
After controlling for demographic 

variables, incarceration has an 

insignificant effect on voter turnout. 

However, the impacts of incarceration on 

voter turnout may operate through other 

channels, such as income and education. 
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Introduction
● The U.S. has the highest incarceration 

rate and the highest jail and prison 

population in the world.

● Approximately 5 million Americans 

were denied the right to vote in the 

2000 and 2004 presidential elections 

due to previous convictions, with 

minorities disproportionately affected. 

● Research shows that incarceration has 

many impacts on both individuals and 

their families.

Conclusion
● Even though the effect of 

incarceration on voting is minimal, it 

should be further studied since these 

retributive justice approaches 

primarily target low-income citizens 

and minorities, revealing the 

discriminatory nature of the criminal 

justice system. 

● Policymakers should promote 

reparative justice to help repair the 

discrimination that incarceration has 

caused minorities, such as lack of 

resources, racist encounters, and loss 

of employment and housing 

opportunities.
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Background
● Over two million Americans are 

currently in prison, and over six 

million citizens could not vote in the 

2016 Presidential election due to 

restrictions prohibiting felons and 

ex-convicts.

● Economists have studied the effect of 

felon disenfranchisement laws have 

on individual voting and community 

voter turnout and have found 

contrasting results.

● Personal interactions with the criminal 

justice system were correlated with 

reduced levels of trust in government, 

voter registration, voting, and civic 

participation.

Model
● voterTurnoutit = ß0 + ß1 incRateit + ß2 

colGradPctit+  ß3 hsGradPctit + ß4 

ageit + ß5 blackit + ß6 incit + ß7 

povertyPercentit + u
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