
Political Ecology Reference List 
 
 
I. Overview 
 
Robbins, P.,  Political Ecology: A Critical Introduction (2nd edition).  United Kingdom: 
Blackwell Publishing, 2011. 
Describes the origins of Political Ecology and usefulness for questioning “a-political” 
accounts of environmental problems. Good introductory text for an upper-division class. 
 
Peet, R., Robbins, R. and Watts, M.,  Global Political Ecology.  New York: Routledge, 
2011. 
An edited volume that includes contributions related to food and sustainability, slums and 
garbage, global environmental governance, energy and water scarcity, and GMOs and 
biopolitics. 
 
Athanasiou, Tom,  Divided Planet: The Ecology of Rich and Poor.  Boston: Little, 
Brown & Co., 1996. 
Somewhat outdated now, but still one of my favorites. The title explains it all. 
 
Conca, Ken and G.D. Dabelko, Green Planet Blues.  Boulder: Westview Press, 1998.                   
 
Coleman, Daniel,  Ecopolitics: Building a Green Society.  New Brunswick: Rutgers 
University Press, 1994. 
 
Frome, Michael,  Green Ink.  Salt Lake City: Univ. of Utah Press, 1998.  
Wisdom and first hand accounts from the nonagenarian environmental journalist and 
activist. 
 
 
II. Human/Environment interactions  
 
Mann, C.,  1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus.  New York: 
Random House, 2006. 
In this sweeping history, Mann challenges the “pristine myth,” by showing that the 
Americas was much more widely populated and sophisticated than previously thought.  
 
Mann, C.,  1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created. New York: Random 
House, 2012. 
Traces the origins of today’s increasingly globalized world to the economic, cultural and 
environmental changes unleashed by Columbus’ initial journey to the America’s.  
 
Diamond, J.,  Guns, Germs and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies. New York: W.W. 
Norton and Company, 1999. 



In contrast to political ecology, a useful example of the prevalence of environmental 
determinism in contemporary thought. Argues that the origins of the contemporary world 
system can be traced to geographical and environmental factors. 
 
Miller, S.,  An Environmental History of Latin America.  New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2007. 
A well-written account of human/environment interactions in Latin America from the 
pre-colonial era to the near present. Traces human efforts to shape and control nature and 
current implications for sustainability. 
 
McKibben Bill,  Hope, Human and Wild:  True Stories of Living Lightly on the  
Earth.  St. Paul, MN: Hungry Mind Press, 1995. 
Case studies from the United States Brazil and India incorporating sustainability 
principles      
 
Stiglitz Joseph, et.al., Report of the Commission on the Measurement of Economic   
Performance and Social Progress   http://www.stiglitz-sen-
fitoussi.fr/documents/rapport_anglais.pdf      
Real world application of sustainability principles done for the French government 
 
Wagner, Gernot, But Will the Planet Notice?  New York: Hill & Wang, 2011. 

Dietz, Rob and Dan O’Neil, Enough is Enough,  San Francisco: Berrett and Koehler 
Publishers, 2013. 

Barbour, Ian,  Technology, Environment and Human Values, Westport,  CT: Praeger 
Publishers, 1980. 
Case studies are out of date, but very successfully describes how the environmental crisis 
is a crisis of values. 
 
McPhee, John,  Encounters With the Archdruid,  NewYork: Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux, 
1971. 
David Brower goes down the Colorado River with the former head of the Bureau of 
reclamation, tours site of a proposed copper mine in what is now the North Cascades 
National Park, and visits Cumberland Island with the developer of Hilton Head 
 
Steinberg, Ted, Down to Earth: Nature’s Role in American History (3rd ed.), NewYork: 
Oxford, 2013. 
A very readable (even for students) environmental history of United States with nature in 
the foreground and having agency 
 
 
III. Political Economy 
 
Harvey, D., The Limits to Capital. Oxford: Basil Blackwell Publisher Limited, 1982. 
Advanced text that provides a key geographic perspective on Marxist political economy 
including spatially uneven development and imperialism. 



 
Harvey, D.,  A Brief History of Neoliberalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. 
Clearly written account of the origins of neoliberalism as an economic philosophy, its 
global policy implications and contradictions. 
 
Clapp, J. and Dauvergne, P.,  Paths to a Green World: The Political Economy of the 
Global Environment (2nd edition). Cambridge, Mass: The MIT Press, 2011. 
Describes how political ideology helps shape put policy orientation. Works well in class.  
 
O’Connor, J.,  Natural Causes: Essay’s in Ecological Marxism. New York: The  
Guilford Press, 1998.  
Explores the relevance of Marxism for understanding the relationship of capitalism to 
contemporary environmental crisis. 
  
Lawn, Philip A.,  Toward Sustainable Development: An Ecological Economics 
Approach. Washington: Lewis Publishers, 2001. 
An advanced, but readable, exposition of the economics of sustainability 
 
Daly, Herman and Joshua Farley, Ecological Economics: Principles and Applications. 
Washington: Island Press, 2004. 
An excellent introduction to the subject 

 
Worldwatch Institute,  State of the World 2013, Washington: Island Press, 2013.  
 
Kunstler,James,  The Long Emergency.  New York: Grove Press, 2005. 
 
Gore, Al,  Earth in the Balance.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1992. 
 
Speth, James Gustave,  Red Sky at Morning.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004. 
 
Coleman, Daniel,  Ecopolitics: Building a Green Society.  New Brunswick: Rutgers 
University Press, 1994. 
 
Rifkin, Jeremy,  Biosphere Politics. San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1991. 
 
Heinberg, Richard, The End of Growth: Adapting to Our New Economic Reality. 
Gabriola Island, B.C.: New Society Publishers, 2011. 
 
Korten, David,  When Corporations Rule the World. San Francisco: Kumarian Press, 
1995. 
 
O’Meara, Patrick, et.al., eds.,  Globalization and the Challenges of the New Century. 
Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, 2000.  
 
Greer, John Michael, The Wealth of Nature: Economics as if People Mattered. Gabriola 
Island, B.C.: New Society Publishers, 2011. 



             

Orr, David,  Earth in Mind: On Education, Environment, and the Human Prospect. 
Washington: Island Press, 2004. 

Czech, Brian and Herman Daly, Supply Shock: Economic Growth at the Crossroads and 
the Steady State Solution. New Society Publishers, 2013.  

Costanza, Robert, John Cumberland, Herman Daly, Robert Goodland and Richard 
Norgaard.  An Introduction to Ecological Economics.  CRC Press, 1997.  

Norgaard, Richard B., Development Betrayed: The End of Progress and a Co-
Evolutionary Revisioning of the Future.  Routledge Publishing, 1994.  
Dense, but well worth the effort.  Uses the author’s experiences in the Amazon as a case 
study. 

McDonough, William, Michael Braungartand and President Bill Clinton.  The Upcycle: 
Beyond Sustainability--Design for Abundance. Northpoint Press, 2013.  

McDonough, William and Michael Braungartand,  Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way 
We Make Things.  Northpoint Press, 2001.  

Klein, Naomi., This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the Climate.  Simon and 
Schuster, 2014. 
Argues that attempts to stabilize the climate are doomed unless neoliberal capitalism is 
brought under democratic control.  

 
IV. Development and Globalization 
 
Escobar, A., Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World 
(2nd edition). Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2011. 
Advanced text that explores “Development” as political and economic project initiated in 
the post WWII period throughout Latin America, Asia and Africa.  
 
Shiva, V., The Violence of Green Revolution: Third World Agriculture, Ecology and 
Politics. London: Zed Books, 1991. 
Focuses on the environmental and social impacts of Green Revolution agricultural 
technologies in developing countries. Though polemical, also useful for understanding 
current critiques of agro-industrialization. 
 
Stiglitz, J., Globalization and Its Discontents. New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 
2003. 
Key text on market-based economic reforms and their consequences for increasing 
poverty, economic inequality and environmental degradation in developing countries. 
 



Stiglitz, J., Making Globalization Work.  New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2007. 
A follow up to his 2003 book, Stiglitz proposes solutions to reform globalization in ways 
that better addresses global economic, social and environmental challenges. 
 
Freidman, Thomas, Hot, Flat, and Crowded. New York: Farar, Strauss & Giroux, 2008. 
Discusses how global warming, growing global population and increased consumption 
are creating political instability and calls for United States to lead a new global green 
economy.  
 
McNeill, J.R., An Environmental History of the Twentieth- Century World. New York: 
Norton, 2001. 
 
 
Sachs, Jeffrey, Common Wealth: Economics for a Crowded Planet. New York: Penguin 
Press, 2008. 
Explores the relationship between environmental degradation, population growth and 
poverty as well as potential solutions for sustainable development. 
 
 
V. Social Movements 
 
Hawken, P., Blessed Unrest: How the Largest Movement In the World Came Into Being 
and Why No One Saw it Coming. Viking: Penguin Press, 2007. 
A great, feel-good, introductory text that explores the emergence of a diverse, global 
environmental movement. 
 
Peet, R. and Watts, M., Liberation Ecologies: Environment, Development and Social 
Movements. London: Routledge, 2004. 
An advanced-level, edited volume, with key contributions in political ecology and social 
movements in developing countries.  
 
Escobar, A., Territories of Difference: Place, Movements, Life, Redes. Durham: Duke 
University Press, 2008. 
An advanced level text that focuses on grassroots environmental movements in 
Colombia.  
 
Luke, T., Capitalism, Democracy, and Ecology: Departing from Marx. Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1999. 
Explores the relevance of Marxist political economy for understanding contemporary 
capitalism, environmental crisis and the emergence of environmental movements. 
 
Polanyi, K., The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time. 
Boston: Title Beacon Paperback, 2001. 
Originally published in 1944, this widely cited text describes a “double movement” in 
which social disruptions unleashed by capitalism lead to calls by civil society for state 
action and regulation. 


