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As | geared up for my internship with DCS, everyone with whom | spoke about my
summer job looked at me wide-eyed and warned me about the awful things { would surely
encounter. Intellectually i understood that things like child abuse and neglect happen far too
frequently, but knowing something exists and seeing the faces of the children who are affected
by it are two entirely different things. So, | began my internship a bit timidly; | was terrified of
learning that | really had no business going to faw school or becoming a social worker.

My responsibilities this summer included locating each respondent named in a case
{which is more complicated than it sounds), drafting petitions to have the court declare children
dependent and neglected, taking notes in court, typing court orders outlining what the judge
said for each case in court that day, tracking down witnesses for court, and interviewing
witnesses to have a better idea of the information they could provide. In addition to those
responsibilities, | was able to go on several home-visits to get a feel for what the social workers’
job entailed. | sat in on meetings with attorneys, families, and case managers. While in court, |
was able to talk with other attorneys and gain a better understanding of their roles in a juvenile
court proceeding. | researched changes relevant to DCS that were passed in the 2010
Tennessee State Legislation. [ researched adoption laws and browsed decisions and opinions
that could help or hurt a particular case on which we were working. | observed an interview of a
child at the Children’s Advocacy Center to see how cases involving sexual abuse are handled. |
attended the deposition of a psychiatrist who had treated one of the parents involved in a case.
My internship with DCS gave me exposure to many different aspects of juvenile court, which
continues to help me discern what my next steps will be.

One of the most important aspects of my work this summer was that | was constantly
challenged. Whether it was fighting with the copy machine to print out case files for the
appropriate attorneys (and for the record, | only recall one day of being submerged in a copying
stupor), calling six different prisons to figure out where exactly one father was incarcerated,
trying not to panic as we drove with a police escort out to a house to bring children into state
custody, or struggling with the injustice of children born into abusive homes, my summer with
DCS was unforgettable, to say the least. | learned that a lot of hard work, frustration, and
dedication goes into trying to make things right in the world. | had the privilege of working with
a wonderful group of people who are committed to keeping children safe and healthy. My
supervisor, James Stephens, was patient with my never-ending line of questions, allowed me to
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work independently, and gave constructive criticism to help me improve. As | was working in an
environment that was often stressful and fast-paced, it was helpful for me to have a supportive
and encouraging supervisor along the way. My internship with the Department of Children’s
Services was both challenging and rewarding, and | realized that it was important work that |
enjoyed doing. | am grateful for my experience this summer and look forward to seeing how

that experience influences my work in the future.



