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LSDI Executive Summary


I interned at St. Augustine’s Chapel and the Magdalene Program in Nashville, TN.  St. Augustine’s is the Episcopal campus ministries for Vanderbilt, as well as a church home for a diverse community of people outside of the school.  While at St. A’s, I participated and served in the weekly Sunday services, and during the week I would often answer phone calls from church or community members with needs, assist and welcome volunteer groups, and attend administrative meetings.  My long-term projects included researching and developing the liturgies for a healing service and a peace service that the chapel wanted to have in the future, organizing volunteer information, and helping to plan and run Vacation Bible School.  

Magdalene is a two-year residential community for women with a history of drug addiction, prostitution, and life on the streets.  Residents receive personalized care such as addiction programs, counseling, medical care, and job skills training while becoming part of a close, supportive community.  While in Nashville, I spent most of my time at Thistle Farms, a bath and body product business started by Magdalene to provide the women with income and job skills.  While there, I participated in morning circle time, learned the process of making the products, and updated information packets for potential vendors.  I also had the opportunity to visit the home where many women in the program live, lead a reflection on a passage of the Bible with them, and become close to many of the graduates and current residents of Magdalene.  

My internship sponsor was the Rev. Becca Stevens, who is the rector of St. A’s as well as the founding director of Magdalene.  In addition to Becca’s guidance and help, I was supported by and grew close to many of the volunteers and staff at both the chapel and Thistle Farms.  Through my experience in Nashville, I became part of a unique community that helped me to better discern my call to ordained ministry and the gifts that I bring to my work.  My understanding of Christian community and my role in it was both enriched and confirmed by my time with the women of St. A’s and Magdalene.
