Ceci Creagh


Executive Summary for the LSDI 2009

This summer 2009, I served at Old St. Andrew’s Parish Church of Charleston, SC in the West Ashley area. Established in 1706, it is the oldest surviving church in the Carolinas. The internship was not a hands-on “children’s ministry” experience as I had hoped because they do not have Sunday school in the summer. However, I wore several different hats and worked directly with Julia Franz, the parish secretary who guided and taught me. She contributes to all of the components which maintain the church, including ministry. I helped her with organization, which is OSA’s biggest need, in the graveyard project, the church records, and the accounts. 

I had the privilege of working with the intimate community at OSA, which includes the rector, the staff members, and the parishioners. Father Marshall Huey, my supervisor who attended Sewanee seminary, was an inspiration to me in his welcoming nature and humble spirit. The parishioners who volunteered in worship, the churchyard, and the office were a blessing to know. Directly, I worked with a wonderful group of women, particularly with Lisa Dubay, the new Christian Education director. The most significant experience of my internship was serving as her partner in the department. 
In the planning for Vacation Bible School, I organized a binder with all of the registrants, designed CD labels for the theme “Paul and the Underground Church,” and sent the CDs to each family who registered online. One of the highlights of the summer was venturing downtown with Lisa to see St. Michael’s Vacation Bible School in action. They helped us with ideas for crafts and inspired us for our entire Christian Ed curriculum, which Lisa strives to revamp in the fall.  I initiated the project with Chik-Fil-A, who will award the VBS graduate certificates to the children at the end of the week. They will be granted a free kids meal as a result of their Biblical studies in Romans, which teach about the power of God’s love to save us. 
 
The music director Katie Holland also gave me important tasks with the Family Worship Service, which I attended and for which I organized stories from The Beginner’s Bible. Although I did not get to work with children directly at OSA, I worked for them, recalling the verse: Let the Children come to me, for the Kingdom of God belongs to them.
