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As a recipient of the newly created Fund for Innovative Teaching and Learning research grant, I spent my summer involved in a project with Spanish professor Dr. Thomas Spaccarelli.  Dr. Spaccarelli was kind enough to allow me to engage in a pre-existing project begun in 2005 with Grant Burrier, C’05, concerning the work of Uruguayan journalist and novelist Eduardo Galeano.  Since Galeano’s politically charged work, though based on thorough research and concrete fact, is written in a narrative fashion, it transcends the boundaries of traditional literary genres and is often neglected by professors developing courses on Latin American literature.  Dr. Spaccarelli has attempted to facilitate the study of such a relevant writer by compiling a selection of Galeano’s work in a textbook, which we further developed this summer by reading Galeano’s most recent books and selecting new texts.  In April 2009, Venezuelan leader Hugo Chávez gave Galeano’s alternative economic history of Latin America to President Barack Obama, and The Open Veins of Latin America catapulted to the top of numerous bestseller lists.  Dr. Spaccarelli and I responded to Galeano’s newfound popularity and contemporary relevancy and his publication of new literature in our research this summer.


My summer research of Eduardo Galeano provided an interesting focal point for developing a more general understanding of the history and politics of Latin America.  Much of my work consisted in reading Galeano’s most recent writings.  To familiarize myself with Galeano’s ideology and writing style, I read Patas arriba: La escuela del mundo al revés and Memoria del fuego: El siglo del viento, an alternative history of twentieth-century Latin America.  I then read Las venas abiertas de América Latina, an economic history of the continent.  Finally, Dr. Spaccarelli and I both read Espejos: Una historia casi universal, Galeano’s most recent book, written in 2008.  Throughout both Las venas abiertas de América Latina and Espejos, I utilized my perspective as a student to make personal selections of vignettes that would be appropriate and interesting for study in a Latin American literature class.  I also analyzed the texts for difficult vocabulary and foreign subject matter that Dr. Spaccarelli could later annotate in his publication.  At the end of the summer, Dr. Spaccarelli and I collaborated to compare and discuss our respective selections.  We chose vignettes that would befit a general literature class and also the Literature, Nationalism, and Identity in Latin America seminar that Dr. Spaccarelli is teaching with Dr. Carmen McEvoy this semester.  In this way, I was involved in an immediate manner, making decisions for a class in which I am enrolled, and in an enduring manner, with the textbook that will be used for semesters to come.  Throughout my studies, I maintained a helpful dialogue with Dr. Spaccarelli and greatly benefited from his perspective, as both a professor and a mentor.  His insight throughout the project positively influenced my working habits, my interest in Galeano and Latin America, and my understanding of the world.  I have also provided Dr. Spaccarelli with technical assistance, photocopying and scanning sections of Galeano’s work for class use on Blackboard, and I will continue to do so throughout the semester.


My summer collaboration with Dr. Spaccarelli as a FITL intern was incredibly beneficial to my personal and academic development.  I developed a new perspective on the history and people of Latin America, influenced by the ideals of Galeano and a more thorough study of the continent.  Through reading numerous difficult books in Spanish, I was able to maintain my Spanish reading and speaking skills over the summer.  I also developed a strong appreciation for the roles of both the student and the professor.  In selecting texts for both a general literature course and the seminar I am currently enrolled in, I approached the literature from an interesting new perspective.  I gained an insight into how a professor selects material and tailors it to student understanding, while constantly engaging himself with new material and ideals.  My FITL internship also positively influenced my decisions regarding graduate school and my future career path.  As I have been interested in the work of a professor since I entered college, a more direct involvement with the position introduced me to new and interesting aspects of the job, such as the role of research.  Concrete research experience is beneficial to both my resume as I apply to graduate school in the next month, and my future in graduate school.  The experience I gained from my work with Dr. Spaccarelli will be invaluable to any research projects, theses, and publications I undertake in graduate school.  This experience also influenced and solidified my desire to study Latin American art history for my postgraduate degrees; before I fully engaged in Latin America, I lacked the sense of academic direction that I gained this summer.  This decision helped me streamline my choices of graduate schools and courses of study.  Finally, I hope to travel to Uruguay in the spring with Dr. Spaccarelli, in order to potentially meet Eduardo Galeano and to fully experience the land that influenced the writer so profoundly.  My experience with the FITL internship was extremely beneficial to many aspects of my academic career, and I am deeply grateful to those who made it possible. 
