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Uncovered
Stories
from the
Titanic:
The Six
Documen-

tary

Alec Massey
Features Editor

With the help
of a hyper-
realistic video game
and a reenactment of
the loading of life-
boats, researcher Steven
Schwankert learns more
about the eight Chi-
nese passengers on the
Titanic. Sewanee kicks
off its pre-AAPI month
activities with a show-
ing of The Six docu-
mentary followed by a
panel. The documentary
produced by Luo Tong
and Arthur Jones fol-
lows Schwankert who
does a deep dive into
the history of the eight
Chinese passengers on
the Titanic and the six
that survived.
Schwankert is based
in China and wanted
to discover why out of
the 705 survivors on
the Titanic the Chinese

See The Six
Documentary on

2024 Recap: Order of the Gown and

Student Government
Association Debates
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Brendan Downes
News Editor

n Wednesday, April

3, students packed
into Naylor Audito-
rium to see Sewanee’s
Student Government
Association and Order
of the Gown presiden-
tial candidates debate.
When the discussion
opened up to questions
from the public, a mass
of arms eagerly shot up.
Student-led questions
ranged from inquiries
into the return of aca-
demic hoods to ques-
tions about the neces-

sity of armed police on
campus.

The panel featured
the two candidates for
SGA president, McClain
Brooks (C ‘25) and Mo-
ses Vincent III (C 25),
and the three candidates
for OG president, Rhett
Edens (C 25), Angelina
Khomenak (C ‘25), and
Alexis Miniat (C ‘25).
Candidates were given
a few minutes to intro-
duce themselves before
being asked pre-written
questions by the current
president of the OG,
Sofie Behr (C ‘24), and
the current president of
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SGA, Claire Langford
(C ‘24). The debate was
moderated by the presi-
dent of the Sewanee
Debate Union, Molly
Jirgal (C 24).

This introduction
allowed candidates to
present their politi-
cal platforms and their
leadership experience to
student voters.

Brooks emphasized
“using research and sta-
tistical data” to address
the issues of Sewanee’s
student body. “I want
to continue to be pres-
ent in emphasizing the
pressing issues such as

student parking, sus-
tainable transportation
methods, and residential
hall conditions,” said
Brooks.

Vincent split his
platform into four pil-
lars: the unification of
student organizations
with SGA, making DEI
actionable, the continua-
tion of safety initiatives,
and hearing student
feedback. “SGA not just
represents you but wants
to speak for you,” said
Vincent. “I intend to
make sure your voice is
heard, I’ve

Continued on Page 3

Hazbin
Hotel: An
Animated

Musical

Comedy

Classic

Camille Pfister
Editor-in-chief

Do you love quirky
characters forced
into a building together?
How about unnecessar-
ily catchy songs sung by
Broadway and Disney
superstars? Got any
religious trauma you
feel like confronting?
If any of this applies to
you, may I invite you to
check out Hazbin Hotel!
The world of this
show has so much to
offer, with dense lore
and characters to ana-
lyze. Available through
Amazon Prime, Hazbin
Hotel’s pilot episode
aired on January 18,
2024 and instantly
captured the hearts of
millions of viewers.
The show’s protagonist,
Charlie Morningstar,
began the show reading
the story of Hell aloud,
giving viewers a quick

See Hazhin Hotel
on Page 7
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Ella Mitchell
Photography Editor

t’s a Friday night:

what are you doing?
Arguably, a majority
of the student popula-
tion is preparing them-
selves for a weekend
of partying. Sewanee
is without a doubt a
party school. Weekends
here are usually filled
with a variety of op-
tions...for those who
enjoy partying. Greek
organizations here tend
to throw events start-
ing on Thursday nights
and lasting throughout
the weekend. But what
do our students think

about the nightlife of-
fered here? Do Sewanee
students wish there were
other activities available
on the weekends besides
parties?

First, let’s take a look
at how students spend
their time on the week-
ends. Jenna Mcamis,

(C 27) said that on the
weekends she stay[s] in
her dorm and watch[es]
movies with friends.”
Mary Pomeroy, (C ‘27) .
is another student who
spends her weekends
similarly to Mcamis.
Pomeroy said, “I oc-
casionally go out, but
most of the time I like to
catch up on homework,

my hobbies, and sleep.”
Both of these first
years describe them-
selves as individuals
who go out occasionally
but usually spend their
time staying in. Another
perspective is offered
by Robert Strickland, (C
“25) who is a member of
the Delta Tau Delta Fra-
ternity. Strickland says
that on the weekends:
“I usually just hang out
with my buddies and
figure out where every-

- one’s going and what

sounds fun, and I usu-
ally just hang out with
them.”

Mcamis then ex-
pressed how she felt

about the options avail-
able for students on

the weekends. “It’d be
nice if there was more
stuff to have on the
weekends, like movie
nights,” Mcamis said.
“It’s difficult to find a
dorm to bring everyone
to watch a movie be-
cause it’s a small space.
If there were planned
movies it would be fun.”
Occasionally, movie
nights have been offered
as weekend events on
campus by the Tigers
Entertainment Board
(TEB). However, since
the Sewanee Union The-

. ater (SUT) closed down
in 2021, the building it

Sewanee Nightlife: A Lack of Choices

was housed in now re-
placed by the new Biehl
Commons, movie nights
have been few and far
between. It seems that if
these movie nights were
held more frequently,
some students like Mca-
mis would appreciate
being able to attend.
Pomeroy shared a
similar opinion, but she
believes that the lack
of other options on the
weekend is not a fault
of the university. It is
based on where Se-
wanee is located. Pome-
roy said, “Yes, I wish
there were more things
to do on the weekends
besides party. I don’t

think it’s really a prob-
lem with the univer-
sity specifically, it’s our
location. Because we
don’t live in a typical
college town it’s hard
to find activities that
you might find at other
schools.” Sewanee will
never have all of the
activities available to
students at a larger state
school located in a city;
however, the occasional
activities presented by
TEB do allow students
to spend their weekends
out and about, just not
in a party setting. An
increase in events pre-
sented by non-Greek
Contined on Page 9
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Letter from the Edlter

Dear readers,

The past few weekends have been filled
with exciting things on the Mountain! From
EQB Day, to Sparty, and even the Choir alum-
ni returning to All Saints’. Spring has sprung
here at Sewanee and the weather is slowly
catching up, with more warm and sunny days
happening.

As we near the end of the semesm, we

have some exciting features in this issut!'

I invite you to check out our Junior Editor
Kylee Sanders’ opinion on the value of comps
during this comping season, as well as Ju-
nior Editor Chloe Wright’s feature into a new
study abroad program coming this summer.

If you're looking for a distraction from im-

pending finals, may 1 suggest checktngp’nnt
Hazbin Hotel on Amazon Prime (Jau,.; aj
about that show in this issue!) or cor
the crossword puzzle in the followi
Also a reminder to all students to
to vote in the student elections! M.
voice heard!

Summer approaches, and we will miss up-
dating all of y’all for the next few months,
but fear not! There is still one Meissqé to
come, and we will be back i m the Fﬁﬁ!

EQB & YSR,
Camille Pfister (C ‘25)
Editor-in-chief

The Sewanee Purple is an indepen-
dent student publication devoted to
covering the campus community at
The University of the South. We strive
for accuracy and fairness and prompt-
ly correct factual errors. If you think
something needs correction or clarifi-

cation, please email us at spurple@se-

wanee.edu.
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College: Is it Really the Best Four Years
of Your Life?

Caroline Winslow
Layout Editor

C ollege... a time that
is told to be the best
four years. of your life.
But is that true?

I am nearing the end
of my junior year, so
I have had ample op-
portunity to see what
college life is about. A
disclaimer for readers:

1 understand that every-
one will have different
opinions on this topic,
but here is my insight
on it.

I love the idea of col-
lege, that these are four
years that I will never
want to forget. How-
ever, realistically there
are parts I will eventu-
ally want to forget. I
will eventually desire to
forget the panic of re-
ceiving a bad grade, the
drama that comes with
being a young adult
surrounded by other
young adults, and more
than anything I will
want to forget about the
nights where I lay in my
bed wishing that I was
home. Not to mention
the hassle of affording
to live when we either
have no income or very
little income from the

lack of available jobs on
campus.

However, I will also
be the first to admit that
I have made lifelong
friends and I have made
memories with them
that have made my years
exciting. I have count-
less stories of weekends
on and off campus with
my friends enjoying
the exhilarating highs
of college stupor. And
memories of buckling
down with them in the
library until our minds
are nothing but delu-
sional mush. Screaming
dumb songs in the car
with the people that for
the moment I cannot
dream of living without.
But deep down I must
also ask myself is that
really all that life has to
offer?

College is a blend of
excitement and fun with
stress induced by strenu-
ous classes, the over-
whelming need to keep
up with our peers, and
the packed schedules
from all of the activities
that we choose to par-

_ take in.

I got talking to my
dad about college one
day over spring break
and he let me in on

some very eye-opening
information. He said,
“College is about mak-
ing memories, but also
about getting you to the
actual best years of your
life. When you are a
young adult, right out of
college, you are making
money and are free. You
have the time and funds
to continue to make
more memories with
friends and family.” He
told me that those years
are truly the best years
of your life.

I think that I needed
to hear that, not only
because sometimes I
feel lost in the world,
but also because I
needed to be reminded
that after college there
is still so much life to be
had and so many adven-
tures to be lived. I had
already decided after
my freshman year that
after college I wanted
to move back to South
Carolina because it’s
my home, but I was also
worried that if I did that
then I would lose all
the friends and memo-
ries that I made here at
school. After the con-
versation with my dad, 1
realized that that wasn’t
true; we can still visit

each other and make
memories and laugh and
grow together once we
leave this place.

So, to the seniors and
to whoever else needs
to hear it: college is
perhaps not the best
four years of your life.
They’re just four good
years. You will still
have those friends, those
memories, those loves
and losses, those pic-
tures, and those laughs
even after you graduate
and leave here. They
are part of you, but you
are so much more than
college. You are going
to make new memories,
have new adventures,
find new people and
places to love, and do
great things with your
life.

To the readers; let me
leave you with this one
last sentence: it should
be that college isn’t the
best years of your life,
but the beginning of
many great years and
the future.
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2024 Recap: Order of the Gown and Student
Government Association Debates... continued from

page 1

been preaching that for

the past three years and
I continue to uphold my
word...”

The trio of OG presi-
dential candidates then
presented their plat-
forms. Edens began by -
highlighting the political
experience she garnered
on Sewanee’s campus.
“I started off as sopho-
more representative/
subchair and am now
parliamentarian,” said
Edens. “I’ve gotten to
work under two great
presidents, Alex and So-
fie, and have seen first-
hand how the presiden-
cy works.” Edens stated
that she was passionate
about making sure ev-
eryone on campus feels
seen and plans to use
transparency between
the student body and the
administration to reach
that goal.

“I really believe I can
make a difference, I’m
qualified, and I have
the relationships with
the administration that
are so vital for a student

leader to have... 'm in:
the perfect position to
advocate for you,” said
Edens.

Khomenak presented
a unique platform,
centered around mak-
ing the gown more
inclusive and forming
“peer-academic sup-
port groups” that would
provide individualized
support for those need-
ing academic guidance.
Khomenak stated that
she seeks to change
negative connotations
around the OG which
stem from “the gown
cost, the unequal class
system, and unequal
representation.” Kho-
menak said, “I’d like to
include the gown cost
in each student’s schol-
arship as it is a reward
and should be treated as
one.” Khomenak noted
that her relationships
with the registrar, career
center, and alumni
would allow her to make
these financial changes.
Khomenak expressed a
passion for academically

supporting transfer and
international students
through the implemen-
tation of student-led,
major-related panels.
Miniat stated that her
candidacy is founded
on filling “the gaps I
see in the executive
team and membership
fulfilling our duties and
opportunities to make
a difference in com-
munity and equality.”
She also emphasized the
importance of chang-
ing negative stereotypes
about the gown and
Sewanee’s student com-
munity. “These beauti-
ful gowns we wear on
campus have a stigma.
The divide between the
school and the com-
munity of the greater
Sewanee is reinforced
by a student body that
insulates itself, but we
are learning amazing
things that need practi-
cal application,” Miniat
said. Miniat proposed
that service hours be
part of the gown’s
membership, allowing

students to learn from
the community as well
as providing opportuni-
ties for resume building.
“The goal of the gown
is not just to get. It’s to
get, be proud of the aca-
demic things you do on
campus, and take it as a
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challenge to make this
place better than when
you got here.”
Promising to intro-
duce weekly office
hours with the OG coun-
cil, she continued by
noting the responsibil-
ity of council members

to uphold the gown’s
values.

Voting opened to
students after the debate
and will remain open
through April 11.
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The Six Documentary... continued from page 1

survivors’ stories are
unknown. The Chinese
sailors who boarded the
litanic were recorded
on the ship log as Ah
Lam, Fang Lam, Lee
Bing, Cheong Chip,
Cheong Foo, and Ling
Hee. Ah Lam and Ling
Hee did not survive the
sinking, but their pres-
ence along with the
Six survivors’ presence
provides a representa-
tion of Chinese people
in the American mythos.
When the Titanic sunk
in 1912, the Chinese
lusion Act, which
revented all Chinese
laborers from immigrat-
ing to the US, was still
thirty-one yéars away
from being repealed.
['he disappearance of
the Chinese passengers
from the Titanic story is
related to the prejudice
against Chinese people
that was rampant as a
result of the Exclusion
Act.

After docking in New
York on the Carpathia
vith all the other survi-

ors, the Chinese pas-
sengers had to immedi
itely board the Annetta
ind sail to Cuba as they
were not allowed to find
work in America. The

Annetta’s boat records

is how Schwankert and
his team confirmed their
movement after the
Titanic, but they split up
afterwards and simulta-
neously scattered their
stories. Part of what
makes their identities
so elusive is the tran-
scribing of their names
into English and the
tendency, noted by the
documentary, of Chinese
immigrants to change
their names. Merchants
and scholars were unaf-
fected by the Exclusion
Act and because of
their free movement
from China to the US,
they would help other
Chinese people get into
the US by giving them
legal papers with differ-
ent names. The Chinese
immigrant would com-
pletely adopt this new
name and
burn all
other papers
with their
birth name.
T'herefore,
the question
of who ex-
ictly to look
or when
rving to
learn about
the survi-
VOIS was
tricky for

scribing of their names
into English, the spell-
ing that represents the
pronunciation could
represent any number
of Chinese characters.
Because of that, there is
still alot of vagueness
that the researchers had
to navigate in order to
unearth stories.

Due to the vagueness
of these people’s stories,
and prejudice against
Chinese people, many
stories were created
about the passengers
that vilified them. One
story in particular that
was used to vilify four
of the Chinese passen-
gers was disproved by
the researchers. Previ-
ously, it was thought
that the four Chinese
survivors who boarded
“Collapsible C,” the

Ismay got
on, bypassed
the women
and children
and stowed
away on

the lifeboat
by laying
underneath
the seats. To
disprove this
claim, the
team used a
hyper-real-
istic titanic
sinking video
game to track
the move-
ments of the
passengers
from their
rooms to the
top of the
ship. They
saw that the
passengers,
using their
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tion to the documentary,
panelist Dr.
Teri Terigele
said, “[they]

“Something is better ..
than nothing.”
- Dr. Teri Terigele

cerned with
the white
narrative
but eager to
know about
the content,
specifically
how Chinese
representa-
tion was
associated

acedalh Al Roahliva Rl At

is hosting several other
events such as the Pre-
AAPI month celebra-
tion. On April 9 there
will be a meeting in
McClurg ABC from
6:00-7:00 p.m. about
Global Sewanee: Early
Asia Connections. There
is another screening for
the documentary Far
East Deep South about
Chinese people who
immigrated to the Mis-
sissippi Delta in Naylor
Auditorium on April 16
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