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Lilly Executive Summary

For my summer internship | was working at St. Margaret’s and San Francisco de Asis, a
multicultural and bilingual congregation in Miami Lakes, Florida, with parishioners from
throughout the world. As an outreach program, this congregation started a nonprofit afterschool
and summer program, MyBackyard, for kids in the middle school age range from different

backgrounds that live around the area.

In the six weeks that | spent working at this institution | was divided between working
part time at the church doing translations from Spanish to English and vice versa and helping the
church manager arrange meetings, record paychecks, and do other works necessary for the
church throughout the week. For an additional part of my work at the church I helped the Priest,
Father Richard Aguilar, with a funeral, a wedding, and other activities such as visiting the sick,
etc. The last activity that I got to do at the church was preaching in both the English and Spanish
communities of the congregation about how my summer experiences with them related to the

gospel that Sunday.

At MyBackyard | was the intern working with the kids and helping them have an
educational, safe, and fun summer. One of the many things that I got to do was helping plan the
summer fieldtrips to different parts of the city that were both educational and entertaining for the
kids. The most important and also the most difficult part of my job as a counselor at this summer
camp was the job of making sure every kid was safe, doing what they needed to do, making

friends, and most important of all enjoying their summer.
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This summer at St. Margaret’s and San Francisco de Asis | was working with Father
Richard Aguilar and Charles Foote, the office manager, and at MyBackyard | was working with
with Mireya Medina, camp directors, and other counselors. These people taught me that no
matter the circumstances one must never give up the fight and that there is a solution to every
problem. These people made my job this summer easy because of all their support while
simultaneously challenging me to push myself, which made me become a better person and a

better leader.
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Detail Report

This summer working full time for St. Margaret’s and San Francisco de Asis taught me a
lot of things, but most of all it has given me the best of both worlds | gave my internship this
name because | was working with a church but also at same time I was working for a nonprofit
organization which is MyBackyard the summer camp. The best of both worlds is the name that |
have given to this significant and enlightening experience. The two programs are some of the
types of organizations that | am visualizing working at in my not-so-far future, which is one of

the reasons that | decided to take the internship there.

A positive experience that | had working at both of these institutions was getting to know
people and using one of my strengths which is communications skills. At both of these places
one of the things that you get to do all the time is meeting new people and talking to them. In the
case of the church, which is an institution for the people and by the people, the work that you
primarily have to do is working with people, who can be the congregation, visitors, concierge, or
people that just come because they are in need of someone to talk to. As an intern with Father
Richard Aguilar, 1 got to work with people, which at the beginning seemed so difficult and
challenging because |1 felt that | was not prepared to deal with, and that 1 would not have
anything to say or comment in the conversation; | learned a valuable lesson which is that
sometimes words are not necessary and that listening to someone in need can do more good then
trying to fix their problems. Knowing that | felt that choosing the ordain ministry can be an
option for my future vocation, because after listening to some people or just being there for them
made me realize that | can do more for them and that forming part of the clergy ministry can be a

great area for me to work in.
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Being an intern at the church really helped me expand my communication skills, but
forming part of the summer camp staff put those skills to work. In Miami Lakes, | was working
with a summer camp for middle school kids, which in my experience is one of the hardest ages
since it is the stage when the kids start to become teenagers and all the changes in them start to
become present. One of the first times you need to use communication here is actually before the
summer camp opens, because all the counselors and the camp director come together to form a
work plan, know each other, and learn all the rules; all these require a lot of communication so
that when the camp opens the parents and the kids see that the camp has a formation and that
everything is well-organized. The second time communication is required when working at the
summer camp is the first day when the doors of the camp are open and the parents are coming to
drop their kids off; that day one counselor and | were in charge of greeting the parents and letting
them know everything they needed to, and being there to answer any questions they had. We did
these to assure the parents that their kids will be secure, safe and will have all the fun they can in

a healthy environment.

The summer camp had the enormous responsibility of also accepting kids with learning
and behavioral disabilities all together in one place. This was personally the most challenging
part of the camp, in which communication between these kids and the others was crucial so that
bullying and making fun of the others never happen; also, the communication and understanding
of these kids with bigger needs was important to the counselors, but so was taking the decision to
not be too protective of them and creating a space in which they could be with the group, adjust

to the environment, and make friends, with no adult intervention.

Communication in the summer camp was an important and necessary tool, because we

were dealing with middle school kids’ attention spans and listening skills, which is one of the
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things most of them lack or pretended to lack. Because these kids are in the stage of becoming
teenagers and leaving their childhood, they tend to misunderstand who they are and so they do
not like to listen to people older than them or people just like me who, to them, are big kids. The
hardest part is to hear them and listen to them because sometimes their bad behavior occurs from

a problem that started at home.

Throughout the summer camp, | got the chance to listen to some of the kids and be there
for them because sometimes talking to an adult is difficult for them, but connecting to someone
that is young but still an adult is easier for them, and they are more willing to open up to them
more than anyone else. In this sense, sometimes | will walk next to them and ask them about
their day or their likes and dislikes about the summer camp in general. Sometimes from there a
conversation will start in which they will tell me things that are happening at home that they do
not like, such as parents divorcing and seeing other people, parents working the whole day and
leaving them alone at home with no adult supervision, or problems with self esteem, etc.. These
conversations will open up more of my understanding of their behavior and why sometimes the
solution is not scolding them because they did something wrong, but to listen to their concerns
and ask them why they think what they did is wrong, which will always give you more
cooperation from the kids and a better relationship with them and also the other kids because
some of them have a big reputation in the camp and are the ones that lead the other kids to do

both good and bad.

These type of situations and the job as counselor in the camp helped me understand that |
love working with kids, but becoming a teacher would not be a good career for me, because |
found myself out of patience after several times that | had to explain something again. Also,

teaching requires a certain type of person that can love, respect, and teach kids with the heart of a
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mother always ready to forgive any behavior and when something is bad give a fear punishment,

something that I find myself incapable of doing.

Over all this discernment program at St. Margaret’s and San Francisco de Asis together
with my backyard has changed the way I think about myself and what | believe my true vocation
is. Before this amazing experience in which I got to connect with God and other people, | found
time to look inside myself and see who | really am and what God’s plans are in my life; once
upon a time | never thought that I could ever be in charge of a group of kids and manage for
them to listen to me and respect the rules that | place upon them; I never thought that I could
listen to someone and be their support. So many other wonderful things that happened in this
summer experience changed the way | see myself. Now | see a person that can stand up straight,
make decisions, and be sure that what she is doing is right, a person that can take big
responsibilities, a person that knows her strengths and finds a way to use them for her welfare
and the welfare of others, but most importantly, a person that knows more than ever who she

really is and the things she can do.

As for my vocation, | have not really found my true calling or a specific career that | can
do and do well while and at the same time feel happy doing it. But the introduction that | had in
Sewanee prior to my internship help me have a mindset prepared enough to experience the
changes and learn what might be the right path for me. On the silent day after the six weeks of
the program | took the time to reflect on what God has calling me to do and what are the gifts he
has given me to do great things. At that time I could not find a specific answer, but | was sure of
something, the things | was not placed in this world to do. Sometimes | tend to look for the
perfect Adialyn Milien, when the conclusion that | get most of the time is that I get to learn the

things that |1 would not like to do and the things that | would not be good for. I consider that a big
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step, because then | know what career path and vocation | would not be a good candidate for.
This summer internship has provided me with these answers and has opened up a larger range of

possibilities of the institutions and careers that in a way are related to what | did this summer.

Throughout this summer | got to experience a closer relationship with God. The
discernment program that I did made me think of what role God plays in my life, how much of
my time | give to God, what things do | give thanks to God for, in what times do | look for him,
what appreciation do | have for all the things he has done for me, and when he has been with me
even though I did not call him Thoughts like these pop up in my mind and for some the answer
was not the one | expected. That made me realize that God has been in my life all the time and
that I have forgotten that he is one of the things | thank my parents every day for showing me
and teaching me. From the day | realized this discovery, | thank God every day for existing and

being part of my life.

In the end | would not change anything about my summer. Now more than ever | am glad
that | decided to do this awesome and life changing experience. I give thanks to God for
programs like Lilly that are available for students to have a wider range of possibilities and most
of all for the people that work to make everything happen. I am blessed to know all the people
that were there to help us and guide us through the experience, and also all those other great co-
leaders that with their presentations taught me a little more about them, but also helped me with
my own enlightenment. After LSDI my life is full of more knowledge, understanding,
friendships and mentors that little by little put a seed of love and wisdom in my heart and mind,
which at the end made me a better person and a better leader that starting today will use all her

learning experience to make the world a better place.



