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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN RAISES FUNDS FOR
WELLNESS COMMONS AND OTHER PRO]ECTS

By Fleming Smith
Executive Editor
S est capital cam-
paign in history,
“Stronger Truer Se-
wanee,” aims to raise
$250 million by June
30, 2019 to support a
range of projects, in-
cluding the Wellness
and Recreation Com-
mons, development of

the Sewanee Village,
and moving the School

ewanee’s _larg-

of Theology to Geor-
gia Avenue.

The main prior-
ity of the campaign
is the Wellness and
Recreation Commons,
which will be located
in the area of the Se-
wanee Book and Sup-
ply Store. The Uni-
versity plans to move
most bookstore func-
tions to the Sewanee
Village.

The new two-story
facility will host a fit-

T ittngg

ness center as well as
a campus store, cafe,

and multi-purpose
rooms on the upper
floor. The first floor

will hold the Lee and
Dorothy Thomas Well-

ness Center, relocat-
ing the health and
counseling features

of Sewanee’s current
Wellness Center, as
well as the Student
Outing Program and a
bike shop.

“We have an all-

Adesign for the planned Wellm and Recreation Commons.

TR A

Photo courtesy of sewanee.edu
in total project cost
of $15 million, and
we’ve raised about $8
million so far on that
project,” said Vice
President for Uni-
versity Advancement
Jay Fisher (C’79). “I
would hope that con-
struction would be
complete on the Well-
ness and Recreation
Commons by the end...

See CAMPAIGN,
Page2>>
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Body tound at
Fiery Gizzard

By Amanda Carl, Reece
Jamison, and Sean Heffron
Contributing Writers

n Sunday, February 5,
hiker found the body
of 25-year-old Brandon

Price, an Estill Springs native,
just off the Fiery Gizzard trail.
The next moming, the hiker
reported the sighting. South
Cumberland State Park rangers
responded, followed shortly by
police officers and a fire rescue
team.

Price was wearing sneakers,
jeans, and a hooded sweatshirt
when his body was found. The
temperature had dropped below
freezing in the area during his
disappearance. His body was
transported to Nashville for an
autopsy. Price’s cause of death is
unknown; however, investiga-
tors have not ruled out foul play.

Price was reported miss-
ing by his family on January 6
and was last seen at his house
in Tracy City. The ensuing po-
lice investigation, composed
of ground and aerial searches,
could not locate him. Family
and friends reached out to the
community via Facebook to
have people on the lookout.

Coalmont City’s fire de-
partment is closest to the South
Cumberland State Park, but
Sewanee receives many of the
rescue calls during work hours
because of their student volun-

teers. Just under 20 Sewanee
volunteer firefighters, four of
them non-student members,
mobilized when the dispatch ar-
rived at 1:00 p.m. They reached
the trail at approximately 2:00
pam.

One Coalmont member wit-
nessed the recovery. 45 people
took tums, five or six at a time,
at camying the -one-wheeled
stretcher in shifts up the trail
for one and a balf hours in the
foggy drizzle.

“Parts of [the trail] were
preity bad. We used an over-
grown logging road for the first
half, low trees and large rocks
made it difficult to get the body
back up, but on the lower half
we were on hiking trails. The
second half going up was really
steep,” remarked Dunn Fout, a
senior volunteer for Sewanee’s
Fire Department.

On November 7, 2016, a
few months before, a woman
fell to her death near where
Price’s body was found. The
65-year-old woman from Nash-
ville was hiking the Day Loop
of the Fiery Gizzard Trail when
“she lost her balance and fell to
the bottorn,” according to Grun-
dy County Sheriff Clint Shrum,
who led the investigation of her
death. Shnim did not suspect
foul play and theorized that “she
may have been looking over the
edge of the trail” to explain how
the accident occurred.
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DanceWise brings modern dance to Sewanee

By Anna Mann
Executive Staff

ewanee students per-

formed “DanceWise:

from the heART” on
the weekend of February
24-26. The performance
contained pieces of mod-
emn dance that celebrated
movement, passion, and the
wide range of emotions that
comes with both. The con-
cert included works from
Bill Evans, an internationally
renowned teacher, choreog-
rapher, and dancer, as well as
choreography from Assistant
Professor of Dance: Court-
ney World, guest composer

Madia Cooper, and Fridien
Nana Tchoukoua (C’17).
The five dances each had
distinct costumes, feelings,
and stories paired with their
movements. The first piece,
“Didjeri Riff,” featured the
dancers in loose-fitting red
and cream outfits. They
danced erratically, struggling
with their footing on a floor
that seemed to shake beneath
them. The dance created an
eerie feeling throughout the
dark room, as it seemed the
performers could not control
their volatile movements.
It ended with the dancers
crawling on all fours toward
the crowd, wearing ominous

Fridien Nana Tchoukoua (C’17) performing in DanceWise.
Photo by Lucy Wimmer (C’20)

expressions.

The next dance started
with a decidedly more play-
ful ambience as dancers
skipped, ran, and moved
freely like children on a play-
ground. “Portraits of Play”
seemed a favorite among
the girls who performed it.
Longtime classical dancer
Annie Corley (C’20) ex-
plained World’s process of
creating the piece, stating,
“it was definitely more re-
laxed because in the process
Ashlin and I came up with
our own choreography. Then
Courtney cut and spliced to
put in her own. So it was
kind of a mashup, which was

neat because I felt I had a big
part in creating the piece as
well.”

A more humorous and
pensive atmosphere fol-
lowed the lighthearted “Por-
traits of Play” when the
lights illuminated a sharply
dressed Evans at center stage
next to a single wooden
chair. The short one-person
act depicted Evans as an in-
terviewee for a high-end job.
The audience knew nothing
about what he applied for,
only his urgency to please...

See DANCEWISE,
Page 6 >>
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Sewanee searches for
next football coach

By Sean Heffron

Contributing Writer

n February 6, Se-

wanee head foot-

ball coach, Tommy
Laurendine, resigned after a
winless 2016 season for the
Tigers. Following the resigna-
tion, Athletic Director Mark
Webb announced a “nation-
wide search” to fill the coach-
ing vacancy.

Laurendine led the Tigers
to a 1545 record during his
six-year-tenure as head coach.
In his first year as head coach
the Tigers went 5-5, and the
Southern = Collegiate  Ath-
letic Conference named him
Coach of the Year. However,
Laurendine was unable to
build off his early success, and
ended on a 19 game losing
streak that dates back to 2015.
Laurendine finished his career
as the 11th winningest coach
out of the 30 head football
coaches in the program’s 126
year history.

The search for Lauren-
dine’s replacement began
immediately after his resigna-
tion and has already attracted
a large number of applicants.
“Over the course of the last
two weeks, I’ve had inquiries
or applications from over 80
said Webb. A wide
variety of candidates from
across the country have ap-
plied.

“The pool of candidates
is very robust; moreover, it
includes head and assistant
coaches coming from all

coaches,”

‘Che Scewanee

urple

coaching levels, including
high scheol to the professional
ranks,” according to Webb.

Sewanee’s next head foot-
ball coach will be tasked with
restoring prominence to a
storied program that arguably
had the greatest season in col-
lege football history in 1899,
but has not had a winning sea-
son since 2000.

When asked what criteria
the search committee was us-
ing to evaluate candidates,
Webb said, “Obviously, our
next head football coach has
to have proven leadership and
coaching skills. Candidates
can distinguish themselves
further if they are coming
directly from a winning pro-
gram, if they have significant
Division III coaching experi-
ence, especially at an academ-
ically selective, small liberal
arts institution, and if they can
provide tangible evidence of
success in prospect recruiting,
player retention, and student-
athlete development.”

With spring football prac-
tices normally scheduled to
begin in the next coming
months, the search committee
is striving to fill the position
in a timely fashion so that the
new coach has adequate time
to prepare for the 2017 season.

“I anticipate finalists will
be brought to campus in early
March with an appointment
made prior to spring break,”
said Webb.
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Letter from the Editor Campaign... continued from page 1

Dear readers,
The halfway point of the semester is fast approaching,
which gives us an opportunity to reflect on how the year
has gone so far and to consider how we might best movie
ﬁ)rwani So far this year, we have broached a variety of
litical issues which have concerned (and continue to
ncern) the Sewanee community. While the aims of our
r are not necessarily political, ignoring the context of
issues which continually find their ways to the forefronts
»wf discussions on campus would be inappropriate. Fleming
ith’s (C’19) article “A letter from your local enemy of the
ple” touches on a topic that we, as journalists, understand
"‘mbeofmeutmostlmponanceandsomed:mgﬁmyou,as
=& reader of journalism (even here in Sewanee), should pay
= Close attention, regardless of your attitude towards President
anump and his remarks about the press.
L
:3 This issue’s A&E section is particularly strong—Lucy
Wu'nmer s (C’20) photos of the DanceWise event capture
’*I;nlhance in motion. Tess Steele’s article “Conservation
=sinitiative uncovers mystery portrait from Sewanee’s
“*Permanent Collection” brings a focus to the experience of
#aPhjoying art.
-ﬁ‘-
3:-. I’'m very proud of this issue and especially proud of all
i-my staffers, who have grown throughout the semester and
i—eonnnue to impress me with their work ethic. I hope you
ﬁ'-en]oy reading this issue as much as we enjoyed putting it
"'mgether

v
woar

N EQBy
v Robert Beeland ’18
s Editor-in-Chief

FX -

The fundamental purpose of The Se-
wanee Purple, the student-run news-
paper of Sewanee: The University
- of the South, is to bring awareness
o students, faculty, and communi-
“:ty members of daily life and special
“events at the college and to investigate
-matters that concern the welfare and
i enhghtenment of the larger commu-
*nity. The journalists, photographers,
“and editors of The Sewanee Purple
are pledged to reporting news with
_Clarity, impartiality, and integrity.
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.. of the campaign.”

Another feature of
interest in the cam-
paign is fundraising
for the School of The-
ology’s move to Geor-
gia Avenue on central
campus to the location
of the Bishop’s Com-
mon and St. Luke’s
Chapel.

“Right now, for
the building, we’ve
raised about $7 mil-
lion. We’re still work-
ing on what the [total]
budget will be,” said
Fisher on the School
of Theology’s new fa-
cility. According to a
November newsletter
on the campaign, the
facility will include a
250-seat ~ auditorium
for use by the entire
University.

“There are still
some unknowns with
the School of Theolo-
gy cost. We hope fund-
ing would be complete
by the end of the cam-
paign, but the project
itself may not be com-
plete by that date,”

Fisher explained. He
hopes construction
can begin by 2019.

Other plans in the
works include a re-
vamped downtown
area, the Sewanee
Village. A 2016 plan
identifies the need for
more housing opportu-
nities and business de-
velopment as well as
more trails and bike-
friendly paths.

“The plans for the
Sewanee Village are
long-range plans.
They’re really plans
for the next 10, 20,
even 50 years. But we
have raised funds for
the planning and de-
velopment of the fu-
ture of the Sewanee
Village,” Fisher said.
His office also raised
money for the recently
implemented Domain
Dollars program.

The Capital Cam-
paign includes four
pillars: “Ensuring Ac-
cess, Value, and Op-
portunity” for scholar-
ships and internships,

“Reinforcing Aca-
demic Distinction” for
faculty support and
support for academic
programing such as
the first-year pro-
gram, “Enriching the
Sewanee Experience”
through improvements
to the Sewanee Village
and athletic facili-
ties, and “Educating
Tomorrow’s  Church
Leaders” with fund-

.raising for the School

of Theology.

“Most ‘major gifts,
a gift of $50,000 or
more, would be di-

‘rected towards one of

the major pillars of
the campaign,” Fisher
explained. The annual
fund, now called the
Sewanee Fund, ac-
cepts lesser gifts that
will be used towards
the school’s operating
expenses of the year.
Endowed gifts are
placed into an account
so that the University
can spend the interest.

“The campaign pri-
orities are set by the

University administra-
tion. Right now, the
University Commons
is a very high priority
for 2017. We’re really
focusing on scholar-
ships, we’re really
focusing on raising
money to support the
new Office of Civic

Engagement, the pre-
business program,
and our pre-health

initiative, along with
raising funds for the
School of Theology,”
said Fisher regarding
the funds’ allocation.

As of February 3,
Sewanee has raised
more than $186 mil-
lion towards the cam-
paign’s goal. Some of
this count comes from
planned gifts, which
will not be received
until a donor’s death.
Even after the cam-
paign’s books close,
the University will
still receive money
from the campaign for
these various projects
for years to come.

Buy a subscription to

The Sewanee Purple

Email spurple@sewanee.edu
for details
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Sewanee Review open house celebrates new issue

By David Provost
Contributing Writer

n February 22, The
anee Review held
an open house in Con-

vocation Hall to commemorate
the launch of its Winter 2017
issue under new editor Adam
Ross. Readers interacted with
The Review’s latest works
through the performances of
various stories and poetry from
the latest issue, and the open
house was attended by stu-
dents, professors, and profes-
sional creative writers.

“I hope that this event and
issue are the beginning of a
new era for The Sewanee Re-
view. | was inspired in particu-
lar by the content read that was
not traditional material for this
publication that represented
stories and spaces outside of
the white heterosexual bubble
that publications like The Se-
wanee Review so often encour-
age,” said English major Meg
Lebow (C’17) regarding the
variety of eclectic content fea-
tured during the open house. “I

Local businesses look forward with ophm|sm in spite of ailing economy

By Robert Beeland, Kurt
DeLay, and Joseph
Marasciullo

Staff Writers

January 30 re-
port published
by Middle Ten-

nessee State University
described booming lev-
els of economic confi-
dence among Tennessee
business leaders follow-
ing the election of Don-
ald Trump. Locally, the
arrival of Trump to the
White House has given
many businesses a re-
newed sense of hope in
the face of recent tough
times, including at the
Sherwood Mining Comi-
pany.

In Monty Adams’s
time at the Sherwood
Mining Company, lay-
offs and lost business
have forced the compa-
ny to change direction.
After the loss of a con-

am proud of the staff for push-
ing beyond the boundaries set
by ‘mradition’ and delighted by
the stories and poetry that this
issue has to offer.”

In addition to Sewanee pro-
fessors reading the latest from
the Winter 2017 issue of The
Sewanee Review, Convoca-
tion Hall was fortunate to host
featured writers from the issue.
Michael Knight read his short
fiction piece “The King of
Dolphin Island” about a wid-
ower facing the implications
of selling the home his daugh-
ter grew up in. The vivid and
picturesque language jumped
off the page with Knight’s own
voice interpreting every word
of the text.

Novelist and Grove Press
collaborator, Jamie Quatro,
read a coming-of-age tale cen-
tered around same-sex love en-
titled “Fire Sermon.” It begins
with the protagonist in early
childhood as she begins to re-
alize herself and personal vi-
sion. “Fire Sermon” intimately
spans to a relationship she
becomes involved in during a

tract with the Tennessee
Valley Authority, the
Sherwood Mining Com-

pany decided to move
focus away from the
coarse scrubber stone

they sold to the TVA and
towards a finer grain of
limestone that Adams, a
mine administrator, be-
lieves is still in demand.
At the Sherwood
Mining Company, it
still feels urgent. The
recent arrival of a Bel-
gian mining company
Lhoist, whose capaci-
ties for underground
limestone mining dwarf
the Sherwood Mining
Company’s, has made
the future viability of
the Sherwood Mining
Company uncertain.
“We’re living on bor-
rowed time,” Adams
said in an interview.
Nonetheless, the Ten-
nessee Business Barom-
eter report, written by

graduate school program. The
detailed and emotional lan-
guage in Quatro’s story put the
audience of Convocation Hall
close to tears.

First-time published writer
Sadik Fofana brought down
the house with his story, “The
Okiedoke.” Set during the
height of President Obama’s
2008 campaign victory, char-
acters in Harlem cannot help
but feel that nothing going
forward in their lives will ever
be the same. The story has
themes of friendship, crime,
and Chinese-food and Fofana’s
delivery was striking in such a
way that made those present at
the open house magnetized and
shaken.

Fofana is a high-school
teacher in Brooklyn, but his
groundbreaking tale will cer-
tainly be the beginning of a
new, and crucial legacy not
only in his personal writing ca-
reer, but for any and everyone
who experiences why The Re-
view is indeed new.

the MTSU Jones College
of Business in partner-
ship with the Tennessee
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, revealed,
“The vast majority (73
percent) of Tennessee
business leaders expect
Donald Trump’s. elec-
tion to have a positive
effect on the American
economy resulting from
reduced taxes and de-
creased regulation.”
Promises made by
Trump during his cam-
paign regarding atten-
tion that is needed in the
mining industry across
rural Appalachia reso-
nated with the larger
Franklin County com-
munity, in which over
seventy percent of votes
in the 2016 election
were placed for Trump.

Michael Knight at The Sewanee Review open house.
Photo by Lucy Wimmer (C°20).

The Sherwood Mining Company in Sherwood, TN.
Photo by Robert Beeland (C’18).
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KEEPING SEWANEE ACCOUNTABLE WITH
THE CoMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT HousE

By Phillip Davis
Staff Writer

t & p.m. on
Wednesday,
February 24

the Community En-
gagement House hosted
an accountable action
workshop at the So-
cial Lodge, focused on
social justice issues
both on-campus and in
broader contexts.

A presentation by
Armonté Butler (C’17)
began the evening, de-
scribing six different
types of activism to
address justice issues:
“symbolic, support
work, financial, rela-
tional, language, and
direct action.” All of
these, it was stressed,
are important in achiev-
ing positive change.

Organizers then
handed out a sheet
called “198 Methods
of Nonviolent Action,”
which covered every-
thing from media-based
demands to effective

labor organization to
international legal re-
dress, giving sugges-
tions like “withdrawal
from international or-
ganizations” and “rude
gestures.”

Attendees chose a
partner to discuss a
problem on campus that
they feel strongly about,
and then to propose an
attainable solution to-
gether. Common issues
were toxic masculinity,
a lack of diversity at
events hosted by groups
like the African-Amer-
ican Alliance (AAA),
the Hispanic Organiza-
tion for Latino Aware-
ness (HOLA), and the
Organization for Cross-
Cultural Understand-
ing (OCCU), and ac-
cessibility to academic
buildings and dorms for
those with disabilities.

As the event empha-
sized accountability and
real-world activism,
solutions were, by and
large, very specific. For
example, Mark McAli-

ster (C’17) proposed, as
a solution to toxic mas-
culinity, that fraternities
create an educational
program that members
complete every year to
make sure that it be-
comes internalized and
passed down within
Greek culture.

To combat the per-
ception of events hosted
by the aforementioned
minority organizations
as exclusive to their
group, Chani Davenport
(C’19) suggested that
members bring friends
of eclectic backgrounds
to show that they are
welcome within those
discussions.

Before dispersing,
groups were given time-
lines to fill out with
tangible steps toward
their solution. Partners
are expected to share
their progress with each
other as they progress
and hold each other ac-
countable.
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 From the Office of Environmental

Stewardship and Sustainability: USGS
examines Lake Cheston’s newts in
amphibian survey

By Peter Davis
Contributing Writer

he United States
Geological - Sur-
vey (USGS) vis-

ited Sewanee’s campus
on Tuesday, January 31
as part of the Amphibian
Research and Monitor-
ing Initiative (ARMI).
A recently discovered
fungus from Southeast
Asia, Batrachochytrium
salamandrivorans . or
Bsal, is currently devas-
tating salamander com-
munities in Europe. The
USGS is going county
by county through-
out. the Southeast in
order to monitor, the
risk of Bsal, with Lake
Cheston as the test site
for Franklin County.

Amphibians are the
most endangered verte-
brate, mainly because of
habitat loss and disease,
which is exacerbated
by infections like Bsal.
The fungus is projected
to: spread to the: U.S.
in the near future and
severely harm North

American salamander
species, particularly
newts. A worldwide

proliferation of the am-

phibian pet trade has

allowed Bsal to poten-
tially travel worldwide.
With the imminent ar-

" rival of Bsal, the USGS

has been involved with
surveying and monitor-
ing the spread of this
fungal infection in or-
der to best respond to
this dire situation.

30 eastern spotted
newts were captured at
Lake Cheston on the
early morning of Janu-
ary 31 to swab for the
fungal infection. After
the newts were gath-
ered, all 30 individuals
were swabbed with Q-
tips twice and then re-
leased. Each swab was
placed in a separate vial
before testing for fun-
gal infection.

While the spread of

‘the fungus may be im-

minent, a comprehen-
sive tracking of Bsal
can help biologists and
other experts properly
respond to this threat.

Sewanee Hearts and
Grocery Carts raises $1,600 for
Community Action Committee

By Lawrence Rogers
Junior Editor

pearheaded by their
SCommunity Service

Chair Rebecca Brewer
(C’18), the ladies of Kappa
Omega recently rallied the
community and- members
of the student body at Otey
Memorial Parish for their
third annual Sewanee Hearts
and Grocery Hearts canned
food drive and fundraiser
for the Community Action
Committee (CAC). This
year’s fundraiser followed
in the wake of the event win-
ning the 2015 and 2016 Best
Community Service Project
Award.

“Sewanee Hearts and
Grocery Carts is our biggest
service event of the year, and
it’s a wonderful way to turn
the weekend before Valen-
tine’s Day into a celebration
of love for our community.
The CAC does so much to
help community members,
and Kappa Omega loves

helping them out in any way
we can,” said Fleming Smith
(C'19), KO’s Assistant Com-
munity Service Chair.

The event, which took
place on February 12, most
prominently featured the
auction of themed goodie
baskets donated by local or-
ganizations and University
Greek societies and theme
houses, including a grilling-
out basket donated by Delta
Kappa Epsilon, a sweetheart
basket donated by Alpha
Delta Pi, and gardening and
knitting baskets from Se-
wanee community members.

Alongside the auction
was a gift certificate raffle,
an event allowed in Tennes-
see only for philanthropic or-
ganizations and, even then,
with strict limitations. Chari-
table gamblers were invited
to place their tickets in any
of the five boxes in hopes
of winning a gift card from
Amazon, Visa, IvyWild,
Papa Ron’s, Mountain Out-
fitters, Monteagle Florist,

and Mountain Goat.

The ladies of Kappa
Omega are proud to an-
nounce that this year’s fun-
draiser raised $1,600 dol-
lars, a small but significant
improvement on last year’s
$1,500.

Despite their considerable
contribution, the sorority
hopes to augment attendance
and campus involvement
with the event in the com-
ing years. KO pledge Callan
Ghareeb (C’20) lamented,
“Almost nobody that’s not a
KO comes, except for people
in the community,” continu-
ing on to express her desire
to attract more Greek organi-
zations and theme houses to
next year’s event.

While the opportunity
to participate in this year’s
drive has expired, no will-
ing heart will be turned away
from next year’s drive, and
the ladies of Kappa Omega
hope to see as many new and
returning faces as the cam-
pus can muster.







