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Our
Fifth
Room-
mate,
Rata-
touille

Claire Fortney
Contributing Writer

My Experience with
Pests in Crady.

hen my suit-

emates and I
decided to live in Mc-
Crady Hall for our
sophomore year, we
were fully aware of the
dorm’s subpar reputa-
tion, as well as some of
the previous resident’s
bug and mold-related
horror stories. We also
knew about the lack of
air conditioning and the
shoebox-sized rooms,
but we were running
out of options, and the
idea of a central-campus
dorm was alluring. I
brushed off what I’d
heard and tried to be op-
timistic. I’d even heard
rumors of renovations
summer. What I didn’t
expect was that I’d have
to face a Crady horror
story of my own.

See Ratatouille
on Page 5

Chris and Melody
Piazza

In the fall of 2017,
our son, Sam Pi-
azza, walked into our
bedroom to tell my
husband and I that he
had decided that he
was “definitely going
to Sewanee.” In the fall
of 2018, Sam started
his freshman year at
the University of the
th. In the spring
of 2019, he pledged
Sigma Nu fraternity
and, all of a sudden
had an entire group of
new friends he called
“brothers.” Sam came

An Open Letter to Th
Purple

to love this beautiful
University on a moun-
tain in Tennessee. He
loved the friends he
made there. He loved
the quirkiness of the
school and the intel-
ligence of its students.
He loved to brag about
his professors. He also
liked to complain about
them.
We last saw our
beautiful son at fam-
ily weekend in the fall
of 2022. He seemed
so well adjusted and
happy. He was engaged
in his classes and
talked about working
hard to correct some
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previous mistakes
he had made in prior
semesters by not work-
ing up to his potential.
He and his dad played
golf that Saturday on a
glorious fall morning.
He spent the afternoon
attending the tailgates.
It was a beautiful day
on the mountain. That
night we had a party
with some other fami-
lies at a house we had
rented for the week-
end and hosted many
of Sam’s friends and
their parents. It was a
fun evening of watch-
ing college football,
meeting new Sewanee

e Sewanee
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Melody Piazza

families and spending
time with Sam and his
precious girlfriend. The
last time we saw our
beautiful, clever son
alive was that night as
he and his girlfriend
walked out the front
door happy and laugh-
ing as they left to catch
a ride with a very nice
family who was taking
several kids back to
campus.
- Two weeks later, we
received a call in the
early morning hours
of October 1, 2022,
telling us that Sam had
been airlifted from
Contined on Page 3

The Jad-
ed Se-
nior’s
Guide

to Clurg

Etiquette

Mitch Shakespeare
Opinions Editor

es, this is neces-
Ysary. Yes, I am just
complaining about ex-
tremely frivolous things.
Am [ using my position
as opinions editor for
a student newspaper
to complain about said
frivolous things? Also
yes.
Us seniors have seen
a thing or two. Indeed,
we’ve been here lon-
ger than most students

(we are at your mercy,
superseniors) and have
been able to observe
things that range from
mildly annoying to
completely taboo. Clurg
is the shining example
of this: four years of

_eating at the same place

tends to do that to you.
For this reason, I have
compiled a brief list of

See Clurg on
Page 2
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Immersive History: FYP Class Site-Specific Theater

Camille Pfister
Executive Editor

inding Your Place

(FYP) is an optional
program a couple of
weeks before orientation
for first-year students
that provides a place for
the new undergraduates
to ground themselves
on the Mountain. They
begin to know the en-
vironment they will be
spending the next four
years in, and the history
of it. The theater FYP
class, this year taught
by Professor Jennifer
Matthews, was particu-
larly focused on having
the students learn about

the messy, unfiltered,
history of the place they
are now calling hame.
For those unfamil-
iar with the way FYP
works, let me explain.
Once an undergradu-
ate registers for the
program, after accept-
ing their offer to attend
Sewanee, they are pro-
vided with a list of the
classes they can take.
This class is one of the
four classes they will
take during their first
semester, and begins
about two weeks prior
to the beginning of the
semester. They rank the
classes in order of pref-
erence and are placed

by the University. FYP
is a great way for new
students to get to know
the campus, their fellow
classmates, and some
professors before the se-
mester begins and things
get chaotic. The classes
meet throughout the
semester, ending ear-
lier than the rest of the
University courses, due

. to the early start prior to

the semester.

“It was a lot of fun,”
Ava Bowron (C ‘27) and
a student in Matthew’s
FYP class said. “I got to
meet a lot of new people
really early. I knew
nobody coming here,
and it was really good

to immediately have
that group of people. I
learned a lot about Se-
wanee and its history.”
Matthews’s class,
Memory, History, and
Stories Site-Specific
Devised Performance,
spent time exploring
the domain and learning
the rich history of the
University. Matthews
wanted the students to
“soak a lot of this in”
and emphasized the
importance of equal
partnership. “We did a
little bit of work called
Moment Work,” Mat-
thews said. “It’s creating
plays, not from a top-
down model, [but tak-

ing] that model and flip
on its side so everyone
has equal input.”

The class spent the
“Immersion Period,” the
time of FYP before the
semester began, out and
about in the commu-
nity, exploring different
aspects of the Sewanee
culture. Once the semes-
ter began, they divided
into three groups and
each student presented a
“hunch” and the groups
chose the hunch they
wanted to pursue. The
three groups landed on
portraits, the celebration
of the St. Mark’s Com-
munity, and a reflec-
tion on the Highlander

School. “Those were all
things that they found
important,” Matthews
said.

The Portraits of the
Past play was the first
one to be performed, on
Thursday October 26,
in Convocation Hall.
The performance was a
hilarious and also eye
opening insight into
the portraits hanging in
Convocation and around
campus and their con-
tinued impact on the
students today. The play
begins with two stu-
dents, dressed in black
robes, complete with
white beards, standing

Continued on Page 6
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Letter from the Editor The Jaded Senior’s Guide to Clui'g Eti-
quette... continued from page 1

Dear readers,

In this issue, I would like to direct your
attention to Chris and Melody Piazza’s
letter about their son’s tragic and un-
timely death last year. Their letter about
Sam is heart-breaking and imptmant for
everyone to read. After it was shared with
me, I knew immediately that it should be
run on the front page. In my time at Se-
wanee, there have been too many tragic
deaths like his and it takesﬁlgreat strength
to do what Mr. and Mrs. Piazza did and
share their story in order to educate other
students. I greatly appreciate their trust in
The Purple to share this story.

I hope that everyone is taking time to

enjoy this last month of the semester. With
only one issue left as Editor-in-Chief, I
am honored and privileged to have worked
with such an amazing team. But we’re not
done yet!

Thank you to the campus and wider
community who continue to support us on
each issue.

YSR and EQB,
Rebecca Cole (C ‘24)
Editor-in-Chief

The Sewanee Purple is an inde-
pendent student publication devoted
to covering the campus community
at The University of the South. We
strive for accuracy and fairness and
promptly correct factual errors. If
you ‘think something needs correc-
tion or clarification, please email us
at spurple@sewanee.edu.

“rules of etiquette” from
both myself and other
seniors about the topic.
They are as follows:

1. Don’t Congregate
in Tight, High Traffic
Spaces

Clurg is at times the
beating heart of social
interaction throughout
the weekdays, so it’s
understandable to be ex-
cited when you see your
friends and want to talk.

With that being said,
in a lot of cases these
interactions occur in
high traffic areas, lead-
ing to groups forming
within important bottle-
necks across Clurg. One
example of this is the
Clurg dish return line,
which is already a tight
enough space under nor-
mal circumstances. But
when a group of people
decide to congregate at
either of the entrances,
or, worse yet, next to
the dish return itself, it
blocks out students who
are just trying to return
their dishes and get out.

The best suggestion
for this is to simply
move out of the way.

* The atrium has plenty

of space (just don’t

crowd up next to the
front desk), or just take
the conversation outside
or to your table. Just be
aware of your surround-
ings.

2. Fill Your High
Volume Water Bottles
Before Arriving

This is one that is
especially grating to me
and many other seniors.
Clurg has a very limited
number of places where
you can get water, and
at times the lines to get
water can be longer than
the lines to get food.
Part of this is, of course,
the fact that sometimes
they run out of water
or the dispensers go at
a snail pace. But part
of this also revolves
around students bring-
ing their high volume
water bottles into Clurg
to fill up.

Nothing is more
painful than waiting
behind someone who is
attempting to fill their
giant water bottle while
the dispensers are barely
flowing. Instead of do-
ing'this, fill your water
bottle before arriving at
Clurg; there are about a
million different places

Il

across campus where
this is more than pos-
sible. If you do choose
to continue filling your
water bottle at Clurg, at
least stand aside, rather
than right in front of the
dispenser, so others can
go around you to use the
other dispenser.

3. Pick Up Your Om-
elet Order (and don’t
take other’s)

This is completely
self explanatory. Just
pick up your order
and don’t take other’s.
What’s the point of
ordering an omelet if
you’re never going to
pick it up?

4. Put Caps Back on
the Hot Sauce

Again, this is com-
pletely self explanatory.
If you can take the cap
off, you can put it back
on. No one wants con-
gealed hot sauce.

5. DO NOT USE A
TRAY

#

YOU HAVE BEEN
WARNED.

In all seriousness,
I have no idea where

this “rule” came from,
nor for what purpose

it serves. Your guess is
as good as mine. This
“rule” has existed since
we were freshmen,

and likely long before
we even came here,
where upperclassmen
would tell us in so fnany
words, “If you use a
tray, you’re a psycho-
path.”

Why? Who knows.
Trays can be rather
utilitarian if you’re in
a pinch, but apparently,
they have been a taboo
long before we ever
came to the Mountain.
I am simply including
it within these rules
since it’s a piece of
“etiquette” that has its
roots in the marrow of
upperclassmen Clurg
guidelines (and also it’s
pretty funny).

6. Don’t Sit at a Long
Table by Yourself

Clurg is a place where
you can easily choose to
eat alone, within small
groups, or if you’re in
a fraternity, sorarity, or
sports organization, in
a horde. Luckily for us,
Clurg has seating op

Continued on Page 10
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An Open Letter to The Sewanee Purple... continued
from page 1

Sewanee to Vanderbilt
Hospital in Nashville.
When we arrived in the
Intensive Care Unit at
Vanderbilt, we found
Sam with a tube down
his throat that was
keeping him alive. We
learned that he had
ingested cocaine while
with friends at Se-
wanee the night before
and at some point that
evening began having
what was described as
“seizures.” Of course,
the kids that were with
him did not understand
what they were seeing
was a drug interac-
tion. What his friends

who surrounded him
and loved him did not
understand is that those
seizures represented
his heart seizing.

They were unaware
that cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR)
was needed to keep
Sam’s heart beating,
so it could continue to
supply oxygen to his
organs, most impor-
tantly, his brain. His
friends carried him out
of the Sigma Nu house
and drove him minutes
away to the Sewanee
hospital where the staff
there worked hard to
try and save his life by

restarting his heart. He
was airlifted from there
to Vanderbilt where
Vanderbilt’s medical
team continued to try
and save Sam. Unfor-
tunately, the amount of
time that passed while
his brain did not re-
ceive oxygen had been
too long. On October
5, 2022, Sam was taken
off the ventilator at
Vanderbilt Hospital and
we said goodbye to our
beautiful, precious son.
To be very clear,
Sam did not over-
dose on cocaine. The
amount of cocaine in
Sam’s system as docu-

mented in the toxicolo-
gy report was nowhere
close to an overdose
amount. The cocaine he
ingested did not con-
tain fentanyl. His heart
simply did not accept .
this foreign substance
and it went into an ar-
rhythmia that caused a
heart attack. Sam was
not a drug user. He was
a kid who thought it
might be okay to try
something new and it
killed him.

We write this letter
following the anniver-
sary of Sam’s pass-
ing, to warn all of you
bright and gifted stu-

dents that the ingestion
of a recreational drug
is never recreational.

It is taking a chance

on harming yourself

or changing your life
and the lives of those
around you forever.

As Sam’s parents we
champion Sewanee’s
efforts to promote the
Good Samaritan Cam-
paign and challenge
each of you to make
every effort to learn
how to perform CPR in
case one of your fellow
students needs you to

be their Sewanee angel.

We don’t know that
CPR would have saved

Sam that night. But, we
do know that he had

no chance whatsoever
without it. Sam was
just as bright and gifted
as all of you. But, on a
fall weekend a year ago
he made a terrible deci-
sion that he could not
have known would end
his life and change the
lives of all those who
loved him in indescrib-
able ways. We write
this letter so you will
know what he did not
know that night.

Sincerely,
Chris and Melody
Piazza
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Class of ‘73 Funds New Welcome Center

Trail is halfway fin-
ished, currently run-
ning from Tracy City

to Sewanee. When
completed, the trail will
span seven towns in two
counties, from Palmer

Meg Butler
News Editor

or their 50th re-
F union, the class of
1973 plans to renovate
and reimagine the down-

nity and the bike riders,”
said Wilson. The wel-
come center will help
downtown Sewanee
“thrive,” said Wilson,
amongst the Univer-

generation student and hopes the project will be
finished by the Fourth
of July in 2024. Wilson
said he and Jennings
have received help

from several friends

came in 1969, [the trust-
ees] decided that, for
the future of Sewanee,
they needed to admit
women. The faculty, the
administration, and the

welcoming anyone who
comes to this commu-
nity [through the wel-
come center], it brought
up a lot of feelings for
of the community and

town train depot into

a welcome center for A

visitors to the Univer- &8
sity. This is in addition
to a fundraising project
for a scholarship to be
awarded to a first-gen-
eration student. Jimmy
Wilson (C ‘73), owner
of Blue Chair, and
Nan Jennings (C ‘73)
are co-chairs of the
projects. The welcome
center will serve as the
trailhead for the Moun
tain Goat Trail.

The Sewanee train
depot was here to
serve the railroad
before the University
existed. The current
depot building is not the
original, but the Univer-
sity has already worked
on exterior renovations
for the future welcome
center.

With the milestone of
their 50th reunion oc-
curing this past week-
end, the class decided
to set a $400,000 goal
for their projects. Since
then, they have sur-
passed their original
goal to amass around
$550,000 total.

The project will serve
many groups in the
community, according
to Wilson. “It benefits
visitors, it benefits the
merchants, it benefits
incoming students, and
it benefits the commu-

sity’s plan to invest in

the Village. The wel-
come center project is
in collaboration with the
Sewanee Business Alli-
ance, The Sewanee Trust
for Historic Preserva-
tion, the Civic Associa-
tion, and the Mountain
Goat Trail Alliance. All
of these organizations
are 501(c)(3) organiza-
tions, with the exception
of the Sewanee Business
Alliance, a 501(c)(6).
The ‘73 class’s donation
will mostly go towards
the lobby of the wel-
come center, since the
organizations involved
are all chipping in for
the welcome center. The
Mountain Goat Trail
Alliance ordered metal
picnic tables and chairs
for the center as well.
The Mountain Goat

to Cowan. Currently,
around the Sewanee
area, there are no public
bathrooms for a 40-mile
radius. The welcome
center at the depot,
among other things such
as visiting prospective
students and travelers
driving through, will
serve bikers, hikers,
and any trail-user with
public, ADA compliant
bathrooms, water, and
snacks.

The class of ‘73
is also endowing a
scholarship for a first-
generation student. As
the first class to include
women at the Univer-
sity, the class of ‘73
hopes to create a legacy
that centers around
welcoming all to the
University. “When we

students were against

it. They were woefully
unprepared,” said Jen-
nings, one of the first
women to ever attend
Sewanee. “We didn’t
feel truly welcome ex-
cept by our classmates.
When we started talking
about welcoming a first-

a lot of us. That goal of

4 University, including
& Jim Patching (C “73)

and Mike Maxon (C
“73), both members of
the class of ‘73 class
committee, as well as
# the University Alumni
Office and Advance-

¥ ment Office.

The welcome cen-
ter will have a plaque

. that commemorates

.‘; . the class of ‘73 as
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welcoming people to
this community and not
turning them away is
really what drove me to
support this project.”

Construction will
begin on the depot in
the spring, Wilson said,
and the class of ‘73

.
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" the first to welcome

* women: “This Cen-

= ter’s lobby was made

| possible by the 50th
Reunion gifts of the
Class of 1973, Se-
wanee’s first class to
admit women as full-
time undergraduates,”
the plaque reads.
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