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My internship was offered through the Franklin County Community Reentry program, a 

jail-based non-profit initiative funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 

that offers assistance to repeat offenders and recurrent inmates so that they may improve their 

lives and extricate themselves from the cyclical pattern of the American penal system.  The 

program operates out of the Sheriff’s Annex at the correctional and judicial complex in 

Winchester, TN, about twenty minutes away.  I also had the opportunity to work in our satellite 

program at the Coffee County jail, which was an altogether different experience.  Our dual 

federal grants allow us to operate two separate programs, Technology and Co-occurring (that is, 

individuals with both mental health and substance abuse diagnoses) and while most co-occurring 

offenders usually do not receive technology training, most individuals under the Technology 

grant tend to also receive counseling services. 

My duties at FCCR included compiling and analyzing studies that focus on programs 

offered to offenders in correctional facilities across the country, performing statistical 

calculations for the various classes offered by our program to determine their effectiveness, 

teaching basic computer literacy classes, and in one case teaching an inmate to read.  During my 

time at FCCR I was able to formulate several diverse opinions about the complex variety of 

relationships between correctional officers, inmates, reentry workers, jail administrators, and 

probation/parole officers.  This opportunity has proved invaluable to me as I pursue a career in 

mental health and substance abuse counseling as well as in forensic psychology. 


