Will Stanley

Executive Summary

This past summer I did my Lilly Summer Discernment Institute internship at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Atlanta, GA. There I was involved in a myriad of things from pastoral “on call” visits to providing administrative support to large, parish-wide projects.

My supervisor throughout the six weeks was The Rev. Elizabeth Shows Caffey, associate rector for worship and pastoral care at All Saints’. Besides many interactions each day we met each week and, in those meetings, I shared my experiences from the past week with a short reflection paper. While I had the most interaction with Elizabeth I also worked with the other clergy at All Saints including the rector, The Rev. Geoffrey Hoare and associate rectors The Rev. John Herring and The Rev. Chuck Girardeau.

The first week of the internship I worked as a counselor at the parish’s Vacation Bible School. It was a great way to start an internship as I got to know some of the most important parishioners at All Saints’, the kids. Over the next five weeks I engaged in lots of different things and throughout each of them felt an overall sense of affirmation to the call to ordained ministry I have been discerning for almost four years now.

This summer has proved to already have further implication and benefits for me in my continued discernment. Through the people I met in the parish and the Diocese I know have many contacts in the place where I plan on moving forward with the formal discernment process towards priesthood in the Episcopal Church this coming September. This Lilly internship may well prove to be the one essential, affirming experience of my journey towards the ordained ministry, and for that I have so grateful for the opportunity to do it.

