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Scholarship
Sewanee:
A Beloved
Academic
Tradition

Camille Pfister
Editor-in-chief

pring at Sewanee is

filled with so many
traditions, events, and
opportunities for stu-
dents, faculty, and staff
alike. From comprehen-
sive examinations, to
SOP trips, to Easter and
Sparty, to just celebrat-
ing the warmer weather
and taking study breaks
with your friends, the
spring semester brings
much to enjoy. One of
these beloved traditions
is Scholarship Sewanee.

Scholarship Sewanee

began in 1994 as “Sci-
entific Sewanee”, a
half-day poster session
at the end of the spring
semester. In its original
form, approximately 40
posters were displayed,
all affiliated with the
sciences. Since its
inception, Scholarship
Sewanee has grown to

See Scholarship
Sewanee on
Page
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Sewaneroo Music Recap 2024:
Exclusive with Moon Taxi

Meredith Williams

Arts and Entertainment
Editor

&

Chloe Wright

Junior Editor

€€ We love coming out
here, Sewanee! Y’all
know how to party,”
Trevor Turndrup, lead
singer of Moon Taxi,
said from the stage,
amongst the packed
crowd of cheering col-
lege students. After
a long, long night of
dancing and screaming
the lyrics to our new
favorite songs, nothing
exemplifies EQB quite
like Sewaneroo.

Sewanee’s annual
music festival Se-
waneroo was a complete
hit this year, with acts
ranging from hip hop to

folk to high energy rock.

In order to know more
about the performances,
Arts and Entertainment
Editor Meredith Wil-
liams (C ‘27) and Junior
Editor Chloe Wright (C
27) interviewed every
performing band- stu-
dent or otherwise— that
went on the Sewaneroo
stage.

The first artist—
known as Kaleb instead
of his full name Kaleb
Seay (C ‘24)- has per-
formed 3 times at Se-
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waneroo, and with all of
those opportunities, he
has given himself plenty
of time to develop his
style. “I would define
[my music] not like a
genre, but the first thing
I would say is that it is
real,” he said. “Though,
if you wanted a genre,
from time to time I do
RnB, and I recently
just recorded a country
song.” ,

After performing his
first time at Sewaneroo
in 2022 without much
knowledge of what the
music festival really
was, Seay felt inspired
to pursue music by how
much everyone support-

ed him. “You might not
realize it now, especially
while being young, but
everything pays off,”
Seay said. “Cherish the
time you’re here. This
place gives you the op-
portunity to push your
own art.”

While known around
the fraternity band
scene, J.Y. Elliott (C
‘24) told us about how

~excited he was to play at

Sewaneroo for the first
time. Having the chance
to play solo instead of
with his classic rock
band 5 Car Pileup, he
chose to play acoustic.
“[Sewaneroo] has been
Continued on Page 7

Residential
Life: An
Analysis of
Continued
Miscom-
munication
and
Frustration

Jacob Franklin
Opinions Editor
&

Brendan Downes
News Editor

Executive Editor Lizzy
Donker contributed to
this story.

Ask a Sewanee
student to name a
daily source of frustra-
tion, and all too often,
they’re likely to respond
with two words: Resi-
dential Life. Based on
The Purple’s experi-
ences trying to cover
issues important to
Sewanee’s students, it is
easy to identify a central
issue —miscommunica-
tion. The Purple’s latest
encounter with Res

Life involved trying

to get information for
our readers about the
probable impacts of the
decision to close dorms
Hunter and McCrady

See Residential
Life on Page 8
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Take Back the Night: A Brief Overview of Its National
and Campus History

Alec Massey
Features Editor

Rock band concerts,
candlelight vigils,
and witch hats may

seem to not fit together,

but they all played a
role in the origins of
the national program,
Take Back the Night.
Though the foundation
for the program was
created in the 2001 by
Katie Koestner, Take
Back the Night can be
traced all the way back
to the 1970s and has
been upheld by mainly
women and college
students throughout
the decades. Sewanee

itself has a history with
Take Back the Night,
and Dr. Sylvia Gray, in
conjunction with the
students of Sewanee
and deputy coordinator
Kaylei Goodine, helped
to make Take Back the
Night an annual event
on campus.

After arriving on
campus in late 2017,
Gray noticed that many
programs towards
sexual assault preven-
tion were led by stu-
dents. “They are trying
to make Sewanee a
better place, but they
have finals; they have
exams; they are trying
to study abroad...,” she

said in reference to the
students’ roles as leaders
in prevention program-
ming. For her first year
of work, she collaborat-
ed with students in order
to figure out what pro-
grams they wanted, and
during her second year,
they asked the students
which programs they
could take on to lessen
their workload. “There
is a gap of support and
backing to the student
organizations so that it
is [not] sustainable,” she
said.

There are several
national programs for
sexual assault awareness
and prevention such

as a T-shirt program, a
denim clothing program,
and a red flag program.
Gray chose Take Back
the Night (TBTN) as

a jumping-off point
because of its history

at Sewanee. In 2001, Se-
wanee first tried out the
program, but it quickly
fell off. Around 2012,
women and gender stud-
ies students arranged
the program, and they
walked from a theme
house, Greek house, or
any favored location on
campus to Guerry-Garth
where a Q&A was held
for survivors, allies,

and supporters to come
together and share their

stories. However, it was
discontinued again. “Is
there anyone we need
to be in contact with?

Is there a reason why it
stopped? Is there some
offense to it?” were

all questions that Gray
asked while trying to re-
vamp the program. After
her search for answers
came up short, Gray and
Goodine started the pro-
gram again, and it has
been going on strong for
three years. “I was very
impressed that students
were leading things

and that Sewanee was

a place where students
could create an organi-
zation and take it on,”

she said, but Gray also
recognized that support
was needed and fulfilled
her promise to work
with and for the students
on prevention and edu-
cational programs.
Sewanee’s history
with TBTN is relatively
brief when looking at
the movement’s history.
Back in the 1970s, Phil-
adelphia, San Francisco,
and Los Angeles women
fell victim to violence
from men, and to gain
support and resources
for them, women from
the University of South-
ern Florida marched
through campus wear
Continued on Page 5
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Letter from the Editor

Dear readers,

I am honored to have had the opportunity to
serve as Editor-in-chief of The Sewanee Pur-
ple for the past semester, and I am excited to
continue my work next semester. As we near
the end of the semester, I would like to thank
my entire staff for their dedication and hard
work in pursuit of honest, reliable, and ethi-
cal reporting. I would like to especially thank

my Executive Editor Lizzy Donker and Lay-“
out Editor Caroline Winslow. P

In this last issue of the semester I would

like to draw your attention to our analysis of
Residential Life written by Opinions editor Ja- |
cob Franklin, News Editor Brendan Downes,

and assisted on by Lizzy Donker. I would also
like to draw your attention to the two articles
written about Sewaneroo, including an ex-
clusive interview with headliner Moon Taxi,
obtained by Arts and Entertainment editor
Meredith Williams and Junior Editor Chloe
Wright. Finally, be sure to check out the pho-
tos of Sewanaroo taken by our staff photogra-
pher Ella Mitchell, and be on the lookout for
the complete photo essay of the photos taken
on our website in the coming week!

It has been a pleasure to serve as your edi-
tor in chief. I thank all of you for allowing
us to investigate and share the news of the
Mountain. I wish all students good luck on
their final examinations, and bid a farewell to
the graduating seniors. Have an excellent and
restful summer!

YSR & EQB,
Camille Pfister (C ‘25)
Editor-in-chief

The Sewanee Purple is an indepen-
dent student publication devoted to
covering the campus community at
The University of the South. We strive
for accuracy and fairness and prompt-
1y correct factual errors. If you think
something needs correction or clarifi-
cation, please email us at spurple@se-
wanee.edu.

I am a Member of The Tortured

Camille Pfister
Editor-in-chief

Iam a writer. I am a
poet. I have note-
books filled to the brim
with stories, with lost
emotions, with endless
words that need to be
written down before
they consume me. So
maybe that’s why, or at
least one of the rea-
sons why, Taylor Swift
speaks to me so much.
I’ve never had an awful
break up- never even
been in a romantic rela-
tionship. But I do have
anxiety and depression.
I have felt the sting of
betrayal when someone
you love leaves you.
I write my emotions
down in notebooks,
and I listen to Swift’s
melodious voice to heal
something inside me.
The past few days
have been especially
healing for me. As I
crawl towards finals,
feeling the pressure of
burnout and incom-
plete assignments, like
she always does, Swift
came to my rescue. On
April 19, Swift’s 11th
studio album, The Tor-
tured Poets Department
(TTPD) was released.
With 16 tracks, two fea-
tures, and a few teased
bonus tracks, I was al-
ready amped up for this
release. Following her
break up with actor Joe
Alwyn, rumored love

affair with 1975 lead
singer, Matty Healy,
and her record break-
ing, show stopping,
Eras Tour, I knew this
album would blow me
away, break my heart,
and put it back together
all at once. And boy
was I right. Of course,

I didn’t know how right
I was, and how much
Swift would continue to
surprise me. At 2 a.m.
(ET), two hours fol-
lowing the release of
the album, Swift, like
the mastermind she is,
“scheming like a crimi-
nal”, broke everyone’s
brains when she an-
nounced that The Tor-
tured Poets Department
was a double album,
and she released The -
Tortured Poets Depart-
ment Anthology with 15
additional tracks.

Now, it’s only been
two days (at the time
of writing) since the
album was released, so
I am still processing
all of the masterpieces
that have been laid
at my feet. All of the
songs are filled with
emotionally vulnerable
and powerful lyrics that
take my breath away.
Swift has done some-
thing that reminded me
of why I fell in love
with her in the first
place. She has put her
darkest, most hidden
emotions into song
lyrics. She has made

Poets Department

me feel like my hidden
poetry for only my eyes
to see has been lifted
from the page and put
to music. (But like, way
better than anything I
could ever write).

For this review, I
bring you a quick run
down, first impressions,
and general vibes of
each of the tracks on
the original 16 track
album.

“Fortnight (feat. Post
Molone)”
“Fortnight” has a nice
beat to it, and Swift’s
soft, sweet voice works
well with Post’s deeper
voice. The music video
is filled with beautiful
images. Top lyric: “I
love you, it’s ruining
my life.”

“The Tortured Poets
Department”

The title track of the
album has quick, bit-
ing lyrics that flow
well with the music.
Swift’s voice going up
high in places scratches
a piece of my brain.
Her-name dropping of
famous artists is fun
and makes me look up
people I didn’t know
much about. Top lyric:
“At dinner you take
my ring off my middle
finger, and put it on the
one people put wedding
rings on.”

“My Boy Only Breaks
His Favorite Toys”
This song’s beat mixes
well with Swift’s voice,

and her “ooohs” sound
lovely. The synth pop
vibe of this song makes
it catchy and lovely
to listen to. Top lyric:
“Cause it fit too right.
Puzzle pieces in the
dead of night.”
“Down Bad”
Swift’s delicate voice
begins singing slowly,
and then picks up with
the synth pop beat.
The beat is fun and the
melody catches your at-
tention. Top lyric: “For
a moment I was heaven
struck.”

“So Long, London”
Track Five’s are known
for their devastating
lyrics and this song is
no different. Swift sings
slowly and softly, like
she’s gearing up to let

go. She has so much to .
say, but can only barely
get it out. So long takes
on two meanings: it’s
been so long, too long,
of this death, and a
goodbye “so long.”
Top lyric: “My white
knuckle dying grip,
holding tight to your
quiet resentment.
“But Daddy I Love
Him!”

This song starts slow,
and picks up with
fun, cute, lyrics in the
chorus. Swift’s voice is
beautiful and melodious
and when the chorus
hits, her voice gets
louder and filled with
so much passion.
Continued on Page 7
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NEWS

Ella Mitchell
Photography Editor

S ewaneroo is one

of, if not the, big-
gest events put on by
the Tigers Entertain-
ment Board (TEB) for
the Sewanee student
population every spring.
It proves to be a hit
among the student body,
drawing excited crowds
yearly. Sewaneroo is a
large-scale event which
takes a lot of planning
and organization to put
on. This year’s event
included performances
by smaller student solo
artists and bands during

Sewaneroo: Let’s Talk Money

the day with the head-
liner, Moon Taxi, tak-
ing the stage that night.
Diverse food trucks,
airbrush tattoos, balloon
animals, tarot readings,
and custom t-shirts were
just some of the excit-
ing activities also made
available to students
during the event.
Something Sewanee
students likely don’t
think about when it
comes to events like
this is the money behind
it. Obviously, the food
trucks, activities, and
the bands that perform
cost money, but students
likely do not consider

the individual costs of
these things and the
amount they add up to.
Ivory Roberts, Assis-
tant Director of Student
Programs, told The
Purple the total cost of
Sewanaroo was “about
$75,000.”

The extra activities
that are offered to stu-
dents during the event,
such as the airbrush
tattoos and the t-shirts
provided this year are
aspects of Sewanaroo
that enhance the overall
experience for students.
“We ask the students,”
Roberts said, when
asked how the activities
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e

were chosen. “We send
out surveys sometimes,
if you come to our
events we ask because
it’s a TEB-sponsored
event. We really ask
who we see at events.”

The t-shirt station was
new this year, and Rob-
erts spoke on how that
happened. “A student
really wanted that so we
priced it out different
companies and brought
it,” Roberts said. “So
it’s just a really student-
accumulated informa-
tion that we get the
vendors from.”

It is evident that the

amount of work that
goes into putting on

e TP s e

an event at this scale
requires a long period
of planning. TEB begins
their planning process
immediately after the
last event has taken
place.

The process for
contacting big names to
perform at an event like
Sewaneroo is something
that might seem unat-
tainable to the average
Sewanee student. “We
have to reach out to an
agent and certain artists’
agents only deal with
other agents,” Roberts
said. “It takes prob-
ably about three or four
months just to get in
contact with a specific

4 Photo Courtesy ofE‘IIav Mitchell

artist.”

The Music House,
a student organization
who used to contribute
money to Sewaneroo, is
no longer in existence.
The Music House is said
to have donated $8,000
annually to help support
Sewaneroo. It is worth
asking whether or not
other student organiza-
tions would be willing
to support the festival in
the future. “This is fully
TEB funded,” Roberts
said. “This year the Vice
Chancellor out of gener-
osity he found out about
Sewaneroo and donated
a significant amount to

Continued on Page 4
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Let’s Talk Money... continued from page 3

the food.”

A lot of students will
remember the poll sent
out near the start of the
year allowing the stu-
dent body to vote for the
event’s headliner. This
year’s headliner, Moon
Taxi, was not an option
on the list. Despite this,
students still seemed
excited about the event
when Moon Taxi was
announced. Moon
Taxi’s set was packed
with Sewanee students
who were enjoying the

music. Roberts gave
some insight as to what
happens when the artists
that the students want
are unable to play: “It
just came to a point
where we really just had
to pick someone so the
TEB representing the
student body really just
had to narrow down and
pick an artist that was
affordable and available
at that time.”

Reflecting on stu-
dent perspectives of the
event, some students

Photo Courtesy of Ella Mitchell

preferred the
student per-
formances
and perfor-
mances from
smaller local
groups over
the headliner.
The Tilts,

a Sewanee
favorite, and
a handful of
other musi-
cians per-
formed throughout the
course of the festival.
“I only stayed for like
20-30 minutes of [Moon
Taxi’s] set, but I liked
the previous band bet-
ter,” Mohana Buckley
(C 27) said. “They
were our age group, and
they just looked like
they were having more
fun on stage. When
Moon Taxi came on it
felt like we had antici-
pated their set leading
up to Sewaneroo, but

for the headliner it fell a
little flat. And I love live
music so that was sort of
disappointing.”

Another concert
attendee, Natalie Tur-
nage (C “27) offered a
different opinion than
Buckley. “Moon Taxi
was honestly the best
concert experience I’ve
had!” Turnage said.
“They brought a level
of energy to the stage

that I rarely see any-
more from most modern
bands—there was never
a dull moment watching
them! Also, the music
and vocals itself? Top
tier.” Both Turnage and
Buckley’s opinions offer
different student per-
spectives that allow a
better understanding of
how Sewanee students
felt about this year’s
Sewaneroo.
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Overall, Sewaneroo
2024 was a successful
event. The cost of the
event itself is evidently
a large undertaking for
the university and Tigers
Entertainment Board,
and students seem to
appreciate the amount
of work that goes into
putting on an event of
this scale.







