scene. The fraternity houses spun 
Fleetwood Mac, the Rolling Stones, Pure 
Prairie League, the Grateful Dead, the 
Platters, and the Tams; you can probably 
guess which fraternities played which 
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tunes, then and now! The Jazz Society 
also brought legends like Dizzy Gillespie 
and Dave Brubeck, and the annual 
Fiddler’s Convention filled the Mountain 
with bluegrass.

For me, there was also the introduction 
to classical music through Professor Martha 
McCrory’s “Music Appreciation" class that 
I took to fulfill a graduation requirement. 
In those days, we “studied" for tests by 
listening to recordings on headsets in tiny 
rooms in the basement of duPont Library as 
Mrs. Elizabeth Craig (later Mrs. Lancaster) 
played the songs for us. (How different 
the experience is now, with the Ralston 
Listening Library providing students an 
acoustically superior, world-class space, 
made possible by Tam and Chris Carlson 
and many generous donors.) My thoughts 
returned to my undergraduate days several 
years ago when Phoebe, Carolyn, and I 
attended a string quartet concert at Sainte- 
Chapelle in Paris featuring Vivaldi’s “Four

Seasons," a beautiful Baroque piece I first 
heard in “Martha Music’s” class.

Returning to Sewanee as dean of men 
in the late ’80’s, I found the music scene 
alive and well. The B.C. programming 
board brought amazing talent to the 
Mountain, hosting the Dave Matthews 
Band, David Allan Coe, and Bela Fleck. 
However, my most vivid memory of 
a live concert at that time was when 
Widespread Panic played at Cravens Hall 
and, as dean, I was responsible for helping 
with arrangements, including clearing 
the hall of the band’s traveling groupies, 
some of whom were hiding in the attic, 
kitchen cabinets, and the electrical closet! 
I thought to myself at the time, the name 
of the band was also my state of mind!

My story of music on the Mountain— 
during my days as a dean and upon 
my return as vice-chancellor—includes 
Lessons & Carols and the extraordinary 
blessing that service has been to the 
Sewanee community for over 50 years. It 
also includes enjoying our homegrown 
talent like Radney Foster, C’82, as well as 
William Reames, C’16, and Barton Davies, 
C’16, who are achieving remarkable 
success with their band Boy Named Banjo 
(recently renamed Breakfield), who head­
lined Sewaneeroo last April.

My favorite recent music memory is 
of the concert performed by the Sewanee 
Symphony Orchestra and University Choir 
on the night before my installation as the 
18th vice-chancellor. The concert included, 
to my joy (and embarrassment!), Handel’s 
“Zadok the Priest,” as well as a special 
performance of my all-time favorite song, 
Mary Chapin Carpenter’s “Why Walk When 
You Can Fly." It’s a beautiful piece: if you 
don’t know it, pull it up on your favorite 
device and take a listen. It’ll become one of 
your favorite songs, too.

ROB PEARIOEN

VICE-CHANCELLOR AND PRESIDENT |
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BRYAN TARNOWSKI is a documentary 
photographer and photojournalist based In 
New Orleans, Louisiana, regularly working 
in the Gulf Coast and New York City. 
Photography has had a profound impact 
on his life, and on the way he interacts 
and communicates with others. It's the 
connection to Individuals, cultures, and 
places that drives his work. He Is also a 
founding member of Inspired Storytellers, 
a creative agency with a mission for non­
profits, foundations, and organizations 
pushing to Improve the human condition.

LAURA J. COLE reads. She writes. She takes 
pictures. She travels (including two years 
spent on the road In an Airstream during the 
pandemic). She loves good bourbon, strong 
coffee, and great conversations. “I live for 
exploring—new places, new Ideas, and new 
ways of being and doing things.” Currently 
based in Portland, Oregon, Cole has spent 
nearly 20 years working in higher ed 
communications and marketing with a true 
passion for uncovering the elements that 
allow people to connect with her subjects.

With over two decades of experience, wiluam 

DESHAZER has developed a keen eye for 
capturing the essence of every moment. His 
journey began in the bustling newsrooms of 
renowned publications. Including The New 
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and The 
Washington Post. Now, he brings that same 
journalistic integrity and storytelling prowess 
to the realm of commercial photography. 
Specializing in brand narrative work. 
DeShazer helps clients weave compelling 
stories that resonate with their audience on a 
deeper level.

Raised as an expat in the Netherlands and 
Switzerland, scon MCOERMon discovered 
photography during a gap year spent traveling 
in the Himalayas and the American West. 
He later earned a B.S. in photography and 
cinematography with a minor In art history 
from Ithaca College. Now based In New York 
City, where over the course of a prolific career 
as a photographer and director, McDermott 
has photographed International campaigns 
for global brands and major magazines, and 
has directed commercials and a feature film.

Connect with Us

unusual or 
surprising thing 
you’ve ever seen 
on the Domain?
Eman your answer to 
comniunlcatlons@8ewanee.edu for a chance 
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ON THE MOUNTAIN

Installed in 2020, the floating swim « 
dock at Lake Cheston has quickly 
become a favorite campus escape 
for Sewanee students. Perfect for 
lounging in the sun with friends or 
dipping toes into cool water after class, 
it's brought new life to a lake built in 
1962 and named for Forestry Professor 
Charles Cheston. Thanks to refreshed 
beaches, repaired trails, and blooming 
wildflowers, the lake now offers a 
lively scene where students gather to 
unwind, socialize, and enjoy the simple 
pleasures of being on the water Just 
steps from campus.

Splish Splash

Of SEWANEE FALL 2025
PHOTOGRAPH BY WILLIAM DESHAZER



-------------- SEWANEE FALL 2025 OT -----------------------

J



ON THE MOUNTAIN

THREADS

A Gown Lined with Gold
Stitching new meaning into Sewanee’s oldest academic tradition.

AS THE PRESIDENT of the Order of the Gown, Lily Mobley, C’26, has an 
important question to consider: What will be her contribution to the 
president’s gown, which is in her care for the duration of her leadership? 
Whatever it is, she wants it to have meaning, like the additions of her 
predecessors—the embroidered initials of past presidents, for example, 
or the phrase Ecce Quam Bon urn across the shoulders. Though the Order of 
the Gown as an organization dates back to 1873, the president’s gown in 
Mobley’s closet is relatively new, having just been purchased in 2021, but 
that doesn’t mean it’s not already steeped in history. “When 1 wear that 
gown,” Mobley says, “I’m carrying the names and the work of the people who 
came before me. It reminds me that tradition isn’t static-it grows with us.”

Mobley earned her own personal gown as a sophomore, and while some 
students receive gowns from family members or friends, she is the proud 
first owner of her gown and decorates it with pins that show off her person­
ality. For the president’s gown, however, a simple pin won’t do. Gold ginkgo 
leaves line the gown’s hem (a personal touch added by the 2024-25 president, 
Alexis Miniat, G’25), so Mobley is considering stitching green thread into the 
gold—a personal contribution, yes, but one that also shows her connection to 
Miniat, who is a childhood friend. Whatever Mobley’s contribution, it will be 
one more voice carrying the story of Sewanee’s oldest academic honor society. 
“This gown may be new, but it carries a very old and powerful story. I want my 
part in that story to count. That’s what I love about Sewanee,” she says. “We 
honor the history, but we’re still writing our chapter in it—stitch by stitch,”

RELICS

Farm to Table, Cow to Carton

Before there were barcodes and plastic Jugs, there were 
campus cows and colorful milk cartons. The University 
Dairy, founded In the early 20th century to serve both 
the Sewanee campus and community, once delivered 
fresh bottled milk door to door—often placing it directly 
Into customers’ refrigerators In unlocked houses. These 
Illustrated cartons, now housed In the University Archives, 
mark a later chapter in the dairy’s history, just before its 
closure in the 1960s. Decades before “farm to table” was 
a movement, Sewanee was living it—fresh from the herd, 
processed on campus, and packaged with distinctive, 
locally inspired charm.
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LEADERSHIP AND LEGACY 

As chief. Straessle has 
had to make hIgh-stakes 
decisions. “There have 
been times when it’s up

THE HEART OF THE HALL

Volunteer student firefighters live in Ayres 
Hall, a residence hall Just next door to the 
fire station itself. “It’s one of the nicest 
dorms on campus," Straessle says. "But 
the real heart of It Is the common room. 
That's where we hang out. watch games, 
eat meals together—and after tough 
calls. It’s where we decompress. No one 
else on campus quite understands those 
experiences like we do." The common 
room is the site of everything from hard- 
fought video game battles (Fortnite is a 
favorite) to shared buckets of wings on 
football game days.

into a burning building." 
he says. "That's a heavy 
responsibility for a 21-year- 
old. but we've trained for 
years, and I trust my team."

THE CALM BETWEEN 

THE CALLS 

While most campus 
calls are minor 
dorm alarms ("Lots 
of burnt popcorn." 
Straessle says), the 
SVFD takes each 
call seriously. "We 
cover about 19.000 
acres—including the 
town of Sewanee—so 
we see everything 
from structure fires 
to rope rescues." 
he says. He recalls 
the recent rescue 
of a cocker spaniel 
named Petey who 
had tumbled off a 
cliff. "He fell pretty 
far." Straessle says. 
"But we used our 
rope rescue training.'s^.mgSa • 
and he was OK. "

Inside the Scicancc Volunteer Fire 
t^e^artment k’itb Student Fire Chief 

Jed Straessle

WHEN JED STRAESSLE, C’26, .ll l ived on 
luyus, lie V.lined to eaiAX" ;i path thfoiigh 
wance that w.as nil his own an c.xpei i 
ee thaTwas fiiftei"ent from those of his, 

lli ee oldct" siblings, all of whom had ea 
J:^npii.s home before him. " I hey had 

Iteady done basically every thins;." he says.
h W.inted something different something 

would challenge me." After a visit to 
IP^^iUnpus one of the S<"\\ anee

truc^iiiliyjiiesslc had a |ilan to pursue 
something none of hi.s family members 
had don« l^-\yould .ioin the .Sewanee 
Volunteer I-Mi)lepai tment.

Tcxlay. Straessle ),i"on<lly wears the title 
of student fire chief. (It's .ilso worth noting 
that he carries the title of I lonor Council 
chair this year, too.) Ki"om the training 
rtxim of the station to the kitchen of Ayres 
I lull. where the student volunteers live. 
Straessle lakes us behind the scenes of the 
Sewanei" \dlunle("r l ite Department.

BREAKING BREAD

The station’s kitchen Is a go-to spot for community meals. 
"We eat a lot of Clurg food, so Tuesday night dinners and 
Sunday breakfasts are something we really look forward 
to." Straessle eaye of the traditional times set aside for 
the students to dine with fellow volunteers. "It s the most 
fun experience I've had at Sewanee. ” Straessle says.
“And the most meaningful."

CHUTES AND LAD

The station Is IMflHblo four trucks—including a 
ladder truck—and a room affectionately known as 
"the Blue Room." used for training and studying. 
Its walls display photos of alumni dating back 
to 1980. and a jacket and helmet belonging 
to former Chief David Green, who served the 
department for 50 years.

------------------- PHOTOGRAPH BY WILLIAM DESHA2ER
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ON THE MOUNTAIN

THE QUAD

I

A Velvet Underground 
poster from my 
favorite record 

store in Santa Cruz, 
Streetlight Records. It 
reminds me of warm, 

sunny beach days, 
and driving along the 
Pacific Coast Highway 
blasting music with 
the windows down!

-EMMA STEADMAN, C’26.

SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA

SEWANEE FALL 2025

My personalized copies of The Book 
of Common Prayer and The Hymnal 

1982. The books were given to me as a 
graduation gift to honor my time as 
a chorister and acolyte at my home 
church, St. Bart’s on Park Avenue in 
New York City. Now I use The Hymnal 

every Sunday during the academic year, 
singing for the 11 a.m. service with the 
University Choir at AH Saints’ Chapel- 
one of the big reasons I chose Sewanee!

—MOHANA BUCKLEY, C’27, NEW YORK. NEW YORK

H ■

were taken decades ago, they feel 
timeless—just one look and I’m back 
in Budapest. To me, these pictures 
emphasize how past generations 

have shaped my future, and create 
a sense of home within a broader, 
collective immigrant experience.

C8ENI NAQY C'27, BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

1

I have a jade Foo Dog 
statue that I bought 

at an antique store 10 
I!- minutes away from my 

house in Homewood, 
Alabama. It came in 
a set of two—my high 
school best friend has 
the other one—and it 

always makes me smile 
because it reminds me 
of home and my dear 

friend.
-CHRISTIAN GARCIA C'27, 

HOMEWOOD. ALABAMA

What item did 
you bring to 
campus that 
ost reminds 

you of home?

u
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PORCH LIGHT

Catalysts for Change
Theoretical chemist Alexandra Raeber on how she explores cleaner, 

smarter ways to reticle carbon—and wl^ science is pretty.

WHEN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR of Chemistry 
Alexandra Raeber first encountered quan­
tum mechanics in college, she wasn’t think­
ing about energy policy or climate change. 
“It was just so mathematically beautiful,” 
she recalls. "I'm one of those people who 
love science for how pretty it is.”

That love of elegant equations eventu­
ally led Raeber to theoretical chemistry, 
where she now uses computer models to 

explore ways to recycle carbon dioxide 
into something useful—like fuel. Her work 
doesn’t happen in a lab with beakers and 
goggles, but on a high-powered campus 
computer, running calculations that test 
which molecular structures might make 
carbon conversion faster, cleaner, and 
more sustainable.

Carbon dioxide reduction is one of the 
most urgent challenges in climate science. 

"We’re not doing an amazing job slowing 
it down,” Raeber says. “So instead of just 
preventing CO^, we’re trying to figure 
out how to recycle it.” One promising 
approach: electrochemical reduction, a 
process that uses renewable electricity to 
convert carbon dioxide into useful mol­
ecules like methane or carbon monox­
ide-potential fuels or industrial building 
blocks.

But right now, that process is slow and 
inefficient. The best catalysts for it are 
rare and expensive, made from metals 
like platinum and palladium. Raeber’s 
work explores whether more abundant 
elements, like copper or nickel, could do 
the job just as well.

Rather than test each possibility in a 
lab, Raeber builds virtual models of these 
catalytic converters. "What I do is make 
models of molecules in silico, ” she says, 
explaining that “in silico" refers to exper­
iments done on a computer rather than 
in a lab. “That way, people don’t have to 
spend time and money in the lab testing 
something that might not work.” Using 
Sewanee’s high-performance computing 
cluster, she runs simulations to predict 
how small changes to a molecule’s shape 
or composition might improve its perfor­
mance-providing experimental chemists 
with a smarter starting point.

Eventually, Raeber hopes to integrate 
machine learning into her work—teach­
ing algorithms to spot patterns across 
massive datasets and predict what might 
work before a human even thinks to try 
it. But for now, she’s still captivated by 
the fundamentals. “The fact that you can 
write equations on paper and describe 
something real—that’s amazing to me,” she 
says. “Even if the real world is messier, the 
idea that math can get us close still feels 
kind of magical.”

That sense of wonder fuels both her 
research and her teaching. “This work 
tells us something true about the world,” 
she says. “Even tiny insights can feed intd 
a bigger picture—one where scientific 
precision supports a more sustainable 
energy future.” —SCOTT pett

ILLUSTRATIONS BY SOREN KUNZ; PHOTOGRAPH BY WILLIAM DESHAZER SEWANEE FALL 2025 U
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April Alvarez, L'lS, 
associate director 
of Sewanee's 
School of Letters, 
lends he* •ohae™"' 
to rhe Sidtcase 
podcast, which 
explores the 
mysterla i of Ely 
Green's Fe.
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Who Was Ely Green?
A new podcast unpacks the life and legacy of the biracial author f-om Sewanee 

whose story reveals not just one mans extraordina^  journey, but a deeper, 
more complicated history of the University, the Domain, and America.

MAYBE YOU'VE HEARD of Ely (pronounccd 
EE-lee) Green or even read one of his 
autobiographies. He is, after all, some­
thing of a legend in these parts.

A boxer, bootlegger, soldier, and 
storyteller. Green grew up in Sewanee 
at the turn of the 20th century before 
lighting out West, Years later, he returned 
home with a 1,200-page manuscript of his 
life that became two books—Ely and the 
expanded Too Black, Too White-that gar­

nered him recognition from the Sewanee 
Review and The New York Times.

From these two autobiographies, we 
know so much about him; That his mother 
was a Black domestic servant in Sewanee 
and his father was from the prominent 
white family she worked for. That his white 
family never claimed him, and he fled a 
lynch mob and the Mountain at 18 for the 
plains of Texas, where he worked the oil 
fields. That he served as a soldier in France 

during World War I before working for 
Hollywood movie stars in Galifornia. That 
he returned to Sewanee 50 years after leav­
ing, carrying that handwritten manuscript 
in the suitcase he left with.

But what secrets were in the suitcase, 
and what secrets were left out? That's the 
mystery at the heart of The Suitcase, a new 
nine-part podcast created by a team of 
Sewanee faculty, staff, and students. By 
speaking with his granddaughter and other 
experts, and by digging through archives, 
family records, and the Ely Green Digital 
Variorum (created by Hannah Huber), the 
podcast team is peeling back the layers of 
Green's life—and discovering that his story 
is filled with discrepancies, gaps, and the 
ghostly presence of people whose records 
may have been lost to history.

“Every time I think 1 have something 
nailed down, it's like, oh, wait a minute.

12 SEWANEE FALL 2025 PHOTOGRAPHS BY WILLIAM DESHAZER



there’s another part of this,” says April 
Alvarez, L’15, associate director of Sewanee’s 
School of Letters and producer and narra­
tor of the podcast. ’’There’s another ques­
tion. There’s another person to talk to.”

One lingering question involves 
Green’s grandfather, Ned, once enslaved 
and later a mountain man whose pres­
ence shaped Green’s early life. Where did 
Ned come from? Where was the home 
Green talks so much about? Even with 
the help of three historians and robust 
archives at their disposal, the team still 
can’t pin down answers to either question.

’’These are mysteries we keep talking 
about with each other,” says Sam Worley, 
L’24, who helped conceptualize and 
plan the podcast as part of an indepen­
dent study with Huber, and who was 
responsible for writing the first episode. 
“His grandfather is a real character, but 

nobody knows anything beyond the fact 
that he was enslaved, including where 
he was from and how he ended up in 
Sewanee. What keeps compelling us to dig 
deeper is just wanting to know more.”

That’s just one of many threads the 
podcast pulls, threads that unravel not 
just personal history but the broader 
tensions of race, memory, and belong­
ing. From Texas oil fields to World War 1 
trenches, California film sets to the seg­
regated South, Green lived through key 
moments of American history spanning 
Reconstruction to the Civil Rights era— 
and adds rich complexity to what it was 
like to be a biracial man in America.

“The extraordinary thing to me about 
this narrative is that in American nov­
els and movies, at the time, there was a 
trope where biracial people would face an 
unhappy ending if they tried to pass [as 

white]," Alvarez says. “Green breaks that ste- 
reotyp>e and revels in these situations where 
people make assumptions about who he is. 
Plus, he has something to say about who he 
is throughout much of American history."

Green’s story, after all, is a story as much 
about his life as it is about the Mountain’s 
troubled past told by someone who grew 
up here, deeply loved this town and its 
landscape, and returned to tell about it.

“The story of Ely Green is not just the 
story of this one person, ” says Worley. “It 
really is the story of Sewanee. It embodies so 
many of the challenges and contradictions 
of this place, as well as its physical beauty.”

Follow along as the team—which also 
includes Bruce Manuel, C’81, as the voice 
of Green, Thomas Lakeman, C’86. as a 
consultant for the podcast, and Sarah 
Rimkus as composer—digs into all of it at 
thesuitcasepodcast.com. — LAURA j. COLI

SEWANEE FALL 2025 U
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