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Road Map

Theoretical Approaches to 
Morimura’s Oeuvre

Gender Roles in Japan

Orientalism and Occidentalism

Morimura’s Futago and Manet’s 
Olympia

Reinsertion into the Canon of Art 
History



HOW DOES YASUMASA MORIMURA CHALLENGE THE 
TRADITIONAL IDEAS OF THE ART HISTORICAL 

COLONIST REGIME THROUGH THE REPRESENTATION 
OF THE FEMININE? AND, HOW HAVE 

INTERSECTIONAL POST-COLONIAL AND FEMINIST 
IDEAS EVOLVED THROUGHOUT THE PAST THIRTY 

YEARS OF ART HISTORICAL DISCOURSE? 



Theoretical 
Approaches to 
Morimura’s Oeuvre

■ “Deconstructing” the self

■ Essentialist and 
hegemonic ideologies

■ Nihonjinron, “a theory of 
Japanese people” 

■ Postmodernism 

Yasumasa Morimura, Portrait (Futago “Twins”), 1988, photograph, 
https://www.sfmoma.org/artwork/97.788/

https://www.sfmoma.org/artwork/97.788/


Gender Roles in Japan

■ Masculine Euro-America versus Feminine Asia

■ Genderfluidity through cross-dress

■ Gendered ‘Other’



Orientalism and 
Occidentalism
■ Occidental: Asian stereotyped perception of 

West

■ Oriental: Western stereotyped perception of Asia

■ Appropriation to address political discourse 



Édouard Manet’s 
Olympia
■ Originates from Titian’s 

Venus of Urbino

■ Idealized female nude 
and beauty

■ Comparison of race 
and sexuality

Eduoard Manet, Olympia, 1863, oil on canvas, Musee d’Orsay. 



Yasumasa 
Morimura’s Futago
(Twins)
■ Gender, racial, political 

roles between Asia and 
Euro-America

■ Fetishization of the 
past

■ Unconventional 
translation

Yasumasa Morimura, Portrait (Futago “Twins”), 1988, photograph, 
https://www.sfmoma.org/artwork/97.788/

https://www.sfmoma.org/artwork/97.788/


Futago, 1988 Olympia, 1863



Reinsertion into 
the Canon of Art 
History
■ Housed at San 

Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art

■ “Ego Obscura” 
Exhibition 

■ Poses as essential 
figure of Western Art

Yasumasa Morimura, Une Moderne Olympia, 2018. Mori Art Museum. 
https://www.mori.art.museum/en/collection/5082/index.html

https://www.mori.art.museum/en/collection/5082/index.html


Futago, 1988 Une Moderne Olympia, 2018



QUESTIONS?


