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Football players shed light

onraceissues, challenge
NCAA umfonnrul&s

By Lam Ho and
Fleming Smith
Executive Staff

During the 2016 foot-
ball season, Ronald Hayes
(C’'19) and Kirk Murphy
(C’17) used their influence
on the field to promote so-
cial change by printing shirts
advocating the messages
of the Black Lives Matter
movement. However, in the
last few games of the sea-
son, they received criticism
as a result: the first of these
incidents took place when
Coach Laurendine informed
the football team after a Sun-
day practice that he received
an email from National Col-
legiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) detailing  rules
against donning their uni-
forms with any accompany-
ing lettering.

To address the disagree-
ment that ensued, Hayes
and Murphy were featured
in a coffee and conversa-
tion event at the Community
Engagement House (CoHo)
on Monday, October 24,
where they discussed their
concerns and shared three
moments in the 2016 sea-
son that profoundly shaped
their experiences as black
athletes.

Kirk Murphy (C’17) wears a white shirt

eneath his Jjersey that says,
“Black lives matter.”
Photo by Matt Hembree (C’20)

At this event, Hayes be-
gan the story with saying,
“For those of you who are
unaware of what we’re do-
ing, Kirk had the idea of
getting a shirt made that
said ‘Black Lives Matter’
on the back of it that hung
out underneath his pads on
the back, and I told him,
‘I’'m not going to let you go
through that alone. I'm not
going to let you make that
stand by yourself.””

In solidarity, Hayes made
a shirt that said “free us” on
the front and “free me” on
the back. He added, “[Mur-
phy] wore his [during warm-
ups]. Before that last game,

on Sunday practice, the
coach made an announce-
ment that he received an
email from the NCAA say-
ing that we could not wear
shirts that hang underneath
our pads.”

After Murphy exited the
field because of his reaction
to Laurendine’s announce-
ment, Hayes approached
the coach to ask if that was
an “official rule.” Hayes ex-
plained, “As soon as we dis-
missed, I went up to Coach
and I asked, ‘Is this an email
that has been sent out to all
coaches in the NCAA, or is
this even a legitimate rule?’
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And he couldn’t tell me, and
he said he’d be glad to check
on that for me. At that time
I asked him if he could send
me the email. He made sure
to tell me, ‘This is not me
doing this, this is just a mes-
sage I received. I don’t have
a problem with the shirts,
but for the sake of the mat-
ter, just tuck in the shirts. It’s
not that big of a deal.” And
after I heard him say that,
I just lost it. For him to say
that, it shows that he doesn’t
get it.” At the CoHo event,
Hayes also said, “I guess
it’s not so much the fact that
we couldn’t have our shirts
hanging out, but it’s the fact
that, to our notice [from the
coach], that next week Berry
received the same email, but
I've heard nothing else about
2y

In response to the The
Sewanee Purple's question,
“Did you receive an email
from the NCAA?” Lauren-
dine responded, “That is in-
correct.” He then specified
that he found the rule online.

Berry College football
coaches declined to com-
ment.

Explaining his actions
that day, Laurendine said,
“First and foremost, I have
never, ever told anyone on
the football team that they
can’t protest for anything.
The situation here is uni-
form detail. NCAA doesn’t
allow them to promote any-
thing outside of their school
team.”

In a document called
“Football Uniform FAQ”
published by the NCAA on
August 29, 2016, the orga-
nization lists the following
questions: “Are words al- |

lowed on wristbands and | \
other attachments? What |
about messaging for causes,
organizations, etc.?” The
answer states the following:

“The rules do not specifi- |

cally address words or sym-
bols that reference charitable

causes, political candidates 3

or political issues, social me-

dia, religious or club affilia- :

tion, etc.”
The dispute of this NCAA
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Sewanee celebrates annual
Lessons and Carols under new
choirmaster Dr. Ward

By Evans Ousley and

| Taylor Lanier

Contributing Writers

On December 3-4, Se-
wanee celebrated the 57th
Annual Festival of Lessons
and Carols in All Saints’
Chapel. Dr. Geoffrey Ward,
the new University Organist
and Choirmaster, considers
this year’s festival a suc-
cess, calling the “beautiful
worship service truly spec-

 tacular.” Ward hand-picked
| the carols with care from

the many different pieces
of repertoire to craft the ser-
vice to his own vision for
the classic Christmas tradi-
tion.

The Chapel was adorned

Taylor Thornton (C 1 7) and Alpha
Tau Zeta raise $1,358 for Gatlinburg

Dr. Geoffrey Ward conducts the University Choir.
Photo courtesy of the University of the South Flickr

with greenery, poinsettias,
and hydrangeas collected
and arranged with care by
members of the Sewanee
community, and no one
could miss the Advent
wreath pouring out its gor-
geous foliage from above.
One piece sung by the
choir this year, “There is no
rose of such virtue,” was ar-
ranged specifically for Ward
and the University Choir for
the 2016 Festival of Les-
sons and Carols by a cur-
rent Sewanee parent. Ward
could not have been more
pleased with the experience
as a whole as he commented
that he continues to “refiect
on the whole congregation
singing the hymns, with the

choir leading and the brass
playing along. There is so
much energy and passion. It
was unbelievably powerful
to experience.”

He witnessed the whole
Sewanee community come
together to prepare for the
weekend, as the Physical
Plant Services team helped
to redesign the chapel and
many community members
worked to decorate the cha-
pel with beautiful greenery
and flowers.

“There are many tradi-
tions at Sewanee, but this
one is unique because ev-
ery faction of the university
See LESSONS AND
CAROLS,

Page 2 >>
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To address the disagree-
ment that ensued, Hayes
and Murphy were featured
in a coffee and conversa-
tion event at the Community
Engagement House (CoHo)
on Monday, October 24,
where they discussed their
concerns and shared three
moments in the 2016 sea-
son that profoundly shaped
their experiences as black
athletes.
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to Laurendine’s announce-
ment, Hayes approached
the coach to ask if that was
an “official rule.” Hayes ex-
plained, “As soon as we dis-
missed, I went up to Coach
and I asked, ‘Is this an email
that has been sent out to all
coaches in the NCAA, or is
this even a legitimate rule?’

nization lists the following
questions: “Are words al- |
lowed on wristbands and |
other attachments? What
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organizations, etc.?” The
answer states the following:
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The dispute of this NCAA

‘Future project to e explore Sewanee’s
true history with slavery

By Fleming Smith
Junior Editor

On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 7, Dr. Woody Register
and Tanner Potts (C’15),
graduate of the history and
American studies depart-
ments, held an initial interest
meeting for a new endeavor
that will examine Sewanee’s
history with slavery and the
influence of race on the insti-
tution. Currently, the two are
accepting project ideas from
students and faculty and plan
to gather resources and a
research team by the end of
next semester.

“This past summer, the
University joined a formal
group, which is called Uni-
versities Studying Slavery.
It’s a consortium of univer-
sities from Pennsylvama

Georgetown and Washington
D.C., University of Virginia,
all the way down to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi,” said
Register. “They’re trying to
understand and come to term
with their respective institu-
tions’ history with slavery.”
The endeavor follows on
the heels of similar projects
at Sewanee, such as a formal
exploration by faculty and
students that took place last
year. One facet of the explo-
ration examined the history
of problematic symbols, ar-
tifacts, and memorials on
campus, such as the Con-
federate flag in the stained
glass windows of All Saints’
Chapel. Register also noted
an Archives exhibition on
Sewanee manhood that he
and Potts created, which also
addressed the hlstory of slav-

ery and race in the antebel-
lum and postbellum periods.

“People ask, what is the
University’s history with
slavery? And the most com-
mon answer I've heard in
my 20-plus years has been
that the University’s his-
tory with slavery is really
nominal, minimal,” Register
explained. “One reason is
because the University did
not really open its doors offi-
cially until 1866. People say
that Sewanee didn’t really
technically exist except on
paper [before the abolition of
slavery].”

He compared this ar-
gument to the perspective
many hold of the Civil War:
that the war was not “about”

See SLAVERY
PROJECT, Page 3>>

: TdylorThomton (C ’17) and Alpha
Tau Zetaraise $1,358 for Gathnburg

By Lam Ho
Editor-in-Chief

In the aftermath of the
wildfires that affected
thousands of residents in
Gatlinburg, Taylor Thorn-
ton (C’17) led a fundrais-
ing effort that raised $1,358
within the first six days.
Members of the Alpha Tau
Zeta (ATZ) sorority con-
tributed their time by set-
ting up a table at McClurg
Dining Hall and encourag-
ing students, faculty, and
staff to donate, and many
delivered donations to the
ATZ house.

“People have been gen-
erous! They have respond-
ed positively, and I have
had people even go to the
Dollar General to buy do-
nations that we desperately

Taylor Thornton (C'17) poses with the clothing donations for Gatlinburg.

Photo courtesy of Taylor Thornton (C'17)

needed like school supplies
and feminine hygiene prod-
ucts. One person donated
some Playstation 3 games,
which was interesting,”
says Thornton.

Katie Wayne (C’19)
says, “Being a Tennes-
see native, I really support
Sewanee’s engagement in
helping the communities
that have had to endure
such trials. ATZ provided
a great opportunity for me
to aid my Tennessee neigh-
bors and I chose to donate
mostly winter items be-
cause I know the winter is
pretty unforgiving some-
times. I'm very thankful I
had the opportunity to help
Gaflinburg and hope that
my family’s favorite vaca-
tion spot can be revived
through the kindness of
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others, such as ATZ.”

Thornton has plans to
personally deliver the do-
nations at the Jubilee Dona-
tion Center in Gatlinburg.
“The money will go to the
Dolly My People Founda-
tion, which sends affected
families $1,000 a month
to keep them on their feet.
All money goes directly to
the families,” Thornton ex-
plains.

Thornton grew up in
Sevier County and felt per-
sonally tied to the fires in
Gatlinburg, which Sevier
County-and Tennessee Bu-
reau of investigation re-
cently found were caused
by two juvenile hikers, who
threw lit matches onto a

See GATLINBURG,
Page 2>>
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December 14, 2016

Letter from
the editor

Dear readers,

Thank you for the years of readership you have given
to The Purple. Writers, thank you for the years of work,
investigating, interviewing, and editing. Editors, thank
you for the support, positive energy, and laughter. As we
close the semester, listening to Christmas music in the
office, I feel the excitement of passing on the newspaper
and seeing where it will go next semester. We hope you
are as excited for next year’s changes as we are.

In this issue, I hope you will read about Sewanee’s
celebration of Lessons & Carols, Dr. Woody Register and
Tanner Potts’ (C’15) initiative to address slavery, and Page
Forrest’s (C*17) brave and interesting opinions piece on
the recent Gilmore Girls revival.

You have read my letters that discuss, in great length,
what we hope to achieve. But my last letter will ask this
of you: the newspaper is one entity on campus that needs
and deserves a substantial dose of criticism. We want
more of it from all readers. I hope that we have welcomed
it through our website’s comment section, Facebook,
and our acceptance of letters to the editor. If you have
suggestions, please reach out to us at spurple@sewanee.
edu, so we can best serve our community.

EQB,
Lam Ho
Editor-in-Chief

The Sewanee Purple is a bimonth-
ly newspaper run by students of Se-
wanee: The University of the South.
Students of both the college and the
School of Theology, faculty members,
and others in the community are en-
couraged to contribute to this pub-
lication. The Purple strives to cover
any and all events that are 'f){ concern
to those at the university. The Purple
also provides a_forum C{or student
opinion and debate and serves as
an outlet for photographers, writers,
artists, and all those interested in any
aspect of newspaper production.
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Lessons and Carols... continued from

plays a part in the continua-
tion of Lessons and Carols.
I feel special to be a part of
it,” says Ward.

Soprano Madeline Nay-
lor (C°20) said, “It’s really
easy to get into the spirit
for Lessons and Carols be-
cause all of the music is so
spiritual and the hymns are
so triumphant, which to me
is what Christmas is about.
Add brass andit’s nothing
short of majestic.” The al-
tos, tenors, and basses dem-
their masterful
range in Rorate. The final
phrase, “Pro nobis puer na-
tus est”, or “A child is born
to us”, must still be ringing
somewhere in the Chapel.

Sewanee students, par-
ents, faculty, staff, and

alumni were not the only
people in attendance. South-

s
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ern Living magazine sent a
photographer to document
the weekend for an article
on southern holiday tradi-
tions they will publish in
month’s magazine.
A man with a large-lensed
camera captured special
moments throughout the
weekend, snapping the best
shots of choir members
singing, Sacristans light-
ing candles, fraternity and
sorority members greening
the chapel, and Proctors and
Angels greeting guests as
they ushered them to their
seats. Each year during the
week leading up to the fes-
tival, the whole community
comes together to contribute
to an experience full of the
wonder of the Advent and
Christmas season.

As one of the head

ge 1

acolytes, Austin Heerema
(C’17) read the seventh
lesson, The Shepherds Go
To The Manger, for the 5
o’clock Sunday Service.
“Lessons and Carols is al-
ways an enjoyable experi-
ence, if an exhausting one,”
said Heerema. As a senior,
Heerema added, “It was a
nostalgic experience be-
cause I’ve served at Lessons
and Carols every year since
coming here in 2013, and
this is my last year to do it.
The music and decorations
were beautiful, and I hope
I'll be able to come back to
Sewanee and experience the
service again, if only from
the congregation.”

Since Dr. Robbe Del-
camp’s retirement in May
after 37 years as University
Organist and Choirmaster,

e

trail on November 23.

“My dad worked there
ever since I was in elemen-
tary school, so I grew up
in the Smokies and walk-
ing the Gatlinburg strip...
My aunt taught me hiking,
camping, and love for na-
ture by walking the gor-
geous trails of the Smokies.
My family was fortunate
enough to not have been
too terribly affected, by the
devastation brought on my
friends has devastated me,”

Sandy Milien (C’17) and Austin Hereema (C’17) |

Ward has been preparing for
his first Lessons and Carols
from the moment he started
at Sewanee. After months of
preparation and anticipation
of the festival, Ward now
feels an almost nostalgic
feeling now that it has come
and gone, though he knows
he has many more years of
Lessons and Carols ahead
of him. He adds,“There are
only 360 more days until we
get to do it again!”

When the entire Con-
gregation joined in the final
hymn, “Once in Royal Da-
vid’s City”, the spirit of the
season shone through. One
enthusiastic passerby ex-
claimed, *I cannot wait until
next year!” He must have
spoken for us all.

i i, - 5

ead the procession at the end of Lessons and Carols.

The Rev. Jim Turrell of the School of the Theology, Rev. Molly Short of Saint Andrew ’s-Sewanee, Rev. Den. Betty Carpenter of Otey Parish and

All Saints Chapel, and Rev. Julia Gatta of the School of Theology process in for Lessons and Carols.

Gatlinburg... continued from Page 1

Thornton says.

The fire initially did not
pose a threat to Gatlinburg
or surrounding areas, but on
November 28, high-speed
winds hit Sevier County
and spread the embers of
the fire already burning in
the park to areas of lower
elevation. As a, result, as
AL.com reports, 14 lives
were lost, 130 people have
been injured, and as report-
ed on December 5, 2,500
residents of Sevier County

remain without power.

Thornton urges people
to donate to the My People
Foundation as well as to
go to MountainTough.com
and send donations to that
address.

“I just want to say thank
you,” says Thormnton. “The
Sewanee community has
really come together and
gotten behind this project,
and I am thankful to see
that people care about the
place 1 grew up and the

people I grew up with. In
particular, I want to give a
shout out to Gamma, Kap-
pa Omega, Theta Kappa
Phi, ATZ, and Phi Gamma
Delta for their donations
and to the Vice-Chancellor
for donating $500. The sup-
port has honestly made me
feel so loved because I see
the love people have for
communities outside of Se-
wanee. Thank you. Thank
you. Thank you.”
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By Grayson Ruhl
Executive Staff

On December 1 in Gailor
Auditorium, Co-Chair of
The University of Chicago’s
Humanities Department Dr.
Aaron Tugendhaft delivered
a talk entitled “The Idols of
ISIS.” Tugendhaft analyzed
the intersection of art with
politics and religion through
an intense study of a particu-
lar Islamic State propaganda
video.

Taken in late February of
2015, the video depicts ISIS
members destroying ancient
sculptures in the Mosul Mu-
seum, sculptures that ISIS
claims were representations
of false idols condemned
by Allah to destruction.
Tugendhaft addressed this
video in three separate but
related levels: Idols, Muse-
ums, and Videos.

Tugendhaft first assessed
the nature of idols and ISIS’
perception thereof. The of-
ficial ISIS magazine, Dabigq,
claimed that their actions

while having the added ef-
fect of angering ISIS’ ene-
mies, were not intended as a
political statement but were
meant to honor Ibrahim’s
charge to cleanse the world
of idols—even if it required
violence. Tugendhaft noted
that Ibrahim, although a radi-
cal in his own right, did not
explicitly seek violence and
destruction but rather strove
to “free the minds”™ of those
who worshiped idols other
than Allah.

However, this raises a
frustrating question: why
smash idols that are no lon-
ger worshipped? This rift be-
tween reality and proclaimed
ideology suggests that ISIS’
actions are perhaps as politi-
cally charged as they are re-
ligiously influenced.

Tugendhaft then dis-
cussed the part museums
play. He acknowledged that
most museums are active
crime scenes in which art is
being appropriated; howev-
er, the crimes perpetrated in
the Mosul Museum are cer-

Football and NCAA...
continued from Page 1

guideline did not stop on

Sewanee’s campus. During

the Tigers’ game at Berry,

Murphy claims that a referee

told him he could not play

with the letters on his shirt
hanging below the jersey.
At the coffee and conversa-
tion event, Murphy clarified:
“When [the referee] threw
the flag, coach thought it was
on me, but it wasn’t. The ref-
eree walked up to me and
said, ‘Tuck in your shirt.” I
said, *What about my fellow
opponent right here in front

of my face?™”

In a separate interview,
Hayes said, “At the time at
the Berry game when Kirk
was addressed for his shirt,
I saw three other Berry
players with their shirts un-
tucked. I remember [the ref-
eree] blew a whistle, stopped
the game, and all I could see
was Kirk out there throwing
his hands up.”

Accordmg to Murphy,

the referee had said, “I don’t
like your letters.”

In the NCAA’s most re-
cent rulebook, the organiza-
tion states that “if an official
discovers illegal equipment,
or if a player is not wearing
mandatory equipment, the
player must leave the game
for at least one down and is

not allowed to return until

the equipment is made legal.

The player may be allowed
to return without missing
a down if the team takes a
charged team timeout, but
in any event he may not play
with illegal equipment or
without mandatory equip-
ment” (1-4-8-b).

“It 1s unlikely we will
comment on a specific situ-
ation,” Jackie Hobson, a
media and public relations
employee with the NCAA,
said in response to questions
about the rule and its ap-
plication in these two situa-
tions.

tainly more explicit. Tugend-
haft addressed artwork creat-
ed during Saddam Hussein’s
regime as examples of how
images can be transformed
to take on new meanings. He
explained that many ancient
images, including paintings
of Asyrian king Ashurnasir-

Dr. Aaron Tugendhaft delivers his talk.

pal, were recreated to feature
Hussein as the protagonist.
So altered were such ancient
images to glorify Hussein
that some whom Tugendhaft
had spoken with shrugged
the horrors of the video off
because they felt the arti-
facts represented Hussein’s

Photo by Mart Hembree (C’20).
regime.

Tugendhaft then analyzed
the role of videos in image
destruction and recreation.
He noted that, although ISIS
was destroying these ancient
artifacts, they replaced them
with new images—videos
of their efforts. This rebirth

In an interview about the
altercation, Murphy said,
“As I grew as a black student
at Sewanee, | looked at [the
situation] and said, ‘I can ed-
ucate these people and chan-
nel my anger into something
that can change this cam-
pus... You have a choice.”
Murphy did not remove his
jersey and, as a result, was
removed from the game. “I
sat on the bench.. . I got back

in the game after I tucked
my shirt in. I got back in the
game and played the rest of
the game. It’s still football,
and I still want to play. If that
means I still have to tuck my
shirt at the time, okay, cool.
But as soon as the game’s
over, I'm going to take my
shirt out, and I'm going to
approach you. That’s pretty
much what happened.”

The Southem Athletic
Association hired the ref-
erees at this game. When
asked about this altercation,
a Bemry football coach de-
clined to go on the record.

At the end of the game,
Murphy and Laurendine dis-

cussed the incident. Lauren-
dine apologized to Murphy
and “explained where he
came from.” Murphy says,
“I’ve got a lot of respect for
Coach Laurendine and how
he approached the situa-
tion. He explained where he
came from; he didn’t want
to offend me in no kind of
way and stuff like that. And
that’s cool. I really took what
he said to heart, and Coach
Laurendine is a great guy,
but there’s just some things
that the white community
has to understand.”

Hayes spoke of Lauren-
dine wxﬂz the same regard,
but mentioned that at times
Laurendine seemed to draw
attention to their race. He
said, “There was a time
when Coach Laurendine
said, ‘“Where are my two
black backs?’ He was talk-
ing’ about me and Mikey
Plancher (C’18). He was
saying it in a jokingly way.
Immediately, Divine [Malo-
ney] (C’17) and Mikey took
offense to it.”

Murphy and Hayes also

recounted a moment when
a player asked, “Why don’t
we go out on the field before
the game and hold up our
helmets during the national
anthem?” According to
Murphy, Laurendine replied,
“Yeah, of course, as long
as we don’t have any Colin
Kaepernicks.” When Mur-
phy said he would also kneel
for the anthem, the coach did
not respond.

A group of students or-
ganized protests for football
games following the away
game at Berry, wearing
Black Lives Matter shirts
and sitting together in a sec-
tion of the bleachers. Myran-
da Gonzalez (C’19), one of
the organizers of these pro-
tests, says, “When [Kirk and
Ron] told those of us who
were at the solidarity gath-
ering (in the Quad to honor
lives lost to police brutal-
ity), we were mad. I thought
if they can’t wear the shirts
then we will wear it and say
it for them. I wasn’t the only
one who thought this, and
from there, we decided to get

Dr: Aaron Tiugendhaft discuusses ISIS destruction ofcols

of destroyed masterpieces
as the subjects of new works
is nothing new to the plastic
arts: images depicting image
destruction exist throughout
ancient artwork as well. In
this modern case, however,
the new art was not hung on
a museum wall, but posted
on a Facebook wall, and its
creation was not an act of
artistic redemption but an
attempt to define and broad-
cast ISIS’ radical agenda.

While it was difficult to
watch the atrocities of ISIS,
the lecture was beneficial
in understanding how idols,
museums, and videos affect
image production on reli-
gious and political scopes.
Moreover, it raised questions
as to who holds the power
to display such images of
destruction—perhaps social
media sites are no less cul-
pable for their inaction than
they would be for hand-de-
livering the horrific images
to ISIS’ target audience.

as many people as we could
to dress in all black and to
come early so we could pro-
test the national anthem just
like Kaepernick and others
have done. We knew that by
protesting and taking a stand
for the voices that have been
silenced, we would get peo-
ple’s attention and that they
would be mad at the fact that
we choose to kneel down to
the national anthem.”

In creating the shirts that
hung below their jerseys,
shedding light on a national
controversy—the state of
race in politics and, in this
case, athletics—Hayes and
Murphy challenged the am-
biguities of the NCAA rule
that restricts jerseys them-
selves, not the attachments.

“The final line is, the
NCAA doesn’t allow col-
lege athletics to be used as
a platform for any entity. It’s
probably a very good rule.
They just want everyone to
look the same... it’s a team
game,” said Laurendine.
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Slavery Project... continued from

slavery, but rather states’
rights. In terms of Sewanee,
some believe that despite the
interests of the slave-owning
founders, the vision for the
University itself did not in-
clude slavery.

“My contention is that
slavery was actually at the
heart of the University—at
the very center of its found-
ing in the 1850s—and that
the legacy of that founding
has influenced the develop-
ment of the institution in the
generations since,” Register
explained to the students at
the interest meeting. “The
University of the South was
the only institution of higher
education that was expressly
founded for a slave society,
to represent a slave civiliza-
tion that was not ashamed of
itself and believed it had an
indefinite future. The Uni-
versity was founded to be
that civilization’s principle
cultural marker and institu-
tion.”

When one student asked
what types of projects other
universities have begun on
these subjects, Potts named
the College of William and
Mary’s Lemon Project as a
successful model. “Lemon is
the name of a slave that Wil-
liam and Mary as an institu-
tion owned, and their project
has been going on for seven
on eight years. Their project
really consists of a three-
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pronged approach to study-
ing slavery and its legacy at
their institution,” said Potts.
“The first was exploring its
history to the fullest extent,
enlisting students, gradu-
ate students, professors to
go into the Archives and
perform the writing and re-
search. The second step was
that William and Mary made
a commitment to include the
history they were studying
into their curriculum. The
third approach meant reach-
ing out to the community,
which much like Sewanee
has had a distinct history of
division between town and

gown.”
Register has invited the
Lemon Project’s director,

professor of History Jody Al-
len, to campus next semester
to discuss her project and of-
fer thoughts on Sewanee’s
historical context.

“We are a kind of Con-
federate graveyard here,
in terms of the names of
buildings and monuments,
the names of parks and the
names of bluffs. We are a
kind of memorial to the an-
tebellum South, which is to
say the slave South, and it’s
the perpetuation of its mem-
ory in a very foggy way that
suppresses or obscures the
more troubling aspects of
that memory,” Register said
on his feelings of Sewanee’s
current place in the national

discussion of the legacy of
slavery.

“So for me, this is a vital
endeavor not to tear down
the University or to blacken
the name of the men who
founded it, but instead to
understand them, to respect
the world from which they
came, even if it’s a world
we now condemn and now
see as morally indefensible.
And then to carry that his-
tory forward, think about the
history of race, the history
of African-Americans and
their vital but overlooked
and rarely told contributions
to the University,” Register
added.

One student in atten-
dance, Gabby Valentine
(C’17), said of the meeting,
“I think it’s a really brave
and necessary endeavor.
We are a school steeped in
Southern history and I think
to not address it head-on in
all the ways that we can is to
do a disservice to ourselves.
I also like that we’re joining
a network of schools that are
also dedicated to addressing
their history. We're in good
company and I think it could
open a window of collabora-
tion.”

Anyone interested in be-
coming involved in this en-
deavor, which is in the early
stages, can contact Potts or
Register to offer ideas or
help for future projects.
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Reception honors work and dedication
of beloved head residents

y Vanessa Moss
Executive Staff

On December 6, the
Sewanee community cel-
sebrated the careers of its
ithree remaining Head Res-
adents: Susan Peek, Bunny
E{vlorgan. and Jeannie Rob-
“mson.

# Living in Courts, El-
Jiot, and Hodgson respec-
dively, the three women
Shave changed student and
daculty lives over their ten-
:tire at the university. The
nceptlon held for them in
ﬁhe McGriff Alumni House
“;ncluded light snacks, a
“Small wine bar, and a very
“popular card writing sta-
“fion where guests wrote
snotes to the departing
EHead Residents known as

-
o
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Dorm Matrons.

Peek has been a Head
Resident for eight and a
half years, Morgan for
nine and a half years, while
Robinson has been on
campus for 14 years. With
their combined 32 years at
Sewanee, it was not sur-
prising that their apprecia-
tion reception was packed
with people bustling in and
out of every room, trying
to hug or shake hands with
each Head Resident.

Although they need to
completely move out of
the dorms by December
22, all three of them will
not be straying far from
the Domain. Peek will
be staying in Sewanee in
a new home, Morgan is
moving into Monteagle,

and Robinson will be mak-
ing the short trip down the
mountain to Chattanooga.
“Having Ms. Susan in
Courts my sophomore year
was so wonderful,” said
Emily Reidlinger (C’18).

Sewanee’s fina
Photo courtesy of Susan Peek.

“When I had a conflict
with my upstairs neighbor-
-who was an Assistant
Proctor (AP)--1 couldn’t
go to another AP or Proc-
tor to handle the situation,
and taking the issue to

Residential Life seemed
excessive. But Ms. Susan
was in the dorm that late at
night, and was able to me-
diate between us and hear
each side of the story. Af-
ter she stepped in to help,
my roommate and I didn’t
have any more issues from
the people upstairs.”

A current resident of
Elliot, Simon Boes (C’18),
said of Morgan, “Living
with a dorm matron helps
your perspective on dorm
life, University life, and
beyond the gates. Per-
sonally, Ms. Bunny has
weaved her graciousness
and thoughtful attitude
into my own life. I'll treat
people with the same com-
posure now.”

After the crowd toast-

ed the three women and
their impact on the Se-
wanee community, the
women each gave their
brief thanks to the stu-
dents they lived with and
the men and women they
worked for. Morgan closed
their thanks by saying,
“The past ten years have
been the best years of my
life. And that’s because of
you. Thank you.” Sewanee
will miss all three of them
dearly and can only be
thankful that they love it
here enough to stay close
by.







