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What's
the Se-
wanee
Tiger
Doin™?

Features Editor
Eva Monahan

is past foggy Fri-
day, The Purple de-
cided to meet with

the Sewanee Tiger for a
very professional Q&A
session regarding some
pressing issues on cam-
pus.

How are you feeling to-
day, Tiger?

Oh y’know, it’s foggy on
the mountain. I’m feel-
ing like I'm fitting right
in. It’s a great day to be
Bishop Fog here.

What’s the Tiger’s fa-
vorite sport right now?

Right now it’s gotta be
badminton. It’s a little
hard for my paws to

See

Ziger on Page 2

Students Gather on Quad to
Protest Gun Violence

Rebecca Cole
Editor-in-Chief

nstead of simply
Istanding up against

gun violence, Se-
wanee students chose
to lie down in solidar-
ity with its many vic-
tims. On Wednesday,
April 5, over 100 stu-
dents gathered on the
quad to participate in
the nationwide walk
out against gun Vig-

lence. The event was
inspired and promoted
by the group Students
Demand Action. There
have been at least 139
mass shootings in 2023
alone according to the
Gun Violence Archive.
On K-12 school prop-
erty, there have been 85
victims so far in 2023
and last year in 2022 the
total was 273 accord-
ing to the K-12 School
Shooting Database.

Photo courtesy of Beylie Ivanhoe

After the shooting on
March 27 in Nashville
Tennessee at the Cov-
enant School claimed
the lives of six individu-
als, students used their
voices to peacefully
protest against gun vio-
lence and advocate for
reform. Everyone gath-
ered and laid down on
the quad for six minutes
in order to honor the in-
nocent lives lost. Since
the tragedy in Nashville,

there have been 13 other
mass shootings (as of
April 9).

Elizabeth de Wetter
(C’23), organized the
walkout on Sewanee’s
campus and was the first
to speak to students. She
encouraged those on the
quad to chant, “No more
silence. End gun vio-
lence.” Speaking to the
student body, she said,
“We need action to keep

Continued on Page 4

Proctors’
Tensions
with Res
Life Worsen
Over Spring
Break

. Lizzy Donker

Junior Editor

uring the Easter

2023 semester,

proctors were
told to remain on cam-
pus and on-duty during
spring break. The order
from the Office of Resi-
dential Life was then
revoked and dismissed
as a miscommunication
issue. Student proctors
who were subject to the
changes and had to alter
their spring break plans
as a result, disagree, con-
tending that this incident
is the latest in a long-line
of “miscommunica-
tions” that have been felt
by proctors for years.

See

Procilors on Page 3 —




Yummy Books!: The Edible Book Festival is Back

Camille Pfister

Arts and Entertainment
Editor

fter a three-

year hiatus due

to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the Se-
wanee Edible Book Fes-
tival is back on campus.
The Edible Book Festi-
val is an event celebrat-
ed by libraries across the
world, and involves ev-
eryone’s favorite things:
books, food, and compe-
tition.

On Monday, April 3,
2023, students, staff, and
community  members
gathered in the lobby of
duPont Library to cast
their vote for one of the

categories in the Edible
Book Festival: People’s
Choice. While

ing around, holding a

walk-

tiny star sticker, people
gazed at the many cakes,
snacks, and pies that rep-
resented various novels.

The criteria for the
Edible Book Festival
was simple: it must be
edible and represent a
book. Some chose to
bake a cake and use ic-
ing to depict the novel’s
cover. Others chose to
the
theme or image people
think of when they think
Others
went the “punny” route
and let humor drive their
design.

represent overall

of the novel.

Penny Cowan, Direc-
tor of Collections Man-
agement of the duPont
Library, organized the
event with support from
the Information Technol-
ogy Services, Friends of
the Library group, and
McClurg Dining Hall,
which supplied ingredi-
ents and cooking space
to those who needed it to
make their entry.

“We knew we were
facing a hill to climb be-
cause the group of stu-
dents here have never
seen this before,” Cowan
said. “We really tried to
focus on publicity, with
digital signs and the big
poster and everything
we could think of to get

people involved.”

The festival included
six categories of compe-
tition: People’s Choice,
Funniest/Punniest, Best
Team Entry, Best En-
try by a Child, Sewanee
Connection, and Best
Entry of a Children’s
Novel.

Junie B. Jones has a
Peep in her Pocket cake,
created by Sewanee
community member Sar-
ah Edmonds, won both
People’s Choice and Best
Entry of a Children’s
Novel. Funniest/Punni-
est went to the Much Ado
About Nothing creation
by Associate Dean of the
College for Undergradu-

ate Academic Affairs

and Professor of English
Alexander Bruce (C’89),
which
of rice krispy treats and
all labeled
“Ado” in icing surround-

involved stacks
cupcakes,

ing an empty cake plate.
Best Team AEntry went
to the jello pie of Moby
Dick, created by two
Sewanee undergraduate
students, Cecilia McFad-
den (C’25) and Dixon
Cline (C’23). Best Entry
by a Child went to the
cake depicting a Paw
Best Se-

wanee Connection went

Patrol novel.

to the sherbert creation
by Turner Cline (C’23),
based on the novel Dune,
as the author’s widow is

a Sewanee community
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All entries were lovely
and brought visitors lots
of joy as they walked
through the tables with
their friends, looking at
each entry. While the
voting took place, the
library provided a sepa-
rate table of treats for
visitors to eat from, in-
cluding cakes, crackers,
and fruit. After the vot-
ing took place, competi-
tors had the choice to
either remove their entry
from the tables, or allow
their entries to be eaten.

It was a fun event and
a great reminder of our
journey out from the

Continued on Page 5
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Letter from the Editor Tiger... Continued from Page 1

Dear readers,

In this issue, I am very proud
of our staff for tackling complex
themes. With the shooting at the
Covenant School in Nashville
still in recent memory, we mourn
the loss of innocent lives and use
our voices as students to take
action. Peyton Hassinger, a staff
writer, wrote a great article about
how the shooter’s identity is
being used to promote anti-trans
messages. Camille Pfister, our
arts and entertainment editor,
covered the 13th annual Sewanee

Monologues and the vulnerability

of students to share their stories._
And one of our Junior Editors,

Lizzy Donker, worked hard to

capture the complexities of the
relationship between proctors
and Residential Life that was
strained further during spring
break.

I hope that everyone is taking
care of their mental and physical
well-being during this time. I
encourage you all to enjoy the
flowers in bloom around campus
and take a nice stroll in the
sunshine.

YSR and EQB,
Rebecca Cole (C’24)
Editor-in-Chief

grasp the racquet but I’m
getting better at it. I just
try to lodge the racquet in
between my two fingers—
I only have four fingers
on each paw. I'm all for
the hustle.

What’s your favorite
dance move you like to
pull out?

I really like...The Shop-
ping Cart. It’s where you
get to put a paw above
and reach up for some-
thing in the aisle and put
it back. It’s one of my fa-
vorites.

What does the Tiger
think about McClurg
food right now?

Oh, y’know, the Tiger
would love to see some
more  lasagna. That
would be absolutely in-
credible, but breakfast
always hits—especially
when there’s pancakes.
The Tiger would love to
see some chicken that is
fully cooked? But the Ti-
ger is feeling better about
that..It’s had a little more
flavor, which has been
delightful.

Does the Tiger have any
Garfield in them, with
the lasagna thing?

No. Unrelated. Not even
friends. The Tiger knows
Garfield. The Tiger is not
friends with Garfield

Did something happen

between the Sewanee
Tiger and Garfield?

We can’t speak of it...Cat
fight.

What does the Tiger
like to do in their free-
time?

Y ’know, I really love to
just prance about, frolic,
it you will. Specifically
through Abbo’s Alley. 1
like to make appearances

~ s e woodl
iadid R T P
=

g S e T b < 4
4 S etk ey Fd - Y =
“ 0 95

Are you in Greek life?

No. GDL

What sorority or fraier-
nity do you frequent, if
any?

Well, 1 frequent Kappa
Delta, and 1 also fre-
quent, hin, y’know Delt’s
a fun one. I love a good
Chi Psi_porch moment.

Photo courtesy of The University of the South Twitter

to frighten other people,
but also to keep people
on their toes. Gotta be ea-
ger and ready to act. Love
to read a good book. Re-
cently I’ve been into Da-
vid Sedaris. Always have
Mary Oliver in the back
of my mind. Working
on trying to improve my
badminton skills. Work-
ing on irying tc run in
these. .Paws.

Would you say you have
bad mittens?

(gasps and sighs) I would
say that.

I also love just wonder-
ing about, listening to the
noises of the night.

How does it feel to be
the icon of the univer-

sity?

Y ’know, it’s exhausting.
[ never get to rest. Ev-
erywhere I go, someone
asks me (o sign my au-
tograph, but I can’t even
hold a pen. So often I just
keep to myself when iI’m
out and about, but people
just want this enthusi-
astic tiger, but I mainly
just want to stay in the

church. Y’know, Bishop
Foggy.

Are you from Tennes-
see or some jungle far
away?

Boin and raised in a Ten-
nessee cave. I grew up
lapping water from the
ATO spring. Sewanee
runs through me, literally
and metaphorically.

Do you come from a
long line of tiger mas-
cots, or are you the only
famous one in your
family?

Y 'know there are other
famous tiger mascots, but
I believe I am of a differ-
ent breed. I haven’t done
the DNA test but that’s
what I feel in my soul.

Do you have a den
somewhere on campus?

Yes. It’s a secret.

Can we get a hint as to
its location?

There are lots of rocks
nearby.

For our final question,
can you give us your
best rawr?

Rrawr. That took me 20
or so years to cultivate.
I’ve even taken vocal les-
sons with our own Dr.
Ginger.
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Proctors... Continued from Page 1

Two current proctors,
disheartened and tired
from what they describe
as frequent and negative
encounters with res life,
told The Sewanee Purple
that they are happy to

be leaving their posi-
tions after this semester.
The Purple reached out
to residential life staff,
proctors, and the leader
of a student initiative
created solely to com-
municate with res life to
determine what contrib-
uted to the spring break
debacle, but also what
the underlying issues are
that proctors face in their
daily efforts to do their
jobs.

Historically, Se-
wanee’s Office of Resi-
dential Life has always
made it optional for stu-
dent proctors to stay over
spring bréak, with the
incentive of additional
compensation. This year,
what res life referred
to as “a lot of different
miscommunication at
various roles that did not
line up with what the
process actually was,”
ziécord'mg to Casey Kre-
ger, Director Residential
Life, student proctors
referred to as “not a mis-
communication...they
sat us down at a proc-
tor meeting in February
and said we have to be
on duty,” according to
Hannah Rosser (C’24).
This incident, along with
many others, has led to
“a lot of discontent with
res life,” said Jarrett Wil-
lis (C’23), from student
proctors and the student
body in general.

“Every spring prior
to this one, proctors

have always been asked
to stay...do this and

you can get some ex-

tra compensation in
whatever format, it’s

an optional thing,” said
Kreger. “It’s always
been optional. This past
springtime, there was a
lot of miscommunica-
tion that was occurring at
various different levels,”
said Kreger. “And at the
end of the day, we did
have proctors that were
on call, but they did say
‘hey, I’ll be here and I'll
do it. They were not
forced to do it.”

Veteran proctors Ross-
er and Willis claim that
this was not the case.
Willis, a senior proctor,
said that he personally
had to alter his plans in
order to stay for spring
break this year when he
originally was not sup-
posed to.

“I was on duty for
the first night of spring
break, and when the
head proctors said in our
group chat to, if there
was a problem talk to
your AC [Area Coor-
dinator] about it, so 1
talked to my area coordi-
nator Nic [Savage] about
it, and he essentially told
me, ‘sorry, that sucks,
you still have to be here
you’re still on duty.” So
then I talked to the heads
[head proctors] about
it...and then they just
ignored me,” he said.
“It’s not as bad as some
others who had to com-
pletely cancel flights and
vacations and stuff, but I
did have to stay an extra
day.”

When told what Kre-
ger said about the proc-

tors being asked to stay
over spring break, Ross-
er said, “that’s a lie....
people in the proctor
group chat were trying
to pay people to cover
their shifts and res life
blatantly said ‘We don’t
care. You are expected to
be on duty.’”

“We [proctors] never
signed anything. There is
no spring break policy,”
Rosser added. “Res life’s
favorite thing is to scare
us into doing our job.
Res life was really really
hostile and I can assure
you firsthand it was not a
miscommunication.”

“We knew during the
first semester it was a
possibility and the head
proctors assured us if
we didn’t want to be on
duty we didn’t have to
be,” Rosser said. “The
area coordinators got
very hostile. It was a
huge mess. Res life was
extremely rude all year
long and some people
did actually have to stay
over spring break that
didn’t want to.”

Danielle Vosburgh,
assistant director of resi-
dential life, who claimed
to not know enough
about the spring break
process and declined to
be interviewed, sent out
an email to proctors dur-
ing the confusion. Her
message stated “If you
are not able to be on call
our policy says that you
are on call until it be-
comes covered or unless
your AC (area coordina-
tor) approves you to not
be on campus.”

Willis said his issue
for the proctors goes
beyond this year’s

spring break. Willis said,
“res life, I feel like, has
gotten a little bit cocky
and arrogant, and...not
mistreats as in abuse or
anything, but sometimes
maybe mis-values their
proctors and doesn’t
really show them the re-
spect they deserve. I feel
like there’s been a lot of
huge lack of communi-
cation this year, mainly
coming from res life.”
Exacerbating the chal-
lenges faced by proctors
and other students who

. have to deal with the ad-

ministration, Willis said,
“they [res life] don’t do
their job, they’re never in
the office, they’re always
late to everything, and
then if I’m late to some-
thing it’s like the end of
the world. If they skip
meetings, miss meetings,
it’s, ‘oh, it’s just whatev-
er, sorry.” If I miss meet-
ings, then I get a report
written about me, I have
to sit there and have a
meeting where they very
disrespectfully question
my life.”

Rosser said there is a
common perception that
res life “mistreats the
students” and “doesn’t
care [about proctors].”
For this reason, many of
the proctors are “scared
to talk,” she added.
Many of the student
proctors who The Purple
reached out to interview
did not respond or de-
clined to be interviewed
because they are trying
to continue as proctors in
the coming year.

The issues have
reached such a level of
concern on campus that
the Student Govern-

ment Association (SGA)
recently created a res life
committee headed by
Dixon Cline (C’23).

“Res life sent emails
that were incomprehen-
sive, unenforceable, and
led to mass confusion...
and that’s in addition to
every other complaint
that has been made. So
we thought this semes-
ter, it’s important that
we have a longstanding
res life committee that
can address these issues
and meet with Casey, or
whoever” Cline told The
Purple.

Sewanee’s website
describes proctors as
“leaders throughout the
campus community,”
adding that “the position
of a University proctor is
both an honor and a great
responsibility.”

Willis said that he
became a proctor “ to be
a more positive influ-
ence in the community.

I felt like as a freshman
and sophomore, I wasn’t
exactly a leader. Ididn’t
really express what I
think I have in leader-
ship capabilities. And,

I thought proctorship
was a good way to do
that and reach out to the
younger people and un-
derclassmen that maybe
are just getting to Se-
wanee and are confused
and I can be there to help
them out.”

Given recent situa-
tions and the current
strained relationship
between res life and
proctors, it is evident that
proctors are not feeling
like they are being treat-
ed or respected as the
student leaders they are.

Asked to respond to the
proctor’s issues and their
roles on campus, Kreger
told The Purple: “my
philosophy is proctors,
while they are student
leaders, they’re students
first.” With this in mind,
and the creation of the
new Res Life SGA Com-
mittee, one can hope that
res life and proctors will
have a better understand-
ing and communication
moving forward.

For any concerns
regarding res life, Cline
encourages students to
reach out to SGA, either
through Instagram dm
@sewanee_sga or email
SGA@sewanee.edu.
You can also reach out to
res life through email at
reslife@sewanee.edu.

Editor-in-Chief Re-
becca Cole contributed
to this story.

—
—
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students safe not just
in schools, but in their
communities. And this
means widespread gun
regulation is needed.”
QR codes pasted on
posters near the speak-
ers gave students access
to petitions and signed
them up to receive a tool-
box from the organizers.
This toolbox, that stu-
dents received in email
form, contained links
to petitions to require
background checks and
stop gun trafficking. In
addition, a Google Doc
was attached with fur-
ther resources and ac-
tionable steps for stu-

Protest... Continued from Page 1

dents to take.

Natalie Price (C’23),
was another student in-
volved in the organiza-
tion of the event and
supported de Wetter
throughout the process
and the walkout. When
approached by The Pur-
ple, she said, “I feel like
we have this misconcep-
tion that we’re safe on
a college campus.” The
shooting in February
at Michigan State Uni-
versity that claimed the
lives of three students
and injured more only
proves Price’s point
that gun violence is not
only a threat to K-12

students. The shooting
in Nashville was not a
singular event and Price
said, “It [the threat of
gun violence] applies to
everyone, not just in the
state of Tennessee, but
this whole country and
we have to actually do
something.” For Price,
helping with the event
was “important to do
and it was something
that we [students] could
do.”

Peter Gray, the Uni-
versity Chaplain, also
spoke at the protest. He
gave a moving speech
about the future he saw
for students across the

country, and advocated
for regulation mov-
ing forward. “We have
let the world become
this way. And that truth
should make us sad. Not
resigned, not numb,” he
said, “That truth should
make us feel something
deep.” He ended his
speech by compelling
students to imagine a
new future and be a part
of the change we wish to
see.

When The Purple ap-
proached de Wetter, she
said, “I continue to be
shocked and dismayed
by the lives that are lost
and I think I keep going

back to the place of feel-
ing really hopeless and
not knowing what to do.
And I hope that maybe
an event like this can
keep moving us in the
right direction.”
Ovérall, the event
lasted about 20 minutes
and many students went
straight to McClurg for
lunch afterward. Some
professors encouraged
their whole class to
walk to the quad and
participated along with
the students. Deans and
other administrators
were-also present. The
protest represented the
ways in which students

can use their voices
and peacefully protest
against the injustices
they see in the world.
With the privilege and
the ability to walk out of
class, students demon-
strated their solidarity
with the fight to end gun
violence.

The phone number
for Sewanee’s Coun-
seling and Psychologi-
cal Services (CAPS) is
931-598-1325 or CAPS
can be reached through
email at caps@sewanee.
edu.
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