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Executive Summary

Over the summer of 2010, I interned at the Office of the Public Defender of Maryland.
My first three weeks at the Public Defender’s Office were spent in the Felony Trial Division.
This period was designed so that I could gain a ground-level understanding of the circumstances
in which appellate issues arise. The schedule in the Felony Trial Division was highly
unpredictable, and I learned to be prepared for anything. My task while working in Felony Trial
was to observe as much as I could and help wherever possible. I was able to attend arraignments,
suppression hearings, postponement hearings, and numerous jury trials. I also assisted in trial
preparation by visiting to crime scenes, reviewing evidence and medical records, and searching

for inconsistencies within and among witnesses’ statements.

During the next five weeks of my internship, I worked in the Appellate Division of the
Public Defender’s Office. Each day, I performed legal research on Westlaw and wrote legal
memoranda thai were incorporated into appellate briefs. My memos included a discussion of the
law and an application of the law to a particular set of facts. Issues I researched included what
information the state must provide to prove the voluntariness of a confession, what constitutes an
improper inducement to confess under Maryland law, what factors render a confession
involuntary under Maryland law, preservation of issues for review, what constitutes plain error,
what limits exist on the right of a trial judge to question witnesses, what constitutes a waiver of
the right to counsel by inaction, and what is required to establish a factual basis for a plea of

guilty to the charge of contempt, and what constitutes cruel and unusual punishment.
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Each Thursday in the Appellate Division, all of the assistant public defenders would meet
to discuss cases they had lost on appeal. An attorney would describe the facts of the case and the
court’s reasoning, and the other attorneys would discuss whether there was a chance that the

decision would be reversed on appeal. After the discussion, the assistant public defenders would

vote on whether or not to petition for certiorari.

Through my internship, I gained a new perspective on the court system. I had previously
worked for a justice on the Arkansas Supreme Court, where I was able to observe the system
from the top down. Interning with the Public Defender’s Office gave me the opportunity to
observe the system from the bottom up. My previous internship had taught me the importance of
appellate briefs in the appeals process, and I was able to learn how the briefs are constructed by
working at the Public Defender’s Office. I was able to observe first-hand the difference between
trial work and appellate work and to see the different set of skills that they each require. I also
learned how frequently U.S. Constitutional law comes to bear in criminal appeals. Through my
internship, I gained a profound respect for the public defender system. I am fascinated by

criminal law and am interested in working for a public defender’s office as both a trial attorney

and an appellate attorney.



