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Atlantis:
Finding
Hope in
a Dysto-
pia

Luke Pederson
Contributing Writer

man named Ivan
ulls a pair of fro-
zen slacks from the
balcony of his desolate
apartment. He tries to
thaw them with an iron
before briefly touching
the hot metal plate with
a finger. The monotony
of his current life breaks
him. He presses the iron
onto his thigh before
snapping and destroy-
ing the little furniture
he has. This is a small
glimpse into the quiet
dystopia presented in
Valentyn Vasyanovych’s
haunting film Atlantis, a
story about an ex-soldier
trying to find purpose in
post-war Ukraine.
Before diving into the
themes of Atlantis, it is
important to take note
of the world present-
ed in the film. Taking
place in the year 2025,

See Atlantis on
Page 2
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- A New Music Choir Begins at
Monteagle Elementary School
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Daphne Nwobike
Staff Writer

Monteagle Elemen-
tary’s new “Top
of the Rock Choir”
launched this fall after a
summer of planning and
organizing. This incred-
ible feat was made pos-
sible by impressive com-
munity support and the
collaboration  between
the Monteagle-Sewanee
Rotary Club, the Uni-
versity’s Music Depart-
ment, the AmeriCorps
program, and the Office
of Civic Engagement

(OCE). The Monteagle-
Sewanee Rotary Club
also sponsors a Univer-
sity student service or-
ganization, the Rotaract
Club. According to the
Monteagle-Sewanee Ro-
tary Club website, the
group’s charter aims to
“encourage and foster
the ideal of service as a
basis of worthy enter-
prise.” It achieves this
goal in various ways,
such as hosting annual
Hunger Walks, starting a
reading program at Mon-
teagle Elementary, and,
most recently, spear-

heading the formation of
the school’s Top of the
Rock Choir.
Monteagle-Elemen-
tary principal, Veronica
Horton, began the pro-
cess by contacting Lau-
ra Rice, a noted opera
instructorr who lives in
Sewanee. Horton says,
“We have a wonderful
art program, and we’ve
always wanted to bring
music back to Mon-
teagle, oI started con-
versations with Laura
Rice.” A member of the
Monteagle-Sewanee
Rotary Club, Rice had

Photo courtesy of Dapnne

an international oper-
atic career and created
the Sewanee OperaFest
program that takes place
each summer. Rice re-
alized the potential for
this program to develop
significant ties with the
University and contacted
Kerry Ginger, assistant
professor of voice, t0 de-
termine ways to get Se-
wanee students involved
in bringing this program
to life.

Dr. Ginger says the
project’s potential was
obvious. “This is an

Continued on Page 5

Vice-
Chancellor
Pearigen’s
Words on
Restoring
Relation-
ships in Se-

wanee

Meg Butler
News Editor &
Rebecca Cole
Editor-in-Chief

Dr. Rob Pearigen (C
‘76), now Vice-
Chancellor Pearigen (or
VCP as students fondly
refer to him), is back
on the mountain after a
13-year hiatus. In the af-
termath of three COVID
years in Sewanee, Peari-
gen hopes to restore
connections between
the community’s various
groups, something Se-
wanee was once known
for. If you see the vice-
chancellor on campus,
he welcomes a passing
hello from students, fac-
ulty and staff alike.

The Purple held a
welcome interview with
Pearigen in the begin-
ning of the school year
and asked him what
some of his goals were
for the upcoming year.
“Connecting and recon-
necting,” he said. “Re-

See VCP on
Page 4
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Climate Documentary at the Greenhouse: A
Hopeful Insight or an Ominous Reminder?

Maggie Wallace
Contributing Writer

he air in the Green-
house was
and alive for a Thursday
movie night. A white
sheet was hung from the
sliding back door and a
projector placed in front
to create a makeshift
theater, ready
to play the documentary,
2040.
2040 was made in
+ 2019, directed by Da-
mon Gameau, to address
the ongoing climate cri-
sis. The story is of a fa-
ther (Gameau) searching
for potential solutions to
elements of the climate

warm

outdoor

crisis so that his daugh-
ter will have something
to look forward to in
2040.

The main premise is
enticing, offering a hope-
ful look at the future.
However, Gameau’s
imaginings of the fu-
ture are unrealistic; they
fail to draw a believable
line of reasoning from
today’s potential solu-
tions and tomorrow’s
solved problems. Yet,
the potential solutions
that Gameau presents
shine a spotlight on the
latest innovators and the
new technologies used to
tackle the climate crisis.
The information within

these solution segments
was wildly engaging.
Each segment was
bookended by a collec-
tion of children describ-
ing what they wanted the
future to look like and
the kinds of issues they
were worried about to-
day. Some of these inter-
views were very realistic
and at times, humorous;
for example, one boy
said he wanted every day
to be National Hot Dog
Day. On the other hand,
a few of the interviews
leaned towards appear-
ing to be scripted, with
one girl’s eyes darting
off camera as if she was
reading from a cue card.

o

Nonetheless, these in-
terviews were sweet, and
they added to the film’s
message of making
small improvements to-
day so that younger gen-
erations will be able to
have a happy tomorrow.
The most profound in-
terview was where a lit-
tle boy simply stated, “I
just want the future to be
good.” It rang as some-
thing that was deeply hu-
man and almost too ma-
ture for a boy his age; it
was the fear of the future,
of impending doom.

The solutions Gameau
chose to focus on were
from across the world,

emphasizing this col-

lective need for action.
However, there was what
appeared to be a strange
contradiction within his
message. Gameau wants
the audience to end the
film with the ability to
make changes in their
lives to improve the cli-
mate crisis, but the so-
lutions featured were
created and operated ex-
clusively by experts.
The average person
doesn’t have an ad-
vanced degree in biolog-
ical engineering or com-
puter science, they don’t
have decades of farming
experience under their
belts, and they don’t
have the governmental

influence to enact wide-
spread  environmental
policies. It was frustrat-
ing for the message to be,
“Look at what the future
could be if we all banded
together and changed
some things!” while of-
fering little information
on what an average per-
son could do to improve
the global climate.
Gameau’s  supposed
hopeful look into the
future only served as
a nauseating reminder
of the present and how

grave it all feels.
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Letter from the Editor Atlantis: Finding Hope in a Dystopia...
conlinued from page 1

Dear readers,

I hope you have been enjoying the
last few moments of summer. With
leaves falling and a cool breeze blow-
ing, autumn is quickly approaching.
So, curl up with a nice cup of tea and
read about the latest campus news!

Hear from the new vice-chancellor
on the importance of connecting, read
about the community’s effort to save
the Monteagle Elementary music pro-
gram, and receive updates on the new
Biehl Commons.

I’d like to thank all of the editors
for their hard work as the semester
starts to pick up and I appreciate the
Sewanee and campus community for
their continued support. I am thrilled
that we have so many new writers and
thank them as well for their commit-
ment to the paper.

YSR and EQB,
Rebecca Cole (C ‘24)
Editor-in-Chief

The Sewanee Purple is an inde-
pendent student publication devoted
to covering the campus community
at The University of the South. We
strive for accuracy and fairness and
promptly correct factual errors. If
you think something needs correc-
tion or clarification, please email us
at spurple@sewanee.edu.

the film doesn’t focus
on which side wins the
war in Ukraine. Instead,
it focuses on the bleak
wasteland left after the
war. In the film, Ukraine
did come out victorious,
but the film poses the
question: does it matter
at this stage? It is a dys-
topia in the most realis-
tic sense, something that
many countries have and
are experiencing. It por-
trays Ukraine with hard-
ly an ounce of sunlight;
there are always win-
tery clouds or dense fog
obscuring the sun. The
land is almost devoid of
nature; the audience is
only shown large indus-
trial complexes or mud-
ridden battlefields. The
central character works
at a steel mill, living in a
decrepit apartment with
the barest of essentials.
He is only surviving.
There are three central
characters in the film:
Serhii, who serves as the
film’s main protagonist,
Ivan, a close friend of
Serhii, and Katia, a hu-
manitarian working to
exhume corpses in order
to properly identify and
commemorate the dead.
Ivan and Katia effective-
ly serve as two possible
outcomes in the story of
Serhii, Ivan, who could
no longer bear to exist
with the current state of

his life, dies by suicide.
Katia, on the other hand,
strives to find purpose
in her work with a job
that has meaning. Ser-
hii straddles the line be-
tween the two, pursuing
a meaningful life along-
side Katia while fighting
against the call to aban-
don it all.

So why does Serhii
continue to work for his
country, when the film
portrays it as almost a
lost cause? His ideals
stem from his history as
an ex-soldier. For him
to abandon his coun-
try would mean aban-
doning the very thing
he risked his life for, it
would mean abandoning
the countless nameless

soldiers who sacrificed"

themselves in the name
of freedom. The com-
memoration of the dead
plays a massive role in
the narrative. Katia and
Serhii work to identify
the dead so that they may
have proper burials.

Dr. Yuliya Ladygina,
a former Sewanee fac-
ulty and current faculty
at Pénn State, returned
to the Domain to give a
lecture on Ukrainian cin-
ema. Ladygina, whose
study on various Ukrai-
nian/Russian films and
literature examines the
history of Russia’s rela-
tionship with Ukraine,

explained that the in-
quiry and examination
of the dead is impera-
tive to understanding the
current invasion. Each
dead body represents the
greater whole of the vio-
lence caused by the war,
and the massive toll that
follows.

As stated before, the
film is largely about
an ex-soldier trying to
find -a greater purpose

in post-war Ukraine.
Director of the film,
Vasyanovych  consid-

ers the film optimistic.
First and foremost, as he
states, the film predicts
that the war with Russia
will end in the year 2024
with Ukraine being vic-
torious. But; in terms of
the film’s narrative, the
movie ends on an opti-
mistic note. The situa-
tion is bleak from start
to finish, but throughout
the film, there are small
glimpses of hope for a
better future, at least for
the main protagonist. He
starts to come to terms
with his past and he
starts developing a more
intimate relationship
with Katia. While the fu-
ture might be dreary, he
finds a level of content-
ment in the present mo-
ment. In one particular
scene, he fills the aban-
doned bucket of an ex-
cavator with water and

lights a fire to turn it into
a makeshift bath. For the
first time in the film, we
truly see him take a mo-
ment of pause to simply
enjoy himself. And for
the first time in the film,
we see that it is a sunny
day. Symbolically, it
is as if he is being bap-
tized, with the horrors
of his past being washed
away.

Ladygina states that
this film, among others
that she features in her
work, can be seen as a
message to the West. A
message that emphasizes
the toll that the war has
taken on Ukraine. Many
people in America give
little thought to the war.
If it doesn’t affect their
personal lives, then why
fret over the war? But
there is something much
larger at stake. The in-
vasion could not only
destroy the democracy
established in Ukraine,
but it could damage de-
mocracy as a whole.
But there is hope that
the West will support
Ukraine, not only so
that they may claim vic-
tory, but also so they can
move forward té6 a better
future after the war.
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Chaplains In Residence: A Point of Connection
for Students in their Dorms

Camille Pfister
Executive Editor

From dorm matrons,
to assistant proctors,
to proctors,
has had a lot of people
on campus who dedi-
cate their time to caring
for the undergraduate
students in their dor-
mitory halls. In 2016,
Sewanee made the of-
ficial change from hav-
ing dorm matrons in the
dorms to having proc-
tors. The dorm matron
apartments
residence halls have re-
mained mostly unused
in the past few years, but
in 2021, All Saints’ Cha-
pel, in coordination with
Residential Life and
The School of Theolo-
gy, began the Chaplains
In Residence program.
Over the past two years,
it has only grown. Now,
in the 2023-2024 school
year, there are four chap-
lains in residence here
in undergraduate dorm
halls.

“All Saints’ is very
passionate about nurtur-
ing the whole student,
students as a whole
person,” Amanda Gott,
interfaith ~ chaplain and
supervisor for the Chap-
lains In Residence, said.
“For The School of
Theology, this is a re-

Sewanee

in various

ally great professional
opportunity for the stu-
dents. For Residential
Life, it is a way to sup-
port students where stu-
dents are living.”
Chap-
lains in
residence
are School
of Theol-
ogy stu-
dents who
are seek-
ing a mas-
ter’s in di-
vinity, and s
ordina-
tion in the
Episcopal
Church.
AR
portant
aspect in
becoming
a priest is
learning pastoral care.
All of the School of The-
ology students are re-
quired to complete clini-
cal pastoral education,
which usually involves
serving as a hospital
chaplain, and field edu-
cation, where they are

m-

paired with a community
parish. According to No-
lan McBride, a current
chaplain
the act of being a chap-

in residence,

lain in residence “feels
like an extension” of
the work they are doing
in the community and

“taking what [they’ve]
learned in the classroom

and putting into prac-
tice.”

While all of the chap-
lains in residence are be-

ing trained in the Epis-
copal tradition, their
support is for all students
and they act as an “ave-
nue of support” for any
student seeking guid-
ance in the transitional
phase of college. “The
support that we offer is
not necessarily Chris-
tian,
which means that we’re

it’s nonsectarian,

familiar with a number
of faith traditions and
ethical systems,” Sam
Haisten, chaplain in resi-
dence, said.

The seminarians spent

their time in the School
of Theology
how to support and care
for people from all walks
of life and the chaplains

learning

in residence are excited

Photo courtesy of The All Saints’ Chapel Instagram

to share what they have
learned with the under-
graduate students and
gain some experience in
pastoral care while they
are still learning.

“[It’s an] opportunity
for the seminarians to
use their gifts to help
the undergraduate stu-
dents through what is
a big transition in life,”
Kelton Riley, chaplain in
residence, said.

The chaplains in resi-
dence are also a con-
fidential listening ear,
they do not share any in-

formation students con-
fide unless it is a Title
[X concern or someone
is in imminent danger.
“The chaplains want stu-
dents to reach out and
know that
they are a
safe, con-
fidential
resource,”
Gott said.
“It> i8Sy @
§ judgment
B free zone,
i} the

lains
caring,
open mind-
§ ed, gener-
and
want the
students to
be well and

chap-
are

ous,

know that
they  are
important.”

One of the hardest
transitions for some col-
lege students can be be-
ing far away from their
family and loved ones. A
huge piece of the chap-
lain’s purpose is to be a
place of love and support
for all students, as they
adjust to living on their
own for the first time.

“l hope our presence
reminds the students that
they are loved,” William
Simerly, chaplain in res-
idence, said. “I’'m there
to be present and remind

them that they are loved,
and there is someone on
this campus who cares
for them.”

Gott said what she
hopes the program pro-
vides for the undergrad-
uate students is “sup-
port through the ups and
downs of college life”
and “helping students
have a sense of belong-
ing.

While the chaplains
currently only reside in
Hodgeson, St. Lukes,
and Tucka-
way, all of the chaplains

»

Trezevant,

emphasized that they are
there for all the students
on campus, regardless of
where they live.

“If you need someone
to talk to, we’re here,”
Simerly said.

If students are inter-
ested in reaching out ;
to a chaplain, they can
email Gott, check the All
Saints’ website for infor-
mation on the chaplains,
or ask their proctors.

“My favorite thing
about it is knowing that
these small points of
connection are creating a
larger picture,” Haisten
said. “I think what we do
is a really beautiful min-
istry, and the campus is a
beautiful ministry to us.”
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An Update on TKP’s Reinstatement

Lizzy Donker
Junior Editor

heta Kappa Phi fac-

es a second round
of questioning by Se-
wanee sorority leaders,
following an initial vote
denying them entrance
into the University’s In-
tersorority Council.

The development fol-
lows a unanimous vote
by Sewanee’s Student
Government  Associa-
tion to recognize the
group as an official stu-
dent organization. The
Purple has not received
any comment from any
members of the ISC re-
garding their process in
considering TKP’s re-
quest for reinstatement.

Representatives  of
Theta Kappa Phi (TKP)
made an initial presenta-
tion to the Intersorority

Council (ISC) on Sept.
11, but the group did not
receive the two-thirds
majority vote needed for
inclusion in the council.

Donald Abels, Se-
wanee’s director of
Greek Life, said the ISC
members also decided
to allow TKP the chance
to make another presen-
tation to the council and
another vote will then
be held.

“This presentation al-
lows TKP to address the
council’s questions and
concerns,” Abels said.

Abels said that the
ISC’s voting process
was “their formal pol-
icy for new or return-
ing organizations.” He
provided a copy of the
council’s current consti-
tution, which states, “A
2/3 vote of the member
organizations of ISC is

necessary for an organi-
zation to be admitted or
readmitted to the coun-
cil.”

The ISC Constitution
does not include a pro-
vision for a re-vote. Its
stated policy for amend-
ments to the constitution
such as the admission of
a re-vote is as follows:
“This
may be amended by a
two-thirds vote of the
member sororities, pro-
vided that the proposed
amendment is submitted
in writing and notice of
such intended action is
given to the ISC presi-
dent, the staff member
who oversees sorority
life, and each ISC soror-
ity at least two weeks
before the vote is taken.
Any amendment change
must receive a signature
of approval by the staff

constitution

member who oversees
sorority life before the
change is official.”

The Sewanee Pur-
ple has not been made
aware of any such pro-
posed amendments.
Abels said, “this is a
council process, so the
University’s role is to
guide the council and
help ensure they follow

T_—_;.F:':’ iy S
‘ LUNCH

their process.”

The ISC Constitution
states, “The authority
and duty of the Coun-
cil shall be to conduct
all matters in a way that
reflects the overall wel-
fare of all Greek stu-
dents and the commu-
nity.”

The next ISC vote
could determine wheth-

er TKP will be reinstat-

-ed as a Greek organiza-

tion.

This is a vdeveloping
story.
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