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THETA PI
NOTIFIED OF
NEW RULES
FOLLOWING
UNIVERSITY

INQUIRY

By Robert Beeland
and Fleming Smith
Executive Staff

fter a two-month
long investigation of
the Theta Pi sorority

in wake of the September 29
car accident involving 10
students, the University de-
cided upon sanctions involv-
ing re-election of the soror-
ity’s executive board as well
as limitations on their social
and rushing capabilities.

In a letter to the sorority
dated November 20, Coor-
dinator of Sorority and Fra-
ternity Life Forbes Mann
(C’10) wrote that “the Uni-
versity finds that the event
leading to the accident was
an unauthorized and dan-
gerous informal recruitment
practice (drive-arounds,
dirty rush, and providing al-
cohol to underage students)”
in regards to the car accident
previously covered by The
Purple that prompted these
sanctions.

At a sorority-wide meet-
ing on November 29, the
former executive board, led
by former president Phoebe
Fulmer (C’18), explained
the sanctions to the sorority
of more than a hundred fe-
male students.

Mann’s letter details that
the sorority will still be able
to hold chapter meetings
and complete in intramural
sports. They will be able to
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Students demand revocation of
Charlie Rose honorary degre

By Robert Beeland
Editor-in-Chief

n the wake of sexual
Imisconduct allegations

against broadcast jour-
nalist and recent University
2016 honorary degree recipi-
ent Charlie Rose, Sewanee
students have called for the
revocation of the former CBS
anchor’s honorary degree.

After a Washington Post
article published on No-
vember 20 outlined Rose’s
alleged harassment, “includ-
ing lewd phone calls, walk-
ing around naked in their
presence, or groping their
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Charlie Rose delivers the Bacclaurate Address to the Classof 2016, their friends and family, and faculty.
Photo courtesy of the University of the South Flickr.

breasts, buttocks or genital
areas,” a petition on the web-
site ipetitions.com titled “Pe-
tition for Sewanee to Revoke
Charlie Rose’s Honorary
Degree” was authored by the
residents of the Bairnwick
Women’s Center and sent out
to students by email on De-
cember 6.

“Sexual misconduct vio-
lates the EQB guidelines
put forth by the university.
Students, faculty, staff, com-
munity members, and alumni
must preserve the sanctity of
the university motto, Behold
how good and pleasant it is
when brothers and sisters

live together in unity, and
tell the Board of Regents and
Vice Chancellor that we be-
lieve Charlie Rose’s honor-
ary degree must be revoked
as soon as possible,” the pe-
tition reads.

Since the allegations were
publicly made against Rose,
Arizona State has rescinded
its Walter Cronkite School
of Journalism and Mass
Communication’s Award
for Excellence in Journal-
ism awarded to Rose, which
it awarded to Rose in 2015.
The University of Kansas’s
School of Journalism re-
voked the National Citation

Award it awarded Rose this
year as well.

The Women’s Center pe-
tition mentions a section of
Rose’s Wikipedia page that
“lists Sewanee as the only
university not considering re-
voking his honorary degree.”
At the time the petition was
authored and disseminated to
the student body, Sewanee’s
awarded honorary degree
was listed on the page as an
award “not affected” in the
aftermath of the sexual ha-
rassment allegations...

See ROSE
Page 4 -~

Football coach
Travis  Rundle
optimistic about
future seasons

By Richard Pryor III
Executive Staff

ootball coach Tra-
vis Rundle, fresh off
breaking Sewanee

football’s losing streak that
lasted more than a year, in-
formed The Sewanee Purple
that this season was a “step
in the right direction.”

“Our goal is to be a
championship  program,”
he stated, and he added that
this year has successfully
laid the foundations for fu-
ture success.

In Rundle’s first year
with the Sewanee football
team, where he replaced
Tommy Laurendine along
with Laurendine’s staff and
game plan, the team had
several bright spots and fin-
ished the season with three
wins, the most for the team
since 2014.

Rundle is not satisfied
with winning just a few
games and revealed that
some of his work would be
about changing the team’s
mentality so that they fight
for 60 minutes each game,
and then they can focus on
“the littlé things.”

Rundle highlighted the
efforts of some of his play-
ers, such as Sam Hearn
(C’20), who started at quar-
terback last season and was
the backup quarterback for
this season; Hearn will be
moving to tight end for the
2018 season, Alex...

See RUNDLE
Page 2 >>
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SPOILL. 1Ney will De abie to
rush a pledge class of typi-
cal size, will be able to host
pledge events without alco-
hol, and their new pledge
class will still be able to par-
ticipate in Shake Day next
semester.

The sorority cannot at-
tach its name to any social
events involving alcohol or
other Greek organizations
but can co-host philan-
thropic events. Theta Pi can
still host sober events at its
house for its own members.
Full privileges will be re-
gained on August 28, 2018.

Emergency elections
for the executive board oc-
curred early in December,
a week after the former
executive board communi-
cated the sanctions. Mallory
Anne Sheehan (C’19) has
been elected the new presi-
dent along with Dani Mar-
tin (C’19) as vice-president.
The new executive board
also includes Margaret Du-
pree (C’19) as Rush Chair,
Lauren Lin (C’19) as Social
Chair, Stephanie Collins
(C’18) as Community Ser-
vice Chair, Josephine Har-
din (C’19) as Treasurer, and
Katherine Ragosta (C’19) as
Secretary. All of these elec-
tions were uncontested, un-
usual for Theta Pi...

See THETIA PI
Page 4 >~
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Baptist preachers argue with students over feminism, sexuality, and sin

By Rebecca Gorodetzky
Contributing Writer

ecently the Sewanee
campus was visited
by two protesters

making a stop on their jour-
ney from Oregon on a mis-
sion to preach exclusively
to college campuses.

On November 28, at
about 12 p.m., two men
showed up in front of Mc-
Clurg Dining Hall, well-
dressed and carrying black
briefcases. One of them was
carrying a sign the words
“Jesus,” “sin,” and “Hell”
on display. They appeared
to be focused on the indi-
viduals and their personal
beliefs rather than the Uni-
versity as a whole.

One of the men began
speaking about homosexu-
ality, touching on feminism.

“[Women] are Chihua-
huas, talking all the time
and speaking their minds
when the Bible says women
must submit and be silent,”
or they are vixens, women
out to steal a man’s virgin-
ity. He seemed to speak on
controversial topics in order
to get a rise out of his audi-
ence.

A little after 1 p.m., the
two men were still continu-

ing their diatribes. When
students asked them where
they were from, they ex-
plained that they hailed
from Oregon and were trav-
elling to wvarious liberal
arts schools to protest and
preach. He would not spe-
cifically say what church he
represented, only stating, “a
Baptist church in Oregon.”

Peacefully protesting on
public property is perfectly
legal in the United States,
but there were several po-
lice officers present to make
sure that everyone was safe
and that the protest re-
mained a non-violent event.

“We may not agree with
everything these protestors
said,” Assistant Chief Of-
ficer Troy Huffines said,
“but they can share their
views anywhere. It’s part of
what makes our country so
great.”

When asked if Huffines
thought that these protestors
were really here to preach,
or if they were possibly
here to try to cause trouble,
he replied: “Some profes-
sional protesters try to in-
cite their rights being vio-
lated, such as being denied
the right to protest peace-
fully or being assaulted, so
they can sue individuals or

universities.”

The second protester was
Brother Jed Smock. He told
the audience that he has a
book published on Amazon,
and he had a website ex-
plaining his cause. On his
website, he detailed why he
visits college campuses in
particular: “I am convinced
that if the Son of God had
come to the United States in
the twenty-first century...
he would have gone to col-
lege campuses. The univer-
sities control the mind of
America.”

Sewanee fosters the
growth of knowledge and
supports the ability to dis-
cuss complex ideas, so this
is not unwelcomed. As the
University of the South’s
Facebook page read, “In
the best of liberal arts tradi-
tion, there was an exchange
of ideas...when a visiting
street preacher...drew a
crowd of students, includ-
ing several who were eager
to debate some of the finer
points of Biblical exegesis.”

Huffines commented,
“Sewanee was cordial, and
did engage in a healthy
manner that was beneficial
to everyone. A positive in-
teraction occurred and it
was pretty cool.”
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If the men do return
when the weather gets
warmer, then they will still
meet with the same kind of
community, no matter their
intentions or expectations.
And in the true Sewanee
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Brother Mikhail with his signs.
Photo by Matt Hembree (C’20).

spirit, students will be ready
for the excitement of visi-
tors to this community and
the opportunity to discuss
their views in knowledge-
able ways.
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Letter from
the Editor

Dear readers,

This issue serves as an appropriate bookend to
an eventful semester here on the Mountain for The
Sewanee Purple. It catalogs the current status of
several issues with increasing national relevance
and profound local significance.

Our stories covering both student reactions
to recent sexual harrassment allegations made
against Sewanee honorary degree recipient
Charlie Rose and the aftermath of the White
Lives Matter counter-protest culminate a year
in which tensions concerning the ubiquity of
sexual misconduct and racial injustice have
appropriately taken front-and-center stage in our
national discourse. We should never believe that
Sewanee is immune or somehow removed from
the struggles of our country at large.

The new year, however, will inevitably bring
change. Here at The Purple, I'm excited to hand
off my responsibilities to Fleming Smith (C’19),
who has worked tirelessly over the past two years
both to improve things here in our own offices
and to hone her own journalistic skills. I’m
excited to see how our first-year staffers Jasmine
Huang (C’21), Alicia Wikner (C’21), and Colton
Williams (C’21) will continue to grow and learn.
Until then, I hope you enjoy this final issue of the
semester. Thank you for reading.

EQB,
Robert Beeland ’18
Editor-in-Chief

~event
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The fundamental purpose of The Se-
wanee Purple, the student-run news-
paper of Sewanee: The University
of the South, is to bring awareness
to students, facuhy, and communi-
: que and special

ind to investigate

matters tflat concern t
enlightenment of the larger commu-
nity. The journalists, photographers,
and editors of The Sewanee Purple
are pledged to reporting news with
clarity, impartiality, and integrity.

e welfare and

Rundle... continued from page 1

. Darras (C’21), who
started most of the games
this season, will continue in
his role as first-string quar-
terback, with Rundle adding
that he hopes that his chem-
istry with freshmen wide re-
ceivers Cyrus... ..Mc-
Cullough and Calid Shorter

will grow into a great offen-
sive core.

He noted that after play-
ing many young players this
season, the coaching staff
is “happy with the future”
of the program, with up-
perclass leaders like John
Gaither (C’19), Travis Nad-

alini (C’19), Jo Jo Matlock
(C’19), and Conoly Koontz
(C’19) working alongside
younger players such as the
ones mentioned above.
Strong upperclass lead-
ership will be found on the
lines next season, with play-
ers like Gaither, Nadalini,

Matlock, and Jack Spencer
(C’19). Next season, Se-
wanee will play the follow-
ing teams: -Austin, Berry,
Birmingham Southern,
Centre, Hendrix, Kenyon,
Millsaps, Rhodes, Trinity,
and Washington and Lee.

Letter to the Editor

By Livia Eva Karoui
Contributing Writer

To the Editor-in- Chief,

n our last class before
IThanksgiving, Dr. Pat-

terson challenged us
to be “global citizens,” to
take what we learn in class
and use it to educate others
about our world; I have de-
cided to take up her chal-
lenge.

Two weeks ago, my
World Politics class held a
simulation of the UN Secu-
rity Council where we dis-
cussed the Rohingya crisis
and attempted to come to
grips with the complexity
of the events unfolding in
Myanmar. The crisis is one
of the most pressing hu-
manitarian concerns - that
the world is facing.

UNHCR, the United Na-
tions Refugee Agency, es-
timated that since August
over 600,000 people have
fled the Rakhine region
and sought refuge in Ban-
gladesh and other neigh-
bouring countries. The UN
and the US government
have declared it a case of
“ethnic cleansing” and has
called on the government
of Myanmar to end the vio-

- lenée "and " protect "

rights. - However, Prime
Minister Aung San Suu
Kyi, a Nobel Peace Prize
laureate, denied any allega-
tions of violence against ci-
vilians or ethnic cleansing,
arguing that the military
has only been fighting ter-

rorists. These actions high-
light Aung San Suu Kyi’s
limited executive power
and her lack of control over
the army generals; clearly,
the reins of government are

still held by the military.

junta and because of it, no
protection is guaranteed for
the thousands of Rohingya
civilians.

The current crisis is a
new manifestation of struc-
tural problems that have
affected Myanmar since
its independence in 1948.
The country has a Bud-
dhist majority (89 percent
of the population) whilst
the Rohingya are a mi-
nority Muslim group that
makes up only 4 percent of
the population of Myanmar
and mainly resides in the
Rakhine region. This group
has been targeted by dis-
criminatory policies for de-
cades: According to Filippo
Grandi, UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, the
group has suffered from
“entrenched discrimina-
tion” and “systematic de-
nial of their rights.” To this
day, Rohingyas are denied
citizenship and have seen
their freedoms restricted
and their rights infringed
upon. For example, they
‘must seek’ government per-
mission to leave Rakhine
‘which has“Ted to“extreme
poverty there, with at least
78% of people living below
the poverty line. In addi-
tion, their only legal docu-
ments, the White Cards,
were revoked in 2015,

meaning that the Muslim
population currently enjoys
no political representation
in the government. In the
latest census, the govern-
ment also denied them le-
gal recognition as one of
the country’s 135 ethnic
groups, refusing to include
‘Rohingya’ as one of them.

The recent violence be-
gan on August 25, when
the Arakan Rohingya Sal-
vation Army (ARSA) at-
tacked Burmese military
personnel. ARSA’s attack
has sparked a violent gov-
ernment response, with
the military opening fire
on civilians, burning en-
tire villages and allegedly
planting landmines on the
border with Bangladesh to
stop people from fleeing.

The government has
also restricted humanitar-
ian organisations’ access
to the country; though the
UN and other NGOs (Non-
Governmental  Organisa-
tions) are providing aid to
refugees that reached Ban-
gladesh and other neigh-
bouring countries, many
people have been unable
to flee Myanmar and live
in fear of further violence.
The issue is a complicated
one: there has been vio-
lence on both sides and ci-
vilians, as often happens in
modern day conflicts, are
those who have paid the
highest price.

The Rohingyas, in par-
ticular, have no state to
protect them, which leaves
it up to us, the international

community, to act. This cri-
sis seems unsolvable, and
we know all too well how
difficult it is to reach peace
agreements in civil wars
-- one just needs to look at
Syria to see that. However,
as “global citizens,” we
cannot stay still as gross
human rights violations
occur. With talks to begin
repatriation of Rohingya
refugees currently in Ban-
gladesh, there needs to be
a guarantee that no further
violence will be perpetrat-
ed against them and the in-
ternational community can
and must use its influence
to ensure this.

Learning more about the
situation in Myanmar made
me realise how grateful I
am to professors such as Dr
Patterson for reminding us
everyday that the goal of
our education is not an A
on an exam, but to use our
knowledge to make an im-
pact. As a college commu-
nity, we can work harder to
pop the ‘Sewanee bubble’
by engaging with issues
both near and far so that
all peoples can live safely
in their homes without fear
of violence and discrimina-
tion. I know it is a daunting
task, but if we all take up
the challenge to b
citizens” by talkmg abau

“{ssues such as the Rohing-

ya crisis and keeping them
high on our politician’s
agenda then bit by bit, we
can try to fix this broken
world.
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From students to activists: a conversation on White Lives Matter rallies

By Lizzie Westerfeld and
Jasmine Huang
EXxecutive Staff

Baimwick Women’s Cen-

ter, Student Government
Association, and the Sewanee
Slavery Project, first year stu-
dents Lala Hilizah, Jasmine
Huang, and Amanda Bell pre-
sented “A Seat at the Table:
Conversations with White
Lives Matter Counter-Protes-
tors.”

The event began with the
introduction of the panelists
followed by what gave them
the motivation, inspiration,
and, most importantly, the pas-
sion to attend the protests that
took place in Shelbyville on
October 28.

The panelists included: Ben
Mills (C’20), Dr. Tam Parker,
Chandler Davenport (C’19),
Thomas  Burless (C’18),
Huang, and Matt Hembree
(C20).

The event continued with
Hembree’s video compilation
of Shelbyville. Film clips and
images displayed disorderly
and wild crowds chanting pro-
fanity at the top of their lungs,
holding signs that said “Stop
southern culture genocide”

In collaboration with the

and “no jihad in Tennessee.”

Afterwards, Parker,
Huang, and Hembree, who
were counter-protesters at the
Shelbyville White Lives Mat-
ter rally, began speaking about
their experiences. In addition
to reflecting on their reasons
for attending, they described
the actual scene of the demon-
strations. Hilizah mentioned
how she had to empty her
pockets, go through multiple
checkpoints, and wait in very
long lines before being able to
enter the rally.

Counter-protesters ~ were
prohibited from bringing in
items such as bandanas, back-
packs, and water bottles. Park-
er, a professor of Religious
Studies, noted how “[WLM]
protesters were allowed to
carry shields with them while
the counter-protestors couldn’t
even have a tripod with them.”

She said the counter-pro-
tester side was comprised of
a multitude of different races
and people of different back-
grounds, pointing out how
“one side [of the counter-pro-
testers] was carrying aggres-
sive signs and yelling inappro-
priate things while the other
side was attempting to engage
in discussion.”

Filmed by Mills, a second
video showcased counter-pro-
testers at Murfreesboro. Fol-
lowing the short video, panel-
ists received questions from
the audience. Later on, another
two videos were screened. The
first was a short clip featuring
boxer and activist Muhammad
Ali’s response to the statement
that “not all white people are
racist,” while the second was
an animated video narrated by
activist and The Atlantic jour-
nalist Ta-Nehisi Coates detail-
ing the rise of Donald Trump
through tribalism and white
supremacy. Subsequently,
moderator and Chair of the
Neuroscience Program Dr.
Brandy Tiernan asked the pan-
elists questions before open-
ing up the discussion for the
audience.

During the final conver-
sation involving everyone
in attendance, several points
were covered. Professors and

* students present at the func-

tion addressed the social seg-
regation of Sewanee students
through their own perspectives
as well as the administration’s
use of the terms “diversity”
and “inclusion.” Faculty gave
their own insight, sharing their
experiences as people of color

Benjamin Mills (C’20). Dr. Tam Parker, Chandler Davenport (C’19), Thomas Burless (C’18), Jasmine Huang (C’21),
and Matt Hembree (C’20) participate in the White Lives Matter panel
Photo by Lala Hilazah (C’21)

on campus.

Altogether, the discussion
allowed everyone to hear and
understand new ' viewpoints,
with dialogue continuing after
the function had technically
ended. Hilizah concluded
the event, thanking audience
members for their attendance

and encouraging them to think
beyond their comfort zone.
She declared, “It was our
intention to want you all to
walk away from here uncom-
fortable. We know that you
probably have a lot on your
mind. However, discomfort
is nothing new to us minori-

ties in a predominately white
institution. Regardless, we be-
lieve that it is important to sit
and ponder about why you are
uncomfortable. Some people
have never had to think about
race and how it affects them,
but for others, that’s their real-
ity.”




Walk of Shame color run raises awareness about rape culture

Adrienne Davis (C’18) is sprinkled with pink at the Walk of Shame color run.
Photos by Lucy Wimmer (C’20).
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By Ivana Porashaka
Staff Writer

niversity = Avenue
was painted in
hues of pink, blue,

orange, yellow, purple,
and red as perspiring stu-
dents sprinted, jogged,
and walked together. Uni-
fied by a common cause,
participants arrived to this
colorful event all wearing
the same t-shirt, stating:
“Our Bodies. Our Choices.
Our Power.” The graphic
design and idea was cre-
ated by Sydney Peterson
(C’18) and captured female
empowerment in three bold

phrases.
Sponsored by the Aux
Board, the Bairnwick

Women’s Center, the Com-
munity Engagement House,
SGA, the Healthy Hut, and
LXA, the Walk of Shame
took a lot of planning. Pre-
registration was $10 and
registration on the day of
the event was $12 with all
proceeds going to the Chat-
tanooga Rape Crisis Cen-
ter.

“I’d say the Walk of
Shame was a huge suc-
cess. Everyone seemed to
have a ton of fun and while
the planning was certainly
stressful, once it all came
together everyone involved
seemed happy with the re-
sults. We were able to raise
money for a great cause
and spread awareness about
slut shaming and rape cul-
ture on college campuses,”
reflected Campbell Stuart
(C’20) of the Wick Aux
Board.

Katherine LeClair
(C’21) also expressed her

Emily Culp (C’19) prepares to throw color at the Walk of Shame color run.

excitement: “The color run
was a great way for me to
explore the parts of cam-
pus that I don’t usually
see while also supporting
a cause that is important to
me. I like that the student
groups that organized this
event found a creative way
to bring awareness to these
issues. I would like to en-
courage those who couldn’t
attend to donate to the
Chattanooga Rape Crisis
Center!”

The race ended at the
lawn in front of the Com-
munity Engagement House.
A celebratory afterparty
greeted the runners. Col-
orful powder paint fly-
ing through the air, a bal-
loon archway, empowering
stickers, and boxes of piz-
za and donuts awaited the
sweaty, happy students.
Everyone seemed exhila-
rated, not only from physi-
cal exertion but because of
their intense  passion for
women’s rights.

“The color run was a
beautiful celebration of
empowerment. It brightly
lit the subject of sexual as-
sault and slut shaming. I
really enjoyed the run and
especially the' post-run
snacks,” Meredith Jones
(C’21) said with a smile.

With recent media cov-
erage focusing heavily on
sexual assault, individu-
als feel more comfortable
speaking out about abuse
and publicly sharing their
experiences. Holding per-
petrators accountable for
their actions sends a mes-
sage to the general public:
sexual harassment, sexual
assault, and rape will not

be tolerated under any cir-
cumstances.

Whether it is within the
House or the Senate, a col-
lege dorm, a comedy club,
a newsroom, a movie set,
a bathroom, or the White
House, the definition of
consent remains the same.

The University of the
South’s Sexual Miscon-
duct Policy explains, “The
clearest consent is affirma-
tive and active. It is the re-
sponsibility of the person
who wants to engage in a
specific sexual activity to
make sure that they have
obtained effective consent
before initiating that activ-
ity. Lack of protest or re-
sistance does not constitute
effective consent. Silence
or passivity does not con-
stitute effective consent.”

The following statistics
are unsettling but neces-
sary to acknowledge: “One
in 5 women and one in 16
men are sexually assaulted
while in college. Rape is
also the single most un-
derreported crime. More
than 90 percent of sexual
assault victims on college
campuses do not report the
assault.” These numbers
are directly pulled from the
National Criminal Justice
Reference Service and the
U.S. Department of Justice.

The Walk of Shame Col-
or Run dealt with serious
societal issues and raised
awareness about slut sham-
ing and rape culture on col-
lege campuses. It encour-
aged students to engage in
conversations about sexual
assault, consensual sex and
how to make college cam-
puses safer.






