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Condoleezza
Rice chosen to
give 2018
Baccalaureate
Address

By Anna Mann
Executive Editor

e University bas an-
nounced that the former
Secretary of State, Condo-

leezza Rice, will receive an hon-
orary degree and give the 2018
Baccalaureate Address during
Sewanee’s Comimencement Cer-
emony on May 13.

Rice was the 66th United
States Secretary of State from
2005-2009 and served as Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s National
Security Advisor during his first
term. Rice takes the title for the
first woman African-American
Secretary of State, the second
African-American Secretary of
State, and the second female Sec-
retary of State.

After growing up in a seg-
regated Alabama, Rice went on
to receive her Bachelor’s degree
from the University of Denver
and a Master’s in political science
at Notre Dame University.

In addition to working in the
realm of politics, Rice served as...

See ADDRESS
Page 2 >~

Perpetual Motion celebrates 30th
anniversary with landmark performance

kalynn Harrington (C’18), center front, le

By Mandy Moe Pwint Tu
Executive Staff

erpetual Motion, Se-
wanee’s  student-led
dance organization,

celebrated its 30th anniver-
sary on April 5. Founded in
1988, PMo, as it is affec-
tionately called by students
and faculty alike, show-
cased the talents of student
dancers and choreographers
in a-two-hour-long event in
Guerry Auditorium.
President of the organi-

zation Ellie Clark (C’18)
introduced the event, com-
mending all the performers
for the effort that has gone
into the dances and encour-
aging the audience to cheer
loudly for them.

The event opened with
a delightful dance set to
the Pirates of the Carib-
bean theme featuring the
PMo Officers: Clark, An-
nie Corley (C’20), Nellie
Fagan (C’20), Ashlin On-
drusek (C’19), Danielle Sil-
fies (C’19), and Jiwei Wu

ads students in performing the piece “Inspired Hula Fus

(C’20), as well as the PMo
advisor, Vice President for
Risk Management and Insti-
tutional Effectiveness Eric
Hartman.

“Since PMo is entirely
student run, we have always
wanted to do a fun, short
little piece to give each
PMo officer their chance
to shine,” said Clark. “Al-
though it has been talked
about, it has never made it
to the stage. That was one of
my goals this year, to make
the officers’ piece happen.”

ion,” which she choreographed.
Photo by Matt Hembree (C’20).

The piece was one of two
changes that Clark imple-
mented this year. The sec-
ond was the “Warm and
Fuzzy” table that was set up
in front of the auditorium,
with slips of paper for peo-
ple to write encouragements

to the dancers.
«This has been such a

success that I’ve had to...
See PERPETUAL
MOTION
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Pradip Malde
awarded
Guggenheim
Fellowship for
photography

By Fleming Smith
Editor-in-Chief

hotography  professor
P Pradip Malde recently

won a Guggenheim Fel-
lowship to pursue a photogra-
phy project on female genital
cutting. He was chosen as one
of 175 U.S. and Canadian art-
ists and scholars out of 3,000
applicants.

Guggenheim Fellow-
ships are annually awarded
to scholars as well as artists
who demonstrate “excep-
tional creative ability in the
arts,” according to its web-
site. The Guggenheim Foun-
dation, started in 1925, on av-
erage awards approximately
$40,000 to winners of the fel-
lowship to pursue their proj-
ects during a period ranging
from six months to a year.

Describing his project in a
blog post, Malde wrote, “[Fe-
male genital cutting] is wrong
not only because it harms the
bodies and psyche of mothers,
wives and daughters, but...

See MALDE
Page 4 >>
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By Colton Williams
Junior Editor

o commemorate the
50th anniversary of
the assassination = of

Martin Luther King, Jr. on
April 4, 1968, a coalition of
Sewanee groups put together
a series of speeches, demon-
strations, and events called
“Crossing the Bridge: Living
the Legacy of MLK.”

On April 4, students, fac-
ulty, and community mem-
bers marched to honor the

Participants marched

life and sacrifice of Martin
Luther King. Beginning in
the Quad at 6:01 p.m. Cen-
tral Time, bells rang 39 times
throughout the campus to
mark King’s age at his death.
More than 100 participants
stood in silence as the bells
rang.

Dillon Spann (C’20) be-
gan the event by saying that
he was perplexed as to the
right way to honor King. “Do
we reflect? Because we can
sit here and think about the
impact he had and the teach-

from the University Quad to Angel Park.

life and work of Mar
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Photo by Matt Hembree (C’20).

ings he gave to the world,
and what he did for black
people and the country as a
whole,” Spann said. “And we
could celebrate...but is it re-
ally right to celebrate a man
who we lost at the age of 39
to gun violence?”

Spann went on to say, “50
years ago on the balcony of
the Lorraine Motel, we lost a
black body...and 50 years re-
moved from that tragedy, we
live in a time where we see
black bodies still being re-
moved from their communi-

mmunity march to honor

tin Luther King, .

ties, their jobs, families, and
homes, early and often.”

The unfinished aspect of
King’s “dream” was a con-
sistent theme during the
evening. All of the speakers
touched on some aspect of
modern America and how
racial justice is far from real-
ized.

Eric Benjamin (C’73),
Director of Multicultural Af-
fairs, read lines from Maya
Angelou’s “Still I Rise” and
recounted his experience at-
tending King’s funeral. Ben-
jamin said that the anniver-
sary of King’s death was the
anniversary of “a new strug-
gle which continues today
in many sectors of America.
We must continue to build on
the success of the past. To-
day we have women’s rights,
gay rights, human rights, and
other movements around the
world, all inspired by the
work of Dr. King.”

LaToya Mclntyre (C’20)
also emphasized the impor-
tance of progress and the
need to shine a light on the
racial issues that still plague
the country as a whole and
Sewanee in particular. Mc-
Intyre told the crowd to con-
sider an analogy, saying that
no one is okay with getting
50-70 percent of their meal,
50-70 percent of their work,
or 50-70 percent of their ef-

fort.

“So why is it that when
a minority says they want
100 percent of their free-
dom, they want 100 percent
of their rights... we can’t re-
late? Think about that,” said
MclIntyre.

McIntyre added that from
elementary school to high
school, students hear, “‘He
had a dream and we’ve come
so far,’ but have we? Have
we come very far? We have
done half of his dream. At
the University of the South,
we just removed a Confed-
erate statue. It has been 148
years since slavery has been
condemned. Why did we do
it now? It’s 2018.”

Mclntyre referred to the
memorial for Edmund Kir-
by-Smith, which previously
stood at the intersection of
Texas and University Av-
enues but was moved to the
University cemetery last se-
mester after a request from
his descendant, Tom Kirby-
Smith.

After hearing these sen-
timents from the speakers,
Tori Hinshaw (C’19) led the
crowd in singing the classic
Civil Rights song “Blowin’
in the Wind” before leading
the group in singing “We
Shall Overcome” as those
gathered marched with po-
lice escort from central cam-

pus to Angel Park.

Once at Angel Park,
Charles Whitmer, Executive
Director of the Cumberland
Center for Justice and Peace,
welcomed the group and Fr.
Rob Lamborn (T°94) from
Otey Memorial Parish re-
cited a prayer. At 7:05 p.m.,
the time at which King was
pronounced dead, bells once
again tolled 39 times to hon-
or King’s life and work.

Three more speakers ad-
dressed the marchers at An-
gel Park. Barbara Banks
talked of living in Sewanee
pre- and post-Civil Rights
Movement. Bruce Manuel
(C’80), owner of Sewanee
Pilates, discussed how Mar-
tin Luther King is perceived
today differently from his
time. Francis Walter (T°57)
told the crowd about his ex-
perience as a priest in segre-
gated Alabama and how he
was fired for supporting the
civil rights cause.

After these speakers, the
crowd once again joined to-
gether in song, this time with
the more upbeat and hopeful
“We Shall Not Be Moved.” It
was a fitting tribute to Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and a
reminder of the continuing
struggle for civil rights for
all.
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Letter from
the Editor

Dear readers,

As we near the end of the semester, which will
mark the end of my third year at Sewanee, I've
started to notice how much Sewanee can change
in only a short amount of time.

Some things feel constant; I attended the
annual Perpetual Motion performance this month,
as I have every year, and was, as usual, amazed by
the talent and commitment of everyone involved.
I encourage you to read Mandy Moe Pwint Tu’s
(C’21) excellent article and to see Matt Hembree’s
(C’20) wonderful photos of the performance.

Perpetual Motion’s adviser, staff member
Eric Hartman, perfectly conveyed the show’s
importance on campus in his remarks after the
curtain call. Speaking directly to prospective
students in the audience, he expressed that
Perpetual Motion captures the diversity and
inclusivity of Sewanee, even if the stage is much
more diverse than the campus itself.

Sewanee can change quickly, but it’s because
students have pushed for more inclusion, often
with the support of the community behind them.
I’'m heartened to see open dialogue flourish on
campus, and I hope The Purple will always fulfill
its goal of encouraging that dialogue to the best
of our ability.

EQB,
Fleming Smith ‘19
Editor-in-Chief

The fundamental purpose of The Se-
wanee Purple, the student-run news-
paper of Sewanee: The University
of the South, is to bring awareness
to students, faculty, and communi-
ty members of daily life and special
events at the college and to investigate

matters that concern the welfare and -

enlightenment of the larger commu-
nity. The journalists, photographers,
and editors of The Sewanee Purple
are pledged to reporting news with
clarity, impartiality, and integrity.

Address... continued from page 1

...Stanford  University’s
Provost from 1993-1999 and
helped found the internation-
al strategic consulting firm
RiceHadleyGates. Currently,
Rice works at the Stanford
School of Business as the
Denning Professor in Global
Business and the Economy as
well as teaching political sci-
ence at the University.

Many students preferred
not to comment upon Rice’s
approaching visit as they felt
either uninformed or were un-
willing to share their opinion.
In this vein, Cameron Mason
(C’18), head of the Sewanee
Democrats, declined to com-
ment to The Purple on Rice’s
impending visit.

Sean Heffron (C’18), a
senior politics major, articu-
lated his opinion by saying, “I
guess the Honor Code doesn’t
apply to lying about weapons
of mass destruction.”

Conversely, Abbey Shock-
ley (C’18) stated, “I'm in-
credibly excited to have a
strong female figure giving
the Baccalaureate address this
year, particularly in this polit-

ical climate and on the heels
of the Charlie Rose issue.”
Lindsey Floyd (C’18),
President of the College Re-
publicans, agreed, saying, “I
think it’s an exciting oppor-
tunity for our class to hear
someone as influential as Dr.
Rice speak. She’s a great ex-
ample of an empowered indi-
vidual in the political commu-
nity; as the first black woman

Photo courtesy of the Department of State.

to hold the office of Secretary
of State, she is an important
representation of minorities
in the US.”

Another political group on
campus, the Young Demo-
cratic Socialists, told The
Purple, “The Sewanee Young
Democratic Socialists are dis-
appointed, yet not surprised,
by the University’s decision
to choose Condoleezza Rice

as an honorary degree recipi-
ent and as the Baccalaureate
Speaker. Although we appre-
ciate Sewanee’s decision to
choose a person of color to
fill this important role, it is
clear that Ms. Rice does not
represent the community on
this campus.”

They continued, “This
seems to be a blatant attempt
at appeasing the University’s
Board of Regents, and the
Trustees, after recent ten-
sion regarding Charlie Rose’s
honorary degree. We feel that
this decision is an unfortu-
nately missed opportunity to
adequately address students’
valid criticisms of the Uni-
versity’s poor reputation with
underrepresentation of per-
sons of color.”

At the Baccalaureate ser-
vice, honorary degrees will
also be awarded to Jamaican
journalist, playwright, and
director Barbara Goodison
Gloudon, and to David Lodge
(C’79), the Francis J. DiSalvo
Director of Cornell Univer-
sity’s Atkinson Center for a
Sustainable Future.
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Aux Board and Greeks discuss
what to do when you'’re called out

By Jasmine Huang
Junior Editor

iling into Convocation
FHall, more than 100

people grabbed pizza
and drinks before patiently
waiting for the Bairmwick
Women’s Center Auxiliary
Board’s event, “What to Do
When You’re Called Out,” to
begin. Occupying seats, the
floor, or any ounce of clear
space, the community of Se-
wanee—from the football
team to professors—gathered
in anticipation for what would
come.

On March 27, the Aux
Board, with help from Kappa
Alpha Order (KA) and Alpha
Delta Theta (ADT), hosted
this workshop teaching people
how to address situations in-
volving the “-isms,” whether
it be racism, sexism, ableism,
etc., when used in an offensive
manner.

Aux Board representative
and organizer Chandler Dav-
enport (C’19) explained, “I re-
ally hope the people got out of
it just how to have productive
conversations when you’re
called out, how to respond, and
how to go about calling some-
body out. I think it’s so impor-
tant especially on Sewanee’s

campus.”

She continued, “Part of Se-
wanee’s brand is that we’re a
community. And if we can’t
have open, honest conversa-
tions with our neighbors, then
really, how neighborly can we
be? How much of a commu-
nity can we be if we can’t hold
each other accountable?”

Another Aux Board repre-
sentative, Lala Hilizah (C’21),
said, “The members of the Aux
Board put this event together
months in advance, before the
whole Charlie Rose scandal

and incident at KA. Neverthe-
less, these two major events
only showed the importance
of the intersectionality of rac-
ism and sexual assault on this
campus, and the need to create
a more open campus environ-
ment by holding each other ac-
countable.”

Earlier in the year, contro-
versy arose when the Board of
Regents decided not to rescind
journalist Charlie Rose’s hon-
orary degree after he admitted
to sexually harassing several
women; since then, student

)

protests and mobilization have
resulted in the revocation of
his degree. Around the same
time, a former KApledge used
a racial slur against Hilizah;
subsequently, KA agreed to
sponsor the Aux Board event
and required all members to
attend.

Considering such circum-
stances on a two-way basis,
Davenport and Hilizah gave
the audience a brief rundown
on how to approach someone
for perpetuating systems of
oppression, and vice versa,

Students and faculty gather for “What to Do When You're Called Out” event.

Photo by Lucy Wimmer (C’ 20).
how to be on the receiving end.
Following opening remarks
from Davenport in which
she credited Melanie Vaughn
(C’19) for coming up with the
idea for this function, the audi-
ence watched a video by Youtu-
ber Franchesca “Chescaleigh”
Ramsey titled “Getting Called
Out: How to Apologize.” In
it, she gave personal accounts
of her own experiences being
called out and explained that
a “good apology”consisted of
two parts: taking responsibility
and “making a commitment to

change the behavior.”

Instructing everyone to
place themselves in the most
diverse groups possible of ap-
proximately 10 people, Aux
Board representatives then
joined circles to moderate
conversations. Afterwards,
concluding comments were
made by audience members
who volunteered to share their
groups’ insights.

Overall, the function proved
to be a success. “Way more
people showed up than we had
planned for, but that’s always
a good problem to have. And
I think people were really en-
gaged; obviously some people
were a little shy, some people
just were like, ‘I don’t even
know what I'm here for,” and
that’s fine, with a group that
size, not everyone is going to
be all in,” said Davenport.

Likewise, Hilizah conclud-
ed, “This event truly encap-
sulated the meaning of EQB.
We were able to get the most
reluctant demographic of peo-
ple on this campus to come to
a feminist, multicultural event,
and no one got injured, so I
would consider that a success
and a step in the right direc-
tion.”

|




Woody's Bicycles
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Conjure women, coolie women,
and mpossnble stories

By Briana Wheeler
Staff Writer

fter a brief introduc-
tion by Sewanee’s own
r. Dharitri Bhattacha-

rjee, award-winning Guyanese-
American writer Gaiutra Baha-
dur stepped up to the podium in
Gailor Auditorium and delivered
a lecture about her 2013 novel
Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of
Indenture.

The novel serves simultane-
ously as a biography of her great-
grandmother Sujaria’s life as an
indentured servant and a general
discourse on the indentured labor
system in the Caribbean. The
depictions serve as honest, unfil-
tered representations of the con-
ditions women suffered during
their travels to the Caribbean is-
lands and the environments they
were exposed to on plantations.

Bahadur began by establish-
ing necessary background in-
formation, such as describing
Charles Chesnutt’s collection of
short stories The Conjure Wom-
an.

She explained that the con-
jure woman originated within the
African American tradition, and
her archetype was controversial
because “she is wrapped in the
dark arts.” In Chesnutt’s story,
the conjure woman removes an-
other woman'’s voice with magic,
but does not possess the power to
restore it.

The story describes a voice
that has been irretrievably stolen,
a point which Bahadur used to
connect the conjure woman ar-
chetype to her novel about Indian
coolie women. Both prominent
figures from plantation past, their
power stems from language.

“Conjure is using language
and art to summon lost ancestors
whose voices have been stolen in
the past. It’s a recombinant mag-
ic, ” Bahadur said.

The voices of thousands of
indentured women might as well
have been stolen by sorcery; they
exist on the very fringes of the
archives. Bahadur explained that

there were no direct testimonies
or memoirs written by women
because they were illiterate and
incapable of recording their ex-
periences.

“The words, when we have
them, were mediated and distort-
ed by the guilty” and other men
who benefitted from the fabrica-
tion of records, according to Ba-
hadur. Only two memoirs exist
from Indian indentured servants,
both written by men.

Because of the utter lack of
sources, historians face immense
difficulty while exploring a major
question about indentured servi-
tude: was it comparable to slav-
ery, or did it provide some type
of freedom? Bahadur claimed,
“it’s a difficult question to answer
without considering the place of
women in history; a question that
cannot be answered without ac-
knowledging a problem.”

Bahadur identified this prob-
lem as “the ghostly trail” left by
coolie women in the archives.
“They appear as commodities
and corpses, only brought to our
attention when something goes
wrong,” she went on to say. The
erasure of their voices from the
archives constitutes the second-
ary violence of the slave trade
that haunts current generations
and will continue to haunt future
generations.

In order to capture the entire
story, Bahadur had to call on two
different aspects of the self: the
reporter and the child immigrant.
“A reporter’s way of seeing the
world is very similar to a child
immigrant’s way of seeing the
world. They both ask questions,”
she said.

As a reporter, her questions
were grounded in skepticism, but
as a child immigrant they were
concemned with identity. Baha-
dur affirmed that both compo-
nents were necessary to write the
novel.

Bahadur described her story
as one just as much against the
archives as about them. She dra-
matized the gaps within the ar-
chives to demonstrate how much

is missing. She wrote with the
belief that “another way to tell an
impossible story is to tell about
the impossibility itself.”

In addition to the sparse in-
formation in the archives, Ba-
hadur compiled various aspects
of the coolie women’s culture.
She researched folk traditions
and cycled through surviving
photographs, poetry, and songs
in an attempt to establish their
narrative. The archives alone
“could not reveal the texture of
their thoughts or feelings,” she
explained.

Paying particular attention to
the photographs, she described
them as “no pathway to their
thoughts, but access to their fac-
es” because “their bodies were
all we had to read them.” She
showed the audience a slideshow
of photos while a traditional song
filtered through the speakers to
show that the archives can be a
fiction, a mere rhetorical context.

Bahadur ended by discussing
the personal difficulty she faced
as the author of such an expan-
sive tale. She had to discover
“a way that the act of narration
will not retraumatize the dead.”
Because of the indentured sys-
tem’s scope, she decided to focus
mainly on the story of her great-
grandmother.

For Bahadur, the possibility
that Sujaria may not have wanted
her story told became very real
and a fear she had to overcome.
She became slightly emotional
and posed the rhetorical ques-
tion, “What does their silence in
the total sum of history tell us?”

Without answering, she ex-
plained that “silence can be a
plan, rigorously executed, the
blueprint of a life.” But in order
to return thousands of women’s
stolen voices, Bahadur had to
compromise their silence and
piece together the fragments
of the lives they left scattered
throughout their culture. She
concluded by claiming that liter-
ary magic is “not only how we
tell impossible stories, but why
we tell them.”







