Sewanee
Night
Owls: Is
Al Mak-
ing Your
Degree
Useless?

Kylee Sanders
Junior Editor

n certain late
Onights, a group of
people known as the
Sewanee Night Owls
will meet at the McG-
riff Alumni House to
discuss an interesting
philosophical topic.
Sometimes they’re
even controversial. The
Sewanee Night Owls

was created by Dr. Mark

Hopwood, an associate
professor of philosophy
here at the University,
who got the idea from a
professor at the Univer-
sity of Chicago. Cur-
rently, as far as Hop-
wood knows, Sewanee
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Chicago are the only
- universities to have an
event like this.

The main point of the

See Night Owls on
Page 4

Camille Pfister
Executive Editor

he Tennessee
Williams Center
theater was packed.

Excited whispers of
anticipation echoed
through the room.
Audience members sat
in bleachers in front
of a lit up screen and
an empty dance floor

about to grace it. The
lights went out. The
only visible thing on
stage was the glow in
the dark tape used for
dancers to find their
spot. Lights came on,

music played. Dance-
Wise: Traces began.
DanceWise is a
beloved Sewanee
tradition. Taking place
every fall semester,
Sewanee students, as
well as the occasional
faculty, alumni, or
special guest, show off
their amazing dancing
skills in front of a de-
lighted audience. Each
year DanceWise has a
different theme, which
the dancers interpret.
This year the theme
was Traces, which,
according to the Direc-
tor’s Note, encouraged
the choreographers
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DanceWise: Traces
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to explore “‘leaving
their mark’ as traces
of themselves with the
people and places they
encounter.”

The first dance,
entitled “Time and
Space,” had six dancers
who wore correspond-
ing costumes. Three
of the dancers wore
pink pants with short
sleeved white shirts,

“and three wore green

pants with long sleeved
white shirts. The dance
included two songs,
“Lost in Time and
Space” by Lord Hu-
ron and “Dog Days

are Over” by Florence

and the Machine. The
dance perfectly corre-
sponded to the beat and
flow of the music, and
each dancer had their
own moment in the
spotlight, before they
finally all returned to
one another, gliding off
the stage, arms around
each other.

Other dances in-
cluded multiple songs,
like “You and I,” which
blended “Abstract
(Psychopomp)” and
“Francesca” by Hozier,
“Leave No Trace,”
which used both “Ses
Mains

Continued on Page 7

Stuck

in the
Middle:
What are
We
Doing?

Caroline Winslow
Layout Editor

hree weeks ago, 1
called my sister,
who has four years on
me, to complain about
the fact I’m not where
I should be in life. She
giggled and informed
me of some of her life
experiences which I
echo in this piece.

In your late teens and
early 20s, there is so
much happening around
you, and it is so easy

to compare yourself to
others because there

is no set idea of where
you should be in your
life. Last month, I was
sitting in my bed scroll-
ing through Instagram,
and I counted five
engagements of people
that I grew up with,
another ten dating “an

See Stuck in the

Middle on Page 8
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Expanding your Playlists: Emily Wolfe’s
New Rock Album, The Blowback

Claire Fortney
Contributing Writer

With the recent
resurgence of
concerts and live music
post-COVID, I know
I’m not the only one
who’s found themselves
more and more eager
to travel in order to see
their favorite bands per-
form live. More so, I’ve
found myself doing a
little of the unexpected—
going to a concert when
I don’t know the band
or any of their music.
Luckily enough, I
spend a month out of
my summer in one of

the best places to do so.
Every July, my family
travels to Snowmass,
Colorado and stays
there for a month to
escape the Texas heat.
Among other things,
one of the most enjoy-
able features Snowmass
Village has to offer is its
Free Summer Concert
Series. From June to
August, every Thurs-
day night a new band,
ranging from rock to
reggae, performs on
stage at Fanny Hill (yes,
it’s actually called that).
During the winter, the
hill is a ski slope, but
during the summer, it’s

a free, live music venue
right next door to the
townhouse my family
rents. One of the artists
who played on Fanny
Hill this year—and one
of the artists I enjoyed
the most—was Emily
Wolfe, a queer, female
rock star who recently
put out a smashing new
album, The Blowback.
When I first heard
“Dead End Luck” live
in Colorado, I spent at
least an hour on Spotify
trying to find the song
on Wolfe’s discogra-
phy until I realized
that it was probably
unreleased. You could

imagine my joy, finally
listening to her new
album last week, when

I realized it was the sec-
ond track! While “Dead
End Luck” definitely
takes the spot as my
favorite song from the
record, car sing-a-long
bops like “Silencer” and
the slow guitar edge of
“High Crime” are close
seconds.

I was also happy to
find that Emily Wolfe
hails from two states
very familiar among Se-
wanee’s student popula-
tion, North Carolina and
Texas. Born in Raleigh
and now based out of

Austin, Wolfe is no new
face to the music scene
there. She’s been active
since 2012 and has col-
laborated with multiple
notable musicians, such
as Ben Tanner (from
Grammy-award winning
band Alabama Shakes),
who helped produce her
second album.
Although I’ve yet
to listen to the rest of
Wolfe’s discography,
The Blowback is a true
testament to her range
and talent as a rock
artist. Wolfe’s lyrics
in each of her songs
could resonate with
anyone, from breakup

ballad “Rock Bottom

on a High Wire” to her
frustration with 1950’s-
old ideologies in “Walk
in My Shoes.” While
some of her songs are
more head-bangers than
others, despite being a
rock artist Wolfe cer-
tainly doesn’t tie herself
down to one genre or
beat. Every track on The
Blowback is unique and
enjoyable in its own
way, and if you haven’t
listened to her yet, I
highly recommend do-
ing so.

’dﬂhz_ ewanee Purple

Help support The Sewanee Purple by subscribing to our
bi-monthly issues. For only $30 dollars each semester, you will
receive six issues of The Sewanee Purple to your address.

-F /TheSewaneePurple , @SewaneePurple @SewaneePurple

Please send your name,
address, and a check or
money-order to:

acp

ASSOCIATED
COLLEGIATE
PRESS

The Sewanee Purple
is a proud member of the
Associated Collegiate Press




-

Letter from the Editor

Dear readers,

Since this is my last issue as editor-in-
chief, I want to thank you for your continued
support throughout my~tenuie. I am grateful
for all that The Purple has taught me and will
miss this amazing job that allows me to con-
nect with the campus community. After work-
ing for this paper the past three years, it has
been a part of my Sewanee career that will be
difficult to let go.

However, I am very excited to pass the
torch to Camille Pfister (C ‘25). She is in-
credibly capable and I know she will do an
amazing job as editor-in-chief. I encouraged
Camille to join the paper her freshman year,
and ever since she has been nothing but dedi-
cated, thoughtful, and hard-working. I would
also like to thank Lizzy Donker (C ‘26), our

soon-to-be executive editor, who is always

up for a challenge, and Lee Hancock (C ‘81),
our faculty advisor, for her advice and men-
torship. Caroline Winslow (C ‘25) has been
a wonderful layout editor and I don’t know
what I would have done without her.

To my fellow senior staff, thank you so
much for your hard-work and I will miss hav-
ing an excuse to hang out with you all once a
week!

I hope you enjoy this last issue and have a
very restful Thanksgiving. With only a short
time left in the semester, I wish all students
the best on their finals.

Thank you again for this incredible oppor-
tunity.

YSR and EQB,

Rebecca Cole (C ‘24) : L3 Y ARO S04

Editor-in-Chief

The Sewanee Purple is an independent
student publication devoted to covering the
campus community at The University of the
South. We strive for accuracy and fairness and
promptly correct factual errors. If you think
something needs correction or clarification,
please email us at spurple@sewanee.edu.
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TKP to Host Hazing Prevention
Presentation

Charlotte Maxwell
Contributing Writer

heta Kappa Phi is
Texcited to welcome
nationally noted hazing
prevention expert Lorin
Phillips to the Mountain
on November 29 for an
engaging presentation
on “Hazing Prevention:
Sweating the Small
Stuff.”

An effective advocate
for student-centered,
student-led leader-
ship on positive social
behaviors, Phillips has
worked with over 300
communities, provid-
ing valuable prevention
education to more than
90,000 students, volun-
teers, and professionals
across the United States.

We want to encourage
everyone to take the op-
portunity to participate
in an important con-
versation about hazing.
TKP has spent the past
two years working on
policies and procedures
to enhance each mem-
ber’s experiences and

keep hazing out of our. .

organization’s practices.
I and each of our mem-
bers believe it’s impor-
tant for students, fac-
ulty, and staff alike to

understand why this is
necessary and why ev-
ery group on the Moun-
tain must strive to have
healthy power dynamics
and relationships.

We at TKP believe
that Phillips is the per-
fect person to educate
and encourage each
of us to do our part in
supporting effective,
student-led, student-
centered hazing preven-
tion efforts at Sewanee,
given her abundant ex-
perience and her relat-
able, kind approach.

Phillips earned both
her bachelor’s degree
in integrated science
and technology and her
master’s degree in adult
learning and human
resource development
from Virginia’s James
Madison University.

Within her national
sorority, Tri Sigma,
Phillips has held mul-
tiple leadership roles,
including Director of
Chapter Services and
Assistant Executive
Director responsible
forstrategic planning,
assessment, and preven-
tion education. Cur-
rently, she serves as
Tri Sigma’s Executive
Director of Enablement.

Beyond her sorority,
Phillips has been a dedi-
cated volunteer with the
national advocacy group
HazingPrevention.org.
She is also an active
member of the Associa-
tion of Fraternity Advi-
sors, serves as a local
chapter advisor, and is a
member of James Madi-
son University’s Alumni
Association Board of
Directors.

As a leader in her
national sorority over
more than two decades,
Phillips has conducted
over 200 risk manage-
ment investigations and
40 membership reviews.
She created and imple-
mented a membership
experience assessment,
refreshed the sorority’s
member development
framework, and revised
the chapter accountabil-
ity process to emphasize
collaborative approach-
es to addressing policy
violations.

Phillips also imple-
mented a nationally
recognized prevention
institute focusing on
creatiné effective pre-
vention partnerships.
The program helps
students reduce high-
risk behaviors in their
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chapters by providing
chapter-specific data

to create annual chap-
ter prevention plans.

In 2020, Tri Sigma’s
innovative programs re-
ceived awards from the
Association of Frater-
nity/Sorority Advisors
for the country’s most
outstanding change
initiative and drug and
alcohol prevention pro-
gram.

We’re thrilled that
some of our TKP
alumni and parents plan
to travel to Sewanee
and attend Phillips’
presentation. “As one
of its founders, I am
so proud that TKP is
taking a leadership role
on hazing prevention
at Sewanee,” said Alex
Wilson Albright (C ‘77)
of Austin, Texas. “These
are important conversa-
tions for everyone — not
just members of Greek
organizations. I hope
everyone at the Univer-
sity — students, faculty
and staff — takes advan-
tage of this opportunity
to hear this speaker.”

Phillips’ talk will be
free and open to the

. public at Guerry Audi-

torium at 7:30 p.m. on
November 29.
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Fitwell to Propose Faculty and Staff Membership

Rebecca Cole
Editor-in-Chief

F itwell recently
wrapped up their
trial run opening the
doors to faculty and
staff. The plan to per-
manently implement
the program will be
proposed to the admin-
istration. Meant to serve
as a student space, the
Wellness Commons has
been open for around
three years, exclusively
to students. Faculty and
staff have tradition-
ally only been able to
use Fowler as a gym to
exercise in, but many
have expressed the
desire to attend group
classes taught at Fitwell
that provide a different
experience from what is
offered at Fowler.

Leigh Collins, the di-
rector of counseling and
psychological services,
and Kayleigh Perlotto,
the associate director of
Fitwell and community
health, both sat down
with The Purple to dis-
cuss the benefits of the
pilot program.

Since the equipment
requires regular main-

tenance, with a lifespan
of anywhere from 3-10
years, Fitwell is already
functioning with little
money allocated to the
upkeep and replacement
of equipment. The re-
source was created with
no equipment replace-
ment plan in the budget.
Overuse of the ma-
chines without enough
money to replace them
is a big concern of
Fitwell’s and one reason
it was reserved spe-
cifically for students.
Collins said, “There was
no budget planned out
to replace those [equip-
ment] when they broke
and not a huge budget
even for repairs.”

The structure of
Fitwell was another
concern. Students, who
serve as the main staff-
ing of Fitwell, often
leave for breaks. Which
means that Fitwell is
often closed over breaks
and not staffed beyond
its sometimes limited

hours. “When you think
about including faculty
and staff, first of all,

are we going to have
enough certified student
instructors?” Collins

said, “Getting the cover-
age has always been an
issue and we didn’t re-
ally have the budget to
pay for more staff.” Un-
like Fitwell, The Fowler
center has staff that are
University employees.

Perlotto said, “The
space in general is much
smaller compared to
Fowler.” A big consider-
ation also has been how
can Fitwell make ac-
commodations, sustain
the space, and remain
inclusive.

For the pilot program,
approximately 100 fac-
ulty and staff were in-
vited to participate. Fit-
well tracked their usage
and conducted a survey
to the full faculty and
staff. As a student space
for holistic wellness, the
number one priority of
Collins, Perlotto, and
the rest of the Wellness
Commons and Wellness
Center staff remains
student inclusivity
and comfort. Students
were polled concerning
their comfort with the
implementation of the
program and many were
excited for the opportu-
nity to build community

with the
faculty and
staff in an-
other space
on campus.
Collins
said, “most
of the
students in-
dicated that
they would
be com-
fortable.”
Perlotto
also said, “I
think anoth-
er compo-
nent is that
Sewanee is
so prideful
in building
community
and having
community,
so includ-
ing faculty
and staff
into that is
important.”
There will be a mem-
bership fee associated
with faculty and staff
use of Fitwell since it is

not in Fitwell’s budget

to offer it free of charge,
but this fee will also
offer them resources
such as group exercise
classes. However, Per-
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lotto made it clear that
Fitwell hopes to keep
this membership cost
very low compared to
gym memberships off
the mountain to make
it not only convenient
but accessible. The
membership will only
be available to faculty
and staff and not their
families.

Students, faculty, and
staff are excited for the
possibility of the pro-
gram and the Wellness
Center staff have been
working diligently on
the proposal.
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Repairs, rentals, and used bikes available!
031-508-9703 00 Reeds Lane. Sewanee. TN service@ woodyshicycles.com

Tuesday-Friday 9-5 Saturday 10-2  (losed Sun/Mon
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