Caroline Osborne

Executive Summary


For the past six weeks I interned at the Medical University of South Carolina’s pediatric dental clinic. Within the clinic, there are six dentists who have graduated from dental school and are doing a residency for a pediatric specialization. The residency lasts two years, and once they finish the two-year program they will only see children. Also, working at the clinic are six attending doctors that are highly experienced pediatric dentists. They have practiced for many years and help teach in both the undergraduate and graduate sections of the dental school.  The clinic serves low-income children and children with special needs. Special needs is a broad term used to describe a child with a rare genetic syndrome or a child with severe dental anxiety. The clinic is essentially the only dental practice in South Carolina that treats special needs children. Generally when a child has a rare genetic syndrome or another rare physical condition, they are referred to MUSC’s clinic. By going to MUSC, the child is treated where there are many specialists working together to make sure that the child’s needs are safely met. During the internship, I worked in the front of the clinic helping patients with paperwork and scheduling and also in the back helping the dentists with various tasks. On Thursdays and Fridays, I joined the two residents and one attending at the operating room where I learned how to be a dental assistant. Specifically, I learned each treatment procedure and the specific tools and materials needed. Everyday I was very excited to go to work. I felt like I was making a difference and helping people even as an intern. My six weeks at MUSC’s pediatric dental clinic inspired me to pursue a dental career and I am very excited and confident in my vocation as a pediatric dentist. Through this extraordinary opportunity, I recognized that children with special needs are the most underserved children in the dental healthcare system. Further, my experience strengthened my commitment to serving low-income children and children with special needs in the future. 

