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FITL Research of Caribbean Literature


As an International & Global Studies major with a focus on the Hispanic World, my interest in Spanish and Latin American literature, politics, and culture was the spring- board for my interest in the Fund for Innovative Teaching and Learning internship fund.  Basing my research on social theories and anthropological examples from my classes, I proposed a project about the novel Sirena Selena vestida de pena by the Puerto Rican author, Mayra Santos-Febres.  I conducted research and am currently co-authoring an article with Betsy Sandlin, a professor of Spanish at the University of the South.  The article will be submitted to the Hispanic literary journal, Revista monográfica/ Monographic Review, by November of 2009.  We incorporated the theories of Gramsci, Judith Butler, and many others within our interpretation (and argument) about the social implications made in the novel.


My interest in this specific novel comes from the interesting (and taboo) subject matter the author tackled- male transvestites and prostitutes in Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic (not to mention drug use, rape, and racism).  In addition to my INGS major, I am a Women’s Studies major, and thus had a knowledge of, and base in, feminist and LGBT movements and theory.  I had read the novel as part of the literature taught in Professor Sandlin’s “Women Authors of the Hispanic Caribbean” class in the Spring of 2009.  When I approached her and asked her to work with me on a project for the FITL internship, she immediately agreed on the interesting task.
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I stayed and worked on the Sewanee campus over the summer for the internship (as well as for a part-time position at the Stirling’s Coffee House).  Because of the nature of the project, Professor Sandlin and I agreed to conduct the majority of the research independently.  We maintained contact via emails and met once to twice each week.  We began the project with an intense research period in order to gain a firm knowledge of the theoretical works we used and to re-read the novel itself with a new perspective.  The journal to which we were going to submit our work required the issue’s articles to be focused on the presence of fashion within Hispanic literature.  As we read the novel and wrestled with our research, we focused on theories of clothing and fashion, examples from the novel, and gender performance theory.


After the first month, we began to make drafts of the article.  We split the article into parts (such as the introduction and conclusion) and agreed to cover different themes and examples.  The use of the “Google Doc” function of the gmail email account program made the co-writing of the paper much easier.  Unfortunately, I had to leave campus for a week because of a family emergency.  Thus, we were not able to write an entire rough draft of the article, but we are planning to continue the project during the academic semester and submit a finished product by the end of November.


Because of this internship, I have become familiar with the process of conducting intense research for an article and then the process of writing it and submitting it for publication.  I see this new knowledge as an invaluable form of preparation for my future career as a college professor of Spanish/Latin American culture and literature.  The 
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 know-how of navigating a library’s database and online journal article sources will prove to be helpful during my future graduate studies.  Also, publication is a major step on the road to receiving my doctorate.  This internship was a highly beneficial experience.  
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